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PREFACE. 


The  "Historical  Eecords"  of  New  South  Wales  are  published 
with  the  object  of  affording  the  fullest  information  obtainable 
concerning  the  foundation^  progress,  and  government  of  the 
mother  colony  of  Australia.  It  was  with  a  similar  purpose  that 
the  publication  was  commenced,  more  than  two  years  ago,  of  the 
"  History  of  New  South  Wales,  from  the  Records."  All  the 
material  that  the  Government  could  command  was  placed  at 
tte  disposal  of  the  writer,  and  in  the  volume  issued  from  the 
Government  Printing  Office  in  June,  1889,  this  reservoir  of 
information  was  largely  drawn  upon.  But  when  Vol.  II  of  the 
History  was  in  preparation  it  was  considered  desirable  to  make 
a  change  in  the  plan.  It  was  determined  that  while  the  publica- 
tion of  the  History  should  go  on,  the  records  themselves,  with  the 
exception  of  those  that  are  trivial  or  formal,  should  be  printed 
in  full,  in  separate  volumes,  so  that  the  public  might  have,  on  the 
one  hand,  a  historical  work  founded  on  official  documents,  and  on 
the  other,  the  material  upon  which  the  narrative  is  based. 

The  adoption  of  this  course  serves  a  double  purpose.  In  the 
first  place,  it  enhances  the  value  of  the  History,  for  it  euablei-^ 
the  reader  to  turn  at  any  point  from  the  narrative  of  the  writer 
to  the  fuller  information  which  the  reports  and  despatches  supply. 
The  advantage  gained  by  this  treatment  of  the  official  papers  is 
obvious.  No  matter  how  faithfully  a  writer  of  history  may 
perform  his  task,  he  cannot  cover  all   the  ground ;  no  matter 
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liow  acutely  lie  may  criticise  tlie  actors  wlio  take  part  in  tlie 
scenes  lie  describes,  lie  cannot  exliibit  tliem  in  so  clear  a  light 
as  they  are  shown  in  their  own  writings.  Thus  the  publication 
of  the  Records  may  be  regarded  as  desirable  from  the  historical 
point  of  view. 

In  the  second  place,  the  printing  of  the  Records  gives  immediate 
and  lasting  public  value  to  State  papers  which  would  otherwise 
be  of  service  to  the  few — only  those,  in  fact,  who  have  leisure 
to  search  the  bulky  manuscripts  which  have  been  collected  by  the 
Government.  In  the  absence  of  printed  records,  the  inquirer 
who  endeavours  to  learn  in  what  manner  New  South  Wales  was 
founded — how  the  settlement  was  governed  in  the  early  days — by 
what  steps  it  grew — ^how  difficulties  were  encountered  and  over- 
'Come — what  mistakes  were  made,  and  how  they  were  corrected — 
by  whom  injustice  was  perpetrated,  and  in  what  way  retribution 
fell  upon  the  oppressor — can  command  no  better  sources  of 
information  than  tradition,  and  the  accounts  of  writers  who  had 
to  make  history  from  insufficient  material.  He  is  in  the  position 
that  a  jury  would  occupy  if  it  were  required  to  give  a  verdict  upon 
hearsay  evidence.  The  publication  of  the  Records  will  change 
all  that.  With  the  printed  Records  in  the  public  libraries  and 
on  the  book-shelves  of  all  who  care  to  purchase  them,  the  student 
■of  history  will  have  the  best  possible  material  at  his  disposal. 
He  will  be  able  to  read  for  himself^  and  draw  his  own  conclusions 
from  direct  testimony. 

It  is  not  entirely  a  new  departure  that  has  been  taken.  The 
importance  of  preserving  and  reproducing  national  records  is 
recognised  in  most  civilised  countries,  and  especially  so  in  Great 
Britain.  In  earlier  times,  when  Ministers  of  the  Crown  treated 
official  despatches  as  their  private  property,  and  on  quitting  office 
tarried  to  their  own  houses  manuscripts  which  belonged  to  the 
nation,  little  care  was  taken  of  the  records,  and  such  a  thing  as 
giving  information  to  the  public  concerning  them  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  any  place  in  the  minds  of  those  in  authority.  This 
indifference  no  longer  exists.  All  public  documents  are  carefully 
preserved  ;  inventories  of  them  are  taken,  and  they  are  accurately 
described  in  printed  calendars.     With  a  few  exceptions,  the  State 
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papers  are  gathered  together  iu  one  place,  the  Public  Record 
Office,  London,  and  are  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  Avho  by  the  Public  Records  Act  (1  and  2  Vict.,  c.  94)  is 
constituted  Keeper  of  the  Archives.*  These  stores  of  information 
are  not  simply  hoarded  up — they  are  treated  in  such  a  way  as  to 
be  of  use  to  the  people,  and  to  bring  within  easy  reach  of  the 
historian  the  documentary  evidence  that  he  requires.  Large 
volumes,  entitled  "  Calendars  of  State  Papers,"  consisting  of 
condensations  of  the  documents  in  the  Public  Record  Office 
and  elsewhere  from  the  days  of  Henry  VIII  to  the  Eighteenth 
Century,  are  in  course  of  publication,  while  some  of  the  earlier 
records  are  printed  in  full. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  by  the 
authoi'ity  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  the  publication  was  com- 
menced thirty-four  years  ago  of  "^  The  Chronicles  and  Memorials  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  during  the  Middle  Ages."  The  first 
volume  (published December,  1857)  contained  an  official  statement, 
which  has  been  repeated  in  subsequent  volumes,  to  the  effect  that 
on  the  26th  January  of  that  year  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  submitted 
to  the  Treasury  a  proposal  for  the  publication  of  materials  for  the 
history  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  invasion  of  the  Romans  to  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  adopted  the- 
suggestion,  and  the  work,  conducted  by  a  staff  of  editors,  has 
gone  on  without  interruption  to  the  present  time.  Up  to  1891 
over  200  volumes  had  been  published.  The  care  and  elaboration 
with  which  the  work  is  done  may  be  seen  from  the  copies  of  the 
books  in  the  Free  Public  Library,  Sydney. 

More  than  half  a  century  before  the  publication  of  the 
"  Chronicles  and  Memorials  "  was  commenced,  that  is  to  say  in 
the  year  1800,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  had 
recommended  that  the  public  records  should  be  printed.  This 
recommendation  is  referred  to  by  the  Honorable  Board  of  Com- 
missioners on  the  Public  Records  in  its  report  to  the  King-in- 
Council    of   7th  February,   1837.      The   Commissioners  express 

*  With  tlic  exception  of  certain  iiiunuscripts  in  tlie  Britit^h  MuseuiM  and  a  few 
public  libraries,  most  of  the  public  uiiininicnts  of  the  realm  are  now  placed  in  one 
repository,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Master  of  the  Kolls. — Kncyclopcedia 
Britaimiea,  ninth  edition,  vol.  xx,  p.  313. 
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their  approval  of  fhe  proposition  in  tlie  following  words  : — "  In 
this  opinion  [the  opinion  of  the  Select  Committee  that  the  Eecords 
should  be  printed]  we  have  entirely  coincided.  We  regard  the 
press  as  at  once  the  only  perfectly  secure  preservative  of  the 
information  which  the  National  Archives  contain,  and  the  only 
means  by  which  that  information  can  be  diffused  beyond  a  very 
narrow  circle  of  inquirers."  The  publication  of  the  "  Chronicles 
and  Memorials  "  is  the  outcome  of  these  recommendations. 

In  Canada  the  Records  are  scrupulously  kept,  and  their  contents 
disclosed  for  the  information  of  the  public.  In  1872  the  Dominion 
Government  appointed  an  Archivist,  and  founded  an  Archives 
Office  at  Ottawa,  where  all  the  public  records,  with  the  exception 
of  those  retained  by  the  provincial  authorities,  are  stored.  The 
papers  consist  partly  of  original  documents,  and  partly  of  copies 
of  old  despatches  and  other  manuscripts  transcribed  by  a  staff  of 
writers  from  originals  discovered  by  the  Archivist  in  the  London 
Record  Office  and  Departments  of  State,  and  in  the  archives  of 
Paris  and  other  European  cities.  From  time  to  time  reports  are 
issued  in  which  the  Records  are  described,  and  when  considered 
necessary,  printed  in  full.  In  this  manner  the  public  is  placed 
in  possession  of  information  of  the  highest  interest  and  import- 
ance relating  to  the  early  history  of  Canada  which  had  never 
before  seen  the  light. 

In  New  South  Wales,  owing  to  the  shorter  period  of  time, 
and  the  smaller  quantity  of  material  to  be  dealt  with,  it  is  possible 
to  do  what  would  be  impracticable  under  other  circumstances, 
that  is  to  say,  to  publish  in  full  the  Records  of  the  Colony  from 
its  foundation.  It  has  also  been  decided  to  publish  all  available 
correspondence  concerning  Captain  Cook  and  his  connection 
with  Australian  discovery.  The  Cook  Papers  form  Part  I  of 
Vol.  I.  Part  II  of  Vol.  I  contains  the  records  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Colony  and  its  progress  under  Governor  Phillip. 

When  the  settlement  at  Port  Jackson  was  established  the  chief 
authority  was  vested  in  the  Governor,  who  not  only  governed  the 
Colony,  but  administered  its  affairs.  The  Civil  business  was 
conducted  nominally  by  a  staff,  but  much  of  the  work  fell  upon  the 
Governor,  who  was  troubled  with  matters  of  a  kind  which  would 
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be  settled  in  the  present  day  by  an  ordinary  clerk.  He  was  also 
at  tlie  head  of  the  naval  and  military  forces,  and  was  the  principal, 
it  may  almost  be  said  the  only,  channel  of  communication  between 
the  Colonial  Government  and  the  English  authorities.  The 
reasons  which  led  the  English  Government  to  plant  a  convict 
settlement  in  New  South  Wales  are  only  briefly  indicated  in  the 
scanty  papers  discovered  in  the  State  Departments ;  but  when 
the  Colony  had  been  established  its  affairs  formed  the  subject 
of  periodical  letters  from  the  Governors,  who  wrote  fully  about 
the  concerns  of  the  settlement,  receiving  in  reply  despatches 
for  their  guidance  and  instruction.  Most  of  this  correspond- 
ence has  been  preserved  in  the  English  Departments  of  State 
either  in  the  original  or  in  official  copies.  Its  value  is  inestimable. 
The  despatches  are  full  of  information.  The  Governors  were 
required  by  their  instructions  to  keep  the  Home  authorities  well 
informed  about  matters  great  and  small,  and  in  the  despatches 
sent  to  London  almost  every  transaction  that  took  place  is  minutely 
described.  More  than  this,  copies  of  all  the  proclamations  and 
orders  issued  by  the  Governor  and  the  military  commander  were 
forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  English  authorities.  These 
<locuments  are  recorded  with  the  other  State  papers. 

The  early  history  of  New  South  Wales  is  founded  mainly 
upon  the  despatches  sent  by  the  Governors  to  the  authorities 
in  England,  and  the  despatches  received  by  them  in  reply.  The 
Records  are  comprised  within  measurable  bounds,  and  as  they 
fire  the  chief  material  out  of  which  history  must  be  made,  it  has 
been  decided  to  print  them  as  they  stand. 

This  course  has  been  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
Board,  consisting  of  the  late  Hon.  Geoffrey  Eagar,  Under  Sec- 
retary for  Finance  and  Trade  from  1872  to  1891 ;  Alexander 
Oliver, M. A,,  Barrister-at-Law ;  Professor  G.  Arnold  Wood,  B.A., 
Cballis  Professor  of  History  at  the  Sydney  University ;  and  R. 
■C.  Walker,  Principal  Librarian,  Public  Library.  U'ho  Board 
having  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  documents  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  design  with 
which  the  publication  of  the  Official  History  was  commenced 
could  not  be  fully  carried  out  unless  the  State  papei's  and  other 


X  PREFACE. 

oflEicial  documents  upou  wliicli  the  work  was  based  were  made 
as  accessible  to  the  public  as  the  History  itself.  They  decided, 
therefore,,  that  the  printing  of  the  Records  was  not  only  desirable 
but  necessary,  and  in  the  month  of  March,  1891,  a  recom- 
mendation to  that  effect  was  made  to  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer, 
the  Hon.  William  McMillan.  The  proposal  received  the  cordial 
approval  of  the  Minister,  who  gave  the  necessary  authority  to 
carry  out  th.Q  work  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Board. 
Arrangements  were  made  accordingly  for  printing  and  publish- 
ing the  despatches,  reports,  letters,  and  other  papers  which  had 
been  collected. 

While  the  best  use  has  been  made  of  the  material  at  command, 
the  Records  of  the  early  days  of  the  Colony  cannot  be  presented 
in  an  absolutely  complete  form.  Every  paper  of  consequence  that 
has  been  discovered,  or  may  be  discovered  hereafter,  will  be 
published ;  but  unfortunately  manuscripts  of  great  interest  and 
importance,  which  are  known  to  have  existed,  cannot  now  be 
found.  The  most  valuable  of  the  early  Records  are  the  despatches 
sent  to  England  by  the  Governors,  and  the  despatches  received 
by  the  Governors  from  the  authorities  in  London.  At  Govern- 
ment House,  Sydney,  there  are  a  number  of  letter-books  contain- 
ing copies  of  the  despatches  sent  to  England,  and  the  original 
despatches  received  from  the  Home  authorities;  but  these  Records, 
instead  of  going  back  to  1788,  the  year  in  which  New  South  Wales 
was  founded,  begin  with  1800.  Of  the  despatches  received  and 
sent  before  that  date,  during  the  Governorships  of  Phillip  and 
Hunter,  and  the  Lieutenant- Governorships  of  Grose  and  Paterson, 
there  is  no  trace.  What  has  become  of  them  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  A  hundred  years  ago  State  papers  were  not  so  carefully 
guarded  as  they  are  now ;  the  English  system  was  loose,  and  it 
would  have  been  surprising  if  greater  care  had  been  taken  in 
Sydney  than  in  London.  Some  of  the  early  Australian  Governors 
may  have  taken  their  papers  with  them  when  they  left  office.  On 
that  supposition  the  disappearance  of  the  despatches  from  1788 
to  1800  is  readily  explained  ;  but  even  then  the  whole  case  is  not 
met,  for  public  Records  of  which  the  Governors  were  not  the 
custodians  are  also  missing. 
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Tliere  are  ch'cumstances,  however,  wlaicli  discourage  tlie  view 
that  Governors'  despatches  in  the  early  days  were  treated  as 
the  property  of  those  to  whom  they  were  sent.  It  is  certain  that 
they  were  not  so  treated  by  Governor  King,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  why  Phillip  and  Hunter,  Grose  and  Paterson,  should 
have  followed  a  different  practice.  We  have  the  means  of  know- 
ing exactly  the  course  pursued  by  Hunter's  immediate  successor. 
The  Hon.  Philip  Gidley  King,  M.L.C.,  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government  the  books  and  papers  left  by  his  grandfather, 
Governor  King  ;  but,  while  these  manuscripts  include  copies  of 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  despatches  received  by  King  from  the 
English  Ministers  and  Under  Secretaries  of  State,  no  originals 
are  to  be  found.  The  despatches  have  been  copied  into  letter- 
books,  some  by  King  himself,  some  by  his  secretary ;  but,  while 
many  unofl&cial  letters  to  King  are  among  the  papers,  the  originals 
of  the  Home  despatches  are  vv^anting.  The  inference  is  plain. 
If  King  had  at  any  time  regarded  the  English  despatches  as  his 
own  property,  he  would  not  have  gone  to  the  trouble  of  copying 
them,  and  the  originals  would  have  been  found  among  his 
papers.  He  was  exceedingly  careful  about  his  correspondence, 
preserving  communications  of  all  kinds,  Avhether  trivial  or  im- 
portant, but  duplicating  nothing.  When  an  original  document  is 
met  with  there  is  no  copy.  And  the  manuscripts  at  Government 
House  show  that  when  King  relinquished  the  govei'nment  he  left 
the  originals  of  the  English  despatches  in  the  office.  If  in  doing 
so  he  acted  in  accordance  with  the  recognised  practice,  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  his  predecessors — Governors  Phillip  and  Hunter, 
and  Lieutenant-Governors  Grose  and  Paterson — treated  in  the 
same  way  the  despatches  received  by  them. 

AVhat  then  has  become  of  these  manuscripts  ?  Most  probably 
they  have  been  destroyed  ;  but  by  whom  or  with  what  object 
can  only  be  conjectured.  That  the  missing  despatches  met  with 
this  fate  is  the  more  likely  from  the  fact  previously  stated, 
that  public  records  of  corresponding  dates,  for  which  the  Gover- 
nors were  not  responsible,  have  also  disappeared.  A  strong- 
room in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Sydney,  contains  all  the 
original  records  of  New  South  AVales  that  can  be  found.     These 
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papers  liave  been  examined  and  scliednled,  and  it  may  be  seen 
at  a  glance  of  wliat  tliey  consist.  Tliej  begin  witli  a  General 
Order,  dated  7tli  August,  1789,  "Instructions  to  tbe  Night 
Watcb..'^  Two  otber  orders  of  no  particular  importance  follow, 
and  these  are  all  out  of  the  many  hundreds  issued  during  Phillip's 
•Governorship  that  appear  to  have  been  preserved.  There  are  no 
official  papers  whatever  belonging  to  the  administration  of  Lieut.- 
Oovernor  Paterson — December,  1794,  to  September,  1795;  and 
only  one  of  the  time  in  which  Lieut  -Governor  Grose  ruled — • 
December,  1792^  to  December,  1794.  Hunter's  Governorshij:), 
^vhich  covered  more  than  five  years — 11th  September,  1795,  to 
27th  September,  1800 — is  represented  by  one  book  containing 
copies  of  the  orders  made  from  September,  1795,  to  December, 
1797,  and  five  or  six  papers  of  minor  importance.  Papers  belong- 
ing to  the  King  period,  1800  to  1806,  are  more  numerous ;  but  the 
Kecords  are  scanty  and  intermittent  until  the  term  of  Governor 
Macquarie  is  reached,  January,  1810.  There  are  no  des- 
patches to  or  from  the  Governors  during  any  period.  The  only 
manuscripts  of  this  class  in  Sydney  are  in  the  Secretary's  room 
at  Government  House. 

The  Becords,  so  far  as  Sydney  is  concerned,  are  thus  defective 
in  two  respects.  In  the  first  place,  the  despatches  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Colony  up  to  the  beginning  of  1800  are  want- 
ing; in  the  second  place,  the  orders,  proclamations,  and  other 
•official  papers  showing  how  authority  was  exercised  in  the  early 
■days  are  found  only  in  fragments — in  fact,  they  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  exist. 

But  for  the  active  search  made  in  London  by  Mr.  James 
Bonwick,  F.R.G.S.,  the  early  Recoi'ds  of  New  South  Wales 
"would  have  been  little  better  than  a  blank.  The  despatches  sent 
to  England  by  the  Governors,  as  well  as  the  despatches  and 
letters  transmitted  to  them,  have  been  preserved,  if  not  as  com- 
pletely as  could  have  been  wished,  yet  to  a  very  large  extent,  in 
the  Departments  of  State.  These  sources  of  information  have 
been  thrown  open  to  the  Government,  and  the  transcriptions  that 
tave  been  made  repair,  so  far  as  it  can  be  repaired,  the  misfortune 
the  Colony  has  sustained  in  the  loss  of  its  early  Records. 
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Tlie  first  step  to  tap  these  valuable  sources  of  iuformation  was 
taken  in  April,  1887,  when  tlie  Colonial  Secretary,  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  G.C.M.G.,  through  the  Agent-General,  authorized  Mr. 
Bonwick  to  make  copies  of  certain  despatches  which  he  had  dis- 
covered. In  the  following  year,  in  view  of  the  publication  of  the 
"  History  of  New  South  AVales  from  the  Eecords,"  authority  was 
given  for  the  transcription  of  documents  relating  to  the  period 
during  which  Governor  Phillip  was  at  the  head  of  affairs,  i.e., 
1788-1792.  The  information  obtained  in  this  way  proved  so 
interesting  and  valuable  that  Mr.  Bonwick  was  instructed  to  con- 
tinue his  researches,  and  the  work  has  since  gone  on  without 
interruption.  The  purpose  in  view  is  to  collect  from  every  avail- 
able source  all  the  authentic  iuformation  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
relating  to  the  foundation  of  the  Colony  and  its  government 
during  the  early  part  of  its  existence. 

An  awkward  gap  is  thus  filled  up.  The  information,  however, 
was  not  easily  obtained.  The  manuscripts  were  not  readily 
accessible ;  they  were  gathered  from  many  Departments.  The 
Governors  in  the  early  days  were  not  only  responsible  to  the  Home 
Office,  which  had  the  Colonies  in  its  charge,  but,  as  naval  officers, 
they  owed  allegiance  to  the  Admiralty.  They  had  to  correspond 
with  the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  with  the  Under  Secretaries  of  those  departments. 
Each  department  and  sub-department  kept  two  letter-books,  one 
for  the  Minister  and  the  other  for  the  Under  Secretary,  so  that  it 
was  necessary  to  examine  four  different  sources  of  infoi'mation  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  what  had  passed  between  the  Governors 
and  the  English  authorities. 

In  dealing  with  the  Eecords  belonging  to  a  still  eavlier  period — 
that  in  which  the  establishment  of  a  settlement  in  New  South 
Wales  was  discussed — the  ground  to  be  covered  was  wider  still, 
though  not  so  productive.  In  making  preparations  for  the  des- 
patch of  the  First  Fleet  many  departments  and  sub-departments 
were  engaged — the  Home  Office,  which  had  general  direction  of 
the  business;  the  Admiralty,  which  undertook  the  equipment  and 
officering  of  the  ships,  and  the  appointment  of  the  force  of  marines 
which  guarded  the  transports  and  formed  the  garrison  at  Port 
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Jackson ;  tlie  Treasury,  whicli  made  tlie  financial  arrangements ; 
tlie  Transport  Office,  whicli  had  to  do  witli  the  convict-ships;  and 
the  Victualling  Department,  which  provisioned  the  ileet.  When 
the  marines  were  replaced  by  the  special  corps  raised  by  Major 
Grose,  known  afterwards  as  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  another 
Department  of  State,  that  of  War,  was  brought  into  operation; 
and,  accordingly,  correspondence  between  that  department  and 
the  Home  Office,  and  between  the  officials  at  the  War  Office  and 
the  officers  of  the  corps,  takes  its  place  amongst  the  Records. 
Three  of  the  transpoi-ts  which  constituted,  with  the  warship 
Sirius  and  its  tender  the  Supply,  the  vessels  forming  the 
First  Fleet,  were  under  charter  to  the  East  India  Company  to 
take  cargoes  of  tea  from  China  to  London  after  landing  convicts 
and  stores  at  Port  Jackson  ;  and  at  a  subsequent  stage,  the 
Company,  ov/ing  to  the  obstacles  it  threw  in  the  way  of  Australian 
trade  with  the  East,  figured  largely  in  the  official  correspondence 
relating  to  New  South  Wales.  The  records  of  the  India  Office 
are  therefore  another  source  of  information. 

The  transcripts  which  have  been  despatched  to  Sydney  are 
thus  gathered  from  a  wide  field,  embracing  as  it  does  the  Public 
Record  Office,  the  British  Museum,  the  Home  Office,  the  Colonial 
Office,  the  War  Office,  the  Privy  Council  Office,  the  Admiralty, 
the  India  Office,  and  Somerset  House.  The  documents  had  to 
be  searched  for,  and  the  work  was  not  without  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  imperfect  and  unsystematic  way  in  which  official  records 
were  kept  in  the  early  days.  Some  documents,  the  earlier  Orders 
and  Proclamations,  for  example,  cannot  be  found  at  all ;  others, 
which  were  believed  to  be  missing,  such  as  the  commissions  of 
the  early  Governors,  have  been  discovered  in  the  Home  Office, 
after  a  patient  search,  in  which  valuable  assistance  was  given 
by  the  officers  of  the  Department.  A  number  of  the  despatches 
copied  by  the  transcribers  in  London  escaped  notice  in  the  first 
instance  because  they  had  been  placed  amongst  pajoers  relating 
to  the  American  colonies. 

While  the  principal  storehouse  of  facts  concerning  the  early 
days  of  the  Colony  is  the  Public  Record  Office  and  the  Depart- 
ments of  State  in  London,  information  has  been  obtained  from 


PREFACE.  XV 

other  sources.  Six  years  ago  the  Ageut-Geiieral,  Sir  Saul 
Samuel,  acting  under  instructions  from  the  Government  at 
Sydney,  purchased  from  Lord  Brabourne  a  valuable  collection 
of  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  and  early  history  of  New 
South  Wales.  They  were  once  known  as  ''The  Brabourne 
Papers  ";  they  are  now  known  as  ''  The  Banks  Papers."  The 
grandfather  of  the  present  Lord  Brabourne  was  related  to  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  and  in  that  way  the  papers  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Brabourne  family.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  pointed 
out  in  Vol.  I  of  the  Official  History,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
consultations  and  negotiations  which  led  to  the  settlement  of 
New  South  Wales ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  represen- 
tations, founded  upon  what  he  saw  of  the  country  during  his  visit 
to  Botany  Bay  with  Captain  Cook  in  the  Endeavour,  did  a 
great  deal  towards  bringing  about  the  settlement  of  New  South 
AVales.  After  the  Colony  had  been  established  he  watched  its 
fortunes  with  a  parental  eye,  and  the  deep  interest  which  he 
took  in  its  welfare  is  shown  by  the  correspondence  that  has 
come,  through  Lord  Brabourne,  into  the  possession  of  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales.  These  manuscripts  are 
apparently  only  a  part  of  the  papers  that  Sir  Joseph  kept 
with  regard  to  this  Colony.  The  "Banks  Papers'^  were  dis- 
covered by  accident  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks^  old  house  in  Soho 
Square,  but  these  manuscripts  are  only  a  portion  of  the  corre- 
spondence which  Sir  Joseph  had  with  English  Ministers,  and 
with  Australian  Governors,  settlers,  and  explorers.  Many  of  his 
manuscripts  relating  to  Australian  affairs  have  been  lost  or 
destroyed.  The  papers  begin  with  four  letters  from  Captain 
Cook  (originals),  and  go  up  to  1814,  six  years  before  Sir  Joseph's 
death.  The  absence  of  letters  from  or  to  Phillip,  with  whom  Sir 
Joseph  Banks  corresponded,  the  fact  that  there  are  no  manu- 
scripts of  later  date  than  1814,  and  other  considerations,  indicate 
that  the  collection,  precious  as  it  is,  is  only  the  remnant  of  a 
large  store  of  papers  relating  to  the  foundation  and  early  history 
of  New  South  Wales. 

The  manuscripts  of  Governor  King,   referred  to  at  page  xi, 
which  have  been  lent   to  the  Government  by  the  Hon.  Philip 


xvi  PEEFAGE. 

Gidley  King^  M.L.C.,  are  extensive  and  important.  They  con- 
sist of  a  Journal,  in  two  volumes,  kept  partly  on  board  tlie 
Sirius"^  on  the  voyage  from  England  to  Botany  Bay  with  the 
First  Fleet  of  Transports,  and  partly  at  Norfolk  Island,  where 
King  acted  as  Commandant  and  Superintendent  from  March, 
1788,  to  March,  1790,  under  a  Commission  issued  by  Phillip  as 
Governor  of  New  South  "Wales  and  its  Dependencies ;  a  letter- 
book,  containing  copies  of  despatches  received  and  sent  both 
during  King's  term  as  Commandant  and  during  his  subsequent 
command  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  under  commission  from  the 
Crown,  from  November,  1791,  to  October,  1796;  four  lettei'- 
books,  kept  during  his  term  as  Governor  of  New  South  Wales, 
from  September,  1800,  to  August,  1806  ;  and  original  letters  and 
despatches,  extending  from  1799  to  1811.  It  should  be  pointed 
out  with  regard  to  the  despatches  recorded  in  the  letter-books, 
that  King  during  his  first  term  at  Norfolk  Island  corresponded 
with  Governor  Phillip,  from  whom  he  derived  his  authority, 
while  during  his  Lieutenant-Governorship  at  Norfolk  Island  and 
his  Governorship  at  Sydney  he  was  in  direct  communication  with 
the  Home  Office  and  other  Departments  of  State  in  England. 
While  acting  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk  Island,  from 
November,  1791,  to  October,  1796,  King  wrote  a  Second  Journal, 
a  copy  of  which  is  amongst  the  transcripts  sent  from  England  to 
the  Government  in  Sydney. 

Discoveries  from  time  to  time  of  manuscripts  which  were 
believed  to  have  been  lost,  or  the  existence  of  which  was  unknown, 
may  interfere  to  some  extent  with  the  consecutive  printing  of  the 
Records ;  but  it  has  been  considered  better  to  begin  publishing 
at  once  than  wait  an  indefinite  time  to  make  sure  that  all 
possible  sources  of  information  have  been  exhausted.  The  plan 
of  the  work  contemplates  the  publication  of  the  Records  in 
chronological  order,  and  the  rule  will  not  be  departed  from 
except  in  cases  where  despatches  of  a  given  date  contain 
enclosures  of  earlier  dates.  Under  such  circumstances,  to  jDlace 
the  manuscripts  in  strict  chronological  order  would  cause  con- 

*  King  came  out  to  New  South  Wales  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Sirius. 
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fusion,  instead  of  helping  tlie  reader.  Tlie  plan  of  arranging- 
matter  according  to  subjects  lias  its  advantages,  but  it  is  con- 
sidered that  what  might  be  gained  in  this  way  would  be 
outweighed  by  the  disadvantages  of  a  system  under  which 
the  reader  would  be  obliged  to  look  through  half-a-dozen  volumes 
to  find  one  piece  of  information  relating  to  a  particular  day  in  a. 
particular  year.  It  is  believed  that  by  printing  the  Records  in 
chronological  order,  and  giving  with  each  volume  a  comprehensive 
Index,  the  Records  will  be  of  greater  value  for  purposes  of  refer- 
ence than  if  they  were  dealt  with  under  separate  heads. 

As  the  papers  given  in  these  volumes  form  the  basis  of  the 
Official  History  which  is  published  concurrently,  they  are  pre- 
sented without  comment,  and  without  any^  attempt  to  explain 
the  story  they  tell.  The  proper  place  for  description,  analysis_, 
a,nd  comment  is  the  History  itself.  The  Records  are  given  here 
as  they  were  found,  and  they  speak  for  themselves.  Where  it 
has  been  considei-ed  necessary  to  explain  the  relation  of  papers 
to  each  other,  or  to  give  information  concerning  persons  and 
places,  as  an  aid  to  the  reader  in  studying  the  Records,  the  Editor 
has  written  the  necessary  notes,  which  are  printed  at  the  foot  of 
the  page,  but  no  alteration  of  the  text  has  been  made  in  any  case. 
Errors  of  composition  and  spelling  are  allowed  to  go  without 
correction ;  in  a  word,  the  Records  as  printed  are  literal  tran- 
scripts of  the  originals.  This  is  the  plan  now  generally  adopted 
in  the  reproduction  of  manuscripts ;  indeed  no  other  course  could 
be  pursued  without  mutilating  the  originals,  and  depriving  them 
of  their  historic  value. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  examining  the  Records  from  1783  to  1789 
that  duplicates  are  given  of  some  of  the  documents  printed  in 
Yol.  I  of  the  Official  History.  It  was  impossible  to  avoid  this; 
repetition.  The  Records  stand  by  themselves,  and  they  must  be 
given  intact.  For  this  reason,  the  documents  published  in  Vol.  I 
of  the  History  have  been  reprinted;  in  future  issues,  however, 
repetitions  will  not  occur.  In  the  Historical  Records  will  be  found 
the  full  text  of  the  papers  ;  in  the  History  they  will  bo  digested 
and  explained.  The  writer  of  Vol.  I  made  such  use  of  the  manu- 
scripts as  the  space  at  his  disposal  allowed ;    the  broader  plan 
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now  adopted  gives  tlie  simple  facts  in  one  set  of  volumes  and  the 
historical  narrative  in  another.  In  this  way  the  full  Records 
will  appear  in  print,  while  the  History  will  not  be  burdened  by 
long  extracts  and  quotations.  It  is  believed  that  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this  course  the  convenience  of  the  reader  will  be  consulted 
and  the  object  which  the  Government  has  in  view  carried  into 
effect. 

ALEXE.  BRITTON. 

Government  Printing  Office, 

Sydney,  February,  1892. 
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The  papers  wliicli  form  tlie  Second.  Part  of  tlie  First  Volume 
of  the  Historical  Eecords  begin  witli  August^  1783^  when  the 
establishment  of  a  convict  settlement  in  New  South  Wales 
became  for  the  first  time  a  matter  of  serious  consideration  with 
the  English  Government,  and  end  with  December,  1792,  when 
Phillip,  the  first  Governor  of  the  colony,  left  Sydney  on  his  return 
to  England."^  The  manuscripts  reproduced  here  represent  a 
period  of  nine  years  and  four  months.  During  the  first  three 
years  proposals  and  suggestions  were  under  consideration,  eight 
months  were  occupied  in  making  preparations  for  the  departure 
of  the  First  Fleet  of  transports,  and  the  voyage  took  up  eight 
months.  The  remainder  of  the  time,  rather  more  than  five  years, 
belongs  to  the  actual  history  of  the  Colony. 

The  papers  cover  a  great  deal  of  ground.  They  relate  to  the 
proposals  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  plan  under  which  New 

*  Pliillip  applied  for  a  year's  IcaTC  of  absence  in  April,  1790  (post,  pp.  329,  330). 
He  renewed  the  request  on  the  25th  Mareh,  1791,  on  the  ground  of  ill-health  (post, 
pp.  483,481).  On  the  21st  November,  1791,  ho  -n-rotc  to  Lord  Grenville,  requesting 
permission  to  resign  the  Government,  so  that  he  might  return  to  England,  "in  hopes 
of  finding  that  relief  which  this  eountrv  does  not  afford"  (post,  p.  559).  The  reply 
to  this  communication,  which  came  from  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dunda^,  who  had 
succeeded  Lord  Grenvillc  at  the  Home  Office,  did  not  arrive  until  the  7th  October, 
1792,  but  as  permission  to  retire  was  not  expressly  granted,  Phillip  waited  for  more 
definite  instructions,  which,  however,  do  not  seem  to  have  reached  him.  He  sailed 
for  England  on  the  11th  December,  1792,  leaving  Major  Grose,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  in  charge.  Soon  after  returning  to  England  (July,  1793)  he  formally 
resigned  the  Governorship,  on  the  ground  that  he  suffered  from  a  comx)laint  which, 
could  not  be  proiierly  treated  in  the  Colony. 
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Soutli  Wales  became  a  convict  settlement^  tlie  arrangements 
made  for  tlie  occupation  of  tlie  country,  the  equipment  and  des- 
patcli  of  tlie  vessels  wliich  formed  tlie  First  Fleet,  tlie  voyage  to 
Botany  Bay,  wliicli  was  chosen  in  the  first  instance  as  the  site  for 
the  new  colony,  the  rejection  of  Botany  Bay  by  Phillip  in  favour 
of  Port  Jackson,  the  landing  at  Sydney  Cove  and  the  establish- 
ment there  of  the  first  settlement,  the  measures  taken  for  the 
government  of  the  Colony,  the  difficulties  experienced  by  Phillip 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  food  and  the  unfriendly  attitude  of  the 
officers  who  commanded  the  garrison  of  marines,  the  efforts  made 
to  explore  and  cultivate  the  country,  the  formation  of  settlements 
at  Parramatta  and  Toongabbe,  the  occupation  of  Norfolk  Island, 
and  other  matters  which  need  not  be  set  forth  in  detail. 

The  correspondence  includes  letters  from  Departments  of  State 
to  other  Departments,  letters  between  Phillip  and  the  Depart- 
ments while  he  was  watching  the  arrangements  for  sending  out 
the  First  Fleet,  despatches  sent  by  Phillip  to  the  Home  Office  and 
the  Admiralty  after  his  arrival  at  Sydney,  despatches  sent  from 
England  to  the  Governor,  Phillip^s  correspondence  with  Major 
Ross  and  other  officers  of  the  Marines,  arising  out  of  questions 
of  duty  and  discipline,  despatches  from  the  commandants  of 
Norfolk  Island  to  Phillip,  despatches  from  the  officer  in  command 
of  the  Marines  to  the  Admiralty,  and  correspondence  between 
Phillip  and  officers  of  the  Civil  Staff  upon  matters  affecting  the 
■welfare  of  the  Settlement.  There  are  also  letters  and  papers 
showing  what  steps  were  taken  during  Phillip's  Governorship 
to  procure  provisions  and  live  stock  from  India,  Batavia,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  accounts  written  by  responsible  officers 
describing  the  loss  of  the  Sirius  and  the  Guardian  when  carrying 
supplies  for  the  Settlements,  the  former  for  Norfolk  Island,  the 
latter  for  Sydney. 

This  part  of  the  Records  contains  the  commissions  given  to 
Phillip  and  his  staff,  the  Order  of  the  King  in  Council  (Geo.  Ill) 
appointing  New  South  Wales  a  place  to  which  convicts  might  be 
sent,  the  Royal  Instructions  given  to  Phillip  before  he  sailed,  and 
the  Additional  Instructions  sent  to  him  after  his  arrival  at  Sydney, 
the  Letters  Patent  constituting  Law  Courts  and  a  Court  of  Vice- 
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Admiralty  in  New  Soutli  Wales,  the  form  of  land  grant  given 
to  the  first  settler,  public  orders  promulgated  at  Sydney  and 
Norfolk  Island,  and  otlier  official  documents. 

Extracts  from  the  Banks  Papers  are  also  given  here,  but  the 
number  is  comparatively  small.  Although  Sir  Joseph  Banks  had 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  foundation  of  the  Colony,  his  name 
seldom  appears  in  the  official  correspondence,  and  in  the  papers 
purchased  from  Lord  Brabourne  there  is  little  trace  of  his  connec- 
tion with  the  deliberations  which  led  to  the  despatch  of  the 
First  Fleet.  But  in  papers  of  later  date  the  active  interest  he 
took  in  the  welfare  of  the  new  settlement  and  the  influence  he 
exerted  are  abundantly  shown.  That  Sir  Joseph  Banks  had 
access  to  Phillip's  despatches  may  be  inferred  from  the  extracts 
in  his  own  handwriting  which  have  been  found  amongst  his 
papers,  and  that  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Ministers  may 
be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  drafts  of  their  despatches  and 
instructions  form  part  of  the  manuscripts  jDurchased  from  Lord 
Brabourne  by  the  Government  of  this  Colony. 

The  collection  does  not  contain  many  papers  relating  either  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Colony  or  the  time  of  Phillij^'s  Govern- 
ment, but  some  of  them  are  of  great  interest,  those,  for  example, 
which  relate  to  the  Mutiny  of  the  Bounty.  Captain  Bligh,  who 
commanded  that  vessel  on  its  memorable  voyage,  owed  his 
appointment  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  to  whom  he  wrote,  according  to 
his  own  statement,  a  fuller  account  of  the  affair  than  the  official 
report  which  he  sent  to  the  Admiralty.  In  one  respect  this 
is  true,  for  while  the  official  report  begins  with  the  arrival  of  the 
Bounty  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  voyage  from  England 
to  Otaheite,  the  account  sent  to  Banks  sets  forth  the  object  of 
the  expedition — the  carrying  of  the  bread-fruit  tree  from  the 
Society  Islands  to  Jamaica — and  gives  a  short  statement  concern- 
ing the  fitting  out  of  the  Bounty  and  the  instructions  given  to 
her  commander.  It  also  briefly  describes  the  voyage  from  Eng- 
land to  the  Cape.  But  as  regards  the  mutiny,  and  the  adventures 
of  Bligh  and  his  companions  after  they  had  been  cast  adrift  in 
the  Bounty's  launch,  the  official  account  is  the  fuller  of  the  two, 
and  carries  the  story  to  a  later  date.     The  account  sent  to  Banks 
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will  be  found  at  pp.  268-278.  Bligli's  official  despatcli,  wliicli 
was  not  received  in  time  for  insertion  in  the  body  of  the  volume, 
is  given  in  Appendix  A,  together  with  four  letters  from  Bligh  to 
the  Admiralty  reporting  the  movements  of  the  Bounty  on  tlie- 
voyage  to  the  Cape. 

There  are  also  among  the  extracts  made  from  the  Banks  Papers 
some  highly-interesting  letters  relating  to  the  expedition  of  dis- 
covery and  survey  to  the  North-west  Coast  of  America  made- 
by  Captain  Vancouver,  under  instructions  from  the  English 
Government.  Another  series  of  letters  which  passed  between 
Mr.  W.  Eichards,  junr.^  a  navy  contractor,  and  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  is  valuable^  because  of  the  light  it  throws  upon  the 
transportation  arrangements  of  the  early  days.  The  correspon- 
dence also  contains  proposals  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Richards  to  go 
out  to  ISTew  South  Wales  as  a  settler,  and  to  open  a  public  store 
in  Sydney.  About  this  time  the  emigration  question  was  under 
Sir  Joseph  Banks's  notice  in  another  shape,  as  will  be  seen  from 
a  plan  briefly  sketched  in  his  handwriting,  for  establishing  a 
number  of  families  on  an  estate  in  the  new  settlement  to  be 
allotted  by  the  Grovermnent.'^  A  memorandum  found  among  the 
papers,  occupying  only  three  lines  of  type^  is  of  peculiar  interest, 
for  it  records  the  fact  that  Sir  Joseph  Banks  could  have  held 
office  if  he  had  chosen  to  do  so^  and  that  he  refused  the  distinction 
because  he  considered  that  his  services  would  be  of  more  value 
to  the  Colony  if  he  kept  aloof  from  political  responsibilities.t  A 
few  other  papers  from  the  collection  are  also  published,  but  they 
do  not  require  special  notice. 

The  Historical  Eecords  relating  to  the  foundation  of  the 
Colony  begin  with  "  A  Proposal  for  Establishing  a  Settlement  in 
New  South  Wales,"  written,  in  August,  1783 J,  by  Mr.  James 
Maria  Matra,  of  Marston  House,  Frome,  Somersetshire,  and  No.  4 
Dake-street,  Gri'osvenor  Square,  London.  Little  is  known  of  this 
gentleman  at  the  present  day,  beyond  the  fact  that  he  was  for  a 
time  the  Consular  representative  of  Great  Britain  in  Morocco  ; 
but  he  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  position  and  influence,  or  his 
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proposal  would  not  liave  commanded  tlie  attention  it  received 
from  English  ministers.  Matra  is  a  name  well-known  in  Corsican 
history ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  James  Maria  Matra, 
who  was  certainly  an  English  subject  either  by  birth  or  natural- 
izatioUj  was  of  Corsican  origin.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
Eigliteenth  Century  the  Marquis  Matra  occupied  a  position  of 
political  importance  in  Corsica.  During  the  years  1741-48, 
according  to  BoswelFs  "Account  of  Corsica/'*  one  of  the 
Matras  and  his  fellow-countryman,  Gaffori,  were  joint  Protectors 
of  the  Island,  and  led  the  Corsicans  in  their  efforts  to  drive  out 
the  Genoese.  According  to  the  Nouvelle  Biographie  Generale, 
Marius  Emmanuel  Matra  had  a  command  under  Pasquale  de  Paoli 
in  1754,  but  turned  against  his  countryman.  He  joined  the 
Genoese  in  an  attack  on  Paoli,  and  was  killed  in  the  encounter. 
Another  Matra  (Colonel  Antonio  Matra),  who  had  joined  the 
Genoese,  took  part  in  an  attack  upon  Corsica  in  1767.  The 
Marquis  Matra  had  an  hereditary  enemy  in  the  Marquis 
Hyacinthe,  or  Giacinta  de  Paoli,  whose  son,  Pasquale  de  Paoli, 
became  in  1755  Dictator  of  Corsica,  a  position  which  he  occu- 
pied for  fourteen  years,  when  he  was  dispossessed  by  the  French. i 
In  an  article  published  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,  July,  1891,  Mr. 
Walter  Frewen  Lord  sketches  the  career  of  Pasquale  de  Paoli, 
and  tells  the  fate  of  the  Matra  family.  The  Marquis  de  Paol? 
maintained  "^  a  fierce  vendetta  all  his  life  with  the  Marquis 
Matra,^''  and  when  Pasquale  de  Paoli  came  into  power  one  of 
the  jfirst  steps  he  took  was  to  "  cut  off  the  Matras  root  and 
branch.''  Mr.  Lord  puts  the  thing  in  another  way;  the  Matras,  he 
says,  were  "piously  exterminated"  by  Paoli.  It  is  not  unreason- 
able to  suppose,  however,  that  some  members  of  the  family  escaped 
from  Corsica,  and  found  their  way  to  England,  at  that  time  the  only 
safe  shelter  for  political  refugees.  The  circumstances  are  sug- 
gestive, but  it  cannot  he  assumed  that  James  Maria  Matra  was 
one  of  the  refugees  of  1755,  for  in  1783,  only  twenty-eight  years 
later,  he  appears  to  have  been  living  as  a  well-established  English 

*  "  An  Account  of  Coraiea,"  by  James  Boswell.     Tliird  edition,  London,  1709. 
t  Paoli  took  refuge  in  England^  wliere  lie  became  an  intimate  friend  of  Johnson 
and  Boswell. 
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gentleman.  But  Corsica  was  an  uncomfortable  place  for  tlie  Matras 
long  before  tlie  time  of  Pasquale  de  Paoli,  and  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  some  brancli  of  the  family  made  a  liome  for  itself  in  England 
early  in  tbe  eigliteentli  century.  In  that  case,  there  is  nothing- 
improbable  in  the  supposition  that  the  author  of  the  ''  Proposal 
for  Establishing  a  Settlement  in  New  South  Wales"  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  Corsican  Matras,  born  in  England. 
Nothing  positive  can  be  stated  as  to  Matrass  origin,  but  so  much 
interest  attaches  to  the  writer  of  the  Proposal,  that  his  probable 
connection  with  the  Matras  of  Corsica  cannot  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  Matra's  proposal  was  laid  before  the  Coalition  Government 
of  Fox  and  Lord  North,  but  the  Ministry  went  out  of  office  in 
December,  1783,  and  no  action  was  taken.  Mr.  Matra's  sugges- 
tions, however,  were  made  use  of  by  the  Pitt  Ministry,  which 
succeeded  that  of  Fox  and  North,  in  preparing  the  scheme  which 
was  ultimately  carried  out.  In  the  proposal  as  originally  submitted 
no  allusion  was  made  to  sending  out  convicts,  but  after  conversing 
with  Lord  Sydney,  who  had  taken  Lord  North's  place  at  the  Home 
Office — the  department  which  had  the  control  of  Colonial  affairs 
— Mr.  Matra  wrote  an  addendum  to  his  paper,  in  which  he 
adopted  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Minister  that  New  South 
Wales  was  a  proper  place  for  the  reception  of  convicts  condemned 
to  transportation.  The  scheme  thus  amended  seems  to  have 
formed  the  basis  of  the  proposal  of  Admiral  Sir  Greorge  Young, 
forwarded  to  Lord  Sydney  in  January,  1785,  through  the 
Attorney- G-eneral,  Pepper  Arden."^  The  same  ideas  appear  in 
another  form  in  a  paper  without  name  or  date  entitled  "  Heads 
of  a  Plan  for  effectually  disposing  of  convicts  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  colony  in  New  South  Wales. "f  This  paper  is  official, 
as  shown  by  Lord  Sydney's  letter  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  18th  August,  1786,  J  and  his  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  31st  August,  1786§,  and  the  settlement  was  established 
practically  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  "  Heads  of  a  Plan." 

Preparations   for  the    despatch  of    the  First  Fleet  were  im- 
mediately begun,  and  the  vessels  sailed  in  May,  1787.      In  the 

*  Post,  pp.  10-13.  +  Post,  pp.  17-20. 

X  Post,  pp.  14-16.  §  Post,  pp.  20-22. 


INTRODUCTION.  xxvii 

interval  correspondence  took  place  between  department  and 
department  and  between  Grovernor  Phillip  and  tlie  departments. 
Pliillip^  who  was  first  captain  of  the  Sirius,  Hunter  being  second 
in  command,  had  two  important  matters  to  look  to — the  general 
outfit  of  the  expedition  and  the  equipment  of  his  own  vessel — 
and  during  the  time  of  preparation  he  wrote  many  letters  to 
Ministers,  Under  Secretaries,  and  other  officials.  Most  of  these 
were  sent  from  London,  where  he  was  detained,  as  stated  in 
King's  Journal,  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  on  matters 
of  importance  relating  to  the  expedition.  He  did  not  go  on 
board  the  Sirius  at  the  Motherbank  until  the  11th  May,  the  day 
before  the  fleet  got  under  weigh.  From  the  Motherbank  Phillip 
sent  one  letter,  and  three  others  were  despatched  by  the  Hyjena, 
which  accompanied  the  Sirius  a  hundred  leagues  from  the 
entrance  of  the  English  Channel.  The  papers  next  in  order 
consist  of  a  series  of  letters  from  Phillip  written  at  Santa  Ci-uz, 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  at  which  ports  the 
fleet  put  in  for  water  and  fresh  provisions. 

On  the  18th  January,  1788,  the  Supply,  having  on  board 
Governor  Phillip,  who  had  left  the  Sirius  eighty  leagues  to  the 
east  of  the  Cape,  entered  Botany  Bay,  and  on  the  26th  the  whole 
fleet  was  at  anchor  in  Sydney  Cove. 

Phillip  was  not  in  a  position  to  send  any  communication  to 
England  until  one  of  the  transports  sailed  on  the  return  voyage, 
and  his  first  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  bears  date  15th  May,  1788.  After  this  he  sent 
despatches  as  opportunities  arose.  These  despatches  deal  very 
fully  with  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  settlement ;  they 
constitute,  in  fact,  a  history  of  the  Colony  from  its  establishment 
to  the  close  of  Phillip's  Governorship.  Phillip's  first  despatch, 
addressed  to  Lord  Sydney,  was  replied  to  on  the  20th  June,  1789, 
by  the  Eight  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville,  afterwards  Lord  Grenville, 
who  had  succeeded  Lord  Sydney,  and  the  correspondence  was 
continued  with  regularity.  At  this  time  Ministerial  changes 
and  promotions  were  frequent,  and  as  the  passage  to  Australia 
was  not  usually  made  under  six  or  eight  months,  Phillip 
sent  despatches  to  England  in  ignorance  of  the  actual  state  of 
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affairs.  He  wrote  to  Lord  Sydney  after  tliat  Minister's  place 
liad  been  taken  by  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Grrenville,  and  to  G-renville 
■wlien  lie  in  turn  bad  been  superseded  by  the  Rigbt  Hon.  Henry 
Dundas.  Eight  months  after  Grenville  had  been  raised  to  the 
Peerage,  Phillip  addressed  his  despatches  to  "  the  Right  Hon. 
W.  W.  Grenville."  These  things  are  not  of  great  importance 
in  themselves ;  they  are  simply  pointed  out  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  apparent  discrepancies. 

The  despatches  from  Sydney  to  London  are  more  numerous 
and  more  voluminous  than  the  despatches  from  London  to  Sydney. 
This  is  what  might  have  been  expected.     Phillip  was  required 
to  transmit  to  the  Home  Office  a  full  account  of  his  proceedings 
and  the  affairs  of  the  settlement,  and  he  faithfully  obeyed  his 
instructions.    His  despatches,  though  not  wordy,  were  frequently 
of  considerable  length.    He  had  to  deal  with  matters  of  detail  as 
well  as  questions  of  importance,  and  it  was  sometimes  necessary 
to  treat  special  subjects  in  separate  despatches.    A  large  portion 
of  this  volume  is  taken  up  by  Phillip's  communications  to  the 
English    Departments    of    State,  while    the    replies,    which   in 
many  instances  contain  little  more  than  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  intelligence  received  from  Phillip  and  a  brief  intimation  of 
opinion  regarding  his  proceedings,  occupy  a  comparatively  small 
space. 

Although  the  English  Government  depended  chiefly  upon 
Phillip's  reports  it  was  not  without  information  from  other 
sources.  Major  Ross,  who  acted  as  Lieutenant-Governor  until 
the  detachment  of  Marines,  which  he  commanded,  was  replaced 
by  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  wrote  official  despatches  to  the 
Admiralty,  as  well  as  private  letters  to  Evan  Nepean,  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  and  Phillip  Stephens, 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty.  Ross's  private  letters  are  of  greater 
interest  than  his  public  ones,  for  they  are  written  without  reserve, 
and  give  his  independent  views  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
the  Colony  at  the  time. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  here  that  other  private  letters  will  be 
found  in  the  correspondence  now  published,  but,  although  private, 
they  are  of    such  a  nature  that  their  right  to  a  place  in  the 
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Records  cannot  be  disputed.  Apart  from  tlie  Banks  Papers,  few 
of  whicli  are  official,  althougli  they  relate  to  matters  historically- 
important,  the  Records  contain  a  number  of  private  and  quasi- 
private  letters  which  are  as  much  a  part  of  history  as  the  formal 
despatches.  The  correspondence  of  this  class  includes  letters 
between  Phillip  and  the  English  Ministers,  and  between  Phillip 
and  the  Under  Secretaries.  With  only  a  few  exceptions  these 
letters  refer  to  matters  of  public  concern,  and  some  of  them  are 
of  peculiar  interest  and  importance.  They  are  written  with  a 
freedom  which  is  foreign  to  official  communications,  and  they 
throw  light  upon  points  which  without  them  would  be  obscure. 
Correspondence  of  this  nature,  written  in  confidence,  need  not 
be  treated  as  confidential  now.  An  examination  of  the  Records 
will  show  that  private  letters,  when  they  bore  upon  matters  of 
public  importance,  were  considered  by  the  English  Grovernment 
and  frequently  acted  upon.  The  manner  in  which  they  were 
treated  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  private  letters  have  been  found 
among  the  papers  preserved  in  the  Departments  of  State. 

Other  letters,  private  in  form,  but  of  public  importance  by 
reason  of  the  information  contained  in  them,  are  printed  witht 
the  Records.  They  include  an  unofficial  letter  from  Captain 
William  Hill,  who  commanded  a  detachment  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps  on  board  the  Surprize,  one  of  the  vessels  belonging- 
to  the  Second  Fleet,  which  gives  fuller  information  regarding 
the  sufferings  of  the  convicts  on  the  voyage  than  can  be  found 
in  the  official  despatches.  There  is  also  an  unofficial  letter  from 
the  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  the  first  chaplain  of  the  Settlement,  des- 
cribing the  sad  condition  of  the  convicts  brought  by  the  Neptune^ 
Surprize,  and  Scarborough — the  Second  Fleet — on  their  arrival 
at  Sydney,  which  is  valuable  for  a  similar  reason.  Among  other 
private  letters  of  historical  value  is  one  from  Captain  Edward 
Manning,  commander  of  the  Pitt,  in  which  an  account  is  given 
of  a  severe  outbreak  of  fever  amongst  the  soldiers  and  seamen 
during  the  voyage.  Major  Grose,  the  Commandant  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  who  was  on  board  the  vessel  with  a  detach- 
ment of  soldiers,  wrote  an  official  letter  on  the  subject  to  Nepean, 
but  Captain  Manning's  account,  written  without  any  restraint,  is 
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mucli  fuller  and  far  more  interesting.  In  tlie  same  category  may- 
be placed  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Fowell,  of  tlie  Sirius,  in  wliicli 
lie  sends  to  liis  fatlier  in  England  a  full  account  of  the  loss  of 
that  vessel  at  Norfolk  Island  and  King-'s  voyage  to  Batavia  in 
the  Supply.^  A  letter  f I'om  Mr.  William  Wilberforce,  the  philan- 
thropist^ to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  as  to  the  appointment 
of  a  second  chaplain  for  New  South  Wales^  enclosing  a  note 
from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  has  been  found  among  the 
Home  Office  Papers,  and  is  reproduced.  Though  the  latter  was 
written  in  confidence,  it  is  of  great  public  interest.  That  it 
was  considered  and  acted  upon  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  for  a 
second  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Marsden,  was  soon  afterwards 
appointed. 

The  despatches  written  by  Phillip  at  Sydney  begin  by  announc- 
ing the  arrival  of  the  First  Fleet  in  Botany  Bay  in  January, 
1788,  and  carry  the  record  of  transactions  to  the  16th  October, 
1792,  two  months  before  he  took  his  departure  for  England.  In 
the  interval  several  fresh  batches  of  convicts  had  been  sent  out, 
and  notwithstanding  the  great  loss  of  life  on  board  some  of  the- 
transports,  and  the  heavy  mortality  that  took  place  after  the  con- 
victs were  landed,  the  population  of  the  settlements  had  increased 
to  upwards  of  4,000,  of  which  number  about  one-fourth  belonged 
to  Norfolk  Island.  In  the  face  of  serious  difficulties  a  good  deal 
of  work  had  been  done.  Buildings  had  been  erected  at  Sydney, 
branch  settlements  had  been  established  at  Parramatta  and 
Toongabbe,  and  1,500  acres  of  land  had  been  brought  under  culti- 
vation. Exploration  had  not  been  neglected.  A  knowledge  of  the 
country  between  Parramatta  and  the  Nepean  had  been  acquired, 
while  the  Hawkesbury  had  been  explored  from  its  mouth  to 
Windsor,  where  a  settlement  was  afterwards  formed.  The 
progress  that  was  made  may  be  traced  step  by  step  in  the 
despatches,  which  also  reveal  the  disadvantages  under  which  the 
3"0ung  community  laboured,  the  privations  and  sufferings  which 
all  classes  of  the  people  endured,  and  the  obstacles  which  were 

*  King,  who  Wcas  on  his  way  to  England  with  despatches  from  Phillip,  parted 
company  with  Fowell  at  Batavia.  The  latter  had  instructions  to  hire  a  vessel  at 
that  place  to  take  provisions  to  Sydney.  While  engaged  in  this  service  he  caught 
a  fever  and  died. 
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placed  in  Pliillip's  way  by  tlie  perverse  temper  of  some  of  the 
marine  officers.  To  what  extent  the  situation  was  realised  in 
England,  and  what  steps  were  taken  to  afford  relief,  may  be 
discovered  by  examining  the  despatches  sent  to  Phillip,  beginning 
with  Lord  Grenville's  communication  of  20th  June,  1789  (the 
first  despatch  from  England),  and  ending  with  the  despatch  of  his 
successor,  the  Eight  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  14th  July,  1792.  Other 
correspondence  took  place  between  the  Home  Office  in  London  and 
the  Governor  in  Sydney.  There  was  a  regular  interchange  of 
letters  between  Phillip  and  his  friend,  Under  Secretary  Nepean, 
who  discussed  at  length  matters  which  were  briefly  dealt  with  in 
the  communications  between  Minister  and  Governor.  The  two 
sets  of  correspondence  must  be  read  together ;  the  one  is  the 
complement  of  the  other. 

Although  the  official  despatches  from  the  Home  Office  to  Phillip 
and  fx'om  Phillip  to  the  Home  Office,  constitute  the  most  import- 
ant part  of  the  records,  other  papers  of  great  interest  connected 
with  the  affairs  of  the  settlement  are  printed.  There  are,  for 
example,  the  letters  sent  by  Captain  Hunter  to  the  Admiralty 
about  the  voyage  of  the  Sirius  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
she  was  sent  for  supplies  in  October,  1788,  and  her  loss  at  Norfolk 
Island  in  March,  1790,  while  taking  provisions  to  that  settlement ; 
and  the  letters  of  Lieutenant  Riou,  who  describes  the  accident  to 
the  Guardian,  which  struck  an  iceberg  while  on  her  way  to  Sydney 
under  his  command  with  supplies  for  the  settlement,  and  was  taken 
with  difficulty  to  Table  Bay,  where  she  was  abandoned. 

The  steps  taken  to  send  out  a  special  force  (the  New  South 
Wales  Corps)  for  service  in  the  Colony,  to  replace  the  detachment 
of  marines,  which  constituted  the  first  garrison,  and  the  conditions 
under  which  the  corps  was  raised  by  Major  Grose,  are  set  forth 
in  the  coi-respondence  which  passed  between  that  officer  and  the 
War  Office,  and  between  the  War  Office  and  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  State.  King,  who  went  out  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Norfolk  Island  in  1791,  purchased  live  stock  at  the  Cape  for  the 
benefit  of  the  settlement  at  Sydney,  and  a  full  account  of  these 
transactions  is  given  in  the  letters  which  were  sent  by  him  to 
the  Home  Office.     As  previously  stated,  it  became  necessary  very 
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sliortly  after  tlie  establisliment  of  the  Colony  to  send  to  tlie  Cape 
of  Grood  Hope,  Batavia,  and  India  for  provisions,  and  amongst 
tlie  papers  will  be  found  letters  from  the  Home  Office  to  the 
Governor-General  of  India,  as  well  as  correspondence  between 
the  Home  Office  and  the  contractors.  Correspondence  also  passed 
between  Phillip  and  the  Indian  authorities  on  the  subject,  and 
between  Phillip  and  the  contractors. 

Towards  the  close  of  1791  and  in  the  early  part  of  1792  the 
Home  Office  was  in  communication  with  John  Sutton,  a  Quaker, 
who  made  proposals  for  sending  fifteen  Qviaker  families  to  Sydney. 
The  correspondence  shows  that  the  proposals  were  accepted  with 
modifications,  but  owing  to  delays  and  other  circumstances  not 
clearly  stated  in  the  despatches,  the  persons  who  had  been  nomi- 
nated did  not  embark,  and  the  first  effort  to  place  emigrants 
from  England  as  free  settlers  on  the  soil  of  New  South  Wales 
came  to  nothing.*  Accordiiig  to  Judge-Advocate  Collins,  the 
Quakers  had  "engaged  to  take  their  passages  in  the  Bellona,'' 
which  arrived  at  Sydney  16th  January,  1793,  "but  it  was  said 
they  had  been  diverted  from  their  purpose  by  some  misrepresen- 
tations which  had  been  made  to  them  respecting  this  country." 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  correspondence  relates  to  Norfolk 
Island  and  its  affairs.  A  few  weeks  after  the  landinof  of  the 
expedition  at  Sydney  Cove,  Phillip  despatched  Lieutenant  King  to 
the  island  v/ith  a  batch  of  convicts ;  and  for  a  number  of  years 
intimate  relations  existed  between  the  two  settlements.  Durino* 
Phillip's  term  of  office  the  Government  at  Norfolk  Island  under- 
went several  changes.  King  was  replaced  by  Major  Ross  as  Com- 
mandant in  March,  1790,  and  in  November,  1791,  Ross  was  super- 
seded by  King,  who  had  been  sent  to  England  with  despatches, 
and  returned  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  island.  During 
King's  first  command  he  corresponded  Avith  Phillip,  from  whom 
his  authority  was  derived,  and  from  whom  he  received  his  com- 
mission and  instructions.  Ross  held  office  under  similar  conditions, 
and  he  also  corresponded  with  Phillip.  King  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  sent  despatches  both  to  PhilHp  and  the  Home  Office, 

*  Sec  note,  post,  p.  58  i. 
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but  so  far  as  tliis  collectioii  of  papers  goes  tlie  despatclics  are  to 
Phillip  only.  Tlie  information  received  at  Sydney  from  Norfolk 
Island  was  forwarded  to  tlie  Home  Office  as  opportunity  arose. 
Sometimes  Phillip  contented  himself  with  giving  in  his  own 
despatches  summaries  of  the  reports  he  had  received  from  the 
Commandant  or  Lieutenant-Governor;  at  other  times  he  sent 
extracts  from  the  Norfolk  Island  despatches,  or  the  despatches 
themselves.  The  more  important  of  the  public  orders  and  procla- 
mations made  at  Norfolk  Island  were  sent  to  England  as  enclosures, 
and  are  printed  with  Phillip's  despatches.  Both  Ross  and  King 
wrote  descriptions  of  the  place  they  had  been  called  upon  to 
govern,  in  which  they  offered  their  opinion  of  its  capabilities  as  a 
settlement,  and  gave  information  regarding  its  climate,  soil,  and 
products.     These  reports  form  part  of  the  reeords  now  published. 

As  indicated  in  the  Preface,  the  Records  contained  in  these 
pages  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  absolutely  complete.  There  are 
blanks  in  the  correspondence,  and  some  of  the  enclosures  which 
accompanied  the  despatches  are  absent.  The  omissions  may 
perhaps  be  made  good  when  the  manuscripts  in  the  Record  Office 
and  the  Departments  of  State  in  London  have  been  thoroughly 
exhausted,  but  all  the  papers  that  were  procurable  when  this 
collection  was  prepared  for  the  press  ho.ve  been  printed.  Un- 
expected discoveries  were  made  while  the  transcriptions  were  in 
progress,  and  early  manuscripts,  not  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government,  may  yet  be  brought  to  light.  In  the  meantime,  the 
best  use  has  been  made  of  the  material  at  command. 

To  prevent  any  misconception,  it  should  be  stated  that  the 
marginal  notes  do  not  form  part  of  the  manuscripts,  but  have 
been  written  as  a  guide  to  their  contents.  The  object  of  the 
foot  notes  is  to  explain  points  not  made  clear  in  the  text,  and 
to  assist  the  reader  in  finding  papers  having  relation  to  the  same 
subject  but  printed  in  chronological  order  in  different  parts  of 
the  volume. 

The  Index  contains  lists  of  the  despatches,  together  with  full 
information  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate. 
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1783 
A  Proposal  for  Establishing  a  Settlement  in  New  South 

Wales.  ^sau?. 

I  am  going  to  offer  an  object  to  the  consideration  of  our  Govern- 
ment what  rthatl  may  in  time  atone  for  the  loss  of  our  Amexican  ^^'^^^  °^ 

,       .  L  J  ./  Amenca. 

colonies. 

By  the  discoveries  and  enterprise   of  our  officers,   many  new 
countries  have  been  found  which  know  no  sovereign,   and  that  New  fields  of 
hold  out  the  most  enticing  allurements  to  Eui'opean  adventurers.    "^  "'"^'^ '°" 
None  are  more  inviting  than  New  South  Wales. 

Capt.  Cook  first  coasted  and  surveyed  the  eastern  side  of  that 
line  country,  from  the  38th  degree  of  south  latitude  'down  to  the  Cook's 
10th,  where  he  found  everything  to  induce  him  to  give  the  most  New  South 
favourable  account  of  it.     In  this  immense  tract  of  more   than  ^^'^'^s- 
2,000  miles  there  was  eveiy  variety  of  soil,  and  great  parts  of  it 
were  extremely  fertile,  peopled  only  by  a  few   lilack   inhabitants, 
who,  in  the  rudest  state  of  society,  knew  no  other  arts  than  such 
as  were  necessary  to  their  mere  animal  existence,  and  which  was 
almost  entirely  sustained  by  catching  fish. 

The  climate  and  soil  are  so  happily  adapted  to  produce  every 
various  and  valuable  production  of  Europe,  and  of  both  the  Indies,  Climate 
that  with  good  management,  and  a  few  settlers,  in  twenty  or 
thirty  years  they  might  cause  a  revolution  in  the  whole  system  of 
European  commerce,  and  secure  to  England  a  monopoly  of  some 
part  of  it,  and  a  very  large  share  in  the  whole. 

*  Mr.  Matra  and  his  proposal  are  noticed  in  the  Introduction,  ante  pp.  xxi\■-.\.\^  i. 
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Part  of  it  lies  in  a  climate  parallel  to  the  Spice  Islands,  and  is 
fitted  for  the  production  of  that  valuable  commodity,  as  well  as 
the  sugar-cane,  tea,  coffee,  silk,  cotton,  indigo,  tobacoo,  and  the 
other  articles  of  commerce  that  have  been  so  advantageous  to  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe. 

I  must  not  omit  the  mention  of  a  very  important  article,  which 
may  be  obtained  in  any  quantity,  if  this  settlement  be  made  the 
proper  use  of,  which  would  be  of  very  con>siderable  consequence, 
both  amonfj  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life.  I  mean  the 
New  Zealand  hemp  or  flax-plant,  an  object  equally  of  curiosity 
and  utility.  By  proper  operations  it  would  serve  the  vai'ious  pur- 
poses of  hemp,  flax,  and  silk,  and  it  is  more  easily  manufactured 
than  any  one  of  them.  In  naval  equipments  it  would  be  of  the 
greatest  importance ;  a  cable  of  the  circumference  of  ten  inches 
would  be  equal  in  strength  to  one  of  eighteen  inches  made  of 
European  hemp.  Our  manufacturers  are  of  opinion  that  canvas 
made  of  it  would  be  superior  in  strength  and  beauty  to  any  canvas 
of  our  own  country.  The  threads  or  filaments  of  this  plant  are 
formed  by  nature  with  the  most  exquisite  delicacy,  and  they  may 
be  so  minutely  divided  as  to  be  small  enough  to  make  the  finest 
cambrick ;  in  color  and  gloss  it  resembles  silk.  After  my  true, 
though  imperfect  description  of  this  plant,  I  need  not  enlarge  on 
it,  as  a  very  singular  acquisition,  both  to  the  arts  of  convenience 
and  luxury. 

This  country  may  afford  an  asylum  to  those  unfortunate 
American  loyalists  to  whom  Great  Britain  is  bound  by  every  tie 
of  honour  and  gratitude  to  protect  and  support,  where .  they 
may  repair  their  broken  fortunes,  and  again  enjoy  their  former 
domestic  felicity. 

That  the  Government  may  run  no  risque  nor  be  left  to  act  in 
a  business  of  this  kind  without  sufiicient  information,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  one  ship  of  the  peace  establishment  (to  incur  the 
least  possible  expence)  be  directly  sent  to  that  country,  for  the 
discovery  and  allotment  of  a  proper  district,  for  the  intended 
settlement ;  that  one  or  two  gentlemen  of  capacity  and  knowledge, 
as  well  in  soil  and  situation,  as  in  every  other  requisite,  be  sent 
in  her,  that  there  may  be  no  imposition  on  the  Government,  nor 
upon  the  Americans,  who,  with  their  families,  shall  adventure 
there. 

If  the  Government  be  disposed  to  extend  this  plan,  two  vessels 
may  be  sent  with  two  companies  of  marines,  selected  from  among 
such  of  that  corps  as  Ijest  understand  husbandry,  or  manu- 
facturies,  and  about  twenty  artificers,  who  are  all  the  emigration 
required  from  the  parent  State ;  these  last  to  be  chiefly  such  as 
are  taken  on  board  ships  of  war  for  carpenters'  and  armourers' 
crews,  with  a  few  potters  and  gardeners. 
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These  twenty  men  and  the  marines,  under  a  proper  person,  to       1783 
be  left  at  the  new  settlement,  with  materials  and  provisions,  to     23  Aug. 
prepare  for  the  reception  of  the  intended  settlers,  that  their  wants 
may  be  as  few  as  possible  on  their  arrival. 

As  the  ship,  or  ships,  stop  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  sufficient 
stock  to  begin  with  of  cows,  sheep,  goats,  hogs,  poultry,  and  seeds 
may  be  obtained  there.     A  supply  of  the  like  articles,  as  Avell  as  Live  stock 
cotton  seeds,  plantains,  grapes,  grain,  etc.,  &c..  may  be  had  in  any  a"'ip-a"ts. 
quantity  at  Savu  or  any  of  the  Moluccas,  which  are  very  near 
Kew  South  Wales. 

When  the  landing  is  effected  the  smaller  vessel  may  be  dis-  One  ship  to 
patched  home  with  the  intelligence  ;  and  while  the  party  designed  ^^^^™- 
to  be  left  are  superintending  the  gardens  and  increase  of  live  stock, 
the  other  ship  may,   if  thought  proper,  be  despatched  to  New  The  other 
Caledonia,  Otahite,  and  the  neighbouring  islands  to  procure  a  few  ^^  \^^^^^^ 
families  there,  and  as  many  women  as  may  serve  for  the  men  left  islands, 
behind.     There  is  every  reason  to  believe  they  may  be  obtained 
without  diffictilty.     If  but  one  vessel  goes,  the  party  with  their 
stock    may    be   left  without    apprehension  of   danger  from   the 
natives. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  is  of  opinion  that  we  may  draw. any  number  Banks 
of   useful  inhabitants   from   China,    agreeal^ly    to  an   invariable  chhiese^"'"^ 
custom   of   the    Dutch   in  forming  or  recruiting  their  Eastern 
settlements. 

As  it  is  intended  not  to  involve  the  Government  in  either  a 
great  or  a  useless  expense  (for  the  settlement  is  designed  to  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  parent  country,  as  well  as  for  the  emolument  of 
the  adventurers),  a  sum  not  exceeding  £3,000  will  be  more  than  rrobaWe 
adequate  to  the  whole  expense  of  Government.  Most  of  the  tools, 
saws,  axes,  (fee,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  party  left  may  be  drawn 
from  the  ordnance  and  other  public  stores,  where  at  present  they 
are  useless ;  and  the  vessels  also,  being  part  of  the  peace  estab- 
lishment, neither  can,  nor  ought  to  be,  fairly  reckoned  in  the 
expenditure. 

That  the  Ministry  may  be  convinced  that  this  is  not  a  vain.  Scheme 
idle  scheme,  taken  up  without  due  attention  and  consideration,  ^v^'the "'  ^ 
they  may  be  assured  that  the  matter  has  been  seriously  considered  Americans, 
by  some  of  the  most  intelligent  and  candid  Americans,  who  all 
agree  that,  under  the  j)atronage  and  protection  of  Government, 
it  offers  the  most  favorable  prospects  that  have  yet  occurred  to 
better  the  fortunes  and  to  promote  the  happiness  of  their  fellow- 
sufferers  and  countrymen. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  highly  approves  of  the  settlement,  and  is  very  and  by 
ready  to  give  his  opinion  of  it,  either  to  his  Majesty's  Ministry 
or  others,  whenever  they  may  please  to  require  it. 

Should  this  settlement  be  made,  we  may  enter  into  a  commerce  Trade  with 
that  would  render  our  trade  to  China,  hitherto  extremely  against  ^^"^'*- 
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US,  very  favourable.  The  Aleutian  and  Foxes  islands,  situated 
between  Asia  and  America,  which  abound  with  the  choicest  furs, 
lie  nearly  north  of  New  South  Wales.  It  is  from  these  islands 
the  Russians  get  the  most  and  best  of  their  furs,  with  which  they 
carry  on  a  very  lucrative  trade  by  land  with  the  Chinese.  Our 
ships  that  sailed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Cook  and  Clerke 
stopped  at  some  of  them,  and  the  skins  which  they  procured  then 
sold  in  China  at  400  hard  dollars  each,  though  for  the  few  they 
brought  home,  of  the  same  quality,  they  only  received  about  ten 
pounds  each.  As  our  situation  in  ISTew  South  Wales  would  enable 
us  to  carry  on  this  trade  with  the  utmost  facility,  we  should  be 
no  longer  under  the  necessity  of  sending  such  immense  quantities 
of  silver  for  the  different  articles  we  import  from  the  Chinese 
Empire. 

There  is  also  a  prospect  of  considerably  extending  our  woollen 
trade.  We  know  that  large  quantities  of  woollen  cloth  are 
smuggled  to  Japan  by  the  Russians,  which,  as  it  is  taken  by  land 
carriage  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Kamschatka,  and  then  to  the 
islands  by  a  very  precarious  navigation  in  boats,  must  be  extremely 
dear.  The  Japanese,  however,  go  in  their  junks  to  the  islands 
and  purchase  great  quantities  of  it. 

The  peninsula  of  Korea,  a  kingdom  tributary  to  the  Chinese, 
and  unvisited  by  Europeans,  has  its  supply  at  second-hand  chiefly 
from  the  Japanese.  No  ship  has  ever  attempted  this  commerce, 
excepting  once  or  twice  that  the  Spaniards  ventured  thither  from 
their  American  dominions ;  but  as  the  inhabitants  of  New  Spain 
are  but  indifferent  navigators  for  the  high,  cold  latitudes,  they 
could  not  oftener  repeat  the  enterprise. 

It  may  be  seen  by  Captain  Cook's  voyage  that  New  Zealand  is 
covered  with  timber  of  size  and  every  quality  that  indicates  long- 
duration  ;  it  grows  close  to  the  water's  edge,  and  may  be  easily 
obtained.  Would  it  not  be  worth  while  for  such  as  may  be  dis- 
patched to  New  South  Wales  to  take  in  some  of  this  timber  on 
their  return,  for  the  use  of  the  King's  yards  ?  As  the  two  countries 
are  within  a  fortnight's  run  of  each  other,  and  as  we  might  be  of 
the  utmost  service  to  the  New  Zealanders,  I  think  it  highly  pro- 
bable that  this  plan  might  become  eminently  useful  to  us  as  a 
naval  power,  especially  as  we  might  thus  procure  masts,  a  single 
ti-ce  of  which  would  he  large  enough  for  a  first-rate  ship,  and 
planks  superior  to  any  that  Euroi:ie  possesses. 

By  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  with  Holland  we  are 
entitled  to  a  free  navigation  in  the  Molucca  Seas.  A¥ithout  a 
settlement  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  concession  is  useless  ;  for  the 
Dutch  have  an  agent  almost  on  every  island  in  those  seas.  If  we 
have  a  settlement,  it  is  unnecessary ;  for  as  spices  are  the  only 
articles  we  could  expect  by  it,  it  is  probable  we  should  stand  in  no 
need  of  their  indulgence,  for  as  part  of  New  South  Wales  lies  in 
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the  same  latitude  with  the  Mohiccas,  and  is  even  very  close  to       1783 
them,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  what  nature  has  so     23  Aug. 
bountifully  bestowed  on  the  small  islands  may  also  be  found  on  gpjg^T" 
the  lai-ger.     But  if,  contrary  to  analo<j;y,  it  should  not  be  so,  the  may  be 

c?t/'  1.1  ciiltiva.t6a 

defect  is  easily  supplyecl,  for,  as  the  seeds  are  procured  without 
diihculty,  any  quantity  may  speedily  be  cultivated. 

To  those  who  are  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  weakening  the  mother  Emigration 
countiy  by  opening  a  channel  for  emigration,  I  must  answer  that  P°  ^'^'' 
it  is  more  profitable  that  a  part  of  our  countrymen  should  go  to  a 
new  abode,  where  they  may  be  useful  to  us,  than  to  the  American 
States.  If  we  cannot  keep  our  subjects  at  home,  it  is  sound  policy 
to  point  out  a  road  by  following  of  Avhich  they  may  add  to  the 
national  strength. 

The  place  which  New  South  Wales  holds  on  our  globe  might  ^^^l^^  "^  ^ 
give  it  a  very  commanding  influence  in  the  policy  of  Europe.  If  station. 
a  colony  from  Britain  was  established  in  that  large  tract  of 
country,  and  if  Ave  were  at  war  with  Holland  or  Spain,  we  might 
very  powerfully  annoy  either  State  from  our  new  settlement.  AVe 
might,  with  a  safe  and  expeditious  voyage,  make  naval  incursions 
on  Java  and  the  other  Dutch  settlements ;  and  we  might  with 
equal  facility  invade  the  coast  of  Spanish  America,  and  intercept 
the  Manilla  ships,  laden  with  the  treasures  of  the  west.  This 
check  which  New  South  Wales  would  be  in  time  of  war  on  both 
those  powers  makes  it  a  very  important  object  wdien  we  view  it 
in  the  chart  of  the  world  with  a  political  eye. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks'  high  approbation  of  the  scheme  which  I  have  Banks's 
here  proposed  deserves  the  most  respectful  attention  of    every  entitled  to 
sensible,  liberal,  and  spirited  individual  amongst  his  countrymen,  attention. 
The  language  of  encomium,  applied  to  this  gentleman,  would  surely 
be  inequitably  censured  as  the  language  of  adulation.      To  spurn 
the  alluring  pleasures  which  fortune  procures  in  a  frivolous  and 
luxurious  age,  and  to  encounter  extreme  difiiculties  and  dangers 
in  pursuit  of  discoveries,  which  are  of  great  benefit  to  mankind,  is 
a  complicated  and  illustrious  event,  as  useful  as  it  is  rare,  and 
which  calls  for  the  warmest  publick  gratitude  and  esteem. 

I  shall  take  this  opportunity  to  make  a  remark  on  colonization  Colonis.v 
wliich  has  not  occurred  to  me  in  any  author,  and  which  I  flatter 
myself  will  contain  some  important  civil  and  political  truth. 

Too  gi'eat  a  diminution  of  inhabitants  of  the  mother  country  nepoimia- 
is  commonly  apprehended  from  voluntary  emigration — an  aj^pre- *''°"     *^°'-^" 
hension   wliich   seems    to   me    not    to    be    the  result  of  mature 
reflexion.     That  we  almost  universally  have  a  strong  affection  for 
our  native  soil  is  an  observation  as  true  as  it  is  old.    It  is  founded 
on  the  affections  of  human  nature.     Not  only  a  Swiss,  but  even 
an  Icelander,  when  he  is  abroad,  sickens  and  languishes  in  his  Love  of 
alxsence  from  his  native  country ;  therefore,  few  of  any  country  country, 
will  ever  think  of  settling  in  any  foreign  part  of  the  world,  from 
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a  restless  mind  and  from  romantic  views.  A  man's  affairs  are 
generally  in  a  very  distressed,  in  a  desperate  situation  when  he 
resolves  to  take  a  long  adieu  of  his  native  soil,  and  of  connections 
which  must  be  always  dear  to  him.  Hence  a  body  of  emigrants,, 
nay  a  numerous  body  of  emigrants,  may  in  a  commercial  view  he 
of  great  and  permanent  service  to  their  parent  community  in 
some  remote  part  of  the  world,  who,  if  they  continue  at  home, 
will  probably  live  to  see  their  own  ruin,  and  will  be  very  prejudicirJ 
to  society.  The  politician  of  an  expanded  mind  reasons  from 
the  almost  invariable  actions  of  human  nature.  The  doctrine  of 
the  petty  statesman  is  hardly  applicable  to  a  larger  extent  than 
that  of  his  own  closet.  When  our  circumstances  are  adverse  in 
the  extreme  they  very  often  produce  illegal  and  rapacious  con- 
duct. If  a  poor  man  of  broken  fortunes  and  of  any  pretensions  be 
timid  in  his  natui^e,  he  most  probably  becomes  a  useless,  if  he 
has  an  ardent  spirit,  he  becomes  a  bad  and  a  criminal,  citizen. 
There  are  indeed  some  epochs  in  a  State  when  emigrations  from 
it  may  be  too  numerous ;  but  when  from  some  calamitous  and 
urgent  publick  cause  it  must  be  unworthy  of  inhabitants. 

Ja3ies  M.  Matra. 
August  23rd,  1783.  '        
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When  I  conversed  w^ith  Lord  Sydney  on  this  svibject  it  was 
observed  that  New  South  Wales  would  be  a  very  proper  region 
for  the  reception  of  criminals  condemned  to  transportation.  I 
l)elieve  that  it  will  be  found  that  in  this'  idea  good  policy  and 
humanity  are  united. 

It  will  here  be  very  pertinent  to  my  purpose  to  give  an  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
several  returns  relative  to  goals  [gaols].* 

1st  Resolution: — "That  the  plan  of  establishing  a  colony  or 
colonies  in  some  distant  part  of  the  globe,  and  in  new  discovered 
countries,  where  the  climate  is  healthy,  and  where  the  means  of 
support  are  attainable,  is  equally  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of 
humanity  and  sound  policy,  and  might  prove  in  the  result  advan- 
tageous to  navigation  and  commerce." 

2d.  Resolution. — "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that 
it  might  be  of  publick  utility  if  the  laws  which  now  direct  and 
authorize  the  transportation  of  certain  convicts  to  his  Majesty's 
colonies  and  plantations  in  N.  America  were  made  to  authorize 
the  same  to  any  part  of  the  globe  that  may  be  found  expedient." 

The  following  facts  will  particularly  corroborate  the  second 
resolution : — 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-six  convicts  wei'e  sent  to  Africa  from 
the  year  1775  to  1776.  The  concise  account  of  them  given  into 
the  committee  exhibits  an  alarming  expenditure  of  human  life. 

*  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  appointed  in  1T77. 
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33-i  died,    271    deserted  to  no   one   knows  where,   and  of   the       1783 
remainder  no  account  could  be  given.     Governor  O'Hara,  who     23  Aug. 
had  resided  in  Afilca  many  years,  was  o£  opinion  that  British 
convicts  could  not  for  any  time  exist  in  that  cHiiiate. 

The  estimate  of  the  expence,  given  in  by  Mr.  Roberts,  necessary  Expense  of 
to  estabHsh  a  settlement  there,  to  receive  them,  amounted  to  i,f  Af^^ica?*^ 
£9,865.  Afterwards  the  annual  charge  to  the  publick  for  each 
convict  would  be  about  £15  14s.  Government  pays  annually  to 
the  contractor  for  each  con"\'ict  who  is  employed  in  the  hulks 
£26  15s.  lOd.  The  annual  work  of  each  man  is  valued  at  a  third 
of  the  expense. 

I  am  informed  that  in  some  years  more  than  1,000  felons  are  Cost  of 
convicted,  many  of  whom  are  under  18  years  of  age.     The  charge  i^,°"^e?  *  ^ 
to  the  publick  for  these  convicts  has  been  increasing  for  the  last 
seven  or  eight  years  ;  and,  I  believe,  now  amounts  to  more  than 
£20,000  per  annum. 

When  the  convicts  were  sent  to  America  they  were  sold  for  a 
servitude  of  seven  years.  A  proposal  has  been  made  for  the 
alteration  of  this  mode,  respecting  those  sent  to  Africa,  by  con-  Two  plans 
demning  them  to  some  publick  work  there.  They  were  to  be  [.°^j|'f(!|g*"'^ 
released  from  servitude,  and  some  ground  was  to  be  given  them 
to  cultivate  in  proportion  as  a  reformation  was  observed  in  their 
conduct. 

Neither  of  those  plans  can  I  approve. 

Give  them  a  few  acres  of  ground  as  soon  as  they  arrive  in  New  Another 
S(3uth  Wales,  in  absolute  property,  with  what  assistance  they  may  !',.ants  oF 
want  to  till  them.      Let  it  be  here  remarked  that  they  cannot  fly  lan^^. 
from  the  country,   that  they  have   no   temptation  to  theft,   and 
that  they  must  work  or  starve.     I  likewise  suppose  that  they  are 
not,  by  any  means,  to  be  reproached  for  their  former  conduct. 
If  these  premises  be  gi'anted  me,  I  may  reasonably  conclude  that 
it  is  highly  probable  they  will  be  useful ;  that  it  is  very  possible 
they  will  be  moral  subjects  of  society. 

Do  you  wish,  either  by  private  prudence,  or  by  civil  policy,  to  Rcfoi-matioa 
reclaim  offenders  ?      Show  by  your  treatment  of  them  that  you 
think  their  reformation  extremely  practicable,  and  do  not  hold  "ry^'"^*  ^'^'"" 

!•  ii'i  1  -J?-  men. 

out  every  moment  before  their  eyes  the  hideous  and  mortiiying 
deformity  of  their  own  vices  and  crimes.  A  man's  intimate  and 
hourly  acquaintance  with  his  guilt,  of  the  frowns  and  severities  of 
the  woi'ld,  tend  more  powerfully,  even  than  the  immediate  effects 
of  his  bad  habits,  to  make  him  a  determined  and  incorrigible 
\illain. 

By  the  plan  which  I  have  now  proposed  a  necessity  to  continue 
in  the  place  of  his  destination  and  to  be  industrious  is  imposed 
on  the  criminal.      The  expence  to  the  nation  is  a1)solutely  imper-  Kionomy 
ceptible,  comparatively,  with  what  criminals  have  hitherto  cost  humanity 
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1783       Government ;  and  thus  two  objects  of  most  desirable  and  beautiful 
23  Aug.     union  will  be  permanently  blended — economy  to  the  publick,  and 
humanity  to  the  individual. 

James  M.  Matra. 


1784 

1  Oct. 
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J.  M.  Matra  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 

Marston  House,  Frome,  Somersetshire, 
Dear  Sir,  1st  October  [November],  '84. 

Of  the  many  letters  that  I  have  long  been  pestered  with 
on  the  subject  of  New  South  "Wales,  the  enclosed  is  the  only  one 
that  I  am  now  desirous  of  answering,  foi'  which  reason  I  take  the 
liberty  of  sending  it  to  you.  I  know  that  Mr.  De  Laneey,  who 
is  very  sanguine  on  the  business,  has  been  active  in  procuring  the 
consent  of  many  people  to  go ;  and  as  a  settlement  somewhere  is 
essentially  necessary  to  them,  I  wish  to  be  authorized  to  give  him 
a  decisive  answer,  which,  whatever  my  private  opinion  may  be,  I 
think,  would  be  improper  till  I  hear  from  you.  You  will,  there- 
fore, do  me  a  particular  pleasure,  if  to  the  great  trouble  you  have 
already  taken  in  pushing  forward  this  business  for  me  you  would 
be  so  obliging  as  to  tell  me  if  the  Ministry  have  come  to  a  decided 
resolution  to  reject  the  plan,  or  if  there  be  any  chance  of  its 
being  entered  on  in  the  spring  season.  I  shall  go  next  Thursday 
for  a  few  days  to  Ld.  Craven's,  Benham  Place,  Berks.,  where  your 
letter  to  me,  under  Ld.  Cork's  cover,  will  safely  reach  me.  My 
company,  to  be  sure,  is  not  politically  orthodox,  but  when  I  assure 
you  that  I  am  not  contaminated  by  their  heresies,  you  will  excuse 
the  direction.  I  shall  always  be  extremely  cautious  of  obtruding 
on  your  time  ;  and,  were  you  to  see  but  a  list  of  the  fiftieth .  part 
of  the  letters  I  am  perplexed  with  about  the  S.  Seas,  I  know  you 
would  pardon  this  instance.  I  am,  &c., 

James  M.  Matra, 

Thursday  morning. 

The  Attorney-General,  I  believe  by  his  own  desire,  has  had  com- 
municated to  him  an  observation  on  the  passage  of  our  China 
ships  that  I  imagine  will  remove  the  only  difficulty  that  I  can 
think  of  in  the  way  of  the  South  Sea  scheme. 

It  is  a  better  rout  and  shorter  for  the  ships  bound  to  China 
to  pass  by  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales — 2row  that  it  is  so  well 
known — than  that  which  they  at  present  pursue.  Sir  George 
Young  has  spoken  to  several  of   them   on  this  subject,  and  it 

•'■  Evan  Nepean,  Under  Secretary  of  the  Home  Department,  which  was  charged  with  the 
administration  of  Colonial  affairs.  He  was  created  a  baronet  in  1802.  Mr.  Matra's  letter 
and  enclosure  refer  to  a  proposal  to  send  American  lo.yalists  as  emig-raiits  to  New  South 
Wales.  The  American  loyalists  were  the  colonists  who" remained  loyal  to  Great  Britain  in 
the  War  of  Indepcndonce,  and  were  punished  by  beinf,^  driven  from  their  homes.  Mr. 
De  Lancey's  suggestions  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  British  Government. 
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appears  that  the  Goverment  may  send  out  convicts  at  about  1784 
£15  a  head,  and  as  Mr.  Pitt's  Commutation  Bill  will  considerably  i  Oct. 
increase  the  number  of  China  ships,  twenty  being  taken  out  by 
each  yearly,  will  rid  you  of  as  many  as  are  on  hand.  As  perhaps 
the  Attorney-General  may  not  receive  this  in  time,  you  will 
oblige  me  by  communicating  it  to  Ld.  Sydney  before  he  goes  to 
the  Cabinet  Council. 

As  there  are  officers  of  some  consideration  in  the  service  who 
are  willing  to  go  on  this  duty,  and  as  the  number  of  convicts  officers 
taken  out  at  the  beginning  are  few,  and  chosen,  I  think  the  im-  sery",^'  ^'^ 
propriety  of  employing  King's  ships  in  the  first  instance  suffi.- 
ciently  removed. 

[Enclosure.] 

James  De  Lancey  to  J.  M.  Matra.* 

Dear  Sir,  Southampton,  October  the  12th,  1784.  12  Oct. 

I  should  have  answered  yours  of  the  31st  of  August 
sooner,  but  waited  in  expectation  of  another  letter  from  you, 
which  would  have  contained  something  decisive  in  regard  to  New 
South  Wales. 

My  brother  will  deliver  this  to  you.  He  wishes  much  to  have 
this  business  determined  one  way  or  the  other,  in  order  that,  if  j-  c'ecisiou 

t/  '  '        (losircti, 

the  plan  of  making  a  settlement  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere 
should  1)6  given  up,  he  may  think  of  some  other  way  of  I'endering 
himself  usefull,  as  he  has  an  active  mind,  and  does  not  chuse  to 
remain  idle. 

The  season  for  a  voyage  to  that  country  will  soon  be  elapsed,  ^,^g 
and  unless  the  equipment  is  speedily  sett  on  foot,  another  year  Loyalists, 
will    be   lost,   and  my  prospect  of  procuring  settlers  from  the 
loyalists  in  Nova  Scotia  rendered  less  favourable,  for  by  next 
year    I    should    suppose    most    of   them    who   have   gone   thei'e 
will  have  procured  some  kind  of  habitation  for  themselves,  and 
will  not  chuse  to  quit  them  for  an  uncertain  settlement  in  N.S. 
Wales,   and   I  would  like  to  have  among  the  emigrants   some  Superior 
of  the  better  sort,   and  should  not  chuse  to   have   the   colony  etu'Ri-ants". 
composed  only  of  such  persons  who  would  not  get  their  living 
anywhere  else. 

I  find  that  the  Treasury  Board  have  met,  and  therefore  hope 
that  now  the  Ministers  have  returned  to  town  some  final  deter- 
mination will  Ije  liad  on  this  Inisiness,  and  flatter  myself  that  a 
measure  which  aj^pears  to  meet  with  general  approbation  will 
not  be  abandoned.  I  am,  itc, 

James  De  Lancev. 

*  Thi?  letter  was  addressed  to  James  Maria  Matra,  Esq.,  No.  4,  Duke-street,  Grosvenor 
Square.    No  further  correspondence  on  the  subject  has  been  found  amongst  the  Kecords. 
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1784  Lord  Howe*  to  Lord  Sydney. 

^^^^°-  Admiralty,  26th  Dec,  1784. 

I  RETURN,  my  dear  Lord,  the  papersf  you  left  with  me  to-day, 

which  are  copies  oialy  of  the   former   sent  to  me  on  the  same 

subject  on  Friday  evening. 

Matra's  Should  it  be  thoua;ht  advisable  to  increase  the  number  of  our 

^  settlements  on  the  plan  Mr.  Matra  has  suggested,   I  imagine  it 

would  be  necessary  to  employ  ships  of  a  diiierent  construction. 

Frigates  are  ill  adapted  for  such  services.     I   conceive  that  ships 

of  burthen  to  contain  the  various  stores,  provisions,  implements, 

&c.,  wanted  for  the  first  colonists  meant  to  be  established  there, 

and  composing  the  chief  part  of  the  company  of  the  ship,  should 

be  provided  for  the  purpose,  tho'  an  armed  vessel  of  suitable 

dimensions  might  be  previously  appointed  to  inspect  and  fix  on  the 

preferable  station  for  fonning  the  intended  establishment.     The 

Unfavour-     length  of  the  navigation,  subject  to  all  the  retardments  of  an 

e  opinion,  jj^^^g^  voyage,  do  not,  I  must  confess,  encourage  me  to  hope  for  a 

return  of  the  many  advantages  in  commerce  or  war  which  Mr.  M. 

Matra  has  in  contemplation.  I  am,  &c., 

Howe. 


SIR  GEORGE  YOUNG'S  PLAKJ 

2785  The  Attorney-General  to  Lord  Sydney. 

13  Jan.  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 

My  Lord,  Jan'ry  13th,  1785. 

Sir  George  Inclosed  you  receive  a  scheme  of  Sir  George  Young,  of  the 

pian"^'^  ^^vy,  for  settling  New  South  Wales,  which  he  has  desired  me  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  for  your  consideration,  to  which  I 
take  the  liberty  of  recommending  it.  Lord  Mansfield  mentioned 
the  subject  to  me,  and  desired  Sir  George  Young  would  call  upon 
me  and  explain  his  ideas.  I  profess  myself  totally  ignorant  of 
the  probability  of  the  success  of  such  a  scheme,  but  it  appears  to 
A  likely  me,  Upon  a  cursory  view  of  the  subject,  to  be  the  most  likely 
method  of  effectually  disposing  of  convicts,  the  number  of  which 
requires  the  immediate  interference  of  Government.  As  your 
Lordship  and  Sir  George  Yonge  were  desirous  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor should  be  consulted  respecting  the  removal  of  the  soldiers 
from  Hastings,  and  as  I  understood  your  Lordship  was  to  see 
the  Chancellor  to-day,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you,  as  soon  as  it 

*  Admiral  Howe,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
t  Matra's  proposal. 

t  The  names  Young-  and  Yonge,  which  both  occur  in  the  Attorney-General's  letter,  must 
not  be  confounded.  Sir  George  Young,  who  proposed  a  plan  for  settling  convicts  on  the 
New  South  Wales  coast,  was  a  naval  officer  of  distinction  (Admiral  of  the  White).  Sir  George 
Yonge  was  Secretary  at  War. 


proposal. 
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is  determiued  whether  an  application  shall  be  made  for  their  I'^'^S 
removal,  inform  me,  and  I  will  give  immediate  orders  for  the  13  Jan. 
proper  steps  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose.        I  have,  jfec, 

R.  P.  Aeden. 
[Enclosure.] 

The  "Plan." 

The  following  is  a  rough  outline  of  the  many  advantages  that 
may  result  to  this  nation  from  a  settlement  made  on  the  coast 
of  Kew  South  Wales  : — 
Its  great  extent   and   relative    situation    with   respect    to    the  Geograprii- 
eastern  and  southern  parts  of  the  globe  is  a  material  considera-  ^^  ^°''' '""' 
tion.     Botany  Bay,  or  its  vicinity,  the  part  that  is  proposed  to  be 
first  settled,  is  not  more  than  sixteen  hundred  leagues  from  Lima 
and  Baldivia  [Valdi^da],  with  a  fair  open  navigation,  and  there  Trade  v.ith 
is  no  doubt  but  that  a  lucrative  trade  would  soon  be  opened  with  America. 
the  Creole  Spaniards  for  English  manufactures.     Or  suppose  we 
were   again   involved  in  a  Avar  with   Spain,  here  are   ports  of 
shelter  and  refreshment  for  our  ships,  should  it  be  necessary  to 
send  any  into  the  South  Sea. 

From  the  coast  of  China  it  lies  not  more  than  about  a  thou-  Commercial 
sand  leagues,  and  nearly  the  same  distance  from  the  East  Indies,  p°s'*^'°"- 
from  the  Spice  Islands  about  seven  hundred  leagues,  and  near  a 
month's  run  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  variety  of  climates  included  between  the  forty -fourth  and  ^>riet.v  of 
tenth  degrees  of  latitude  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  uniting  in  one  productions. 
territory  almost  all  the  productions  of  the  known  world.  To 
explain  this  more  fully  I  will  point  out  some  of  the  countries 
which  are  situated  within  the  same  extent  of  latitude,  on  either 
side  of  the  Equator.  They  are  China,  Japan,  Siam,  India, 
Persia,  Arabia-felix,  Egypt,  Greece,  all  Turkey,  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea,  Italy,  Spain,  South  of  France,  and  Portugal,  with 
Mexico,  Lima,  Baldivia  [Valdivia],  and  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  which  may  be  added  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  &c.,  &c. 

From  this  review  it  will,   I  think,   be  acknowledged  that  a  Facilities 
territory  so  happily  situated  must  be  superior  to  all  others  for  ^°^  ^^aAv.. 
establishing   a   very   extensive    commerce,    and   of   consequence 
greatly  increase  our  shipping  and  number  of  seamen.     Nor  is  it 
mere  presumption  to  say   the  country  is  everywhere  capable  of 
producing  all  kinds  of  spice,  likewise  the  fine  Oriental  cotton,  Tropical 
indigo,  coffee,  tobacco,  with  every  species  of  the  sugar-cane,  also  P^'oi'^'^^^^s. 
tea,  silk,  and  madder.     That  \evy  remarkaljle  plant  known  by  the 
name  of  the  New  Zealand  flax-plant  may  be  cultivated  in  every  riax. 
part,  and  in  any  quantity,  as  our  demands  may  require.     Its  uses 
are  more  extensive  than  any  vegetable  hithei'to  known,  for  in  its 
gross  state  it  far  exceeds  anything  of  the  kind  for  cordage  and 
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1785  canvas,  and  may  be  obtained  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  those 
13  Jan.  materials  we  at  present  get  from  Russia,  who  may  perhaps  at 
some  future  period  think  it  her  interest  to  prohibit  our  trade  for 
such  articles,  and  the  difficulties  that  must  arise  in  such  a  case 
are  too  ol^vious  to  mention,  but  are  everywhere  provided  against 
in  this  proposal. 

With  but  a  trifling  expence  and  a  little  industry  we  may  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  establish  a  commercial  mart  on  one 
island  comprehending  all  the  articles  of  trade  in  itself  and  every 
necessary  for  shipping,  not  to  mention  the  great  probability  of 
finding  in  such  an  immense  country  metals  of  every  kind. 

At  a  time  when  men  are  alarmed  at  every  idea  of  emigration  I 
wish  not  to  add  to  their  fears  by  any  attempt  to  depopulate  the 
parent  state.  The  settlers  of  New  South  Wales  are  principally  to 
be  collected  from  the  Friendly  Islands  and  China.  All  the  people 
required  from  England  are  only  a  few  that  are  possessed  of  the 
useful  arts  and  those  comprized  among  the  crews  of  the  ships  sent 
on  that  service. 

The  American  loyalists  would  here  find  a  fertile,  healthy  soil, 
far  preferable  to  their  own,  and  well  worthy  their  industry,  where, 
with  a  very  small  part  of  the  expence  the  Crown  must  necessarily 
be  at  for  their  support,  they  may  be  established  now  comfortal^ly, 
and  with  a  greater  prospect  of  success  than  in  any  other  place 
hitherto  pointed  out  for  them. 

The  very  heavy  expence  Government  is  annually  put  to  for 
transporting  and  otherwise  punishing  the  felons,  together  with 
the  facility  of  their  return,  are  evils  long  and  much  lamented. 
Here  is  an  asylum  open  that  will  considerably  reduce  the  first, 
and  for  ever  prevent  the  latter. 

Upon  the  most  liberal  calculation  the  expence  of  this  plan  can- 
not exceed  ^3,000,  for  it  must  be  allowed  that  ships  of  Avar  are  as 
cheaply  fed  and  paid  in  the  South  Seas  as  in  the  British  Channel. 
Had  I  the  command  of  this  expedition,  I  should  require  a  ship 
of  wax- — say,  the  old  Rainbow,  now  at  Woolwich,  formerly  a  ship 
of  forty  guns — as  the  best  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  any  in 
the  Navy,  with  only  half  her  lower-deck  guns  and  250  men,  one 
hundred  of  which  should  be  marines ;  a  store-ship,  likewise,  of 
about  600  tons  burthen,  with  forty  seamen  and  ten  marines,  and  a 
small  vessel  of  about  100  tons,  of  the  brig  or  schooner  kind,  with 
twenty  men,  both  fitted  as  ships  of  war  and  commanded  by  proper 
officers. 
Guard-ship  The  large  ship  is  necessary  for  receiving  fifty  of  the  felons,  pro- 
visions, and  stores,  with  a  variety  of  live  stock  and  plants  from 
England  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  She  is  more  particularly 
Avanted  as  a  guard-ship,  to  i-emain  in  the  country  at  least  two 
years  after  her  arrival,  or  longer,  as  may  he  found  necessary,  to 
protect  the  settlers,  &c.     The  store-ship  is  required  for  taking  an 


Felons. 


E.tpense. 


Ships 
required. 
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additional  quantity  of  provisions,  to  serve  until  wc  are  about  to       I'^'^S 
raise  some  for  ourselves.     The  brig  or   schooner  is  principally      isjan. 
wanted  to  explore  the  coast  on  our  arrival,  for  notwithstanding  a  £xpioriii''- 
convenient  place  is  already  mentioned  for  the  purpose,  nature  ship. 
and  experience  inform  me  a  navigable  river  may  be  found  on  such 
an  extensive  coast,  which,  when  discovered,  she  may  be  then  dis- 
patched to  England  with  an  acccount  of  our  proceedings.      In  the 
nieantune,  the  store-ship  may  be  sent  to  the  Fi'iendly  Islands  for 
inhabitants  and  useful  plants. 

The  settlement  being  thus  established,  any  difficulties  that  may 
arise  from  the  great  distance  of  New  South  "Wales  are  obviated 
in  the  mamier  following  : — The  China  ships  belonging  to  the  East 
India  Comjoany,  after  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  keeping 
more  to  the  southerd  than  usual,  may  land  the  felons  on  the  Route  for 
coast,  and  then  proceed  to  the  northerd,  round  New  Ireland,  ghips!'^'"^ 
ifcc,  or  through  Saint  George's  Channel,  and  so  on  to  the  island 
Formosa  for  Canton.  With  a  little  geographical  investigation, 
this  passage  will  be  found  more  short,  easy,  and  a  ^afer  navigation 
than  the  general  route  of  the  China  ships — from  Madrass  through 
the  Streitfhts  of  Malacca. 

Perhaps  the  number  of  the  felons,  after  the  present  are  disposed 
of,  may  not  require  more  than  two  shijDs  in  the  coarse  of  a  yeai\ 
The  expence  thereof  attending  the  transporting  of  them  by  this  cheap  trans- 
method  must  certainly  be  much  less  than  by  any  other  whatever,  poi't^'^'^'o"- 
without  even  the  most  distant  probability  of  their  return.     Every 
ship  may  take  any  number  of  felons  not  exceeding  seventy. 

Necessary  Implements  : —  implements. 

Iron  in  bars  Soap 

Forges  and  anvills  Hatts  and  caps 

Spades  and  shovels  Wheels  of  barrows 

Mattocks  Seeds  and  plants 

Spikes  and  nails  Articles  of  trade  with  natives 

Pitchforks  of  the  islands,  &c. 

Axes  of  sorts  Window  glass 

Iron  crows  and  wedges  Grain  of  sorts 

Saws  of  sorts  Fishing  tackle 

Large  hammers  Gardening  too 

Mills  Carpenters'  do. 

Grindstones  Smiths'  tools 

Cutlery  Shoemakers'  do. 

Cooking  utensils  Bricklayers'  do. 

Iron  pots  of  sorts  Masons'  do. 

Shoes  and  leather  Coals  as  ballast 

Linnen  and  woollen  cloth  Some  leaden  pumps,  &c. 

Tinware  Scythes 

Thread,  needles,  &c.  Pewter  and  earthenware. 

Stockings 
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Gaols  over- 
crowded. 


Lord  Sydney  to  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury. 


Convicts  to 

be 

transported 


to  Rotany 
Bav. 


Order  for 
fii-st  fleet. 


ilarlues. 


My  Lords, 


Whitehall,  18th  August,  1786. 


in  this  kingdom 


The  several  gaols  and  places  for  the  confinement  of  felons 
being  in  so  crowded  a  state  that  the  greatest 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  not  only  from  their  escape,  but  from 
infectious  distempers,  which  may  hourly  be  expected  to  break  out 
amongst  them,  his  Majesty,  desirous  of  preventing  by  every 
possible  means  the  ill  consequences  which  might  happen  from 
either  of  these  causes,  has  been  pleased  to  signify  to  me  his  royal 
commands  that  measures  should  immediately  be  pursued  for 
sendino-  out  of  this  kingdom  such  of  the  convicts  as  are  under 
sentence  or  order  of  transportation. 

The  Nautilus,  sloop,  which,  upon  the  recommendation  of  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  had  been  sent  to  explore 
the  southern  ,  coast  of  Africa,  in  order  to  find  out  an  eligilile 
situation  for  the  reception  of  the  said  convicts,  where  from  their 
industry  they  might  soon  be  likely  to  obtain  means  of  subsistence, 
having  lately  returned,  and  it  appearing  by  the  report  of  her 
officers  that  the  several  parts  of  the  coast  which  they  examined 
between  the  latitudes  15°  50'  south  and  the  latitude  of  33°  00' 
are  sandy  and  barren,  and  from  other  causes  unfit  for  a  settle- 
ment of  that  description,  his  Majesty  has  thought  it  advisable 
to  fix  upon  Botany  Bay,  situated  on  the  coast  of  New  South 
Wales,  in  the  latitude  of  about  33  degi'ees  south,  which,  according 
to  the  accounts  given  by  the  late  Captain  Cook,  as  well  as  the 
representations  of  persons  who  accompanied  him  during  his  last 
voyage,  and  who  have  been  consulted  upon  the  subject,  is  looked 
upon  as  a  place  likely  to  answer  the  above  pui'poses. 

I  am,  therefore,  commanded  to  signify  to  your  Lordships  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  forthwith  take  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  for  providing  a  proper  number  of  vessels  for  the 
conveyance  of  750  convicts  to  Botany  Bay,  together  with  such 
provisions,  necessaries,  and  implements  for  agriculture  as  may  be 
necessaiy  for  their  use  after  their  arrival. 

In  order  that  a  proper  degree  of  subordination  and  regiTlarity 
may  be  preserved  in  this  new  intended  settlement,  his  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  give  orders  that  an  officer  and  proper  assistants 
shall  be  appointed  to  superintend  it,  and  that  three  companies  of 
the  Marine  Corps  shall  be  stationed  there  so  long  as  it  may  be 
found  necessaiy.  The  officers  and  marines  will  be  embarked  on 
board  a  ship  of  war  and  a  tender,  which  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  have  been  directed  to  provide  for  this  service, 
the  commanders  of  which  will  be  instructed  to  take  under  their 
protection  the  ships  on  board  of  which  the  convicts  may  be  em- 
barked, and  to  regulate  their  sailing  to  the  place  of  destination. 

The  crews  of  the  ship  of  war  and  the  tender,  as  well  as  the 
Marine  Corps,  will  be  victualled  by  the  Naval  Department  during 
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their  passage  ;  but  your  Lordships  will  please  to  take  notice  that       1786 
the  marines  are  to  be  provided  for  after  their  landing,  and  supplies     is  A-ag. 
of  provisions,  as  well  as  implements  for  agricnlture,  should  also  be 
procured  for  their  use.     The  number  may  amount  to  about  180, 
to  which  is  to  be  added  the  stafiF  establishment,  consisting  of 
fifteen,  and  perhaps  200  females,  which  yovir  Lordship  will  see  by  island 
a  sketch  of  the  plan  for  forming  this  new  settlement,  herewith  women, 
transmitted,''^  are  likely  to  be  procured  from  places  in  its  neighbour- 
hood, as  companions  for  the  men.f 

If  the  persons  who  may  contract  for  the  passage  of  the  convicts  Guard  for 
should  be  desirous  of  obtaining  military  assistance  for  their  greater  transports, 
security,  they  may  be  accommodated  with  a  part  of  the  marines, 
who  would  otherwise  be  conveyed  to  the  new  settlement  in  the 
ship  of  war  and  the  tender. 

According  to  the  best  opinions  that  can  be  obtained,  it  is  Two  years' 
supposed  that  a  quantity  of  provisions  equal  to  two  years'  con- 1"°^'^*^°"^- 
sumption  should  be  provided,  which  must  be  issued  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent,  in  the 
expenditure  of  which  he  will,  of  course,  be  guided  by  the 
proportion  of  food  which  the  country  and  the  labour  of  the  new 
settlers  may  produce. 

From    the  length  of   the  passage  to  New  South  Wales,   the 
commanding  ofhcer  will  most  likely  find  it  necessary  to  call  at 
the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  as  well  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  water.     At  the  latter  of  these 
places  he  will,  in  all  probability,  be  enabled  to  obtain  cattle  and 
hogs,  as  well  as   seed  grain,  all  of  which  must  be  procured  for  grain  from 
the  new  settlers,  with  a  view  to  their  future  subsistence,  and  ^iie  Cape, 
as  expenses    will    thereby,    of   course,    be    incurred,    it   will    be 
necessary    that    your    Lordships     should    authorize    the    naval 
commander,   or  the  superintendent,   to  draw  upon  you  for  the  . 
amount ;  and  that,  in  addition  thereto,  a  quantity  of  merchan- 
dize should  be  put  on  board   the    ship  of  war   or   the   tender 
previous  to   their   sailing,   sufficient  to    obtain    supplies  of  live  Barter, 
stock  by  the  means  of  bai'ter  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands 
contiguous  to  the  new  intended  settlement,  from  whence  such 
suj)plies  may  at  all  times  be  obtained. 

A  small  quantity  of  garden  seeds    should  be   sent   out  from  Garden 
hence,  together  with  some  seed  grain,  to  prevent  inconveniences  and  grain, 
that  might  happen  should  any  difficulties  arise  in  procuring  a 
supply,  particularly  of  the  latter,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  tools  for  erecting  habitations,  and  implements  for  agri- Tools  and 
culture,    which    it    is    supposed    will   be    most   useful    in    the 
.settlement,  are  specified  in  the  list  accompanying  this,  and  with 

*  Post,  p.  17. 
t  Women  from  the  Islands.    This  part  of  the  plan  was  not  carried  out. 
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Clothing. 


Instruments 

and 

medicines. 


Immediate 
action. 


Tools  and 
utensils 


which  it  will  be  proper  to  supply  the  marines  and  the  convicts 
after  their  landing  at  the  settlement.  It  is,  therefore,  his 
Majesty's  further  pleasure  that  these  articles  he  also  jDrovided 
and  sent  out,  together  with  l^edding  for  each  of  the  convicts, 
and  a  proportion  of  cloa thing  agreeably  to  the  estimate  enclosed. 
The  marines  will  be  supplied  with  bedding  from  the  ship  of  war. 

I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  only  further  to 
acquaint  your  Lordships  that  a  quantity  of  surgical  instruments 
and  medicines  and  necessaries  for  the  sick  Avill  likewise  be 
wanted,  and  as  soon  as  an  estimate  can  be  formed  it  shall  be 
transmitted  to  your  Lordships,  together  with  the  staff  establish- 
ment. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  only  to  recommend  it  to  your 
LoixTships  to  cause  every  possible  expedition  to  be  used  in  pre- 
I^aring  the  shipping  for  the  reception  of  the  said  convicts,  and 
for  transporting  the  supplies  of  2:)rovisions  and  necessaries  for 
their  use  to  the  place  of  their  destination.*       I  have,  &c., 

Sydney. 
[Enclosure.] 

1786. 

Livi  of  Tools,  Utensils,  etc.,  necessary  for  the  Convicts  and  3Iarines  intended 
to  proceed  to  Neiu  South  Wales. 

Spades,  1,  @  3s.  ;  shovels,  1,  @  3s.  ;  hoes,  3  for  each  man,  @  9d.  ;  felling 
axe,  1,  @  3s. ;  hatchet,  1,  @  Is. ;  knife,  1,  @  6d.  each ;  gimblet,  wooden  bowls, 
platters,  and  spoons,  6d.  for  each  man. 

The  articles  necessary  to  each  man  amounts  to  12s.  6d. 
which  for  700  men  will  be  . . . 

General  StocJ:. 
Crossciit  saws,  40  @  10s.  each  ... 
Hand  saws,  1  for  every  4  men,  @  5s.  each     ... 
Frame  saw.s,  40,  @  16s.  each 
Adzes,  100,  @  2s.  each   ... 
Broad  axes,  100,  @  2s.  6d.  each 
Hammers,  1  for  every  4  men,  @  Is.  each 
Augers,  140,  @  Is.  each 
Drawing  knives,  149,  at  Is. 
Chissels  and  gouges,  300,  @  7d.  each  ... 

Planes,  100,  @  2s.  6d.  each        

Iron  forges,  anvils,  and  hammers,  10,  @  £3  ... 
Grindstones,  30,  @  10s.  6d.  each 
Wheelbarrows,  40,  @  10s.  each 
Pickaxes,  50,  @  5s.  each 

Ploughs,  12,  @,  £4  each  

Iron  hand  mills,  40,  @  £2  each... 
Coopers'  tools,  10  setts,  @  £1  15s.  each 

Carried  forivard 

*  The  King's  Speech  (George  III)  read  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  on  the  23rd  .Januarj-, 
1787,  contained  the   following-   passage :—"  A   plan    has   hfcn   formed,  b.v  no'  direction, 
for  transpoi-ting  a  number  of  con\icts  in  order  to  remove  tlie  incon\enience  which  arose 
from  the  crowded  state  of  the  gaols  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;   and  you  will, 
doubt  not,  take  such  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purijose." 
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PLAN    OF    TEAXSPORTATION. 


Brougld  forward 
Nails  of  difft  sizes,  (a;  2s.  9d.  p'r  1,000,  ab't  10  barrels 

Spikes,  2,000,  @  £1  10s.  p'r  100  

Hinges,  200  pairs,  @  8d.  each  ... 

Locks,  100,  @  Is.  each    ... 

Bar  iron,  flat  and  square,  10  ton,  @  £17 

G hiss,  1,000  S(|uares,  (5  8d.  per  doz.     ... 

Fishing  lines,  hooks,  nets,  needles,  twine,  &c. 


Estimate  of  clothing  to  serve  a  male  convict  for  one  year 

Jackets,  2,  @  4s.  6d.       ...         

Wollen  drawers,  4,  @  2s. 

Hat,  1,  @  2s.  6d.  

Shirts,  3,  (S)  3s. 

Worsted  stockings,  4  p'r,  (a;  Is. 

Frocks,  3,  (a  2s.  3d 

Trousers,  3,  @  2s.  3d 

Shoes,  3,  @  4s.  6d. 

£2  19    6 
The  expence  of  clothing  female  convicts  may  be  computed  to  amount  to 
the  same  sum. 
A  proportion  for  two  years  to  be  provided. 

[Enclosure.] 
Heads  of  a  Plan.* 
Heads    of    a   plan    for    effectually    disposing   of    convicts,    and  Proposal  for 
rendering    their    transportation    reciprocally    beneficial    both    to  settlement. 
themselves  and  to  the  State,  by  the  establishment  of  a  colony  in 
New  South  "Wales,  a  country  which,  by  the  fertility  and  salubrity 
of  the  climate,   connected  with  the  remoteness  of  its  situaticm 
(from  whence  it  is  hardly  possible  for  persons  to  return  without 
permission),  seems   peculiarly  adapted   to  answer  the  views  of 
Government  with  respect  to  the  providing  a  remedy  for  the  evils 
likely  to  result  from  the  late  alarming  and  numerous  increase  of 
felons  in  this  country,  and  more  particularly  in  the  metropolis. 

It  is  proposed  that  a  ship  of  w'ar  of  a  proper  class,  with  a  part 
of  her  guns  mounted,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  men  on  board 
for  her  navigation,  and  a  tender  of  about  200  tons  burthen,  Ships. 
commanded  by  discreet  officers,  should  be  got  ready  as  soon  as 
possible  to  serve  as  an  escort  to  the  convict  ships,  and  for  other 
purposes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

That,  in  addition  to  their  crews,  they  should  take  on  board  Marines. 
two  companies  of    marines  to  form  a  military  establishment  on 
shore  (not  only  for  the  protection  of  the  settlement,  if  i-equisite, 
against  the  natives,   but   for   the   preservation  of  good    order), 
together  with  an  assortment  of  stores,  utensils,  and  implements,  stores  and 
necessary  for  erecting  habitations  and  for  agriculture,  and  such  provisions, 
quantities  of  provisions  as  may  be  proper  for  the  use  of  the  crews. 

C  *  Ante,  p.  15. 
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As  many  of  the  marines  as  possible  should  be  artificers,  such  as 
carpenters,  sawyers,  smiths,  potters  (ifpossible),  and  some  husband- 
men. To  have  a  chaplain  on  board,  with  a  surgeon,  and  one  mate 
at  least ;  the  former  to  remain  at  the  settlement. 

That  these  vessels  should  touch  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
any  other  places  that  may  be  convenient,  for  any  seed  that  may 
be  requisite  to  be  taken  from  thence,  and  for  such  live  stock  as 
they  can  possibly  contain,  which,  it  is  supposed,  can  be  procured 
there  without  any  sort  of  difficulty,  and  at  the  most  reasonable 
rates,  for  the  use  of  the  settlement  at  large. 

That  Govei'nment  should  immediately  provide  a  certain  number 
of  ships  of  a  proper  burthen  to  receive  on  board  at  least  seven  or 
eight  hundred  convicts,  and  that  one  of  them  should  be  properly 
fitted  for  the  accommodation  of  the  women,  to  prevent  their  inter- 
course with  the  men. 

That  these  ships  should  take  on  board  as  much  provisions  as 
they  can  possibly  stow,  or  at  least  a  sufficient  quantity  for  two 
years'  consumption ;  supposing  one  year  to  be  issued  at  whole 
allowance,  and  the  other  year's  provisions  at  half  allowance,  which 
will  last  two  years  longer,  by  which  time,  it  is  presumed,  the 
colony,  with  the  live  stock  and  grain  which  may  be  raised  by  a 
common  industry  on  the  part  of  the  new  settlers,  will  be  fully 
sufficient  for  their  maintenance  and  support. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  crews  of  the  ships  appointed  to  contain 
the  convicts,  a  company  of  marines  should  be  divided  between 
them,  to  be  employed  as  guards  for  preventing  ill  consequences 
that  might  arise  from  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  convicts,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  crew  in  the  navigation  of  the  ship  from 
insults  that  might  be  offered  by  the  convicts. 

That  each  of  the  ships  should  have  on  board  at  least  two 
surgeons'  mates,  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  sick,  and  should 
be  supplied  with  a  proper  assortment  of  medicines  and  instruments, 
and  that  two  of  them  should  remain  with  the  settlement. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  ships  which  are  intended  to  convey  the 
convicts,  the  ship  of  war  and  t'ender  may  be  employed  in  obtain- 
ing live  stock  from  the  Cape,  or  from  the  Molucca  Islands,  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  which  may  be  brought  from  either  of  those 
places  to  the  new  settlement  in  two  or  three  trips  ;  or  the  tender, 
if  it  should  be  thought  most  adviseable,  may  be  employed  in  con- 
^■eying  to  the  new  settlement  a  further  number  of  women  from 
the  l^-iendly  Islands,  New  Caledonia,  etc.,  which  are  contiguous 
thereto,  and  from  whence  any  number  may  be  pi'ocured  without 
difficulty  ;  and  without  a  sufficient  proportion  of  that  sex  it  is 
well-known  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  preserve  the  settlement 
from  gross  irregularities  and  disorders. 

The  whole  regulation  and  management  of  the  settlement  should 
be  committed    to  the    cai^e  of   a   discreet  officer,  and  provision 
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should  be  made  in  all  cases,  both  civil  aiul  military,  by  special  1786 
instructions  under  the  Great  Seal  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  thought  ^g  ^^,„ 
proper. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  observed  with  great  force  and  truth 
that  the  difference  of  expence  (whatever  method  of  carrying  the 
convicts  thither  may  be  adopted)  that  this  mode  of  disposing  of 
them  and  that  of  the  usual  ineffectual  one  is  too  trivial  to  be  a  Expense  not 
consideration  with  Government,  at  least  in  comparison  with  the  considered, 
great  object  to  be  obtained  by  it,  especially  now  the  evil  is  in- 
creased to  such  an  alarming  degree,  from  the  inadequacy  of  all 
other  expedients  that  have  hitherto  been  tried  or  suggested. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark  in  favour  of  this  plan  that  con- 
siderable advantage  will  arise  from  the  cultivation  of  the  New 
Zealand  hemp  or  flax-plant  in  the  new  intended  settlement,  the  Flax, 
.supply  of  which  would  be  of  great  consequence  to  us  as  a  naval 
power,  as  our  manufacturers  are  of  opinion  that  canvas  made  of 
it  would  be  superior  in  strength  and  beauty  to  any  canvas  made  of 
the  European  material,  and  that  a  cable  of  the  circumference  of 
ten  inches  made  from  the  former  would  be  superior  in  strength 
to  one  of  eighteen  inches  made  of  the  latter.  The  threads  or 
ti  laments  of  this  New  Zealand  plant  are  formed  by  nature  with 
the  most  exquisite  delicacy,  and  maybe  so  minutely  divided  as  to 
j)e  manufactured  into  the  finest  linens. 

j\Iost  of  the  Asiatic  productions  may  also  without  doubt  be  Tropical 
cultivated  in  the  new  settlement,  and  in  a  few  years  may  render  '"^°  "'^'"'' 
<  lur  recourse  to  our  European  neighbours  for  those  productions 
unnecessary. 

It  may  also  be  j^roper  to  attend  to  the  possibility  of  procuring  New  Zealand 
from  New  Zealand  any  quantity  of  masts  and  ship  timber  for  the  *™  ^'' 
use  of  our  fleets  in  India,    as   the    distance    between    the    two 
countrys  is  not  greater  than  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 
Ft  grows  close  to  the  water's  edge,  is  of  size  and  quality  superior  to 
any  hitherto  known,  and  may  be  obtained  without  difficulty. 

Staff  Establishment  for  the  Settlement  at  New  South  Wales  : —   Estimate  of 

expenditure. 
Yearly  Salary.  

The  Naval  Commander  to  be  appomted  Governor  or  Super-         £    s.    d.  1— Staff. 

intendent-General        ...         ...         ...         ...         500     0     0 

The   Commanding   Officer   of  the   Marines   to   be   appointed 

Lieut. -(iov.  or  Dept.  Superintendent  ...         ...         ...       250     0    0 

The   Commi.ssary  of  Stores   and   Provisions,   for  himself  and 

assistants  (to  be  appointed   or  named  by  tlie  contractors 

for  the  provisions)        200     0     0 

Pay  of  a  .surgeon      £182  10     0 

Ditto  of  two  mates 182  10    0 

:mri   o   o 

Chaplain        182  10     0 


£1,497  10     0 
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18  Aug. 
2— Clothing. 


Estimate  of  clothing  to  serve  a  male  convict  for  one  year  : — 


21  Aug. 


Terms  for 

conveying 
convicts. 


No. 

Value  each 

s.   d. 

2 

4     6 

4 

2     0 

1 

2     6 

3 

3    0 

4  pr. 

1     0 

3 

2    3 

3 

2    3 

3pr. 

4     6 

Jackets 

Woolleu  drawers    ... 

Hat 

Shirts  

Worsted  stockings 

Frocks 

Trousers 

Shoes 

£2  19    6 

The  expence  of  clothing  female  convicts  may  be  computed  to  amount  to 
the  like  sum. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

0 

9 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

9 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

6 

9 

0 

6 

9 

0 

13 

6 

TURNBULL    MaCAULAY    AND     T.     GkEGORY    TO    UnDER    SECRETARY 

Nepean. 

Sir,  London,  21st  August,  1786. 

If  Government  should  determine  to  send  the  convicts  to 
South  Wales,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  to  undei'take  to  convey  them 
thither,  and  provide  what  may  be  wanting  for  them,  on  the 
following  terms  : — 

To  provide  sufficient  vessels  for  transporting  them  thither,  and 
to  remain  two  months  with  them  after  their  arrivals  ;  accomodation 
on.  board  ;  and  sufficient  provisions  for  the  voyage,  and  two  months 
after  ;   at  the  rate  of  twenty-eight  guineas  each  person. 

To  deliver  in  South  Whales  sufficient  provisions,  in  proportion,  as 
the  troops  are  victualled,  for  such  number  of  men  and  such  length 
of  tune  as  maybe  required,  at  the  rate  of  Tg-d.  sterling  p'r  man  p'r 
day  ;  freiglit  and  insurance  to  South  Wales  therein  included. 

To  purchase  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  whatever  tools, 
utensils,  &c.,  may  be  wanted,  without  charging  any  commission 
thereon.  W^e  have,  ttc, 

TURNBULL    MaCAULAY    AND    T     GREGORY. 


Lord  Sydney  to  the  Lords  of  The  Admiralty. 

31  Aug.  My  Lords,  W^hitehall,  31st  August,  1786. 

The  King  having  been  pleased  to  signify  his  Royal  Com- 
mands that  750  of  the  convicts  now  in  this  kingdom  under 
sentence  of  transportation  should  be  sent  to  Botany  Bay,  on 
the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  in  the  latitude  of  33°  south,  at 
which  place  it  is  intended  that  the  said  convicts  should  form  a 
Convicts  to  settlement,  and  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  should  forthwith 
Botany  Bay.  provide  a  Sufficient  number  of  vessels  for  their  conveyance  thither, 
together  with  provisions  and  other  supplies  for  their  subsistence, 
as  well  as  tools  to  enable  them  to  erect  habitations,   and  also 
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implements  fur  agriculture  ;  and  it  being  his  Majesty's  intention       1786 
that  a  ship  of  war  of  a  proper  class,  with  part  of  her  guns  only      ^i  Aur'. 
on  board,  commanded  by  an  able  and  discreet  officer,  and  a  suffi-     .  — 
cient  establishment  of  inferior  officers  and  men,  together  with  a  required, 
vessel  of  about  200  tons  burthen,  commanded  also  by  an  officer, 
should,  as  soon  as  the  convict  ships  are  ready,  proceed  with  them 
to  the  new  settlement,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  their  sailing, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order  during  the  pas- 
sage, as  well  as  for  other  purposes  after  their  arrival — 

I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  your  Lordships  the  King's  plea-  ^^]P°^  J'^^ 
sure  that  you  do  forthwith  cause  a  ship  of  war  and  a  tender  for 
those  services  to  be  fitted  for  sea  with  all  possible  expedition,  and 
when  the  said  convicts  shall  be  put  on  board  the  ships  which  are 
preparing  for  their  reception  in  the  river  Thames,  to  instruct  the 
commander  of  the  ship  of  war  to  take  the  convict  ships  under  his  instructions 
protection,  and  proceed  with  them  and  the  tender  (which  he  will  c^„*^i|„jgr 
employ  as  he  shall  find  occasion)  to  Botany  Bay,  calling  off  Ply- 
mouth, on  his  way  thither,  for  another  convict  ship,  the  master  of 
which  will  be  directed  to  join  the  convoy  from  thence  upon  its 
appearance. 

From  the  length  of  the  voyage  to  New  South  Wales,  the  convoy 
will,  of  course,  find  it  necessary  to  put  into  port  on  their  way 
thither,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  their  water.  Your  Lordships 
will,  therefore,  give  instructions  accordingly,  only  taking  care  that 
one  of  the  places  to  be  fixed  upon  for  a  rendezvous  may  be  the  i^endezyous 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  whence  it  is  intended  that  as  many  '^  ^  '^'^*^' 
.supplies  as  possible  for  the  new  settlement  shall  be  procured. 

.  As  it  has  been  thought  advisable  that  some  military  establish-  <5arrison. 
ment  shall  be  made  at  the  new  intended  settlement,  not  only  to 
enforce  due  subordination  and  obedience,  but  for  the  defence  of 
the  settlement  against  incursions  of  the  natives,  and  as  from  the 
nature  of  the  service  to  be  performed   it  is  highly  expedient  that 
it  should  be  composed  of  men  accustomed  to  and  under  proper 
discipline,    his    Majesty    has    been   pleased   to   direct  that   160 
private  marines,  with  a  suitable  number  of  officers  and  non-com-  Marines, 
mission  officers,  shall  proceed  in  the  ship  of  war  and  the  tender 
to  tlie  new  settlement,  where  it  is  intended  they  shall  be  disem- 
barked for  the  purposes  before  mentioned.     They  will  be  properly 
■s'ictualled  by  a  connnissary  immediately  after  their  landing,  and 
provision  has  been  also  made  for  supplying  them  with  such  tools, 
implements,  and  utensils  as  they  may  have  occasion  for,  to  render  xhe  soldiers 

their  situation  comfortable  during:  their  continuance  at  the  new  ^o  be  niade 
-,11  ,  ,  .   ,      .       P     ,      .  1         coiufortable. 

intended   settlement,    which   it   is   designed   siiall   not   exceed    a 

period  of  three  years. 

AVhen  these  circumstances  are  known,  it  is  very  probable  that  Volunteers. 

many  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  may  express  a 

desire  of  embarking  upon  this  expedition ;  if  the  whole  number 
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yi  Aug. 

Marines  to 
be 

encouraged 
to  volunteer. 


Heads  of  a 
plan. 


Commis- 
sions and 
instructions. 


Officers  to  be 
under  the 
Home 
Bepart- 
ment. 


3  Sept. 


Phillip's 
appoint- 
ment. 


to  be  employed  upon  it  were  to  consist  of  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion, it  would  upon  many  accounts  be  advisable  to  give  them 
a  preference.  It  is  therefore  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  their 
wishes  in  this  respect  should  as  much  as  possible  be  attended 
to,  and  that  your  Lordship  should,  if  there  should  be  occasion, 
hold  out  such  further  indulgences  to  them  as  may  induce  them  to 
embark  voluntarily  upon  this  service,  either  by  bounty  or  promise 
of  discharge  should  they  desire  it  upon  their  return,  or  at  the 
expiration  of  three  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  their 
landing  at  the  new  intended  settlement  should  they  prefer  the 
remaining  in  that  country. 

I  enclose  to  your  Lordships  herewith  the  heads  of  a  plan*  upon 
which  the  new  settlement  is  to  be  formed,  for  your  further  infor- 
mation, together  with  the  proposed  establishment  for  its  regula- 
tion and  government;  and  as  soon  as  I  am  acquainted  by  your 
Lordships  with  the  names  of  the  officers  intended  to  command 
the  ship  of  war  and  the  marine  corps  I  shall  receive  his 
Majesty's  further  pleasure  for  preparing  their  commissions,  and 
such  instructions  as  may  be  requisite  for  their  guidance. 

From  the  nature  of  the  services  they  are  to  execute  under  these 
insti'uctions,  entirely  unconnected  with  maritime  affairs,  it  would 
be  proper  that  they  should  be  immediately  subordinate  to  the 
direction  of  this  office,  and  upon  that  ground  it  is  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  that  they  should  be  directed  after  their  arrival  at  New 
South  Wales  to  follow  such  orders  and  directions  as  they  may 
receive  from  his  Majesty  thro'  his  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  this  department.  I  have,  kc, 

Sydney. 

Lord  Howe  to  Lord  Sydney. 

Langar,  3rd  September,  1786. 
The  benefit  of  the  King's  service  being  our  common  object,  I  am 
persuaded,  my  dear  Lord,  it  will  never  suffer  for  want  of  our  ready 
concurrence  when  a  necessary  facility  can  be  rendered  by  us,  on 
either  part,  to  promote  the  advancement  of  it  on  any  occasion. 

In  the  present  instance,  the  settlement  of  the  convicts,  as  you 
have  determined,  being  a  matter  so  immediately  connected  with 
your  department,  I  could  never  have  a  thought  of  contesting  the 
choice  you  would  make  of  the  officer  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
conduct  of  it. 

I  cannot  say  the  little  knowledge  I  have  of  Captain  Philips! 
would  have  led  me  to  select  him  for  a  service  of  this  complicated 
nature.  But  as  you  are  satisfied  of  his  ability,  and  I  conclude 
he  will  be  taken  under  your  dii-ection,  I  presume  it  will  not 
be  unreasonable   to  move  the   King   for   having  his    Majesty's 

*  Ante,  p.  17. 
t  Phillip's  name  was  frequently  mis-spelt  by  the  public  men  of  the  time. 
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pleasure  signified  to  the  Admiralty  for  these  purposes  as  soon  as       1786 
you  see  proper,  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  making  the  requisite 
preparations  for  the  voyage.  I  am,  &c., 

Howe. 

The  Marines  and  their  term  op  Service. 

Extract  from  a  letter  written  to  the  Commanding  Marine  Officei's 

at  the  Divisions,  respecting  a  detachment  to  be  sent  out  to 

New  South  Wales : —  r,  ,    ^      i         i-,.«  o-^  ^ 

8th  October,  178G.  s.Oct. 

The  non-commission  ofticei's  and  private  marines  to  be 'allowed 

their  discharge^   if  they  desire  it,   on   their  return  to  England, 

after  they  have  been  relieved  (which  it  is  intended  shall  take 

place  at  the  expiration  of  3  years),  provided  their  good  behaviour  Three  years' 

shall  entitle  them  to  such  favor ;  or  will  be  discharged  abroad  service. 

upon  the  I'elief,  and  be  permitted  to  settle  in  the  country,  if  they 

prefer  it. 

To  be  victualled  by  a  commissary,   and  to  have  such   tools,  Victualling 

implements,  and  utensils  as  they  may  have  occasion  for  whilst 

employed  for  the  protection  of  the  new  settlement. 


Sir  a.  S.  Hamond*  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Dear  Sir,  Gillingham,  8tli  Octr.,  178G. 

I  do  not  exactly  know  what  plan  Grovernment  may  have 
in  view  with  respect  to  Botany  Bay,  but  if  colinizeation  may  be 
intended,  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  necessary  to  have  the 
countrv  surveyed  and  explored.  Lieut.  Bray,  of  the  Navy  who  is  a  volunteer 
a  very  ingenious  draftsman,  is  very  desirous  of  being  a  volunteer 
on  the  expedition.  He  says  he  can  be  well  recommended  to 
Lord  Sydney  by  several  noblemen  of  rank,  but  before  he  makes 
his  application  he  wishes  to  know  if  any  draftsmen  are  intended 
to  be  sent  out.f  If  you  can  give  him  this,  or  any  other  infor- 
mation that  may  be  useful  to  him  in  his  persuit,  it  will  be  serving 
a  man  of  merit,  and  oblige.  Yours,  <kc., 

A.  S.  Hamond. 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  Lord  Sydney. 
My  Lord,  Admiralty  Office,  12th  October,  178G.  12  Oct. 

Your  Lordship  having  acquainted  us  in  your  letter  of  the 
31  of  August  last  that  his  Majesty  has  signified  his  royal  com- 
mands that  750  of  the  convicts  now  in  this  kingdom  under 
sentence  of  transportation  should  be  sent  to  Botany  Bay,  on  the 
coast  of  New  South  Wales,  where  it  is  intended  they  should  form 
a  settlement ;  and  at  the  same  time  signified  the  King's  pleasure 

'  Sir  Andrew  Snape  HaiiionJ,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Na\-J'. 
t  Lieut.  Bray's  services  were  not  accepted. 
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1786       that  a  ship  of  war  of  a  proper  class,  with  a  proper  vessel  for  a 

12  Oct      tender,  and  a  detachment  of  marines,  should  be  got  in  readiness  to 

proceed  with  the  convicts  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  your 

Lordship's  letter, — we    are   to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that,   in 

obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands,  we  immediately  ordered 

TheSiriusto  the  Sirius,*  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  the  sixth  rate,  with  a 

e  got  ready,  p^^pg^  yessel  f or  a  tender,  to  be  fitted  for  this  service ;  and  that 

the  ship  will  be  ready  to  receive  men  by  the  end  of  this  month. 

We  are  further  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  in  answer  to  that  part 

'  of  your  letter  desiring  to  be  informed  of  the  names  of  the  officers 

intended  to  command  the  ship  of  war  and  the  marine  corps,  that 

Phillip  and    Captain  Arthur  Phillipf  will  be  appointed  to  command  the  Sirius, 

and  Major  Robert  Ross  the  detachment  of  marines. 

We  are,  &c., 
Howe. 
Chs.  Brett. 
Ardex. 

12  Oct.  Governor  Phillip's  First  Commission.  | 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  &c.,  to   our  trusty  and   well-beloved  Captain 

Arthur  Phillip,  greeting  : — 
We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  loyalty, 
Phillip  courage,  and  experience  in  military  affiiirs,  do,  by  these  presents, 
Goveruor^  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Governor  of  our  territory  called 
New  South  Wales,  extending  from  the  northern  cape  or  ex- 
tremity of  the  coast  called  Cape  York,  in  the  latitude  of  10°  37' 
sou.th,  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  said  territory  of  New 
South  Wales  or  South  Cape_,  in  the  latitude  of  43°  39'  south,  and 
of  all  the  country  inland  to  the  westward  as  far  as  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of  longitude,  reckoning  from  the 
meridian  of  Greenwich,  including  all  the  islands  adjacent  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  within  the  latitude  aforesaid  of  10°  37'  south 
and  43°  39'  south,  and  of  all  towns,  garrisons,  castles,  forts, 
and  all  other  fortifications  or  other  military  works,  which  now 
are  or  may  be  hereafter  erected  upon  this  said  territory.  You 
are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
Governor  in  and  over  our  said  territory  by  doing  and  performing 
all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging,  and   we  do 


*  Philip  Gidlej'  King,  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Sirius,  who  afterwards  held  the  offices  of 
Lieut. -Governor  of  Norfolk  Island  and  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  states  in  his 
journal: — "  The  construction  of  a  King's  ship  not  being  deemed  proper  for  the  serxice, 
the  Berwick,  storeship,  was  pitclied  on  by  the  Admiralty,  and  her  name  changed  to  the 
Sirius,  so  called  from  the  bright  star  in  ye  southern  constellation  of  the  Great  Bog." 

t  Appointed  first  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  by  Commission,  12th  October,  1786. 

t  This  commission  is  dated  12th  October,  1786,  and  the  Records  show  that  it  was  acted 
upon  almost  at  once.  It  was  replaced,  however,  by  a  fuller  conunission,  2nd  April,  1787. 
Post,  p.  62.  According  to  the  Annual  Register  for  1787,  Phillip's  apjiointment  was  not 
publicly  announced  until  17th  April.  Instructions  were  issued,  25th  April,  1787.  Post,  p.  85. 
Additional  Instructions,  post,  p.  256. 
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hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all  our  officers  and  soldiers       1786 
who  shall  be  employed  within  our  said  territory,  and  all  others      lo  oct. 
whom  it  may  concern,  to  obey  you  as  our  Governor  thereof  ;  and 
you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  from 
time  to  time  as  you   shall  receive  from  us,  or  any  other  your 
superior  officer  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  and 
likewise  such  orders  and  directions  as  we  shall  send  you  under  instmc- 
our  signet  or  sign  manual,  or  by  our  High  Treasurer  or  Com- 
missioners of  our  Treasury   for    the  time  being,   or  one  of  our 
Principal  Secretaries  of    State,  in   pursuance    of   the    trust    we 
hereby  repose  in  you. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  twelfth  day  of  October, 
1786,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

Sydney. 

Sir  a.  S.  Hamond  to  Under  Secretary  JSTepean. 
Dear  Sir,  Chatham,  16th  Oct.,  1786.  16  Oct. 

Mr.  White,*  the  surgeon  of  the  Irresistible,  is  a  candidate  sm-geon. 
for  Botany  Bay.  He  is  a  young  man  of  much  credit  in  his 
profession,  and  of  that  sort  of  disposition  and  temper  that  render 
him  a  very  proper  person  for  such  an  establishment.  If  no 
surgeon  is  yet  appointed,  and  you  will  do  me  the  favor  t(j  recom- 
mend him  to  Lord  Sydney,  I  shall  think  myself  much  obliged  to 
you,  and  shall  consider  myself  bound  to  Government  for  his 
good  behaviour.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  S.  Hamond. 

Under  Secretary  Rose!  to  Secretary  Stephens.  | 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  2Lst  Oct.,  1786.  2iOct. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  having,  in  their  letter  of  swps^ 
the  18th  instant,  represented  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  ®""^°'^  • 
Majesty's  Treasury  that  they  have  agreed  for  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  shipping  to  convey  the  convicts,  &c.,  to  Botany  Bay,  and  that 
they  will  l3e  ready  to  proceed  from  Gravesend  in  a  month  at 
furthest ;  and  stated  that  if  the  ships  get  to  New  Holland  so  early 
as  to  be  able  to  reach  China  by  the  1st  of  January,  1788,  they 
are  to  be  discharged,  but  if  they  are  unnecessarily  delay'd  on  the 
passage,  or  detained  in  Botany  Bay  after  the  convicts  are  landed, 
so  as  to  be  prevented  from  proceeding  in  time  for  China,  they 
will  be  under  the  necessity  of  continuing  them  in  their  pay  till 
their  return  to  Deptford, — I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to 
desire  that  you  will  move  the  Lords  of  the  Admix'alty  to  direct — 

*  >Ir.   .John   White,   a]ipointed  Chief  Surgeon  of  the     Settlement,    24    October,   17S6. 
Returned  to  Eiii^land,  17'J4. 

t  Mr.  George  Rose,  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
I  PhiHp  Stephens,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 


"o^o^ 


Lieut- 
Governor. 
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1786       the  captain  of  the  King's  ship  who  accompanies  them  to  take  care 

"1  Oct       that  no  unnecessary  delay  happens  on  the  passage  to  Botany  Bay, 

or  on  their  departure  from  thence,  and  that  he  uses  his  best 

endeavours  to  enable  the  ships  under  his  command  to  reach  China 

by  the  1st  January,  1788.  I  am,  tfec, 

Geo.  Rose. 

Major  Ross's  Commission  as  Lieutenant-Governor.* 
24  Oct.  George  R. 

George  the  Third,   &c.,    to   our    trusty  and   well-beloved  Major 

Robert  Ross,  greeting  : — 
We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  loyalty, 
courage,  and  experience  in  military  affairs,  do,  by  these  presents, 
constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
settlement  within  our  territory  called  New  South  Wales.  You 
are  therefore,  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  to  take  the  said  settlement 
into  your  care  and  charge,  and  carefully  and  diligently  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  of  Lieutenant-Governor  thereof,  by  doing  and 
performing  all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging ; 
and  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  require  all  our  officers  and 
soldiers  who  shall  hereafter  be  in  our  said  territory,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  obey  you  as  our  Lieutenant- 
Governor  thereof,  and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders 
and  instructions  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall  receive  from  us, 
our  Governor  of  our  said  territory  for  the  time  being,  or  any 
other  your  superior  officer,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline 
of  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  we  hereby  repose  in  you. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.   James's,   the  twenty-fourth   day 
of  October,  1786,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

S  YDNEY. 

Judge- Advocate  Collins's  Commission.! 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  etc.,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved   Captain 

David  Collins,  greeting  : — 

We  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Deputy 

Judo-e-         Judge-Advocate  in    the   settlement  within  our  territory   called 

Advocate.     ]*;rew  South  Wales.      You  are  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently 

to    discharge    the    duty   of    Deputy   Judge-Advocate,    by    doing 

^  Major  Ross  was  in  command  of  the  detachment  of  marines  sent  out  to  guard  the  con\icts. 
He  was  Lieut. -Governor  of  Norfolk  Island  from  March.  1790,  to  October,  1791. 

t  Captain  of  marines,  afterwards  colonel.  He  acted  as  Judge-Advocate  and  Secretary 
to  the  Governor  at  Sydney,  until  Sept.,  1790,  when  he  sailed  for  England,  on  leave  of 
absence.  He  did  not  resume  the  position  of  Judge-Advocate,  but  was  appointed,  Dec, 
1803,  Lieut. -Governor  of  the  proposed  settlement  at  Port  Phillip.  The  place,  however, 
displeased  him,  and  he  established  a  settlement  instead  on  the  Derwent,  Van  Diemen's 
Land. 
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and  performing  all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging  ;       1786 
and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  from      ^i  Oct. 
time  to  time  as  you  shall  receive  from  our  Governor,  of  our  said 
territory  for  the  time  being,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer, 
according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  October,  1786,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

Sydney. 

First  Chaplain's  Commission.* 
George  R. 
George  the  Tliird,  &c.,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Richard 

Johnson,  clerk,  greeting  : — 
We  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Chap- 
lain to  the  settlement  within  our  territory  called  New  South 
Wales.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  chaplain  by  doing  and  performing  all  and  all  manner  cimplain. 
of  things  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  you  are  to  observe  and 
follow  such  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall 
receive  from  our  Governor  of  our  said  territory  for  the  time 
being,  or  any  other  your  superior  officers,  according  to  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
October,  1786,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 
Sydney. 

Surgeon  White's  Commission. 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  &.c.,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  White, 

greeting  :  — 
We  do,    by   these   presents,   constitute   and   appoint   you  to   be 
Surgeon  to  the  settlement  witliin  our  territory  called  New  South 
Wales.     You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  surgeon  by  doing  and  performing  all  and  all  manner  chief 
of  things  thereunto  belonging ;  and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  surgeon. 
sucli  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall  receive 
from  our  Governor  of  our  said  territory  for  tlie  time  being,  or 
any  other  your  superior  officer,  according  to  the  rules  and  disci})- 
line  of  war. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.    James's,   the  twenty -fourtli    day 
of  October,  1786,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

Sydney. 

*  The  Rev.  Richard  Johnson  acted  as  Chief  Chaplain  of  tlie  Settlement  until  1800,  wlien 
he  retired. 
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1786 

•  24  Oct. 


Assistant- 
Surgeon. 


31  Oct. 


Assistant-Surgeon  Balmain's  Commission. 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  &c.,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  William 

Balmain,  gent.,  greeting  : — 
We  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be 
Assistant-Surgeon  to  the  settlement  within  our  territory  called 
New  South  Wales.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently 
to  discharge  the  duty  of  Assistant-Surgeon,  by  doing  and  per- 
forming all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging ;  and 
you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  from 
time  to  time  as  you  shall  receive  from  our  Governor  of  our  said 
territory  for  the  time  being,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer, 
according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
October,  1786,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 
Sydney. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens.* 
Sir,  [London]  October  31,  1786. 

The  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  ordered  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  under  my 
■Armament  command,  to  be  supply'd  with  six  caronades  and  four  six-pounders, 
of  the  Sirius  1  am  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  move  their  Lordships  to 
order  ten  more  of  the  six-pounders  to  be  put  on  board,  with  the 
ironwork  necessary  for  the  cariages.  Having  the  ironwork,  the 
guns  can  at  any  time  be  mounted,  and  may,  I  presume,  in  future 
be  of  great  use  to  us,  on  board  or  on  shore,  as  the  service  may 
require.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sir,  [London]  November  3,  1786. 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty's  orders  for  surveying 
and  making  the  necessaiy  obseiwations  in  the  different  harbours, 
roads,  &g. — the  orders  for  salutes — for  bearing  widows'  men — ■ 
the  copy  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  preventing  abuses  in  the 
payment  of  seamen's  wages,  prize-money,  etc. — abstracts  of  the 
said  Act  and  orders,  to  affix  them  in  a  public  place  on  board  his 
Majesty's  ship  under  my  command,  as  likewise  orders  for  receiving 
such  additional  stores  and  provisions  as  can  be  conveniently  stored. 

Their  Lordships'  orders  on  these  heads  will  be  duly  comply'd 
with.     I  have,  &c.,  ,  A.  Phillip. 

*  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  letters  written  from  London.  Lieut.  Philip  Gidley  King,  of 
the  Sirius,  afterwards  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  says  in  his  juunial  : — "  It  was  not  till 
ye  11th  of  May  [17i7]  that  the  Governor  Joined  us,  he  havinic  been  detained  in  town  until 
the  Ministry  had  arranged  and  fixed  the  different  orders,  settling-  a  number  of  t.hin),'s  so 
incident  to  ye  great  voyage  we  were  about  to  undertake." 


3  Nov. 

Orders 
from  the 
Admiralty. 


VICTUALLING   THE   MARINES. 
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The  Lords  of  The  Admiralty  to  Lord  Sydney.  1785 

My  Lord,  Admiralty  Office,  21st  Nov.,  1786.         21  Nov. 

Your  Lordship  having,  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  August  The 
last,  acquainted  us  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  a  party  of  '"^""^s. 
marines,  consisting  of  160  private  marines,  with  a  suitable  number 
of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  shall  proceed  to  Botany 
Bay,  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  not  only  to  enforce  due 
suljordination  and  obedience  in  the  settlement  intended  to  be 
formed  there,  but  for  the  defence  of  the  settlement  against  the 
incursion  of  the  natives;  and  that  they  shall,  immediately  after 
their  landing,  be  properly  victualled  by  a  commissary,  and  supply'd 
with  such  tools,  implements,  and  utensils  as  may  be  necessary  to 
render  their  situation  comfortable  during  their  continuance  there 
— we  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  marines,  while 
they  serve  on  board  his  Majesty's  ships,  are  victualled  in  like 
manner  as  the  seamen,  without  any  deduction  from  their  pay  on 
that  account,  and  do  therefore  humbly  submit  to  his  Majesty  Their  pay. 
whether  any  stoppage  should  be  made  from  the  pay  of  the  marines 
going  to  Botany  Bay  upon  the  present  occasion  towards  defraying 
the  expence  of  the  provisions  with  which  they  are  to  be  supply'd 
by  the  Commissary  while  on  shore. 

And  as  it  is  usual  when  any  regiments  are  sent  upon  service  to 
his  Majesty's  colonies  or  plantations  to  allow  them  to  take  with 
them  a  certain  number  of  women,  we  beg  leave  to  propose  that  the 
wives  of  the  marines  going  to  Botany  Bay,  not  exceeding  ten  to  each  Marines' 
company,  which  will  not  in  the  whole  amount  to  more  than  forty  wives, 
women,  may  be  allowed  to  embark  with  them.     "We  are,  &c., 

Howe. 

Chas.  Brett. 
Rd.  Hopkins. 

FiATiONS  provided  for  the  Marines  during  their  passage  to  Botany  Rations  for 

T)„„  marines. 


Sunday            

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday    ... 

Tliursday 

Friday 

Saturday         

m 

.2 

0} 

0.4 

"3 
§ 

6 

vy 
0 

c 

lb. 

b. 

"2 

0 

lb. 
1 

1 
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h 

pts. 
1 
1 
1 

pint 

h 
h 
h 
1 

oz. 
0 

"2 

2 
6 

lb. 

"i 
1 

pts. 
i 

7 

4 

2 

2 

3 

H 

f 

h 

Per  week  when  on  shore.—  7  lb.  of  bread  or  7  lb.  of    flour,  7   lb.  of  beef 
or  -1  lb.  of  pork,  3  pints  pease,  6  oz.  butter,  and  1  lb.  flour  or  i  lb.  rice. 
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1786 

23  Nov. 


Peruvian 
bark. 


SURGEOX    WORGAN    TO    GOVERXOR    PhILLIP. 

Sir,  Sirius,  Deptford,  23rd  November,  1786. 

From  the  experienced  utility  of  Peruvian  bark  in  ships 
stationed  on  the  coast  of  Guinea  and  in  similar  climates,  it  would 
seem  a  very  necessary  article  in  the  present  intended  expedition  ; 
but  from  the  high  price  of  the  drug  Navy  sui'geons  cannot  afford 
the  vast  quantity  required  to  do  justice  to  the  men  without 
wronging  themselves  ;  therefore  I  humbly  beg,  sir,  that  you  will 
move  for  a  proportionate  supply  to  the  number  of  men  on  Ijoard 
the  Sirius.  I  am,  &c., 

G.  B.  WoRGAN,  Surgeon  of  the  Sirius. 


6  Dec. 

Transporta- 
tion Act. 


Captaix  Phillip  to  Uxder  Secretary  Nepean. 

2  Dec.  Sir,  [London]  December  2nd,  1786. 

„,.        ,  As  I  fear  much  discontent  in  the  garrison  if  there  is  no 

Wine  and  n       •  •    •        /  i  •   i       i  i 

spirits  for     allowance  of  wine  or  spirits  (to  which  they  have  ever  been  accus- 
egarrison.  ^Qj^jg^^j^  until  spruce  beer  can  be  procured  for  them,  I  beg  that 
you  will  please  to  lay  this  circumstance  before  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury. 

I  shall  he  able  to  receive  a  certain  quantity  of  wine  on  board 
at  Teneriffe,  or  the  Cape,  if  judg'd  necessary,  and  which  I  hope 
will  be  the  case.  I  have,  &c., 

■ A.  Phillip. 

Order  for  Transportation.* 

Whereas  by  the  Act  passed  in  the  twenty -fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled  'An  Act  for  the  effectual 
transportation  of  felons  and  other  ojffenders,  and  to  authorize 
the  removal  of  prisoners  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,'  it  is  enacted  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
the  said  Act  when  any  person  or  persons  at  any  session  of  oyer  and 
terminer  or  gaol  delivery  or  at  any  Quarter  or  other  General  Session 
of  the  Peace,  to  be  holden  for  any  county,  riding,  division,  city, 
town,  borough,  liberty,  or  place  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England,  or  at  any  great  Session  to  be  holden  for  the 
county  palatine  of  Chester,  or  within  the  Principality  of  Wales, 
shall  be  convicted  of  fraud  or  petty  larceny,  or  any  other  offence 
for  which  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  liable  by  the  laws  t)f  this 
Recital.  realm  to  be  transported  :  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
court  before  which  any  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  so  con- 
victed as  aforesaid,  or  any  •subsequent  court  holden  at  any  place 
for  the  said  county,  riding,  division,  city,  town,  borough,  liberty, 
or  place,  respectively,  with  like  authority  to  order  and  adjudge 
that  such  person  or  persons  so  convicted  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
transported  beyond  the  seas  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding 

*  New  South  Wales  was  first  jianied  as  a  place  of  transportation  at  tlie  Council  held  at 
the  Court  of  St.  James's,  6th  of  December,  1786. 
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the  number  of  years  or  term  for  -which  such  person  or  persons  is  1786 
or  are  or  shall  be  liable  by  any  law  to  be  transported;  and  in  2 Dec. 
every  such  ease  it  shall  and  may  Ije  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  declare  and  appoint 
to  what  place  or  places,  part  or  parts,  beyond  the  seas,  either 
within  his  Majesty's  dominions  or  elsewhere  out  of  his  Majesty's  Transporta- 
doininions,  such  felons  or  other  offenders  shall  be  conveyed  or 
transported,  and  such  court  as  aforesaid  is  thereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  order  such  offenders  to  be  tx-ansported  to  the 
use  of  any  person  or  persons  and  his  or  their  assigns,  who  shall 
contract  for  the  due  performance  of  such  transportation  ;  and 
when  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  shall  be  pleased  to 
extend  mercy  to  any  offender  or  offenders  who  hath  01  have  been 
or  shall  be  convicted  of  any  crime  or  crimes  for  which  he,  she,  or 
they  is,  are,  or  shall  be  by  law  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
clergy,  upon  condition  of  transportation  to  any  place  or  places, 
part  or  parts,  beyond  the  seas,  either  for  term  of  life,  or  any 
numlier  of  years,  and  such  intention  of  mercy  shall  be  signified 
])y  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  it  shall 
1>e  lawful  for  any  court  having  proper  authority  to  allow  such 
offender  or  offenders  the  benefit  of  a  conditional  pardon,  and  Conditional 
(except  in  cases  where  such  offender  or  offenders  shall  he  author-  i^*''''°"- 
ized  by  his  Majesty  to  transport  himself,  herself,  or  themselves) 
to  (jrder  the  transfer  of  such  offender  or  offenders  to  any  j^ei'son 
or  persons  who  shall  contract  for  the  due  performance  of  such 
transportation,  and  his  or  their  assigns,  for  such  and  the  same 
terms  of  years  for  which  such  offender  or  offendei-s  shall  have 
l)een  ordered  to  be  transported,  or  for  such  term  of  life  or  years  as 
shall  be  specified  in  such  condition  of  transportation  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  his  Majesty  that  the 
several  offenders  whose  names  are  contained  in  the  list  hereunto 
annexed  have  been  transported  or  ordered  to  be  transported  to 
parts  beyond  the  seas,  his  Majesty  doth  hereby  judge  fit,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  declare  and  appoint  the 
place  to  which  the  several  offenders  shall  be  transported  for  the 
term  or  terms  in  their  several  sentences  mentioned  to  be  the 
eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  or  some  one  or  other  of  the  Convicts  to 
islands  adjacent ;  and  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern  are  to  southWalea. 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  causing  the  said  several  offenders 
to  be  conveyed  or  transported  tf>  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South 
Wales,  or  some  one  or  other  of  the  islands  adjacent,  in  the  manner 
directed  by  the  said  Act. 

[The  list  contains  many  hundreds  of  names.     At  the  Council 
held  December  22,   1786,  a  similar  order  was  made  with  regartl 
to  women.      These,  and  others  previously  sentenced  to  he  trans-  Women, 
ported  to  America,  "  shall  be  transported  to  the  eastern  coast  of 
New  South  Wales,  or  some  one  or  other  of  the  islands  adjacent."] 
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Estimate  of 
expenses. 


1786      Memo,  from  Uxder  Secretary  Kepeax  to  Sir  C.  Middletox. 

]\Ir.  Nepean  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  Charles  Middle- 
ton.  Is  desired  by  Mr.  Pitt*  to  request  that  he  will  order  a 
statement  to  be  made  of  the  expences  which  it  is  supposed  will 
be  incurred  under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Board  for  the  pro- 
viding of  provisions,  clothing,  implements,  &c.,  for  the  convicts, 
and  sending  them  out  to  Botany  Bay,  including  the  expenses 
incurred  for  the  detachment  of  marines.  It  is  not  expected  that 
any  statement  which  can  n  ow  be  made  will  be  an  accurate  one,  but 
INIr.  Pitt  wishes  to  obtain  within  a  few  days  some  information 
upon  the  business  which  may  lead  him  to  form  an  opinion  to 
what  expence  this  establislnnent  may  be  likely  to  amount. 

Mr.  Kepean  has  applied  to  the  Admiralty  for  information 
respecting  the  equipment  of  the  Sirius  and  the  tender,  and  the 
annual  expence  of  their  crews,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  the  pay 
of  the  marines.  He  has  likewise  applied  to  Mr.  Rogers  for  an 
account  of  the  value  of  the  stores  which  have  been  supplied  by 
the  Board  of  Ordnance. 


Equipment 
of  the 
Sirius. 


Sirius  and 
Supply — 
cost  of 
equipment. 


Equipment  of  the  Sirius  and  Supply. 

An  estimate  of  the  expences  which  will  attend  the  equipment  of 
the  Sirius  and  the  tender  that  will  accompany  her  to  Botany 
Bay  ;  of  the  annual  expence  of  their  establishment,  including 
the  victualling ;  of  the  probable  value  of  the  stores  that  may 
be  annually  expended  on  board  the  Sirius  and  Supply  ;  and 
also  of  the  annual  pay  of  the  marine  establishment. 

First  Yeai-^s  Equipment —  Sirius.  Supply. 

Hull,  mast,  yards,  furniture,  and  stores  7,072  3,*i70 

Wages      3,3-22  1,123 

Victuals 1,981  681 


Second  Year — 

Wages  and  victuals  as  before . 

Third  Year — 

Wages  and  victuals  as  before 


12,. 375 
5,303 


5,074 
1,804 


5,303        1,804 


Annual  Pay  and  Clothing  of  the  ,  ^,  t>f\n  i^     oj 
Marine  Establishment  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^-  ^^' 

Three  Years  .. 


22,981 
8,682 

31,6631 


14,089 


8,682 


Total      £45,752 

1  No  charge  for  stores  included  in  the  last  two  years,  it  being  supposed 
that  what  is  carried  out  will  last  the  whole  term. 


*  The  Prime  Minister,  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt. 
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Estimate  of  the  Expence  of  Ordnance  Stores  ordered  to  be  sent       ^"^^^ 
to  the  intended  Settlement  at  Botany  Bay. 

G  iron  guns,  12  and  6  pdrs. 

2  brass  guns,  mountetl   on  travelling  carriages, 

6  pdrs.     ... 
6  standing  carriages,  12  and  6  pdrs 
2  travelling  carriages,  12  pdrs. 
Round  shot  and  other  stores  necessary 

above  mntd.  guns 
500  tents  for  the  convicts    ... 
160  tents  for  the  marines    ... 
200  musquets  for  barter 
200  cutlasses  for  barter 
200  stand  of  arms  for  marines 


for  the 


1/                         c/ 

d. 

Estimate  of 

£ 

s. 

ordnance 

116 

4 

0 

stores. 

126 

9 

0 

50 

15 

11 

73 

0 

0 

635 

19 

OS 

553 

2 

6 

176 

19 

10| 

340 

0 

0 

23 

6 

8 

340 

0 

0 

£2,435 

17 

Oh 

First  Year's  Civil  Salaries. 

Estimate  proposed  for  defraying  the  establishment  in  New  South  ^,*ii'estab/ 
Wales  from  the  10th  of  October,  1786,  to  the  10th  of  October,  lishment. 
1787  :— 

Allowance  to  the  Governor    

,,  Lieut. -Governor    ... 

„  Depy.  Judge-Advocate    ... 

„  Provost-Marshal    ... 

,,  Chaplain 

,,  Surgeon 

,,  Three  Surgeon  mates,  each  £91  5s, 

„  Surveyor  of  lands 

„  Agent  

„  Upon  account  for  paj^ment  of  fees 

ui)on  the  receipt  and  audit 

* 

,,         Commissary  


£ 

s. 

d. 

1,000 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

182 

10 

0 

91 

5 

0 

182 

10 

0 

182 

10 

0 

273 

15 

0 

182 

10 

0 

150 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

£2,695 

0 

0 

182 

10 

0 

£2,877 

10 

0 

Captain  Teer  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Deptford,  Dec.  the  9th,  1786.  9  Dec 

I  am  desired  by  Sir  Charles  Middleton*  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  following  arrangement  is  made  by  him,  agreeable  to  your 
letter,  and  that  an  othcial  one  will  be  sent  on  Monday  to  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  ships  will  be  sent  accordingly  as  soon  as 
the  charge  of  provisions  and  other  necessarys  can  be  made. 
Some  spirits  must  Ije  sent  from  the  Lady  Pem-hyn  to  the  Char-  The 
lotte  and  Friendship,  for  the  marines  that  were  lirst  intended  for  t'''"'°P<'»'*s 
her  now  ordered  to  the  two  last.  Therefore,  as  this  is  absolutely 
necessary  now,  you  will  take  care  to  indemnifie  the  masters  of 

*  Comptroller  of  the  Na\-y ;  afterwards  Rear- Admiral  of  the  White. 
D 
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1786 

9  Dec. 


these  transports,  who  will  act  by  my  orders  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  from  all  harm,  as  no  fraud  is  or  shall  be  done  by  this 


Distri- 
bution. 


The  women' 


A  mistake 
to  dinde 
tliem. 

The  Lady 
Penrhyn 
could  ac- 
commodate 
aU. 


Bonds 
for  safe 
custody. 


The 
marines. 


change  to  the  excise. 

TheAlexr 

Lady  Penrhyn  to  carry 
Charlotte 
Friendship 
Scarborough     ... 


Men. 
210 

iVb 

80 
210 


Women. 

102 
24 
24 


Marines. 
32 

...    to  go  to  Gallons.  * 
40 

40  to  go  to  Plymouth. 
32  to  go  to  Spithead. 


600         150 

Besides  the  marine  ofBcers,  surgeon,  &c. 


144 


am. 


(tc, 
Geo. 


Teer. 


Under  Secretary  Kepean  to  Sir  C.  Middleton. 

Dear  Sir,  December  9th,  1786. 

Since  I  was  favor'd  with  your  letter  yesterday  I  have 
received  a  note  from  Captain  Teer,  containing  an  arrangement 
which  you  have  made  for  sending  out  the  women,  by  which  I 
observe  that  instead  of  embarking  the  whole  hundred  and  fifty 
in  the  Lady  Penrhyn,  or,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  to  put  on 
board  of  her  a  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  to  let  the  remaining 
twenty-six  now  on  board  the  Dunkirk  at  Plymouth  go  out  in  one 
of  the  ships  intended  to  take  away  the  male  convicts  from  thence, 
you  have  order'd  the  women  to  be  divided  on  board  of  tliree  ships. 
I  ought  not,  to  be  sui'e,  to  presume  to  offer  any  opinion  to  you,  as 
you  must,  for  many  reasons,  be  a  better  judge  of  these  matters 
than  I  am,  but  it  strikes  me  very  forcibly  that  they  should  not, 
if  possible,  be  divided. 

Prom  the  tonnage  of  the  Lady  Penrhyn  I  should  imagine  that 
with  scarce  any  alteration  she  could  be  made  to  contain  the  whole 
of  the  women,  tho'  they  might  be  a  little  crowded,  with  less  in- 
convenience than  most  of  the  transports  which  are  to  contain  the 
men,  and  would  most  likely  be  more  healthy,  as  there  would  be 
no  danger  from  the  allowing  the  women  to  be  constantly  upon 
deck.  Howevei',  this  business  must  remain  with  you  to  deter- 
mine, and  I  hope  that  you  will  forgive  me  for  starting  an  opinion 
upon  it. 

I  hope  that  it  has  occurr'd  to  you  in  your  engagements  for 
the  transports  that  the  owners,  as  well  as  the  masters  and  mates, 
must  enter  into  the  bonds  which  the  Acts  of  Parliament  require 
for  the  safe  custody  of  the  convicts  whilst  on  board  the  trans- 
ports. If  that  has  not  been  done  new  difficulties  will  arise,  for 
the  courts  will  not  vest  them  with  the  custody  of  the  convicts 
without  it. 

Pei-haps  some  of  the  victuallers!  might  take  a  part  of  the 
marines.  I  am,  tfcc, 

Evan  Nepean. 


*  The  Galleons  in  the  Thames. 


t  Store  ships. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens.  1786 

Sir,  [London]  December  11,  1786.  "  Dec. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  Sirius. 
under  my  command,  left  her  moorings  at  Deptford,  and  went 
down  to  Long  Reach  the  9th  instant,  where  she  now  remains,  to 
receive  on  board  her  guns  and  the  remainder  of  her  stores. 
I  enclose  a  weekly  account,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, — 

A.  Phillip. 


Sir  C.  Middleton  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Dear  Sir,  December  11,  1786. 

It  is  absolutely  impracticable  to  arrange  the  transports  in 
any  other  manner  than  we  have  done  without  unloading  and  Too  late  to 
new  filling  all  the  ships,  and  which  would  require  at  least  three  ^''^''  ^  ^"*" 
weeks  from  this  time.     The  Lady  Penryhn  being  intended  for 
seventy  women,  the  number  we  were  ordered  to  provide  for,  was 
made  a  pro\'ision  ship,  and  fitted  accordingly  for  the  women.     The 
others,   being  for  males,  had  the  disposition  of  provisions,  &c., 
suitable  to  that  arrangement.      I  do  not,  however,  see  any  force 
in  the  objection  you  have  mentioned  of  putting  male  and  female 
in  the  same  ship,  as   it   is    done  continually  in  all  the  African  African  and 
(Xegro)  cargoes  that  are  carried  to  the  West  Indies.     Each  have  preceJentd^" 
their  separate  rooms,  and,  though  both  in  the  same  vessell,  have 
no  communication  with  each  other.     It  will  be  the  same  in  the 
two  ships  who  are  to  go  to  Plymouth,  and  who  by  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  marines  will  just  caiTy  the  number  of  males  and 
females    intended  to  embark  from   that  place,   with    this    only 
difference,  that  a  few  supernumeraries  will  be  carried  out  in  them 
to  the  other  ships.     The  women  have  separate  rooms  from  the  no  com- 
men,  and  no  communication  whatever  with  each  other.      This  munication 

D6t'W6Gn    tllG 

restriction  must  be  strongly  enforced  to  the  officers  who  embark  sexes, 
as  the  guard,  and  to  ye  agent  who  conducts  them,  and  from  the 
example  which  I  have  been  a  witness  of  for  some  weeks  in  a 
Guinea  ship  I  see  no  reason  for  apprehension  in  this  disposition. 

The  women   cannot  be   more  crowded  than  they  are,  having  Women 
only  1  k  ton  allowed  to  each,  and  which  is  as  little  as  possible  for  to'.rethe'r 
so  long  a  voyage.* 

On  the  subject  of  security  I  see  a  real  difficulty,  unless  the  Security. 
King's  authority  [is  given]  to  supersede  the  usual  practice  of  the 
courts  in  dispensing  with  it. 

I  have  never  been  employed  in  sending  out  convicts  till  now,  i^gal  forms, 
and  of  course  have  made  no  enquiry  into  the  law  forms,  and  which 
sliould  have  been  conveyed  to  us  in  the  original  order.      I  must, 
however,   observe  that,   as   far  as   I  remember  concerning  this 
business,  those  who  formerly  carried  out  convicts  had  not  only 

*  See  Phillip's  letters  to  Nepean,  post  pp.  46,  77. 
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1786 

11  Dec. 

The 

conditions 
of  contract. 


State  of  tlie 
ships. 


Talveii  by 
suriirise. 


an  allowance  pr.  head,  but  an  interest  in  them  after  they  were 
embarked.  This  makes  a  wide  diflerence,  and  will  account  for  ye 
security,  which,  under  present  circumstances,  cannot  be  expected 
from  owners  of  ships,  who  haA'e  no  other  advantage  but  the  freight 
and  victualling,  and  take  the  risk  of  their  ships  (which,  by  the 
Ijye,  is  no  small  one)  upon  themselves. 

I  send  Captain  Teer  with  this,  who  will  explain  to  you  more 
particularly  by  word  of  mouth  than  I  can  by  letter  of  the  present 
state  of  the  ships  and  the  difficulties  that  will  attend  any  further 
alteration  in  them. 

I  trust  and  hope  that  when  any  business  of  this  kind  is  agitated 
again  that  I  may  have  some  notice  of  it  before  it  is  sent  officially. 
This  was  the  practice  in  the  last  war,  and  prevented  all  difficulties, 
and  saved  much  expence  to  ye  public.  We  must  now  do  as  well 
as  we  can,'and  I  shall  be  very  [particulai']  in  following  every  mode 
that  can  be  pointed  out  for  putting  an  end  to  this  disagreeable 
and  troublesome  business  ;  being  with  much  regard,     Yours,  &c., 

Chas.  Middleton. 

P.S. — I  write  in  great  haste, 
before  me. 


having 


great  load  of  business 


12  Dec. 


Guns  for 
the  Supply. 


15  Dec, 


Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board. 
Gent'n,  Admiralty,  12th  Deer,  1786. 

My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Adm'ty  having  received  a 
letter  from  Lieut.  Ball,  commander  of  his  Majesty's  arm'd  tender 
the  Supply,  representing  that  he  is  of  opinion  four-pounder 
guns  will  be  too  heavy  for  her,  and  desiring  that  they  may 
be  exchanged  for  three-pounders,  I  am  commanded  by  their 
Lordships  to  send  you  the  said  letter  enclosed  for  your  considera- 
tion and  opinion  whether  it  may  be  proper  to  comply  therewith. 

I  am,  &c., 

P.S.* 
P.S. — You  will  please  to  return  the  enclos'd  with  your  ans'r. 


Second  Captain  of  the  Sirius. 
At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  15th  of  December,  1786. 

Present : — 
The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 
Viscount  Howe,  Lord  Hawkesbury, 

Viscount  Gallway,  William  Pitt,  Esq., 

Lord  Sydney,  Sir  George  Yonge. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  memorial 
from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, dated  the  1 4th  of  this  instant,  in  the  words  following,  viz. : — 
"Lord  Sydney,  one  of  your  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  having,  in  his  letter  of  the  31st  of  August  last,  signified  to 


*  Pliilip  Stephens.     Copied  from  the  letter-book  at  tlie  Admiralty,  in  which  only  the 
initials  of  the  name  are  given. 
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us  your  ^Majesty's  pleasure  that  one  of  your  ships  of  war  should       1786 
proceed  with  the  transport  vessels  appointed  to  convey  convicts  to     is  Dec. 
Botany  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  Ne^\■  South  Wales,  with  a  view  to  form  warlhTp  for 
a  settlement  at  that  place ;  and  it  appearing  by  the  stalf  of  the  Botany  Bay. 
intended  settlement,  which  accompanied  his  Lordship's  said  letter, 
tliat  it  is  your   royal  intention  to  appoint  the  captain  of  your 
Majesty's  ship  employed  upon  this  service  to  be  Governor  or  Super-  Governor. 
intendant-General  of  the  said  settlement,  we  beg  leave  to  represent 
to  your  Majesty  that,  as  it  will  probably  be  found  expedient  for 
the  ships  to  proceed  to  some  other  parts  of  the  coast,  or  to  some 
of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  while  the  residence  of   the 
captain,  in  the  quality  of  Governor  or  Superintendant,  may  be 
requisite  on  shore,  for  the  better  forming  and  maintaining  the 
settlement,  we  are  of  opinion  it  will  be  for  the  advantage  of  your 
Majesty's  service  that  an  officer  of  supei'ior  rank  to  a  lieutenant 
should  upon  such  occasions,  and  at  all  times  in  the  absence  of  the 
captain,  have  the  charge  and  command  of  the  said  ship,  and  we 
do  therefore  humbly  propose  that  your  Majesty  will  be  pleased, 
by  your  Order-in-Council,  to  authorize  us  to  appoint  an  additional 
officer  to  the  said  ship,  under  the  denomination  of  second  captain,  second 
with  the  rank  of  post-captain,  and  with  power  to  command  her  in  Captain. 
the  absence  of  the  principal  captain,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  his 
control,  and  to  such  orders  and  directions  as  he  may,  from  time 
to  time,  think  fit  for  the  regulation  of  his  proceedings  ;  that  the 
pay  of  the  second  captain  be  equal  to  the  pay  of  a  captain  of  a 
.sixth-rate,  and  that  he  be  allowed  four  servants." 

His  Majesty,  taking  the  said  memorial  into  consideration,  was 
pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  of  what 
is  therein  proposed,  and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Order  in- 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  do  appoint  an  additional  ^*'""'=''' 
officer  to  the  man-of-war  that  shall  proceed  with  the  transport 
vessels  appointed  to  convey  the  convicts  to  Botany  Bay,  under 
the  denomination  of  second  captain,  with  the  rank  of  post- 
captain,  and  with  the  poAver  to  command  the  said  ship  in  the 
absence  of  the  principal  captain,  subject  nevertheless  to  his  con- 
trol, and  to  such  orders  and  directions  as  he  may,  from  time  to 
time,  think  fit  to  give  him  for  the  regulation  of  his  proceedings  ; 
that  the  pay  of  the  saifl  second  captain  be  equal  to  the  pay  of  a 
captain  of  a  sixth-rate,  and  that  he  be  allowed  four  servants.* 

LlEUT.-CoLONEL    STinLINof    TO    TJnDER    SECRETARY    NePEAX. 

Dear  Sir,  27,  Church-street,  Soho,  Dec.  21st,  1786.  21  Dec. 

Should  the  accompanying  letter  and  plan  meet  your  appro-  better  and 
bation,  you  will  do  me  a  favour  by  laying  them  before  Lord  Sydney.  p'=^"- 

*  The  vessel  chosen  was  the  Sirius,  and  the  appointment  of  second  captain  was  g-iven  to 
Captain  .lohn  Hunter,  afterwards  Governor  of  Mew  South  Wales— 1795-1800. 

t  Marlhoroutjh  Parsons  Stirling,',  Captain  of  .%th  Foot,  July  Sth,  1773  ;  Major,  Feh.  lOtli, 
1783  ;  local  rank  of  Lieut. -Colonel  in  the  East  Indies. 
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1786 
21  Dec. 


Proposal. 


A  corps  for 
New  South 
Wales. 


Six  months' 
training. 


Permit  me  to  acknowledge  how  sensibly  I  feel  your  kind  atten- 
tion, and  shall  esteem  it  an  additional  obligation  your  giving  me 
a  few  lines  when  at  Leisure  to  say  how  my  proposals  are  received. 

I  am,  &c., 

M.  P.  Stirling. 
[Enclosure.] 

LlEUT.-COLONEL    STIRLING    TO    LORD    SYDNEY. 

My  Lord,  December  21st,  1786. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying  proposal  for  your 
Lordship's  consideration,  and  from  my  long  and  faithful  services 
to  solicit  your  interest  in  my  behalf. 

I  am  certain  it  will  strike  your  Lordship  most  forcibly  the 
necessity  of  having  a  corps  ready  for  that  service  by  the  time 
accounts  arrive  from  thence,  and  flatter  myself  the  terms  will  be 
found  advantageous  to  Government,  moderate,  and  consistent  with 
my  claims  to  your  Lordship's  attention. 

Should  the  measure  be  instantly  adopted,  I  could  not  pledge 
myself  for  the  perfect  discipline  of  the  corps  under  six  months 
from  their  being  assembled,  wherever  it  may  be  thought  con- 
venient, and  am  convinced  less  time  would  only  disappoint  the 
expectations  which  might  be  formed ;  nor  would  I,  my  Lord, 
however  alluring  the  greatness  of  the  object  to  a  soldier,  risk 
some  little  reputation,  hardly  acquired  during  many  years'  servi- 
tude, with  an  undisciplined  multitude. 

I  have,  ifec, 

M.  P.  Stirling. 
[Enclosure.  ] 

Plan. 

As  it  is  probable  the  present  body  of  marines  destined  for  the 
protection  of  the  colony  intended  to  be  formed  at  Botany  Bay, 
in  New  South  Wales,  may  be  found  on  their  arrival  there  inade- 
quate to  the  service,  both  from  the  increasing  number  of  the 
colonists,  who  will  require  a  strong  force  to  keep  them  in  subjec- 
tion, as  well  as  from  the  uncertain  dispositions  of  the  natives, 
who  may  be  naturally  presumed  hostile  to  strangers  forming 
a  settlement  among  them,  and  are  certainly  formidable  and 
numerous,  fi-om  the  inmiense  tract  of  country  they  possess — in 
order  to  obviate  any  difficulty  that  may  arrive  when  a  reinforce- 
ment shall  prove  necessary,  Lieut.-Colonel  Stirling,  of  his 
in'irciand^'^  Majesty's  36th  Ilegt.,  proposes  to  raise  a  corps  in  Ireland,  to  be 
ready  in  every  respect  for  that  service  by  the  time  accounts  shall 
arrive  from  the  Governor  either  to  relieve  or  reinforce  the 
marines  now  going  out,  as  may  be  thought  most  proper, 
strength  The  corps    to  consist  of  the  following  number: — One  lieut.- 

o  corps.        colonel  comdg.,  (without  a  company),  eight  captains,  eight  lieut- 
enants,   eight   ensigns,    one   chaplain,    one   quarter-master,    one 


18  Doc. 

Plan  for 

special 

corps. 
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adjutant,  one  surgeon,  one  mate,  twenty-four  sergeants,  twenty-  ^'''^j 
four  corjjorals,  sixteen  drummers,  twenty -four  contingent,  five  is  Dec. 
hundred  and  four  privates. 

The  men  to  be  enlisted  for  seven  years  from  the  time  of  their  Seven  years' 
landing  in  New  South  Wales ;  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the  enlistment. 
corps  to  be  compleated  in  whatever  manner  shall  be  judged  most 
eligible,   and  to  be  recruited  from   time  to  time  by  having  a 
captain,  lieutenant,  and  ensign  in  Ireland. 

The  corps  to  be  raised  without  any  expense  to  the  State,  and  if  f »  f-^'P?"^^^ 

T  •  /^   1         1    CI    •   1-         •        11  11  •         •  !■     1  if  to  the  State. 

Lieut.-Lolonel  btirlmg  is  allowed  the  nommation  oi  the  omcers, 
taking  them  from  the  Line,  and  giving  each  a  step,  their  former 
commission  remaining  at  the  disposal  of  Government,  he  will  be 
responsible  for  the  corps  being  compleated  in  three  months  from 
the  date  of  his  beating  orders. 

If  Government  think  proper  to  appoint  the  officers,  he  will  give  in 
an  estimate  of  quotas  for  each  officer,  they  taking  the  responsibility 
for  fulhlling  their  agreement  and  adhering  to  their  Instructions. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Stirling  begs  leave  to  add  that  he  has   been  Lieut. - 
upwards   of    four-and-twenty  years   an  officer  in  his   Majesty's  g"jr°",f  .^ 
service — has  been  on  trying  service  in  both  East  and  West  Indies,  services. 
and  being  obliged  by  loss  of  health  to  return  lately  from  the  former, 
had  the  mortification  to  have  a  junior  officer  put  over  his  head,  as 
major  to  the  52nd  Regt.,  although  he  was  by  five  years  the  oldest 
captain  in  his  Majesty's  army  in  India,  and  the  officer  who  suc- 
ceeded was  actually  on  his  passage  to  Europe  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment. 

He  also,  at  a  very  critical  period  in  the  year   1783,  when  the  a  former 
troops  in  general   were  found   averse  to   the  service   in   India,  °^^^' 
received  the  then  commander-in-chief's  approbation  to  an  offer  of 
raising  five  hundred  men  immediately  for  that  service,   and   had 
his  orders  on  this  head,  when  the  33  rd  Regt.  being  ordered  out, 
he  suffered  a  severe  disappointment. 

From  these  circumstances,  and  his   long  services,   is  inclined  Success 
to  hope  that  should  this,  his  plan,  be  deemed  expedient,   he  will 
be  favoured  with  a  preference,*  his  connexions  in  Ireland  ensuring 
success,  and  his  most  sanguine  wishes  leading  him  to  promote,  by 
every  exertion,  an  undertaking  so  useful  to  his  country. 

M.  P.  Stirling, 
Major  in  the  Army  and  Lieut.-Colonel  in  India. 
December  18th,  1786.  

Major  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Craven-street,  22nd  Dec,  178G.  " 1"" 

As  there  is  a  certainty  that  the  marine  detachment  intended  Themarines. 
for  Botany  Bay  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  encamping  on  their 

*  Colonel  Stirling's  proposals  were  not  accepted.  A  commission  to  raise  a  special  corps, 
afterwards  known  as  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  was  g-iven  to  Major  Francis  Grose.  Post, 
pp.  24U-251. 
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22  Dec. 


Camp 
equipage. 


Urgency. 


Insufficient 
supplies. 


arrival  there,  and  that  they  must  unavoidably  continue  so  until 
such  time  as  proper  places  of  security  can  be  found,  as  well  for 
their  own  safety  as  for  the  safety  of  the  convicts, — 

I  have,  as  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment,  to  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  demand  camp  equipage  for  them  agreeable 
to  the  enclosed  list : — For  one  field  officer,  four  captains,  one 
adjutant,  one  quarter-master,  twelve  subalterns,  twelve  Serjeants, 
twelve  corporals,  eight  drummers,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
privates — the  actual  number  the  detachment  consists  of. 

I  must  again  request  your  attention  to  this  demand,  as  our 
leaving  England  without  them  may  be  attended  with  the  most 
alarming  consequence  to  the  detachment. 

I  submit  it  to  you,  sir,  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  demand  a 
greater  quantity  than  will  on  our  first  arrival  be  wanted  for  the 
service,  as  the  having  but  the  bare  quantity  mentioned  in  the 
enclosed  list  will  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  supply  what  may, 
from  the  many  accidents  such  articles  are  liable  to,  be  from  time 
to  time  absolutely  wanted. 

This  may  appear  to  you  the  more  necessary  on  reflecting  that 
you  may  sometimes  have  occasion  to  detach  from  the  main  body. 

I  am,  (fee, 

R.  Ross,  Major. 


■27  Dee. 


The  Sirius — 
instructions 
asked  for. 


GovERXOR  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephexs. 

Sir,  [London]    27  December,  178G. 

I  am  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  move  the  Right 

Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  give 

me  such  orders  for  my  conduct  as  they  may  judge  proper  when 

the  following  circumstances  occur  : — 

1.  When  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  under  my  command,  is 
supply'd  with  fresh  meat  in  any  foreign  port,  am  I  to  order  the 
same  for  the  marines  on  board  the  transports  1 

2.  And  is  such  provision  to  be  paid  for  by  bill  on  the  Victualling 
Board  or  on  the  Treasury  ? 

3.  Am  I  to  bear  the  marines'  wives  that  go  out  as  super- 
numerarys  on  board  the  Sirius  on  the  supernumerary  list  with 
their  husbands,  that  they  may  be  victualled  1 

4.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to  land  any  marine  that  may  be 
sick  in  a  foreign  port,  in  what  manner  is  he  to  be  landed  and 
paid  foi"  1 

5.  Am  I  to  order  wine  to  be  purchased  for  the  Sirius  and  the 
tender  ?  and 

6.  If  when  I  arrive  at  the  Cape  or  such  port  as  I  intend 
to  take  my  departure  from  for  the  intended  settlement,  am  I 
at  liberty  to  order  the  provisions  that  have  been  expended  on 
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the  passage  on  board  the  Sirius  and  on  board  the  tender,  to  be       1786 
replaced,  particularly  bread  and  beef,  supposing  the  same  may  be       27  Dec. 
purchased  at  a  reasonable  price  1 

7.  Are  the  convicts  to  be  supply ed  with  fresh  meat  when  the 
marines  on  board  the  transports  are  ;  and  is  it  to  be  paid  for  by 
bill  on  the  A^ictualling  Board  or  on  the  Treasury  1 

8.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  land  any  of  the  convicts,  either 
from  the  loss  of  limbs,  or  from  any  fatal  distemper  on  board  the 
transports,  am  I  at  liberty  to  do  it,  and  is  the  expense  to  be  paid 
by  bill  on  the  Yictualling  Board  or  on  the  Treasury  1 

9.  If  in  a  foreign  port  any  of  the  masters  of  the  ships  under 
my  convoy  should  be  obliged  to  purchase  stores  or  provisions 
that  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  them  to  proceed  on 
their  voyage,  and  the  merchants  should  refuse  to  take  their  bills, 
am  I  at  liberty  to  draw  on  the  Navy  Board  bills  to  purchase 
.such  stores. 

10.  If  from  the  particular  conduct  of  any  marine  belonging  to 
the  garrison,  I  judge  it  for  the  good  of  the  service  to  exchange 
such  marine  for  a  marine  belonging  to  the  Sirius  or  to  the  tender, 
am  I  at  liberty  to  make  such  exchange  1 

11.  If  I  judge  it  necessary  hereafter  to  order  the  Sirius  or  the 
tender  to  England,  in  order  to  lessen  the  expense  to  Government, 
or  for  any  other  just  reason,  I  presume  I  am  at  liberty  to  do  it ; 
but  if  I  send  home  the  Sirius  or  the  tender,  in  what  manner 
am  I  to  be  paid  as  captain,  in  full  pay,  after  such  ship  is  paid 
off  in.  England  ? 

12.  In  case  of  sending  home  the  Sirius  or  the  tender,  am  I  at 
lil;)erty  to  discharge  such  men  as  may  desire  to  remain  in  the 
.settlement,  and  who  are  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  navigating 
the  ship  home  1 

13.  May  any  commission  or  warrant  officer  be  permitted  to 
remain  when  his  ship  is  ordered  home  1 

14.  When  I  put  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Hunter,  that  officer  of  course  should  take  charge  of 
the  ship's  books,  sign  the  officers'  monthly  expenses,  &c.  In  that 
case,  as  I  shall  have  no  accounts  to  pass  for  the  time,  in  what 
manner  am  I  to  be  paid?*  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 


Under  Secretauy  Nepeax  to  Mr.  Thomas. 

Whitehall,  30  Dec,  1786. 
Mr.  -Nepeax   presents   his    compliments   to    Mr.   Thomas;   begs 
be    will    he    so    good   as   to  favor  him  with  an  account  of  the 
number  of  persons  which  each  of  the  transport  ships  is  to  contain. 

*  Replies  to  these  questions  are  given  in  a  letter  from  Secretary  Stephens.    Post, 
pp.  48,  49. 


30  Dec. 
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1786       gjg   setting  down  the   numbers  upon  this  paper  will  be  quite 
30  Dec.      sufficient.* 


The 

transports. 


The  first 
chaplain. 


Alexander — in  the  river 
Scarborough — at  Portsmouth 

Friendship— at  Plymouth 

Charlotte — at  Plymouth 

Lady  Penrhyn — in  the  river 

Ship  to  be  taken  up 

Convicts. 

Marines. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

210 

210 

80 

100 

'"24: 

2-1 

102 

30 

32 

32 

.      40 

40 

"so 

4 
4 
3 
3 

4 

30+ 

600 

180 

174 

48 

Sir  C  Middleton  to 


Dear  Sir, 

As  Mr.  Wilberforce  is  not  in  town  himself,  I  introduce  for 
a  few  minutes'  conversation  Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  nominated  as 
minister  for  Botany  Bay.  He  has  settled  his  business  with  the 
Treasury,  and  therefore  comes  to  you  for  his  appointment,  and 
an  order  for  a  few  parish  things,  which  are  perfectly  proper,  and 
not  paid  for  by  individuals.  He  may  procure  them  himself,  and 
they  may  be  brought  into  one  list  of  necessaries. 

I  am,  lire, 

Chas.  Middleton. 


1787 

1  Jan. 


Transporta- 
tion orders. 


Bonds  and 
contracts. 


Under  Secretary  Nepean  to  Mr.  Shelton. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  1  Jany.,  1787. 

I  send  you  herewith  attested  copies  of  four  Orders  of 
Council,  which  passed  on  the  6h  and  2 2d  days  of  last  month,  fixing 
the  destination  of  the  several  convicts  therein  named,§  now  under 
sentence  of  transportation.  These  attested  copies  are  intended 
for  your  use. 

I  understand  from  Mr.  Campbell  i|  that  you  have  already  been 
furnished  with  a  list  of  such  convicts  as  are  to  be  sent  out  in  the 
Alexander,  and  as  it  is  wished  that  they  may  be  removed  as  soon 
as  possible  from  the  hulk  to  make  room  for  the  "people  now  in 
Newgate,  I  will  beg  of  you  to  get  the  bonds  and  contracts  (if 
necessary)  executed  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be. 

*  The  reply  to  this  note  Ir  the  return  which  accompanies  it. 

t  Wives  of  marines. 

J  The  name  is  omitted,  and  also  the  date,  but  the  letter  is  evidently  intended  for  Under 
Secretary  Nepean.  Mr.  William  Wilberforce,  the  philanthropist  had  interested  himself  in 
the  appointment  of  a  chaplain  for  the  settlement. 

§  The  Order-in-Conncil  appointing  New  South  Wales  as  a  place  to  which  convicts  might 
be  sent  was  made  on  the  6th  December,  1780.     Ante,  p.  30. 

U  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  Superintendent  of  Convicts,  on  the  Thames. 
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The  Lady  Penrhyn,  now  in  the  river,  will  receive  all  the  female       1787 
convicts  now  in  Newgate  under  sentence  of  transportation,  and      j  jj^j,^ 
her  commander,  with  Mr.  Richardson,  will  enter  into  the  bonds 
the  latter  will  contract. 

There  will  be  a  further  list  sent  to  you,  I  hope,  to-day,  of  other  The  Scar- 
convicts  now  in  the  hulks  who  are  to  be  sent  to  the  ship  Scar-  ^*^''^"=-^' 
borough  at   Portsmouth,   to  be    conveyed   from    thence   to   the 
intended  settlement  at  Botany  Bay,  and  which  will  include  all 
that  are  to  go  out  in  the  first  convoy.  I  am,  &c., 

Evan  Nepean. 

Articles  to  be  provided,  puix-hase  of  stock,  &c.,  for  the  intended 
settlement  at  Botany  Bay.* 

The  wine  to  be  procured  from  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands  must  wine, 
be  paid  for  in  bills  of  exchange. 

Live  stock  and  grain  to  be  procured  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Live  stock 
must  be  paid  for  in  the  same  manner.  and  grain. 

At  Java  and  all  the  Molucca  Islands,  from  whence  black  cattle,  cattie  and 
goats,  and  hogs  are  to  be  procured,  a  Dutch  factor  resides,  who  is  ^°^' 
the  only  European  usually  on  the  island.      By  a  comjoact  between 
the  Raja  and  the  Dutch,   the  factor  controuls  the  whole  of  the 
commerce,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  will  not  permit  any  trade  a  bribe 
with  foreigners  until  he  is  bribed.     About  £10,   in  addition  to  necessary, 
some    English    beer    (perhaj^s    a    few    dozen),    will    satisfy    him. 
Ducats  to  the  amount  of  £50  will  be  sufiicient  for  this  purpose, 
with  two  or  three  casks  of  beer. 

The  cattle,  hogs,  and  goats  are  to  be  obtained  from  the  natives  Barter, 
for  cutlasses  and  firearms,  and  it  is  supposed  that  200  musquets 
and  the  same  number  of  cutlasses  would  purchase  a  sufiicient 
quantity.  Those  arms  might  be  taken  from  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, as  a  great  number  of  them  are  now  in  store,  daily  de- 
creasing in  value. 

As  there  will  most  likely  be  occasion  to  keep  up  an  intercourse  Trade  with 
with  the  Society  Islands,  from  whence,   indeed,   various  supplies  ^'^^  islands. 
may  be  obtained,  about  £150  laid  out  in  small  hatchets,  some  of 
them  made  in  the  Otaheite  fashion,  glass  beads  (chiefly  white), 
pocket  looking-glasses,   nails   and   gimlets,    and    a  few   real  red 
feathers,  will  answer  that  purpose. 


Admiralty  Warrant  for  Captain  Collins  as  Judge-Advocate. 

Whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to  appoint  you  to  olficiate  as  Judge- 
Advocate  to  the  detachment  of  his  Majesty's  marine  forces  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Botany  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  New  Soutli  Wales,  for 
the  protectioi>  of  the  settlement  intended  to  be  formed  at  that 
place,  you  are  hereby  autliorized  and  directed  to  ofiiciate  as 
Judge- Advocate  accordingly  at  all  such  courts-martial  as  shall  be  Advocate. 

*  No  date  or  sigDature. 
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1787  there  lielcl  for  the  trial  of  any  officers,  non-commiss'cl  officers,  or 
1  Jan.  private  men  belonging  to  the  said  detachment,  pursuant  to  an 
Act  of  Parliament  now  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  his  Maj's 
marine  forces  while  on  shore,  and  any  other  Act  of  Parliament 
in  that  behalf  which  shall  hereafter  be  in  force,  and  to  such 
rules,  articles,  and  regulations  as  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be 
established  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral  or  Commiss'rs  for  executing 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  power  and  authority  hei'eby  given  to  you  as 
aforesaid.  And  for  your  care  and  trouble  in  executing  the  said 
employment  we  do  hereby  grant  unto  you  an  allowance  after  the 
I'ate  of  ten  shillings  per  day,  to  be  paid  to  you  quarterly  by  the 
Paymastei"  of  Marines,  and  to  commence  on  the  date  hereof. 

Given,  &c.,  and  the  seal,  &c.,  the  1st  of  Jan'y.,  1787. 

Howe. 
C.  Brett. 
j.  l.  goaver. 

Warrant  for  Transportation. 

George  R. 

3  Jan.  Whereas  a  contract  has  l)eou  entered  into  for  transporting  to  New 
8outh  Wales,  or  some  other  of  the  islands  adjacent,  the  several 
convicts  now  in  your  custody  on  board  the  hulks  in  the  river 
Thames  whose  names  are  contained  in  the  list  hereunto  annexed*  : 
Our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  forthwith  do  deliver  over  to 
the  contractors,  Mr.  William  Richards,  shipbroker,  and  Mr. 
Duncan  Sinclair,  master  of  the  transport  ship  called  the 
The  Alexander,  the  said  convicts  whose  names  are  specified  in  the 

convicts.  said  list,  in  order  that  they  may  be  transported  to  the  said  coast 
of  New  South  Wales,  or  some  one  or  other  of  the  islands 
adjacent,  on  board  the  said  ship  Alexander,  for  the  terms  of  years 
for  which  said  convicts  are  severally  sentenced  or  ordered  to  be 
transported.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 
Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  third  day  of  January, 
1787,  in  the  twenty -seventh  year  of  our  reign. 

To    our    trusty    and   well-beloved    Duncan    Campbell,    Esq., 
Superintendaut  of  the  Convicts  on  the  river  Thames. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

Sydney. 


4  Jan. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board, 
Gent'n,  Admiralty,  4  Jan'ry,  1787. 

Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  informing  them  that  being 
under  orders  to  hire  transports  to  carry  convicts  to  Botany  Bay 

*  The  list  is  not  attached  to  the  warrant  in  the  Record  Oflfice. 
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at  the  time  of  Lieut.  Shortland's*  return  with   the  troops  from       1787 
Halifax,    and   an  agent   being   requisite  for  superintending  the      i  Jan 
same,  yuu  appointed  him,  as  being  conversant  in  the  business,  to  Lieu~ 
take  charge  of  the  said  ships,  I  am   commanded  by  their  Lord-  shortiand. 
ships  to  acquaint  you  that  they  have  no   objection   to  Lt.  Short- 
land's  being  employed  to  superintend   these   transports,  but  that 
you  should  have  obtained  their  Lordships'  permission  before  you 
app'd  him  to  that  employment.  I  am,  Arc, 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  [London]  Jan.  4,  1787. 

As  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  add  additional  securities  Alterations 
to  the  hatchways  and  to  alter  the  handcuffs  on  board  the  Alex-  po^s. 
•■  nder,  the  same  will  be  necessary  to  be  done  on  board  the  different 
ships  as  they  arrive  at  Portsmouth,  consequently  orders  should  be 
sent  down  to  that  port,  to  inform  your  ofhce,  or  the  Navy  Board, 
when  such  alterations  are  made,  otherwise  the  convicts  may  be  sent 
from  town  l^efore  the  ships  are  ready  to  receive  them. 

I  likewise  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  number  of  scythes  (only  Scythes,   ^ 
6),  of  razors  (only  5  dozen),  and  the  quantity  of  buck  and  small  shot.  ' 
shot  (only  two  hundred  pounds)  now  ordered  is  very  insufficient, 
and  that  20  scythes,  12  dozen  of  razors  (at  12s.  a  dozen),  and  oftj. 
[!  cwt.]  of  small  shot,  chiefly  buck,  in  addition  to  the  above,  is  very 
necessary. 

I  have  likewise  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  inform  me  in  Supennten- 
what  manner  those  people  are  to  be  paid  who  superintend  the  con^^cts^ 
convicts  in  their  various  occupations,  for  some  people  there  must 
be  named  for  that  purpose,  and  no  one  will  undertake  this  business 
without  some  reward,  tho'  it  may  be  very  small,  being  held  out 
to  them,  as  likewise  those  who  must  he  employed  in  issuing  the 
daily  provisions — these  people  cannot  well  be  taken  from  the 
garrison — I  think  they  may  from  the  ship. 

The  knowing  what  provisions,  cloathing,  itc,  are  on  board  the 
different  ships  is  very  necessary,  as  I  find  there  are  some  things 
put  on  board  the  transports  by  the  agent  that  cannot  possibly 
remain  there.  I  therefore  beg  that  I  may  have  the  account  as 
soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  given. 

Several  (jf  the  staff'  have  rec^uested  that  I  would  once  more  -^^J^^  ^°'' 
apply  to  you  for  a  twelvemonth's  advance,  as  they  find  themselves 
much  distress'd  in  fitting  for  the  voyage,  and  the  uncertainty  of 

*  Lieut.  John  Shortiand.  He  sul)sequently  Vjecame  Master  and  Commander  in  the  Navy. 
His  eldest  son,  .John  Shortiand,  went  (jut  to  New  South  Wales  with  Covenior  Phillip, 
at  midshipman  of  the  Sirius,  and  was  on  hoard  that  vessel  when  she  was  wrecked  at 
Norfolk  IslaiKl.  He  went  back  to  Knf,'Iand  with  Cajit.  Hunter,  and  returned  with  him  to 
Port  Jackson  in  1793,  as  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Relianee.  In  179"  he  diseovcrcd  Hunter 
River.     He  was  made  C'onnnander  i/i  ISOO. 

t  Copied  from  the  Letter-book  at  the  Admiralty,  in  which  the  initials,  instead  of  the  name 
in  full,  are  frequently  pfiven. 
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1787       which  makes  their  agents  unwilling  to  advance  the  sum  they  find 

4  Jan.      absolutely  necessary  to  set  out — and  they  feel  it  the  more  as  the 

officers  of  marines  have  now  received  a  year's  advance.     Indeed, 

I  doubt  if  one  or  two  of  the  assistant  surgeons  will  be  able  to 

leave  town  without  the  advance.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board. 


11  Jan. 


Gent'n,  Admiralty,  11th  Jan'y,  1787. 

I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty 
to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  transmit  to  them  a  list  of 
the  names  of  the  ships  you  have  taken  up  for  the  conveyance 
The  First  q£  ^]^g  convicts,  the  marine  establishment,  provisions,  tools,  &c., 
to  Botany  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  with  the 
names  of  their  masters,  distinguishing  which  of  them  are  intended 
to  receive  the  convicts  and  the  marine  establishment  and  which 
are  to  receive-  the  provisions,  &c.,  the  state  of  readiness  which 
they  are  in,  and  to  what  ports  they  are  ordered,  and  whether 
any  and  which  of  them  have  already  received  any  convicts  on 
board.  I  am, 

P.S. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  [London]  Jan.  11,  1787. 

By  letters  from  Lieut.  Shortland  and  the  surgeon's  assistant 
on  board  the  Alexander,  I  find  that  184  men  are  put  on  board 
that  ship,  and  56  women  on  board  the  Lady  Penrhyn,  that  there 
Overcrowd-  are  amongst  the  men  several  unable  to  help  themselves,  and  that 
pwts^  *'^°^  ^^  kind  of  surgeon's  instruments  have  been  put  on  board  that 
ship  or  any  of  the  transports.  You  will,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe 
that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  prevent  the  most  fatal  sickness 
amongst  men  so  closely  confined ;  that  on  board  that  ship  which 
is  to  receive  210  con\dcts  there  is  not  a  space  left  for  them  to 
move  in  sufficiently  large  for  40  men  to  be  in  motion  at  the  same 
time,  nor  is  it  safe  to  permit  any  number  of  men  to  be  on  deck 
while  the  ship  remains  so  near  the  land. 
Removal  to  Qn  this  Consideration,  I  hope  that  you  will  order  the  Alex- 
ander and  Lady  Penrhyn  to  join  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius 
immediately,  and  proceed  to  Spithead,  where  more  liberty  may  be 
allowed  the  convicts  than  can  be  done  with  safety  in  the  river, 
and  those  that  are  wanting  to  compleat  the  number  to  be  sent 
out  in  those  ships  may  be  sent  round  to  Portsmouth  with  the  other 
convicts,  for  the  most  fatal  consequences  may  be  expected  if  the 
full  number  is  kept  on  board  any  length  of  time  before  we  sail. 
Surgical  You  will,  I  presume,  see  the  necessity  of  ordering  some  surgeon's 

required.   "  instruments  to  be  sent  on  board  the  ships  that  carry  the  convicts 
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— and  I  do  hope  that  no  more  will  be  embarked  till  the  ships  are       1787 
ready  to  sail,  and  which  they  cannot  be  for  a  week  after  they  get      ii  Jan. 
to  Spithead.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board. 
Gent'n,  Admiralty,  16  Jan'ry,  1787.  i^Jan. 

I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty 
to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  direct  the  masters  of  the  Alex- 
ander and  Lady  Penryhn,  transports,  taken  up  to  carry  convicts 
to  Botany  Bay,  to  put  themselves  under  the  comm'd  of  Capt. 
Phillip,  or  in  his  absence  Captain  Hunter,  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Sirius,  in  Long  Reach,  and  to  follow  his  orders  for  their  further 
proceedings.  I  am,  <kc., 

P.S. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 


18  Jan. 


Sir,  Admiralty,  18  Jan'ry,  1787. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Commiss'rs  of  the  Admi- 
ralty a  letter  from  Mr.  Rose,  Secretary  to  the  Lords  Commr's  of 
the  Treasury,  desiring  that  directions  may  be  given  to  the  captain 
of  the  ship  which  is  to  conduct  to  Botany  Bay  the  ships  taken 
up  to  proceed  with  convicts  to  that  place,  to  take  care  that  no 
unnecessary  delay  happens  on  the  passage  thither,  or  in  sending  no 
the  ships  from  thence  after  the  convicts  are  landed,  and  that  he  ^"i"^,*^®^^*""^ 
uses  his  best  endeavours  to  enable  them  to  reach  China  by  the 
1st  Jan'ry,  1788,  as  they  must  otherwise  be  continued  in  pay  till 
the  return  to  Deptford,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to 
send  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  said  letter,*  and  to  desire  you 
will  lay  the  same  before  Lord  Sydney,  they  not  thinking  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  give  any  directions  to  Capt.  Phillip  for  his 
proceedings  after  his  arrival  at  Botany  Bay.  I  am,  etc., 

P.S. 


29  Jan. 


Superintendent  Campbell  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Adelphi,  29  Jan.,  1787. 

It  cost  me  some  time  to  find  out  a  paper  which  would 
enable  me  to  answer  your  letter  effectually,!  and  which  I  have  this 
moment  laid  my  hand  on,  which  caused  my  delay  in  answering 
yours  sooner. 

It  appears  by  a  calculation  I  made  for  the  information  of  the  Trans- 
House  of  Connnons  some  years  since  that  upon  an  average  of  f°J^^^  '°" 
seven  years,  viz.,  from  1769  to  1775,  both  inclusive,  I  transported  England 
547  convicts  annually  from  London,  Midx.,  Bucks,  and  the  four 
counties  of  the  Home  Circuit,  and  that  117  of  these  transports 
were  women.     I  always  looked  upon  the  number  from  the  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  be  equal  to  what  was  transported  by  me- 
With  regard,  &c.,  Dun.  Campbell. 

•  Ante,  p.  25.    t  The  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply  is  not  available. 
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1787  Surgeon  White  to  Governok  Phillip. 

7  Feb.  Sir^  [London]  7  February,  1787. 

Marines  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  in  case  of  ilhiess  prevailing 

and  convicts  amonji:  the  marines  intended  for  Botany  Bay  there  has  been  no 

without  »  1  n  »  1  11  1    •  1  T 

medicines,  necessaries  supply ed.  As  they  are  equally  subject  to  the  diseases 
and  accidents  to  men  embarked  on  board  the  King's  ships,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  and  hope  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, on  your  representation,  would  order  them  to  be  supply'd 
in  proportion,  and  in  the  usual  manner  of  the  Navy.  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  add  that  the  convicts  are  in  a  similar  position. 

I  have,  itc, 
John  White. 

The  Transports  and  the  East  India  Company.* 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Friday,  the  9th  February,  1787, — 
Order'd,  that  in  case  the  ship  Lady  Penrhyn  should  be  pre- 
vented arriving  in  China  by  the  time  prescribed  in  her  charter- 
party,  she  be  allowed  to  remain  there  till  the  next  season,  and 
then  receive  her  loading  for  London,  provided  the  Company  shall 
not  incur  any  addititional  expense  thereby. 


0  Feb. 

The  trans- 
ports 
and  the 
East  India 
Company. 


At  a  Court  of  Directors,  held  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  April, 
1787, — Order'd,  that  the  owners  of  the  ships  chartered  for  China 
from  Botany  Biiy  be  excused  from  the  obligation  of  those  ships 
being  in  China  by  the  15th  January,  1788,  free  of  expence  to  the 
Company. 


23  Feb. 


No  direc- 
tions. 


JIarines' 
wives. 


Sick 
marines. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Admiralty  Office,  23d  February,  1787. 

My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  taken 
into  their  consideration  the  several  queries  stated  in  your  letter 
of  the  27th  of  December  last,t  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you, 
in  answer  to  the — 

1  and  2.  That  as  the  Board  of  Treasury  have  given  directions 
to  the  Navy  Board  for  victualling  the  marines  who  are  to  embark 
on  board  the  transports,  my  Lords  cannot  give  any  directions 
respecting  the  furnishing  them  with  fresh  provisions. 

3.  The  wives  of  marines  who  are  permitted  to  embark  on  board 
the  Sirius  must  be  victualled  in  like  manner  as  the  wives  of  land 
forces  embarked  on  board  transport  ships,  of  which  you  will 
obtain  information  from  the  Victualling  Boaixl. 

4.  If  it  be  absolutely  necessary  to  send  any  marines  sick  on 
shore  in  foreign  parts,  they  must  be  treated  in  the  same  manner 

Tlie  paragraphs  wliich   follow  are  extracts  from  records  in  the  East  India  Company's 
Office.      The  transports  Charlotte,  ScarVjorough,  and  Lafly  Penrhyn  were  under  charter  to 
the  Company  from  Botany  Bay  to  Ciiina,  wlience  they  were  to  carry  cargoes  of  tea  to 
London, 
t  Ante,  p.  40. 
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as  seamen  ;  but  the  expence  to  be  kept  separate,  and  bills  drawn       1787 
on  the  Commissioners  for  Sick  and  Hurt  for  the  amount.  23  Feb. 

5  and  6.  You  are  at  liberty  to  purchase  wine  for  the  use  of  ^y^^^l 
the  crews  of  the  Sirius  and  Supply  tender,  and  to  cause  the  pro-  allowed, 
visions  they  may  have  exj^ended  on  the  passafje  to  be  replaced, 
particularly  bread  and  beef,  if  the  same  can  be  purchased  at  a 
reasonable  rate. 

7  and  8.  Their  Loi'dships  cannot  give  any  directions  respecting  Nodirec- 
the  victualling  of  the  convicts,  nor  for  the  treatment  of  them,  in  v"ctuamiig. 
case  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  land  any  of  them. 

9.  Nor  can  their  Lordships  authorize  you  to  interfere  in  the  Governor 
purchasing  any  stores  or  provisions  that  may  be  wanted  for  any  SlitM-fJie. 
of  the  transports  in  the  course  of  the  voyage. 

10.  You  are  at  lilDerty  to  exchange  marines  from  the  garrison  Marines 
to  the  Sirius  or  Supply  tender  if  you  judge  it  for  the  good  of  the  "xdianacd. 
service  so  to  do. 

11.  12,  and  13.  As  you  will  be  instructed  to  follow  such  orders  Fhiiiip  to 
as  you  receive  through  the  channel  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  Prin-  '^"''''  ^' 
cijaal  Secretaries  of  State,  on  your  arrival  at  Botany  Bay,  their 
Lordships  decline  answering  these  articles,  not  considex-ing  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  give  directions  for  your  conduct  subsequent  to 

your  arrival  at  that  place. 

14.  When  Captain  Hunter  takes  charge  of  the  ship's  books 
and  accounts,  his  certificate  thereof  to  the  Navy  Board  will  be 
their  justification  of  paying  you  without  passing  any  further 
account.  I  am,  ifec, 

Philip  Stephens. 

Surgeon  White   to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Hungerford  Coffee  House,  Strand, 
Sir,  Feb'y  27th,  1787.  27Fob. 

Finding  that  the  Revd.  Mr.  Johnston  is  to  be  allowed  the  Appikatir.n 
piivaledge  of  taking  with  him  to  Botany  Bay  a  servant,  I  hope  it  ''J'' servant., 
will  not  be  deemed  unreasonable  or  improper  if  I  solicite  a  like 
indulgence,  whose  situation  during  the  voyage  will  require  some 
assistance,  having  no  mate  on  board  the  ship  I  take  my  passage  in 
— indeed  the  number  of  mates  will  by  no  means  admit  of  it.  The 
marine  officers  generally  (and  of  course  will)  have  servants  out  of 
the  ranks,  an  advantage  I  can  by  no  means  lay  claim  to  or  expect. 
Being  in  a  ci\il  capacity,  .and  without  a  servant,  my  situation 
must  be  truly  uncomfortable,  onwhich  lam  persuaded  it  is  needless 
to  say  more,  when  addressing  you,  who  must  know  and  admit  the 
inconveniences  I  shall  lie  subject  to,  not  only  on  the  passage,  but 
after  landing  without  one.  I  have  apply'd  to  Captain  Phillip,  PiiiHip's 
who  has  no  objection,  and  admits  the  propriety,  if  not  necessity, 
of  the  re(iuest,  Ijut  can  do  nothing  in  the  matter  without  yr.  per- 
mission being  first  obtained       The  obligation  I  already  owe  you 
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1787  would  prevent  my  asking  any  further,  were  I  not  encouraged  liy 
others,  and  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  it  cannot  meet  your  dis- 
approbation ;  with  a  hope  of  that  being  the  case,  I  beg  leave  to 
assure  you  of  my  gratitude,  esteem,  and  respect. 

I  am   &c., 

John  White. 

28  Feb  Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

My  Lord,  [London]  February  28th,  1787. 

Having    received  the    inclosed    reports*    respecting    the 
marines  and  convicts  2iow  embarked  on  board  the  Alexander  and 
Lady  Penrhyn  transports,   I  beg  to  submit  it  to  your  Lordship 
whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  make  some  alteration  in  the 
A  more         provisions,  by  allowing  the  marines  a  proportion  of  flour  in  lieu 
ration.  of  a  Certain  proportion  of  salt  meat,   and  some  addition  to  the 

provisions  served  to  the  convicts  ;  at  present  a  convict  has  only, 
for  forty-two  days,   sixteen  pounds  of  bread,  as  will  appear  to 
your  Lordship  by  the  inclosed  list. 
Fresh  food         And  I  likewise  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  Lordship  that  orders 
Strom'  wine  ^^^Y  ^^®  given  for  the  supplying  both  marines  and  convicts  with 
for  the  siek.  f  resh  meat  and  vegetables  while  they  remain  at  Spithead,  and  that 
a  small  quantity  of  wine  may  be  allowed  for  the  sick. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
P.S. — I  likewise  beg  leave  to  represent  to   your  Lordship  that 
the  contractors  having  a  power  of  substituting  half-a-pound  of 
rice  in  lieu  of  one  pound  of  flour  will  be  very  severely  felt  by  the 
convicts. 

Phillip's   Views    on   the  Conduct   of   the    Expedition    and 
THE  Treatment  of  Convicts.! 

IhipjTshouM  ^"^  arriving  at  the  settlement  two  or  three  months  before  the 

prececiethe    traiisports  many  and  very  great    advantages  would   be  gained. 

lanspor  ■.    jj^^^  wovdd  be  ready  to  receive  the  convicts  who  are  sick,  and 

they    would   find   vegetables,    of    which     it    may    naturally    he 

Phillip-s        supposed  they  will  stand  in  "reat  need,  as  the  scurvy  must  make 

«or6si"'nt  i.  i.  •/  o  '  ./ 

"  ■  a  great  ravage  amongst  people  naturally  indolent  and  not  cleanly. 
Huts  would  be  ready  for  the  women ;  the  stores  would  be 
properly  lodg'd  and  defended  from  the  convicts  in  such  manner 
as  to  pre\ent  their  making  any  attempt  on  them.  The  cattle  and 
stock  would  be  likewise  properly  secured,  and  the  ground  marked 
out  for  the  convicts;  for  lists  of  those  intended  to  be  sent 
being  given  to  the  commanding  officers,  mentioning  their  ages, 
crimes,  trades,  and  characters,  they  might  be  so  divided  as  to 
render   few    changes   necessary,    and    the  provisions   would    be 

*  The  reports  are  not  available, 
t  Phillip's  handwritin":,  on  small  sheets  of  paper. 
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ready  for  issuing  without  any  waste.  But  if  convicts'  provisions,  1787 
&c.,  must  be  landed  a  few  days  after  the  ship's  arrival,  and 
consequently  mostly  at  the  same  time,  great  inconvenience  will 
arise,  and  to  keep  the  convicts  more  than  a  few  days  on  board 
after  they  get  into  a  port,  considering  the  length  of  time  which 
they  must  inevitably  be  confined,  may  be  attended  with  conse- 
([uences  easier  to  conceive  than  to  point  out  in  a  letter.  Add  to 
this,  fevers  of  a  malignant  kind  may  make  it  necessary  to  have  a 
second  hospital. 

A  ship's  company  is  landed,  huts  rais'd,  and  the  sick  provided  Convicts  not 
for  in  a  couple  of  days  ;  but  here  the  greatei-  nunaljer  are  convicts,  tn,stc<l. 
in  whom  no  confidence  can  be  placed,  and  against  whom  both 
person  and  provision  is  to  be  guarded.  Everything  necessary  for 
the  settlement  should  be  received  at  the  Cape  on  board  wdth  the 
commanding  officer,  and  nothing  left  for  the  transports  but  a 
certain  proportiim  of  live  stock. 

I  may  add,  the  short  space  of   time  left  to  choose  a  proper 
situation.* 

The  confineing  the  convicts  on  board  the  ships  requires  some  probabio 
consideration.      Sickness  must  be  the  consequence  in  so  long  a- ♦{[g'^yo** ,?? 
%'oyage   (six    months  may  be  allow'd  for  the  voyage — that  is, 
from  the  time  of  leaveing  England  to  the  arrival  in  Botany  Bay) 
and  disagreeable  consequences    may  be  feared  if  they  have  the 
liberty  of  the  deck.     The  sooner  the  crimes  and  behaviour  of 
these  people  are  known  the  better,  as  they  may  be  divided,  and 
the  greatest  villains  particularly  guarded  against  in  one  trans- 
port. 

The  women  in  general  I  should  suppose  possess  neither  virtue  Care  of  the 
noi*  honesty.  But  there  may  be  some  for  thefts  who  still  retain  ^™'"<'"- 
some  degree  of  virtue,  and  these  should  be  permitted  to  keep 
together,  and  strict  orders  to  the  master  of  the  transport  should 
be  given  that  they  are  not  abused  and  insulted  by  the  ship's 
c<^impany,  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  case  too  often  when 
they  were  sent  to  America. 

At  the  ports  we  put  int(»  for  water,  &c.,  there  may  be  some  What  is  to  be 
sick  that  may  have  fever  of  such  a  nature  that  it  may  be  neces-  i5°"aks  outT 
sarv  for  the  sake  of  the  rest  to  remove  them  out  of  the  shij).      In 
such  a  case,  how  am  I  to  act? 

The  greatest  care  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  of  the  con- 
victs from  being  sent  that  have  any  venereal  complaints. 

During  tlie  passage,  when  light  aii's  or  calms  permit  it,  T  shall  .".'jftl^g'""" 
visit  the  transports  to  see  that  they  are  kept  clean  and  i-eceive  voya^'c. 
the  allowance  ordered  by  Government ;  and  at  these  times  shall 
endeavour  to  make  them  sensible  of  their  situation,   and   that 
their  happiness  or  misery  is  in  their  own  hands, — that  those  who 
l)ehave  well  will  be    rewarded  by  being   allow'd   to  work  occa- 

*The  MS.  is  continued,  on  foolscap,  in  another  hand— evidently  a  copy  of  Phillip's  pai)er. 
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1787  sioually  on  the  small  lotts  of  land  set  ajDart  for  them,  and  which 
they  will  be  put  in  possession  of  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  they  are  transported. 

On  landing  in  Botany  Bay  it  will  be  necessary  to  throw  up  a 
slight  work  as  a  defence  against  the  natives — who,  tho'  only  seen 
in  small  numbers  by  Captn.  Cook,  may  be  very  numerous  on  other 
parts  of  the  coast — and  against  the  convicts  ;  for  this  my  own 
little  knowledge  as  a  field  engineer  will  be  sufficient,  and  will  be  the 
work  of  a  few  days  only ;  but  some  small  cannon  for  a  redoubt 
will  be  necessary.  Within  the  lines  the  stores  and  provisions  will 
be  secured ;  and  I  should  hope  that  the  situation  I  should  be  able 
to  take  may  admit  of  having  the  small  rivers  between  the  garrison 
and  the  convicts  so  situated  that  I  may  be  able  to  prevent  their 
having  any  intercourse  with  the  natives. 
Jiaivc friends  I  shall  think  it  a  great  point  gained  if  I  can  proceed  in  this 
business  without  having  any  dispute  with  the  natives,  a  few  of 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  pursuade  to  settle  near  us,  and  who  I 
mean  to  furnish  with  everything  that  can  tend  to  civilize  them, 
and  to  give  them  a  high  opinion  of  the  new  guests,  for  which 
purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  transports'  crews  from 
having  any  intercourse  with  the  natives,  if  possible.  The  convicts 
must  have  none,  for  if  they  have,  the  arms  of  the  natives  will  be 
very  formidable  in  their  hands,  the  women  abused,  and  the  natives 
disgusted. 

The  keeping  of  the  women  apart  merits  great  consideration, 
and  I  don't  know  but  it  may  be  best  if  the  most  abandoned  are 
permitted  to  receive  the  visits  of  the  convicts  in  the  limits  allotted 
them  at  certain  hours,  and  under  certain  restrictions  ;  something 
of  this  kind  was  the  case  in  Mill  Bank  formerly.  The  rest  of  the 
women  I  should  keep  apart,  and  by  permitting  the  men  to  be  in 
their  company  when  not  at  work,  they  will,  I  should  suppose, 
marry,  in  which  case  they  should  be  encouraged,  if  they  are 
industrious,  by  one  day  in  the  week  more  than  the  unmarried  on 
their  own  lotts  of  ground. 

The  natives  may,  it  is  probable,  permit  their  women  to  marry 
and  live  with  the  men  after  a  certain  time,  in  which  case  I  should 
think  it  necessary  to  punish  with  sevei^ity  the  men  who  use  the 
women  ill,  and  I  know  of  no  punishment  likely  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  deterring  others  so  well  as  exiling  them  to  a  distant 
spot,  or  to  an  island,  where  they  woxild  be  ol^liged  to  work  hard 
to  gain  their  daily  subsistance,  and  for  which  they  would  have  the 
necessary  tools,  but  no  two  to  be  together,  if  it  could  be  avoided. 

Rewarding  and  punishing  the  convicts  must  be  left  to  the 
Governor;  he  will  be  answerable  for  his  conduct,  and  death,  I 
should  think,  will  never  be  necessary — in  fact,  I  doubt  if  the  fear 
of  death  ever  prevented  a  man  of  no  principle  from  committing  a 
bad  action.     There  are  two  crimes  that  would  merit   death — 
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murder  and  sodomy.     For  either  of  these  crimes  I  would  wish  to       1767 
conline  the  criminal  till  an  opportunity  offered  of  deliverincr  him 
as  a  prisoner  to  the  natives  of  ^^ew  Zealand,  and  let  them  eat  him. 
The  dread  of  this  will  operate  much  stronger  than  the  fear  of  death. 

As  the  getting  a  large  quantity  of  stock  together  will  be  my  Preservation 
first  great  object,  till  that  is  obtained  the  garrison  should,  as  in  °^  ''*°'^^- 
Gibraltar,  not  be  allowed  to  kill  any  animal  without  first  report- 
ing his  stock,  and  recei^dng  permission.  This  order  would  only 
be  necessary  for  a  certain  time,  and  I  mention  it  here  only  to 
show  the  necessity  of  a  military  government  ;  and  as  I  mean  in 
every  matter  of  this  kind  to  sett  the  example,  I  think  that  I  can 
say  this  will  never  occasion  any  uneasiness,  but  if  it  should,  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary,  otherwise  we  shall  not  do  in  ten 
years  what  I  hope  to  do  in  four. 

Women  may  be  brought  from  the  Friendly  and  other  islands,  Womenfrom 
a  proper  place  prepared  to  receive  them,  and  where  they  will  be  *^®  >^iands. 
.'supported  for  a  time,  and  lots  of  land  assigned  to  such  as  marry 
with  the  soldiers  of  the  orarrison. 

As  I  v\^ould  not  wish  convicts  to  lay  the  foundations  of  an  Convicts 
empire,   I  think  they  should  ever    remain    separated    from    the  £,'latea*- 
garrison,  and  other  settlers  that  may  come  from  Europe,  and  not 
be  allowed  to  mix  with  them,  even  after  the  7  or  14  years  for 
which  they  are  transported  may  be  expired. 

The  laws  of  this  country  will,  of  course,  be  introduced  in  [New]  Xo  slavery, 
.South  Wales,  and  there  is  one  that  I  would  wish  to  take  place 
from  the  moment  his  IMajesty's  forces  take  possession  of  the  coun- 
try :    That  there  can  be  no  slavery  in  a  free  land,  and  conse- 
quently no  slaves. 

The  cloathing  for  the  convicts  will  last  for  a  certain  time,  after  How  are  the 
which  ^\•hat  means  should  I  have  of  furnishing  them  with  materials  brclo*thed"? 
for  their  making  their  own  cloaths  ? 

It  will  be  necessary  to  know  how  far  I  may  permit  the  seamen  Land  grants. 
and  mariiies  of  the  garrison  to  cultivate  spots  of  land  when  the 
duty  of  the  day  is  o^•er,  and  how  far  I  can  give  them  hopes  that 
the  grounds  they  cultivate  will  be  secured  to  them  hereafter ; 
likewise,  how  far  I  may  pemiit  any  of  the  garrison  to  remain, 
when  they  are  ordered  Home  in  consequence  of  relief. 

By  what  I  am  infoi-med,  hatchets  and  beads  are  the  articles  for 
liarter — a  few  small  gr'indstones  for  the  chiefs  ;  and  as  they  use  a  JheTatfvTs. 
light  they  hold  it  in  their  hands,  small  tin  lamps  on  a  very  simple 
construction  must  be  very  acceptable. 

Ships  may  arrive  at  Botany  Bay  in  future.     On  account  of  ^       .  ^ 
the  convicts,  the  orders  of  the  port  for  no  boats  landing  but  in  reJuTatlous. 
particular  places,  coming  on  shore  and  returning  to  the  sliips  at 
stated  hours,  must  be  sti-ictly  inforced. 

The  saddles  I  mentioned  will  be  absolutely  necessary,  for  two  ^^  .„„,.„ 

r,  -n  •  1  •        1.  1  ■     Exploration, 

Jiorsemen  will  examine  the  country  to  a  certam  distsmce,  when  it 


HISTORICAL    RECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 


1787 


Friiit-trees. 


Houses. 


Articles  for 
barter. 


might  be  dangerous  to  attempt  it  Avith  half  the  garrison,  for  I  am 
not  of  the  general  opinion  that  there  are  very  few  inhabitants  in 
this  country,  at  least  so  few  as  have  been  represented — but  this 
article  I  take  upon  myself,  as  likewise  the  knifes,  &c.,  that  I 
mentioned. 

Such  fruit  trees  and  cuttings  that  will  bear  removing  should  be 
added  to  the  seeds  carried  from  England,  as  likewise  roots  that 
will  bear  keeping  that  length  of  time  out  of  the  ground. 

Two  or  three  of  the  houses  in  question  will  be  highly  necessary, 
and  there  is  no  time  to  lose  in  giving  the  orders,  if  intended. 

A  certain  quantity  of  the  articles  of  husbandry,  stores,  corn, 
seeds,  &c.,  of  the  articles  for  traffick,  should  be  put  on  board  the 
Berwick,*  that  in  case  of  an  accident  we  may  not  be  in  immediate 
want  of  those  things,  and  the  same  on  board  the  store-ship  in 
which  the  Lt.-Gouvrnour  goes. 


1  March. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  [London]  March  1st,  1787. 

From  the  letter  I  have  i-eceived  from  the  Admiralty,  and 
of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,!  y<»ii  "^^ill  see  that  respecting  my  11th, 
12th,  13th  queries  the  Board  decline  giving  any  answer.  As  I 
am  to  be  entirely  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
immediately  after  I  arrive  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  for 
what  regards  the  Naval  Department,  as  well  as  respecting  the 
settlement,  from  the  Board's  answer  to  these  queries,  as  well  as 
snnilar  answers  to  several  others  of  the  same  nature,  I  must  re([uest 
your  particular  attention  to  the  following  circumstances  in  draw- 
ing up  my  instructions  : — 

That  I  am  directed  to  order  wine  to  be  purchased  in  the  passage, 
at  Tenerifie,  or  where  it  can  be  procured;  for  circumstances  may 
prevent  my  taking  on  board  the  quantity  intended,  at  Teneriffe,  or 
perhaps  any  part  of  it,  and  it  may  be  got  at  the  Cape  or  elsewhere. 

That  I  may  employ  one  of  the  transports  as  an  hospital  ship,  if 
I  find  it  necessaxy  on  the  passage. 

To  order  the  marines  and  convicts  to  be  supply'd  with  fresh 
meat  and  vegetables  at  such  places  as  I  may  stop  at  in  the  passage, 
and  to  order  the  Commissary  to  draw  bills  on  the  Treasury  for 
such  supplies. 

That  I  have  the  power  of  exchanging  any  part  of  the  garrison 
with  the  marines  embark'd  on  board  the  ships,  or  of  incorporating 
the  marines  now  Ijelonging  to  the  ship  with  those  of  the  garrison, 
if  the  service  requires  it. 

That  I  am  directed  to  appoint  officers  to  fill  such  stations  as 
may  become  vacant  by  death  or  otherwise. 

That  I  am  directed  to  discharge  from  the  ship  such  officers  and 
men  as  may  not  be  necessary  for  the  navigating  of  the  ships,  and 

*  Renamed  the  Sirius.    Ante,  p.  24.  f  Ante,  p.  48. 
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which  may  be  necessaiy  in  the  garrison,  such  people  being  desirous       1787 
of  remaining  in  the  settlement.  i  March. 

That  I  make  the  settlement  in  such  port  as  I  may  find  the"most  The  place  of 
convenient  and  best  to  answer  the  intentions  of  Government.         settlement. 

That  I  send  one  of  the  ships  to  Charlotte  Sound,  in  the  Island  Bread-fmit 
of  New  Zeland,  for  the  flax-plant,  and  to  the  Friendly  Islands  ^vomelr*^ 
for  the  bread-fruit,  and,  as  women  will  be  there  procured,  that 
I  put  an  oflicer  on  board  such  transport. 

That  the  terms  by  which  lands  are  to  be  granted  are  pointed  Land  grants, 
out  by  the  article  which  gives  me  the  power  of  granting  lands. 

That  I  have  a  power  of  exiling  to  New  Zealand  or  the  neigh-  Power  of 
bouring  islands  any  convict  that  may  be  condemned  to  death.         ^^^^^ 

That  I  have  the  power  of  emancipation.  ^"Jf""'^*" 

The  power  of  suspending  and  sending  home  such  officer  who  suspension, 
from  his  situation  cannot  be  tried  by  a  court-martial. 

That  in  case  of  sending  home  the  Sirius  I  have  orders  from  x^e  naval 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  take  the  command  of  such  ships  or  commami. 
vessels  as  remain  on  the  coast,  by  hoisting  a  distinguishing  pendant 
on  board  such  ship  or  tender  as  I  may  judge  necessary  (such 
pendant  not  to  give  me  any  claim  to  the  pay  of  a  commanding- 
officer),  in  order  to  retain  the  command  by  sea,  to  be  more  at 
liberty  to  visit  the  coast,  and  to  retain  the  command  of  the  ships 
or  vessels  that  I'emain. 

That  I  have  a  power  to  change  the  species  of  provisions  served  A  better 
to  the  marines  and  convicts,  for  if  salt  meat  is  issued,  without  [j^g^gj^ 
any  pi'(jportion  of  flour,  as  has  been  hitherto  done  by  the  con- 
tractor to  the  marines  embarked  on  board  the  Alexander,  the 
scurvy  must  prove  fatal  to  the  greatest  part.  Of  the  marines 
already  embarked  two  months,  one  in  six  are  sent  to  the  hospital 
since  that  ships  arrival  at  Spithead.*  I  am,  ifec,  "* 

A.  Phillip. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board. 
Gentlemen,  2nd  March,  1787.         2  March: 

I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commrs.  of  the  Admty.  to 
signify  their  direction  to  you  to  order  the  masters  of  the  several 
transports  and  store-ships  named  on  the  other  side  hereof  to  put 
themselves  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Philip  (or  in  his  absence.  The  First 
of  Capt.  Hunter),  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Sirius,  and  fijllow  his     ^^ ' 
orders  for  their  future  proceedings.  I  am,  tfec, 

P.S. 
Vessels  : — 
Alexander  Borrowdale 

Lady  Penryhn  Golden  Grove 

Scarborough  Fishburn 

Chailotte  Prince  of  Wales 

Friendship 

•  See  Lord  Sydney's  reply ;  post,  pp.  82-83. 
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Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Marshall.* 
Sir,  3rd  March,  1787. 

Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Adm'ty  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  acquainting  them  that 
.  .  fearing  the  weather  might  continue  bad  you  had  applied  to  Com- 
Thc  Gordon,  missioner  Martin  for  the  Gorgon,  the  ship  which  he  had  appointed 
for  the  reception  of  the  convicts,  to  be  fitted  with  as  much  security 
as  the  time  would  possibly  admit,  and  that  you  had  been  obliged  to 
embark  them  on  board  her,  and  had  given  orders  for  their  guard  and 
security,  similar  to  those  issued  when  the  Firm  hulk  receives  such 
people,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that 
they  approve  thereof,  and  Lord  Sydney,  one  of  his  M'y's.  Princi- 
pal Sec'rys  of  State,  having  desired  that  as  the  said  convicts,  as 
well  as  the  marines  who  have  been  appointed  to  guard  them,  will 
stand  in  immediate  need  of  a  supply  of  provisions  for  their  subsist- 
ence until  they  can  be  sent  out  to  the  Motherbank,  which  Mr. 
Townshend,  who  is  charged  with  the  care  of  them,  cannot 
conveniently  procure,  orders  may  be  given  for  the  said  marines 
and  convicts  being  supplied  with  such  provisions  from  one  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  in  Portsmouth  harbour,  as  Mr.  Townshend  shall 
require,  upon  his  settling  with  the  purser  for  the  amount  thereof, 
and  that  as  the  boiling  of  the  meat  with  which  they  are  supplied 
on  board  of  the  ship  wherein  they  are  now  confined  will  most 
likely  be  attended  with  difficulty,  the  meat  may  l^e  dressed  on 
board  the  ship  from  whence  the  same  shall  be  supplied,  I  am 
comra'd  by  their  Lordships  to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  conformable  thereto. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Lord  Sydney  to  Mr.  Townshend,  f  upon 
the  subject,  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  to  be  delivered  to  him. 

I  am,  &c., 
P.S. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

My  Lord,  [London]  March  12th,  1787. 

As  the  Navy  Board  have  informed  me  that  no  alteration 
can  be  made  respecting  the  victualling  of  the  marines  during  the 
passage,  it  is  to  prevent  my  character  as  an  officer  from  being 
called  in  question,  should  the  consequences  I  fear  be  realized,  that 
I  once  more  trouble  your  Lordship  on  this  subject. 

The  contracts  for  the  garrison  and  convicts  were  made  before 
I  ever  saw  the  Navy  Board  on  this  business,  and  tho'  I  never 
have  had  it  in  my  power  officially  to  interfere  in  any  respect,  yet 
I  have  repeatedly  pointed  out  the  consequences  that  must  be 
expected  from  the  men's  being  crowded  on  board  such  small 
ships,  and  from  victualling  the  marines  according  to  the  contract, 

*  One  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Victualling  Department, 
t  Not  recorded. 


12  March. 


Bad  victual 
ling— a 
warning. 
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which  allows  no  flour,  as  is  customary  in  the  Navy.     This  must 
be  fatal  to  many,  and  the  more  so  as  no  anti-scorbutics  are  allowed       17S7 
on  board  the  transports  for  either  marine  or  convict ;   in  fact,  my    ^o  March 
Lord,  the  garrison  and  convicts  ai'e  sent  to  the  extremity  of  the 
globe  as  they  would  be  sent  to  America — a  six-weeks'  passage. 

I  see  the  critical  situation  I  may  be  in,  after  losing  part  of  the 
garrison  that  is  at  present  very  weak  when  the  service  for  which 
it  is  intended  is  considered  ;  but  I  am  prepard  to  meet  difficulties, 
and  I  have  only  one  fear — I  fear,  my  Lord,  that  it  may  be  said 
hereafter  the  officer  Avho  took  charge  of  the  expedition  should 
have  known  that   it  was  more  than  probable  he  lost  half  the 
garrison  and  convicts,  crowded  and  victualled  in  such  a  manner 
for  so  long  a  voyage.     And  the  public,  believing  it  rested  with  Phillip 
me,  may  impute  to  my  ignorance  or  inattention  what  I  have  never  l-ei^ponsl. 
been  consulted  in,  and  which  never  coincided  with  my  ideas,  to  ^'■^^^y- 
avoid  which  is  the  purport  of  this  letter ;   and  I  flatter  myself 
your  Lordship  will  hereafter  point  out  the  situation  in  which  I 
have  stood  thro'  the  whole  of  this  business  should  it  ever  be 
necessary.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Major  Ross  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  Uth  March,  1787.         uiiardn 

I  yesterday  muster'd  the  convicts  on  board  the  different  Muster  of 
transports  at  the  Mother  Bank.  The  enclosed  lists*  are  exact  as  convicts. 
to  numbers,  and  the  most  correct  I  could  get  from  them  of  their 
names.  I  hope  it  will  answ'r  all  your  purposes,  and  if  there  is 
anything  else  wanted  you  will  please  to  let  me  know,  and  I  shall 
have  pleasure  in  obeying  your  commands.  Perhaps  you  would 
wish  to  have  similar  lists  of  those  on  board  the  ships  from 
Plymouth  ;  if  you  do,  you  have  only  to  let  me  know. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  convicts  seem  The  convicts 
perfectly  satisfied  and  obedient.      They  wish,  if  possible,  to  be  o'[fjj^e,^t^"'^ 
allowed  more  bread  than  is  at  present  served  them — taking  off  as 
much,  if  so,  of  the  allowance  of  their  salt  provisions,  as  may  be 
equal  in  value. 

You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  consequences  attending  Xheirhealih. 
the  being  kept   long  upon  a  diet  of  salt  provisions  to  need  my 
saying  anything  upon  that  head,  being  well  convinced  that  what- 
ever can  be  done  for  the  preservation  of  health  will  be  done  by 
you. 

I  likewise  beg  to   observe  to   you    that   the   contractors    for  No  flour, 
victualling   the  marines   have  not   put  any  flour   on  board  the 
transports  for  their  use,  and  of  course,  as  they  are  the  only  people 
deprived  of  that  necessary  article,  which  I  have  reason  to  Ijelieve 
was  never  intended  to  be  the  case,  may  I  request  that. you  will 

*  In  the  lists  are  given  fictitious  and  real  names.     Among  the  fictitious  are — "  Black  Jack," 
"  Bone,"  "  Gash,"  "  Major,"  ^c. 


58 


HISTOKICAL    IlECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 


1787       use  your  endeavours  to  get  the  uiistake  rectified,  as  you  know  that 
14  Jiaivh.    the  preservation  of  their  health  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  on 
the  present  occasion.  I  have,  &c., 

R.  Ross. 


17  March 


Sick  men 
be  dis- 
charged. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board. 
Gent.,  Admiralty,  17  March,  1787. 

Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty 
your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  informing  them  of  the  arrival  of 
the  two  convict  ships  from  Plymouth,  of  the  Cynet  [Cygnet],  sloop, 
having  made  the  signal  for  sailing,  and  of  Captain  Hunter,  of  the 
Sirius,  having  applied  to  you  to  know  what  to  do  with  respect  to  the 
eleven  men  sick  on  shore,  should  he  go  to  sea,  having  very  little 
reason  to  expect  their  return  to  their  duty,  and  requesting,  there- 
fore, that  you  may  know  their  Lordships'  pleasure  thereon,  and 
Avhether  you  are  to  consider  the  Supply,  tender,  in  the  same 
situation  •  and,  in  return,  I  am  comm'd  by  their  Lordships  to 
to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  cause  the  men  sent  sick  on  shore 
from  the  said  ship  and  tender  to  l^e  discharged,  and  to  endeavour 
to  supply  their  jjlaces  by  volunteei's  from  the  guard-ship,  agreeable 
to  what  is  contained  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26th  of  last  month. 

I  am,  «fcc., 
P.S. 


18  March. 


Aiiti- 

scorltutics 

necessarv. 


Bad  pro- 
visioning. 


GovERXOR  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepeax.* 
Dear  Sir,  [London]  March  18th,  1787. 

A  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  surgeon  states 
the  situation  of  the  convicts  to  be  such  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  requesting  you  to  lay  their  case  before  Lord  Sydney, 
that  directions  may  be  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  lISTavy 
for  ordering  lighters  from  Portsmouth  yard  to  the  Alexander,  to 
i^eceive  the  convicts  while  the  ship  is  cleaned  and  smoaked,  and 
tho'  I  have  so  often  solicited  that  essence  of  malt  or  some  anti- 
scorbutic may  lie  allowed,  I  cannot  help  once  more  repeating  the 
necessity  of  it ;  and,  putting  the  convicts  out  of  the  question, 
wliich  humanity  forbids,  the  sending  of  the  marines  that  are  on 
board  the  transports  such  a  voyage  as  they  are  going,  in  a  worse 
state  than  ever  troops  were  sent  out  of  the  Kingdom,  even  to  the 
nearest  garrison  (for  taking  off  the  tonnage  for  the  provisions 
of  stores,  they  have  not  one  ton  and  a  half  a  man)  cannot,  I 
am  certain,  be  the  intention  of  liis  Majesty's  Ministers,  yet  it  is 
absolutely  the  case,  and  I  have  repeatedly  stated  this  fact.  Fresh 
meat  for  all  the  convicts  and  wine  for  the  sick  I  was  informed  had 
been  ordered  in  consequence  of  the  representation  I  made  as  soon 
as  the  ships  got  round  to  Portsmouth,  but  the  sick  only  have  fresh 
meat.  Wine,  at  the  discretion  of  the  surgeon,  is  very  necessary  for 
the  sick,  as  the  convicts  are  not  allowed  anything  more  than  water. 


*  A  private  letter. 
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The  necessity  of  making  one  of  the  transports  an  hospital  ship 
is  obvious,  and,  I  think,  cannot  1)6  deferred.     The  Friendship,  as    i^  March, 
liaving  the  smallest  number  of  convicts  on  board,  I  propose  for 
that  purpose. 

The  giving  cloaths  to  those  convicts  who  have  been  embarked  Comiots' 
at  Plymouth  is  so  very  necessary  that  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  '^  °  '"=' 
done,  and  presume  the  Navy  Board  will  replace  the  cloathing, 
but  as  there  are  more  convicts  to  be  sent  on  board  the  different 
shijjs,  unless  orders  are  being  given  for  their  being  washed  and 
cloathed  on  their  leaving  the  prison  or  the  hulks,  all  that  we  may 
do  will  be  to  no  purpose. 

These  complaints,  my  dear  sir,  do  not  come  unexpected,  nor  Dan-er 
were  they  unavoida])le.  I  foresaw  them  from  the  beginning,  and  =^^ead. 
repeatedly  pointed  them  out,  when  they  might  have  been  so  easily 
prevented,  at  a  very  small  expense,  and  with  little  trouble  to 
those  who  have  had  the  conducting  of  this  business.  At  present 
the  evils  complained  of  may  be  redressed,  and  the  intentions  of 
Goverimient  by  this  expedition  answered.  But  if  now  neglected, 
it  may  be  too  late  hereafter,  and  we  may  expect  to  see  the  seamen 
belonging  to  the  transports  run  fi'om  the  ships  to  avoid  a  fatal  dis- 
temper, and  may  he  refused  entrance  into  a  foreign  port. 

The  situation  in  which  the  magistrates  sent  the  women  on  -riie  women 
board  the  Lady  Penrhyn,  stamps  them  with  infamy — tho'  almost  ^"'V'Sj!^.'"^ 
naked,  and  so  very  lilthy,  that  nothing  but  clothing  them  could 
have  prevented  them  from  perishing,  and  which  could  not  be  done 
in  time  to  prevent  a  fever,  which  is  still  on  board  that  ship,  and 
where  there  are  many  venereal  complaints,  that  must  spread  in 
spite  of  every  precaution  I  may  take  hereafter,  and  will  bo  fatal 
to  themselves.  There  is  a  necessity  for  doing  something  for  the 
young  man  who  is  on  board  that  ship  as  surgeon,  or  I  fear  that  Their 

.  .  .   1  helpless 

we  shall  lose  him,  and  then  a  hundred  women  will  be  left  without  condition, 
any  assistance,   several  of  them  with  child.      Let  me  repeat  my 
desire  that  orders  immediately  may  be    given    to    inci'ease    the 
convict  allowance  of  bread.      16  lb  of  l)read  for  42  days  is  very 
little. 

To  supjily  all  tliH  convicts  with  fresh  meat  while  tliey  remain  Fresh  moat 
at  Portsmouth,  the  sick  with  some  small  quantity  of  wine.  *"   *"*^' 

Lighters   to  Ije   ordered  to  attend  the  Alexander  wliile  that  Care  of  the 
sliip  is  smoaked,  etc.      To  wash  and  cloath  the   convicts   that  are 
still  to  be  sent  down  before  they  are  put  on  board  the  transports, 
and  to  have  one  of  the  transports  ordered  to  serve  as  an  hospital 
ship. 

This  is  a  long  letter,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  repeat  complaints, 
that  may  be  redressed,  and  which  I  am  certain  you  desire  ('([ually 
with  myself.  I  I'emain,  &:c., 

A.    PlIILLll'. 
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i"87  Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board. 

20  March.        Gent'n,  Admiralty,  20th  Mar.,  1787. 

Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty 
your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  the 
The  Supply,  master  and  surgeon  of  the  Supply,  armed  tender,  relative  to  the 
alterations  which  Lt.  Ball,  the  commander,  had  caused  to  be  made 
in  the  accommodation  provided  for  them,  I  am  commanded  by 
their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  they  have  signihed  to  Lt. 
Ball  their  disapprobation  thereof,  and  ordered  him  to  cause  the 
accommodation  for  those  officers  to  be  restored  to  the  state  in 
which  they  were  fitted  under  your  direction.*         I  am,  &c., 

P.  S. 


22  March. 

Portable 
soup  for 
Su-ius. 


23  March. 


Lieut.  Riou. 


Sick  men  dis. 
charged  pre- 
maturely. 


29  Jlarch. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

[London]  Thursday  morning,  22nd  March,  1787. 
Captain  Phillip  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Stephens,  and 
as  it  is  probable  the  ship's  company  will  be  on  salt  provisions  for 
some  months  after  they  arrive  on  the  coast  of  New  South  AVales, 
will  be  glad  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  portable  soup,  in  addition 
to  the  fifty  pounds  already  supply'd.  1  am,  (tc, 

A.  Phillip. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Marshall. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  2.3  March,  1787. 

Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the 
Adm'ty  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  enclosing  one  from 
Captain  Gower,  of  the  Salisbury,  requesting  a  month's  leave 
of  absence  for  Lt.  Riou,t  of  the  said  ship,  to  attend  his 
private  afi^airs,  and  informing  their  Lordships  of  your  having 
ordered  Captain  Hunter,  of  the  Sirius,  and  Lieutenant  Ball,  of 
the  Supply,  tender,  to  cUscharge  the  men  they  had  put  sick  on 
shore,  and  that  they  are  now  completing  their  complements  from 
their  guard-ships,  I  am,  in  return,  comm'd  by  their  Lordships  to 
acquamt  you  that  they  are  pleased  to  permit  you  to  give  Lieut. 
Riou  the  leave  of  absence  desired,  but  that  it  was  not  their 
intention  the  sick  men  should  have  been  discharged  from  the 
Sirius  and  Supply,  and  other  men  appointed  to  suj)ply  their  places, 
nor  did  they  apprehend  you  would  have  given  orders  for  that 
purpose,  until  the  said  ship  and  tender  had  received  their  sailing 
orders.  I  am,  etc., 

P.S. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Marshall. 

Sir,  A^lmiralty,  29th  March,  1787. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Admiralty 

your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.,  informing  them  of  the  sailing  of  the 

Winchelsea  from  Spithead,   and  enclosing  a  letter  which  you  had 

received    from   Lieut.   Ball,    commanding    his    Majesty's    armed 


*  Post,  p.  61. 


t  Afterwards  commander  of  the  Guardian. 
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tender  Supply,  desiring,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  that  an      1787 
enquiry  may  be  made  into  his  conduct  respecting  the  victualling    29  March. 
the  said  tender,  I  am  commanded "  by  their  Loi'dships  to  return  victuaiTin'^ 
you  the  said  letter  herewith,  and  to  signify  their  direction  to  you  the  Supply. 
to  take  to  your  assistance  some  of  the  captains  of  the  ships  under 
your  command,  and  to  cause  a  particular  enquiry  to  be  made  into 
what  is  therein  represented,  reporting  to  me,  for  their  Lordships' 
information,  how  the  same  shall  appear  to  be  judged  necessary. 
I  am,  &c.,  P,S. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  The  Navy  Board. 
Genl'n,  Admiralty,  2nd  April,  1787.  2  April. 

My  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Admiralty  having  directed 
Captain  Hunter,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Siiius,  to  make  enquiry 
concerning  the  alterations  made  in  the  apartments  of  the  master 
and  surgeon  of  the  Supply,  tender,  whose  complaint  thereof  you 
enclosed  to  their  Lordships  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  ult.,  I  am 
comm'd  to  send  you  a  copy  of  Captain  Hunter's  letter  in  answer 
thereto,  and  to  aquaint  you  that  my  Lords  have  dii'ected  him  to  ^  ground- 
reprimand  the  master  and  surgeon  for  having  made  so  groundless  '^^s  char-;e. 
a  charge  against  the  lieutenant  of  the  Supply.*        I  am   &c., 

P.S. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Marshall. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  3rd  April,  1787.  3  April. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty  the 
report  of  the  captains  who,   in  consequence  of  their  Lordships' 
directions  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  you  assembled  to 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Ball,  commanding  his  Majesty's 
armed  tender  the  Supply,  respecting  the  victualling  the  said  ten- 
der, I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  have  oJ^fhg'i.ul^ 
sent  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Navy  Board,  for  their  information,  and  piy  !;ui)er- 
as  they  deem  the  master  an  improper  person  to  be  continued  in  '*'^  '^  ' 
the  tender,  they  have  directed  them  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to 
supercede  him.      I  am,  (tc,  P.S. 

Phillip's  Commission.! 
Arthur  Phillip  Esqre  ) 

Governor  of  New  South  Wales,     j 
George  the  Third  l)y  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain  France      2  April. 
and  Ireland  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c.  to  our  right  trusty  and 
well-beloved  Councillor  Edward  Lord  Thurlow  Baron  Thurlow 
our  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  greeting  :■■- 
Wee  will  and  conmiand  that  under  our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  Letters 
(remaining  in  your  custody)  you  cause  these  our  letters  to  be  made  I'^^tont. 

*  Ante,  p  60. 

t  Phillip  was  appointed  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  12th  October  178C,  when  a  commis- 
Bion,  bricHy  worUtd,  was  »it;ned.     Ante,  p.  21. 
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1787       forth  patent  in  form  following  :  George  the  Third  by  the  Grace  of 
2  A))rii      God  of  Great  Britain   France  and   Ireland  King  Defender  of  the 
Faith  etc. 
To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Arthur  Phillip  Esquire. 

Wee  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  the  prudence 
courage  and  loyalty  of  you  the  said  Arthur  Phillip  of  our  especial 
grace  certain  knowledge  and  meer  motion  have  thought  fit  to 
constitute  and  appoint  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and 
appoint  you  the  said  Phillip  to  be  our  Captain-General  and 
Governorof  Governor-iu-Chief   in  and  over  our  territory  called   New   Soutli 

New  South  ,.»  ^        -K-r  1  /-H  -PI 

Wales.  \\  ales  extending  from  the  JNorthern  Uape  or  extremity  oi  the  coast 

called  Cape  York  in  the  latitude  of  ten  degrees  thirty-seven 
minutes  south  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  said  territory  of 
New  South  Wales  or  South  Cape  in  the  latitude  of  forty-three 

Limitsofthe  degrees  thirty -nine  minutes  south  and  of  all  the  country  inland 
em  or\.  -westward  as  far  as  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of  east 
lonoitude  reckoning  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich  including 
all  the  islands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  within  the  latitudes 
aforesaid  of  ten  degrees  thirty-seven  minutes  south  and  forty- 
three  degrees  and  thirty-nine  minutes  south  and  of  all  towns 
garrisons  castles  forts  and  all  other  fortifications  or  other  military 
works  which  may  be  hereafter  erected  upon  the  said  territory  or  any 
of  the  said  islands. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  require  and  command  you  to  do  and  execute 

The  Oover-    j^n  things  in  due  manner  that  shall  belong  to  your  said   command 

nor  to  be  ~  o  ♦/ 

guided  bv     and  trust  Wee  have  reposed  in  you  according  to  the  several  powers 

slon  ancT"^'  ^^^^  directions  granted  or  appointed  you  by  this  present  Commis- 

instructions.  sion  and  the  instructions  and  authorities  herewith  given  to  you  or 

by  such  further  powers  instructions  and  authorities  as  shall  at  any 

time  hereafter  be  granted  or  appointed  you  under  our  signet  and 

sign  manual  or  by  our  order  in  our  Pri^y  Council 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  the  said  Arthur  Phillip 
after  the  publication  of  these  our  letters  patent  do  in  the  first 
oath^^^^  *''^  place  take  the  oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  an  Act  passed  in 
the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  First  intituled 
"  An  Act  for  the  further  security  of  his  Majesty's  person  and 
Government  and  the  succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  heirs  of  the 
late  Princess  Sophia  being  Protestants  and  for  extinguishing  the 
hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  AVales  and  his  open  and  secret 
abettors  "  as  altered  and  explained  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  sixth 
year  of  our  reign  intituled  "  An  Act  for  altering  the  oath  of 
abjuration  and  the  assurance  and  for  amending  so  much  of  an 
Act  of  the  seventh  year  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne  intituled 
"  An  Act  for  the  improvement  of  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms 
as  after  the  time  therein  limitted  requires  the  delivery  of  certain 
lists  and  copies  therein  mentioned  to  persons  indicted  of  High 
Treason  or  misprision  of  Treason." 


Phillip's  commission.  G3 

As  also  that  you  make  use  and  subscribe  the  declaration  men-       1787 
tioned  in  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  twenty -fifth  year  of  the      2  April, 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second  intituled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  ^°  p°p^''^^' 
dangers  which  may  arise  from  Popish  Recusants." 

And  likewise  that  you  take  the  usual  oath  for  the  due  execution  Oath  of 
of  the  office  and  trust  of  our  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-  ° 
Chief  in  and  over  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies  for  the 
due  and  impartial  administration  of  justice. 

And  further  that  you  take  the  oath  required  to  be  taken  by  Trade  and 
Governors  in  the  plantations  to  do  their  utmost  that  the  several  lUs?' 
laws  relating  to  trade  and  the  plantations  be  duly  observed. 
Which  said  oaths  and  declaration  our  Judge- Advocate  in  our  said 
territory  is  hereby  required  to  tender  and  administer  unto  you  and 
in  your  absence  to  our  Lieutenant-Governor  if  there  be  any  upon 
the  place. 

All  which  being  duly  performed  you  shall  administer  unto  our 
Lieutenant-Governor  if  their  be  any  upon  the  place  and  to  our 
Judge-Advocate  the  oaths  mentioned  in  the  lirst-recited  Act  of 
Parliament  altered  as  above  as  also  cause  them  to  make  and  sub- 
scribe the  afore-mentioned  declai'ation. 

And  Wee  do  hereliy  authorize  and  empower  you  to  keep  and 
use  the  public  seal  which  will  be  herewith  delivered  to  you  or 
shall  be  hereafter  sent  to  you  for  sealing  all  things  whatsoever  that  public  seal, 
shall  pass  the  Great  Seal  of  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies. 

Wee  do  further  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  said  Arthur  Phillij) 
full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  and  at  any  time  here- 
after by  yourself  or  by  any  other  to  be  authorized  by  you  in  that 
behalf  to  administer  and  give  the  oaths  mentioned  in  the  said  first-  Power  to 
recited  Act  of  Parliament  altered  as  above  to  all  and  every  such  o^tii'"'^**^' 
person  or  persons  as  you  shall  think  fit  who  shall  at  any  time  or 
times  pass  into  our  said  territory  or  its  dependencies  or  shall  be 
resident  or  al)iding  therein. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  authorize  and-  empower  you  to  constitute 
and  appoint  justices  of  the  peace  coronors  constables  and  other 
necessary  officers  and  ministers  in  our  said  territory  and  its  depend-  power  to 
encies  for  the  better  administration  of  justice  and  putting  the  law  ^^','^j°"^,* 
in  execution  and  to  administer  or  cause  to  be  administei-ed  unto 
tliom  such  oath  or  oatlis  as  are  usually  given  for  the  execution 
and  portormance  of  offices  and  places. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  powei-  and 
authority  where  you  shall  see  cause  or  shall  judge  any  ofi'endcr  or 
oftenders  in  criminal  matters  or  for  any  fine  or  fines  or  forfeitures 
due  inito  us  fit  objects  of  our  mercy  to  pardon  all  such  olFenders  and  To  pardon 
to  remit  all  such  offences  fines  and  forfeitures  treason  and  wilful  ' 
murder  only  excepted  in  which  cases  you  shall  likewise  have  power 
uj)()n  extraordinary  occasions  to  grant  reprieves  to  the  offenders  reprieve, 
untill  and  to  the  intent  our  royal  pleasure  may  be  known  therein. 
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coiniuit- 

ments. 


Power  to 
levy  forces 
for  defence. 


Pirates  and 
rebels. 


Martial  law. 


And  whereas  it  beiongetli  to  us  in  right  of  our  Royal  Pi-erogative 
to  have  the  custody  of  ideots  and  their  estates  and  to  take  the 
profits  thereof  to  our  own  use  finding  them  necessaries  and  also  to 
provide  for  the  custody  of  lunaticks  and  their  estates  without 
taking  the  pi'ofits  thereof  to  our  own  use. 

And  whereas  while  such  ideots  and  lunaticks  and  their  estates 
remain  under  our  immediate  care  great  trouble  and  charges  may 
arise  to  such  as  shall  have  occasion  to  resort  unto  us  for  directions 
respecting  such  ideots  and  lunaticks  and  their  estates  Wee  have 
thought  fit  to  entrust  you  with  the  care  and  committment  of  the 
custody  of  the  said  ideots  and  lunaticks  and  their  estates  and  Wee 
do  by  these  presents  give  and  gi'ant  unto  you  full  power  and 
authority  without  expecting  any  further  special  warrant  from  us 
from  time  to  time  to  give  order  and  warrant  for  the  preparing  of 
grants  of  the  custodies  of  such  ideots  and  lunaticks  and  their 
estates' as  are  or  shall  be  found  by  inquisitions  thei-eof  to  be  taken 
by  the  Judges  of  our  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  and  thei'eupon  to 
make  and  pass  grants  and  committments  under  our  Great  Seal  of 
our  said  territory  of  the  cu.stodies  of  all  and  every  such  ideots  and 
lunaticks  and  their  estates  to  such  person  or  persons  suitors  in  that 
behalf  as  according  to  the  rules  of  law  and  the  use  and  practice  in 
those  and  the  like  cases  you  shall  judge  meet  for  that  trust  the  said 
grants  and  committments  to  be  made  in  such  manner  and  form  or  as 
nearly  as  may  be  as  hath  been  heretofore  used  and  accustomed  in 
making  the  same  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Bi-itain  and  to  con- 
tain such  apt  and  convenient  covenants  provisions  and  agreements 
on  the  parts  of  the  committees  and  grantees  to  be  performed  and 
such  security  to  be  by  them  given  as  shall  be  requisite  and  needful. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  said  Arthur 
Phillip  by  yourself  or  by  your  captains  or  commanders  by  you  to 
be  authorized  full  power  and  authority  to  levy  arm  muster  and 
command  and  employ  all  persons  whatsoever  residing  within  our 
said  territory  and  its  dependencies  under  your  government  and  as 
occasion  shall  serve  to  march  from  one  place  to  another  or  to 
embark  them  for  the  resisting  and  withstanding  of  all  enemies 
pirates  and  rebels  both  at  sea  and  land  and  such  enemies  pirates 
and  rebels  if  there  shall  be  occassion  to  pursue  and  prosecute  in  or 
out  of  the  limits  of  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies  and  (if 
it  shall  so  please  God)  them  to  vanquish  apprehend  and  take  and 
being  so  taken  according  to  law  to  put  to  death  or  keep  and 
preserve  alive  at  your  discretion. 

And  to  execute  martial  law  in  time  of  invasion  or  other  times 
when  by  law  it  may  be  executed  and  to  do  and  execute  all  and 
every  other  thing  and  things  which  to  our  Captain-General  and 
Governor-in-Chief  doth  or  ought  of  right  to  belong. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and 
authority  to  erect  raise  and  build  in  our  said  territory  and  its 
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dependencies   such   and   so   many    forts   and    platforms    castles       1787 
cities    boroughs    towns    and    fortifications    as    you     shall    judge      2  April, 
necessary  and  the  same  or  any  of  them  to  fortify  and  furnish  portifica- 
with  ordnances  and  ammunition  and  all  sorts  of  arms  fit  and  tions. 
necessary  for  the  security  and  defence  of  the  same  or  any  of  them 
to  demolish  or  dismantle  as  may  be  most  convenient. 

And  forasmuch  as  divers  mutinies  and  disorders  may  happen 
by  persons  shipped  and  employed  at  sea  during  the  time  of  war 
and  to  the  end  that  such  as  shall  be  shipped  and  employed  at  sea 
during  the  time  of  war  may  be  better  governed  and  ordered  Wee 
do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  said  Arthur  Phillip  full  Naval 
power  and  authority  to  constitute  and  appoint  captains  lieuten-  '^^^'^'P'""^- 
ants  masters  of  ships  and  other  commandei's  and  officers  and  to 
grant  to  such  captains  lieutenants  masters  of  ships  and  other 
commanders  and  ofiicers  commissions  to  execute  the  law-martial 
during  the  time  of  war  according  to  the  directions  of  an  Act  Martial  law, 
passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  royal 
grandfather  intituled  "An  Act  for  explaining  amending  and 
reducing  into  one  Act  of  Parliament  the  laws  relating  to  the 
government  of  his  Majesty's  ships  vessels  and  forces  by  sea  as 
the  same  is  altered  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  nineteenth  year  of 
our  reign  intituled  an  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  made 
in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
(reorge  the  Second  intituled  an  Act  for  amending  explaining 
and  reducing  into  one  Act  of  Parliament  the  laws  relating  to  the 
government  of  his  Majesty's  ships  vessels  and  forces  by  sea." 

And  to  use  such  proceedings  authorities  punishments  corrections  Punishmrnt 
executions  upon  any  offender  or  offenders  who  shall  be  mutinous  °^  offendtis. 
sf^ditious  disorderly  or  any  way  unruly  either  at  sea  or  during  the 
time  of  their  abode  or  residence  in  any  of  the  ports  harbours  or 
bays  of  our  said  territory  as  the  case  shall  be  found  to  require 
according  to  martial  law  and  the  said  directions  during  the  time 
of  war  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
tlie  enabling  you  or  any  by  your  authority  to  hold  plea  or  have 
any  jurisdiction  of  any  offence  cause  matter  or  thing  committed  or  No  jurisdic- 
done  upon  the  high  sea  or  within   any  of  tlie    havens  rivers  or  *'2"  ^'^^'^ 
creeks   or    our  said   territory   and    its    dependencies    under  your  comuiittc'i 
Government  by  any  captain  commander  lieutenant  master  officer  <'"*'^^*"°'* 
seaman    soldier   or    other   person  whatsoever   who    shall    bo    in 
actual  service  in  pay  in  or  on  board  any  of  our  ships  of  war  or 
other  vessels  acting  by  immediate  commission  or  warrant  from 
our  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  our  High  Admii-al 
of  Great  Britain  or  from  our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  time  being  under  the  seal  of  our  Admiralty, 

Jiut  that  such  captain    commander    lieutenant    master    officer 
seaman  soldier  or  other  person  so  offending  shall  be  left  to  be 
p 


seas. 
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proceeded  again.st  and  tried  as  the  merits  of  their  offences  shall 
require  either  by  commission  under  our  Great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain  as  the  statute  of  the  Twenty-eighth  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
directs  or  by  commission  from  our  Commissioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  or  from  our  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  according  to  the 
aforesaid  Act  intituled  "  An  Act  for  amending  explaining  and 
reducing  into  one  Act  of  Parliament  the  laws  relating  to  the 
Government  of  his  Majesty's  ships  vessels  and  forces  by  sea  "  as 
the  same  is  altered  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  nineteenth  year  of 
our  reign  intituled  "  An  Act  to  explain  an  Act  made  in  the 
twenty-second  year  of  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second 
intituled  '  An  Act  for  amending  explaining  and  reducing  into  one 
Act  of  Parliament  the  laws  relating  to  the  Govei*nment  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  vessels  and  forces  by  sea.' " 

Provided  nevertheless  that  all  disorders  and  misdemeanors  com- 
mitted on  shore  by  any  captain  commander  lieutenant  master 
officer  seaman  soldier  or  any  other  person  whatsoever  belonging 
to  any  of  our  ships  of  war  or  other  vessels  acting  by  immediate 
commission  or  warrant  from  our  Commissioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  or  from  our  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  under  the  seal  of 
our  Admiralty  may  be  tried  and  punished  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  place  where  any  such  disorders  offences  and  misdemeanors 
shall  be  committed  on  shore  notwithstanding  such  offender  be  in 
our  actual  service  and  borne  in  our  pay  on  board  any  such  our  ships 
of  war  or  other  vessels  acting  by  immediate  commission  or  warrant 
from  our  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  our  High  Admi- 
ral of  Great  Britain  or  from  our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  time  being  as  afoi-esaid  so  as  he  shall  not  receive  any  pro- 
tection for  the  avoiding  of  justice  for  such  offences  committed  on 
shore  from  any  pretence  of  his  being  employed  in  our  service  at  sea. 

Our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  all  public  monies  which  shall  be 
raised  be  issued  out  by  warrant  from  you  and  disposed  of  by  you 
for  the  support  of  the  Government  or  for  such  other  purpose  as 
shall  be  particularly  directed  and  not  otherwise. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  likewise  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power 
and  authority  to  agree  for  such  lands  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments as  shall  be  in  our  power  to  dispose  of  and  them  to  grant  to 
any  person  or  persons  upon  such  terms  and  under  such  moderate 
quit  rents  services  and  acknowledgments  to  be  thereupon  reserved 
unto  us  according  to  such  instructions  as  shall  be  given  to  you 
under  our  sign  manual  which  said  grants  are  to  pass  and  be 
sealed  by  our  seal  of  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies  and 
being  entered  upon  record  by  such  officer  or  officers  as  you  shall 
appoint  thereunto  shall  be  good  and  effectual  in  law  against  iis 
our  heirs  and  successors. 
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And  Wee  do  hereby  give  you  the  said  Arthur  Phillip  full  power       1787 
to  appoint  fairs  marts  and  markets  as  also  such  and  so  many  ports     2  April, 
harbours    bays    havens    and    other    places    for    conveniency    and^^^ — :. 
security  of  shipping  and  for  the  better  loading  and  unloading  of  fairs  and 
goods  and  merchandizes  as  by  you  shall  be  thought  fit  and  necessary'.  °^^'^'^'''8- 

And  Wee  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  officers  and  minis- 
ters civil  and  military  and  all  other  inhabitants  of  our  said  territory 
and  its  dependencies  to  be  obedient  aiding  and  assisting  you  the  said 
Arthur  Phillip  in  the  execution  of  this  our  commission  and  of  the 
powers  and  authorities  herein  contained  and  in  case  of  your  death 
or  absence  out  of  our  said  territory  to  be  obedient  aiding  and  assist- 
ing to  such  person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  us  to  be  our  Lieutenant-  General 
Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  said  territory  and  its  depen-  J'^^s^iittion. 
dencies  to  whom  Wee  do  therefore  by  these  presents  give  and  grant 
all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  herein  granted  to  be  by 
him  executed  and  enjoyed  during  our  pleasure  or  until  your  arrival 
within  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies. 

And  if  upon  your  death  or  absence  out  of  ovir  said  territory  and  Provision 
its  dependencies  there  be  no  person  upon  the  place  commissioned  [nVffi-e"*^^ 
or  appointed  by  us  to  be  o\ir  Lieutenant-Governor  or  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies  our  will  and 
})leasure  is  that  the  officer  highest  in  rank  who  shall  be  at  the 
time  of  your  death  or  absence  upon  service  Avithin  the  same  and 
who  sliall  take  the  oaths  and  subscribe  the  declaration  appointed 
to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  you  or  by  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies  shall  take  upon  him  the 
administration  of  the  Government  and  execute  our  said  commission 
and  instructions  and  the  several  powers  and  authorities  therein 
contained  in  the  same  manner  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
other  our  Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  should  or  ought  to  dc 
in  case  of  your  absence  until  your  return  or  in  all  cases  until!  our 
further  pleasure  be  known  therein. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  declare  ordain  and  appoint  that  you  the  Term  of 
said  Arthur  Phillii)  shall  and  may  hold  execute  and  enjoy  the  °^'^^- 
office  and  place  of  our  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in 
and  over  our  said  territory  and  its  dependencies  together  with  all 
and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  granted  unto  you 
for  and  during  our  will  and  pleasure. 

In  witness  &c. 

Witness  ourself  at  Westminster  the  second  day  of  April  in 
the  twenty-seventh  year  of  our  reign. 
By  writ  of  Frivj  Seal.  

TuE  Act  of  Parliament  Establishing  the  Colony. 
(27  George  III,  1787.) 
Whereas  by  an  Act  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  24  Geo.  iii 
of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  intituled,  An  Act  for  the  efTectual  ''•  ^**- 
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I'J'fi"       transportation  of  felons  and  other  offenders,  and  to  authorise  the 

removal  of  prisoners  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 

mentioned,  it  is  enacted  that,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  that 

Act,  when  any  person  or  persons  at  any   Sessions  of  Oyer  or 

Terminer  or  Gaol  Delivery,  or  at  any  Quarter  or  other  General 

Session  of  the  Peace  to  be  holden  for  any  county,  riding,  division, 

city,  town,  borough,  liberty,  or  place,  within  that  part  of  Great 

Britain  called  England,  or  at  any  Great  Session  to  be  holden  for 

the    County  Palatine   of  Chester,  or   within   the   Principality  of 

Wales,  shall  be  lawfully  convicted  of  grand  or  petit  larency,  or  any 

other  offence  for  which  such  pei-son  or  persons  shall  be  liable  by 

the  laws  of  this  realm  to  be  transported,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 

for  the  Court  before  which  any  such  person  or  persons  shall  be 

convicted  as  aforesaid,  or  any  subsequent  Court  holden  at   any 

place  for  the  same  county,  riding,  division,  city,  town,  borough, 

liberty,  or  place  respectively,  with  like   authority,  to  order  and 

Court  may    adjudge  that  such  person  or  persons  so  convicted  as  aforesaid  shall 

portatioii.     be  transported  beyond  the  seas  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding 

the  number  of  years  or  terms  for  which  such  person  or  persons  is 

or  are  or  shall  be  liable  by  any  law  to  be  transported  ;  and  in  any 

such  case  it  shall  or  may  bo  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  by  and  with 

the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  declare  and  appoint  to  what 

Order-in-      place  or  places,  part  or  parts,  beyond  the  seas,  either  within  his 

appoint""^  Majesty's  dominions,  or  elsewhere  out  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 

place  of        such  felons  or  other  offenders  shall  be  conveyed  or  transported: 

tion.  And  such  Court  as  aforesaid  is  thereby  authorised  and  empowered 

to  order  such  offenders  to  be  transferred  to  the  use  of  any  person 

or  persons,  and  his  or  their  assigns,  who  shall  contract  for  the  due 

performance  of  such  transportation. 

And  when  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  shall  be  pleased 
to  extend  mercy  to  any  offender  or  offenders  who  hath  or  have 
been  or  shall  be  convicted  of  any  crime  or  crimes,  for  which  he, 
she,  or  they  is  or  shall  be  by  law  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
clergy,  upon  condition  of  transportation  to  any  place  or  places, 
part  or  parts,  beyond  the  seas,  either  for  terms  of  life  or  any 
number  of  years,  and  such  extension  of  mercy  shall  be  signified 
by  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  it  shall  be 
Court  may  lawful  for  any  Court,  having  proper  authority,  to  allow  such 
ferof  offender    or  offenders   the  benefit  of  a  conditional   pardon,    and 

'^Tit"^*t*r'  (p^<^^P^  ^^  cases  where  such  offenders  shall  be  authorised  by  his 
Majesty  to  transport  liimself,  herself,  or  themselves)  to  order  the 
transfer  of  such  offender  or  offenders  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  contract  for  the  due  performance  of  such  transportation,  and 
his  or  their  assigns,  for  such  and  the  same  term  of  years  for  which 
any  such  offender  or  offenders  shall  have  been  ordered  to  be  trans- 
ported, or  for  such  term  of  life  or  years  as  shall  be  specified  in 
such  condition  of  transportation. 
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And  whereas  his  Majesty,  by  two  several   Orders-in-Council,       I'J'S? 
bearing  date  respectively  on  the  sixth  day  of  December,  178G,  hath  order-jn- 
judged  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  declare  app^nting- 
and  appoint  the  place  to  which  certain  offenders,  named  in  two  New  South 
lists    to    the  said  several   Orders-in-Council    annexed,  should  be 
transported  for  the  time  or  term  in  their  several  sentences  men- 
tioned, to  be  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  or  some  one 
or  other  of  the  islands  adjacent. 

And  whereas  Sir   James    Eyre,    Knight,    and    Sir   Beaumont  Order  o^^ 
Hotham,    Knight,  two  of  the  Barons  of  his  Majesty's   Court  of  transporta- 
Exchequer  of  the  degi^ee  of  the  coiffe,  according  to  the  authority  *'°"- 
to  them  given  by  the  said  statute,  did,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  1786,  oixler  that  the  said  several  offenders,  in  the  said 
se^"eral  lists  to  the  said  several  Orders-in-Council  annexed,  should 
be  transported  to  the  place  and  for  the  time  and  terms  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  found  necessary  that  a  colony  and  a  Colony  and 
civil  Government  should  be  established  in  the  place  to  which  such  ment^'°^*^'" 
convicts  shall  be  transported,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  Act 
of  Parliament,  the  said  two  several  Orders  of  Council,  and  other 
the  said  above-recited  Orders,  and  that  a  Court  of  Criminal  Juris-  ^.^^j"^' 
diction  should  also  be  established  within  such  place  as  aforesaid, 
with  authority  to  proceed  in  a  more  summary  way  than  is  used 
within  this  realm,  according  to  the  known  and  established  laws 
thereof. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 
1)y  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual   and 
Temporal  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  his  Majesty  may,  by  his  Com- 
mission under  the  Great  Seal,  authorise  the  person  to  be  appointed 
Governor,  or  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  the  absence  of  the  Gover-  Governor 
nor,  at  such  place  as  aforesaid,  to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as  ™n^ene 
occasion  may   require,   a  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  trial  and  Criminal 
punishment  of  all  such  outrages  and  misbeha\-iours  as,  if  committed 
within  this  realm,  would  Ik;  deeined  and  taken,  according  to  the 
laws  of  this  realm,  to  be  treason  or  misprision  thereof,  felony  or 
misdemeanor,  which  Court  shall  consist  of  the  Judge- Advocate,  How 
tf)  be  appointed  in  and  for  such  place,  together  with  six  officers  of  *^°™l^^ 
his  Majesty's  forces  Vjy  sea  or  land  : 

Which  Court  shall  proceed  to  try  such  offenders  by  calling  such 
offenders  respectively  before  that  Court,  and  causing  the  charge 
against  him,  her,  or  them  respectively  to  be  read  over,  which  ^'^''^od  of 
charge  shall  always  be  reduced  into  writing,  and  shall  be  exhibited 
to  the  said  Court  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  and  by  examining  wit- 
nesses upon  oath,  to  be  administered  by  such  Court,  as  well  for  as 
against  such  offenders  respectively,  and  afterwards  adjudging  by 
the  opinion  of  the  major  part  of  the  persons  composing  such  Court, 
that  the  party  accused  is  or  is  not  (as  the  case  shall  aj)pear  to 
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them)  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  by  pronouncing  judgment  therein 
(as  upon  a  conviction  by  verdict)  of  death,  if  the  offence  be  capital, 
or  of  such  corporal  punishment  not  extending  to  capital  punish- 
ment, as  to  the  said  Court  shall  seem  meet ;  and  in  cases  not  capital, 
by  pronouncing  judgment  of  such  corporal  punishment,  not  extend- 
ing to  life  or  limb,  as  to  the  said  Court  shall  seem  meet. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  the  Provost-Marfhal,  or 
other  officer  to  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  such  Governor  or 
Lieutenant-Governor,  shall  cause  due  execution  of  such  judgment 
to  be  had  and  made  under  and  according  to  the  warrant  of  such 
Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor, 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  not  otherwise. 

Provided  always  that  execution  shall  not  be  had  or  done  on 
any  capital  convict  or  convicts  unless  five  persons  present  in  such 
Court  shall  concur  in  adjudging  him,  her,  or  them,  so  accused 
and  tried  as  aforesaid,  to  be  respectively  guilty,  and  until  the  pro- 
ceedings shall  have  been  transmitted  to  his  Majesty  and  by  him 
approved. 

III.  And  be  it  so  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the 
said  Court  shall  be  a  Court  of  Record,  and  shall  have  all  such 
powers  as  by  the  laws  of  England  are  incident  and  belonging  to  a 
Court  of  Record. 
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Letters  Patent  Constituting  the  Courts  of  Law. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  kc.  To  all  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting  : — 
"Whereas  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  our  reign  Wee  have  judged  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  by  two  several  orders  bearing  date 
respectively  on  the  sixth  day  of  December  [and  the  twenty-second 
flay  of  December]  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  to 
declare  and  appoint  the  place  to  which  certain  offenders  should  be 
transported  for  the  time  or  terms  in  their  several  sentences  men- 
tioned to  be  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  or  some  or 
other  of  the  islands  adjacent. 

And  whereas  Wee  find  it  necessary  that  a  colony  and  civil 
government  should  be  established  in  the  place  to  which  such 
convicts  shall  lie  transported,  and  that  sufficient  pi'ovision  should 
be  made  for  the  recovery  of  debts  and  determining  of  private 
causes  between  party  and  party  in  the  place  aforesaid. 

Wee,  taking  the  same  into  our  Royal  consideration,  and  being 
desirous  that  justice  should  be  administered  to  all  our  subjects, 
have  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  meer  motion 
thought  fit  to  grant,  ordain,  direct,  and  appoint,  and  by   these 
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presents  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  will,  grant,  ordain,       1787 
direct,  and  appoint  that  there  shall  be  within  the  place  aforesaid      2  April. 
a  Court,  to  be  called  the  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction. 

And  that  such  Court  shall  consist  of  the  Judge- Advocate  for  The  civil 
the  time  being,  together  with  two  fit  and  proper  persons  inhabiting  co°n"tit^tion 
the  said  place,  to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  our  Governor, 
or  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  by  our  Lieutenant-Governor  for 
the  time  being,  or  of  any  two  of  them  (whereof  the  J  udge- Advocate 
to  be  one),  to  which  Court  Wee  do  hereby  give  full  power  and 
authority  to  hold  plea  of  and  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  summary  and  juris- 
way  all  pleas  concerning  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  heredita-  ^^i^tion. 
ments,  and  all  manner  of  interests  therein,  and  all  pleas  of  debt, 
account,  or  other  contracts,  trespasses,  and  all  manner  of  other 
persona]  pleas  whatsoever . 

And  Wee  do  further  will,  ordain,  and  grant  to  the  said  Court 
full  power  and  authority  to  grant  probate  of  wills  and  administra-  Probate 
tion  of  the  personal  estates  of  intestates  dying  within  the  place  or  tration™"^^' 
settlement  aforesaid. 

And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  Wee  do  by  these 
presents  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  direct,  ordain,  and  appoint 
that,  upon  complaint  to  be  made  in  writing  to  the  said  Court  by  procedure, 
any  person  or  persons  against  any  other  person  or  persons  residing 
or  being  within  the  said  place  of  any  cause  or  suit,  the  said  Court 
shall  or  may  issue  a  warrant  in  writing  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  the  said  J  udge- Advocate  for  the  tune  being,  to  be  directed  to 
the  Provost-Marshall,  or  such  other  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
our  Governor  to  execute  the  process  thereof,  which  warrant  shall  gmnnjong  to 
contain  shortly  the  substance  of  the  complaint,  and  shall  either  appear. 
command  such  officer  to  summon  the  defendant  or  defendants  to 
appear. 

Or  in  case  the  value  of  the  demand  be  ten  pounds  or  upwards 
(of  which  oath  shall  first  be  made),  command  him  to  bring  his, 
her,  or  their  body  or  bodies,  or  take  bail  for  his  or  their  appearance  Bail  for 
before  the  said  Court  at  a  certain  time  or  place  therein  to  be  ''W'^^'^'^"^'^- 
named,  to  answer  to  the  said  complaint  and  to  hud  sufficient 
security  for  his,  her,  or  their  performance  of  such  judgment, 
sentence,  or  decree  as  shall  be  pronomiced  thereupon  or  finally 
given  upon  an  appeal. 

And  upon  appearance,  arrest,  or  non-appearance,  or  return  by 
the  officer  that  the  defendant  or  defendants  cannot  be  found.  Wee 
do  hereV>y,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  ordain,  direct,  and 
authorize  the  said  Court  to  proceed  to  the  examinatiou  of  the  Proceeding 
matter  and  cause  of  such  complaint,  and  upon  due  proof  made  '" 
thereof,  either  upon  the  oath  or  oaths  of  any  witness  or  witnesses 
in  writing,  to  be  by  him,  her,  or  them  subscribed  (for  which  pur- 
pose Wee  do  by  these  presents  empower  and  i-equire  the  said 
Court  to  administer  an  oath  to  such  witnesses  as  shall  be  produced 
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Ijy  either  party,  plaintiff  or  defendant),  or  by  the  voluntary  con- 
fession of  such  defendant  or  defendants,  to  give  judgment  and 
sentence  according  to  justice  and  right. 

And  to  award  and  issue  out  a  warrant  or  warrants  of  execution 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  Judge- Advocate  for  the  time 
being,  for  levying  the  duty  adjudged  or  decreed  to  the  party  or 
parties  complainant,  together  vath  costs  of  suit,  upon  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  such  defendant  or  defendants,  and  to  cause  sale  to 
be  made  of  the  said  goods  and  chattels,  rendering  to  the  party  the 
overplus,  if  any  be. 

And  for  want  of  sufficient  distress,  Wee  do  hereby  for  us  our 
heirs  and  successors  give  full  power  and  authority  to  the  said 
Court  to  imprison  the  defendant  or  defendants  until  satisfaction 
be  made  by  him,  her,  or  them,  to  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  of  the 
duty  decreed,  together  with  the  costs  ;  and  in  case  judgment  shall 
l)e  given  for  the  defendant  or  defendants.  Wee  do  hereby  likewi.^e 
give  full  power  and  authority  to  the  said  Court  to  award  costs  to 
such  defendant  or  defendants,  and  to  issue  like  process  of  execution 
for  the  same  as  in  cases  where  costs  are  awarded  to  any  plaintiff 
or  plaintiffs. 

And  if  either  paii;y  shall  find  him  or  themselves  aggrieved  by 
any  judgment  or  decree  to  be  given  or  pronounced  by  the  said 
Court,  our  "\\'ill  and  pleasure  is  that  he,  she,  or  they  shall  and  may 
appeal  to  the  Governor  of  the  eastern  coast  of  Xew  South  Wales 
and  the  parts  adjacent,  or  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence  to  the 
Lieutenant-Govei-nor  for  the  time  being,  whom  Wee  do  herebv 
empower  and  authorize  to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  and  to 
issue  process  of  summons  to  answer  to  such  appeal  and  the  like 
process  of  execution  as  the  said  Court  is  hereby  directed  and 
empowered  to  issue. 

And  if  either  party  shall  find  him.  her,  or  themselves  aggrieved 
by  the  judgment  or  determination  of  the  said  Governor  in  any 
case  where  the  debt  or  thincj  in  demand  shall  exceed  the  value  of 
£300,  and  not  otherwise,  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  such  party 
so  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  us  or  our  heirs  and  successors  in 
Council. 

And  Wee  do  further  will  and  ordain  that  no  appeal  shall  be 
admitted  from  the  judgment  of  the  said  Court,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  interposed  within  eight  days  after  the  said  judgment,  nor 
from  the  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  unless  the  same  shall 
be  interposed  within  fourteen  days  after  the  judgment  of  such 
Superior  Court ;  And  further,  that  the  said  Court  may  proceed 
in  a  summary  way  by  foreign  attachment  of  goods,  debts,  and 
effects  of  delators  in  the  hand  or  possession  of  other  persons 
residing  in  the  place  aforesaid. 

And  Wee  further  will  and  ordain  that  all  complainants  at  whose 
suit?  any  persons  shall  be  imprisoned  shall  make  an  allowance 
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to  each  of  such  defendants  after  such  rate  for  every  day  so  long       1787 
as  such  defendants  shall   be  kept   in  prison  as  the  said  Court      2  April. 
shall  direct,  and  in  default  of  payment  thereof  for  one  week  such 
person  shall  be  discharged  out  of  prison,  and  such  discharge  out  of 
prison  shall  be  a  discharge  of  the  debt,  unless  the  complainant  ^f'^^g^toHn^ 
shall  before  any  new  proceeding  against  such  defendants  pay  or  prison, 
tender  to  them  all  the  arrears  of  such  allowance  from  the  time  of 
the  last  payment  to  the  time  of  such  new  proceeding. 

Provided  always  that  such  defendant  do  make  oath  before  the 
Judge- Advocate,  to  his  satisfaction,  that  he  hath  not  any  estate  or  if„na^,]gtQ 
effects  sufficient  to  maintain  himself  with  necessaries  in  the  prison,  niaintai!i 
otherwise  that  such  allowance  be  not  made  to  him. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  Court  of  Criminal  Juris-  criminal 
DICTION  should  also  be  established  within  the  colony  or  settlement  ^°"'"'- 
aforesaid,  with  authority  to  proceed  in  a  more  summary  way  than 
Ls  used  within  this  realm  according  to  the  known  and  established 
laws  thereof. 

And  whereas,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  this  present  Act  of 
year  of  our  reign,  it  is  enacted  that  his  Majesty  may,  by  his  Com-  fg^cft&dT:^* 
mission  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorize  the  person  to  be  appointed 
(jf  vernor,  or  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  the  absence  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  such  place  as  aforesaid,  to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as 
occasion  may  require,  a  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  trial  and  punish-  covemor 
ment  of  all  such  outrages  and  misbehaviours  as  if  committed  within  t" convene 
this  realm  would  be  deemed  and  taken  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Court, 
realm  to  be  treason  or  misprision  thereof,  felony,  or  misdemeanour. 

Which  Court  shall  consist  of  th(i  Judge-Advocate  to  be  appointed 
in  and  for  such  place,  together  with  six  officers  of  his   Majesty's 
forces  by  sea  or  land,  which  Court  shall  proceed  to  try  such  offenders 
by  calling  such  offenders   respectively  l)efore  that   Court  by  the 
Judge- Advocate,  and  by  examining  witnesses  upon  oath  to  l^e  ad- 
ministered by  such  Court,  as  well   for  as   against  such  offenders 
respectively,  and  afterwards  adjudging  by  the  opinion  of  the  major 
part  of  the  persons  composing  such  Court  that  the  party  accused  is 
or  is  not  (as  the  case  shall  appear  to  them)  guilty  of  the   charge, 
and  by  pronouncing  judgment  (as  upon  a  conviction  by  verdict)  of 
death,  if  the  offence  be  capital,  or  of  auch  corporal  p7(nisJnnenf,  not  sentence  of 
extending  to   capital  punishment,  as  to  the  said  Court  shall  seem  y„i!'.';jjral 
meet,  and  in  cases  not  capital  by  pronouncing  judgment  of  such  punisimient. 
coi-jwral  punishment,  not  extending  to  life  or  limb,  as  to  the  said 
Court  shall  seem  meet. 

And  that  the  Provost-Marshal,  or  other  officer  to  be  for  that 
purpose  appointed  by  such  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor,  shall 
cause   due    execution    of    such  judgement   to   be   had    and   made  Execution  of 
under  and  according  to  the  warrant  of  such  Governor  or  Lieutenant-  J^'^K'"*-"*- 
Governor,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor,  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
and  not  otherwise. 
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Provided  always  that  execution  shall  not  be  had  or  done  on  any- 
capital  convict  or  convicts  unless  fiv^e  persons  present  in  such  Court 
shall  concur  in  adjudging  him,  her,  or  them,  so  accused  and  tried 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  respectively  guilty  until  the  proceedings  shall 
have  been  transmitted  to  his  Majesty  and  by  him  approved  :  And 
that  the  said  Court  shall  be  a  Court  of  Record,  and  shall  have  all 
such  powers  as  by  the  laws  of  England  are  incident  and  belonging 
to  a  Court  of  Record. 

Now  know  ye  that  Wee,  upon  full  consideration  of  the  premises 
and  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have 
thought  fit  to  grant,  direct,  and  appoint,  and  by  these  presents  Wee 
do  accordingly,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  grant,  direct,  ordain, 
and  appoint  that  there  shall  be  within  the  settlement  and  colony 
aforesaid  a  Court  which  shall  be  called  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Jurisdiction  ;  and  Wee  do  hereby  create,  direct,  and  constitute  the 
said  Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  to  be  a  Court  of  Record,  and 
that  our  said  Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  shall  have  all  such 
powers  as  are  incident  to  a  Court  of  Record  by  the  laws  of  that 
part  of  our  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  called  England. 

And  Wee  further  will,  ordain,  and  appoint  that  the  said  Court 
of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  shall  consist  of  our  Judge-Advocate  for 
the  time  being,  together  with  six  officers  of  our  sea  and  land 
service,  as  our  Governor,  or  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence  our 
Lieutenant-Governor,  shall,  by  precept  issued  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  convene  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  said 
Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  shall  have  power  to  enquire  of,  heai\ 
determine,  and  punish  all  treasons  or  misprisions  thereof,  murders, 
felonies,  forgeries,  perjuries,  trespasses,  and  other  crimes  whatso- 
ever committed  in  the  place  or  places  aforesaid,  such  punishment 
so  to  be  inflicted  being  according  to  the  laws  of  that  part  of  our 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
considering  and  allowing  for  the  circumstances  and  situation  of 
the  place  and  settlement  aforesaid  and  the  inhabitants. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure  that  our  said  Court  of 
Criminal  Jurisdiction  shall  proceed  to  try  all  offenders  by  calling 
them  respectively  before  such  Court,  and  causing  the  charge  or 
charges  against  him,  her,  or  them,  respectively,  when  reduced  into 
writing  and  exhibited  by  our  Judge- Advocate,  to  be  read  over  to 
such  offender  or  offenders  respectively,  and  that  the  said  Court 
shall  adjudge  by  the  opinion  of  the  major  part  of  the  persons  com- 
posing the  same  as  aforesaid  that  the  party  accused  is  guilty  or 
not  guilty  of  the  charge  so  exhibited  as  aforesaid. 

And,  if  adjudged  guilty,  that  the  Court  shall  proceed  to  pro- 
nounce judgement  of  death,  if  the  offence  be  capital,  in  like  manner 
as  if  the  prisoner  had  been  found  guilty  by  verdict  of  a  jury  in  that 
part  of  our  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or  by  pro- 
nouncing judgment  of  such  corporal  punishment,  not  extending 
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to  capital  punishment,  as  to  the  said  Court,  or  the  major  part  of       1787 
the  persons  comprising  the  same,  shall  seem  meet  ;  and  in  cases     9  April. 
not  capital  by  the  laws  afoi*esaid  by  pronouncing  judgment  of  such 
corporal  punishment,  not  extending  to  life  or  limb,  as  the  said  comomi 
Court,  or  the  major  part  of  the  persons  composing  the  same,  shall  Punishment, 
seem  meet. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure  and  Wee  do  hereby 
ordain,  direct,  and  appoint  that  our  Provost-Marshall,  or  such  other  provost- 
otHcer  as  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  our  Governor,  Marshal. 
or  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence  by  our  Lieutenant-Governor 
for  the  time  being,  shall  cause  due  execution  to  be  bad  and  made  of  Rxecmion  of 
such  judgments  as  aforesaid,   according  to    the  warrant  of    our  judgments. 
Governor,  or  in  Lis  absence  of  our  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time 
being,  under  their  hands  and  seals  respectively,  and  not  otherwise. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  ordain  and  direct  that  execution  of  any 
judgment   of  death  shall  not  be  had  or  done   on  any  offender  or 
offendei-s  unless  five  persons  present  sitting  in  judgment  in  our  in  capital 
said  Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  shall  concur  in  adiudging  such  cases  five 

must 

offender  or  offenders  so  accused  and  tried  as  aforesaid  to  be  respec-  concur.  ^ 
tively  guilty,  until  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  such  offender  or 
offenders  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
and  our  or  their  pleasure  shall  have  been  signified  thereupon. 

And  that  execution  be  not  done  in  any  capital  case  whatever 
without  the  consent  of  our  said  Governor,  or  in  case  of  his  death 
or  absence,  of  our  Lieutenant-Governor  ;  and  in  case  execution  shall  warrant  for 
be  suspended,  that  the  said  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  execution, 
apply  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  our  or  their  direction  therein. 

And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is  that  all  and  every  the 
members  of  our  said  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  respectively  shall, 
before  they  proceed  to  sit  in  judgment,  severally  make  oath  well  Members  of 
and  truly  to  try  the  several  issues  brought  before  them,  and  to  give  ^^^  Court 
true  judgment  according  to  the  evidence ;  and  that  all  and  every 
the  members  of  our  said  Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  shall,  in 
like  manner,  make  oatli  to  make  true  deliverance  between  us,  our 
lieirs  and  successoi-s,  and  the  several  prisoners  who  shall  by  them 
be  tried,  and  to  give  a  true  judgment  according  to  the  evidence. 

And  Wee  do  hereby  give  full  ])0wer  and  authority  to  our  Judge-  by  the 
Advocate  for  the  time  being  to  administer  such  oaths  to  the  respec-  Advocate 
tive  members  of  our  said  several  Courts. 

And  further  know  ye  that  Wee,  for  preserving  the  peace  of  our 
said  settlement  and  the  islands  tbei-euuto  adjacent,  of  our  especial 
grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  meer  motion  have  granted,  ordained, 
directed,  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  ordain, 
dire:-t,  and  appoint,  that  our  ])resent  and  all  our  future  Governors 
and  Lieutenant-Governors,  and  our  Judge- Advocate  for  the  time 
being,  shall  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  the  said  place  or  justices  of 
settlement.  ^^^  Peace. 
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Powers  of 
Justices  of 
the  Peace. 


Authority  of 

Letters 

Patent. 


To  remain  in 
force  until 
revoked. 


And  that  all  and  every  such  Justice  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
shall  have  the  same  power  to  keep  the  peace,  arrest,  take  bail,  bind 
to  good  behaviour,  suppress  and  punish  riots,  and  to  do  all  other 
matters  and  things  with  respect  to  the  inhabitants  residing  or  being 
in  the  place  and  settlement  aforesaid  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  have 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions. 

And  these  our  Letters  Patent  or  the  enrollment  or  exemplifica- 
tion thereof  shall  be,  as  well  unto  the  said  Courts  respectively  as 
unto  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  a  sufficient 
warrant  and  discharge  from  time  to  time  for  all  and  whatever 
they  shall  do  or  execute  in  pursuance  of  our  Royal  will  and  pleasure 
hereinbefore  declared. 

And,  lastly,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  Wee  do  hereby  declare, 
that  this  our  charter  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  only  until  Wee 
shall  be  pleased  to  revoke  and  determine  the  same. 

In  witness  whereof  AVee  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  be 
made  Patent. 

Witness  ourself,  at  Westminster,  the  second  day  of  April,  in 
the  twenty -seventh  year  of  our  reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal.  Yorke. 


4  April. 


Governor. 


Vice-Admiralty  Court. 
At  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  4th  of  April,  1787. 

Present : — 
The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Lord  President.  Lord  Sydney. 

Earl  of  Aylesford.  Sir  Geo.  Yonge. 

Viscount  Hinchinbroke.  Henry  Dundas,  Esq, 

Lord  Herbert.  John  Chas.  Villiers,  Esq. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  memorial  from 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  in  the  words  following,  viz.  : — 

Lord  Sydney  having  acquainted  us  that  your  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  Captain  Arthur  Phillip  to  be  Captain-General 
and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  territory  called  New  South  Wales, 
extending  from  the  northern  cape  or  extremity  of  the  coast,  called 
Cape  York,  in  the  latitude  of  ten  degrees  thirty-seven  minutes 
south,  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  said  territory  of  New 
South  AVales,  or  South  Cape,  in  the  latitude  of  forty-three  degrees 
thirty-nine  minutes  south,  and  of  all  country  inland  to  the  west- 
ward, as  far  as  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of  east 
longitude,  reckoning  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  including 
all  the  islands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  within  the  latitudes 
aforesaid  of  10°  37'  south  and  43°  39'  south,  and  that  it  is  your 
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Majesty's  pleasure  we  should  grant  him  such  powers  as  have  been       1787 
usually  granted  to  the  Governors  of  your  Majesty's  colonies  in     -i  April. 
America ;  we  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  that  the 
powers  usually  granted  by  this  Board  to  the  Governors  of  your 
Majesty's  colonies  in  America  are  those  of  Vice- Admiral,  hut  that 
we  are  empowered  by  our  commission  to  constitute  Vice- Admirals 
at  such  places  only  where  Vice- Admirals  have  usually  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  High  Admiral.     We  do,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  your  Majesty  whether  it  may  not  be  necessary  that  we 
should  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  Vice- Admiral  and  also  a  Judge  ][j?®'.   . 
and  other  officers  requisite  for  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  within 
the  territory  called  New  South  Wales. 

His  Majesty,  taking  the  said  memorial  into  consideration,  was 
pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  of  what 
is  therein  proposed,  and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  a 
commission  be  passed  under  the  great  seal  granting  authority  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admii'alty  to  appoint  a  Vice- 
Admiral,  and  also  a  Judge  and  other  officers  requisite  to  form  a 
Court  of  Vice-Achniralty  within  the  said  territory  called  New  vife- 
South  Wales  ;  and  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Sydney,  one  of  his  court. 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  is  to  cause  a  warrant  to 
be  prepared  for  his  Majesty's  royal  signature,  in  order  to  pass  a 
commission  under  the  great  seal  accordingly.* 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

My  Dear  Sir,  [London]  April  11th,  1787.         ^^-'^P'""- 

When  you  find  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  be  so  good  as  to  give 
me  a  line  to  the  Navy  Board,  sufficiently  explicit  to  prevent  any 
further  delays  with  respect  to  the  ordinary  caps  for  the  convicts ; 
one  hhd.  of  porter  in  bottles,  as  a  present  to  the  connnanding  More  stores 
officer  in  the  island  from  which  we  ai'e  to  procure  stock,  and  ducats  ^^^^'^  ■ 
U)  the  value  of  thirty  pounds  for  the  same  ])urpuse.  The  l)eer  may 
be  bought  at  Portsmouth,  and  I  will  tind  room  for  it  on  board 
the  Sirius. 

A  line  likewise  is  necessary  to  the  Admiralty,  that  1  may  have  The  Com- 
an  order   to   receive  on  board  the  Sirius  the   Conmiissary  and  n"^**^'^^- 
the  servant  to  the  Judge- Advocate  ;  likewise  for  victualling  the 
40  marines'  wives,  and  to  desire   that  sour  krout  and  portable 
soup  may  be  oi-dered  for  the  convicts'  that  may  be  sick.     There  is 
some  krout  in  store  at  the  Victualling  Office.        I  am.  &c., 

Phillip. 

P.S. — By  some  mistake  109  women  and  chikli-en  are  nut  on  Overcrowd- 
board  the  Lady  Penrhyn,   tho'  that  ship  was  only  intended  to 
carry   102,  and  with  propi'iety  should  not  have  more  than  j  of 
that  number. 

*  Letters  Patent   constituting    the  Vicc-Aclniiralty  Court  were  issued  5th  May,    1787. 
Post,  p.  ito. 
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Sickness 
amoni^  the 
marines. 


The  cause. 


Unhealthy 
arrange- 
ments. 


Fears  for 
the  future. 


No  remedj*. 


Reduction  of 
numbers. 


No  rations 
for  the 
-children. 


A  hard  case. 


Major  Ross  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  13th  April,  1787. 

I  have  to  request  you  will  please  to  inform  their  Lordships 
that  the  sickness  which  has,  and  still  does  prevail  among  the 
marine  detachment  embarked  on  board  the  Alexander,  transport, 
gives  me  a  great  degree  of  concern.  Since  the  time  of  their  first 
embarkation  no  less  than  one  serjeant,  one  drummer,  and  fourteen 
privates  have  been  sent  sick  on  shore  from  her,  some  of  whom,  I 
am  informed,  are  since  dead. 

How  far  the  cause  of  this  sickness  may  be  of  a  malignant  kind 
is  not  for  me  to  say,  but  I  am  apt  to  suppose  that  the  situation  in 
which  the  marines  are  placed  in  that  ship  is  of  itself  sufficient  to 
cause  the  disorder  with  which  they  are  afflicted. 

T  beg  leave  to  observe,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  the 
place  allotted  for  the  marines  on  board  the  Alexander  is  upon  a 
deck,  and  immediately  under  where  the  seamen  are  birthed.  In 
this  place  they  are  excluded  from  all  air,  but  what  passes  through 
the  hatchway  leading  from  the  seamen's  birth,  which  must  in  some 
degree  render  it  putrid  before  it  reaches  the  others. 

Should  what  is  above  hinted  at  be  the  cause  of  the  present 
sickness  on  board  of  her,  how  much  more  have  we  to  dread  the 
fatal  effeects  of  it  in  the  more  southern  latitudes. 

I  have  conversed  with  the  agent  for  the  transports  on  this 
subject,  who  is  perfectly  of  my  way  of  thinking ;  but  in  the 
present  state  of  that  ship  does  not  see  how  the  evil  can  be 
remedied. 

He  this  morning  proposed,  if  it  could  possibly  be  done,  to  have 
the  convicts  on  board  the  Alexander  reduced  in  numbers,  so  as  to 
pei'mit  a  sufficient  space  in  the  fore  part  of  the  ship  to  be  taken 
away  from  what  was  allotted  for  them,  and  converted  into  a 
birth  for  the  seamen,  the  marines  then  removed  to  where  the 
seamen  now  are,  and  the  present  birth  of  the  marines  converted 
into  the  only  thing  it  is  fit  for,  the  stowing  away  provisions. 

You  will  likewise  please  to  inform  their  Lordships  how  much 
I  am  concerned  at  finding  myself  under  a  necessity  of  mention- 
ing again  to  them  the  children  of  the  marines  embarked  in  the 
transports,  which  have  not  yet  been  ordered  to  be  victualled. 
What  leads  me  to  trouble  their  Lordships  with  it  at  this  time  is  a 
scene  of  distress  that  I  was  witness  to  yesterday  when  visiting  the 
transports  at  the  Motherbank.  In  one  of  them  I  found  a  marine, 
his  wife,  and  two  children  living  upon  a  ration  and  a  half  of 
provisions.  I  feel  myself  the  more  hurt  at  this  from  my  having 
when  last  at  Plymouth,  and  thinking  myself  authorized  to  do  so, 
informed  that  part  of  the  detachment  that  their  wives  and 
children  were  to  be  victualled  in  a  certain  proportion. 

I  am,  &c., 

R.  Ross,  Major. 
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Returx  of  the  Botany  Bay  detachment  of  Marines,  the  number  1787 
of  wives  and  children,  and  tlio  names  of  the  ships  on  board  of  is  April 
which  they  are  embarked,  with  the  number  on  board  of  each  The  First 
ship.     April,  the  15th,  1787.  Fieet.^^ 
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H.M.  ship  Sirius 
Alexander,  transport. 
Charlotte  do.     . 

Scarborough       do.     . 
Friendship  do. 

Prince  of  Wales  do. 
Lady  Penrhyn  do. 
Sick  on  shore    . . 

General  Total 


1     2 


12 


12 


160 


3 

16 


30 


16 
36 
51 
34 
52 
53 
6 
5 


253 


Eeturx  of  the  male,  female,  and  children  convicts  embarked  ^— The- 
for  Botany  Bay,  distinguishing  the  number  of  each  on  board  ''°"^°  • 
each  transport.     April,  the  15th,  1789. 


Ships'  Names. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male 
Children. 

Female 
Children. 

Total 
each  Ship. 

Alexander,  transport 
Cliarlotte            do. 
Scarborough        do. 
Friendship          do. 
Prince  of  VVales  do. 
Lady  Penrhyn    do. 

General  Total 

198 
86 

205 
75 

1 

26 

i 

19 
1040 

1 
"3 

"2 

i 

1 
8 

198 
108 
205 
97 
11 
110 

565 

15.3 

6 

5 

729 

Under  Secretary  Nepean  to  Sir  C.  Middleton.* 
Dear  Sir,  "Whitehall,  18th  April,  1787.         is  April. 

I  send  you  enclosed  copies  of  two  letters!  from  Major  Ross, 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  new  intended  settlement,  representing 
the  unhealthy  state  of  the  party  of  marines  embarked  on  board  The  sick 
the  Alexander,  transport,  and  the  distressed  state  of  the  wives  ^armes. 
and  children  of  the  detachment  intended  to  proceed  in  the  trans- 
port ships  to  Botany  Bay.  Lord  Sydney  will  be  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  take  any  measures  which  you  may  think  advisable  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  the  Alexander's  party,  and  that  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  crive  orders  that  the  women  and  children  of  Women  and 

'^  °  children. 

*  A  private  letter, 
t  One  of  these  letters  will  be  found  on  page  78  ;  the  other  is  not  recorded. 
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IS  April. 


Convicts' 
clothinar. 


Wants  to  be 
supplied. 


A  perplexing 
business. 


Phillip's 
departure. 

Provisions 
for  children. 


Stock. 
Beer. 

Oatmeal 


20  April. 


the  marines  may  be  supplied  with  the  same  proportion  of  provisions 
as  hath  been  usually  allowed  to  the  women  and  children  of  troops 
during  their  passage,  which  Major  Ross  states  in  one  of  his  letters.* 

I  lind  from  Captain  Phillip  that  some  of  the  convicts  are  almost 
destitute  of  cloathmg,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  supply  them 
with  such  ai'ticles  as  are  needful  immediately. 

Captain  Hunter  and  Lieutenant  Shortland  have  been  desired 
to  inquire  into  their  wants  and  to  supply  them,  and  Lord  Sydney 
will  be  glad  if  the  quantity  which  they  may  issue  out  of  the 
general  stock  be  replaced,  and  that  such  a  number  of  worsted 
nightcaps  be  also  issued  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  supply  of  such 
of  the  convicts  whose  hair  it  may  be  necessary  to  cut  off. 

I  must  beg  of  you  to  give  me  credit  for  official  representation 
through  the  proper  channel  upon  these  points,  which  you  shall 
have  as  soon  as  the  business  is  finished.  I  hope  this  will  be  the 
last  letter,  except  the  general  sweeping  one,  which  I  may  have 
occasion  to  trouble  you  with  upon  this  business,  which  I  must 
suppose  has  given  you  nearly  as  much  perplexity  as  it  has  your 
faithful  humble  servant. 

I  hope  Phillip  will  get  away  on  Saturday ;  all  his  civil  com- 
missions, I  expect,  will  pass  the  Great  Seal  on  Friday. 

The  childi-en  of  the  women  convicts.  Lord  Sydney  thinks,  should 
have  a  small  proportion  of  provisions,  which  his  Lordship  begs 
you  will  order  ;  there  are  not  above  ten. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  about  £30,  in  ducates,  will  be  neces- 
sary for  Captain  Phillip  to  purchase  stock,  and  which  Loi'd  Sydney 
wishes  may  be  supplied  to  him  ;  and  also  that  he  may  be  allowed 
to  purchase  a  hhd.  of  strong  beer,  in  bottles — the  latter  he  can 
easily  procure  at  Portsmouth ;  these  articles  will  be  requisite  for 
the  obtaining  stock  at  some  of  the  islands  he  may  have  occasion 
to  have  recourse  to.  There  is  no  oatmeal  on  board  the  convict 
ships  to  make  gruel  for  the  sick  ;  it  is  a  very  necessary  article, 
and  Lord  Sydney  thinks  that  a  couple  of  casks  should  be  put  on 
board  each  of  the  convict  ships  for  that  purpose,  to  be  considered 


as  surgeon  s  necessaries. 


I  am,  tfec, 

Evan  Nepeax. 


Trial  of  Pirates. 

At  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  20th  of  April,  1787. 

Present : — 

The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Lord  Chancellor.  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Lord  President.  Lord  Sydney. 

Lord  Privy  Seal.  John  Chas.  Villiers,  Esq. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  report  from  the 

Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of   Council  ap- 

^  Note  by  transcriber.— ^ajov  Uoss  acknowledged  this  attention  to  his  request  in  letter* 
to  Mr.  Nepean. 
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pointed  for  the  consideration  of  all  matters  relating  to  trade  and       1787 
foreign  plantations,  dated  the  1 3th  of  this  instant,  proposing  that     20  April, 
the  draught  of  a  commission  should  be  prepared  for  the  tryal  of 
pirates  within  tlie  Govenuiient  of  New  South  Wales,  the  descrip- 
tion of  which  government  is  herewith  annexed,  marked  A.     His  Territory, 
^lajesty,  taking  the  said  report  into  consideration,  was  pleased, 
with   the  ad^-ice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  thereof,  and 
accordingly  to  order,  as  "it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  his  Majesty's 
Advocate-General,  with  the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty,  do  forth- 
with prepare  and  lay  before  his  Majesty  at  this  Board  the  draught 
of  a  commission,    in  order  to   be  passed  under  the  seal  of  his  Commission. 
Majesty's  High   Court  of    Admiralty,   for   the  tryal  of  pirates 
within  the  said  new  Government,  under  the  act  of  the  11th  and 
1:2th  of  King  William  the  Tliird  ;  and  that  they  do  insert  therein 
the  names  of  the  persons  contained  in  the  annexed  list  marked  B, 
as  commissioners  for  carrying  the  said  commission  into  execution,  ^lone"-'^ 

A. 

The  territory  called  New  South  Wales,  extending  from  the  New  South 
Northern  Cape  or  extremity  of  the  coast,  called  Cape  York,  in  the  ^^''^'*^''- 
latitiifle  of  ten  degrees  thirty-seven  minutes  south,  to  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  said  territory  of  New  South  Wales  or  South 
Cape,  in  the  latitude  of  forty-three  degrees  thirty-nine  minutes 
south,  and  of  all  the  country  inland  to  the  westward  as  far  as 
the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of  east  longitude,  reckon- 
ing from  the  meiidian  of  Greenwich,  including  all  islands  adjacent 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean  within  the  latitudes  aforesaid  of  10°  37'  south 
and  43°  39'  south. 

B. 

List  of  names  to  be  inserted  in  the  Commission  for  the  Trial  of 

Pirates  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales. 

Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.,  Governor,  or  the  Governor  for  the  time  Members  of 
bein*'.  '-''c  eomt. 

Robert  Ross,   Esq.,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  for  the  time  beintr. 

Andi-CAV  Miller,  Esq.,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions,  or 
the  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions  fur  the  time  being. 

Augustus  Alt,   Esq.,  Surveyor  of  Lands,   or  the  Surveyor  of 
Lands  for  the  time  being. 

John  Hunter,  Esq.,  Captain  of  the  Sirius. 

William  Bradley,  Esq.,  1st  Lieutenant. 

Philip  Gidley  King,  Esq.,  2\\(\  Lieutenant. 

Geo.  William  Maxwell,  Esq.,  3rd  Lieutenant. 

Henry  Lidgbird  Ball,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  and  Commander  of  the 
Supply,  armed  tender. 

And  all  other  captains  and  commanders  of  his  ^Majesty's  ships 
who  are   or  shall    be  witliin   tlie   Admiralty  jurisdiction   of  the 
territory  of  New  South  Wales. 
G 
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Phillip's 
queries. 


Victualling' 
arrange- 
ments. 


Queries 
already 
answered. 


Hospital 

ship. 


Supplies. 


Emolu- 
ments. 


Naval 
settlers. 


Lord  Sydney  to  Governor  Phillip.* 

Sir,  Whitehall,  20th  April,  1787. 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Nepean,  of  the  1st  of  March,  inclosing 
a  copy  of  a  letter  to  you  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  in 
answer  to  certain  queries  which  you  had  desired  might  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Lord  Commissioners  of  that 
Board,  have  been  laid  before  me,  together  with  your  observations 
upon  the  instructions,  which  have  been  prepared  to  pass  under 
the  Royal  Sign  Manual  for  your  guidance  in  the  exercise  of  the 
government  of  New  South  Wales. 

With  regard  to  the  1st  and  2nd  queries,  to  which  the  Admiralty 
have  declined  to  give  any  answer,  and  referred  you  to  the  Treasury 
Board,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  have  caused 
contracts  to  be  entered  into  for  the  victualling  of  the  marines, 
their  wives  and  children,  as  well  as  the  convicts,  who  are  to  take 
their  passage  in  the  transport  ships  ;  and  that  any  supplies  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  their  maintenance  during  the 
voyage  will  be  obtained  and  paid  for  by  the  contractor  or  his  agent. 

The  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  queries  are,  I  observe,  fully  answered 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty's  letter  to  you ;  and  the  7th 
query  is  answered  in  the  lirst  paragraph  of  this  letter. 

8th.  In  case  any  of  the  convicts  should  be  seized  with  an  in- 
fectious distemper,  a  proper  place  is  to  be  set  apart  in  the  ship  on 
board  of  which  they  may  be  embarked  for  their  accommodation, 
and  if  the  disease  should  so  spread  itself  as  to  render  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  infected  people  should  be  removed  away  from 
the  other  convicts,  one  of  the  transport  ships  may  be  converted 
into  an  hospital  ship.  But  this  step,  you  will  observe,  is  not  to 
be  taken  except  upon  urgent  necessity. 

9th.  If  any  dithculties  should  be  found  by  the  masters  of  the 
transports  in  procuring  supplies  either  of  stores  or  provisions 
which  they  may  stand  in  need  of  at  places  where  the  convoy  may 
touch,  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Navy  Board  is  instructed  in 
what  manner  to  proceed  on  such  occasions. 

The  10th  query  appears  to  be  fully  replied  to  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty. 

11th.  Your  instructions  vinder  the  Royal  Sign  Manual  point 
out  in  what  manner  the  emoluments  which  would  arise  to  you 
from  the  Sirius  are,  in  case  you  should  be  able  to  send  her  home, 
to  be  paid  to  you. 

12th  and  13th.  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  will  authorize  any 
number,  not  exceeding  forty,  of  the  petty  officers  and  men  belong- 
ing to  the  Sirius  who  may  be  desirous  of  remaining  at  New 
South  Wales,  upon  that  ship's  return  to  Europe. 

The  14th  query  is  answered  ])y  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 
All  the  queries  which  you  submitted  to  the  Admiralty  being  now 
fully  explained,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of 

*  See  letter  from  Secretary  Stephens.    Ante,  p.  4S. 
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the  1st  March,  and  your  observations  upon  your  instructions,*  that       1787 

it  is  not  thought  advisable  under  the  present  circumstances  of    20  April. 

the   service  that  you   should  wear  any  distinguishing  pendant ;  ^^  J~r 

but  during  the  absence  of  the  Sirius  from  the  seat  of  government,  tinguishing 

o  _,  •      i         j_  •  -111-  pendant, 

or  upon  her  return  to  Europe,  proper  instructions  will   be  given 

to  the  commander  of  the  tender,  or  of  any  other  ship  or  vessel 

which  may  arrive  at  the  settlement,  junior  to  you  in  rank,  to 

obey  such  orders  and  directions  as  they  may  from  time  to  time 

receive  from  you  for  their  future  proceedings. 

Upon  the  death  or  suspension  of  any  civil  officers  of  the 
Government  you  are  at  liberty  to  appoint  any  proper  person  for  the  Power  to 
execution  of  the  duties  of  such  office  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  ^^^^^rs. 
he  known,  and  to  send  such  suspended  officer  to  England  by  the 
tirst  convenient  opportunity  which  may  offer,  with  your  reasons 
for  such  suspension ;  and  also  to  exchange  marines  from  the  gar- 
rison and  the  Sirius,  or  Supply,  tender,  if  you  should  judge  it  for 
the  good  of  the  service  so  to  do. 

There  can  be  no  objection  to  your  establishing  any  part  of  the  choice  of 
territory  or  islands  upon  the  coast  of  New  South  AVales,  in  the  ^^^^  ®°-'^"  ' 
neighbourhood  of  Botany  Bay,  which  you  may  consider  as  more 
advantageously  situated  for  the  principal  settlement ;  but  at  the 
same  time  you  must  understand  that  you  are  not  allowed  to  delay 
the  disembarkation  of  the  estal)lishment  upon  your  arrival  on  the 
coast  upon  the  pretence  of  searching  after  a  more  eligible  place 
than  Botany  Bay. 

It  will  be  proposed  to  Parliament  in  a  few  days  to  fix  your  The 
salary  as  Governor  at  £1,000  per  annum  nett,  which,  with  the  pay  ^°ary?°''^ 
of  the  Sirius,  is  judged  to  be  a  proper  allowance  for  the  support 
of  the  stations  you  are  appointed  to  fill.     You  will  also  be  allowed 
a  contingent  charge  of  5/-  per  diem  for  the  pay  of  a  secretary,  and 
£20  per  annum  for  stationery. 

With  regard  to  the  compensation  you  solicit  by  way  of  table  No  table- 
money,  I  am  to  inf<jrm  you  that  no  allowance  whatever  of  that      "^^' 
sort  can  be  granted  to  you. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  The 
of  the  Treasury  with  respect  to  the  dispatch  of  the  transport  ships 
after  their  ai'i-ival  at  Botany  Bay,  the  purport  of  which  you  will 
use  your  utmost  endea\'our  to  comply  with.  I  am,  iV'c, 

Sydney. 


Major  Ross  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.! 

My  Dear  Sir,  Portsmouth,  22nd  April,  1787.         22  April. 

I  understand  from  Captain  Phillip  that  I  am  a})p()inted 
H  Judge  in  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  for  our  new  settlement.     I 


Ross  and 


have  to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  this  appointment ;  but  I,  his  friend. 

*  Ante,  p.  54.  t  A  private  letter. 
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1787       at  the  same  time,  cannot  but  sincerely  lament  that  something 
22  April,     could  not  have   l^een  hit  upon  in  all  the  late  appointments  for 
James  Campbell.* 

The  late  honour  confer'd  upon  me  would  have  been  well 
bestow'd  upon  him,  and  tho'  I  have  not  a  wish  to  resigne  it  on 
any  other  terms  than  the  puting  him  in  possession  of  something, 
tho'  without  emolument,  that  would  show  his  friends  he  was 
not  totally  neglected  in  this  business.  I  would  in  that  case  wish 
it  done.  I  am  sure  his  abilities  and  length  of  service  intitle  him 
to  a  share  in  such  things  as  are  to  be  given  in  a  new  settle- 
ment, where  it  is  probable  his  judgement  may  be  of  the  greatest 
use. 

An  appeal.  j£  ^j-^g  above  Cannot  possibly  be  done  for  him,  do,  for  God's  sake, 
endeavour  at  something  else  for  him.  You  know  Capt.  Gould's 
appointment  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  is  not  such  an  appointment 
absolutely  for  us  1  If  it  is,  is  there  no  such  thing  as  getting  him 
something  of  the  same  kind  t. 

noT^ain.  -^^^  addition  to  his  present  income  is  not,  I  am  convinced,  his 

principle  object.  What  I  myself  wish  for  him,  and  what  is  I  am 
sure  his  own  only  wish,  is  some  kind  of  appointment  that  would  give 
him  some  little  consequence  in  himself,  as  well  as  in  the  eyes  of 
his  brother-officers  going  with  him,  all  of  whom  with  respect  to 
length  of  service  are  but  of  yesterday. 

You,  my  dear  sir,  have  no  idea  how  much  I  am  interested  in 
this  atlair,  nor  how  very  severely  I  shall  feel  myself  mortified  if 
something  or  other  cannot  be  done  for  him  before  we  quit  this 
country.  I  am,  cfec, 

R.  Ross. 

Phillip's  Instructions. 
25  April  i^^  tl^g  Qo^j,^  .^^  gt.  James's,  the  25th  April,  1787. 

Present : — 
The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Lord  President.  Lord  Sydney. 

Marquis  of  Carmarthen.  William  Pitt,  Esq. 

Lord  Chamberlain.  Sir  George  Yonge. 

Lord  Onslow. 
Whereas  thei-e  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  report  from 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
appointed  for  the  consideration  of  all .  matters  relating  to  Trade 
and  Foreign  Plantations,  upon  the  draught  of  instructions  for 
Captain  Arthur  Phillip,  whom  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  territory 
of  New  South  Wales.  His  Majesty  taking  the  said  report  and 
draught  of  instructions  into  consideration,  was  pleased,  with 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  of  the  said  draught 
of  instructions,  and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the 

*  Cai^tain  of  Marines  in  Major  Hoss's  detachment 
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Right  Honorable   Lord  Sydney,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal       1787 
Secretaries  of  State,  do  cause  the  said  draught  of  instructions,     25  April, 
wliich  are  herewith  annexed,  to   be  prepai-ed  for  his  Majesty's 
signature. 


G.R. 

IxsTRrcTioxs  for  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq., 
our  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in  and  over  our 
territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  or  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said 
territory  for  the  time  being.  Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's, 
the  25th  day  of  April,   1787,  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of 


our  reign. 


"With  these  our  instructions  you  will  receive   our  commission*  commission 
under  our  Great  Seal  constituting  and  appointing  you  to  be  our  ^  Governor. 
Captain-General    and  Governor-in-Chief    of    our  territory  called 
New  South  Wales,  extending  from  the  northern  cape  or  extremity 
of  the  coast,  called  Cape  York,  in  latitude  of  ten  degrees  thirty- 
seven    minutes    south,    to    the    southern    extremity  of    the  said 
territory  of  New  South  "Wales  or  South  Cape,  in  the  latitude  of 
forty-three  degrees   thirty-nine  minutes   south,   and   of   all    the 
country  inland  to  the  westward,  as  far  as  the  one  hundred  and  Territorj-. 
thirty-tifth  degree  of  east  longitude,  reckoning  from  the  meridian 
of  Greenwich,  including  all  the  islands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  within  the  latitudes  aforesaid,   10°  37'  south  and  43°  39' 
south  ;  and  of  all  towns,   garrisons,   castles,   forts,  and  all  other 
fortifications  or  other  military  works  which   may  be   hereafter 
erected  upon  the  said  territory,  or  any  of  the  said  islands,  with 
directions  to  obey  such  orders  and  instructions  as  shall  from  time  instrac- 
to  time  be  given  to  you,  under  our  signet  and  sign  manual,  or  t'<^»s- 
by  our  order  in  our  Privy  Council. 

You  are,  therefore,  to  fit  yourself  with  all  convenient  speed,  and 
to  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  repair  to  your  said  command,  and 
being  arrived,  to  take  upon  you  the  execution  of  the  trust  we 
have  reposed  in  you,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  with  all  due 
solemnity  to  cause  our  said  Commission  under  our  Great  Seal  of  Commission 
Great  Britain  constituting  you  our  Governor  and  Coiiiiiiander-in-  pubfic?^'" 
Chief  as  afoi'esaid  to  be  read  and  puljlished. 

And  whereas  we  have  ordered  that  about  600  male  and  180  Order  for 
female  convicts  now  under  .sentence  or  order  of  ti-ansportation  tion.*^'^' 
whose  names  are  contained  in  the  list  hereunto  annexed  should 
be  removed  out  of  the  gaols  and  other  places  of  confinement  in 
this  our  kingdom,  and  be  put  on  board  of  the  several  transport 
ships  which  have  been  taken  up  for  their  reception,  it  is  our 
royal  will  and  pleasure  that  as  s(xm  as  the  said  convicts,  the 
several   persons    composing    the    civil    establishments,    and    the 

•  Ante,  p.  CI. 
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25  April. 


Botany  Bay. 


■\Viiie  to  be 
taken  on 
board. 


Bills  to  be 
drawn. 


Secd-f,Tain, 
black  cattle, 
sheep,  &c. 


store.s,  provisions,  &c.,  provided  for  their  use,  shall  be  put  on 
board  the  Supply,  tender,  and  the  transport  ships  named  in  the 
margin,*  and  be  in  readiness  to  depart,  that  you  do  take  them 
under  your  protection  and  proceed  in  the  Sirius  with  the  said 
tender  and  transports  to  the  port  on  the  coast  of  New  South 
Wales,  situated  in  the  latitude  of  33°  41',  called  by  the  name  of 
Botany  Bay,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  with  which  you  will  ])e 
furnished  by  the  Commissioners  of  our  Admiralty,  in  pursuance 
of  our  royal  commands  already  signified  to  them. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen  upon  your  passage  to  New  South 
Wales  that  you  may  find  it  necessary  and  expedient  to  call  with 
the  ships  and  vessels  under  your  convoy  at  the  island  of  Tenerijffe, 
at  the  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  also  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for 
supplies  of  water  and  other  refreshments  for  the  voyage,  it  is  our 
further  will  and  pleasure  that  you  do  upon  your  arrival  at  the 
former  of  those  places  take  on  board  any  of  the  ships  of  the 
convoy  which  you  may  think  proper  such  quantities  of  Avine  as 
may  be  requisite  for  the  supply  of  the  said  settlement,  according 
to  the  instructions  with  which  the  Commissary  of  Stores  and 
Provisions  will  be  furnished  by  the  Commissioners  of  our  Treasury, 
taking  care  that  the  quantities  purchased  do  not  exceed  the 
proportions  to  be  issued  to  the  several  persons  composing  the 
said  settlement  entitled  thereto,  agreeably  to  the  said  instructions, 
for  the  time  to  which  they  have  confined  the  supply  of  that 
article  ;  and  for  the  amount  of  such  purchases  you  will  direct 
the  Commissary  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  them  properly 
certified  by  you,  or  our  Lieut. -Governor  of  the  said  intended 
settlement,  with  the  other  usual  attestations  that  the  same  has 
been  obtained  at  the  most  reasonable  rates,  transmitting  at  the 
same  time  an  account  thereof  to  them,  in  order  that  you  may 
be  released  from  any  imprest  which  such  purchases  might  occa- 
sion. 

Notwithstanding  there  is  already  a  considerable  quantity  of 
corn  and  other  seed-grain  put  on  board  the  ships  of  the  convoy, 
probably  more  than  may  be  immediately  necessary  for  raising 
supplies  for  the  settlement,  we  are  disposed  to  guard  as  much  as 
possible  against  accidents  which  may  happen,  or  injuries  which 
these  articles  might  sustain  during  the  passage  :  It  is,  therefore,, 
our  further  will  and  pleasure  that  you,  upon  your  arrival  at  any 
of  the  places  you  may  have  occasion  to  touch  at,  endeavour  to 
obtain  such  further  quantities  of  seed-grain  as  you  may  think 
requisite  for  the  tillage  of  the  land  at  the  place  of  your  des- 
tination :  And  also  that  you  do  take  on  board  any  number  of 
black  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  or  hogs  which  you  can  procure,  and  the 
.ships  of  the  convoy  can  contain,  in  order  to  propagate  the  breed 
of  these  animals  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  intended  settle- 
ment, causing  the  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions  to  draAv 


*  Alexander,  Charlotte,  Scarborough,  Friendship,  Prince  of  Wales,  Lady  Penrhyn. 
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bills  for  the  same  as  is  before  directed  for  such  supplies,  as  well       i"87 
as  for  any  fresh  provisions  which  it  may  be  requisite  to  procure     25  April, 
for   the  use  of  the  marines   or    convicts  at   those    places,    and 
transmitting  information  to  the  Commissioners  of  our  Treasury 
of  such  proceedings. 

And  whereas  it  is  intended  that  several  of  the  transport  ships  Transports 
and  victuallers  which  are  to  accompany  you  to  New  South  Wales  china 
should  be  employed  in  bringing  home  cargoes  of  tea  and  other 
merchandize,  from  China,  for  the  use  of  the  East  India  Company, 
provided  they  can  arrive  at  Canton  in  due  time,  whereby  a  very 
considerable  saving  would  arise  to  the  public  in  the  freight  of 
these  vessels :  It  is  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  that  ujjon  your 
arrival  at  Botany  Bay,  on  the  said  coast  of  New  South  Wales, 
vou  do  cause  every  possible  exertion  to  be  made  for  disembarking  to  be 
the  officers  and  men  composing  the  civil  and  military  establish-  u^'Jo"  jej, 
ments,  together  with  the  convicts,   stores,   provisions,   &c.,   and 
having  so  done,  you  ai'e  to  discharge  all  the  said  transports  or 
victuallers,  in  order  that  such  of  them  as  may  be  engaged  by  the 
East  India  Company  may  proceed  to  China,  and  that  the  rest  may 
return  home.      You   will,   however,  take   care,   before   the  said 
transport  ships  are  discharged,  to  obtain  an  assignment  to  you  or  Assijmmeiit 
the  Governor-in-Chief  for  the  time  being,  from  the  masters  of  ^  thV*"''*^ 
them,  of  the  servitude  of  the  several  convicts  for  the  remainder  Governor. 
of  the  times  or  terms  specified  in  their  sevei'al  sentences  or  oi'ders 
of  transportation. 

According  to  the  best  information  which  we  have  obtained, 
Botany  Bay  appears  to  be  the  most  eligible  situation  upon  the  Botany  Bay. 
said  coast  for  the  first  establishment,  possessing  a  commodious  har- 
bour and  other  advantages  which  no  part  of  the  coast  hitherto 
discovered  affords.     It  is  therefore  our  will  and  pleasure  that  you 
do   immediately   upon   your  landing,   after  taking  measures  for 
securing  yourself  and  the  people  who  accompany  you  as  much  as 
possible    from    any    attacks    or    interruptions  of    the  natives  of 
that  country,  as  well  as  for  the  preservation  and  safety  of  the 
public  stores,  proceed  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  disti'ibuting  cultivation 
the  convicts  for  that  purpose  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  °f  "^^^ '*'^'^- 
inspectors    or    overseers,    and    under    such    regulations    as    may 
appear  to  you  to  be  necessary  and  best  calculated  for  procuring 
supj)lies  of  grain  and  ground  provisions.     The  assortment  of  tools  Tools  and 
and  utensils  which  have  been  provided  for  the  use  of  the  convicts  "tensiis. 
and  other  persons  who  are  to  compose  the  intended  settlement  are 
to  l)e  distriV)uted  according  to  your  discretion,  and  according  to  the 
emplo}Tnent  assigned  to  the  several  persons.     In  the  distribution, 
liowever,  you  will  use  every  proper  degree  of  economy,  and  be  Economy, 
careful  that  the  Commissary  so  transmit  an  account  of  the  issues 
from  time  to  time  to  the  Commi.ssioners  of  our  Treasury,  to  enable 
them  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  granting  further 
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1787       supplies.     The  clothing  of  the  convicts  and  the  provisions  issued 
25  April,    to   them,   and   the  civil   and   military  establishments,   must  be 
accounted  for  in  the  same  manner. 

And  whereas   the  Commissioners  of  our  Admiralty  have  ap- 
The  sirius     pointed  Capt.  Hunter  to  repair  on  boai^d  the  Sirius,  to  assist  you 
aiu  supp  y    .^^  ^j_^^  execution  of  your  duty,  and  to  take  the  command  of  the 
ship  whenever  you  may  see  occasion  to  detach  her  from  the  settle- 
ment, and  also  to  station  the  Supply,  tender,  under  your  orders, 
and  to  be  assisting  to  you  upon  occasional  services  after  your 
arrival.      And  whereas  it  is   our  royal   intention  that  measures 
should  be  taken,  in  addition  to  those  which  are  specified  in  the 
to  go  to  the  article  of  these  our  instructions,  for  obtaining  supplies  of   live 

islands  for         ,,  •,,..  ri-j.^.-  i 

live  stock,  stock,  and  having,  m  consequence  or  such  intention,  caused  a 
quantity  of  arms  and  other  articles  of  merchandize  to  be  pro- 
vided and  sent  out  in  the  ships  under  your  convoy,  in  order  to 
barter  with  the  natives  either  on  the  territory  of  New  South 
Wales  or  the  islands  adjacent :  It  is  our  will  and  pleasure  that 
as  soon  as  either  of  these  vessels  can  be  spared  with  safety  from 
the  settlement  you  do  detach  one  or  both  of  them  for  that  pur- 
pose, confining  their  intercourse  as  much  as  possible  to  such  parts 
as  are  not  in  the  possession  or  under  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
Eui'opean  powers. 

The  increase  of  the  stock  of  animals  must  depend  entirely  upon 

the  measures  you  may  adopt  on  the  outset  for  their  preservation ; 

Amply  and  as  the  settlement  will   be  amply  supplied  with   vegetable 

with  "^         productions,  and  most  likely  with  fish,  fresh  provisions,  excepting 

vegetables,    f^,.  ^j^g  ^[q^  and  convalescents,  may  in  a  great  degree  be  dispensed 

with.     For  these  reasons  it  will   become  you   to  be  extremely 

Caution  as  to  cautious  in  permitting  any  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,   &c.,  intended  for 

stock*^*^^""^'  propagating  the  breed  of  such  animals  to  be  slaughtered  until  a 

competent  stock  may  be  acquired,  to  admit  of  your  supplying  the 

settlement  from   it  with    animal    food    without    having    further 

recourse  to  the  places  from  whence  such  stock  may  have  originally 

been  obtained. 

It  is  our  will  and  pleasure  that  the  productions  of  all  descriptions 

acquired  by  the  labour  of  the  convicts  should  be  considered  as  a 

Public  stock,  public  stock,  which  we  so  far  leave  to  your  disposal  that  such 

parts  thereof  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  the  said 

convicts  and  their  families,   or  the  subsistence  of  the  civil  and 

military  establishments  of  the  settlement,  may  be  applied  by  you 

to  that  use.     The  remainder  of  such  productions  you  will  reserve 

More  as  a  provision  for  a  further  number  of  convicts,   which  you  may 

jonvicts        expect  will  shortly  follow  you  from  hence,  to  be  employed  under 

to  follow  ^       - .  .  .      ,  1  "^  .  1  .         ,  •       ,  i  • 

shortly.         your  direction  in  the  manner  pointed  out  m  these  our  instructions 
to  you. 

From  the  natural  increase  of  corn  and  other  vegetable  food  from 
a  common  industry,  after  the  ground  has  once  been  cultivated,  as 
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well  as  of  animals,  it  cannot  be  expedient  that  all  the  convicts       l'^87 
which  accompany  you  should  be  employed  in  attending  only  to     25  AprU. 
the  object  of  provisions.     And,  as  it  has  been  humbly  represented 
to  us  that  advantages  may  be  derived  from  the  fiax-plant  which  Flax. 
is  found  in  the  islands  not  far  distant  from  the  intended  settle- 
ment, not  only  as  a  means  of  acqviiring  clothing  for  the  convicts 
and  other  persons  who  may  become  settlers,  but  from  its  superior 
excellence  for  a  variety   of  maritime   purposes,    and   as  it   may 
ultimately  become  an  article  of  export,  it  is,  therefore,  our  will  and 
pleasure  that  you  do  particularly  attend  to  its  cultivation,  and  that 
you  do  send  home  by  every  opportunity  which  may  offer  samples  Samples  to 
ui  this  article,  in  order  that  a  judgment  may  be  formed  whether  home! 
it  may  not  be  necessary  to  instruct  you  further  upon  this  subject. 

And  whereas  we  are  desirous  that  some  further  information  Exploration 
should  be  obtained   of  the  several  ports  or  harbours  upon  the  °^  ^^^  ^°^^' 
coast,  and  the  islands  contiguous  thereto,  within  the  limits  of  your 
government,  you  are,  whenever  the  8irius  or  the  Supply,  tender, 
can  conveniently  be  spared,   to  send  one,  or  both  of  them,  upon 
that  service. 

Norfolk  Island,  situated  in  the  lat.*  ,  and  long.*  east  Norfolk 

from  Greenwich  about*  ,  being  represented  as  a  spot  which  beTettied. 

may  hereafter  become  useful,  you  are,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
will  admit  of  it,  to  send  a  small  establishment  thither  to  secure 
the  same  to  us,  and  prevent  it  being  occupied  by  the  subjects  of 
any  other  European  power ;  and  you  will  cause  any  remarks  or 
observations  which  you  may  obtain  in  consequence  of  this  instruc- 
tion to  be  transmitted  to  our  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Plantation  Affairs  for  our  information. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen,   when  the  settlement    shall  be 
Ijrought  into  some  state  of  regulation,  that  the  service  of  the 
Sirius  may  not  be  necessary  at  the  said  settlement,  and  as  we  are 
desirous  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the  expences  which  the 
intended  establishment  occasions,  you  will,  whenever  the  service 
of  the  said  ship  can  be  dispensed  with,  order  Capt.   Hunter  to 
return  with  her  to  England.  And  as  from  such  an  arrangement  the  sinus  to 
emoluments   of  your  station  will  be  diminished,  it  is  our  royal  E,*"i™nd* 
intention  that  the  same  shall  be  made  good  to  you  by  bills  to  be     ° 
drawn  by  you  upon  the  Commissioners  of  our  Treasury. 

You  are  to  endeavour  by  every  possible  means  to  open  an  inter- 
course with  the  natives,  and  to  conciliate  their  affections,  enjoin- 
ing all  our  subjects  to  live  in  amity  and  kindness  with  them. 
And  if  any  of  our  subjects  shall  wantonly  destroy  them,  or  give  Tiie  natnes 
them  any  unnecessary  interruption  in  the  exercise  of  their  several  tectedr*^ 
occupations,  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure  that  you  do  cause  such 
offenders  to  be  brought  to  punishment  according  to  the  degree  of 
the  offence.  You  will  endeavour  to  pi-ocure  an  account  of  the 
numbers  inhabiting  the   neighbourhood  of  the  intended  settle- 

*  Blanks  in  MS. 
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ment,  and  report  your  opinion  to  one  of  our  Secretaries  of  State 
in  what  manner  our  intercourse  with  these  people  may  be  turned 
to  the  advantage  of  this  colony. 

And  it  is  further  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  that  you  do  by 
all  proper  methods  enforce  a  due  observance  of  religion  and  good 
order  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  settlement,  and  that  you 
do  take  such  steps  for  the  due  celebration  of  publick  worship  as 
circumstances  will  permit. 

And  whereas,  as  from  the  great  disproportion  of  female  con- 
victs to  those  of  the  males  who  are  put  under  your  superinten- 
dance,  it  appears  advisable  that  a  further  number  of  the  latter 
should  be  introduced  into  the  new  intended  settlement,  you  are, 
whenever  the  Sirius  or  the  tender  shall  touch  at  any  of  the  islands 
in  those  seas,  to  instruct  their  commanders  to  take  on  board  any 
of  the  women  who  may  be  disposed  to  accompany  them  to  the 
said  settlement.*  ■  You  will,  however,  take  especial  care  that  the 
officers  who  may  happen  to  be  employed  upon  this  service  do 
not,  upon  any  account,  exercise  any  compulsive  measures,  or  make 
use  of  fallacious  pretences,  for  bringing  away  any  of  the  said 
women  from  the  places  of  their  present  residence. 

And  whereas  we  have  by  our  Commission,  bearing  date  [2nd 
April]  1787,  given  and  granted  upon  you  full  power  and  authority 
to  emancipate  and  discharge  from  their  servitude  any  of  the  convicts 
under  your  superintendance  who  shall,  from  their  good  conduct  and 
a  disposition  to  industry,  be  deserving  of  favour  :  It  is  our  will 
and  pleasure  that  in  every  such  case  you  do  issue  your  warrant  to 
the  Surveyor  of  Lands  to  make  surveys  of  and  mark  out  in  lot.s 
such  lands  upon  the  said  territory  as  may  be  necessary  for  their 
use  ;  and  when  that  shall  be  done,  that  yovi  do  pass  grants  thereof 
with  all  convenient  speed  to  any  of  the  said  convicts  so  emanci- 
pated, in  such  proportions  and  under  such  conditions  and  acknow- 
ledgments as  shall  hereafter  be  specified,  viz.  : — To  every  male 
shall  be  granted  30  acres  of  land,  and  in  case  he  shall  be  married, 
20  acres  more ;  and  for  every  child  who  may  be  with  them  at  the 
settlement  at  the  time  of  making  the  said  grant,  a  further 
quantity  of  10  acres,  free  of  all  fees,  taxes,  quit  rents,  or  other 
acknowledgments  whatsoever,  for  the  space  of  ten  years  :  Provided 
that  the  person  to  whom  the  said  land  shall  have  been  granted 
shall  reside  within  the  same  and  proceed  to  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  thereof ;  reserving  only  to  us  such  timber  as  may 
be  growing,  or  to  grow  hereafter,  upon  the  said  land  which  may  be 
fit  for  naval  purposes,  and  an  annual  quit  rent  of  f  after  the 

expiration  of  the  term  or  time  before  mentioned.  You  will  cause 
copies  of  such  grants  as  may  be  passed  to  be  preserved,  and  make 
a  regular  return  of  the  said  grants  to  the  Commissioners  of  our 
Treasury  and  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  our  Privy  Council 
for  Tx'ade  and  Plantations. 


*This  part  of  the  Instructions  was  not  carried  out. 
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And  whereas  it  is  likely  to  happen  that  the  convicts  who  may       1787 
after  their  emancipation,  in  consequence  of  this   instruction,    be     25  April, 
put  in  possession  of  lands  will  not  have  the  means  of  proceeding 
to  their  cultivation  without  the   public  aid  :  It  is  our   will  and 
pleasure  that  you  do  cause  every  such  j^ei'son  you  may  so  eman-  Emancipists 
cipate  to  be  sujjplied  with  such  a  quantity  of  provisions   as  may  ^°^^  |^P" 
])e  sufficient  for  the  subsistence  of  himself,  and  also  of  his  family,  for  twelve 
twelve  months,  together  with  an  assortment  of  tools  and  utensils,  ^ 
and  such  a  proportion  of  seed-grain,  cattle,   sheep,    hogs,    etc.,   as 
may  be  proper,  and  can  be  spared  from  the  general  stock   of  the 
settlement. 

And   whereas  many  of   our  suVjjects  employed  upon  military  in  view 
service  at  the  said  settlement,  and  others  who  may  resort  thither  settlement, 
upon  their  private  occupations,  may  hereafter  be  desirous  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the   land,    and  as 
we  are  disposed  to   afford  them   every  reasonable  encouragement 
in  such  an  undertaking :  It  is  our  will  and  pleasure  that  you  do, 
with  all  convenient  speed,  transmit  a  report  of  the  actual  state  report  on 
and  quality  ( jf  the  soil  at  and  near  the  said   intended   settlement,  *  "^  =^1  • 
the  probable  and  most  effectual  means  of  improving  and  cultivating 
the  same,  and  of  the  mode,  and  upon  what  terms  and  conditions, 
according  to  the  best  of  your  judgement,  the  said  lands  should  be 
granted,  that  proper  instructions  and  authorities  may  be   given 
to  you  for  that  purpose. 

And  whereas  it  is  our  royal  intention  that  every  sort  of  inter-  All  inter- 
course between  the  intended  settlement  at  Botany  Bay,  or  other  fore^g^i  ports 
place  which  maybe  hereafter  established  on  the  coast  of  New  South  prohibited. 
Wales  and  its  dependencies,  and  the  settlements  of  our  East 
India  Company,  as  well  as  the  coast  of    China,    and   the  islands 
situated  in  that  part  of  the  world,  to  which   any  intercourse   has 
been   established  by  any  European  nation,    should  be   prevented 
by  every  possible  means  :   It  is  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  that 
you  do  not  on  any  account  allow  craft  of  any  sort  to  be  built  for  >'o  sailing 

''  vessels  to 

the  use  of  private  individuals  which  might  enable  them  to  effect  be  built, 
such  intercourse,  and  that  you  do  prevent  any  vessels  which  may 
at  any  time  hereafter  arrive  at  the  said  settlement   from  any  of 
the  ports  before  mentioned  frf)m  having  communication  with  any  No  com- 
of  the  inhaljitants  residing  within  your  Government,  without  lirst  from  ship 
receiving  especial  permission  from  you  for  that  pux'pose.  *°  shore. 

G.R. 

Siu  Charles  Middletox  to  Under  Secretary  Nepeax.* 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Navy  Board,  in  contracting  for  the  victualling  of  the  yictuaiiingr 
convicts  on  their  passage,  have  observed  the  same  rule  that  has 

*  No  date  or  address ;  the  letter,  a  i)rivate  one,  was  sent,  apparently,  in  April,  1787,  to 
Under  Secretarj-  Nepean. 
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been  always  followed  with  soldiers  onboard  of  transports — that  is, 
two-thirds  of  what  is  allowed  to  the  troops  serving  in  the  West 
Indies,  spirits  excepted. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  confinement  on  shipboard  will 
not  admit  of  much  exercise,  this  allowance  will  be  found  more 
advantageous  to  the  health  of  the  convicts  than  full  allowance, 
and  when  compared  to  bread  and  water,  which  I  take  for  granted 
is  the  prison  allowance,  may  be  termed  abundance. 

For  these  reasons,  and  tlie  impossibility  of  altering  the  contracts 
without  adding  considerably  and  unnecessarily  to  the  expence  of 
the  public,  and  probably  increasing  the  mortality  by  detaining  the 
transports  in  this  climate,  I  am  of  opinion  no  alteration  should 
take  place. 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  lately  received  from  the  Treasury,  the 
contractor  proceeds  to  Portsmouth  on  Saturday  to  furnish  the  sick 
with  fresh  provisions  and  vegetables,  and  which  may  be  extended 
to  ye  convicts  and  marines  in  general  if  an  order  is  sent  from  the 
Treasury  for  that  purpose,  as  also  wine  for  ye  sick ;  and  if  flower 
is  preferred  to  rice.  Captain  Philips  may  direct  a  preference  on  ye 
passage,  and  repay  it  out  of  the  storeships  on  their  arrival,  but  the 
substitute  of  r-ice  for  flower  is  agreable  to  ye  Army  contract,  and 
so  paid  by  the  Treasury. 

In  short,  the  convicts  cannot  suffer  from  short  allowance,  as  they 
are  provided  with  two  years'  stock  of  provisions,  independent  of 
what  is  laid  in  for  their  j^assage.  I  am,  &c., 

Chas.  Middletox. 


Lord  Sydney  to  Governor  Phillip. 
27  April.        Sir,  Whitehall,  27th  April,  1787. 

I  transmit  you  herewith  his  Majesty's  commission*  under 

the  Great  Seal  appointing  you  Captain-Genei'al  and  Governor-in- 

Chief  of  the   territory  of  New   South  Wales,  together  with  a 

Com-  commission,  also  passed  under  the  Great  Seal,  for  establishing  a 

instructions!  ^ourt  of  civil  jurisdictionf  within  the  said  territory,  and  instructions 

under  the  Royal  Sign  Manual  |  for  your  guidance  in  the  execution 

of  the  affairs  of  the  territory  to  which  you  are  appointed  Governor. 

The  commission  for  the  trial  of  pirates,  and  that  appointing 

you  Vice- Admiral,  and  for  other  officers  to  form  an  Admiralty 

Court,  I  find  are  not  yet  compleated,  but  those  commissions  will 

be  sent  to  you.  I  am,  &c., 

Sydney. 

Major  Ross  to  Under  Secretary  NEPEAN.g 
Dear  Sir,  Portsmouth,  27th  April,  1787. 

Anxieties.  Before  I  bid  a  long  farewell  to  you  and  home,  will  you  give 

me  leave  to  remind  you  of  my  being  about  to  leave  Mrs.  Ross  and 
very  small  tho'  numerous  family  behind  me. 


'Ante,  p.  61. 


t  Ante,  pp.  70-70.  J  Ante,  pp.  85-91. 
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I  believe  that  you  are  no  stranger  to  my  circumstances  in  life ;       1787 
and  that  you  know  my  daily  pay  to  be  the  whole  of  the  fortune     27  AjJi-ii. 
I  am  possessed  of,  to  support  and  educate   them,  as  well  as  to 
maintain  myself. 

But  do  not,  my  dear  sir,  be  alarmed,  and  suppose  me  about  to 
solicit  your  assistance  for  an  addition  to  this  income,  for,  in  truth, 
that  is  not  my  design. 

3Iy  only  view  in  mentioning  the  situation  in  which  cruel  necessity  Provision  for 
compels  me  to  leave  Mrs.  lloss  and  my  young  family  is,  that  in 
case  any  accident  should  deprive  them  of  their  all,  in  depriving  them 
of  me,  you  will  then  permit  me  to  hope  that  your  friendly  assist- 
ance and  interest  shall  be  employ'd  in  endeavoui'ing  to  procure  for 
the  widow  and  fatherless  some  compensation  from  the  public. 

As  you  are  yourself  both  a  husband  and  a  father — both  of 
which  may  you  long  continue  to  be  in  peace,  health,  and  happi- 
ness— you  will  the  more  readily  enter  my  present  feelings,  and  the 
more  easily  excuse  this  application.  Could  I  but  be  assured  that 
INIrs.  Ross  and  little  ones  would  have  your  friendship  to  plead 
their  cause  in  support  of  their  claim,  my  oppress'd  mind  would 
then  be  reliev'd  in  some  measure  from  a  weighty  load  of  the  care 
and  anxiety  which  you  must  naturally  suppose  me,  at  this  time,  a  load 
to  suffer  on  their  account.  of  care. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  that  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which 
the  cordis  of  marines  has  been  employ'd  in  any  way  out'  of  the  An  oppor- 
usual  line  of  duty,  and  as  I  firmly  believe  that  any  part  of  it  being  the  marine 
so  employ'd  is  entirely  owing  to  your  friendly  wish  of  drawing 
the  coi'ps  forth  from  that  subordinate  obscurity  in  which  it  has 
hitherto  moved, — impress'd  with  this  belief,  permit  me  to  offer 
you  my  own  as  well  as  the  sincerest  thanks  of  the  ofiicers  of  the 
detachment  under  my  command,  for  the  generous  opinion  you 
have  shown  in  favour  of  the  corps,  and  to  assure  you  that  every 
nerve  shall  be  strain'd  in  the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of 
oui-  duty,  and  I  entertain  not  a  doubt  but  that  the  conduct  of 
the  whole  will  be  such  as  will  not  only  do  credit  to  your  recom- 
mendation, but  give  satisfaction  to  the  Administration.  These 
much-wished-for  objects  obtain'd,  I  shall  then  ardently  hope  that 
what  you  once  hinted  to  me  might  be  the  consequence,  will,  with 
your  assistance,  take  place,  and  that  we  shall  no  moi'e  return  to  our 
original  obscurity,  but  become  an  active  corps  of  your  own  creation,  ^.n  active 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir,  and  with  real  esteem  and  regard,   believe  ''^"i'*- 

me,  Arc,  11,  Ross. 

Lord  Sydney  to  Goveunor  Puilup. 

Sir,  Whitehall   28th  April,  1787. 

The  King  judging  it  necessary,  in  case  of  your  death  or 
absence  from  your  Govei'imieut  of  the  territory  of  New  South     ^s  April. 
Wales,  that  an  officer  properly  qualified  to  execute  that  trust 
shall  be  appointed  to  succeed  you,  and  that  a  dormant  commission 
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27  April. 

Hunter's 
dormant 
commission. 


3  May. 


Sailing 
orders  for 
Botany  Bay. 


5  Maj'. 

Phillip  may 
leave  tlie 
convoy. 


5  May. 


Spirits  for 
the  marines. 


for  that  purpose  should  be  in  your  possession,  his  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  name  Captain  John  Hunter,  second  captain  of 
his  Majesty's  ship  the  Sirius,  to  be  Governor  of  the  said  territory 
in  either  of  those  events,  and  to  sign  a  commission  for  that 
purpose,  which  I  herewith  send  you.*  I  am,  &c., 

,  Sydxey. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Sir,  [London]  May  3d,  1787. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I  have  received  their  Lord- 
ships' order  for  the  Hytiena's  going  one  hundred  leagues  to  the 
westward  with  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command,  and  the 
order  respecting  the  Supply,  tender,  as  likewise  their  Lordships 
order  to  proceed  to  Botany  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  New  South 
Wales,  which  orders  I  shall  carry  into  execution  with  all  possible 
expedition.  I  have,  (fee, 

A.  Phillip. 

Lord  Sydney  to  the  Lords  op  The  Admiralty.! 
My  Lords,  Whitehall,  5th  May,  1787. 

As  it  may  be  expedient  for  Capt.  Phillip  to  arrive  upon 
the  coast  of  New  South  Wales  previous  to  the  convoy  under  his 
protection,  in  order  to  fix  upon  an  eligible  spot  for  their  settle- 
ment, and  to  make  proper  arrangements  for  the  landing  of  the 
marines  and  convicts,  I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  your  Lord- 
ships the  King's  pleasure  that  you  do  authorize  Captain  Phillip, 
upon  his  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  proceed,  if  he  thiiiks 
fit,  to  the  said  coast  of  New  South  Wales  in  the  Supply,  tender  J, 
leaving  the  convoy  to  be  escorted  by  the  Sirius  to  the  rendezvous 
which  he  may  fix  upon.  [No  signature.] 

Lord  Sydney  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  5th  May,  1787. 

It  has  not  been  thought  advisable  that  the  detachment  of 
marines  intended  to  be  landed  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales 
shall  be  constantly  supplied  with  wine  or  spirits,  but  as  it  may 
happen  that  the  service  upon  which  they  may  be  employed 
may  require  such  an  addition  to  the  ration  with  which  they  are 
directed  to  be  supplied,  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that 
upon  your  arrival  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  or  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  you  have  permission  to  order  the  Commissary  to  purchase 
such  a  quantity  of  spirits  or  wine  for  their  use  as  he  can  obtain 

*  Not  recorded. 

t  This  letter  is  not  signed,  but  it  is  obviously  from  Lord  Sydney. 

X  This  proposal  was  carried  out  by  Phillip,  but  owing  to  the  bad  sailing  of  the  Supply  he 
arrived  at  Botany  Bay  only  one  day  before  the  Alexander,  Scarborough,  and  Friendship,  and 
two  days  before  the  Sirius,  Charlotte,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Ladj'  Penrhyn.  See  Phillip's 
letter  to  Lord  Sydney,  post,  p.  121. 
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for  ,£200.     You  will  order  him  to  draw  bills  upon  the  Ti'easury       1787 
for  that  sum,  and  cause  the  said  wine  or  spii'its  to  be  issued  to      siiay. 
the  said  marines  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions  as  you 
may  judge  requisite ;  you  will,  however,  observe  that  no  further 
quantity  of  wine  or  spirits  will  hereafter  be  allowed  for  that 

purpose.  I  am,  etc., 

Sydxey. 

Lord  Sy'^dxey'  to  Goverxor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  5th  May,  1787. 

By  your  instructions  under  the  Royal  Sign  Manual,  you 
are  referred  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for 
permission  to  discharge  forty  of  the  petty  officers  and  men  l^e- 
longing  to  the  Sirius,  in  case  you  should  hereafter  have  it  in  your 
power  to  dispense  with  the  service  of  that  ship,  but  it  has  since 
been  determined  that  after  your  arrival  at  New  South  Wales  Seamen 
your  proceedings  should  be  regulated  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  Slgcharfed 
and  I  am  in  consequence  to  signify  to  you  that  you  have  jjer- 
mission  to  discharge  as  many  of  the  said  forty  petty  officers  and 
seamen  from  the  Sirius  as  you  may  think  proper,  whenever  you 
may  determine  to  send  that  ship  to  England,  and  also  to  discharge 
twenty  petty  officers  and  men  from  the  Supply,  tender,  in  like 
manner,  in  case  you  should  order  the  said  tender  to  return  home, 
provided  that  there  be  left  on  board  the  said  ship  and  tender  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  navigate  them  during  the  voyage. 

You  have  also  permission,  if  you  should  tind  it  necessary,  to 
<lischarge  from  time  to  time  from  the  Sirius  or  the  Supply,  tender, 
any  of  the  marines  belonging  to  the  detachment  appointed  to 
serve  on  shore  whenever  any  event  shall  take  place  to  reduce 
the  number  of  which  the  said  detachment  now  consists. 

I  am,  &c., 
Sydney. 

Letters  Patent  Constituting  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court. 
(Ieoroe  the  Third  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  commission 
and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith.     To  our  trusty  and  well-  to  form  a 
beloved  Arthur  Phillip  Esquire  our  Captain-General  and  Governor-  Admiralty 
in-Chief  of  the  territory  called  New  South  Wales  extending  from  *^'°""' 
the  Northern  Cape  or  extremity  of  the  coast  called  Cape  York  in  the 
latitude  of  ten  degrees  thirty-seven  minutes  south  to  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  said  territory  of  New  South  Wales  or  South  Cape 
in  the  latitude  of  forty-three  degrees  thirty-nine  minutes  south 
and  of  all  the  country  inland  to  the  westward  as  far  as  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of  east  longitude  reckoning  from 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich  including  all  the  islands  adjacent  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  within  the  latitude  aforesaid  of  10"  37'  south  and 
43^  39'  south  and  our  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  of 
the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales  for  the  time  being, 
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5  May. 


Act  of 
Parliament 
recited,  11  & 
12  Win.  Ill, 
c.  7. 


Trial  by 

Coinniis- 
sioiiers. 


Power  to 

commit 


and  to 
assemble  a 
Court  of 
seven 
members. 


or  three, 
who  should 
have  power 
to  summon 
four  more. 


Robert  Ross  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  said  territory 
called  New  South  Wales  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  said 
territory  for  the  time  being, 

Andrew  Miller  Esquire,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions  in 
the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales,  and  the  Commissary 
of  Stores  in  the  said  territory  for  the  time  being, 

Augustus  Alt  Esquire,  Surveyor  of  Lands  in  the  said  territory 
called  New  South  Wales,  and  the  Surveyor  of  Lands  in  the  said 
territory  for  the  time  being, 

John  Hunter  Esquire,  second  Captain  of  our  ship  Sirius,  William 
Bradley  Esquire,  first  Lieutenant,  Philip  Gidley  King  Esquire, 
second  Lieutenant,  and  George  William  Maxwell,  third  Lieutenant 
of  the  said  ship  Sirius,  Henry  Lidgbird  Ball  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
and  Commander  of  the  Supply,  armed  tender,  and  ail  other  Captains 
and  Commanders  of  our  ships  who  are  or  shall  be  within  the  Ad- 
miralty jurisdiction  of  the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales, 

Greeting : 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  Royal  Predecessor  King 
William  tlie  Third  intituled  an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  suppres- 
sing of  Piracy  (reciting  as  therein  recited)  it  is  amongst  other 
things  enacted  that  all  piracies,  felonies  or  robberies  committed 
in  or  upon  the  sea  or  in  any  haven,  river,  creek  or  place  where  the 
Admiral  or  Admirals  have  power  authority  or  jurisdiction  may  be 
examined,  enquired  of,  tryed,  heard,  and  determined  and  adjudged 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Act  in  any  place  at  sea  or 
upon  the  land  in  any  of  his  said  late  Majesty's  islands,  plantations, 
colonies,  dominions,  forts  or  factories  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  his  said  late  Majesty's  Commission  or  Commissions 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  or  the  Seal  of  the  Admiralty  of 
England,  directed  to  all  or  any  of  the  Admirals,  Vice-Admirals, 
Rear- Admirals,  Judges  of  Vice- Admiralties  or  Commanders  of 
his  said  late  Majesty's  ships-of-war,  and  also  to  all  or  any  such 
person  or  persons  officer  or  officers  by  name  or  for  the  time  being 
as  his  said  late  Majesty  should  think  lit  to  ajipoint  : 

Which  said  Commissioners  should  have  full  power  jointly  or 
severally  by  warrant  under  the  hand  or  seal  of  them  or  any  one 
of  them  to  commit  to  safe  custody  any  person  or  persons  against 
whom  information  of  piracy,  robbery  or  felony  upon  the  sea  should 
be  given  upon  oath  and  to  call  and  to  assemble  a  Court  of 
Admiralty  on  ship-board  or  upon  the  land  when  and  as  often  as 
occasion  should  require,  which  Court  should  consist  of  seven 
persons  at  the  least : 

And  it  is  thereby  further  enacted  that  if  so  many  of  the  persons 
aforesaid  could  not  conveniently  be  assembled,  any  three  of  the 
aforesaid  persons,  whereof  the  president  or  chief  of  some  English 
factory  or  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor  or  member  of  his 
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said  late  jNIajesty's  Council  in  any  of  the  plantations  or  colonies       ^"^^^ 
aforesaid  or  Commander  of  one  of  his  late  Majesty's   ships  was      5  May. 
always  to  be   one  (should  be   one),  should   have   full   power  and 
authority  by  virtue  of   the   said  Act  to  call  and  assemble  any 
other  persons  on  ship-board  or  upon  the  land  to  make  up   the 
number  of  seven : 

And  it  is  thereby  also  provided  that  no  persons  but  such  as  were 
known  merchants,  factors  or  planters  or  such  as  were  captains 
lieutenants  or  warrant  officers  in  any  of  his  late  Majesty's  ships-of-  Qualifi- 
war  or  captains,  masters  or  mates  of  some  English  ship  should  be  ^"'^^^°"^- 
capable  of  being  so  called  and   sitting  and  voting  in  the  said 
Court : 

And  it  is  thereljy  further  enacted  that  such  persons,  called  and 
assembled    as   aforesaid,   should   have   full  power  and  authority  power  to 
according  to  the  course  of  the  Admiralty  to  issue  warrants  for  '^^".'^  ^f" 

!••  ir.-iiTn.  rants  of 

bringmg  up  any  persons  accused  or  piracy  or  robbery  before  them  arrest,  to 
to  be  tryed  heard  and  adjudged,  and  to  summon  witnesses  and  take  witnesses, 
informations  and  examinations  of  witnesses  xipon  their  oath,  and  to  take 
to  do  all  things  necessary  for  the  hearing  and  tinal  determination  and  to°^' 
of  any  case  of  piracy  robbery  and  felony,  and  to  give  sentence  and  rro"o™ce 
judgement  of  death,  and  to  award  execution  of  the  offenders  con- 
victed and  attainted  as  aforesaid  according  to  the  civil  law  and 
the  methods  and  rules  of  the  Admiralty,  and  that  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  so  convicted  and  attainted  of  piracy  and  rob- 
bery should  have  and  suffer  such  losses  of  lands,  goods,  and  chattels 
as  if  they  had  been  attainted  and  convicted  of  any  piracies,  felonies, 
and   robberies  according  to  a  statute  made  in  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eightli  for  tryals  of  treasons,  2s  Hen. 
felonies,  robberies,  murthers  and  confederacies  commited  upon  the  ^^^^'  '^-  ^^• 
sea : 

Which  said  first-recited  Act  by  another  Act  made  in  the  fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  Royal  Predecessor  Queen  Anne,  was 
continued  from  the  expiration  thereof  for  the  further  term  of  seven 
years  and  from  then  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment which  by  another  Act  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  late  Royal  Ancestor  King  George  the  First  was  revived  from 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  1715  and  was  to  be  in  force 
during  the  continuance  of  that  Act  which  was  to  continue  for  five  soco.  i, 
years  and  from  then  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Parliam,cnt  '';e,'t;tuai'° 
and  which  1  )y  an  Act  made  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  said 
late  Royal  Ancestor  King  George  the  First  was  made  perpetual  : 

And  whereas  by  one  other  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  tlie  eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  said  late  Royal  Ancestor  King  George  the 
First  entituled  an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  Piracy 
(i-eciting  as  therein  is  recited)  It  is  amongst  other  tilings  thereby 
enacted  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  therein  and  thei-eby 
declared  to  be  guilty  of  or  accessory  or  accessories  to  any  piracy 
H 
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5  May.      and  adjudged  of  and  for  all  or  any  the  matters  contained  in  the 

Procedure     ^^^^  last-recited  Act  according  to  the  said   statute  made  in  the 

eleventh  and  twelfth  years  of  his  late  Majesty  King  William  the 

Third  and  that  all  and  every  person  being  thereupon  attainted  and 

convicted  should  have  and  sutFer   such  pain  of  death  and  loss  of 

Punishment  lands  goods  and  chattels  as  pirates  and  robbers  ought  by  the  said 

tk)n.°""'^      Act  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  years  of  his  late  Majesty  King 

William  the  Third  to  suffer  : 

Now  know  ye  that  in  pursuance  of  the  said  recited  Act  of  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  late  Majesty 
King  William  the  Third  and  of  the  eighth  year  of  our  said  late 
Royal  Ancestor  King  George  the  First,  of  our  special  grace  certain 
knowledge  and  meer  motion  have  made  constituted  and  appointed 
Commis-  and  by  these  presents  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  you  the 
appoi"ted.  ^^^^  Arthur  Phillip  Esquire,  and  our  Captain-Genei-al  and  Gover- 
nor-in-Chief  of  the  said  territory  called  Xew  South  Wales  for  the 
time  being, 

Robert  Ross  Esquire,  and  our  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  said 
territory  called  Xew  South  Wales  for  the  time  being, 

Andrew  Miller  Esquire,  and  the  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions of  the  said  territory  called  Xew  South  Wales  for  the  time 
being, 

Augustus  Alt  Esquire  and  the  Surveyor  of  Lands  in  the  said 
territory  called  Xew  South  Wales  for  the  time  being, 

John  Hunter,  William  Bradley,  Philip  Gidley  King,  George 
William  Maxwell  and  Henry  Lidgbird  Ball  Esquire  and  the  Captain 
and  Commander  of  our  ships  who  are  or  shall  be  within  the  Admi- 
ralty jurisdiction  of  the  said  territory  called  Xew  South  Wales 

To  be  our  Commissioners  at  the  said  territory  called  Xew  South 

Wales  for  the  examining,  enquiring  of,  trying,  hearing  and  deter- 

Jurisdiction'  mining  and  adjudging  according  to  the  directions  of  the  same  Acts 

of  the  Court.  -^^  ^^^  place  at  sea  or  upon  the  land  at  the  said  territory  called 

Xew    South  Wales,  all  piracies,   felonies  and  robberies   and  all 

assessories  thereunto  committed  or  which  shall  be  committed  in  or 

upon  the  sea  or  within  any  haven,  river,  creek  or  place  where  the 

Admiral  or  Admirals  have  power  authority  or  jurisdiction  : 

Commis-  And  you  the  said  Arthur   Phillip  Esquire  and   our   Captain- 

sioners.         General  and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  said  territory  called  Xew 

South  Wales  for  the  time  being  : 

Robert  Ross  Esquire  and  our  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  said 
territoiy  called  Xew  South  Wales,  for  the  time  being, 

Andrew  Miller  Esquire  and  the  Commissary  of  Stores  and 
Provisions  of  the  said  territory  called  Xew  South  Wales  for  the 
time  being, 

Augustus  Alt  Esquire  and  the  Surveyor  of  Lands  in  the  said 
territory  called  Xew  South  Wales  for  the  time  being, 
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John   Hunter,  William  Bi'adley,   Philip   Gidley  King,  George       1787 
William  Maxwell  and  Henry  LidgV)ird  Ball  Esquire  and  the  Cap-      5  May. 
tains  and  Commanders  of  our  ships  who  are  or  shall  be  within  the 
Admiralty  jurisdiction  of  the  said   tei-ritory   called   New  South 
Wales 

Our  Commissioners  at  the  said  territory  called  New  South 
Wales  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  mentioned  We  do  make, 
ordain  and  constitute  by  these  presents,  hereby  giving  and  granting 
unto  you  our  said  Commissionors  jointly  or  severally  by  warrant 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  you  or  any  one  of  you  full  power  and  empowered 
autliority  to  commit  to  safe  custody  any  person  or  persons  against  °  '^"■^^^  > 
whom  information  of  piracy,  robbery  or  felony  upon  the  sea  as 
accessory  or  accessories  thereto  shall  be  given  upon  oath  (which 
cath  you  or  any  one  of  you  shall  have  full  power  and  are  hereby 
authorised  to  administer)  : 

And  to  call  and  assemble  a  Court  of  Admiralty  on  shipboard  or  and  to 
upon  the  land  when  and  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require,  which  assemble 
Court  our  will  and  pleasure  is  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  at  the 
least  and  if  so  many  of  you  our  said  Commissioners  cannot  conveni- 
ently be  assembled  any  three  or  more  of  you  whereof  you  the  said 
Arthur  Phillip  Esquire,  our  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  Commis- 
of  tlie  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales,  or  the  Captain-General 
and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  said  territory  for  the  time  being. 

Or  you  the  said  Robert  Ross  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales,  or  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  said  territory,  for  the  time  being. 

Or  you  the  said  Andrew  Miller  Esquire,  Commissary  of  Stores 
and  Provisions  in  the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales,  or 
the  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions  for  the  time  being, 

Or  you  the  said  Augustus  Alt  Esquire,  Surveyor  of  Lauds  in 
the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales,  or  the  Surveyor  of 
Lands  in  the  said  territory  for  the  time  being, 

Or  you  the  said  John  Hunter  Esquire,  second  Captain  of  our 
ship  Sirius,  William  Bradley  Esquire,  first  Lieutenant,  Philip 
Gidley  King  Esquire,  second  Lieutenant,  and  George  William 
Maxwell  Esquire,  third  Lieutenant,  of  the  said  ship  Sirius,  or  you 
the  said  Henry  Lidgljird  Ball  Esquire,  Lieutenant  and  Commander 
of  the  Supply,  armed  tender,  or  a  commander  of  one  of  our  ships 
(as  the  place  of  tryall  shall  appear)  to  be  always  one, 

Shall  have  full  power  and  authoi-ity  by  virtue  of  the  said  recited  empowered 
Acts  and  these  presents  to  call  and  assemble  any  other  persons  on  l?J^^^  '^ 
shipboard  or  upon  the  land  to  make  up  the  number  of  seven. 

Provided  that  no  persons  but  such  as  are  known  mercliants, 
factors,  or  planters  or  such  as  are  captains,  lieutenants  or  warrant 
officers  in  any  of  our  ships-of-war  or  captains  masters  or  mates  of  Qualiflca- 
some  English  ship  shall  be  capable  of  being  so  called  sitting  and  t'ons. 
acting  in  the  said  Court. 
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And  our  further  pleasure  is,  and  We  do  hereby  expressly  declare 
find  command,  that  such  persons  called  and  such  other  persons 
liereby  authorised  and  assembled  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  according  to  the  course  of  Admiralty  to  issue  war- 
rants for  bringing  any  persons  accused  of  such  piracy,  robbery,  or 
felony  or  as  accessory  thereto,  and  to  give  sentence  and  judgment 
of  death  and  to  award  execution  of  the  offenders  convicted  and 
attainted  as  aforesaid  according  to  the  civil  law  and  the  methods 
and  rules  of  the  Admiralty  : 

And  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  so  convicted  and 
attainted  of  piracy,  robbery,  or  felony  or  as  accessoiy  thereto,  shall 
have  and  suffer  such  losses  of  lands  goods  and  chattels  as  if  they 
had  been  attainted  and  convicted  of  any  piracies,  felonies,  and 
robberies  according  to  the  aforementioned  statute  made  in  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth. 

And  our  express  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  We  do  hereby  direct 
and  command  that  so  soon  as  any  Court  shall  be  assembled  as  afore- 
said, either  on  shipboard  or  upon  the  land,  this  our  Commission 
shall  first  be  openly  read  and  the  said  Court  then  and  there  shall 
be  solemnly  and  publicly  called  and  proclaimed,  and  then  the  Pre- 
sident of  such  Court  shall  in  the  first  place  publicly  in  open  Court 
take  the  oath  mentioned  and  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  said 
recited  Act  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
said  late  Majesty  KingWilliam the  Third, and  such  President  having 
taken  the  oath  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  immediately  administer  the 
same  to  every  person  who  shall  sit  and  have  a  vote  in  the  said 
Court  upon  the  tryaUof  such  prisoner  or  prisoners  as  aforesaid. 

And  lastly  We  do  hereby  direct  empower  and  require  you  our 
said  Commissioners  to  proceed  act  adjudge  and  determine  in  all 
things  according  to  the  powers  authorities  and  directions  of  the 
above-recited  Acts  and  of  these  presents. 

And  these  presents  or  the  entry  or  registering  thereof  in  our 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  shall  be  unto  you  and  each  and  every 
one  of  you  for  so  doing  a  sufficient  warrant  and  discharge. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  the  Great  Seal  of  our  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  England  to  be  hei^eunto  affixed. 

Given  at  London  the  fifth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  and 
of  our  reign  the  twenty-seventh. 

GoDF.  Lee  Farrant, 
Registrar. 


7  May 


Memorial  prom  the  Marines. "^ 

Scarborough,  transport.  May  7th,  1787. 
We,  the  marines  embarked  on  board  the  Scarborough,  who  have 
voluntarily  entered  on  a  dangerous  expedition  replete  with  num- 


*  The  memorial  is  not  addressed  ;  it  was  intended,  apparently,  for  the  officer  commanding 
the  detachment. 
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herless  difficulties,  which  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  our  duty  1787 
we  must  necessarily  be  exposed  to,  and  supposing  ourselves  5  May. 
to  be  on  the  same  footing  as  if  embarked  on  board  any  of  his 
]\laj's  ships  of  war,  or  as  the  seamen  and  marines  on  the  same 
expedition  with  us,  we  hope  to  receive  the  same  indulgence,  now 
conceive  ourselves  sorely  aggrieved  by  finding  the  intentions  of 
Government  to  make  no  allowance  of  spiritous  liquor  or  wine 
nfter  our  arrival  at  the  intended  colony  in  New  South  Wales.* 
A  moderate  distribution  of  the  above-ment'd  article  being  spirits, 
indispensibly  requisite  for  the  preservation  of  our  lives,  which  "^cessary. 
change  of  climate  and  the  extreme  fatigue  we  shall  be  necessarily 
exposed  to  may  probably  endanger,  we  therefore  humbly  entreat 
you  will  be  pleased  to  convey  these  our  sentiments  to  Major 
Ross.  Presuming,  sir,  that  you  will  not  only  be  satisfied  that 
our  demand  is  reasonable,  but  will  also  perceive  the  urgent 
necessity  there  is  for  a  compliance  with  our  request,  flatter 
ourselves  you  will  also  use  your  influence  to  cause  a  removal  of 
the  uneasiness  we  experience  under  the  idea  of  being  restricted 
in  the  supply  of  one  of  the  jirincipal  necessaiys  of  life,  without 
which,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  we  cannot  expect  to  survive 
the  hardships  incident  to  our  situation.  You  may  depend  on  a  Hardships 
chearful  and  ready  discharge  of  the  public  duties  that  may  be 
onjoyned  us.  The  design  of  Government  is,  we  hope,  to  have  a 
feeling  for  the  calamities  we  must  encounter.  So  as  to  induce 
them  to  provide  in  a  moderate  and  reasonable  degree  for  our 
maintenance  and  preservation,  we  beg  leave  to  tender  our  most 
dutiful  assurances  of  executing  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  our 
several  abilities  in  the  duty  assign'd,  so  that  we  remain  in  every 
respect  loyal  subjects  to  our  King  and  worthy  members  of  society 

[Signed  by  the  Detachment.] 


GovERXOR  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Portsmouth,  8th  May,  1787.  8  May. 

Since  my  coming  down  I  am  informed  by  Major  Ross  that 
the  marines  who  were  embai'ked  at  Plymouth  were  told  by  huu 
that  they  were  to  be  victualled  in  the  usual  manner  after  they 
were  landed  in  New  South  Wales,  and  that   they  all  in  general 
expected  the  usual  allowance  of  wine  or  spirits.     He  likewise  in-  Spirits  for 
forms  me  that  he  understood  from  Lord  Howe  that  they  were  to  *'"= '"''■''"^s- 
have  such  an  allowance,  as  they  have  no  market  to  go  to,   and   I 
fear  mucli  discontent  amongst  the  garrison.     I  wish  such  an  allow- 
ance could  be  granted  them  ;  indeed,  I  fear  very  disagreeable  con-  Disagreeable 
sequences  if  they  have  not  tlie  same  allowance  of  spirits  in  the  ^^g^fj^g  ^j 
garrison  as  the  marines  and  seamen  are  allowetl  on  board  the  refusal. 

*  The  allowance  was  granted  for  three  years.      See  letter  from  Under  Secretary  Nepean, 
post,  p.  102. 
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Sirius,  and  they  certainly  were  told  they  should  be  victualled  in 
the  same  manner.     Spirits  may  be  purchased  in  the  Brazil. 

The  contractor  promises  that  everything  shall  be  on  board  next 
Thursday  ;  if  so,  I  shall  be  ready  to  sail  the  day  after. 

I  have  not  yet  received  either  the  character  of  the  convicts,  or 
the  letter  to  the  Vice-King.*  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  favor  me 
with  Lord  Sydney's  final  determination  respecting  the  allowance 
of  spirits.  Major  Ross  has  received  some  letters  from  the  marines, 
which  he  sends  to  the  Admiralty  by  this  day's  post. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Under  Secretary  Nepean  to  Goverxor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  10th  May,  1787. 

It  never  was  intended  that  the  marines,  after  landing  in  New 
South  Wales,  should  be  allowed  either  wine  or  spirits,  and  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  think  that  Major  Ross  must  have  mistaken  Lord 
Howe  upon  that  point,  for  in  the  estimate  of  victualling,  which  was 
delivered  in  with  the  original  plan,  it  was  particularly  expressed 
that  "the  usual  rations  should  be  given,  excepting  wine  and  spirits." 

Lord  Sydney  wishing,  however,  to  i*emove  every  possible  cause 
of  dissatisfaction,  has  desired  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  shall 
recommend  it  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  such  bills  as 
you  may  authorise  the  Commissary  to  draw  at  the  places  you  may 
touch  at  during  your  passage,  for  a  portion  of  wine  or  spirits 
sufficient  to  serve  the  marines  for  the  space  of  three  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time  it  must  be  understood  that  no 
further  supplies  of  that  sort  will  be  allowed.     I  am,  &c., 

Evan  Nepean. 


11  May. 

Contractors' 
bread. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sirius,  on  the  Motherbank, 
Dear  Sir,  11th  May,  1787. 

Since  my  letter  of  this  morning  I  have  seen  the  bread  which 
the  contractoi's  offered  for  the  convicts,  in  the  room  of  what  was 
to  be  baked,  and  which  could  not  have  been  ready  before  Monday. 
It  is  good,  tho'  coarse,  and  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  sent  on  board 
this  evening. 

The  order  Major  Ross  received  from  the  Admiralty  i-especting 
the  marines  has  the  following  words  :  To  be  properly  victualled 
by  a  Commissary.  On  this  they  grounded  their  letters  of  com- 
The  marines  plaint.  But  this  business  is  now  settled.  All  are  satisfied.  I 
satisfied.  return  you  Lord  Sydney's  letter,  and  hope  we  shall  not  give  you 
any  further  trouble.  Had  I  sailed  when  first  I  came  down  some 
of  the  ships  must  have  gone  short  of  water,  which  is  not  yet 
compleat,  but  will,  I  hope,  this  evening ;  and  we  must  likewise 

*  The  Portuguese  Governor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  at  which  port  the  fleet  was  to  put  in  for 
supplies. 
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have  left  all  the  necessaries  for   the  sick  behind  us  (they  not       1767 
coming  down  before  last  night),  as  well  as  a  great  deal  of  pro-     ii  May. 
visions.     In  fact,  it  was  not  possible  to  sail  before  this  day,  and  pgig^ 
now,  unfortunately,  the  wind  is  westerly,  and  blows  fresh.      The  shipping 
reason  the  contractor  assigns  for  not  having  the  provisions  on  i^'''^^^"^'^^- 
board  sooner  was  having  only  three  ovens  to  bake  the  bread,  and 
in  doing  which  he  has  lost  no  time  since  he  received  the  Navy 
Board's  order.     I  shall  not  lose  a  moment  after  there  is  the  least 
chance  of  getting  down  channel ;  on  that  you  may  depend. 

No  spirits  can  be  received  at  present  on  board  any  of  the  ships.  Spirits  to  be 
but  the  greatest  economy  will  be  used  in  purchasing  as  much  as  a^EnSi! 
the  ships  can  stow  when  in  the  Brazil,  where  it  is  reasonable. 

I  have  received  the  warrant  for  appointing  courts-martial,  the 
articles  of  war,  and  the  order  for  the  Commissary's  purchasing 
three  years'  spirits.  The  two  letters  for  the  Vice-King  and  the 
Governor  of  the  Cape  are  not  yet  received ;  but  I  must  beg  of 
you,  my  dear  sir,  to  point  out  to  the  Navy  Board  that  for 
women's  cloathes  I  have  no  resource,  and  desire  them  to  order  The  women's 
that  they  may  be  sent  down.  The  agent  for  the  transports,  who  clothing. 
has  corresponded  with  that  Board  on  this  subject,  says  he  has 
expected  them  for  some  time.  Be  assured  that  I  shall  not  wait 
a  single  hour  for  them  after  it  is  possible  to  sail.  I  had  desired 
that  the  Sirius  and  Supply,  armed  tender,  might  not  be  paid 
the  two  months'  advance  till  the  day  before  I  intended  to  sail, 
and  that  was  done  yesterday. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  send  you  my  lists  at  present  more 
correct  than  those  you  have  received  from  Major  Ross,  but  you 
shall  have  one  by  the  return  of  the  "  Hysena,"  for  I  hope  we 
shall  not  remain  here  long  enough  to  make  it  out,  as  it  will  take 
some  days  to  examine  the  different  ships. 

Once  more  I  take  my  leave  of  you,  fully  sensible  of  the  trouble  prospective 
you  have  had  in  this  business,  for  which  at  present  I  can  only  advantages, 
thank  you  ;  but  at  a  future  period,  when  this   country  feels  the 
advantages  that  are  to  be  drawn  from  our  intended  settlement, 
you  will  enjoy  a  satisfaction  that   will,  I   am  sure,   make  you 
ample  amends. 

Wishing  you  health, — •  I  remain,  (tc, 

■ A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Puillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Sir,  Sirius,  May  ll'th,  1787.  12  May. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  transports  having  on 
Friday  evening  compleated  their  pro\isions,  and  the  wind  this 
morning  coming  round  to  the  south-east,  I  made  the  signal  and 
got  under  weigh,  but  the  seamen  on  board  several  of  the  trans-  ^^  ^^^^ 
ports  refusing  to  get  their  ships  under  sail,  put  me  under  the  under  weigh. 
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disagreeable  necessity  of  ordering  eight  men  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  Fishburn ;  and  the  seamen  on  board  the  Alexander  refusing 
to  pi'oceed  to  sea  unless  they  were  paid  what  wages  were  then 
due  and  had  permission  to  go  on  shore,  and  that  when  I  was 
under  sail,  I  ordered  Capt.  de  Courcey  to  take  out  the  boatswain 
and  ten  men  from  that  ship,  and  replace  them  with  men  from  the 
Hya?na,  but  when  I  was  proceeding  to  St.  Hellen's,  finding  that 
two  of  the  ships  that  had  got  under  sail  anchored  at  Spithead, 
and  that  several  remained  at  anchor  on  the  Motherbank,  where  I 
had  desired  Capt.  de  Courcey  to  remain  till  they  were  all  under 
sail,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  anchor  between  the  buoys,  and 
this  morning  (Sunday)  having  a  fresh  breeze  at  S.E.  am  again 
under  sail,  and  hope  the  transports  will  follow,  but  they  ha^•e 
hitherto  behaved  very  ill. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  inform  their  Lordships  that  the  pro- 
visions and  water  on  board  the  transports  was  not  compleated 
till  yesterday,  which  jDrevented  our  sailing  sooner,  and  now  we 
leave  a  considerable  part  of  the  women's  cloathing  behind  us. 

Inclosed  is  the  state  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's  ship  under 
my  command.  I  have,  kc, 

A.  Phillip. 

Ma.tor  Koss  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

His  Maj's.  ship  Sirius,  Mother  Bank, 

Sir,  12th  May,  1787. 

You  will  please  to  inform  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  that  the  shijis  are  now  getting  under  sail,  with  a  fair 
wind,  and  that  I  have  not  time  to  comply  with  their  order  for  an 
effective  list  to  be  sent  in  the  correct  manner  I  wish  it,  but  that 
it  shall  be  sent  by  the  Hysena,  on  her  return*;  and  as  I  have 
discharged  from  the  detachment  all  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  private  men  who  are  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  received 
again,  and  the  commanding  officer  thinks  the  mode  correct  and 
proper,  all  of  them  belong  to  this  division,  and  have  not  contracted 
any  additional  debt  since  they  embarked,  I  hope  their  Lordships  will 
find  that  [the  list]  answer  the  purpose  untill  the  other  can  be  sent. 

I  have  likewise,  in  the  name  of-  the  whole  of  the  detachment, 
to  offer  to  their  Lordships  their  most  sincere  and  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  their  wonted  goodness  and  attention  to  everything 
that  could  I'ender  their  situation  comfortable,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  am  desired  to  assure  their  Lordships  that  if  a  most  strict 
and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  will  evince  their  gratitude 
they  shall  still  hope  for  a  continuance  of  their  protection. 

I  feel  myself  particularly  fortunate  in  joining  with  the  officers 
in  expressing  their  sense  of  the  honour  their  Lordships  hav6  done 
us  by  the  very  particular  and  flattering  attention  which  they  have 
been  pleased  to  pay  to  us  on  all  occasions.     I  am,  ifec, 

R.  Ross,  Major. 

*  Post,  p.  T06. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens.*  1787 

Sirius  ;  latitude,  47°  57';  longitude,  12^  14'  30", 

►^ii',  May  20th,  1787.         20  May. 

You  will  please  to  inform  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  that  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  under  my  command, 
with  the  Supply,  armed  tender,  and  the  transports  intended  for 
the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  being  nearly  one  hundred  leagues 
distant  from  the  entrance  of  the  English  Channel,  I  have,  pur- 
suant to  their  Lordships'  orders,  directed  Capt.  de  Courcey  to 
return  to  Plymouth,  sending  dispatches  by  him  for  the  Right  Despatches; 
Hon'ble  Lord  Sydney. 

And  you  will,  sir,  inform  their  Loixlships  that  the  Fishburn 
having  left  five  of  her  people  on  shore,  and  Caj^t.  de  Courcey 
having  assisted  her  with  three  men,  who  the  master  has  requested  Transfers. 
may  remain,  I  have  given  Capt.  de  Courcey  orders  to  discharge 
them  from  the  Hyaena,  it  being  with  his  consent  and  that  of  the 
people's  that  the  master  of  the  Fishburn  has  made  this  request. 

Nothing  particular  has  happened  since  we  sailed  from  Ports- 
mouth. 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  the  state  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Sirius,  but  there  is  too  much  sea  to  send  on  Ijoard  the  Supply  Sirius. 
for  her  weekly  account,  or  to  get  any  return  of  the  marines  or 
convicts  from  the  diiFerent  transports.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  ISTepean.I 
Dear  Sir,  Sirius,  May  20th,  1787. 

As  we  are  now  nearly  one  hundred  leagues  clear  of  the 
Channel,  the  Hyaena  leaves  us  this  evening  to  return  to  Plymouth,  The  Channel 
Jjut  the  sea  runs  too  high  to  send  on  board  the  different  tians-  '■'''^'■'^''• 
ports  to  get  any  particular  account  of  the  state  of  the  convicts. 
r  have,  therefore,  only  to  repeat  what  I  said  in  my  last  from  the 
Motherbank,  that  a  great  joart  of  the  women's  cloathing  was  not  ciothintr 
come  down  from  London  when  we  sailed,  nor  did  I  receive  the  '*""  ''ehind. 
letters  for  the  Vice-King.     The  Provost-Martial,  who  had  not  been  a  nu.ssin- 
.since  seen  for  a  considerable  time  before  we  sailed,  is  left  behind.  Mai^hai. 
As  it  will  be  very  necessary  to  have  such  an  officer  on  the  spot, 
I  have  ordered  Mr.  Henry  Brewer  to  act  as  such,  and  shall  be 
glad  if  he  is  approved  of.     I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  last  returns, 
and  shall  send  you  a  more  particular  account  fi-ctm  TenerifF.     At 
present  our  motion  is  such  that  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  sit  at 
tal)le,  but  the  weather  is  good,  and  tho'  the  Charlotte  and  Lady 
Penrhyii  sail  very  badly,  the  clearing  the  Channel  is  one  great  All  ditti- 
point  gained,  and  with  which   I  look   on   all  our  difficultys   as  ".fj.ui.'''' 
<'iided.  T  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
Latt.,  47°  57'.     Long.,  12°  14'  30".     AVind,  W.  by  N. 

*  Sent  by  the  Hyccna.  t  A  private  letter,  sent  by  the  Hya;na. 
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20  May. 


A  convict 
plot. 


Return  by  Major  Ross.* 

One  Major,  2  Captains,  2  Captain-Lieutenants,  9  First  Lieuten- 
ants, 3  Second  Lieutenants,  1  Adjutant,  1  Quarter-master,  1  Judge- 
Advocate,  12  sergeants,  12  corporals,  8  drummers,  160  privates. 

Major  C ominanding  : — Robert  Ross. 

Captains  : — James  Campbell  and  John  Sliea. 

Captain- Lieutenants  : — James  Meredith  and  Watkin  Tench. 

First  Lieutenants: — James  Maxwell,  John  Creswell,  John 
Poulden,  John  Johnstone,  James  Maitland  Shairp,  George  Johnston, 
Robert  Kellow,  Thomas  Davey,  Thomas  Timins. 

Second  Lieutenants : — Ralph  Clarke,  William  Faddy,  William 
Collins. 
Adjutant  Second  Lieutenant : — John  Long. 

Quarter-master  First  Lieutenant : — James  Furzer. 

Judge-Advocate : — David  Collins. 

Total,  20. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.I 
My  Dear  Sir,  Sirius,  May  20th,  1787. 

Since  I  sealed  my  letters  I  have  received  a  report  from  the 
officers  on  board  the  Scarborough  respecting  the  convicts,  who,  it  is 
said,  have  formed  a  scheme  for  taking  possession  of  the  ship.  J  I  have 
order'd  the  ringleaders  on  b'd  the  Sirius,  and  should  not  mention 
the  affair  at  this  moment,  as  I  have  no  time  to  enter  into  par- 
ticulars, but  that  I  suppose  it  will  be  mention'd  in  letters  from 
that  ship.  I  did  intend  to  write  to  Lord  Sydney,  but  it  is  late, 
and  I  wish  the  boats  on  board  the  different  ships.  You  may 
assure  his  Lordship  of  my  respects,  and  tell  him  the  reason  that 
prevents  my  writing  to  him.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Compliments  and  good  wishes  to  Mr.  T.  Townshend.§ 


5  June. 

At  Santa 
Cruz. 

Improved 
health  of  the 
convicts. 


Amm'nition 
forgotten. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.|| 

Sirius,  at  S'ta  Crux  [Teneriffe], 
My  Lord,  June  5th,  1787. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  LordshijD  that  I  anchored 
here  the  3rd  inst.,  with  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command, 
the  Supply  tender,  store-ships,  and  transports.  By  the  inclosed 
list  your  Lordship  will  see  that  the  convicts  are  not  so  sickly  as 
when  we  sailed,  and  while  we  remain  here  the  Commissary  will  be 
able  to  procure  them  fresh  meat  at  a  very  moderate  expence. 

I  understood  when  the  marines,  who  were  to  form  the  garrison, 
were  embarked  that  they  would  be  furnished  with  ammunition  : 

*  Sent  by  the  Hysena.ante,  p.  104. 
t  A  private  letter,  sent  by  the  Hyaena. 
i  See  letter  from  Pliillip  to  Nepeaii.     Post,  p.  108. 

§  The  Hon.  John  Thomas  Townshend,  Lord  Sydney's  son.     At  the  time  this  letter  was 
■written  he  was  one  of  the  Under  Secretaries  of  the  Home  Department. 
II  A  similar  despatch  was  sent  to  the  Admiralty. 
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but  since  we  sailed  find  that  they  were  only  supplied  with  what       1787 
was  necessary  for  immediate  service  while  in  port,  and  we  have      5  june. 
neither  musquet  balls  noi-  paper  for  musquet  cartridges,  nor  have 
we  any  armourer's  tools  to  keep  small  arms  in  repair. 

I  am  therefore  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  The  women's 
give  orders  that  those  articles  may  be  sent  out  by  the  first  ship,  again.  " 
and  for  which,  as  well  as  for  the  women's  cloathing  that  was  left 
behind,  we  shall  be  much  distressed.     I  hope  the  transports  will 
be  able  to  compleat  their  water  by  the  9th,  and  shall  not  lose  an 
hour  after  that  is  done.  I  have,  ifec, 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 
State  of  the  Sick  Convicts  and  Marines,  June  4,  1787. 
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Total  number  sick,  81.     *  Since  May  13, 


John  White. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Sta.  Crux,  5th  June,  1787. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  I  anchored  hero 

the  third,  late  in  the  evening,  and  by  the  returns,  made  to  Lord 

Sydney,  you  will  see  that  the  convicts  are  in  a  bettei'  state  than 

when  we  sailed. 

The   procuring   fresh    meat    being  al)solutely    necessary,    and  purchase  ot 
wishing  that  it  should  be  done  with  as  little  expence  to  Govern-  fresh  meat. 
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1787       ment  as  possible,  I  have  ordered  bread  to  be  issued  to  the  marines 
G  June,     and  convicts  from  the  store-ships,  for  it  could  not  be  got  here 
but  at  a  very  high  price.     The  butter  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
garrison  will  be  good  for  very  little,  and  much  wasted  before  we 
Butter.         land,  from  being  in  single  firkins.     A  proportion  of  butter  I  have 
therefore  ordered  also  to  be  served  while  Ave  remain  here,  and  by 
which  means  the  marines  and  convicts  will  have  fresh  provisions 
at  a  less  expense  to  Government  (including  the  value  of  the  biscuit 
and  butter)  than  if  they  had  continvied  on  salt  provisions. 
No  As  we  have  sailed  without  either  musquet  cartridges  for  the 

lepaiiiny       use  of  the  garrison,  or  paper  or  ball  to  make  them,  we  shall  have 
tools.  none  but  what  little  the  Sirius  can  supply.     This  I  have  men- 

tioned in  my  letter  to  Lord  Sydney.  Nor  have  we  any  tools  to 
keep  the  small  arms  in  repair,  the  want  of  which  will  put  us  to 
many  inconveniences. 

In  my  letters  by  the  Hytena  I  mentioned  the  apprehensions 
the  officers  on  board  the  tScarborough  were  under,  and  tho'  I 
did  not  then  think  they  had  reason  to  be  seriously  alarmed.  As 
some  of  the  convicts  had  behaved  very  ill,  two  of  the  supposed 
ringleaders  were  ordered  on  board  the  Sirius,  punished,  and 
then  sent  on  board  tho  Prince  of  Wales,  where  they  still  remain. 
Good  Iii  general,  the  convicts  have  behaved  well.    I  saw  them  all  yester- 

behaviour  of  jg^y  f^j,  ^]^p  fjj.y^  time.     They  are  quiet  and  contented,  tho'  there 

the  convicts.         J  -^  -,  \,-,    . 

are  amongst  them  some  compleat  villains. 

I  shall  sail  the  moment  the  transports  have  compleated  their 
water,  and  hope  that  will  be  done  by  Saturday  or  Sunday.  The 
Sj^auish  packet  that  sails  this  afternoon  gives  me  this  oppoi'tunity 
of  writing,  and  I  shall  leave  duplicates  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
next  conveyance,  as  it  will  be  a  very  considerable  time  after  this 
before  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  again. 

As  the  store-ships  cannot  receive  any  more  wine  for  the  gar- 
rison, spirits  will  be  procured  for  them  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
^'^J""«-  Sir,  Sta.  Crux,  10th  June,  1787. 

I  enclose  duplicates  of  my  letters  of  the  5th  inst.,  since 
which  nothing  has  occurred  that  merits  notice.  The  marines  and 
A  week's  convicts  have  had  six  days'  fresh  provisions,  and  a  bill  has  been 
drawn  on  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  the  expence,  which 
amounted  to  seventy-six  pounds  one  shilling  and  nine-pence.  The 
marines  received  every  day  one  pound  of  bread,  one  pound  of 
beef,  and  a  pint  of  wine.  The  convicts  every  day  three-quarters 
of  a  pound  of  beef  and  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  bread. 
The  list  enclosed  will  show  the  numbers  victualled. 


fresh 
provisions, 
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As  the  transports  will  have  all  their  water  compleat  this  eve- 
ning, I  shall  sail  in  the  morning,  and  have  the  honour  to  be  with 
great  esteem,  A.  Phillip. 

P.S. — Three  firkins  of  butter  were  issued  in  the  six  days  to  the 
marines  and  convicts. 

[Enclosure.] 

State  of  the  Garrison  and  Convicts  that  are  on  board  the 

ti'ansports,  June  10th,  1787, 

Marines,  including  officers 

Mai-ines'  wives     

Do.       children 
Chaplain  and  wife 
Surveyor-General 
Surgeon  and  assistants 
Servants  ... 
Men  convicts 
Women  convicts 
Children  ... 


1787 
10  June. 


Number  victualled 

Convicts  dead  since  they  were  embarked 

Convict  children  do.  do. 

llecd.  .H.  M.  's  jjardon  before  the  ship  left  England 


197 

28 

17 
2 

1 
5 
2 

558 

192 

13 


Marines. 


1,015 


21 
3 


Convicts. 


LlEUTEKAXT  Bligh  TO  SiR  JosEPii  Banks. — (Banks  Papers.) 
No.  4,  Broad-street,  St.  George's,  East, 
Sir,  August  6,  1787.  6  Aug-. 

I  arrived  yesterday  from  Jamaica,  and  should  have  in- 
stantly paid  my  respects  to  you  had  not  Mr.  Campbell  told  me  you 
were  not  to  return  from  the  country  untill  Thursday.  I  have  heard 
the  flattering  news  of  your  great  goodness  to  me,  intending  to 
lionor  me  with  the  command  of  the  vessel  which  you  propose  to  go  Captain 
to  the  South  Seas,*  for  which,  after  offering  you  my  most  grateful  the^Bouiity. 
thanks,  I  can  oidy  assure  you  I  shall  endeavour,  and  I  hope 
succeed,  in  deserving  such  a  trust.  I  await  your  conmiands,  and 
am,  with  the  sincerest  respect,  Yours,  &c., 

Wm.  Bligii. 


GovERxoR  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

My  Lord,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  2d  September,  1787.  2  Sept. 

Having  sailed  from  TenerifFo  the  lOtli  of  June,  T  anchored  The  Fleet 
off  this  harbour  the  5th  of  this  month,!  of  which  I  had  the  honour  '^^  ^^'"■ 
of  informing  your  Lordship  by  a  ship  that  past  us,  and  the  6th 
in  the  evening  anchored  in  the  harbour  with  the  tender,  store- 
ships,  and  transports. 

I  inclose  returns  of  the  detachment  and  of  the  convicts,  who,  as 
well  as  the  officers  and  seamen  belonging  to  the  ship,  continue 
very  healthy. 


•  The  Bounty. 


t  As  in  MS.    The  correct  date  s  5th  Aug  st. 


110 


HISTOmCAL    RECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 


1787 

2  Sept. 


King. 


more 
healthy. 


In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Nepean  I  have  mentioned  particulars  respect- 
ing the  provisions,  spirits,  &c.,  procured  here,  and  I  have  the  honour 
Kindness  of  ^^  assuring  your  Lordship  that  every  little  assistance  we  have 
the  Vice-      wanted  in  this  port  has  been  most  readily  granted  by  the  Vice- 
Iving,*and  to  whomlfeel  myself  under  particularobligations  forthe 
attention  he  has  shown  to  me  and  the  officers  under  my  command. 
The  convicts  have  been  very  plentifully  supply'd  with  fresh 
provisions,  and  that  at  a  small  expense,  three-pence  three-farths. 
a  head  pr.  day,  all  expenses  included.     The  allowance  of  meat  to 
The  convicts  the  convicts  has  been  twenty  ounces  every  day,  and  they  are 
much  healthier  than  when  we  left  England.     Only  fifteen  convicts 
and  one  marine's  child  have  died  since  we  sailed  from  Spithead. 
I  hope  to  sail  to-morrow,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

[Enclosure.] 

General  Return  of  the  four  Companies  of  Marines  detach'd  to 
serve  in  the  settlement  in  New  South  Wales,  September  the  1st, 
1787  :— 

Fit  for  Duty : — 1  Major-Commandant,  2  Captains,  2  Captain- 
Lieutenants,  9  First  Lieutenants,  3  Second  Lieutenants,  1  Qr.- 
master,  1  Judge- Advocate,  12  Serjeants,  12  Corporals,  8  Drum- 
mers, 160  Privates. 

Major-Commandant : — Robert  Ross. 

Ca'ptains  : — James  Campbell  and  John  Shea. 

Captain-Lieutenants  : — James  Meredith,  Watkin  Tench,  James 
Maxwell,  George  Johnstone,  John  Cresswell,  and  Robert  Kellow. 

First  Lieutenants : — John  Poulden,  John  Johnstone,  James 
Maitland  Shairp,  Thomas  Davey,  Thomas  Timins. 

Second  Lieutenants : — William  Faddy  and  William  Collins. 

Assistant  Second  Lieutenant : — John  Long. 

Qr. -master  First  Lieutenant : — James  Furzer. 

Judge-Advocate  : — David  Collins. 

R.  Ross,  Major. 

[Enclosure.] 

Return  of  the  male  and  female  convicts   and   their  children. 
Convicts.  September  the  1st,  1787  :— 


1  Sept. 


Marines. 


Male. 

Female. 

Children. 

Number  on  board  the 
Transports. 

Male. 

Female. 

552 

190 

7 

7 

756 

*  Don  Luis  de  Varconcellos,  the  Portuguese  Governor. 
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[Enclosure.] 
Report  of  Sick,  30tli  August.,  1787, 


1787 

30  Aug. 
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Total  sick,  81.                    Total  dead  since  13th  of  May,  1787     ... 

16 

John  White. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  >Secretary  ISTepean. 

Siriu.s,  2nd  September,  1787,  2  Sept. 

Dear  Sir,  Rio  Janeiro. 

By  my  letters  of  the  5th  and  10th  of  June  from  Sta.  Recapitula- 
Crux  I  liad  the  honor  of  informing  you  of  the  impossibility  of 
receiving  any  wine  on  board  fur  the  use  of  the  garrison,  that 
the  marines  and  convicts  received  six  days'  fresh  provisions,  and 
that  the  Commissary  had  drawn  for  £76  Is.  9d.,  the  expences  at 
that  port.      I  likewise  mentioned  the  slops  for  the  women  not 
being  sent  down  before  we  sailed,  and  the  want  of  musket-balLs  Anununi- 
and  paper  cartridges  for  the  use  of  the  garrison,  as  likewise  tools  tools!'" 
to  keep  the  small  arms  in  repair ;  those  articles  will,  I  hope,  be 
sent  out  in  the  ship  that  goes  for  the  bi"ead-fruit.* 

The   Provost-Martial   havinsr   remained  in  England,  I  recom-  Provost- 
mended  Mr.  Henry  Brewer  as  a  proper  person  to  fill  that  post,       ""^  *" 
and  I  shall  order  him  to  do  the  duty  till  I  receive  instructions  on 
that  head. 

With  respect  to  the  women's  cloathing,  it  was  made  of  very  Defective 
slight  material,  most  too  small,  and  in  general  came  to  pieces  in  a  clothing. 


*  The  Bounty. 
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2  Sept. 

Port  Praj'ii 
avoided. 


Rio. 


Purchase  of 
rum. 


Fresh 

provisions 

plentiful. 


Spirits. 


Cheap 

victualling 


The  price  of 
spirits. 


Wine. 


A  suhstitute 
for  bread. 


Musket-balls 
purchased. 


few  weeks.     If  materials  are  sent  out,  it  will  be  much  cheaper  to 
Government,  and  the  cloaths  will  be  better  made. 

A  few  vegetables  could  be  procured  at  Sta.  Crux.  I  should 
have  stop'd  for  twenty-four  hours  at  Port  Priiya,  but  when  off 
that  port  light  airs  of  wind  and  a  strong  current  making  it 
probable  some  of  the  ships  might  not  get  in,  I  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  attempt  it. 

We  anchored  off  Rio  Janeiro  the  5th  of  this  month  [August], 
of  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  informing  you  by  a  ship  that 
past  us,  and  the  6th  in  the  evening  got  into  the  harbour  with  the 
Supply  tender,  store-ships,  and  transports. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  saying  that  every  assistance  we  have 
wanted  in  this  port  has  been  most  readily  granted. 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  pipes  of  rum  has  been  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  garrison,  when  landed,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
detachment  at  this  port. 

The  marines  and  convicts  have  had  fresh  provisions  since  in 
port,  and  as  I  found  at  Teneriffe  that  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
of  beef  was  not  sufficient  for  a  convict  for  the  day,  and  that  no 
butter  or  cheese  could  be  procured  here,  the  beef  being  exceeding 
good  and  very  cheap,  I  ordered  each  person  victualled  by  the 
Commissary  a  pound  and  a  quarter  of  beef  and  a  pound  of  rice, 
and  to  the  children  of  the  marines  and  convicts  three-quarters  of 
a  pound  of  meat  and  a  pound  of  rice,  with  vegetables,  every  day. 

The  marines  and  their  wives  have  had  the  usual  quantity  of 
spirits.  The  allowance  for  the  convicts  when  at  sea  being  so  small 
was  the  reason  I  ordered  them  while  in  port  the  same  allowance 
as  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  garrison,  spirits  excepted. 
The  victualling  all  those  who  ai-e  under  the  inspection  of  the  Com- 
missary, including  fixing  and  every  other  expense,  amounts  to  no 
more  than  3|d.  a  head  per  day. 

Wine  is  not  to  be  bought  at  present  but  from  those  who  retail 
it,  there  being  none  in  store,  consequently  is  dearer  than  in  general  ; 
and  the  rum  on  our  coming  in,  there  being  little  in  the  place,  rose 
more  than  five-and-twenty  per  cent. 

Thirty  pipes  of  wiiae  is  the  quantity  that  was  ordered  for  the  hos- 
pital, but  for  the  above  reasons  only  15  pipes  have  been  purchased. 

One  hundred  sacks  of  casada  has  been  purchased,  which  will  be 
issued  to  the  convicts  when  the  bread  is  expended,  and  will  be 
cheaper  to  Government ;  it  costs  only  1  ff  0  20  —  5s.  8|d.,  and  the 
sacks  being  of  strong  Russia,  will  be  used  hereafter  in  cloathing 
the  convicts,  many  of  whom  are  nearly  naked. 

As  the  Vice-King  offered  anything  the  King's  stores  furnished 
that  might  be  wanted,  ten  thousand  musquet-balls  has  been  pur- 
chased from  the  arsenal,  the  Sirius  not  being  able  to  supply  the 
garrison  with  a  sufficient  quantity  to  serve  till  ball  might  be  sent 
from  England. 
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Befoi'e  we  sailed  from  Portsmouth  two  medicine-chests  were       1787 
titted  for  the  transports  that  had  none,  and  at  TeneriiFe  soap  was      2  Sept. 
bought  to  repay  what  the  convicts  had  received  before  we  sailed  Medicine- 
frora  England  from  the  marines.     These  articles  and  some  few  chests  and 
others  were  too  trifling  to  draw  for  on  the  Treasury,  and  were  paid  ^°^^' 
by  me. 

Some  expenses  have  now  attended  the  procuring  seeds  and  plants 
that  could  not  be  purchased,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  satisfy 
those  people  whose  store  we  have  occupied  with  some  tents  that  Expenses  on 
have  been  damaged  and  sent  on  shore  to  air,  and  where  we  have  ^^°'^*^' 
had  officers  and  men  since  we  have  been  here,  with  the  timekeeper 
and  the  necessary  instruments  to  determine  its   rate  of  going, 
as  likewise  the  captain  of  the  port,  with  his  boat's  crew,  who,  the 
day  we  came  in,  attended  to  give  any  assistance  the  transports 
might  want,  we  then  having  only  a  light  air  of  wind,  and  this  I 
do  having  refused  the  paying  the  customary  fees,  which  are  paid 
by  their  own  merchant's  ships,  as  well  as  strangers.     It  is  three 
pounds  twelve  shillings  on  coming  in,  the  same  on  going  out,  and  Port 
five  shillings  and  sixpence  a  day  while  they  remain  at  anchor  in  the  ''^^'"S'^^- 
port.     This  was  demanded  for  the  transports,  but  never  insisted  on, 
after  I  had  said  it  could  not  be  paid,  as  the  ships  had  King's  stores 
on  board.     And  as  these  are  such  as  do  not  permit  vouchers,  I 
have  not  thought  it  right  to  order  the  Commissary  to  pay  them, 
Imt  have  drawn  on  the  Treasury  for  £135,  which  will  besutficient 
for  the  whole.     It  is  little  more  than  half  the  sum  that  must  have 
been  paid  for  the  store,  had  it  been  hired. 

With  respect  to  the  convicts,  they  have  been  all  allowed  the  Convicts 
liberty  of  the  deck  in  the  day,   and  many  of  them  during  the  deck^*^*^"" 
night,  which  has  kept  them  much  healthier  than  could  have  been 
expected. 

It  has  been  necessary  that  the  store-ships  might  receive  the 
spirits  to  move  part  of  the  pi'ovisions  from  them  into  the  trans- 
ports, and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  what  with  some  of  the  provisions 
l)eing  in  very  slight  casks,  and  very  little  attention  having  been  paid 
to  the  stowage,  we  have  had  much  trouble  in  moving  the  casks,  and  provisions 
some  tents  and  slops  that  were  only  in  wrappers  were  damaged,  'iii'iased. 
I  fear  many  articles  will  be  destroyed  before  they  are  landed,  and 
which  it  is  not  now  possible  to  prevent. 

Ojily  fifteen  convicts  and  one  marine's  child  have  died  since  we  Deaths, 
left  England. 

I  have  been  able  to  procure  all  such  fruits  and  plants  as  I  Fniitiices 
think  likely  to  thrive  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  particu-  '"'^* ''''*"'''• 
larly  the  coffee,  Indigo,  cotton,  and  cochineal. 

I  hope  to  sail  to-morrow,  as  I  only  wait  for  the  accounts  to  be 
settled  with  the  contractor,  and  ha\  e,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
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1787  Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 

2  Sept.  Dear  Nepean,  R,io  Janeiro,  Sept.  2nd,  1787. 

Proposed  This  is  my  last  letter,  as  I  hope  to  sail  to-morrow.     You 

a^aTnst^""     know  how  much  I  was  interested  in  the  intended  expedition 
Monte  against  Monte  Vedio,  and  that  it  was  said  that  the  Spaniards 

'  ^"^  had  more  troops  than  I  supposed.      The  following  account  I  have 

from  a  person  who  was  there  all  the  war,  and  I  am  certain  that 
the  account  is  exact : — 

One  Regiment  under         ...  ...  ...  700 

Four  Companys  of  Artillery  ...  ...  400 

Dragoons      ...           ..         ...  ...  ...  400 

Two  Battalions  of  Infantry  ...  ...  700 

These  were  divided  on  the  north  and  south  shores,   and  in 
different  towns.     Monte  Vedio  would  not  have  been  defended,  as 
half  these  troops  could  not  have  been  drawn  together.     Of  this 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the  Lords  Sydney  and  Lands- 
down  ;  it  will  corroborate  what  I  mentioned  before  I  left  town. 
Exchange  of       The  2 1st  being  the  Prince  of  Portugal's  birthday,  and  theVice- 
coinpii-         King  receiving  the  compliments  of  all  the  officers,   I  waited  on 
him  with  those   I  had  presented  to  him  on  our  arrival.     The 
Sirius  fired  21  guns,  having  the  flag  of  Portugal  hoisted  at  the 
fore-topmast-head,  and  the  Union  at  the  mizen.     He  seemed  much 
pleased  with  this  compliment,  and  we  part  perfectly  satisfied  with 
Earthquake,  each  other.     Three  slight  shocks  of  an  earthquiake  have  been  felt 
at  Trinadade,  where  the  Portuguese  still  keep  a  small  garrison. 

T  did  intend  to  send  you  your  wine  and  Lord  Sydney's  by  this 
ship,  but  now  think  it  will  be  better  to  let  it  go  the  voyage  and 
send  it  by  Shortland. 

You  will,  my  dear  sir,  remember  me  to  your  colleagues,  and 
believe  me,  &c.,  A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sirius,  2nd  September,  1787. 
Sir,  Rio  Janeiro. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Plight  Hon'ble  the  Lords 

i^i"-  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I  sailed  iv(»n  Sta.  Crux  the 

1 0th  of  June,  and  when  off  Port  Praya  intended  to  have  anchored 
for  twenty-four  hours  in  order  to  procure  vegetables  for  the  people, 
but  light  airs  of  wind,  and  a  strong  current  setting  to  the  S.W., 
making  it  doubtful  if  all  the  ships  would  be  able  to  get  in,  I  bore 
away,  and  the  5th  of  August  anchored  off  this  harbour  with  the 
Supply,  tender,  store-ships,  and  transports,  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  informing  their  Lordships  by  a  ship  that  past  us  for 
Lisbon.      We  got  into  the  harbour  the  6th. 

Repairs.  The  Sirius,  since  we  came  in,  has  had  the  spar  and  gun  decks 

caulked,  and  which  was  absolutely  necessary,,  the  spar  deck  having 
never  been  caulked  more  than  once,  and  both  decks  leaked  very  badly. 

*  A  private  letter. 
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Lieutenant  Ball  having  reported  the  Supply  as  having  too  much       1787 
head  sail,  and  requested  that  two  feet  might  he  taken  from  the      2  Sept. 
fore  yard,  and  a  cloth  out  of  the  fore  sail,  and  that  a  reef  might 
be  taken  from  the  fore  topsail,   and  the  topmast  shortened,    I 
haA'e  ordered  it  to  be  done.     The  foretop,  which  was  rotten,  has 
been  repaired,   and  the  main  deck  caulked.     The  master  of  the  The  master 
Sirius,   Mr.  Micah  Morton,   having  unfortunately  been  ruptured  disabled. 
from  an  accident  he  met  with  in  unmooring  the  ship  at  Sta.  Crux, 
has  never  been  able  to  do  any  duty  since  we  left  that  port,  and 
the  surgeon  having  repi^esented  to  me  that  there  did  not  appear 
any  probability  of  his  being  able  to  return  to  his  duty,  I  ordered 
the  surgeons  of  the  Sirius  and  Supply,  with  the  surgeon  of  the  in- 
tended settlement,  to  survey  him  ;  by  their  report,  which  I  inclose, 
their  Lordships  will  see  the  necessity  of  sending  him  home,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  their  Lordships  that  I  have  always  found  him 
a  very  sober  diligent  officer. 

Mr.  James  Keltie.a  master  in  the  Navy,  who  left  England  as  mate  His 
of  the  Fishburn,  has  replaced  Mr.  Morton  as  master  of  the  Sirius. 

A  midshipman,  likewise,  in  the  course  of  the  voyage  having  met  a  midship- 
with  a  similar  accident,  and  the  surgeon  thinking  by  his  returning  hJf^e!*^" 
to  England  he  might  be  cured,  I  have  discharged  him  from  the 
Sirius,  and  he  returns  with  the  master  in  a  ship  that  has  been  to  the 
southward  on  the  whale  fishery  and  has  put  into  this  port  to  repair. 

I  likewise  discharge  a  midshipman,  and  who  returns  to  England 
in  the  same  ship,  on  account  of  a  venereal  complaint  which  being  Another 

11.,.,,,  ^  *  (lischaiged. 

long  neglected  is  not  likely  to  be  cured  at  sea. 

The  time-keeper  has  been  put  on  shore  under  the  care  of  Lieu-  Xme- 
tenaut  Dawes  with  the  instruments  necessary  to  detei'mine  its  rate    '^^P^''" 
of  going,  which  since  we  left  England  appears  to  have  been  very 
regular;  it  loses  at  present  only  0.95"  more  in  the  twenty -four  hours 
than  it  did  at  Portsmouth,  when  it  lost  1.35"  in  that  time. 

Rum  has  been  purchased  here  for  the  garrison  when  landed.  Rum. 
The  transports  are  now  ready  for  sea,   and   I  intend  sailing  to- 
morrow.    I  inclose  the  state  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Sirius  and  the  Supply,  tender,  with  retuins  of  the  detachment  and 
convicts,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  their  Lordships,  that 
every  assistance  we  wanted  has  been  most  readily  granted  by  the 
Vice-King.    You  will,  sir,  likewise  inform  their  Lordships  that  the 
port  charges,  which  is  three  pounds  twelve  shillings,  paid  by  all 
merchant  ships  coming  in,   and  the  same  going  out  of  port,   with 
five  shillings  and  sixpence   a  day  while  they   remain  here,   was  port 
demanded  for  the  store-ships  and  transports,  but  not  insisted  on  '-•harfe'es. 
when  I  objected  to  its  being  paid  as  they  were  ships  employed  by 
Government. 

Only  fifteen  convicts  and  one  marine's  child  have  died  since  we  Deaths, 
left  England.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 


Drafts 
on  the 
Treasiiin 


My  Dear  Nepean,  Rio,  September  3,  1787. 

I  have  been  prevented  sailing  this  morn'g  from  the  accounts 
not  being  yet  finally  settled,  that  is,  the  vouchers  not  yet  sent  off. 
I  sail  to-morrow,  and  at  the  Cape  shall  have  more  time,  for  here, 
as  the  only  one  that  understands  the  language,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  be  linguist  and  Commissary.  By  the  master  of  the  Sirivis  you 
will  have  some  private  as  well  as  public  letters  ;  and  by  a  ship 
going  to  Lisbon  you  will  receive  this  and  copies  of  my  public 
letters  sent  by  the  master,  who,  as  he  met  with  his  accident  in 
doing  his  duty  on  board  the  ship,  will,  I  hope,  get  some  little 
Politeness  of  provision.  I  have  told  you  in  one  of  my  letters  how  far  the  V.- 
yr^  K-  cr  King  (the  same  who  was  here  when  I  past  for  India)  has  carried 
"'  his  politeness,  and  that  tho'  I  desired  much  to  be  reed,  here  as 
the  capt.  of  the  Sirius  only,  and  for  which  I  had  a  particular 
reason,  he  refused  my  request,  and  gave  it  out  in  orders  that  I 
reed,  the  same  honor  as  himself,  that  is,  as  Capt.-General.  This 
has  prevented  my  having  any  house  on  shore,  and  that  for  obvious 
reasons.  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  to  Mr.  Rose  why  I  have 
drawn  on  the  Treasury  for  ,£135.  The  little  matters  paid  by  me 
when  the  ships  were  at  Portsmouth,  and  the  expences  here  in 
procuring  seeds  and  plants  that  are  not  publicly  sold,  could  not 
be  paid  for  by  the  Commissary,  nor  would  any  satisfaction  have 
been  received  from  him  for  the  island,  as  the  Patrao  Mor  and  his 
people.!  To  have  hired  a  store  on  the  island  would  have  been 
more  than  the  whole  sum.  The  things  have  been  granted  as 
favors,  but  returns  expected,  and  I  made  them  first  at  my  own 
expence,  till  I  found  I  was  a  hundred  pounds  out  of  pocket,  and 
then  thought  that  Government  had  not  been  so  very  liberal  to 
me  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  pay  such  a  compliment.  I  have 
been  very  unwilling  to  send  Wrotten  home,  but  the  young  man 
since  he  met  with  the  accident  has  been  anxious  to  return,  and  is 
not  so  steady  as  might  be  expected  for  his  age.  Powell  |  is  a  very 
good  young  man,  and  improves  very  much.  If  I  can  preserve 
the  seeds  and  plants  procured  here,  I  shall  be  very  indifFereni. 
about  those  articles  at  the  Cape.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  will  receive 
from  the  master  a  small  box  that  contains  some  plants  he  was 
very  anxious  to  procure.  The  rams  are  in  good  health,  and  my 
breeding  sows,  as  well  as  the  ladys,  seem  well  calculated  for  the 
end  proposed.  I  intend  making  a  very  short  stay  at  the  Cape,  as 
the  ships  are  now  in  much  better  order  than  when  they  left 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  health  and  happiness  attend 


Wi"otten. 


Fowell. 


The  live 
stock. 


England. 


*  A  private  letter. 

t  The  letter  at  this  point  is  not  clear.  The  island  referred  to  is  Enchados,  a  small 
island  in  the  harbour,  upon  which  Lieutenant  Dawes  and  two  assistants  landed  for  the 
purpose  of  checking  the  chronometer  and  making:  astronomical  observations.  Collins, 
vol.  i,  p.  xxii.     "Patrao  Mor"  signifies  the  intendant  or  captain  of  the  port. 

J  Lieut.  Fowell,  of  H.M.S.  Sirius 
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you  and  your  good  little  woman  and  child.     Tell  Pollock  this  is       1787 
not  a  country  for  shells,  and  remember  me  to  that  family.  3  Sept. 

Yours,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Lieutenant  Bligii  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.   (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  Bounty,  Spithead,  Monday,  5th  Nov.,  1787.  5  Nov. 

I  have  been  very  anxious  to  acquaint  you  of  my  arrival 
here,  which  I  have  now  accomplished  with  some  risk.      I  anchored 
here  last  night,  after  being  drove  on  the  coast  of  France  in  a  very 
heavy  gale.      However,  by  persevering,  I  am  now  in  readyness,  or 
will  be  in  three  days,  to  receive  my  final  orders.     I  once  before    , 
made  an  attempt  to  get  here,*  but  was  glad  to  go  into  the  Downs  Bounty, 
again,  altho'  of  all  other  places  it  is  one  of  the   most   disagree- 
able to   be  in.      I  think   I  cannot  have  much  worse  weather  in 
going  round  Cape  Horn,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  tell  you  I  think 
the  ship  very  capable,  f     This  also  is  another  consolation  to  me,  for  ^ ,.  eapable" 
iny  ideas  of  making  a  ship  fit  for   sea  and  of  those  above  were  ship. 
very  different,  and  my  conduct  in  troubling  the  Navy  Board  for 
alterations  cannot  be  reprehensible,  for  had  I  not  got  ye   masts, 
yai"ds,  and  tops  all  altered  I  should  now  be   getting  ready  to  go 
into  the  harbour.      The  master  is  a  very  good  man,  and  gives  me 
every  sati.sfaction,  and  I  think  between  this  and  the  latitude  of 
GO"  south  I  shall  have  tliem  all  in  very  good  order.     The  conduct 
of  Nelson  J  and  the  gardener  is  very  satisfactory,  and  Ave  all  seem 
erabark'd  heartily  in  one  cause,  which  I  shall  cherish  as  much  as 
possible.      I  shall  take  IS  months'  provisions,  which,  with  other  Arran--e- 
supplies,  will  do  very  well,  and  my  present  intention  is  that,  as  I  '"ents  for 
.shall  be  late  round  Cape  Horn,  not  to  depend  on  touching  there, 
but  complete  my  water,  if  convenient,  at  Falkland  Islands,  for  if 
T  get  the  least  slant  round  the  Cape  I  must  make  the  most  of  it. 
Lord  Howe,  when  I  took  leave  of  him,  behaved  very  flatteringly 
to  me,  but  he  took  from  me  a  Mr.  Brown  you  recommended,  and 
was  the  best  uncommissioned  officer  I  had.      He  was   sent   to  the 
Ariel,  commanded  by  a  Lieut.  Moorsom,  designed  for  some  private 
service,  who,  I  am  infoi-med,  is  to  be  made  a  master  and  com- 
mander.    My  surgeon,  I  Ijelieve,  may  be  a  very  capable  man,  but 
liis   indolence  and  corpulency  render    him    rather    unfit   for  the 
voyage.     I  wish  I  may  get  him  to  change.     The  wind  and  weather 
is  now  very  bad,  and  I  fear  will  continue  so  for  some  days ;  but  I 
assure  you,  sir,  T  will  loose  no  time  in  pi'oceeding  on  my  voyage. 
As  we  have  effectually  got   rid   of  that  troublesome  application 
about  Mr.  Lockhead,  and  if  T  liud  no  possibility  of  getting  rid  of  my 

*  The  Bounty  was  ordered  from  Lon?  Reach  to  Spithead,  1.5  October. 

t  The  Bounty  was  unable  to  weather  Cape  Horn,  and  was  taken  round  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  instead.     Vide  Blif^h's  letter  to  Banks,  post,  p.  -209. 

t  The  Bounty  had  been  fitted  out  for  tlie  purpose  of  convcyin},'  tlic  bread-fruit  tree  from 
Otalieite  to  llie  West  Indies.     Nelson  was  the  botanist  in  eliarge  of  the  plants. 
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5  Nov. 


surgeon's 
mate. 


surgeon,  I  think  it  would  be  very  proper  for  me  to  endeavour  to  get 
some  young  man  as  surgeon's  mate,  and  enter  him  as  A.B.,  for  I  am 
A  fresh  aware  how  improper  any  application  for  one  publickly  would  be  at 
surgeon  or  a  this  crisis.  I  have  just  now  waited  on  Lord  Hood,*  who  has  not 
yet  received  any  orders  concerning  me.  The  Commissioner  pro- 
mises me  every  assistance,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  trifles  I 
have  to  do  here  will  be  soon  accomplished.  I  shall  take  a  pleasure 
of  informing  you  of  my  progress  as  I  go  on,  and  I  hope  by  the 
time  my  business  is  over  here  the  wind  will  turn  favorable.  At 
present  I  could  not  move  with  it.  I  am  particularly  happy  at 
receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th,  and  I  trust  nothing  can  pre- 
vent me  from  completing  my  voyage  much  to  your  satisfaction. 
Difficulties  I  laugh  at  whilst  I  have  your  countenance,  and  shall 
be  always  sutficiently  repaid  whilst  I  am  admitted  to  subscribe 
myself,  Yours,  &g., 

Wm.  Bligh. 

[At  the  foot  of  this  letter  is  written  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks's 
hand  :  "  I  offered  my  interest  to  any  surgeon's  mate  who  would  go 
out  as  able  with  C  Bligh. "] 


10  Nov. 

The  fleet  at 
the  Cape. 


Supplies 
p\irchased. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Sir,  Sirius,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ISTov.  10,  1787. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I  sailed  from  Rio  de 
Janeii'o  the  4th  of  September,  and  anchored  here  the  13th  of 
October,  with  the  ships  under  my  command.  Having  immediately 
on  my  arrival  requested  permission  to  procure  refreshments,  and 
such  provisions  as  were  waiited  for  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius 
and  the  Supply,  tender,  I  was  informed  that  the  crops  of  corn 
having  failed  the  year  before  last  the  inhabitants  had  been 
reduced  to  the  greatest  distress,  and  that  I  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  purchase  any  flour  or  bread.  I,  however,  obtained  an 
order  for  three  days'  bread  for  all  the  ships,  and  as  I  found  on 
enquiry  that  the  last  year's  crops  had  been  very  good,  I  requested 
by  letter  to  the  Governor  and  Council  permission  to  purchase 
what  provisions  were  wanted  for  the  Sirius  and  Supply,  as 
likewise  corn  for  seed,  and  what  was  necessary  for  the  live  stock 
intended  to  be  embarked  at  this  place.  The  three  days  granted 
for  the  bread,  being  expired,  leave  was  given  for  three  days 
longer,  and  which  permission  was  afterwards  continued  till 
23rd,  when  I  received  an  answer  from  the  Council,  who  had 
taken  that  time  to  deliberate  on  my  letter  of  the  15th,  granting 
permission  to  receive  bread  daily  for  the  use  of  the  ships  while 
we  remained  in  this  port,  and  the  same  evening  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  granting  all  my  demands. 

*  Viscount  Hood,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
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Our  passage  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  very  favourable.     The       1787 
number  of  sick  on  our  arrival    here  was    twenty   marines    and     loNov.    • 
ninety-three  convicts.      The  Sirius  and  Supply  had  only  eiaht  ™  • 

Sick  on  board ;  and  as  all  the  ships  were  very  amply  supplied  from  Rio. 
with  soft  bread,  vegetables,   and  fresh  meat,   I  did   not  think 
it  necessary  to  land  any  of  the  sick.     Their  Lordships  will  see  by  Tiie  sick  not 
the  returns  that  there  are  few  sick   at  present.     We  are  now  nu™e™u«- 
ready  for  sea.      What  live  cattle  the  ships  can  stow  are  now  cattie, 
getting  on  board,  with  such  grain  and  seeds  as  was  wanted,  and  ^'n^'g'eed 
I  shall  sail  imnlediately.      The  remaining  so  long  before  I  could 
obtain  leave  to  procure  the  necessaries  we  wanted  has  detained 
me  longer  in  this  port  than  I  wished,  but  it  will,  I  hope,  be  the 
means  of  keeping  the  people  in  health  for  the  rest  of  the  passage. 

I  inclose  a  weekly  account  Mdth  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
Sirius  and  Supply,  as  likewise  returns  of   the  detachment  and 

convicts.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Walshe  to  Lord  Sydney.* 

My  Lord, 

You  have  been  apprized  of  the  desire  of  two  clergymen  of  Catholic 
the  Catholick  persuasion  which  they  have  to  instruct  the  convicts  'clergymen. 
who  are  of  their  faith  who  are  destined  for  Botany  Bay.      I  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  my  sentiments  concerning  their 
request.     There  are  not  less,  probably,  than  .300,  ignorant,  you  may 
imagine,  of  every  piinciple  of  duty  to  God  and  man.     The  number 
is  great,  and  consequently  constitutes  an  object  of  consequence  to 
every  man  who  has  the   happiness   of  his   neighbour  at  heart. 
That  the  Catholicks  of  this  country  are  not  only  of  inoffensive 
principles,  but  that  they  are  zealously  attached  to  the  constitution 
of  it,  I  may  presume  is  well  known  to  your  Lordship.     For  my 
part,  who  am  one  of  those  clergymen  who  wish  to  take  care  of 
the  convicts  of  my  persuasion,  I  beg  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  xiie 
that  if  I  be  so  happy  as  to  be  permitted  to  go  that  I  trust  my  ^'''^^°\''^ 
endeavours  to  bring  these  unhappy  people  to  a  proper  sense  of 
their  duty  as  subjects  and  citizens  may  be  attended  with  some 
salutary  coiLsequences.      They  earnestly  desire   some    Catholick  Desire  of  ti.e 
clergyman  may  go  with  them,  and  I  trust  to  the  known  humanity  '^°""^*^- 
of  Government  that  a  request  whicli  seems  to  promise  some  hopes 
of  their  reformation  will  not  be  denied.     It  is  well  known  that 
the.se  people  will  not  pay  the  attention  to  other  ministers  which  Value  of 
they  do  to  their  own.      Perhaps,  also,  the  presence  of  such  may  "^""sters. 
be  of  great  use  to  make  them  readily  obey  every  order  of  their 
governors,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  our  conduct  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  them. 

I  sincerely  pity  these  poor  people,  not  so  mucli  for  the  dis- 
agreeable situation  into  which  they  have  brought  themselves, 
as  for  the  misdeameanours  which  have  made  them  deserving  of  it. 

*  This  letter  is  not  dated,  but  it  was  written  apparently  in  the  year  1787. 
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1787       Yet,  I  trust,  if  their  ignorance  be  removed,  and  their  obligations 
The  priests'  as  men  and  Christians  be  forcibly  inculcated  to  them,  that  this 
mission.        may  be  a  means,  under  Providence,  of  their  becoming  useful  to 
themselves,  and  perhaps  afterwards  to  their  country. 

At  least  this  I  sincerely  wish,  nor  do  I  think  I  can  ever  be  as 
happy  elsewhere  as  in  the  place  of  their  destination,  employed  in 
using  my  endeavours  to  bring  them  out  of  the  wretched  state  of 
depravity  into  which  they  have  fallen.  I  entreat,  therefore,  most 
humbly  that  this,  our  request,  may  be  granted."*  Those  poor 
people  will  bless  and  thank  you.  I  shall  take  care  that  they  be 
not  forgetful  of  their  obligations  to  Government  and  Lord  Sydney. 

I  have,  (fee. 
My  Lord,  Thomas  Walshe,  Priest. 

We  are  not  so  presumptuous  as  to  wish  support  from 
Government.  "We  offer  our  voluntary  services.  We  hope,  how 
ever,  not  to  offend  in  entreating  for  our  passage. 


An  appeal. 


Passages 
asked  for. 


3  Dec 


Weather- 
bound at 
Spithead. 


sailing. 


1788 

26  April. 


Surgeon 
Bowes. 


Captain  Bligh  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.    (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  Bounty,  at  Spithead,  Deci".  3rd,  1787. 

Having  met  with  contrary  winds  and  bad  weather  since  my 
I  was  not  able  to  get  farther  than  7  leagues  Avest  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  The  weather  being  very  thick  and  the  Avind  at 
west,  I  thought  it  not  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  voyage  to 
persist  in  keeping  any  longer  at  sea  at  this  hazardous  period  of 
the  year,  and  therefore  came  through  the  Needles  and  anchored. 
The  wind  blows  still  fresh  at  W.S.W.,  which  gives  me  much 
uneasyness,  knowing  how  late  I  am,  which,  if  I  was  ever  so 
negligent,  would  be  a  severe  spur  to  get  me  clear  of  the  channel, 
where  one  unfortunate  gale  may  render  all  our  plans  abortive, 
but  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  my  getting  away  you  may  rely 
on  my  utmost  exertion. f  I  am,  <tc., 

Wm.  Bligii. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Head-quarters,  Sydney  Cove, 
Sir,  26th  April,  1788. 

As  the  surgeon  volunteer  who  was  put  on  board  the  Lady 
Penrhyn  transport  to  attend  the  convicts  was  found  to  be  very 
unequal  to  the  task,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  desiring  Mi-. 
Arthur  Bowes,  surgeon  of  that  transport,  to  take  chai'ge  of  the 
medicines,  and  attend  to  the  sick,  which  he  did  with  great  atten- 
tion. I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice,  as 
he  has  not  received  any  recompense  for  his  troulile. 

I  have,  (fee, 

A.  Phillip. 

*  No  reply  to  this  letter  has  been  found  amongst  the  records,  but  the  proposal  was  not 
entertained, 
f  The  Bounty  did  not  clear  the  Channel  until  the  23rd  December. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.*  1788 

Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales,  is  May. 

My  Lord,  May  15th,  1788. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship,  by  Captain 
Cox,  who  was  returning  to  Europe  from  ^Madrass,  that  I  was  ready 
to  sail  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  which  I  did  with  the 
ships  under  my  command  the  12th  of  November.  The  25th,  being 
eighty  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape,  I  left  the  Sirius, 
and  went  on  board  the  Supply,  tender,  in  hopes,  by  leaving  the  Oii  board 
convoy,  to  gain  sufficient  time  to  examine  the  country  round 
Botany  Bay,  and  fix  on  the  most  eligible  situation  for  the  colony 
before  the  transports  arrived.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered  the 
agent  for  the  transport  in  the  Alexander  to  separate  from  the 
convoy  with  that  ship,  the  Scarborough  and  Friendship,  they 
sailing  better  than  the  others.  I  had  reason  to  expect  their 
arrival  soon  after  the  Supply's,  and  by  having  the  labour  of  the 
convicts  they  had  on  board  much  might  be  done  in  preparing  for 
the  landing  the  stores  and  provisions. 

Major  Ross  now  left  the  Sirius,  and  went  on  board  the  Scar-  ''^^'^'^h^"^^ 
borough,  that  he  might  be  with  that  part  of  the  detachment,  which  scar-  ■ 
would  probably  be  the  first  landed.  borou-h. 

Captain  Hunter  in  the  Sirius  was  to  follow  with  the  storeships  Captain 
and  the  remainder  of  the  transports,   and  he  had  the  necessary  the  Sirius. 
instructions  for  his  futui'e  proceedings,   should  the  Supply  meet 
with  any  accident. 

The  westerly  winds  we  now  had  continued  till  the  3rd  of  gi„j,tin"  the 
January,  when  we  saw  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  but  the  Austraiiau 
winds,  which  had  been  so  favourable,  having  seldom  been  to  the 
eastward,  and  then  for  a  few  hours  only,  blowing  from  the  N.W. 
to  the  S.W.,  generally  very  strong  gales,  now  left  us,  and  we  had 
variable  winds,  with  a  current  that  at  times  set  very  strong  to  the 
southward,  so  that  we  did  not  arrive  at  Botany  Bay  before  the  18th.  Arrival  at 

The  Alexander,  Scarborough,  and  Friendship  came  in  the  next    "     ' 
day,  and  the  Sirius,  with  the  rest  of  the  sliips,   the  day  after. 
Those  ships  had  continued  veiy  healthy. 

The  Supply,  sailing  very  badly,  had  not  permitted  my  gain- 
ing the  advantage  hoped  for,  but  I  began  to  examine  the  bay  as 
so(ni  as  we  anchored,  and  found,  that  tho'  extensive,  "it  did  not  ^'«  shelter 
afford  shelter  to  ships  from  the  eastei'ly  winds  ;  the  greater  part 
of  the  bay  being  so  shoal  that  ships  of  even  a  moderate  draught 
of  water  are  obliged  to  anchor  with  the  entrance  of  the  bay  open, 
and  are  exposed  to  a  heavy  sea  that  rolls  in  when  it  blows  hard 
from  the  eastward. 

Several  small  runs  of  fresh  water  were  found  in  different  parts  rnsatisfac- 
of  the  bay,  but  1  did  not  see  any  situation  to  which  there  was 
not  some  very  strong  objection.     The  small  creek  that  is  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  bay  runs  a  considerable  way  into  the  country, 

•  The  first  despatch  sent  from  Sj'dney. 
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1788 

15  May. 


Point 
Sutherland. 


Port  Jack- 
son to  be 
examined. 


Three 

exploring 

parties. 


"The 
finest  har- 
bour in  tlie 
world." 


Shippinsr 
accommo- 
dation. 


Sydney 
Cove. 


The  fleet  in 
Port  Jack- 
son. 


but  it  had  only  water  for  a  boat.  The  sides  of  this  creek  are 
frequently  overflowed,  and  the  lowlands  a  swamp.  The  western 
branch  runs  up  for  a  considerable  distance,  but  the  officers  I  sent 
to  examine  it  could  not  find  any  water,  except  in  very  small  drains. 

The  best  situation  that  offered  was  near  Point  Sutherland, 
where  there  was  a  small  run  of  good  water ;  but  the  ground  near 
it,  as  well  as  a  considerable  part  of  the  higher  ground,  was  spongy, 
and  the  ships  could  not  approach  this  part  of  the  bay. 

Several  good  situations  offered  for  a  small  number  of  people, 
but  none  that  appeared  calculated  for  our  numbers,  and  where 
the  stores  and  provisions  could  be  landed  without  a  great  loss  of 
time.  When  I  considered  the  bay's  being  so  very  open,  and  the 
probability  of  the  swamps  rendering  the  most  eligil)le  situation 
unhealthy,  I  judged  it  advisable  to  examine  Port  Jackson ;  but 
that  no  time  might  be  lost  if  I  did  not  succeed  in  finding  a  better 
harbour,  and  a  proper  situation  for  the  settlement,  the  ground 
near  Point  Sutherland  was  in  the  meantime  to  be  cleared  and  pre- 
parations made  for  landing  under  the  direction  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

As  the  time  in  which  I  might  be  absent,  if  I  went  in  the  Supply, 
must  have  been  very  uncertain,  I  went  round  with  three  boats, 
taking  with  me  Captain  Hunter  and  several  officers,  that  by 
examining  different  parts  of  the  port  at  the  same  time  less  time 
might  be  lost. 

We  got  into  Port  Jackson  early  in  the  afternoon,  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  the  finest  harbour  in  the  world,  in  which  a 
thousand  sail  of  the  line  may  ride  in  the  most  perfect  security, 
and  of  which  a  rough  survey,  made  by  Captain  Hunter  and  the 
officers  of  the  Sirius  after  the  ships  came  round,  may  give  your 
Lordship  some  idea. 

The  different  coves  were  examined  with  all  possible  expedition. 
I  fixed  on  the  one  that  had  the  best  spring  of  water,  and  in  which 
the  ships  can  anchor  so  close  to  the  shore  that  at  a  very  small 
expence  quays  may  be  made  at  which  the  largest  ships  may  unload. 

This  cove,  which  I  honoured  with  the  name  of  Sydney,*  is  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  across  at  the  entrance,  and  half  a  mile  in  length. 

We  returned  to  Botany  Bay  the  third  day,  where  I  received  a 
very  unfavourable  account  of  the  ground  that  was  clearing. 

The  ships  immediately  prepared  to  go  round,  and  the  25th — 
seven  days  after  I  arrived  in  the  Supply — I  sailed  in  her  for 
Port  Jackson,  leaving  Captain  Hunter  to  follow  with  the  trans- 
ports, it  then  blowing  too  strong  for  them  to  work  out  of  the 
bay.  They  joined  me  the  next  evening,  and  all  the  transports 
were  moored  in  the  cove.f 

*  After  Lord  Sydne.y,  Secretary  of  State. 

t  This  was  the  2()th  January,  the  day  now  observed  as  Anniversary  Day.  The  British  flag 
was  unfurled  at  the  head  of  Sydney  Cove,  toasts  were  drunk,  and  volleys  of  musketry  fired, 
but  the  formal  proclamation  of  the  Colony  did  not  take  place  till  the  7th  February. 
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Two  sail  had  appeared  off  Botany  Bay  the  24th,  under  French       1V88 
colours,  and  anchored  there  before  the  Sirius  left  it — the  Bous-     15  May. 
sole  and  the  Astrolabe.     These  ships  were  commanded  by  Monsr.  ^^  r^use 
La  Perouse,   who,  having   exprest    a  desire    of   sending    letters  i^'^^^otany 
to  Europe,   I   sent   an  officer   over,   it   being   only  eight   miles,    ''^' 
to  tell  him  in  what  time  it  was  probable  the  ships  might  sail.  ^j^^J^^^^^j^^^^j^ 
Captain  Clonard  had  left  the  ship  in  one  of  their  boats  the  same  a„d  the*^" 
morning,  and  Lieut.  Shortland,  the  agent  for  the  transports,  is  Astrolabe. 
charged  with  the  letters  he  brought.     They  are  addressed  to  the 
French  Ambassador.     The  officer  I  sent  over  was  informed  that 
Monsr.  La  Perouse  sailed  from  France  in  June,  1785  ;  that  he 
had  been  to  Sta.  Catherina,  had  run  along  the  coast  of  Chili  and 
California,  and  had  been  at  Easter  Island,  Noatka  Sound,  Cook's 
River,  Kamtschatka,  Manilla,  Isles  des  Navigateurs,  Sandwich, 
and  the  Friendly  Islands.     He  had,  likewise,  anchored  off  Norfolk 
Island,  but  could  not  land  on  account  of  the  surf.      In  this  voyage 
he  had  not  lost  any  of  his  people  by  sickness,  but  had  lost  two 
boats'  crews  in  a  surf  on  the  north-west  part  of  America,  and  at 
Maouna  (one  of  the  Isles  des  jSTavigateurs)  Monsr.  De  Langle,  Misfortunes 
capt.  of  the  Astrolabe,  was  cut  off  by  the  natives,  with  twelve  p^gnch. " 
officers  and  men.      Many  were  wounded,  and  two  long-boats  he 
had  on  shore  destroyed.     The  ships  were  then  under  sail,  and 
De  Langle  went  on  shore  to  fill  some  water-casks.     The  boats 
were  suffered  to  ground,  and  the  natives,  with  whom  they  had 
been  on  the  most  friendly  terms,  and  who  had  supply'd  them 
with  refreshments  in  the  greatest  abundance,  attacked  them  when 
they  were  endeavouring  to  get  them  afloat.     He  had  forty  officers 
and  men  with  him,  and  the  ships,  being  round  a  point  of  land, 
knew  nothing  of  the  accident  till  the  small  boats  returned.     These 
ships,  while  in  Botany  Bay,  set  up  two  long-boats,  the  frames  of 
which  they  had  brought  from  Europe.     They  sailed  the   10th  of  {^^7^^*^^^°* 
March,  I  believe  to  return  to  the  northward. 

The  clearing  the  gi'ound  for  the  people  and  for  erecting  store-  clearing  the 
houses  was  begun  as  soon  as  the  ships  got  round,  a  lalxmi'  of  yrou"d. 
which  it  will  be  hardly  possil)le  to  give  your  Lordship  a  just  idea. 

The  necks  of  land  that  form  the  different  coves,  and  near  the  slow 
water  for  some  distance,  are  in  general  so  rocky  that  it  is  sur-  progress. 
prizing  such  large  trees  should  find  sufficient  nourishment,  but 
the  soil  between  the  rocks  is  good,  and  the  summits  of  the  i-ocks, 
as  well  as  the  whole  country  round  us,  with  few  exceptions,  are 
covered  with  trees,  most  of  which  are  so  large  that  the  removing 
them  off  the  ground  after  they  are  cut  down  is  the  greatest  part 
of  the  labour  ;  and  the  convicts,  naturally  indolent,  having  none  to 
attend  them  but  overseers  drawn  from  amongst  themselves,  ;ind  who 
fear  to  exert  any  authority,  makes  this  work  go  on  very  slowly. 

Your  Lordship  will  permit  me  to  observe  that  our  situation  The  best 
tho'  so  very  different  from  what  might  be  expected,  is  neverthe-  available. 
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less  the  best  that  offered.  My  instructions  did  not  permit  me 
to  detain  the  transports  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  to  examine 
the  coast  to  any  considerable  distance,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  be  certain  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  fresh  water,  in  a  situation 
that  was  healthy,  and  which  the  ships  might  approach  within  a 
reasonable  distance  for  the  conveniency  of  landing  the  stores  and 
provisions,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  we  should  never  have 
succeeded  had  it  been  attempted  to  move  them  only  one  mile 
from  where  they  were  landed.  There  are  some  parts  of  this 
harbour  where  the  trees  stand  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
each  other,  and  where  there  are  small  runs  of  water,  which  shall 
be  cultivated  when  our  numbers  permit,  and  when  the  country 
inland  can  be  examined.  I  make  no  doubt  but  some  good 
situations  will  be  found  that  have  water,  which  I  have  never  yet 
been  able  to  find,  either  in  Botany  Bay  or  in  this  harbour,  but  in 
very  small  streams. 

Some  land  that  is  near,  and  where  the  trees  stand  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  each  other,  will,  as  soon  as  convicts  can 
be  spared,  be  cultivated  by  the  officers  for  raising  a  little  corn 
for  their  stock ;  and  this  I  have  endeavoured  to  promote  as  much 
as  possible,  for  I  fear  the  consequences  if  a  ship  should  be  lost 
in  her  passage  out  with  provisions. 

As  there  are  only  twelve  convicts  who  are  carpenters,  as  many 
as  could  Ije  procured  from  the  ships  have  been  hired  to  work  on 
the  hospital  and  store-houses.  The  people  were  healthy  when 
landed,  but  the  scurvy  has,  for  some  time,  appeared  amongst 
them,  and  now  rages  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  Only 
sixteen  carpenters  could  be  hired  from  the  ships,  and  several  of 
the  convict  carpenters  were  sick.  It  was  now  the  middle  of 
February ;  the  rains  began  to  fall  very  heavy,  and  pointed  out 
the  necessity  of  hutting  the  people  ;  convicts  were  therefore  aj)- 
jDointed  to  assist  the  detachment  in  this  work. 

February  the  14th  the  Supply  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island,  with 
Philip  Gidley  King,  second  lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Sirius,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  that  island.  He  only  cari'ied 
M^th  him  a  petty  officer,  surgeon's  mate,  two  marines,  two  men 
who  understood  the  cultivation  of  flax,  with  nine  men  and  six 
women  convicts.  Their  number  shall  be  increased  when  a  small 
detachment  of  marines  can  be  spared.  I  have  the  honour  of 
transmitting  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  order  and  instructions 
given  to  that  officer,*  and  I  beg  leave  to  I'ecommend  him  as  an 
officer  of  merit,  and  whose  perseverance  in  that  or  any  other 
service  may  be  depended  upon. 

The  2d  of  March  I  went  with  a  long-boat  and  cutter  to 
examine  the  broken  land  mentioned    by   Captain    Cook,  about 

*  Post,  pp.  136-138.  King  was  Superintendent  and  Commandant  of  Norfolk  Island  from 
Jlax'ch,  1788,  to  March,  1790 ;  Lieutenant-Governor  from  November,  1791,  to  October, 
1796  ;  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  from  September,  1800,  to  August,  1806. 
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ight  miles  to  the  northward  of  Port  Jackson.  We  slept  in  the  ^"^®^ 
1  )oat  that  night  within  a  rocky  point,  in  the  north-west  part  of  15  May 
the  bay  (which  is  very  extensive),  as  the  natives,  tho'  very 
friendly,  appeared  to  be  numerous ;  and  the  next  day,  after 
passing  a  bar  that  had  only  water  for  small  vessels,  entered  a 
very  extensive  branch,  from  which  the  ebb  tide  came  out  so 
stronfj  that  the  boats  could  not  row  against  it  in  the  stream  ;  Brisbane 

o  Water 

and  here  was  deep  water.  It  appeared  to  end  in  several  small 
branches,  and  in  a  large  lagoon  that  we  could  not  examine  for 
want  of  time  to  search  for  a  channel  for  the  boats  amongst  the 
banks  of  sand  and  mud.  Most  of  the  land  on  the  upper  part  of 
this  branch  was  low  and  full  of  swamps.  Pelicans  and  variety 
of  birds  were  here  seen  in  great  numbers.  Leaving  this  branch, 
which  I  called  the  north-west  branch,  we  proceeded  across  the 
bay  and  went  into  the  south-west  branch,  which  is  very  exten- 
sive, and  from  which  a  second  branch  runs  to  the  westward.  The 
affording  shelter  for  any  number  of  ships,  and  as  far  as  we  ij^ry,  ^^' 
examined  there  is  water  for  the  largest  ships,  having  seven 
fathoms  at  the  entrance,  and  deep  water  as  you  go  up.  But  the 
almost  continual  rains  pi-evented  any  kind  of  survey.  Here  the 
land  is  much  higher  than  at  Port  Jackson,  more  rocky,  and 
equally  covered  with  timber,  large  trees  growing  on  the  summits 
of  mountains  that  appear  to  be  accessible  to  birds  only. 

Immediately  round  the  headland  that  forms  the  southern 
entrance  into  the  bay  there  is  a  third  branch,  which  I  think  the 
finest  piece  of  water  I  ever  saw,  and  which  I  honoui'ed  with  the 
name  of  Pitt  Water.*  It  is,  as  well  as  the  south-west  l^ranch,  of  Pittwator. 
sufficient  extent  to  contain  all  the  Xavy  of  Great  Britain,  but 
has  only  eighteen  feet  at  low  water  on  a  narrow  bar  which  runs 
across  the  entrance.  Within  the  bar  there  are  from  seven  to 
fifteen  fathom  water.  The  land  here  is  not  so  high  as  in  the 
south-west  branch,  and  there  are  some  good  situations  where  the 
land  might  be  cultivated.  We  found  small  springs  of  water  in 
most  of  the  co^'es,  and  saw  three  cascades  falling  from  a  height  Return  to 
which  the  rains  then  rendered  inaccessible.  I  returned  to  Port  j^kgon 
Jackson  after  being  absent  eight  days  in  the  boats.  Some  of  the 
people  feeling  the  effects  f)f  the  rain,  which  had  been  almost 
constant-,  prevented  my  returning  by  land,  as  I  intended,  in  order 
to  examine  a  part  of  the  country  which  appeared  open  and  free 
from  timber. 

Lieutenant  Ball,  who  commands  the  Supply,  arrived  the  19th  Ne\vsfroni 
of  March.  He  made  Norfolk  Island  on  the  29th  of  Fel)ruary,  island. 
and  was  five  days  Vjefore  a  place  could  be  found  at  which  it 
was  possiljle  to  land  the  pnjvisicjns,  and  saw  very  few  places  at 
which  it  was  possil>le  to  land  a  man,  so  comjileatly  do  the 
rocks  surround  that  island.  They  succeeded,  however,  having 
found  a  small  opening  in  a  reef  that  runs  across  a  bay  that  is  at 

*  In  honor  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
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the  south  end  of  the  island,  and  the  six  months'  provisions  were 
all  safely  landed.  Lieut.  King  describes  this  island  as  one  intire 
wood,  without  a  single  acre  of  clear  land  that  had  been  found 
when  the  Supply  left  them,  and  says  that  the  pine-trees  rise 
fifty  and  sixty  feet  before  they  shoot  out  any  branches.  There 
are  several  other  kinds  of  timber  on  the  island,  which,  as  far  as 
he  could  examine  it,  was  a  rich  black  mould,  with  great  quantities 
of  pumice-stone.  The  trees  are  so  bound  together  Ijy  a  kind  of 
supple-jack  that  the  penetrating  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
island  was  very  difficult.  Several  good  springs  of  water  were 
found,  and  I  apprehend  his  Majesty's  ships  in  the  East  Indies 
may  be  supplied  from  this  island  with  masts  and  yards,  which 
will  render  it  a  very  valuable  acquisition.  The  cultivation  of 
the  flax-plant  will  be  attended  to  when  people  can  be  sent  to 
clear  the  ground. 

A  small  island  being  seen  on  the  passage  to  Norfolk  Island, 
Xieutenant  Ball  examined  it  on  his  return,  and  says  it  abounds 
in  turtle,  but  unfortunately  has  no  good  anchoring-ground.  He 
named  it  after  Lord  Howe.*  It  is  in  31°  36'  south  latitude,  and 
159°  east  longitude.  Part  of  this  island  may  be  seen  sixteen 
leagues,  and  a  rock  that  is  five  leagues  to  the  southward  and 
eastward  of  the  island  may  be  seen  eighteen  leagues. 

The  Charlotte,  Scarborough,  and  Lady  Penrhyn,  transports,  were 
cleared  of  all  their  stores  and  discharged  from  Government  employ 
the  O-ith  and  25th  of  March,  and  left  at  liberty  to  proceed  to 
China  when  they  judged  proper.  The  other  ships  remain  till 
store-houses  can  be  finished. 

Your  Lordship  will  not  be  surprized  that  I  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  assembling  a  Criminal  Court.  Six  men  were  condemned 
to  death.  One,  who  was  the  head  of  the  gang,  was  executed  the 
same  day  ;  the  others  I  reprieved.  They  are  to  be  exiled  fi'om 
the  settlement,  and  when  the  season  permits  I  intend  they  shall 
be  landed  near  the  South  Cape,  where,  by  their  forming  connexions 
with  the  natives,  some  benefit  may  accrue  to  the  public.  These 
men  had  frequently  robbed  the  stores  and  the  other  convicts. 
The  one  who  suffered  and  two  others  were  condemned  for  rolDbing 
the  stores  of  provisions  the  very  day  they  received  a  week's 
provisions,  and  at  which  time  their  allowance,  as  settled  by  the 
Navy  Board,  was  the  same  as  the  soldiers,  spirits  excepted ;  the 
others  for  robbing  a  tent,  and  for  stealing  provisions  from  other 
convicts.  , 

The  great  labour  in  clearing  the  ground  will  not  permit  more 
than  eight  acres  to  he  sown  this  year  with  wheat  and  barley.  At 
the  same  time  the  immense  number  of  ants  and  field-mice  will 
render  our  crops  very  uncertain. 

Part  of  the  live  stock  brought  from  the  Cape,  small  as  it  was, 
has  been  lost,  and  our  resource  in  fish  is  also  uncertain.  Some  days 


*  Admiral  Howe,  First  Lord  of  the  Aduiiraltj-. 
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great  quantities  are  caught,  but  never  sufficient  to  save  any  part       1788 
of  the  provisions  ;  and  at  times  tish  ai*e  scarce.  is  May. 

Your  Lordship  will,   I  presume,  see  the  necessity  of  a  regular  pro^^i^ns 
supply  of  provisions  for  four  or  five  years,  and  of  clothing,  shoes,  and  clothing 
and  frocks  in  the  greatest  proportion.     The  necessary  implements  four  or  five 
for  husbandry  and  for  clearing  the  ground  brought  out  will  with  years, 
difficulty  be  made  to  serve  the  time  that  is  necessary  for  sending 
out  a  fresh  supply. 

The  labour  of  the  convicts  shall  be,  as  is  directed,  for  the  public  Convict 
stock,  but  it  is  necessary  to  permit  a  part  of  the  convicts  to  work  ^  ""'^' 
for  the  officers,  who,  in  our  present  situation,  would  otherwise  find 
it  impossible  to  clear  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ground  to  raise  what 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  support  the  little  stock  they  have ;  and 
I  am  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  direct  me 
to  what  extent  that  indulgence  may  be  granted  the  officers  of  the 
garrison. 

The  Sirius  shall  be  sent  to  the  northward  to  barter  for  stock,  The  sinus  to 
and  which  shall  be  employed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  five"stock^°"^ 
the  breed  of  such  cattle  as  she  may  procure.     The  Supply  is  no 
ways  calculated  for  this  service,  as  in  the  least  sea  her  decks  are 
full  of  water. 

The  very  small  proportion  of  females  makes  the  sending  out  an  store  women 
additional  number  absolutely  necessary,  for  I  am  certain  your  ''''i'^""^ 
Lordship  will  think  that  to  send  for  women  from  the  Islands,  in 
our  present  situation,  would  answer  no  other  purpose  than  that 
of  bringing  them  to  pine  away  in  misery. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing    your  Lordship  that  this  Advantages 

.  of  Port 

harbour  is,  in  extent  and  security,  very  superior  to  any  other  that  jaciison. 
I  have  ever  seen — containing  a  considerable  number  of  coves, 
formed  by  narrow  necks  of  land,  mostly  rocks,  covered  with 
timber,  and  the  face  of  the  country,  when  viewed  from  the 
harbour,  is  the  same,  with  few  exceptions.  The  neck  of  land 
l)etween  the  harbour  and  the  coast  is  mostly  sand.  Between  that 
part  of  the  harbour  in  wliich  the  settlement  is  made  and  Botany 
Bay,  after  you  pass  the  wood  which  surrounds  us,  and  which  in 
some  parts  is  a  mile  and  a  half,  in  othei-s  three  miles  across,  the 
country  is  a  poor  sandy  heath,  full  of  swamps. 

The  country  towards  the  head  of  the  bay*  is  covered  with  timber, 
and  liere  the  land  appears  less  rocky,  and  the  trees  stand  in  some 
parts  at  a  greater  distance  ;  but  the  head  of  the  bay  being  left  dry 
in  several  pai'ts  at  low  water,  and  the  winds  being  obstructed  l)y  the 
woods  and  the  different  windings  of  the  channel,  must,  I  conceive,  Country 
render  this  part  of  the  harl)oui'  unhealthy  till  the  country  can  be  clearing. 
cleared.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  to  the  westward  the  country 
appears  to  be  one  continued  wood. 

The  timber  is  well  described  in  Captain  Cook's  voyage,  but  RpfnM>tory 
unfortunately  it  has  one  very  bad  quality,  which  puts  us  to  great 

♦  Port  Jackson. 
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inconvenience;  I  mean  the  large  gum-tree,  which  splits  and  warps 
in  such  a  manner  when  used  green,  and  to  which  necessity  obliged 
us,  that  a  store-house  boarded  up  with  this  wood  is  rendered  useless. 
The  timber  which  in  its  growth  resembles  the  fir-tree  warps  less,  but 
we  are  already  obliged  to  fetch  it  from  some  distance,  and  it  will  not 
float.  There  are  a  variety  of  palm-trees,  and  the  heaths  that  are 
free  from  timber  are  covered  with  a  variety  of  the  most  beautiful 
flowering  shrubs,  wild  celery,  spinages,  samphose  [samphire],  a  small 
wild  fig,  and  several  berries,  which  have  proved  very  wholesome, 
particularly  the  leaves  of  a  small  shrub  which  is  found  in  such 
plenty  that  it  has  not  yet  failed  us  as  most  of  the  others  have  done. 
What  seeds  could  be  collected  are  sent  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  like- 
wise the  red  gum  taken  from  the  large  gum-tree  by  tapping,  and  the 
yellow  gum  which  is  found  on  the  dwarf  palm-tree.  The  small  quan- 
tity of  flax  that  has  been  procured  is  suttlcient  to  show  the  quality, 
but  the  flax-plant  described  by  Capt.  Cook  I  have  never  met  with, 
nor  had  the  botanists  that  accompanied  Mons.  La  Perouse  found 
it  when  I  saw  them,  and  which  was  some  time  after  they  arrived ; 
and  here,  my  Lord,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  with  regret,  that 
being  myself  without  the  smallest  knowledge  of  botany,  I  am  with- 
out one  botanist,  or  even  an  intelligent  gardener,  in  the  colony  ;  it 
is  not  therefore  in  my  power  to  give  more  than  a  very  superficial 
account  of  the  produce  of  this  country,  which  has  such  variety  of 
plants  that  I  cannot,  with  all  my  ignorance,  help  being  convinced 
that  it  merits  the  attention  of  the  naturalist  and  the  botanist. 

The  stone  of  this  country  is  of  three  sorts  :  Freestone,  which 
appears  equal  to  Portland  stone,  a  bad  firestone,  and  a  stone  that 
appears  to  contain  a  large  proportion  of  iron.  We  have  good 
clay  for  bricks,  but  no  chalk  or  limestone  has  yet  been  found. 

With  respect  to  the  natives,  it  was  my  determination  from  my 
first  landing  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  absolute  necessity 
should  ever  make  me  fire  upon  them,  and  tho'  persevering  in  this 
resolution  has  at  times  been  rather  diflicult,  I  have  hitherto 
been  so  fortunate  that  it  never  has  been  necessary.  Mons.  La 
Perouse,  while  at  Botany  Bay,  was  not  so  fortunate.  He  was  obliged 
to  fire  on  them,  in  consequence  of  which,  with  the  bad  behaviour 
of  some  of  the  transports'  boats  and  some  convicts,  the  natives 
have  lately  avoided  us,  but  proper  measures  are  taken  to  regain 
their  confidence. 

The  few  hours  I  have  to  collect  and  put  into  method  the  obser- 
vations I  have  made  of  these  people  will,  I  hope,  excuse  me 
to  your  Lordship  for  sending  only  extracts  from  my  journal,  as 
they  have  been  set  down  when  the  little  incidents  occurred,  and 
from  which  a  more  just  opinion  of  these  people  may  be  drawn 
than  I  should  perhaps  be  able  to  give. 

When  I  first  landed  in  Botany  Bay  the  natives  appeared  on 
the  beach,  and  were  easily  persuaded  to  receive  what  was  offered 
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them,  and,  tho'  they  came  armed,  very  readily  retui-ned  the  con-       1788 
lidence  I  placed  in  them,  by  going  to  them  alone  and  unarmed,     is  May. 
most  of  them  laying  down  their  spears  when  desired ;  and  while 
the  ships  remained  in  Botany  Bay  no  dispute  happened  between 
our  people  and  the  natives.      They  were  all  naked,   but  seemed  the  nath'es. 
fond  of  ornaments,  putting  the  beads  or  red  baize  that  were  given 
them  round  their  heads  or  necks.     Their  arms  and  canoes  beinsf 
descriljed  in   "  Captain  Cook's  Voyage,"  I  do  not  trouble  your 
Lordship  with  any  description  of  them. 

When  I  first  went  in  the  boats  to  Port  Jackson  the  natives 
appeared  armed  near  the  place  at  which  we  landed,  and  were 
very  vociferous,  but,  like  the  others,  easily  persuaded  to  accept 
what  was  offered  them,  and  I  persuaded  one  man,  who  appeared  ^.  fricncily 
to  be  the  chief  or  master  of  the  family,  to  go  with  me  to  that  part 
of  the  beach  where  the  people  were  boiling  their  meat.  When 
he  came  near  the  marines,  who  were  drawn  up  near  the  place, 
and  saw  that  by  proceeding  he  should  be  separated  from  his  com- 
panions, who  remained  with  several  officers  at  some  distance,  he 
stopped,  and  with  great  firmness  seemed  by  words  and  acting  to 
threaten  if  they  offered  to  take  any  advantage  of  his  situation. 
He  then  went  on  with  me  to  examine  what  was  boiling  in  the 
pot,  and  exprest  his  admiration  in  a  manner  that  made  me  believe 
he  intended  to  profit  from  what  he  saw,  and  which  I  made  him 
understand  he  might  very  easily  by  the  help  of  some  oyster-shells. 
I  believe  they  know  no  other  way  of  dressing  their  food  but  by 
broiling,  and  they  are  seldom  seen  without  a  fire,  or  a  piece  of 
wood  on  tire,  which  they  carry  with  them  from  place  to  place,  and 
in  their  canoes,  so  that  I  apprehend  they  find  some  difficulty  in 
procuring  fire  by  any  other  means  with  which  they  are  acquainted. 
The  boats,  in  passing  near  a  point  of  land  in  the  harbour,  were  intrepidity 
seen  by  a  numljer  of  men,  and  twenty  of  them  waded  into  the  y^uks 
water  unarmed,  received  what  was  offered  them,  and  examined 
the  boats  witli  a  curiosity  that  gave  me  a  much  higher  opinion 
of  them  than  I  had  formed  from  the  l)ehaviour  of  those  seen  in 
Captain  Cook's  voyage,  and  their  confidence  and  manly  behaviour  Manly  Cove. 
made  me  give  the  name  of  Manly  Cove  to  this  place.  The  same 
people  afterwarfls  joined  us  whei-e  we  dined  ;  they  were  all  armed 
with  lances,  two  with  shields  and  swords — the  latter  made  <tf 
wood,  the  gripe  small,  and  I  thought  less  formidable  than  a  good 
stick.  As  their  curiosity  made  them  very  troublescjme  when  we 
were  preparing  our  dinner,  I  made  a  circle  round  us.  There  was 
little  difiiculty  in  making  them  understand  that  they  were  not  to 
come  within  it,  and  they  then  sat  down  very  quiet.  The  white  The  savajje 
clay  rubbed  on  the  upper  part  of  the  face  of  one  of  these  men  '^'^'^'''■''^'^''• 
had  the  appearance  of  a  mask  ;  and  a  woman  that  appeared  on 
some  rocks  near  which  the  boats  passed  was  marked  with  white 
on  the  face,  neck,  and  breasts,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  her 
K 
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the  most  horrid  figure  I  ever  saw.  They  are  not  often  seen 
marked  in  this  manner,  and  it  is  done  only  on  some  particular 
occasions.  Several  women  landed  from  their  canoes  the  mornina: 
the  boats  stopp'd  in  a  small  bay  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
when  I  was  going  to  examine  the  coast  to  the  northw^ard,  and 
three  of  them  were  very  big  with  child.  Ribbons,  baize,  &c.. 
they  tied  round  their  necks  when  they  were  given  to  them, 
Several  of  them  had  childi'en  with  them  in  the  canoes.  They 
appeared  to  be  less  chearful  than  the  men,  and  under  great  sub- 
jection. Two  canoes  with  three  women  in  each,  and  one  canoe 
with  a  man  and  woman,  came  off  to  us  when  we  were  a  mile 
from  the  land,  and  came  alongside  the  boat  to  receive  some  fish- 
hooks and  lines  which  were  offered  them. 

In  Broken  Bay  several  women  came  down  to  the  beach  with 
the  men  where  we  landed,  one  of  which,  a  young  woman,  was 
very  talkative  and  remarkably  cheerful.  They  all  readily  assisted 
us  in  making  a  fire,  and  behaved  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 
In  a  bay  in  which  we  landed  to  haul  the  seine  many  of  the 
natives  joined  us,  and  I  now  observed  that  the  women  had  lost 
two  joints  of  the  little  finger  of  the  left  hand.  As  they  appeared 
to  be  all  married  women,  I  supposed  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  marriage 
ceremony,  but  in  going  into  a  hut  where  there  were  several 
women  and  children  who  did  not  seem  inclined  to  show  themselves, 
I  found  one  woman,  who  appeared  to  have  had  children,  and  a 
very  old  woman,  on  neither  of  whom  this  operation  had  been 
performed.  There  was  likewise  a  child  of  five  or  six  years  of  age 
that  had  lost  the  two  joints.  It  is  the  women  only  that  suffer  this 
operation,  which,  as  it  must  be  performed  with  the  shell  that 
serves  them,  when  fixed  at  the  end  of  a  short  stick,  as  a  chisel 
for  pointing  their  spears  and  for  separating  the  oysters  from  the 
rocks,  must  be  a  painful  one.  And  as  it  is  only  on  the  little  finger 
of  the  left  hand  that  it  is  performed  it  cannot  be  any  part  of  the 
marriage  ceremony,  for  I  have  seen  several  women  with  child 
whose  fingers  were  perfect,  and,  as  I  before  observed,  a  female 
child  of  five  or  six  years  of  age  that  had  suffered  the  operation. 


I  likewise  saw  some  very 


young 


female  children  whose  finjjers 


were  perfect.  The  loins  of  many  of  the  women  appeared  as  if 
they  had  something  of  a  scrofulous  disorder,  but  which  I  thought 
might  be  the  marks  still  remaining  of  a  chastisement.  They 
certainly  are  not  treated  with  any  very  great  tenderness,  and  I 
believe  are  mostly  employed  in  the  canoes,  where  I  have  seen 
them  with  very  young  infants  at  the  breast.  They  appear  very 
obedient  to  the  men,  and  as  they  are  the  weakest,  so  in  this  state 
of  nature  they  appear  to  be  treated  as  the  inferior.  The  women, 
as  well  as  the  men,  seem  fond  of  little  ornaments,  but  which  they 
soon  lay  aside,  and  the  talkative  lady,  when  she  joined  us  in  her 
canoe  the  day  after  we  first  landed,  stood  up  and  gave  us  a 
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that  was  not  unpleasing.     As  most  of  the  women  have  lost  the       1788 

two  first  joints  of  the  Httle  finger  on  the  left  hand,  so  most  of  the     15  May. 

men  want  the  right  front  tooth  in  the  upper  jaw,   and  have  the  Disfl^^jn^ 

gristle  that  separates  the  nostrils  perforated,  frequently  having  practices." 

a  piece  of  stick  or  a  bone  thrust  through,  and  which  does  not 

add  to  their  beauty.     This  is  general,  but  I  saw  some  very  old 

men  that  had  not  lost  the  tooth,   and  whose  noses  were  not 

perforated  for  this  ornament.    On  my  showing  them  that  I  wanted 

a  front  tooth  it  occasioned  a  general  clamour,  and  I  thought  gave 

me  some  little  merit  in  their  opinion.     Their  bodies,  chiefly  about 

the  breasts  and  arms,   are  scarified,  and  sometimes  the  skin  is  scarifica- 

raised  for  several  inches  from  the  flesh,   appearing  as  if  it  was  *'°°* 

filled  with  wind,  forming  a  round  surface  of  more  than  a  quarter 

of  an  inch  in  diameter.     They  have  scars,  likewise,  on  difierent 

parts  of  the  body,  and  frequently  one  on  the  instep ;  nor  does  the 

head  always  escape,   for  one  of  them,  putting  aside  the  hairs  on  ' 

the  fore  part  of  the  head,  showed  a  scar,  and  then,  pointing  to  one 

on  the  foot  and  those  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  gave  us  to 

understand  that  he  was  honoured  by  these  marks  from  head  to 

foot.     The  scars  the  men  are  fond  of  showing,  but  I  did  not  think 

that  the  women  seemed  to  be  fond  of  showing  the  mutilated 

fingers,  and  sometimes  found  it  rather  diflicult  to  know  whether 

they  had  lost  the  joint  or  not,   for,   though  they  had  not  the 

smallest  idea  that  one  part  of  the  body  required  concealment 

more  than  the  other,  they  appeared  timid,  would  not  approach  us  Timidity  of 

so  readily  as  the  men  did,  and  sometimes  they  would  not  land  *^®  women, 

from  their  canoes,  but  made  signs  for  us  to  give  what  we  offered 

them  to  the  men. 

When  the  south  branch  of  Broken  Bay  was  first  visited  we  had 
some  difticulty  in  getting  round  the  headland  that  separates  the 
two  branches,  having  very  heavy  squalls  of  wind  and  rain,  and 
where  we  attempted  to  land  there  was  not  sutiicient  water  for 
the  boat  to  approach  the  rocks,  on  which  were  standing  an  old 
man  and  a  youth.  They  had  seen  us  labour  hard  to  get  under  A  friendly 
the  land,  and  after  pointing  out  the  deepest  water  for  the  boats,  deoiinud 
brought  us  fire,  and  going  with  two  of  the  ofiicers  to  a  cave  at 
some  distance,  the  old  man  made  use  of  every  means  in  his 
power  to  make  them  go  in  with  him,  but  which  they  declined ; 
and  this  was  rather  unfortunate,  for  it  rained  hard,  and  the  cave 
was  the  next  day  found  to  l)e  sufficiently  large  to  have  contained 
us  all,  and  which  he  certainly  took  great  pains  to  make  them  under- 
stand. When  this  old  man  saw  us  pi'epare  for  sleeping  on  the 
ground,  and  clearing  away  the  bushes,  he  assisted,  and  was  the  next 
morning  rewai-ded  for  his  friendly  behaviour.  Here  we  saw  a 
woman  Ijig  with  child  that  had  not  lost  the  joints  of  the  little  finger. 

When  we  returned,  two  days  afterwards,  to  the  spot  where  the 
old  man  had  been  so  friendly  he  met  us  with  a  dance  and  a  song 
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of  joy.  His  son  was  with  him.  A  hatchet  and  several  jiresent.s 
were  made  them,  and  as  I  intended  to  return  to  Port  Jackson 
the  next  day  every  possible  means  were  taken  to  secure  his 
friendship ;  but  when  it  was  dark  he  stole  a  spade,  and  was  caught 
in  the  fact.  I  thought  it  necessary  to  show  that  I  was  displeased 
with  him,  and  therefore,  when  he  came  to  me,  pushed  him  away, 
and  gave  him  two  or  three  slight  slaps  on  the  shoulder  with  the 
open  hand,  at  the  same  time  pointing  to  the  spade.  This  de- 
stroyed our  friendship  in  a  moment,  and  seizing  a  spear  he  came 
close  up  to  me,  poised  it,  and  appeared  determined  to  strike ;  but 
whether  from  seeing  that  his  threats  were  not  regarded — for  I 
chose  rather  to  risk  the  spear  than  lire  on  him — or  from  anything- 
the  other  natives  said  who  surrounded  him,  after  a  few  moments 
he  dropped  his  spear  and  left  us.  This  circumstance  is  mentioned 
to  show  that  they  do  not  want  personal  courage,  for  several 
officers  and  men  were  then  near  me.  He  returned  the  next 
morning  with  several  others,  and  seemed  desirous  of  being  taken 
notice  of ;  but  he  was  neglected,  whilst  hatchets  and  several  other 
articles  were  given  to  the  others. 

The  men  hang  in  their  hair  the  teeth  of  dogs  and  other  animals, 
lobsters'  claws,  and  several  small  liones,  which  they  secure  by 
gum  ;  but  I  never  saw  the  women  do  this.  Their  food  is  chiefly 
Hsh.  The  shark,  I  believe,  they  neA'er  eat.  The  fern  root,  wild 
fig,  and  the  kernels  of  a  large  fruit  that  is  not  unlike  a  pine-apple, 
but  which  when  eaten  by  the  French  seamen  occasioned  violent 
retchings.  Their  hooks  are  made  from  shells,  and  their  lines  and 
nets,  I  believe,  from  the  flax-plant  ;*  but  I  have  some  that  were 
made  from  the  fur  of  some  animal,  and  others  that  appeared  to 
be  made  of  cotton.  The  craw-fish  and  lobsters  they  catch  in 
small  hoop  nets,  the  making  of  which  shows  some  art ;  yet  they 
have  no  kind  of  cloathing.  At  the  same  time,  they  appear  to  be 
sensible  of  the  cold,  and  to  dislike  the  rain  very  much,  putting 
on  their  heads  when  it  rains  a  piece  of  bark,  under  which  I  have 
seen  them  shiver.  Their  huts  are  generally  surrounded  by  oyster 
and  muscle  shells,  and  their  bodies  smell  of  oil.  They  cannot  l^e 
called  a  very  cleanly  people,  yet  I  have  seen  one  of  them,  after 
having  in  his  hand  a  piece  of  pork,  hold  out  his  fingers  for  others 
to  smell,  with  strong  marks  of  disgust ;  and  tho'  they  seldom 
refused  bi'ead  or  meat  if  oflered  them,  I  have  never  been  able  to 
make  them  eat  with  us,  and  when  they  left  us  they  generally 
threw  away  the  bread  and  meat  :  but  fish  they  always  accepted, 
and  would  broil  and  eat  it. 

The  ground  having  been  seen  raised  in  several  places,  as  is 
common  in  England,  where  poor  people  are  buried  I  had  one  of 
these  graves  opened,  and  from  the  ashes  had  no  doubt  but  that 
they  burn  their  dead.  From  the  appearance  of  the  ashes,  the  body 
must  be  laid  at  length  only  a  few  inches  below  the  surface,  and 
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is,  \vitl\  the  wood  ashes  made  by  burning  the  body,  covered  lightly       1788 
over  with  mould,  fern,  and  a  few  stones.      A  grave  was  opened     15  May. 
by  Captain  Hunter,  in  which  part  of  a  jawbone  was  found,  not 
consumed  by  the  tire,  but  we  have  seen  very  few  of  these  graves, 
;ind  none  near  their  huts. 

It  is  not  230ssible  to  determine  with  any  accuracy  the  number  of  Number  of 
natives,  but  I  think  that  in  B(jtany  Bay,  Port  Jackson,  Broken  Bay,  p'^,y,'fation. 
and  the  intermediate  coast  they  cannot  be  less  than  one  thousand 
five  hundred. 

In  goinij  to  examine  a  cove  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
(Shell  Cove)  I  found  a  passage  with  deep  water  into  a  branch  of 
the  harbour  that  runs  to  the  north-west,  and  finding  on  examining 
that  there  was  a  run  of  fresh  water  that  came  fi'om  the  westward, 
I  went  a  few  days  after  to  examine  the  source.  I  landed  with 
four  days'  provision,  several  officers,  and  a  small  party  of  marines, 
and  found  to  the  northward  of  this  part  of  the  harbour  a  large  Lake 
lake,  which  we  examined,  tho'  not  without  great  labour,  for  it  is  ^'''"^  ®'^"' 
surrounded  with  a  bog  and  large  marsh,  in  which  we  were 
frequently  up  to  the  middle  There  we  saw  a  black  swan  ;  it  was 
larger  than  the  common  swan,  and  when  it  rose,  after  being  fired 
at,  the  wings  appeared  to  be  edged  with  white;  there  is  some  red 
on  the  bill,  and  it  is  a  very  noble  bird.  With  great  labour,  in 
three  days  we  got  round  the  swamps  and  marshes,  from  which  all 
the  fresh  water  drains  that  this  harbour  is  supplied  with. 

The  country  we  past  thro'  when  we  left  the  low  grounds  was 
the  most  rocky  and  barren  I  ever  saw  ;  the  ascending  and  descend- 
ing of  the  mountains  being  practicable  only  in  particular  places, 
J>ut  covered  with  flowering  shrubs  ;  and  when  about  fifteen  miles 
from  the  sea-coast  we  had  a  very  fine  view  of  the  mountains  inland, 
the  northermost  of  which  I  named  Carmarthen  Hills,*  and  the  Carmar- 
.southermost  Lansdowne   Hills. f     A  mountain  between  I  called  Lansdowne 
llichmond  Hill,;  and  from  the  rising  of  these  mountains  I  did  not  Hills. 
doubt  but  that  a  large  river  would  be  found,  in  search  of  which 
I  set  off  the  22nd  of  April,  with  six  days'  provision.     We  were 
eleven  officers  and  men,  and  landed  near  the  head  of  the  harbour. 
Here  the  country  was  good,  l)ut  we  soon  came  to  a  close  cover, 
tliat  we  endeavoured  for  some  time  to  get  thro',  but  were  obliged 
tf)  return,  and  the  next  day  past  this  cover  by  keeping  along  the 
l)anks  of  a  small  creek  for  about  four  miles.       The  three  following 
<lays    we    proceeded    to    the    westward,    finding  the   country   in  Fine 
general  as  fine  as  any  I  ever  saw,  the  trees  growing  from  twenty  the 
to  forty  feet  fi-om  each  othei-,   and,   except  in  particular  places  ^vcstward. 
where  the  soil  was  stony  and  very  poor,   no  underwood.     The 

*  Named  after  the  Marquis  of  Carmartlicn,  afterwards  Puke  of  Leeds,  who  was  Secretary 
•f  State  for  tlie  Korei(,'n  Department,  and  administered  tlie  affairs  of  the  colonies  durinj,'  a 
])art  of  the  year  1783. 

t  Named  after  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  (Earl  of  Shelburne). 

X  .Named,  it  is  supposed,  after  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  then  Master-General  of  the 
Ordnance. 
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1788       country  thro'  which  we  past  was  mostly  level,  or  only  rising  in 
15  May.      small  hills,  which  gave  it  a  pleasing  and  picturesque  appearance. 
The  fifth  day  we  got  to  a  rising  ground,   and  for  the  first  time 
since  we  landed  saw  Carmarthen  Hills,  as,  likewise,  the  hills  to  the 
southward.      The  country  round  this  hill  was  so  beautiful  that  I 
called  the  hill  Bellevue,  but  the  hills  we  wished  to  reach  still 
appeared  to  be  at  least  thirty  miles  from  us.     We  had  been  five 
days  out,  and  the  want  of  provisions  obliged  us  to  return  to  the 
spot  we  left,  ])y  the  track  we  went,  otherwise  our  journey  might  be 
Exploration  lengthened  several  days  longer  than  we  expected,  by  meeting  with 
^  ^^'^  •       deep  ravines,  which  we  might  be  obliged  to  go  round ;  and,  I  believe, 
no  country  can  be  more  difficult  to  peiietrate  into  than  this  is,  tho' 
we  always  found  pools  of  water  that  had  remained  after  the  rainy 
season,  yet,  as  that  could  not  be  depended  on,  the  water  necessary  for 
the  day  was  always  carried,  which,  with  the  provisions,  arms,  and 
a  couple  of  tents,  obliged  every  officer  and  man  to  carry  a  very 
heavy  load,  but  which  at  present  was  so  much  lightened,   and 
having  the  trees  marked,  in  one  day  and  a  half  we  got  back  to  the 
head  of  the  harbour.     We  had  been  thirty  miles  to  the  westward, 
and  had  seen  a  country  that  might  be  cultivated  with  ease,  and  I 
Land  fit  for   intended  returninsf  in  a  few  days  in  hopes  of  reaching  the  bottom 
c   tna  ion.    ^£  Lan.(jgf|Q-^n.  Or  Carmarthen  Hills ;  and  the  tracing  of  the  natives 
inland,  added  to  the  hopes  of  finding  a  large  river,  which  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country  promised,  made  everyone,  notwithstanding  the 
fatigue,  desirous  of  being  of  the  party  ;  but  my  having  when  I  went 
to  Broken  Bay,  before  I  was  perfectly  recovered  from  the  complaint 
Hardships  of  which  had  been  so  general,  slept  several  nights  on  the  wet  ground, 
°'     brought  on  a  pain  in  the  side,  which  this  journey  increased  so  much 
that  I  found  a  few  weeks'  rest  necessary  after  I  returned. 

I  have  had   the  honor    of  informing  your  Lordship  that  we 
Good  now  know  there  is  a  good  country  near  us,  and  it  shall  be  settled 

countrv  »/  ^ 

near  tiie        and  cultivated  early  in  the  spring.     In  this  journey  I  was  surprized 

settlement.    ^^  g^^j  temporary  huts  made  by  the  natives  far  inland,  where  they 

must  depend  solely  on  animals  for  food,   and  to  procure  which 

we  have  never  yet  seen  any  other  weapon  than  the  spear,  which 

is  certainly  very  inferior  to  our  guns,  and  with  which  in  this 

journey,  tho'  we  were  in  want  of  provisions  for  the  last  two  days, 

procured  us  barely  sufficient  for  two  meals.     These  huts  consist  of 

only  a  single  piece  of  bark,  about  eleven  feet  in  length,  and  from 

Gunyah.".      four  to  six  feet  in  breath,  being,  when  stripped  from  the  tree,  bent 

in  the  middle,  and  sat  up  as  children  put  up  a  card,  affording 

shelter  against  a  shower  of  rain  if  you  sit  under  it.     The  hut  may, 

perhaps,  only  be  intended  to  hide  them  from  the  animals  they  lay 

in  wait  for.     Near  one  of  these  huts  we  found  some  of  the  bones 

of  a  kangaroo,  and  saw  sevei'al  trees  that  were  on  fire  ;  the  natives, 

Trees  on        I  suppose,  had  left  them  on  our  approach.      I  also  found  the  root 

^'^'  of  fern,  or  something  like  the  fern  root,  that  had  been  chewed  by 
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one  of  the  natives  ;  he  could  only  have  left  the  spot  a  few  minutes  ;       1788 
but  we  never  saw  any  of  them,  and  I  believe  their  numbers  in     15  May. 
these  woods  must  be  vei-y  small.    A\'liether  they  live  in  the  woods 
by  choice,  or  are  driven  from  the  society  of  those  who  inhabit  the 
sea-coast,  or  whether  they  travel  to  a  distant  part  of  the  country, 
I  can  form  no  judgment  at  present.     The  bark  of  many  of  the 
trees  were  cut  in  notches,  and  at  the  foot  of  one  tree  we  found  the 
fur  of  a  flying  squirrel.     Many  trees  were  seen  with  holes  that 
had  been  enlarged  by  the  natives  to  get  at  the  animal,  either  the  How  the 
squirrel,  kangaroo  rat,  or  opossum,  for  the  going  in  of  which  pei'haps  ^^l^^ 
they  wait  under  their  temporary  huts,  and  as  the  enlarging  these  smau  game. 
holes  could  only  be  done  with  the  shell  they  use  to  separate  the 
oysters  from  the  rocks,  must  require  great  patience.      Against 
several  trees  where  the  hole  was  near  the  ground,  but  too  high  to 
reach,  boughs  of  trees  were  laid  for  to  climb  up  by.     We  saw  many 
places  where  the  natives  had  made  fires,  but  at  one  place  only 
were  any  oyster  or  muscle  shells  seen,  and  there  not  more  than 
half-a-dozen,  and  no  fish-bones,  so  that  when  they  go  inland  they 
certainly  do  not  carry  any  fish  to  support  them. 

In  Botany  Bay,  Port  Jackson,  and  Broken  Bay  we  frequently  Aboris-inal 
saw  the  tigui'es  of  men,  shields,  and  fish  roughly  cut  on  the  rocks;  '^'^^^'"°- 
and  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  I  saw  the  figure  of  a  man  in  the 
attitude  they  put  themselves  in  when  they  are  going  to  dance, 
which  was  much  better  done  than  I  had  seen  before,  and  the 
figure  of  a  large  lizard  was  sufficiently  well  executed  to  satisfy 
every  one  what  animal  was  meant. 

In  all  the  country  thro'  which  I  have  passed  I  have  seldom  Traces  of 
gone  a  quarter  of  a  mile  without  seeing  trees  which  ap'pear  to  have  *'''''"• 
been  destroyed  by  fire.  We  have  seen  very  heavy  thunderstorms, 
and  I  believe  the  gum-tree  strongly  attracts  the  lightning,  but 
the  natives  always  make  their  fire,  if  not  before  their  own  huts, 
at  the  root  of  a  gum-tree,  which  burns  very  freely,  and  they  never 
put  a  fire  out  when  they  leave  the  place. 

Near  some  water  we  saw  the  dung  of  an  animal  that  fed  on  plenty  of 
grass,   and   which   I   thought  could   not  be    less  than    a    horse.  *''*'"'^- 
Kangaroos  were  frequently  seen,  but  very  shy,  and  it  is  a  little 
extraordinary  that  more  of  these  animals  are  seen  near  the  camp 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  they  are 
fired  at  almost  daily.     Black  swans  are  found  on  most  of  the  Black  swans, 
lakes,  and  a  bird  as  large  as  the  ostrich  was  killed  while  I  was  at 
Broken  Bay.     It  differs  both  from    the    ostrich    and    the  emu. 
Several  have  been  seen,  but  they  are  very  shy,  and  much  swifter 
than  the  greyhounds.     Here  are  wild  ducks,  teal,   and  quails,  vviid  duciis. 
with  great  variety  of  small  birds. 

On  my  return  from  this  excursion  I  had  the  mortification  to  find  Sheep  kilkd 
that  five  ewes  and  a  lamb  had  been  killed  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  ^oji?  ""^ 
and  very  near  the  camp,  I  apprehend  by  some  of  the  native  dogs. 
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15  May. 

Departure  of 
transports 
for  China — 
the  Supply 
to  Lord 
Howe 
Island. 


Buildinsjs. 


Writing' 

under 

ditticulties. 


12  Feb. 


King's  ajj- 
pointment. 
to  Norfolk 
Island. 


The  beginning  of  May  the  rainy  season  was  once  more  sup- 
posed to  be  set  in,  but  after  a  week  Ave  had  fine  weather. 

The  three  transports  for  China*  sailed  the  5th,  6th,  and  8th  of 
May ;  and  the  Supply,  having  been  caulked,  sailed  the  6th  to 
Lord  Howe  Island,  to  endeavour  to  procure  turtle,  in  hopes  of 
checking  the  scurvy,  with  which  most  of  the  people  are  aft'ected, 
and  near  two  hundred  rendered  incapable  of  doing  any  work.  It 
is  not  possible  to  send  the  Sirius  to  the  northward,  for  she  inust 
then  have  her  carpenters,  and  only  three  of  those  hired  from  the 
transports  now  remain  •  and  tho'  the  detachment  began  to  build 
barracks  for  the  use  of  the  men  and  huts 'for  the  ofiicers  the 
14th  of  February,  and  near  a  hundred  convicts  were  given  to 
assist  in  this  work,  they  are  not  yet  finished,  nor  is  the  hospital 
or  the  store-house  that  is  to  receive  the  provisions  still  remaining 
on  board  three  transports,  and  on  these  works  the  carpenters  of 
the  Sirius  are  employed.  I  have  before  pointed  out  the  great 
labour  in  clearing  the  ground  as  one  cause  of  our  slow  progress. 

Your  Lordship  will,  I  hope,  excuse  the  confused  manner  in 
which  I  have  in  this  letter  given  an  account  of  what  has  past 
since  I  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  has  been  written  at 
different  times,  and  my  situation  at  present  does  not  permit  me 
to  begin  so  long  a  letter  again,  the  canvas  house  I  am  under  being 
neither  wind  nor  water  proof.  I  have,  &c., 

[Enclosure.]  ^-   I'hillip. 

Government  of  Norfolk  Island. 
By  His  Excellency  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.,  Governor-in-Chief  and 
Captain-General  in  and  ovei-  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New 
South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  itc,  ifec,  &c. 
By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me,  I  do  hereby 
constitute  and  appoint  you,  Philip  Gidley  King,  Superintendant 
and  Commandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  of  the  settlement  to  be 
made  thereon,  f 

You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  dischai'ge  the  duty 
of  Superintendant  and  Commandant  of  the  same,  by  doing  and 
performing  all  and  every  such  instructions  as  you  have,  or  may 
hereafter,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  me,  for  the  good  of  his 
Majesty's  service. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  head-quarters,  in  Port 
Jackson,  New  South  Wales,  this  12th  day  of  February, 
1788.  Arthur  Phillip. 

To  Philip  Gidley  King,  Esq., 

Superintendant  and  Commandant  of  Norfolk  Island. 
By  Command  of  his  Excellency. 

Andrew  Miller,  Secretary. 

*"  Scarborough,  Charlotte,  and  Lady  Penrhyn. 

t  See  Phillip's  despatch  to  Lord  Sydney,  ante,  p.  124.      Kiiijf  was  afterwards  appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk  Island  bj'  Commission,  post,  p.  287. 
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[Enclosure.]  1788 

Instructions  for  Philip  Gidley  King,  Esq.,  SuperintencLant  and      12  Fei>. 

Coiniiiandant  of  the  Settlement  of  Norfolk  Island. 

With  these  Instructions  you  will  receive  my  Commission  appoint-  Kinga 

ing    you    to    superintend    and    command    the    settlement    to    be 

formed  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  to  obey  all  such  orders  as  you 

.shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  me,  his  Majesty's  Governor- 

in-Chief  and    Captain-General   of   the   territory   of    New   South 

Wales  and  its  dependencies,  or  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in 

my  absence. 

You  are  therefore  to  proceed  in  his  Majesty's  armed  tender 

Supply,  whose  commander  has  my  orders  to  receive  you  with  the 

men  and  women,  stores  and  provisions,  necessary  for  forming  the 

intended  settlement,  and  on  your  landing  on  Norfolk  Island  take  Settlement 

.  .  to  be 

upon  you  the  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  causing  my  fonned. 

Commission  appointing  you  Superintendant  over  the  said  settle- 
ment to  be  publicly  read. 

And  after  having  taken  the  necessary  measures  for  securing  J^?^  island 
yourself  and  people,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  stores  and  culthateii. 
provisions,  you  are  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  ilax-plant,  which  you  will  lind  growing  spontaneously  on  the 
island,  as  likewise  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  corn,  and  other 
grains,  with  the  seeds  of  which  you  are  furnished,  and  which  you 
are  to  regard  as  public  stock,  and  of  the  increase  of  which  you 
are  to  send  me  an  account,  that  I  may  know  what  quantity  may 
be  drawn  from  the  island  for  the  public  use,  or  what  supplies 
may  be  necessary  to  send  hereafter.     It  is  left  to  your  discretion 
to   use  such  part  of  the  corn  that   is    raised  as  may  be  found 
necessary ;  but  this  you  are  to  do  with  the  greatest  economy.  Economy  in 
And  as  the  corn,  flax,  cotton,  and  other  grains  are  the  property  grainf*^  ° 
of  the  Crown,  and  are  as  such  to  be  accounted  for,  you  are  to 
keep  an  exact  account  of  the  increase,  and  you  will,  in  future, 
receive  directions  for  the  disposal  thereof. 

You  are  to  inform  yourself  of  the  nature  of  the  soil,  what  pro-  The 
portion  of  land  you  tind  proper  for  the  cultivation  of  corn,  flax,  and  of  the  island 
cotton,  as  likewise  what  quantity  of  cattle  may  be  bred  on  the  *"  '^'r  , 
island,  and  the  number  of   people  you   judge  necessary  for  the 
above  purposes.     You  will  likewise  obser\e  what  are  the  prevail- 
ing winds  in  the  diflerent  seasons  of  the  year,  the  best  anchorage 
according  to  the  season,  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides,  likewise 
when  the  dry  and  rainy  seasons  begin  and  end. 

You  will  l)e  furnished  with  a  four-oared  boat,  and  you  are  not  ^^l^'F^, 
on  any  consideration  to  l)uild  or  to  permit  the  building  of  any  built, 
vessel  or  boat  whatever  that  is  decked,  or  of  any  boat  oi'  vessel 
that  is  not  decked,  whose  length  of  keel  exceeds  twenty  feet ;  and 
if  by  any  accident  any  vessel  or  boat  that  exceeds  twenty  feet 
keel  .should   be  driven  on  the   island,  you  are   immediately  to 
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1788       cause  such  boat  or  vessel  to  be  scuttled,  oi'  otherwise  rendered 
12  Feb.      unserviceable,  letting  her  remain  in  that  state  until  you  receive 
further  directions  from  me. 
Provisions         You  will  be  furnished  with  provisions  for  six  months,  within 
months.        which  time  you  will  receive  an  additional  supply,  but,  as  you  will 
be  able  to  procure  fish  and  vegetables,  you  are  to  endeavour  to 
make  the  provisions  you  receive  serve  as  long  as  possible. 
Convicts  to        The  convicts  being  the  servants  of  the  Crown  till  the  time  for 
public.          which  they  are  sentenced  is  expii-ed,  their  labour  is  to  be  for  the 
public,  and  you    are  to  take  particular  notice  of   their  general 
good  or  bad  behaviour,  that  they  may  hereafter  be  employed  or 
rewarded  according  to  their  different  merits. 
Observance        You  are  to  cause  the  prayers  of  the  Church  of  England  to  be 
re  igion.    ^,gg^^  with  all  due  solemnity  every  Sunday,  and  you  are  to  enforce 
a  due  observance  of  religion  and  good  order,  transmitting  to  me, 
as  often  as  opportunity  offers,  a  full  account  of  your  particular 
situation  and  transactions, 
with^tradin        You  are  not  to  permit  any  intercourse  or  trade  with  any  ships 
vessels          or  vessels  that  may  stop  at  the  island,  whether  English  or  of  any 
pro  ibite  .    Q^hgj,  nation,  unless  such  ships  or  vessels  are  in  distress,  in  which 
case  you  are  to  afford  them  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  your  power. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  head-quarters,  in   Port  Jackson, 
New  South  Wales,  this  12th  day  of  February,  1788. 
Arthur  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 
My  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  May  16,  1788. 

16  May.  I  have  in  my  first  letter  had  the  honour  of  observing  to  your 

Superinten-   Lordship  the  great  want  of  proper  persons  to  superintend  the 
dents  convicts.     The  ofiicers  who  compose  the  detachment  are  not  only 

wanted.  n         ■  cii  ni-i  •  p 

tew  m  number,  but  most  or  them  have  declined  any  mterterence 
with  the  convicts,  except  when  they  are  employed  for  their  own 
particular  service.  I  requested  soon  after  we  landed  that  ofiicers 
would  occasionally  encourage  such  as  they  observed  diligent,  and 
point  out  for  punishment  such  as  they  saw  idle  or  straggling  in 
Reluctance  the  woods.  This  was  all  I  desired,  but  the  olficers  did  not  under- 
superids"  °  stand  that  any  interference  with  the  convicts  was  expected,  and 
convicts.  that  they  were  not  sent  out  to  do  more  than  the  duty  of  soldiers. 
The  consequence  must  be  obvious  to  your  Lordship.  Here  are  only 
convicts  to  attend  to  convicts,  and  who  in  general  fear  to  exert 
any  authority,  and  very  little  labour  is  drawn  from  them  in  a 
country  which  requires  the  greatest  exertions.  In  this  declara- 
tion I  do  not  mean  to  include  the  Lieut. -Governor,*  who  has  shown 
every  attention  that  could  be  expected  from  him  ;  and  the  Judge- 
Advocate,!  acting  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  with  a  diligence  that 

*  Robert  Ross.  Major  of  Marines  and  Commandant  of  the  detachment  at  Port  Jackson, 
t  David  Collins,  Captain  of  Marines,  aiso  Secretary  to  the  Go\ernor. 
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does  him  the  greatest  credit,  they  are  under  as  good  order  as  our      1788 
present  situation  permits.  16  May. 

The  sitting  as  members  of   the  Criminal  Court  is  thought  a  officerT 
hardship  by  the  officers,  and  of   which  they  say  they  were  not  object  to  sit 

t/  «/  t/  ^  „  criiiiiniiA 

informed  before  they  left  England.      It  is  necessary  to  mention  court. 
this  circumstance  to  your  Lordship,  that  officers  coming  out  may 
know  that  a  young  colony  requires  somethmg  more  from  officers 
than  garrison  duty. 

The  not  having  the  power  of  immediately  granting  lands  the  Disap- 
officers  likewise  feel  as  a  hardship.     They  say  that  they  shall  be  ^etung  nt 
obliged  to  make  their  minds  up  as  to  the  staying  in  the  country  land. 
or  returning  before  they  can  know  what  the  bounty  of  Govern- 
ment intends  them. 

As  it  is,  my  Lord,  impossible  for  the  Commissary  to  attend  to  Assistant 
the  issuing  of  provisions  without  some  person  of  confidence  to  appo^nted!^ 
assist  and  to  be  charged  with  the  details,  I  have  appointed  the 
person  who  was  charged  with  the  victuallmg  the  convicts  from 
England. 

There  is  likewise  a  veiy  useful  person  who  acts  as  Provost-  Superinten- 
Martial  (the  one  appointed  in  England  not  having  come  out),  and  works. ' 
who  likewise  superintends  the  diffiirent  works  gomg  on. 

Two  people,  who  are  farmers,  and  the  clerk  of  the  Sirius  are  Making:  men 
employed  in  cultivating  ground,  and  in  the  store,  as  likewise  a  ^^®*^'- 
smith  that  superintends  the  convict  smiths.      As  the  granting 
these  people  any  land  would  at  present  draw  their  attention  from 
the  public  service,  I  have  promised  that  their  situation  should  be 
represented  to  your  Lordship.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

My  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  N.S.  Wales,  May  16,  1788. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmiting  your  Lordship  copies  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  battalion  court-martial,  and  the  letters  which 
passed  on  that  occasion,*  by  which  your  Lordshij)  will  see  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  commandant  of  the  detachment  for  puting  Officers 
the  officers  under  arrest,  as  likewise  the  reasons  giving  [given  ?]  airest. 
by  the  court  for  not  altering  the  sentence. 

Battalion  court-martial  being  ordei-ed  by  Major  Ross,  as  Com- 
mandant of  the  detachment,  when  he  judged  necessaiy,  I  was 
not  informed  of  the  courtsf  being  under  arrest  till  the  next 
morning,  when  he  came  to  inform  me,  and  I  used  every  means  in 
my  power  to  prevent  a  general  court-martial,  the  inconveniences 
of  which  were  obvious.  Any  accommodation  being  declined,  I 
did   not  judge  it  prudent  to  put  the  guards  in    the  charge  of 

*  Post,  pp.  140-141,  159-164. 

t  The  ott-.cers  constituting-  the   court,   viz.,  Capt.-Lt.   Tench,  1st   Lt.  Kellow,   1st  Lt. 
Poulden,  1st  Lt.  Davey,  and  Ist  Lt.  Tiuiins. 
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strikes  a 
comrade. 


1788      serjants,  which  must  have  l^een  done  to  assemble  the  court,  the 
16  May.       number  of  officers    capable   of   doing  duty   being    but  thirteen. 
I  therefore  ordered  the  officers  to  return   to   their  duty  till  a 
general  court-martial  could  be  assembled.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 

Proceedings  of  a  court-martial  held  at  Port  Jackson,   by  order 
of  Major  Ross,  Commandant  of  the  Battalion  of  Marines. 

Captain-Lieut.  Tench,  President. 

Members: — First   Lieut.   Kellow,   F.    Lieut.   Davey,   F.  Lieut. 
Poulden,  F.  Lieut.  Timins. 
IS  March.  18th  March,  1788. 

Joseph  Hunt,  private  of  the  15th  Compy.,  bro't  to  trial  for 
striking  William  Dempsey,  private  in  Captain  Meredith's  cy., 
when  going  to  the  cooking-place. 

William  Dempsey  prosecutes,  and  informs  the  court  that  on 
Sunday  evening  last,  as  he  was  going  to  the  cooking-place  with  a 
pot  in  his  hand  to  boil,  he  saw  Jane  Fitzgerald,  a  female  convict, 
talking  to  another  marine.  The  woman  (Fitzgerald)  asked  him 
how  he  did.  He  told  her  he  was  well,  immediately  on  which  the 
prisoner  came  up  and  struck  him  with  a  stick.  On  his  asking 
Hunt  the  meaning  of  such  treatment,  he  told  him  that  he  would 
let  him  know  that  he  had  no  right  to  speak  to  any  woman  of  his 
(the  prisoner's)  ship.  Thos.  Jones,  marine,  then  coming  up, 
asked  why  he  struck  Dempsey.  He  directly  called  him  a  Ports- 
mouth rascal,  and  told  him  to  go  directly  out  of  his  sight.  On 
further  advice  from  Jones  to  return  to  his  tent,  the  prisoner  at 
length  complied. 
Evidence.  Thomas  Jones,  private  of  the   15th  Compy.,  informs  the  court 

that  he  was  standing  near  the  cooking-place  on  Sunday  evening, 
when  he  heard  some  words  between  the  prosecutor  and  prisoner 
of  an  angry  nature,  but  which  he  could  not  distinctly  make  out. 
He  says  that  he  saw  no  blows  pass,  and  that  after  some  little  time 
Hunt  went  away  towards  his  tent. 

James  Wedman,  private  of  the  5th  Compy.,  informs  the  court 
that  he  was  at  the  cooking-place  at  the  time  William  Dempsey 
came  up,  and  that  on  a  female  convict  speaking  to  him,  the  prisoner 
struck  him  on  the  shoulders  with  a  small  stick  he  had  in  his  hand. 
Dempsey  showed  some  dissatisfaction  at  this,  upon  which  Hunt 
struck  him  twice  on  the  head  with  his  hst,  and  on  being  told  by 
the  prosecutor  that  he  would  complain  of  him,  the  prisoner  said 
that  if  he  pleas'd  he  was  welcome  to  do  so.  After  this  Hunt  went 
away  to  the  encampment. 

Question  from  the  prisoner  to  Wedman :~  Did  you  hear  me  say 
to  Dempsey  that  he  should  not  speak  to  a  woman  of  the  ship  I 
came  out  in  ?     Answer  :  I  did  not. 
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Question  from  the  prisoner  to  the  prosecutor  : — Did  I  strike  you       1788 
■with   my  open  hand  or  my  clench'd  fist  1     Answer :    I  am  not    18  March, 
certain  what  it  was,  tho'  I  think  rather  with  the  open  hand. 

The  prisoner,  being  put  on  his  defence,  acknowledges  that  he  The  offence 
struck  the  prosecutor,  but  says  that  he  was  not  in  earnest  in  it, 
and  did  it  not  with  the  intention  of  hurting  him.  Denies  having 
said  to  him  that  he  would  not  allow  him  to  speak  to  any  woman 
of  the  ship  he  came  out  in,  and  submits  himself  to  the  mercy  of  the 
court.  The  prisoner  calls  on  the  President  of  the  court  and  Lieu- 
tenants Poulden  and  Timins  for  a  character,  and  those  members 
are  glad  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  give  him  the  character  of  a 
good  soldier. 

The  court  was  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  the  crime 
laid  to  his  charge,  and  falls  under  a  breach  of  the  18th  Article  of 
the  1 4th  section  of  the  Articles  of  War,  and  do  sentence  him  either 
to  ask  puljlic  pardon  before  the  battalion  of  William  Dempsev,  ''''^^^ 
the  soldier  whom  he  struck  and  injur'd,  or  to  receive  one  hundred 
lashes  on  his  bare  back,  by  the  drummers  of  the  detachment,  and 
where  the  commanding  officer  shall  appoint. 

Watkix  Tench, 
Capt.-Lt.  Mars.  [Marines]  and  President. 

The  court  having  met  a  second  time,  by  order  of  the  command-  Jtsconfirma- 
ing  officer,  to  reconsider  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  crime  laid  to 
the  prisoner's  chai'ge,  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  prosecution, 
the  prisoner's  defence,  and  their  own  judgment,  do  not  in  delibera- 
ting among  themselves  see  any  cause  to  rescind  the  sentence  they 
have  already  given.  Watkix  Tench, 

Capt.-Lieut.  and  President. 


Proposed  Trading  Settlement  at  Norfolk  Island. 

London,  May  24,  1788.         24  May. 
To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Sydney,  one  of  his  Majestie's 

Principal  Secretarys  of  State,  etc.,  &c. 
The  petition  of  Sir  George  Young,  Knt.,  and  John  Call,  Esquire, 

in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others, — 
Sheweth — 

That  your  petitioners  have  it  in  contemplation  to  form  a 
settlement  on  a  small  uninhabited  island,  first  discovered"  by 
Captain  Cook,  and  by  him  named  Norfolk  Island,*  lying  in  the 
latitude  of  29^  2'  south,  and  longitude  108°  IG'  east  from  Green- 
wich, in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  order  to  promote  the  cultivation  of 
the  New  Z(!aland  flax-jjlant,  and  the  growth  of  pine  timber  for  pjax  and 
masts,  being  persuaded  that  if  tliey  ai-e  fortunate  enough  to  timber. 
succeed   in  their    undertaking    it    will  be   attended    with   great 

■*  The  petitioners  were  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  this  island  }ia(l  been  taken  possession 
of  by  Lieutenant  King,  and  a  settlement  planted  there,  three  months  before  the  date  of 
their  ai)pIication. 
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Sir, 


national  utility,  by  furnishing  a  future  supply  of  those  valuable 
articles  of  cordage  and  masts  for  his  Majestie's  ships-of-war  in 
India,  which  have  hitherto  been  obtained  at  an  enormous  expense, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  conveying  them  thither,  and  from  their 
scarcity  have  often  reduced  the  maritime  force  employ'd  in  the 
East  Indies  to  ajreat  inconvenience  and  even  distress. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  considering  the  great  expence  and 
risque  they  must  necessarily  incur  in  prosecuting  an  enterprise 
in  which  if  they  succeed  the  nation  cannot  fail  in  being  benehted, 
A  free  grant,  humbly  solicit  from  his  Majesty  a  grant  to  them  and  their  heirs 
for  ever  of  the  said  island,  to  be  held  of  the  Crown  as  of  the 
Manor  of  East  Greenwich.  Geo.  Young. 

Jno.  Call. 

Surgeon  White  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 

July  the  4th,  1788. 
Among  the  troops,  their  wives  and  children,  as  well  as 
the  convicts  who  have  been  ill,  the  want  of  necessaries 
to  aid  the  operation  of  medicine  has  been  most  materially  and 
sensibly  felt.  My  duty  leads  me  to  mention  this  circumstance  to 
your  Excellency  in  order  that  you  may  use  such  means  for  their 
procurement  as  may  seem  most  expedient. 

For  your  Excellency's  information  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
insert  the  articles  in  the  marofin*  which  come  under  the  head  of 
necessaries,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  add  blankets  and  sheets  for 
the  hospital,  none  of  which  are  in  the  colony,  altho'  they  are 
essential  and  absolutely  necessary.  The  want  of  them  makes 
that  observance  and  attention  to  cleanliness  (a  circumstance 
which  among  sick  persons  cannot  be  too  much  inculcated  or 
attended  to),  utterly  impossible.  With  respect  to  necessaries, 
our  situation  here,  constantly  living  on  salt  provisions  without 
any  possibility  of  a  change,  makes  them  more  necessary  than 
perhaps  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  globe.     I  have,  &c., 

John  White,  Surgeon. 


among 


Spirits  for 

soldiers' 

Wives. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  ISTepean. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 

Dear  Sir,  July  the  5th,  1788. 

Having,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  I  received  from  the 

Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Sydney,  ordered  the  Commissary  to 

purchase  a  sufficient  quantity  of  spirits  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  serve 

the  garrison  for  three  years  from  the  time  of  their  landing,  the 

same  is  issued  according  to  the  instructions  ;  but  the  soldiers' 

wives  soon  after  landing  being  sickly,  and  the  surgeon  judging 

that  a  small  quantity  of  spirits  would  be  of  service,  I  then  ordered 

the  Commissary  to  issue  to  each  soldier's  wife  half  the  proportion 

*  Sugar,  sago,  barley,  rice,  oatmeal,  currants,  spices,  vinegar,  portable  soup,  tamarinds. 
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of  spirits  allowed  the  husbands — that  is,  one-quarter  of  a  pint 
per  day,  on  condition  that  the  quantity  so  issued  should  be  here- 
after stop'd  from  the  husbands'  allowance  if  not  approved  of.  ^  "^"^^'• 

The  same  ration  is  settled  by  the  Navy  Board  for  the  detach- 
ment as  for  the  convicts,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :— 

Rations  for  seven  days  successively  for  each  marine  and  male  Rations, 
convict — 

Seven  pounds  of  bread,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  seven  pounds  of  flour. 

Seven  pounds  of  beef,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  four  pounds  of  pork  ; 
three  pints  of  pease;  six  ounces  of  butter;  one  pound  of  flour,  or, 
in  lieu  thereof,  half  a  pound  of  rice. 

I  am  informed  that  seven  pounds  of  pork  is  given  to  the 
soldiers  in  the  settlement  when  they  are  served  pork,  and  not 
four  pounds  of  pork  in  lieu  of  seven  pounds  of  beef ;  and  here, 
as  is  the  custom  of  the  Navy,  the  eighth  is  deducted. 

You  will,  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  explain  the  intent  of  Government  stoppage  of 
on  this  head.     The  eighth  is  stopped  for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown,  Percentage. 
and  to  make  up  for  the  loss  in  serving  in  small  quantities.     The 
Commissary,  of  course,  has  not  any  advantage  from  the  provisions. 

The  one  pound  of  flour  is  not  clearly  understood.     If  intended 
to  be  given  weekly,  as  is  done,  or  if  it  was  intended  to  be  given 
in  lieu  of  pease,  which  from  the  manner  of  wording  the  order 
from  the  Navy  Board  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  intention 
of  Government.      If  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Government  that  the  what  does 
eighth  should  be  stopped,  I  have  promised  that  they  should  be  Q^fvemment 
repaid  when  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  intend  ? 
his  Majesty's  Treasury  have  signified  their  pleasure  thereon. 

Every  possible  attention  will  be  given  to  the  cultivation  of  the  piax. 
flax-plant  when  circumstances  permit,  and  on  our  first  arrival  in 
this  port  it  was  frequently  met  with  ;  but  when  I  judged  the 
seed  to  he  ripe,  and  ordered  it  to  be  collected,  veiy  little  was  found, 
and  none  in  those  places  where  it  had  been  seen  in  any  quantity, 
which  I  impute  to  the  natives  pulling  up  the  plant  when  in 
flower  to  make  their  fishing-lines.  A  few  plants  have  been 
collected,  and  which  are  sent  home  under  the  care  of  the  agent 
of  the  transports. 

Sheep  do  not  thrive  in  this  country  at  present,  but  as  many  cows  sheep  do 
with  one  or  two  young  bulls  as  the  ships  intended  for  this  settle-  nottlirivc. 
ment  that  touch  at  the  Cape  can  receive  on  board  will,  I  hope,  be 
ordered,  as  likewise  seeds  and  a  few  quarters  of  wheat,  barley, 
and  Indian  corn. 

Cloathing  for  the  natives,  if  sent  out,  will,  I  daresay,  be  very  clothing  for 
accejjtable  to  them  when  they  come  amongst  us.    I  should  recom-  *^^  natives 
mend  long  frocks  and  jackets  only,  wliich  will  equally  serve  both 
men  and  women. 

A  great  part  of  the  cloathing  I  have,  sir,  already  observed  was  Bad 
very  bad,  and  a  great  part  of  it  was  likewise  too  small  for  people  clothing. 
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of  common  size.     If  some  coarse  blankets  were  to  be  sent  out  they 
would  greatly  contribute  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  convicts. 

In  addition  to  the  frocks  and  jackets  for  the  natives,  good  house 
carpenters'  axes,  hats,  hooks  and  lines  will  be  the  most  beneficial, 
as  well  as  most  acceptable,  to  the  natives.  I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

Major  Ross  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  9th  July,  1788. 

You  will  please  to  inform  their  Lordships  that  I  have 
permitted  First  Lieutenant  James  Maxwell  and  Second  Lieutenant 
William  Collins  to  return  to  England,  in  consequence  of  the  report 
made  to  the  Governor  and  me  of  the  impossibility  of  their  recover- 
ing their  health  in  this  country. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  surgeons,*  and  the 
Governor  is  to  order  them  a  passage  in  such  of  the  returning 
transports  as  he  chooses. 

I  have  directed  them,  upon  their  arrival  in  England,  to  transmit 
to  you  a  copy  of  their  letter  of  leave,  as  likewise  an  account  of 
their  then  state  of  health,  and  to  request  their  Lordships'  orders 
for  their  future  proceedings. 

The  several  duties  we  have  to  perform  being  very  sevei'e  upon 
the  officers  in  general,  and  the  subalterns  in  particular,  I  beg  to 
assure  their  Lordships  that  nothing  less  than  the  chance  of  saving 
those  officers'  lives  could  have  made  me  grant  the  leave  they 
requested,  and  therefore  hope  their  Lordships  will  ajiprove  of  what 
I  have  done. 

I  have  taken  them  off  the  strength  of  the  detachment,  and 
Second  Lieut.  Dawes,  who  has  been  discharg'd  from  the  Sirius's 
books,  has  taken  the  place  of  Second  Lieutenant  Collins  in  it. 

I  have  likewise  turned  a  drummer,  a  very  bad  one,  into  the  ranks, 
and  replaced  him  with  a  very  fine,  stout  boy,  son  to  one  of  the 
detachment,  in  order  to  draw  as  few  men  as  possible  from  the 
Sirius ;  and,  sir,  as  he  is  attested,  he  stands  upon  the  strength  of 
the  detachment.  I  have,  etc., 

Pt.  Pioss,  Major. 

Major  Poss  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  9th  July,  1788. 

Inclosed  you  have  for  their  Lordships' information  a  general 
return  of  the  state  of  the  detachment  under  my  command.  By  it 
you  will  see  that  we  want  one  second  lieutenant  to  complete  the 
four  companies. 

*  Surjreon  White,  chief  surgeon  of  the  settlement,  and  Surgeon  Worgan,  of  the  Sirius, 
reported  that  Lieut.  Collins  suffered  from  dysentery  and  Lieut.  Maxwell  from  amaurosis. 
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As  I  have  ever  since  my  arrival  here  entered  my  son,  John       l'^88 
Ross,   as  a  volunteer,   serving  without  pay,   may  I  presume  to     9  July, 
solicite  their  Lordships  to  do  me  the  honor  of  appointing  him  to  johnRoss. 
that  vacancy  in  the  detachment  1 

What  emboldens  me  to  pray  their  Lordships  for  this  particular 
mark  of  favor  is,  my  knowing  the  attention  shown  by  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  in  giving  a  preference  to  the  children  of  old  officers.  An  old 
among  which  number  I  may,  after  two-and-thirty  years'  actual  °   ^'^^  ^  ^°"' 
service,  surely  class  myself.  I  have,  <fec., 

*  R.  Ross,  Major. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Officers  of  the  Detachment  of  Marines. 

Mojor-Commandant : — Robert  Ross. 

Captains  : — James  Campbell,  John  Shea. 

Captain- Lieutenants  : — James  Meredith,  Watkin  Tench. 

First  Lieutenants  : — George  Johnston,  John  Johnstone,  John 
Creswell,  James  Maitland  Shairp,  Robert  Kellow,  Thomas  Davey, 
John  Poulden,  Thomas  Timins. 

/Second  Lieuteiiants : — Ralph  Clarke,  William  Faddy,  William 
Dawes. 

Adjutant  Second  Lieutenant : — John  Long. 

Quarter-master  First  Lieutenant : — James  Furzer. 

Judge- Advocate  : — -David  Collins. 

R.  Ross,  Major. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  July  the  9th,  1788. 

T  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship  of  the 
situation  of  this  colony  prior  to  the   15th  of   May,  since  which 
two  stores  have  been  finished,   and  the  ships  are  now  landing  stores  and 
the  remainder  of  the  stores  and  provisions.  provisions. 

The  commandant  of  the  detachment,  having  enclosed  letters 
from  First  Lieutenant  James  Maxwell  and    Second  Lieutenant  officers 
William  Collins,    and  desired   that  their  requests   to  return  to  retumins^on 
Europe  might  be  complied  with,  if  their  state  of  health  was  found 
by   the   surgeon  to  be   as  represented,   and  the  surgeon  having 
reported  First  Lieutenant  Maxwell  as  incapable  of  duty,  from  a 
defect   in   his  sight,   and  Second  Lieutenant  Collins    to    be    so 
debilitated  in  state  from  a  long  illness  that  his  life  depends  on  his 
returning  to  Europe,  these  officers  have  my  leave  ;  and  Lieutenant 
Collins  is  charged  with  the  despatches  for  your  Lordship.    Lieu-  Lieutenant 
tenant  Dawes,*  who  came  out  as  a  lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  ^^'''^^• 
the  Sirius,  replaces  one  of  these  officers. 

The  hutting  the  battalion  is  still  going  on,   and  though  from  Building 
seventy  to  one  hundred  convicts  have  been  almost  constantly  *^"^'*' 

*  William  Dawes,  Second  Lieutenant  of  Marines.    Officer  of  Enjjineers  and  Artillery. 
I 
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employed  assisting  in  this  business,  it  "will  not,  I  apprehend,  be 
finished  before  the  end  of  July ;  and  every  day  proves  the  neces- 
sity of  proper  persons  being  sent  out  to  superintend  the  convicts. 
If  a  small  number  of  carpenters  and  bricklayers  are  sent  out  with 
proper  people,  who  are  capable  of  superintending  the  convicts, 
they  will  soon  be  rendered  serviceable  to  the  State,  and  without 
which  they  will  remain  for  years  a  burden  to  Government. 
Xumbers  of  them  have  heen  brought  up  from  their  infancy  in 
such  indolence  that  they  would  starve  if  left  to  themselves ;  and 
many  (their  numbers  now  exceed  fifty),  from  old  age  and  dis- 
orders which  are  incurable,  and  with  which  they  were  sent  from 
England,  are  incapable  of  any  kind  of  work. 

Thus  situated,  your  Lordship  will  excuse  my  observing  a  second 
time  that  a  regular  supply  of  provisions  from  England  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  four  or  five  years,  as  the  crops  for  two 
years  to  come  cannot  be  depended  on  for  more  than  what  will  be 
necessary  for  seed,  and  what  the  Sirius  may  j)rocure  can  only 
be  to  breed  from.  Should  necessity  oblige  us  to  make  use  of 
wliat  that  ship  may  be  able  to  procure,  I  do  not  apprehend  that 
the  live  stock  she  will  bring  in  twelve  months  will  be  more  than 
a  month's  provision  for  the  colony ;  and  the  supply  is  totally 
unfit  for  a  service  of  this  kind. 

Lieutenajit  Ball  returned  the  25th  from  Lord  Howe  Island, 
where  I  had  sent  him  in  hopes  he  would  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure some  turtle  for  the  sick,  but  the  weather  was  bad,  and  that 
island,  not  having  any  good  water,  will  not  be  of  any  service  to 
us,  for  Lieutenant  Ball  did  not  see  any  turtle,  nor  does  he  suppose 
they  were  bred  there.  The  transports  that  sailed  for  China*  had 
my  directions  not  to  go  to  that  island,  but  they  all  appeared 
there  before  the  Supply  left  it,  and  one  was  near  Ijeing  lost. 

The  store-ships  and  transports,  as  cleared,  are  ordered  to 
prepare  to  return  to  England  immediately,  but  some  of  their 
sheathing  being  much  destroyed  by  the  worms,  it  is  necessary  to 
permit  several  of  those  ships  to  heave  down. 

One  of  .the  convicts  who,  in  searching  for  vegetables,  had  gone 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  camp,  returned  very  dangerously 
wounded  in  the  back  by  a  spear.  He  denies  having  given  the 
natives  any  provocation,  and  says  that  he  saw  them  carrying 
away  a  man  that  had  gone  out  for  the  same  purpose,  and  who 
they  had  wounded  on  the  head.  A  shirt  and  hat,  both  pierced 
with  spears,  have  been  since  found  in  one  of  the  natives'  huts, 
but  no  intelligence  can  be  got  of  the  man,  and  I  have  not  any 
doubt  but  that  the  natives  have  killed  him,  nor  have  I  the  least 
doubt  of  the  convicts  being  the  aggressors.  Eleven  male  and 
one  female  convicts  have  been  missing  since  we  landed.     A  bull 

*  Scarborough,  Charlotte,  and  Lady  Penrylm.     They  sailed  respectively  on  the  5th,  6th 
and  8th  May.    Ante,  p.  136. 
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calf  has  likewise  been  wounded  by  a  spear,  and  two  goats  have  1788 
been  killed  by  some  of  our  own  people,  the  skin  of  one  being  9  July, 
found  where  the  natives  never  appear,  so  that  the  little  stock  we 
now  have  is  likely  to  decrease  ;  and  though  robberies  are  punished 
with  severity,  there  is  not  a  week  passes  but  there  are  people  who 
lose  their  provisions  and  cloaths,  which  in  our  present  situation 
it  is  impossible  to  prevent. 

I  should  hope  that  few  convicts  will  be  sent  out  this  year  or  Despatch  of 
the  next,  unless  they  are  artificers,  and  after  what  I  have  had  ghouid^be 
the  honour  of  observing  to  your  Lordship  I  make  no  doubt  Ijut  restricted. 
proper  people  will  J)e  sent  to  suj^erintend  them.     The  ships  that 
bring  out  convicts  should  have  at  least  the  two  years'  provisions 
on  board  to  land  with  them,  for  the  putting  the  convicts  on  board 
.some  ships  and  the  provisions  that  were  to  support  them  in  others, 
<is  was  done,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  much  against  my  intimation, 
must  have  been  fatal  if  the  ship  carrying  the  provisions  had 
been  lost. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Lordship  the  intended  yAan  Plan  of 
for  the  town.      The  Lieutenant-Governor  has  already  begun  a  ''^  "f^" 
small  house,  which  forms  one  corner  of  the  parade,  and  I  am 
Ijuilding  a  small  cottage  on  the  east  side  of  the  cove,  where  I 
shall  remain  for  the  present  with  part  of  the  convicts  and  an 
officer's  guard.     The  convicts  on  both  sides  are   distributed  in 
huts,  which  are  Ijuilt  only  for  immediate  shelter.     On  the  point 
of  land  which  forms  the  west  side  of  the  cove  an  Observatory  is  vatory. 
building,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Dawes,  who  is  charged 
by  the  Board  of  Longitude  with  observing  the  expected  comet. 
The  temporary  Ijuildings  are  marked  in  black  ;  those  intended  to 
remain,  in  red.     We  now  make  very  good  bricks,  and  the  stone  is 
good,  but  do  not  find  either  limestone  or  chalk.   As  stores  and  other  no 
buildings  will  l)e  begun  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  some  regular  limestone, 
plan  for  the  town  was  necessary,  and  in  laying  out  of  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  place  all  public  buildings  in  situations  that 
will  be  eligil)le  hereaftei',  and  to  give  a  sufficient  share  of  ground 
f<jr  the  stores,  hospitals,  etc.,  to  be  enlarged,  as  may  be.  necessary 
in  the  future.     The  principal  streets  are  placed  so  as  to  admit  a 
free  circulation   of  air,   and   are   two   hundred  feet  wide.     The  The  streets 
ground  marked  for  Government  House  is  intended  to  include  the  ^^la^^^^ 
main  guard,  Civil  and  Criminal  Courts,  and  as  the  ground  that 
runs  to  the  southward  is  nearly  level,  and  a  very  good  situation 
for  )>uildings,  streets  will  be  laid  out  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ail'ord 
.1  free  air,  and  when  the  houses  are  to  be  built,  if  it  meets  with 
your  Lordship's  apprcjijation,  the  land  will   be   granted   witli   a 
clause  that  will  ever  prevent  more  than  one  house  being  built  on  BuiifHntr 
the  allotment,  which  will  be  sixty  feet  in  front  and   150  feet  in  restrictions, 
depth.     This  will  preserve  uniformity  in  the  buildings,  prevent 
narrow  streets,  and  the  many  inconveniences  which  the  increase 
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of  inhabitants  would  otherwise  occasion  hereafter, 
is  a  building  that  will  stand  for  some  years.      It 


The  hospital 
is  clear  of  the 
town,  and  the  situation  is  healthy.  The  barracks  and  huts  now 
building  for  the  officers  and  men  will  stand  three  or  four  years. 
If  water  could  be  found  by  sinking  wells  on  the  high  ground 
between  the  town  and  the  hospital,  I  pi'oposed  building  the 
barracks  on  that  spot,  and  sui'rounding  them  with  such  works  as 
we  may  be  able  to  make,  and  which  I  did  intend  beginning  as 
soon  as  the  transports  were  cleared  and  the  men  hutted ;  but  I 
now  find  that  without  some  additional  workmen  the  progress 
must  be  so  very  slow  that  that  design  is  laid  aside,  and  the  only 
building  I  shall  attempt  will  be  a  store-house.  That  will  be  secure, 
those  we  have  already  built  being  not  only  in  danger  from  fire, 
from  being  thatched,  but  of  material  that  will  not  stand  more 
than  two  years.  The  barracks,  and  all  buildings  in  future,  will 
be  covered  with  shingles,  which  we  now  make  from  a  tree  like  the 
pine-tree  in  appearance,  the  wood  resembling  the  English  oak. 

The  30th  of  May  two  men  employed  collecting  thatch  at  some 
distance  from  the  camp  were  found  dead ;  one  of  them  had  four 
spears  in  him,  one  of  which  had  passed  through  his  body ;  the 
other  was  found  at  some  distance  dead,  but  without  any  apparent 
injury.  This  was  a  very  unfortunate  circumstance,  and  the  more, 
as  it  will  be  impossible  to  discover  the  people  who  committed 
the  murder,  and  I  am  still  persuaded  the  natives  were  not  the 
aggressors.  These  men  had  been  seen  with  one  of  their  canoes, 
but  I  was  not  informed  of  that  circumstance  for  some  days. 
Though  I  did  not  mean  to  punish  any  of  the  natives  for  killing 
these  people,  which,  it  is  more  than  probable,  they  did  in  their 
own  defence,  or  in  defending  their  canoes,  I  wished  to  see  them, 
and  as  they  had  carried  away  the  rushcutters'  tools,  I  thought 
they  might  be  found  out,  and  some  explanation  take  place,  for 
which  purpose  I  went  out  with  a  small  party  the  next  day,  and 
landed  where  the  men  were  killed  ;  but  after  traversing  the  country 
more  than  twenty  miles  we  got  to  the  north  shore  of  Botany  Bay 
without  meeting  any  of  the  natives.  There  we  saw  about  twenty 
canoes  fishing.  It  was  then  sunset,  and  as  we  made  our  fires  and 
slept  on  the  beach  I  did  not  doubt  but  some  of  them  would  join 
us,  but  not  one  appeared;  and  the  next  morning,  tho'  fifty  canoes 
were  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  we  could  not  find  a  single  person ; 
but  on  our  return,  keeping  for  some  time  near  the  sea-coast,  we 
came  to  a  cove  where  a  number  of  the  natives  were  assembled,  I 
believe  more  than  what  belonged  to  that  particular  spot.  Though 
we  were  within  ten  yards  when  we  first  discovered  each  other, 
I  had  barely  time  to  order  the  party  to  halt  before  numbers 
appeared  in  arms,  and  the  foremost  of  them,  as  he  advanced,  made 
signs  for  us  to  retire,  but  upon  my  going  up  to  him,  making  signs 
of  friendship,  he  gave  his  spear  to  another,  and  in  less  than  three 
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minutes  we  were  surrounded  by  two  hundred  and  twelve  men,       1788 
numbers  of  women  and  children  were  at  a  small  distance,   and      9  July, 
whether  by  their  superiority  of  numbers,  for  we  were  only  twelve, 
or  from  their  not  being  accustomed  to  act  with  treachery,  the 
moment  the  friendship  I  offei'ed  was  accepted  on  their  side  they  Friendship 
joined  us,  most  of  them  laying  down  their  spears  and  stone  hatchets  accepted. 
with  the  greatest  conhdence,  and  afterwards  brought  down  some 
of  their  women  to  receive  the  little  articles  we  had  to  give  them. 
I  saw  nothing  to  induce  me  to  believe  these  people  had  been  con- 
cerned in  the  murther  which  had  been  committed.  We  parted  on 
friendly  terms,   and  I  was  now  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  placing  a  confidence  in  these  people  as  the  only  means  How  to  treat 
of  avoiding  a  dispute.      Had  I  gone  up  to  them  with  all  the  party,     '^  "aiues. 
though  only  twelve,  or  hesitated  a  moment,  a  lance  would  have  been 
thrown,  and  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  avoided  a  dispute. 

Here  we  saw  the  finest  stream  of  fresh  water  I  have  seen  in  this  a  fine 
country,  but  the  cove  is  023en  to  the  sea.     When  the  natives  saw  water. 
we  were  going  on  towards  the  next  cove,  one  of  them,  an  old  man, 
made  signs  to  let  him  go  first,  and  as  soon  as  we  were  at  the  top 
of  the   liill  he  called  out,  holding  up  both  his  hands  (a  sign  of 
friendship)  to  the  people  in  the  next  cove,  giving  them  to  under-  Friendly 
stand  that  we  were  friends ;  we  did  not  go  to  that  cove,  but  saw  "**'*«^- 
about  forty  men ;  so  that,  unless  these  people  had  assembled  on 
some  particular  occasion,  the  inhabitants  are  still  more  numerous 
than  I  had  imagined.     I  have  V^efore  had  the  honor  of  observing 
to  your  Lordship  that  we  had  traced  the  natives  thirty  miJes 
inland,  and  this  morning,  in  crossing  the  hills  between  Botany  Bay  inland 
and  Port  Jackson,  we  saw  smoke  on  the  top  of  Landsdowne  Hills,  ^^  '^®^" 
so  that  I  think  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  of  there  being  inhabitants 
fifty  miles  inland. 

His  Majesty's  birthday  was  observed  with  every  possible  mark  The  King's 
of  attention  our  situation  permitted.     The  three  men  that  liad  "'  '  ^^' 
been  reprieved   from  death,   in  order  to  be   exiled,   were   fully 
pardoned,  and  for  the  twenty -four  hours  I  believe  there  was  not 
one  heavy  heart  in  this  pai't  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 

If  we  had  been  unfortunate  in  our  live  stock  in  general,  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  cows  and  horses  thrive  ;  but  the  man 
who  attended  the  former,  having  left  them  for  a  short  time,  they 
strayed  and  were  lost.*  The  loss  of  four  cows  and  two  bulls  will  Cattle  lost, 
not  easily  be  repaired.  Pardon,  my  Lord,  these  tedious  relations 
of  robberies  and  losses  ;  it  is  the  only  means  I  have  of  giving  your 
Lordship  a  faint  idea  of  the  situati<jn  in  which  I  am  placed.  Of 
the  live  stock  purchased  at  the  Cape,  part  died  on  the  passage,  and 
the  greatest  part  of  what  remained  since  landing. 

*  The  cattle  made  their  way  to  the  Cowpastures  on  the  Neptan  River,  where  they  were 
found  by  Governor  Hunter,  20th  November,  1795.  They  had  increased  to  upwards  of  60 
head.    Collins,  vol.  I,  p.  430. 
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of  the  natives  had  been 
murthered  and  several  wounded,  which,  it  is  probable,  occasioned 
the  attack  on  the  rushcutter,  I  have  promised  to  emancipate  any 
convict  that  will  discover  the  aggressors ;  it  will,  T  hope,  at  least 
prevent  anything  of  this  kind  in  future. 

A  convict  who  had  committed  a  robbery,  and  absconded  the 
5th  of  June,  returned  the  24th,  almost  starved ;  he  found  it 
impossible  to  subsist  in  the  woods.  One  of  the  natives  gave  him 
a  fish,  but  then  made  signs  for  him  to  go  away.  He  says  he  after- 
wards joined  a  party  of  the  natives,  who  would  have  burned  him, 
Ijut  that  he  got  away  from  them,  and  that  he  saw  the  remains  of 
a  human  body  on  the  fire.  In  the  woods  he  saw  four  of  the  natives 
who  were  dying,  and  who  made  signs  for  food.  This  man  was 
tried,  pleaded  guilty,  and  suffered  with  another  convict.  He 
persisted  in  the  story  respecting  the  natives  intending  to  burn 
him,  and  I  now  believe  they  find  the  procuring  a  subsistence  very 
difficult,  for  little  fish  is  caught. 

The  22nd  of  this  month  (June)  we  had  a  slight  shock  of  an 
earthquake ;  it  did  not  last  more  than  two  or  three  seconds.  I 
felt  the  ground  shake  under  me,  and  heard  a  noise  that  came  from 
the  southward,  which  1  at  first  took  for  the  I'eport  of  guns  fired 
at  a  great  distance. 

Four  ships  are  now  clear,  and  preparing  to  sail  the  first  week 
in  July  ;*  a  fifth  will  be  clear  in  a  few  days,  if  the  heavy  rains  we 
have  had  these  two  days  will  cease,  and  will  sail  with  them.  The 
store-ship  that  has  the  spirits  on  board  must  remain  some  time 
longer.     I  hope  to  send  her  away  by  the  middle  of  August. 

Tho'  we  have  had  heavy  rains  at  the  change  of  the  moon, 
this  cannot  be  called  a  rainy  season.  The  climate  is  a  very  fine 
one,  and  the  country  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  when  the  woods  are 
cleared  away,  be  as  healthy  as  any  in  the  world,  but  is,  I  believe, 
subject  to  violent  storms  of  thunder  and  lightning.  Soon  after  we 
landed,  several  trees  were  fired  by  the  lightning,  and  several 
sheep  and  hogs  killed  in  the  camp. 

Of  the  convicts,  36  men  and  4  women  died  on 


the 


men  and  8  women  since 


landing- 


-eleven  men  and  one 


passage, 


20 


woman 

absconded  ;  four  have  been  executed,  and  three  killed  by  the 
natives.  The  number  of  convicts  now  employed  in  erecting  the 
necessary  buildings  and  cultivating  the  lands  only  amounts  to 
320 — and  the  whole  number  of  people  victualled  amounts  to  966 
— consequently  we  have  only  the  labour  of  a  part  to  provide  for 
the  whole. 

Your  Lordship  will  doubtless  see  the  necessity  of   employing  a 
considerable  force  in  the  country,  and  I  presume  an  addition  of 

*  The  greater  part  of   this  despatch  appears  to  have  been  written  before  the  date  it 
bears. 
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five  hundred  men  will  he  absolutely  requisite  to  enable  me  to  1788 
detach  three  or  four  comi^anys  to  the  more  open  country  near  the  9  July. 
head  of  the  harbour. 

I  could  have  wished  to  have  given  your  Lordship  a  more  T^e  outlook 
pleasing  account  of  our  present  situation ;  and  am  persuaded  I  i„fr. 
shall  have  that  satisfaction  hereafter  ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that 
this  country  will  prove  the  most  valual^le  acquisition  Great 
Britain  ever  made  ;  at  the  same  time  no  country  offers  less  assist- 
ance to  the  first  settlers  than  this  does ;  nor  do  I  think  any 
country  could  be  more  disadvantageously  placed  with  respect  to 
support  from  the  mother  country,  on  which  for  a  feAV  years  we 
nmst  entirely  depend. 

The  heavy  rains  have  prevented  the  provisions  and  stores  being  Heavy  rain, 
landed  so  soon  as  I  expected.  It  is  now  the  9th  July,  and  the 
ships  sail  the  12th.  Duplicates  and  triplicates  of  my  despatches 
to  your  Lordship  go  by  these  ships,  and  I  have  the  honor  of 
enclosing  your  Lordship  the  returns  of  the  detachment  and  of 
the  sick  ;  the  necessary  demands  for  the  hospital,  &c.,  are  sent  to 
the  Under  Secretaries  of  State.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.  ] 

Ax  Account  of  Live  Stock  in  the  Settlement,  May  1st,  1788. 
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Since  the  1st  of  May,  three  sheep  dead,  and  the  cows  and  bulls  lost, 

Andkew  Millek,  Commissary. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 
3Iy  Dear  Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  July  the  9th,  1788. 

You  will  see  by  my  letters  to  Lord  Sydney  that  this  colony 
must  for  some  years  depend  on  supplies  from  England. 

The  Sirius  will    l)e    sent   to  the  northward  for  live  stock  as  ThcSiriusto 
soon  as  we  can  spare  her  carpenters ;  and  from  what  Monsieur  f°J^^  '*^  "^ 

*  A  private  letter.     A  ffreat  deal  of  the  information   it  contains  is  given  in   Phillip's 
despatch  to  Lard  Sydney  of  the  same  date. 
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1788  La  Perouse  said  to  Captain  Hunter,  one  of  the  lies  des  ISTaviga- 
9  July,  teurs  is  the  most  Hkely  to  furnish  us  with  what  we  want.  But 
though  these  islands  supply  two  or  three  ships  very  abundantly, 
they  will  afford  but  very  little  towards  the  support  of  this  colony, 
the  situation  of  which  I  have  particularly  pointed  out  in  my  letter 
to  Lord  Sydney,  and  which  I  shall  recapitulate  in  this,  as  the 
ship  by  which  1  now  write  may  arrive  before  either  of  those  that 
have  my  despatches  on  board. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  has  about  four  acres  of  land  in  culti- 
vation. I  have  from  eight  to  ten  in  wheat  and  barley.  The 
officers  will  be  able  to  raise  sufficient  to  support  the  little  live 
stock  they  have,  and  which  is  all  that  can  be  expected  from 
them.  All  the  corn  raised  this  year  and  the  next  will  be  saved  for 
seed,  and  if  necessity  should  oblige  us  to  use  it  it  would  be  only 
a  few  days'  sujjport  for  the  colony  ;  and  from  the  rats  and  other 
vermin  the  crops  are  very  uncertain. 

This  country  is  subject  to  very  heavy  storms  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  several  trees  having  been  set  on  fire  and  some  sheep 
and  dogs  killed  in  the  camp  since  we  landed. 

All  the  provisions  we  have  to  depend  on  until  supplies  arrive 
from  England  are  in  two  wooden  buildings,  which  are  thatched. 
I  am  sensible  of  the  risk,  but  have  no  remedy. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  stock  brought  from  the  Cape  is  dead, 
and  from  the  inattention  of  the  men  who  had  the  care  of  the 
cattle,  those  belonging  to  Government  and  two  cows  belonging 
to  myself  are  lost.  As  they  have  been  missing  three  weeks,  it  is 
probable  they  are  killed  by  the  natives.  All  my  sheep  are  dead, 
and  a  few  only  remain  of  those  purchased  for  Government.  The 
loss  of  four  cows  and  two  bulls  falls  very  heavy.  The  horses 
do  very  well. 

With  respect  to  any  resources  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  might 
afford,  I  have  only  to  observe  that  the  strong  westerly  winds  that 
prevailed  all  the  year  between  that  Cape  and  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  this  country  would  render  a  passage  to  the  Cape  very 
tedious  if  attempted  to  the  southward,  and  little  less  so  if  ships 
go  to  the  northward.  "Batavia  and  our  own  settlements  are  at  a 
great  distance,  and  when  the  transports  are  sailed  I  shall  have 
only  the  Sirius  to  employ  on  a  service  of  this  kind ;  and  as  I  should 
not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  send  either  to  the  Cape  or  the  East 
Indies  unless  in  a  case  of  the  greatest  necessity,  it  would  in  all 
probability  then  be  too  late.  I  mention  these  circumstances  just 
to  show  the  real  situation  of  the  colony,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
that  supplies  will  arrive  in  time,  and  on  which  alone  I  depend. 
The  provisions  sent  to  support  this  colony  for  two  years  being 
A  great  risk,  put  on  board  three  ships  was  running  a  very  great  risk,  for  had 
they  separated  and  afterwards  been  lost  the  consequence  is  obvious, 
for  this  country  at  present  does  not  furnish  the  smallest  resource 
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except  in  fish,  and  which  has  lately  been  so  scarce  that  the  natives       1'''88 
find  great  difficulty  in  supporting  themselves.      Any  accident  of      9  July, 
this   kind  will  be   guarded  against,  of   course ;    and   soldiers  or  pighTpoor 
convicts  when  sent  out  will  be  put  on  board  the  ships  with  pro-  resource. 
visions  to  serve  them  for  two  years  after  they  land;  and  in  our 
present  situation  I  hope  few  convicts  will  be  sent  out  for  one  year  No  drones 
at  least,  except  carpenters,  masons,  and  bricklayers,  or  farmers,  who  ^^"  ^  • 
can  support  themselves  and  assist  in  supporting  others.  Numbers  of 
those  now  here  are  a  burthen  and  incapable  of  any  kind  of  hard 
labour,  and,  unfortunately,  we  have  not  proper  people  to  keep  those 
to  their  labour  who  are  capable  of  being  made  useful. 

Officers  decline  the  least  interference  with  the  convicts,  unless  officers  win 
when  they  are  immediately  employed  for  their  (the  officers)  own  "°''  ^^^^^' 
conveniency,  or  when  they  are  called  out  at  the  head  of  their 
men  :  the  saying  of  a  few  words  to  encourage  the  diligent  when 
they  saw  them  at  work,  and  the  pointing  out  the  idle  when  they 
could  do  it  without  going  out  of  their  way,   was  all  that  was 
desired.     The  convicts  were  then  employed  clearing  the  ground 
on  which  the  officers  were  encamped,  and  this  they  refused ;  they 
did  not  suppose  that  they  were  sent  out  to  do  more  than  garrison 
duty,  and  these  gentlemen  (that  is,  the  majority  of  the  officers) 
think  the  being  obliged  to  sit  as  members  of  the  Criminal  Court  Judicial 
an  hardship,  and  for  which  they  are  not  paid,  and  likely  think  objected  to 
themselves  hardly  dealt  by,  in  that  Government  had  not  determined 
what  lands  were  to  be  given  them.     But  I  presume  an  additional 
force  will  be  sent  out  when  the  necessity  of  making  detachments  in 
order  to  cultivate  lands  in  the  more  open  country  is  known,  and 
from  four  to  six  hundred  men  will,  I  think,  be  absolutely  necessary. 

If  fifty  farmers  were  sent  out  with  their  families  they  would  Farmers  as 
do  more  in  one  year  in  rendering  this  coloiiy  independent  of  the  ^'^*'*'^s'^^- 
mother  country,  as  to  provisions,  than  a  thousand  convicts.  There 
is  some  clear  land,  which  is  intended  to  be  cultivated,  at  some 
distance  from  the  camp,  and  I  intended  to  send  out  convicts  for 
that  purpose,  under  the  direction  of  a  person  that  was  going  to 
India  in  the  Charlotte,  transport,  but  who  remained  to  settle  in 
this  country,  and  has  been  brought  up  a  farmer,  but  several  of 
the  convicts  (tiii-ee)  having  been  lately  killed  by  the  natives,  I 
am  obliged  to  defer  it  untill  a  detachment  can  be  made. 

The  natives  are  far  more  numerous  than  they  were  supposed  to  The  natives 
be.  I  think  they  cannot  be  less  than  fifteen  hundred  in  Botany 
Bay,  Port  Jackson,  and  Broken  Bay,  including  the  intermediate 
coast.  I  have  traced  thirty  miles  inland,  and  the  having  lately  seen 
smoke  on  Landsdown  Hills,  which  are  fifty  mUes  inland,  I  think 
leaves  no  doul)t  but  that  there  are  inhabitants  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country. 

Lists  of  what  articles  are  most  wanted  will  be  sent  by  the 
Commissary ;   and  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  not  only  a  great 
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marshal. 


Earthquake. 


Fishburii 
and  Golden 
Grove. 


Convicts' 
sentences 
unknown. 


China  for  the 
useless. 


The  climate. 


Starvation 
in  the  bush. 


pai't  of  the  cloathing,  particularly  the  women's,  is  very  bad,  but 
most  of  the  axes,  spades,  and  shovels  the  worst  that  ever  were  seen. 
The  provision  is  as  good.  Of  the  seeds  and  corn  sent  from 
England  part  has  been  destroyed  by  the  weevil ;  the  rest  in  very 
good  order. 

The  person  I  have  appointed  Provost-Marshall  is  likewise  very 
useful  in  superintending  the  carpentry ;  the  person  sent  out  by 
the  contractor,  who  assists  the  Commissary  in  the  delivery  of 
provisions,  one  that  was  clerk  of  the  Sirius,  a  master  smith,  and 
two  farmers  are  very  useful  people,  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
them  to  Government.  The  granting  them  lands  would  draw  their 
attention  from  their  present  occupations. 

We  had  a  slight  shock  of  an  earthquake  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
22nd  [June] ;  it  lasted  between  two  and  three  seconds,  and  was 
attended  with  a  noise  like  the  report  of  very  distant  cannon, 
which  came  from  the  southward. 

The  Fishburn,  store-ship,  is  detained  until  a  proper  j^lace  can 
be  provided  for  the  spirits ;  and  the  rains  have  for  some  days 
prevented  the  landing  the  remainder  of  the  provisions  from  the 
Golden  Grove  ;  therefore  those  two  ships  will  sail  together,  I 
hope,  by  the  end  of  August ;  the  other  ships  have  all  cleared,  and 
preparing  to  sail.  » 

The  masters  of  the  transports  having  left  with  the  agents  the 
bonds  and  whatever  papers  they  received  that  related  to  the 
convicts,  I  have  no  account  of  the  time  for  which  the  convicts 
are  sentenced,  or  the  dates  of  their  convictions ;  some  of  them, 
})y  their  own  account,  have  little  more  than  a  year  to  remain, 
and,  I  am  told,  will  apply  for  permission  to  return  to  England,  or 
to  go  to  India,  in  such  ships  as  may  be  willing  to  receive  them. 
If  lands  are  granted  them.  Government  will  be  obliged  to  support 
them  for  two  years  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  one-half 
of  them,  after  that  time  is  expired,  will  still  want  support.  Until 
I  receive  instructions  on  this  head,  of  course  none  will  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  settlement ;  but  if,  when  the  time  for  which 
they  are  sentenced  expires,  the  most  abandoned  and  useless  were 
permitted  to  go  to  China,  in  any  ships  that  may  stop  here,  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  settlement. 

The  weather  is  now  unsettled,  and  heavy  rams  fall  frequently, 
but  the  climate  is  certainly  a  very  fine  one,  but  the  nights  are 
very  cold,  and  I  fi'equently  find  a  difference  of  thu"ty-three  degrees 
in  my  chamber  between  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  2  o'clock  in 
the  afternot)n,  though  the  sun  does  not  reach  the  thermometer, 
which  is  at  the  west  end  of  ray  canvass  house. 

A  convict  who  fled  to  the  woods  after  committing  a  robbery 
returned  after  being  absent  eighteen  days,  forced  in  by  hunger ; 
he  had  got  some  small  support  from  the  people,  and  the  few  fish 
left  by  accident  on  the  beach  after  hauling  the  seine,  and  had 
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endeavoured  to  live  amongst  the  natives,  but  they  could  give  him       1788 
but  little  assistance;  he  says  they  are  now  greatly  distressed  for      9 July. 
food,  and  that  he  saw  several  dying  with  hunger.     It  is  possible 
that  some  of  the  natives  at  this  time  of  the  year  might  find  it 
easier  to  support  themselves  on  birds,  and  such  animals  as  shelter 
themselves  in  the  hollow  trees,  than  on  fish  ;  but  then,  I  think, 
they  would  not  go  to  the  top  of  the  mountains,  where  at  present 
it  must  be  very  cold.     I  intend  going  to  Landsdown  or  Carmar-  intended 
then  Hills  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  if  it  is  possible,  and  ^^^  '^'^^  '°°" 
which  will  explain  what  is  at  present  a  mystery  to  me,  how  people 
who  have  not  the  least  idea  of  cultivation  can  maintain  them- 
selves in  the  interior  parts  of  this  country.     When  I  went  to  the 
westward,   in   hopes  of    being  able  to  reach  the  mountains,  we 
carried  six  dtxys'  provisions,  and  proceeded  five  days  to  the  west- 
ward ;  returning  we  were  very  short  of  provisions,  and  our  guns 
only  pi'ocured  us  two  scanty  meals. 

I  shall  now  conclude  with  saying  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  predie- 
the  country  will  hex'eafter  prove  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  '■''*°- 
Great  Britain,  though  at  present  no  country  can  afford  less 
support  to  the  first  settlers,  or  be  more  disadvantageously  placed 
for  receiving  support  from  the  mother  country,  on  which  it  must 
for  a  time  depend.  It  will  require  patience  and  perseverance, 
neither  of  which  will,  I  hope,  be  wanting  on  the  part  of 

Dear  Sir,  Yours,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

His  Majesty's  Commission,  with  that  for  establishing  the  Courts 
of  Civil  and  Criminal  Judicature,  were  read  soon  after  landing, 
and  as  it  is  necessary  in  Public  Acts  to   name    the  county,   I  Thecounty 

of  Ciiniber- 

named  it  Cumberland,  and  fixed  its  boundaries  by  Carmarthen  and  land. 
Landsdown    Hills  to    the  westward,  by    the    northern   parts   of 
Broken  Bay  to  the  northward,   and  by  the  southernmost  part  of 
Botany  Bay  to  the  southward. 

I  have  enclosed  copies  of  a  letter  I  have  received  fiom  the  Hospital 
surgeon,*  reporting  the  state  of  the  hospital  and  the  great  necessity  n^^^essanes. 
of  blankets  and  sheets,   as  well  as  sugar,  and  those  articles  coming 
under  the  denomination  of  necessaries,  and  the  want  of  which  is 
ecjually  felt  by  the  marines  and  convicts. 

Tlie  numljer  of  marines  now  under  medical  treatment         ...         3G 
Convicts      ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         6f> 

Unfit  for  labour  from  old  age  and  infirmities  ...         ...         52 

[Enclosure.] 

A  List  of  Articles  uwat  wanted  in  the  Settlement. 

House  carpenters'  axes  Iron  in  bars 

Chalii-lines  (none  sent  out)  Steel  in  ditto 

Felling-axes  Armourers'  tools  (none  sentout) 

Cross-cut  saws  Gunpowder,  inuscjuct  balls  and  paper 

Pit  saws  for  the  use  of  the  garrison  (none 

Saw  setts  sent  out) 

*  Ante,  p.  142. 
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List  of  Articles — continued. 


Files  for  cross-cut  and  pit  saws  (a 
considerable  number,  as  they  soon 
wear  out) 

Gimlets,  augers,  chissels  and  gouges 

Iron  pots  of  3,  +,  and  5  gallons 
(much  wanted  at  this  time) 

Billhooks 

Scyths  and  reap-hooks 

Nails, 'mostly  of  18,  20,  and  24  penny 

Nails  (spike),  brads 

Sheet  and  pig  lead 

Swan  and  buck  shot 

White  and  red  paint 

Oil  for  ditto 

Canvas,  No.  3,  6  bolts ^ 
4 

p.     c 

>»  3)  ')  )> 

M         ))     8)  6  ,,       J_ 
Twine,  one  liundred  weight 
Sail  needles 
Copper  nails  for  repairing  boats 

9th  July,  1788. 


For  boats' 
sails 


Strong  double  tin  plates 

Stonemasons"  tools 

Trowels  for  bricklayers 

Glass,  not  less  than  10  inches  by  8 

Fifteen  puncheons   of  red  wine,  for 

the  use  of  the  hospital 
Hooksand  fishing  lines  forthenatives 
Cloathing  for  the  men  and  women 

convicts,  with  a  large  proportion 

of  shoes 
Long  frocks  and  strong  jackets  for 

tlie  natives 
Soldiers'  blankets  for  the  convicts 
Twelve  turn-over  carts 
Wheel-  bar  r  0  ws 
Four  timber  carriages 
Blacksmitlis'  liammers 
Carpenters'  ditto 
Turkey  stones    for  the   carpenters' 

tools  (none  sent  out) 
Rope,  of  H  inch,  1  coil 

Andw.  Miller, 

Commissary. 


Court- 
martial. 


An 

incomplete 
sentence. 


Major  Ross  to  Secretary  Stephens.* 
Sir,  Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  9  July,  1788. 

I  am  very  much  concerned  at  the  necessity  I  am  under  of 
acquainting  you,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  with  a  trans- 
action that  took  place  in  the  detachment  which  their  Lordships 
have  honoured  me  with  tlie  command  of,  on  the  18th  of  March 
last. 

From  the  papers  herein  enclos'd  their  Lordships  will  see  that 
it  relates  to  a  court-martial,  which  I  had  ordered  to  assemble  on 
that  day,  for  the  tryal  of  a  private  of  the  detachment — for  dis- 
orderly behaviour. 

On  perusing  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial,  which  had 
been  brought  to  me  by  the  President,  I  observ'd  to  him  that  they 
had  found  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  crime  with  which  he  stood 
charg'd,  and  that  the  sentence  past  upon  him  was  such  as  I 
could  by  no  means  approve  of,  as  it  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
leave  it  in  the  breast  of  the  prisoner  to  I'eceive  or  not  receive  the 
punishment.  That  it  was  wresting  out  of  the  hands  of  the  com- 
manding officer  a  most  essential  and  necessary  power,  the  power 
of  mitigating  or  inflicting  the  punishment  order'd  the  prisoner,  as 
he  might  see  cause ;  that  the  passing  of  two  sentences  upon  a 
prisoner  try'd  but  for  one  crime,  and  leaving  the  option  of  the 
punishment   to   be  inflicted  in  the  breast  of   the  prisoner,  was 

*  See  PhiUip's  despatch,  16  May.    Ante  pp.  139-141. 
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contrary  to,  and  out  of,  the  common  practice  of  the  service.  I  1788 
therefore  requested  that  he  would  get  it  alter'd  to  either  one  or  9  j^jy. 
other  of  the  sentences,  I  did  not  care  which. 

Captain-Lieutenant  Tench,  the  President,  carried  with  him  the 
proceedings — soon  after  he  came  to  me  again  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  court,  in  the  state  of  the  inclos'd  copy  of  it.     From  their 
mode  of  proceeding,  finding  that  they  wanted  to  deprive  me,  as 
commanding  officer,  of  a  power   which  I  did  not  think  myself  Command-^ 
authorised  to  give  up  into  the  hands  of  others,  I  directed  the  p"owers^'''^ 
adjutant  to  write  the  letter  of  which  No.  1  is  a  copy.     To  this  invaded. 
letter  I  very  soon  after  received  an  answer,  of  which  reply  to 
ISTo.  1  is  a  copy.     Not  being  yet  out  of  hope  but  that  they  might 
be  induced  to  make  an  alteration  in  their  sentence,  I  caused  the 
adjutant  to  write  the  letter  of  which  No.  2  is  a  copy,  directed  it 
to  the   President  and  members  of  the  court,  at  the  same  time 
desiring  the  adjutant  to  inform  them  that  it  should  be  the  last 
time  I  would  write  to  them  on  the  subject,  and  that  I  should 
look  upon  their  refusal  as  a  disobedience  of  orders.     But  tliis. 
message,  the  adjutant  says,  he  did  not  deliver;  the  reason  why  is 
best  known  to  himself.     To  this  letter  I  received  an  answer,  of 
which  reply  to  No.  2  is  a  copy.     From  their  last  answer,  finding 
them  obstinate  in  assuming  a  power  which  I  did  not  think  vested 
in  them,  and  not  deeming  it  prudent,  in  my  present  critical  situ- 
ation, to  give  up  any  pai-t  of  the  power  or  authority  with  which 
their  Lordships  have  honoured  me,  I  found  myself  reduced  to 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  either  giving  up  the  consequence  of 
the  commanding  officer,  or  putting  the  President  and  members 
of  the  court  under  an  arrest,  and  the  latter  I  did  as  the  mode  officers 
least  likely  to  injure  the  service,  till  the  return  of  the  Governor,  ^\^^^ 
who  was  then  absent  on  a  party  of  discovery,  when  I  hoped  the 
affair  might  be  settled  without  my  having  occasion  to  trouble  their 
Lordships  with  it.     On  the  return  of  the  Governor  I  had  still 
more  reason  to  be  of  this  opinion,  for,  when  I  laid  the  court-martial, 
together  with  the  letters  that  passed  on  the  occasion,  before  his 
Excellency,  and  a  verbal  report  of  my  having  put  the  President 
and  members  under  arrest,  he  very  humanely  wished  me  to  leave  the 
papers  with  him,  saying  that  he  would  send  for  Captain  Tench,  and 
endeavour  to  accomodate  the  matter,  as  he  judged  that  the  making  The 
an  alteration  of  a  few  words  in  the  sentence  would  make  it  a  ^"J,^!""ts'"j^ 
proper  one,  but  this  endeavour  his  Excellency  was  not  able  to  )inj3us 
accomplish,  and  I  have  since  been  inform'd  by  him  of  his  having  """"^  '" 
proposed  to  those  gentlemen  that  the  business  should  be  left  to 
the  decision  of  any  three,  five,  seven,  or  nine  officers  to  be  named 
by  me  and  them,  unless  we  wished  him  to  name  one   of  them. 
To  this  they  desired  a  short  time  to  consider,  and  that  they  would 
send  their  answer  in  writing,  which  should  be  final.      In  their 
answer,*  which  I  hope,  and  have  requested,  the  Governor  has  still 

•  Post,  p.  104. 
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The  officers 
on  their 
dignity. 

Report  to 

the 

Go\crnor. 


His 

decision. 


Officers 
return  to 
duty. 


Dissensions. 


Captain 

Campbell's 

opinion. 


in  his  possession,  they  say  that  nothing  short  of  what  could  not, 
possibly,  in  our  then  situation,  be  granted — a  general  court- 
martial,  or  a  public  reparation  for  the  indignity  done  them — would 
satisfy  their  feelings. 

Upon  the  Governor  receiving  the  above  answer,  he  told  me 
that  if  I  meant  to  Jproceed  in  the  business  I  should  send  him  a 
report  of  the  whole  in  writing.  Of  this  report  No.  3  is  a  copy, 
in  answer  to  which  I  received  the  reply  to  No.  3,  and  was,  at 
the  same  time,  told  by  H.  Excellency  that  he  had  determined  on 
the  steps  he  was  to  take  ;  but  that  before  he  could  or  would 
make  his  intention  known  to  any  person  it  was  necessary  that 
I  should  first  apply  to  him  for  a  general  court-martial  upon  them. 
Having  complied  with  his  desire  by  writing  him  a  letter  of 
which  No.  4  is  a  copy,  he  soon  after  gave  out  the  order  of 
which  No.  5  is  a  copy.  Of  this  order  I  had  not  the  most  distant 
knowledge  til  it  was  bro't  to  me  by  the  adjutant  copied  into 
the  orderly-book  of  the  detachment,  and  when  I  had  read  it  I 
desired  that  the  adjutant  would,  before  he  gave  out  the  orders 
for  the  day,  shew  it  to  the  President  and  members  of  the  court- 
martial.  On  his  return  from  them  he  gave  a  note,  of  which 
No.  6  is  a  copy,  and,  as  soon  as  the  orders  were  given  out,  the 
officers  who  had  been  under  the  arrest  returned,  and  were  by 
me  received,  to  their  duty,  which  they  still  continue  doing. 

Since  the  above  transaction,  this  detachment  being  mostly 
composed  of  young  officers,  some  of  whom  being  without  much 
experience  or  military  knowledge  are  led  away  into  party,  which 
has,  in  a  great  measure,  destroy'd  that  hai'mony  so  very  essential 
to  good  order  and  military  discipline,  and,  indeed,  I  may  say,  of 
which  it  is  the  very  soul ;  and  I  have  found  myself  from  my 
present  situation  obliged  to  put  up  with  such  mortifying  things, 
more  particularly  from  Captn. -Lieut.  Tench,  as  nothing  else  than 
that  situation,  my  distance  from  their  Lordships,  my  ardent 
wish  to  promote  the  publick  good,  as  well  as  my  wish  and 
determin'd  resolution  to  keep  every  kind  of  dissension  (as  far  as 
in  my  power  lay)  from  the  knowledge  of  the  privates  of  the 
detachment,  could  possibly  make  me  submit  to.  Soon  after  my 
having  order'd  the  above  officers  under  an  arrest,  I  asked  Captain 
Campljell,  the  next  officer  to  me  in  command,  and  an  officer  of 
one-and-thirty  years'  experience  in  actual  service,  what  judge- 
ment he  formed  of  the  proceedings ;  and  I  found  him  with  me 
in  opinion,  that  if  the  officers  who  compos'd  the  court-martial 
deem'd  themselves  injur'd  or  oppress'd  by  the  request  and  order 
they  received,  the  time  and  situation  they  took  to  show  their 
obstinacy  was  highly  improper,  for  even  supposing  them  to 
think  their  commanding  officer  wrong  in  his  idea  of  the  propriety 
of  their  sentence,  they  well  knew  where  they  were  sure  of 
obtaining  redress  (by  laying  their  grievance  before  their  Lord- 
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ships)  without  impeding  the  service ;  and  I  have  myself  ever  l^SS 
made  it  a  rule  to  obey  all  ordei-s,  and  if  I  thought  them  9  July, 
oppressive,  made  my  complaint  after  having  carried  them  into 
execution ;  nor  do  I  believe  it  to  be  a  very  uncommon  thing  for 
young  officers  to  submit  their  own  opinions  iu  military  affiiirs  to 
the  judgement  of  the  more  experienced,  who  are  presumed  to  be 
the  best  judges  how  far  situation  and  the  nature  of  the  service 
employ'd  on  may  render  it  necessary  to  deviate  from  general  rules. 

I  have,  therefore,  earnestly  to  I'equest  you  will  move  their  Lord- 
ships to  take  such  steps  in  this  affair  as  may  to  them  appear  most 
proper  and  necessary ;  and  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  take  the 
liberty  of  observing  that  unless  some  decisive  step  is  taken  by  their  a  decisive 
Lordships  to  put  a  stop  to  the  present  disseution,  and  the  restoring  necessary, 
subordination,  it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  for  any  commanding- 
officer  ever  to  carry  on  the  service  in  such  manner  as  to  be  either 
useful  to  the  publick  or  satisfactory  to  himself. 

In  justice  to  many  officers  of  this  detachment,  I  must  take 
the  liberty  of  observing  to  their  Lordships  that  I  by  no  means 
intend  the  above  observation  as  a  general  one,  as  many  of  the 
officers  under  my  command  do  all  the  duties  ordered  them  very 
much  to  my  satisfaction,  and  with  a  chearfulness  and  alacrity  Some 
that  does  them  honour,  and  I  cannot  but  likewise  observe  that  praised, 
the  duties  they  have  to  perform  are  more  severe  than  I  ever 
knew  it  upon  any  other  service. 

The  same  may,  with  justice,  be  said  of  the  non-commissioned  ^0°^ 

conduct 

officers  and  privates,  who,  a  very  few  excepted,  seem  impress'd  of  the 
with  a  very  proper  sense  of  the  natui'e  of  the  service  on  which  '■egr""ent. 
they  .are  emjjloy'd,  and  perfoi'm  all  their  duties,  as  well  as  the 
different  works  order'd  them,  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  person  in  any  kind  of  authority  over  them.     I  have,  &c., 

R.  Eoss,  Major. 
[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Adjutant  Long  to  Captain-Lieutenant  Tench. 
Sir,  Camp,  Port  Jackson,  March  the  18th,  1788.       is  March. 

I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  officer  to  inform  you 
that  the  court-martial  of  which  you  was  President,  and  which 
met  this  morning  for  the  tryal  of  Jcjseph  Hunt,  private  in  the 
15th  Compy.,  for  striking  William  Dempsey,  pte.  in  Captn. 
Mcicdith's  cy.,  having  pass'd  a  sentence  by  no  means  consistent  The 
with  the  martial  law,  it  is  therefore  his  orders  that  you  con-  be"rc\  iewed 
vene  the  officers  composing  that  court  and  proceed  to  passing 
a  sentence  without  the  choice  of  two  sentences,  either  to  the 
commanding  officer  or  prisoner,  and  enclosed  herewith  you  will 
receive  the  original  proceedings  for  such  alterations  as  you  and  the 
rest  of  the  court  may  think  necessary.  I  am,  &c., 

J.  LoNC,  2nd-Lieut  and  Adjut. 
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1V88  [Reply  to  Enclosure  No.  1.] 

„    ^  Officers'  Reply  to  Adjutant  Long. 

18  March. 

Port  Jackson,  March  1 8th, 
Sir,  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

We  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  this 
afternoon,  address'd  to  Captn.-Lt.  Tench,  ordering  him  to  convene 
us  for  the  purpose  of  revising  a  second  time  the  sentence  we  pass'd, 
after   the  strictest  deliberation  and  most  impartial  enquiry,  on 
Joseph  Hunt,  privte.  in  Captn.  Campbell's  cy.,  for  striking  Wm. 
Dempsey,  private  in  Captn.  Meredith's  compy.,  and  beg  leave  to 
The  court      acquaint  you  that  we  do  not  think  ourselves  authoriz'd  to  sit  in 
third  thiie*  ^  judgment  a  third  time  in  the  same  cause,  as  the  latter  part  of 
the  10th  Article  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  regulation  of 
his  Majesty's  marine  forces  while  on  shore  expressly  instructs  us 
"that  no  sentence   given  by  any  court-martial,    and  signed  by 
the  president  thereof,  is  liable  to  be  revised  more  than  once." 
We  have,  &c., 

Watkin  Tench,  Capt.-Lt.  and  President. 
RoBT.  Kellow,  '\ 

rp     ^    -p.        ^  ' '  >  1st  Lieuts.  and  Members. 
Thos.  Timins,      j 
[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
Adjutant  Long  to  Officers. 
Sir,  Camp,  Port  Jackson,  March  the  18th,  1788. 

The  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  officer  to  acquaint  the 

anth'i'^tracts  officers  Composing  the  court  that  there  cannot  be  two  sentences 
the  court,  past  On  a  prisoner  tryed  for  one  crime,  and  as  in  their  original 
proceedings  they  pass'd  two  sentences,  leaving  it  to  the  choice  of 
the  prisoner  which  shall  be  inflicted,  therefore  returning  those 
pi"oceedings  could  not  be  a  reversal,  because  it  was  not  a  sentence. 
It  is,  therefore,  his  orders  that  you  do  immediately  proceed  to 
finish  the  court-martial  that  you  were  in  orders  for,  by  passing 
only  one  sentence  for  one  crime.  I  am,  &c., 

J.  Long,  2nd  Lieut,  and  Adjt. 

[Reply  to  Enclosure  No.  2.] 
Officers  to  Major  Ross. 

Port  Jackson,  18th  March,  1788, 
Sir,  7  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

W^e  have  been  honored  with  your  answer  to  our  letter  of 
this  afternoon,  wherein  you  state  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
court-martial  held  this  morning  would  not  be  sent  back  a  second 
time  by  you  for  a  reversal,  because  a  sentence  was  not  passed. 
The  court  "^g  now  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you  that  we  could  not  then,  or 

do  we  now,  conceive  it  possible  for  us  to  alter  a  judgment  which 
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we  gave  after  the  most  impartial  enquiry  and  most  mature  delibera-       ^^^^ 

tion  without  revising  and  I'econsidering  the  nature  of  the  crime  for    is  March. 

which  the  prisoner  was  tried,  the   evidence  given   in,   and   the 

defence — matters  which  we  cannot  think  it  proper  or  miHtary  to 

come  again  under  our  cognizance  after  we   had  revised   them, 

agreable  to  the  latter  part  of  the   10th  Article  of   the  Act  of 

Parliament  for  the  regulation  of  the  mai'ine  forces  while  on  shore, 

and  the  custom  of  the  Army. 

We  have,  <kc., 

Watkix  Texch,  Captn.-Lt.  and  President. 

Robert  Kellow,  \ 

John  Poulden,     {  -,  .  t     .         ,  ^t     i 
n,  -r^  V  1st  Lieuts.  anci  Members. 

Ihos.  Davey,        I 

Thos.  Timins,        j 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
Major  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

[In  a  letter  to  the  Governor  there  is  first  a  copy  of  the  above 
letter  (7  o'clock  in  the  evening)  and  then  : — ] 

From  the  above  answer,  finding  that  the  court-martial  seemed 
determened  to  wrest  all  power  from  the  commanding  otficer,  by 
passing  such  a  sentence  on  the  prisoner  they  tried  as  to  leave  it 
solely  in  his  power  to  be  punished  or  not,  as  he  chose,  I  did 
not  think  it  consistant  with  my  duty,  either  to  the  publick  or 
myself,  to  resign  all  authority  into  their  hands,  and  give  up  the 
command  of  the  detachment  entrusted  to  my  care, — and  from 
their  determined  obstinacy  I  had  no  alternative  left  but  the  very 
mortifying  and  disagreeable  one  of  suspending  the  president  and 
memljers  that  composed  the  court-martial  from  all  duty,  by  officers 
putting  them  under  an  arrest,  which  I  ordered  the  adjutant  to  an'est  "'"^'^"^ 
do  for  disobedience  of  orders,  til  such  time  as  the  opinion  of 
more  competent  judges  than  either  them  or  myself  might  be  had 
thereupon. 

Your  Excellency  will  therefore  please  to  take  such  steps  in  this 
disagreeable  business  as  may  appear  to  you  most  proper  for  the 
establishment  of  good  order  and  military  discipline,  so  indis- 
pensible  and  al)solutely  necessary  in  our  present  critical  situation. 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  Ross. 
[Reply  to  Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Governor  Phillip  to  Major  Ross. 

Sir,  Head-quarters,  20th  March,  1788.        20  March. 

I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  this  day's  date, 
informing  me  that  you  had  suspended  from  all  duty  Capt.-Lieut. 
Tench,  Lieuts.  Rol)ert  Kellow,  John  Poulden,  Thos.  Davey,  and 
Thos.  Timins,  by  putting  them  under  arrest  for  disobedience  of  Tiie  arrest. 

M 
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1788 
20  ilarcli. 


Phillip 
su<j!,'ests  a 
settlement. 


■21  March. 

A  disasree- 
-able  duty. 


orders,  until  such  time  as  the  opinion  of  more  competent  judges 
than  either  them  or  yourself  might  be  had,  or  the  sentence  past 
by  those  officers,  who  were  ordered  l)y  you  to  assemble  on  the 
18th  inst.  for  the  trial  of  a  private  marine  for  unsoldierlike 
behaviour ;  your  not  approving  of  the  sentence  past  by  the  said 
officers,  which,  by  your  letter,  left  a  choice  of  two  sentences  to 
the  prisoner,  and  they  refusing  to  make  any  change  in  the 
sentence,  which  in  their  letter  they  say  they  had  revised  once, 
and  were  not  at  liberty  to  revise  a  second  time,  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  past  for  the  regulation  of  his  Majesty's  marine  forces 
while  on  shore. 

As  there  are  only  four  captains  and  twelve  lieutenants  in  the 
detachment,  two  of  which  from  their  sickness  are  unable  to  do 
their  duty,  the  having  one  captain  and  four  lieutenants  under 
arrest  out  of  so  small  a  number  must  very  materially  affect  the 
service.  The  opinion  of  most  competent  judges,  if  you  mean  the 
opinion  of  the  officers  who  compose  the  detachment,  may  be  had 
without  any  official  application  to  me  for  that  purpose,  if  you 
and  the  officers  under  arrest  are  satisfied  to  leave  it  to  their 
decision ;  and  I  shall  be  very  happy  if  it  can  be  immediately 
settled  by  this  means,  and  which  I  hope  neither  you  nor  the 
officers  under  arrest  will  refuse,  as  I  know  no  other  alternative, 
if  not  immediately  settled,  but  that  of  a  general  court-martial. 

I  am,  lire, 


A.  Phillip. 


Sir, 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
Major  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Camp,  Port  Jackson,  21  March,  1788. 


Subversion 
of  discipline. 


Request  for 
general 
eourt- 
inartial. 


Having  found  myself  reduced  to  the  most  disagreeable 
necessity  of  ordering  Captn.-Lieut.  Watkin  Tench,  First  Lieut. 
Robert  Kellow,  First  Lieut.  John  Poulden,  First  Lieut.  Thos. 
Davey,  and  First  Lieut.  Thos.  Timins,  the  first  as  president  and 
the  others  as  members  of  a  court-martial,  which  I  ordered  to 
assemble  on  the  18th  for  the  trial  of  Joseph  Hunt,  pte.  marine, 
and  both  of  the  detachment  under  my  command,  under  an  arrest 
for  passing  what  they  call  a  sentence  on  the  prisoner  tried  l)y 
them  of  such  a  nature  as,  in  my  opinion,  tends  greatly  to  the 
subversion  of  all  military  discipline,  by  passing  two  judgements, 
and  thereby  leaving  it  solely  in  the  breast  of  the  prisoner,  after 
finding  him  guilty,  whether  he  should  or  should  not  receive 
corporal  punishment,  and  for  positively  refusing  when  directed 
by  my  order  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  sentences  they  had 
pass'd  on  the  above  Joseph  Hunt, — • 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  order  a 
general  court-martial  to  assemble  for  the  trial  of  the  above 
officers  for  refusing  to  make  any  alteration  in  a  sentence  passed 
by  them  on  the  prisoner  tried,  which,  if  suffered  to  pass,  introduces 
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ii  precedent  iii  its  consequences  subversive  of  all  order  and  military  1738 
discipline,  and  takes  all  the  power  of  mitigation  out  of  the  hands  21  Marc 
of  the  commanding  officer,  or  in  any  other  manner  that  may 
appear  to  your  Excellency  most  likely  to  restoi-e  harmony  and 
support  that  military  discipline  and  good  order  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  maintain  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  tha 
detachment.  I  have,  &c., 

R.  Ross,  Major. 
[Enclosure  Xo.  5.] 

Gexeual  Order. 
Parole,  Bengal.  Head-quarters,  22nd  March,  1788.        2-2Mirch. 

The  major  commandant  of  the  detachment  doing  duty  in  this 
.settlement  having,  by  letter  dated  the  21st  instant,  reported 
the  following  officers  under  an  arrest,  viz.  : — Captain-Lieutenant 
"NVatkin  Tench,  First  Lieutenant  Robert  Kellow,  First  Lieutenant 
John  Poulden,  First  Lieutenant  Thos.  Davey,  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Timins,  the  first  as  president  and  the  others  as 
members  of  a  court-martial  which  he  ordered  to  assemble  on  the 
18th  inst.,  for  the  trial  of  a  private  belonging  to  the  detachment.  The 
the  said  court  having,  in  his  opinion,,  passed  a  sentence  which  P°^'''°" 
tends  to  the  subversion  of  all  military  discipline,  and  requesting 
that  a  general  court-martial  may  be  ordered  to  assemble  for  the 
trial  of  the  aforesaid  officers  for  refusing  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  said  sentence,  or  that  it  might  be  settled  in  any  manner  most 
likely  to  restore  harmony  and  support  that  military  discipline  and 
gof)d  order  which  is  so  absolutely  necessary  to  be  maintained. 

The  officers  under  arrest  liaving  declined  the  proposal  made 
of  submitting  the  determination  of  this  affiiir  to  any  number  of 
officers,  and  having  informed  the  Judge-xldvocate,  who  had  orders 
to  propose  that  or  any  other  mode  of  settling  this  matter  without  officers  wish 
a  general  court-martial,  that  they  being  put  under  an  arrest  by  for  court- 
the  Commandant  did  not  conceive  that  anything  less  than  a  legal 
<lecision  by  a  general  court-martial,  or  a  public  reparation  from 
their  commandant,  would  clear  their  characters. 

The  service  does  not  at  this  moment  permit  a  general  court-  a  -fenerai 
martial  to  be  assembled,  the  officers  composing  the  detachment  ^^^^^{^i 
(exclusive  of  the  five  ofiicers  under  arrest)   being  no  more  than  impossible 
three  captains  and  eleven  subalterns,  one  of  which  is  confined  to 
his  bed  by  sickness,  which  reduces  the  number  of  officers  in  this 
settlement    eligible    to   sit   on   this   occasion   to   thirteen,    con- 
sefiuently  not  leaving  any  one   officer  for  duty.     It  is  therefore 
oi-dered  tliat  the  minutes   of  the  trial  of  the  aforesaid  private 
sf>ldier,  with  the  letters  that  have  passed  on  the  occasion  between 
the  couit  and  the  commandant  of  the  detachment,  l)e  delivered 
to  the  Judge- Ad v(K-ate,  that  when  the  service  permits  by  there 
l)eing  a  sufficient  numl^er  of  officers  to  form  a  general  court- 
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22  March. 

To  be  held 

when 

practicable. 

Officers  to 
return  to 
duty. 


Read.v  to 
meet  the 
charge. 


19  March. 

The  officers 

thank 

Phillip, 


But 

refuse  to 
leave  arrest. 


martial,  and  for  the  necessary  duty  of  the  camp,  a  general  court- 
martial  may  be  then  held  on  the  said  Capt.-Lt.  Watkin  Tench, 
First  Lt.  Robt.  Kellow,  First  Lt.  John  Poulden,  First  Lt.  Thos. 
Davey,  and  First  Lt.  Thos.  Timins,  if  such  general  court-martial 
shall  be  then  required  by  either  of  the  parties. 

The  officers  now  under  arrest  to  return  to  their  duty. 

Geo.  Johnston,*  Adjut.  of  Orders. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

David  Collins,  Judge-Advocate. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 
Declaration  of  Officers. 
We  are  put  under  an  arrest  by  the  commanding  officer  for  dis- 
obedience of  his  orders.  We  are  now  ordered  out  of  it,  and 
whenever  Major  Ross  shall  think  proper  to  bring  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  our  conduct  to  a  legal  decision  we  are  ready  to  meet 
the  charge,  and  we  once  more  repeat  that  a  general  court-martial 
only  can  bring  the  matter  to  a  proper  issue. 

Watkin  Tench,  Capt.-Lt.  of  Mars. 

Robert  Kellow,  1st  Lt. 

John  Poulden,  1st  Lt. 

Thos.  Davey   1st  Lt. 

Thos.  Timins,  1st  Lt. 


Officers  to  Governor  Phillip.! 
Sir,  Port  Jackson,  19th  March,  1788. 

The  friendly  and  handsome  part  you  have  taken  in  endea- 
vouring to  reconcile  the  unfortunate  difference  of  opinion  which 
subsists  between  us,  as  the  members  of  a  court-martial,  and  Major 
Ross,  as  commandant  of  the  battalion  of  marines,  demands  our 
warmest  and  most  respectful  acknowledgments.  It  is  not,  at  the 
same  time,  without  pain  that  we  state  to  you  that  we  conceive 
the  treatment  we  have  received  so  violent,  and  our  present  dis- 
graceful situation  so  notorious,  that  we  cannot,  without  injustice 
to  our  feelings,  consent  to  have  the  arrest  we  now  suffer  under 
taken  off  until  a  public  reparation  should  have  been  made  for  the 
indignity  we  have  been  used  with.  We  farther,  sir,  beg  permission 
to  say  that  it  is  our  unanimous  opinion,  should  the  measure  we 
have  stated  be  deemed  ineligible  by  the  commanding  officer,  that 
no  meeting  of  officers,  short  of  the  customary  usage  of  service  in 
like  cases,  can  adequately  and  properly  fix  on  a  mode  of  extricating 
us  from  the  ignominious  condition  in  which  we  have  the  honour  to 
subscribing  ourselves,  sir.  Your  most.  Arc, 

Watkin  Tench.  John  Poulden. 

Robert  Kellow.  Thos.  Davey. 

Thos.  Timins. 

*  First  Lieutenant  of  Marines. 
t  See  Major  Ross's  despatch,  9th  Jul}-,  ante,  p.  157. 
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Major  Ross  to  Secretary  Stephens.  1V88 

Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales,  lo  Ju'y- 

Sir,  10th  July,  1788. 

Inclosed  you  will  lind  some  letters  from  officers  of  this  Officers  who 
detachment  requesting  to  be  relieved  at  the  expiration  of  the  ^'^"um. 
time  for  which  they  understood  their  Lordships  intended  they 
should  continue  here. 

You    will    therefore   please    to    communicate    them    to    their 
Lordships.  I  am,  &c., 

R.  Ross,  Major. 

[Enclosures.] 

Sir,  Camp,  Port  Jackson,  24th  June,  1788.         ^*"^""^- 

I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  (the  first  opportunity)  to  forward 
my  request  to  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I    "'^  ^"" 
may  be  relieved  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  or  at  the  first 
relief  of  this    garrison,    as  my    private    affairs  will    require    my 
attention  in  England  by  that  time.  I  am,  itc, 

John  Poulden. 

Lieut.    Timins,  July  8th,   said — "  My  private   affairs  being  so  Timins. 
situated  as    to  render  a  longer  absence    from    them    highly    in- 
jurious." 

Liettt.  Davey,  July  9th — Ditto  to  Lt.  Timins.  Davey. 

Lieut.  Cla.rke,  June  22nd — Ditto  to  Lt.  Timins.  Clarke. 

Lieut.   Creswell,  June  15th — "A  longer  stay   in  this  country  Creswell. 
than  the  term   of  three  years  will  be  injurious  to  my  private 
affairs." 

Lieut.  Kellov),  July  18th — "As  a  longer  stay  in  this  country  Keiiow. 
will  be  very  injurious  to  my  private  affairs." 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens.* 

Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  July  10th,  1788.         lOJuly. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Derarture 
Commissioners  of  the    Admiralty   that   I  sailed  from  the   Cape  f™in  the 
of  (iood  Hope  with  the   ships  under   my  command  the   12th  of   ''^^^^' 
November,    leaving   my   despatches    for    their    Loixlships    with 
Captain  Cox,  who  was  at  the  Cape  on  his  way  to  Europe  from 
India. 

The  wind  continuing  southerly  for  some  days  after  we  sailed, 
it   was  the  23rd  bef«jre  we  past  the  Cape,   and   the    25th  being 
eighty  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  it,  then  having  strong  westerly 
winds,  I  left  the  Sirius  and  went  on  V)oard  the  Supply,  armed  On  boani 
tender,  in  order  to  precede  the  transports,  in  hopes  of  gaining  *^®  ^"W% 
a  sufficient  time  to  examine  Botany  Bay,  and  fix   on    the   most 

*  a  portinn  of  this  despatcli  Tieiii},'  identical  with  Phillip's  despatch  to  the  Home  Office, 
May  15,  17sS,  is  omitted.     The  passages  omitted  are  iiidiuated  by  asterisks. 
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1788       eligible    situation   for  the  colony  ;    at  the  same  time  I  named 

Lieutenant   Shortland,    the   agent   for   the   transports,  who   was 

10  July.      *^^  board  the  Alexander,  to  follow  with  that  ship,  the  Scarborough, 

and   Friendship.     They  sailed  better  than   the   other  transports, 

and  I  wished  to  make  some  preparation  for  landing  the  stores 

and  provisions,  which  the  convicts  on  board  those  ships  would 

enable  me  to  do,  if  they  arrived  soon  after  the  Supply,  and  before 

Hunter  with  the  other  ships,  as  I  had  reason  to  expect.     Captain  Hunter,  in 

transports,    the  Sirius,  was  left  with  the  rest  of  the  transports.     This  was  the 

first  separation  that  had  taken  place  since  we  left  England,  and 

the  ships  were  then  all  very  healthy.      The  strong  westerly  wind 

continued,  shifting  regularly  from  the  N.W.  to  the  S.W.  quarter, 

and  then  backing  round  to  the  northward,  very  seldom  coming  to 

the  eastward,  and  then  for  a  few  hours  only,  untill  the  3rd  of 

Janviary,    when  we  saw  the  southern  extremity  of  New   South 

Wales.     The  westerly  winds  now  left  us,  and  we  had  variable 

winds  with  southerly  currents  until  the  1 8th,  when  we  anchored 

Botany  Baj-.  in.  Botany  Bay.     The  Alexander,  Scarborough,  and  Friendship 

came  in  the  next  day,  and  the  Sirius,  with  the  rest  of  the  ships, 

the  day  following.     These  ships  had  all  continued  very  healthy. 
*  *  *  *  * 

Major  Ross  having,  by  letters  of  the  8th  and  10th  of  IMay, 
requested  that  the  surgeons  might  be  ordered  to  examine  into  the 
Sick  officers,  state  of  health  of  Fii'st  Lieutenant  James  Maxwell,  who  had  not 
done  any  duty  for  some  months,  on  account  of  a  defection  in  his 
sight,  and  of  Second  Lieutenant  William  Collins,  who  from  a  very 
long  and  severe  illness  was  in  so  weak  a  state  that  there  were  no 
hopes  of  his  recovery  in  this  country,  an  order  was  given  to  the 
principal  surgeon  of  the  garrison  and  the  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Sirius  to  enquire  into  the  same,  who  have  given  it  as  their 
opinion  that  the  recovery  of  these  officers  depended  on  their  return 
to  Europe,  they  have  my  leave  ;  the  report  of  the  surgeons  is 
enclosed  for  their  Lordship's  information. 

As  Major  Ross  will  inform  their  Lordships  of  the  particulars 
respecting  the  detachment  of  marines  under  his  command,  I  do 
not  trouble  their  Lordships  with  a  repetition,  and  only  inclose 
the  returns.  Lieutenant  Dawes,  of  the  Sirius,  who  had  done  duty 
with  the  detachment  for  some  time,  replaced  Second  Lieutenant 
Collins. 

The  transports  began  to  land  their  provisions  and  stores  as 
o^The^lii*^  soon  as  store-houses  were  ready  to  receive  them.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  was  cleared  the  23rd  of  May,  and  the  Borrowdale  the  12th 
of  June  ;  the  rest  of  the  ships  in  succession,  and,  the  Fishburn 
and  Golden  Grove  excepted,  all  were  cleared  by  the  25th  These 
ships  as  they  were  cleared  had  orders  to  get  ready  to  return  to 
Europe,  but  the  worm  had  so  much  destroyed  their  sheathing 
that  most  of  them  were  oblij^ed  to  heave  down.     The  Fishburn, 
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having  the  spirits  on  board  for  the  garrison  for  three  years,       1788 
was  retained  untill  a  proper  place  could  be  got  ready  to  receive     lOJuiy. 
them. 

Lieutenant  Ball,  in  the  Supply,  having  sailed  the  6th  of  May, 
returned  the  25th  without  being  able  to  procure  any  turtle ;  by 
the  accjunt  that  officer  now  gives  of  the  island*  it  will  not  be  any 
great  use  to  us ;  no  turtle  breed  there,  there  is  no  good  water,  or 
any  anchoringground  ;  the  Supply  being  obliged  to  come  too  lost  The  Supply 
an  anchor  and  cable.      The  three  transports  that  sailed  for  China  a"fchor"and 
came  to  this  island  before  the  Suj)ply  left  it,  and  one  of  them  was  cable. 
near  being  lost. 

I  shall  send  the  Sirius  to  the  northward  as  soon  as  her  carpenter 
can  be  spared,  and  from  what  Monsieur  La  Perouse  said  I  think 
one  of  the  Isles  des  Navigateurs  the  most  likely  to  furnish  the 
refreshments  we  want ;  at  the  same  time,  no  supplies  we  shall  be  Supplies 
al)le  to  procure  in  this  country  for  several  years  will  maintain  the  [siands'and 
colony,   and   regular  supplies  of  provisions   must   be   sent   from  from 
Europe.     The  seeds  we  have  been  able  to  put  in  the  ground  this  """""P®- 
year  will,  I  hope,  furnish  sufficient  seed  for  the  next  year,  and 
that  is  the  most  I  expect.     Of  the  live  stock  brought  from  the 
Cape  the  greater  part  is  dead ;  several  of  the  sheep  have  been  Loss  of  live 
killed,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  by  the  natives'  dogs  or  by  some  ^*°''''- 
of  our  own  people. 

The  natives,  who  are  far  more  numerous  than  I  expected  to 
find  them,  have  lately  revenged  the  insults  they  received  from 
some  seamen  and  convicts,  by  wounding  one  of  the  convicts,  and 
carrying  off  a  second,  who,  from  circumstances,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  they  killed  ;  these  people  were  out  collecting  vegetables  ;  and 
two  men  who  were  cutting  rushes  have  been  killed  by  the  natives.  Men  killed 
As  I  am  well  convinced  that  we  have  been  the  agressors,  and  ^^  "'^♦'i^es. 
it  is  not  possible  to  find  out  the  people  that  committed  these 
murthers,  I  have  only  taken  such  steps  as  may  prevent  the  like 
accidents  in  future,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  going  to  the  places 
to  which  the  natives  generally  resort,  to  satisfy  them  that  our 
intentions  are  friendly  ;  but  since  these  accidents,  except  two 
canoes  that  went  alongside  the  Sirius,  the  natives  generally  avoid 
U.S.  The  day  after  the  two  last  men  were  killed  I  went  out  in 
hopes  of  finding  their  tools  on  some  of  the  natives,  which  might 
have  enabled  me  to  have  come  to  an  explanation  with  them  ;  but 
not  a  native  appeared  in  Botany  Bay,  where  I  slept  that  night.  The  blacks 
and  though  twenty  canoes  were  fishing  when  we  made  our  fire  on  '^'s=iPP'^''''» 
the  beach,  none  came  near  us  ;  fifty  canoes  wer'e  seen  on  the 
beach  next  morning,  but  not  a  man  could  be  found,  and,  on  oui' 
return  to  Port  Jackson,  in  a  small  cove  on  the  sea-shore,  we  fell 
in  with  a  number  of  hutts,  and  the  moment  we  appeared,  the 
natives  armed,  and  made  signs  for  us  not  to  advance,  but  on  my 
going  forward  unarmed,  and  making  signs  of  friendsjiip,  most  of 

*  Lord  Howe  Island. 
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them  laid  down  their  spears,  and  thoiigh  we  were  within  ten 
yards  of  them  before  they  discovered  us  in  less  than  three  minutes 
amounted  to  two  hundred  and  twelve  men.  We  parted  with 
these  people  on  good  terms,  and  their  behaviour  convinces  me 
that  they  will  never  be  the  first  agressors,  though  I  have  been 
fully  satisfied  that  they  revenge  the  smallest  affront.  Whether 
from  their  superiority  of  numbers,  for  we  were  only  twelve,  or 
from  their  not  being  accustomed  to  act  with  treachery,  the 
moment  the  friendship  I  offered  was  accepted  on  their  side  they 
joined  us,  most  of  them  laying  down  their  arms ;  and  afterwards, 
with  the  greatest  confidence,  brought  down  their  women  to  receive 
fish-hooks,  and  what  we  had  to  give  them. 

Of  these  people  we  know  little  ;  for  though  I  go  amongst  them 
as  often  as  the  many  circumstances  which  draw  my  attention 
permit,  yet  not  being  able  to  remain  any  time  with  them,  and 
they  never  coming  near  us,  but  when  we  are  near  the  coves  in 
which  they  reside,  or  for  a  few  minutes  in  their  canoes  alongside 
the  Sirius,  very  few  words  of  their  language  are  attained. 

The  store-ships  and  transports  are  now  preparing  to  return  to 
Europe,  the  Fishburn  excepted.  That  ship  camiot  be  cleared 
untill  a  secure  place  is  made  for  the  spirits,  which  I  hope  will  be 
done,  so  as  to  permit  her  to  sail  before  the  middle  of  August. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  with  respect  to  this  country,  the 
climate  is  very  good,  and  it  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  be  as  healthy 
as  any  in  the  world  when  the  woods  are  cleared  round  us.  At 
present  the  only  disorder  that  prevails  is  the  scurvy,  which  still 
rages.  The  storms  of  thunder  and  lightening,  judging  from  what 
we  had  soon  after  we  landed,  must  be  very  heavy  in  the  summer ; 
and  as  several  trees  have  been  fired  and  some  sheep  and  hogs 
killed  in  the  camp,  all  the  provisions  the  colony  has  to  subsist  on 
untill  fresh  supplies  are  sent  from  Europe  being  in  two  stores, 
which  are  thatched,  give  me  some  anxiety,  but  for  which  there  is 
no  remedy  at  present.  Had  the  three  store-ships  parted  company 
and  afterwards  been  lost  the  consequences  must  have  been  fatal 
to  the  settlement,  for  no  resources  within  our  reach  would  have 
supported  us  untill  supplies  could  have  been  procured  from  the 
Cape  or  any  European  settlement. 

Their  Lordships  will,  without  doubt,  order  that  those  sent  out 
in  future  are  embarked  in  the  ships  that  bring  the  provisions 
intended  to  support  them  for  two  years  after  they  land,  which  is 
the  least  time  they  can  be  victualled  for,  untill  a  regular  cultivation 
has  taken  place,  and  which  will,  I  apprehend,  be  four  years.  The 
islands  may  furnish  us  with  live  stock  to  breed  from,  but  I  am 
fully  satisfied  that  all  the  Sirius  will  be  able  to  procure  in  a  year 
will  not  be  more  than  a  month's  subsistence  for  the  colony,  should 
we  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  it.  The  Supply  is  no  way  calculated 
for  a  service  of  that  kind.      Cloathing  in  this  country  is  full  as 
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necessary  as  in  England,  the  nights  and  mornings  being  very  cold  ;       1788 
and  before  any  supplies  can  be  sent  out  most  of  the  people  will      lo  July. 
be  without  shoes,  the  most  necessary  article. 

Of  the  convicts,  thirty-six  men,  four  women  died  on  the  passage,*  Deaths, 
twenty  men  eight  women  since  landing ;    eleven   men  and  one 
woman  have  absconded,  and  are  supposed  to  have  perished  in  the 
woods  ;  three  have  been  killed  by  the  natives,  and  four  have  been 
executed. 

The  rains  setting  in  have  prevented  the  Golden  Grove  being  jRain. 
cleared,  and  that  ship  will  sail,  with  the  Fishburn,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  other  ships. 

The  weekly  accounts,  returns  of  marines  on  board  the  Sirius, 
and  last  weekly  return  of  the  detachment  serving  on  shore  are 
inclosed.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Major  Ross  to  Secretary  Stephens,  t 

Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  New  South  "Wales, 
Sir,  10th  July,  1788. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Loi'ds  Commissioners  of  the  Adm'lty  that  since  my  last  letter 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  left  the  13th  Novr., 
1787,  nothing  material  happen'd  till  a  few  days  after,  when 
Governor  Phillip  inform'd  me  for  the  first  time  of  his  intention  Altered 
of  proceeding  to  Botany  Bay  in  the  Supply,  tender,  as  he  wished,  p'^°^- 
if  possible,  to  arrive  there  some  time  before  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 
He  likewise  said  that  the  Alexander,  Scarboro',  and  Friendship, 
the  best  sailing  transports,  should  be  order'd  to  follow  him  under 
the  direction  of  the  agent,  and  that  the  other  transports,  with 
the  victuallers,  were  to  be  left  with  Captain  Hunter.  He  then 
asked  me  if  I  chose  to  proceed  in  either  of  the  first-named 
transp'ts.  I  told  him  I  was  there  to  be  dispos'd  of  in  whatever 
way  he  might  think  I  could  be  made  most  useful  for  carrying  on 
the  publick  sendee  ;  but  as  the  principal  part  of  the  detachment 
under  my  command  were  on  board  the  transports  which  were  to 
•proceed  with  the  agent,  I  thought  it  best  to  go  with  them  if  he 
approv'd  of  it.  I  could  not,  I  confess,  but  feel  myself  much  hurt 
at  His  Excellency's  not  having  given  me  the  most  distant  hint 
of  his  intention  pidor  to  our  quitting  the  Cape,  that  I  might  No  notice 
have  made  some  preparation  for  such  an  event,  and  more  par-  K»ven. 
ticularly  so  as  I  found  that  it  had  been  made  known  to  others,  as 
a  proof  of  which  I  received  my  first  intimation  of  his  design  from 
the  mess  of  the  Sirius's  gun-room. 

*  Aceordinff  to  the  official  return,  post,  p.  193,  there  also  died  five  convicts'  children,  one 
marine,  one  marine's  wife,  and  a  marine's  child,  niakinjf  the  total  number  of  deaths  on  the 
passa'/e  48. 

t  Major  Ross,  in  this  despatch,  writes  upon  matters  which  are  dealt  with  in  Phillip's 
desi)atch  of  loth  May.     Ante,  pp.  121-136. 
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On  the  25th  November,  the  Governor,  with  Lieut.  King  and 
Lieut.  Dawes  of  the  Sirius's  detachm't  of  marines,  embark'd  on 
board  the  Supply,  myself  and  the  Adjutant  onboard  the  Scarbro', 
and  the  Qr.-master,  who  I  thought  it  necessary  to  carry  Avith  nnj 
(to  take  charge  of  such  marine  stores  as  might  be  landed),  on 
board  the  Alexander.  At  1 2  o'clock  we  parted  company,  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  we  lost  sight  of  both  the  Supply  and  Sirius. 

From  this  time  til  our  making  the  South  Cape  we  were  most 
fortunate  in  fair  winds,  but  from  thence  to  Botany  Bay  we  had 
bafeling,  and  at  times,  strong  gales. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  Jan.,  1788,  the  Alexandei-, 
Scarl^ro',  and  Friendship  entered  Botany  Bay,  where  we  found 
the  Supply  had  arrived  the  evening  before,  and  the  next  morninu 
the  Sirius,  with  the  other  transports  and  victuallers,  joined  us. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  waited  upon  the  Governor,  whom 
I  accompanied  in  quest  of  the  most  proper  spot  for  carrying  his 
Majesty's  intention  of  forming  a  settlement  on  this  coast  into 
execution. 

Meeting  with  no  eligible  situation  on  this  or  the  following- 
day's  excursion,  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  we  saw,  appearing 
to  us  to  be  either  sand,  rock,  or  swamp,  and,  as  far  as  we  could 
judge,  unfit  for  any  kind  of  cultivation.  From  this  appearance 
his  Excellency,  before  he  would  land  the  detachment  or  the 
convicts,  detex-min'd  to  explore  the  nearest  harbour  (mention'd 
by  the  late  Captn.  Cooke)  to  the  northward. 

Before  he  left  us  (22nd  Jan'y)  he  directed  me  to  land  a  certain 
number  of  men  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay  every  morning  to 
fall  trees  and  form  saw-pits,  in  order  that  the  whole  might  be  set 
to  work  in  errecting  stores,  &c,  in  case  he  did  not  meet  with  a 
more  promising  situation.  On  his  return  he  inform'd  me  that  he 
found  Port  Jackson  one  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  world  ;  that 
he  had  determin'd  to  fix  the  settlement  in  one  of  the  many  coves  in 
it,  and  that  he  would  proceed  before  us  in  the  Supply,  the  Sirius, 
with  the  transports  and  victuallers,  to  follow  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  25th,  his  Excellency,  with  a  detachment  of  two  subalt'ns, 
a  proportion  of  non-commiss'd  officers  and  twenty  j^rivates,  sail'd 
for  Port  Jackson ;  and  on  the  27th  the  Sirius,  with  her  convoy, 
with  much  difficulty  worked  out  of  the  bay,  and  just  as  the  night 
came  on  got  safe  into  the  cove,  where  we  now  are. 

I  have  to  observe  to  their  Lordships  that  on  the  day  we  left 
Botany  Bay  two  French  ships  of  war  arrived  there.  I  found 
they  were  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  but  as  Governor  Phillip  can 
give  their  Lordships  a  much  better  account  of  them  than  I  have 
the  power  of  doing,  I  must  refer  their  Lordships  to  his  letter  on 
that  subject. 

On  the  26th  his  Excellency  directed  that  a  number  of  the 
convicts  should  be  landed  every  morning  for  the  purpose  of  falling 
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ices  ;ui(l  forming  saw-pits,  go  on  l)()ai'd   to   dinner,  land  after  it,        1788 
I'ld  ))(' enil)ark'd  again  in  the  evening.      This  mode  being  found     lojuly, 
trdious  and   troublesome,    two   days  after  orders   were  given  to 
land  the  detachment  and  the  convicts  as  soon  as  tents  could  be 
L;()t   ready   for  them,  which  was  soon  accorapKshed,   and  all   in 
health  landed  ;  the  Governor,  with  the  civil  department   and  a 
number   of  the  convicts,  taking  possession  of  the  east  side  of  a  Lauding, 
-mall  stream  which  runs  into  the  cove,  and  the   marine  detach- 
ment, with  the  rest  of  the   convicts,  of   the  west  side  of  it,  in 
which  state  we  still  remain,  and  send  a  subaltern's  guard  to  the 
opposite  side  eveiy  morning. 

Here,  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  detachment  under  my  com- 
mand, I  must  observe  to  their  Lordships  that  the  detachment  is 
at  this  hour  without  any  kind  of  place  of  defence  to  retire  to  in 
case  of  an  alarm  or  surprize,  tho'  I  have,  in  justice  to  myself.  No  defences, 
repeatedly  mention'd  and  urged  his  Excellency  to  get  something 
or  other  errected  for  that  purpose.  Indeed,  a  surprize  seems  to 
me,  from  all  I  have  seen,  to  be  the  only  danger  we  have  to 
apprehend.  The  natives,  tho'  in  number  near  us,  shew  no 
inclination  to  any  kmd  of  intercourse  with  us,  for  ever  since  our 
arrival  there  lias  not  one  of  them  come  near  us  on  this  side,  and  Natives  shy. 
only  two,  who  had  been  known  at  Botany  Bay,  visited  the  other 
side  soon  after  our  arrival. 

Tho'  we  have  had  little  or  no  opportunity  of  coming  at  their 
i-eal  dispositions  and  character,  yet  I  am  by  no  means  of  opinion 
that  they  are  that  harmless,  inoffensive  race  they  have  in  general 
been  represented  to  be,   and  my  suspicions  have  in  some  measure  ,^ot  sp 
been  confirm'd  by  an  event  that  Ciiptn.  Campbell  met  with  a  few  rcpiesented. 
weeks  past.     Being  out  with  a  party,  he  met  with  the  bodys  of 
two  of  the   convicts  (who  had  been  sent  out  to  cut  thatch  for 
covei'ing  in    the    stoi-e-house),   who  had  been   most  barbarously 
mangled  and  murther'd  by  the  natives.     One  of  the  bodys  had 
no  less  than  seven  spears  in  it,  some  of  which  went  through  and  They  kill 
througli,  and  the  skulls  of  both  wei-e  fi-actui'ed.       What  appears  convicts. 
A-ery  e.xtraordinaiy   is  that  they  took  away  no  part  of  the  pro- 
visions or  cloths  belonging  to  the  unfortunate  men,  but  the  whole 
of  their  working  implements  had  Ijeen  cai-ried  off.     But  to  return 
to  the  detachment.     We  still  remain  under  canvas,  no  habitations  Under 
being  provided  for  either  officers  or  men  but  what  they  themselves,  '^'^"^'*** 
with  the  assistance  of  four  carpenters  and  a  few  others,  convicts 
(all  of  no  trades),  has  been  given  me  for  the  use  of  the  detachment, 
were  for   some   time  errecting,    and   wlien   any   of  them  will  be 
finished  (the  whole,  from  the  nature   of  this  sandy  soil,  being 
obliged  to  be  constructed   of  wood)  is  impossilile  for  me  to  say  ; 
but  I  fear  it  will  be  a  length  of  time  before  the  principal  butts  can  Building 
possibly  be  finished,  for  the  wood  here  is  of  so  indifferent  a  (juality  ''"*^- 
that  we  sometimes  fall  a  number  of  trees  before  we  meet  with  one 
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that  can  be  converted  to  any  use,  and  as  the  huts  are,  for  want 
of  other  mateiuals,  to  be  shingled,  it  becomes  a  very  tedious  liit  of 
work.  The  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  this  delay  are 
to  me  truely  alarming,  for  our  sick  list  increases  daily,  and  the 
scurvy  is  making  great  havocks  among  us. 

Finding  that  the  Governor  had  employed  carpenters  and  sawyers 
from  the  Sirius,  as  well  as  the  transports,  paying  them  for  their 
work,  I  applied  to  him  for  an  order  to  employ  such  artificers  as 
could  be  found  in  the  detachment,  in  order  to  assist  in  hutting 
both  officers  and  privates,  without  which  we  never  should  have 
got  from  under  canvas  covers,  which  order  he  granted,  saying  they 
should  be  paid  agreeable  to  the  usual  custom  of  paying  troops  for 
extra  work.  I  immediately  caused  that  order  to  be  made  publick, 
and  the  artificers  are  now  employed,  with  the  four  carpenters 
already  mentioned,  errecting  the  necessary  buildings. 

I  hope  their  Lordships  will  see  the  necessity  I  was  under  of 
adopting  this  method,  and  as  I  had  no  other  method  of  retaining 
them,  the  men  knowing  that  artificers  employed  by  the  Governor 
were  to  be  paid  for  their  work,  I  hope  they  will  approve  of  what 
I  have  done. 

On  the  23rd  March,  Lieut.  Dawes,  a  corporal  and  eight  privates 
of  the  Sirius's  detachment  of  marines,  were  sent  to  do  duty  with 
the  detachment  on  shore.  Soon  after  liis  Excellency  order'd  Lieut. 
Dawes  to  be  discharg'd  from  the  ship's  books,  and  to  be  put 
upon  the  strength  of  the  detachment  in  room  of  Second  Lieut. 
William  Collins,  who  from  ill-health  is  obliged  to  be  sent  home, 
immediately  after  which  he  gave  out  in  public  orders  that  Lieut. 
Dawes  was  to  do  the  duty  of  engineer  and  artillery  officer,  by 
which  means  the  subalterns  of  the  detachment  are  in  no  shape 
reliev'd  by  his  joining  us. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  here  the  Supply  was  order'd,  with  Lieut. 
King,  of  the  Sirius,  some  male  and  female  convicts,  to  Norfolk 
Island,  but  with  what  instructions  or  appointment  I  am  entirely 
unacquainted. 

As  I  have  not  since  my  arrival  here  been  out  of  hearing  of  the 
drums  of  the  detachment  but  once  by  water  with  the  Governor, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  their  Lordships  any  other  account 
of  the  country  than  the  little  I  have  learned  from  those  who  have 
made  excursions  a  few  miles  round,  and  sorry  am  I  to  say  that 
the  accounts  are  by  no  means  of  a  flattering  kind.  The  country  in 
general  is  rocky  and  barren,  a  very  few  spots  excepted.  Nothing 
but  small  streams  of  water  have  yet  been  discover'd.  All  the 
stone  yet  seen  is  of  one  kind,  something  like  our  Portland  stone. 
The  face  of  the  country  is,  as  described  by  Captn.  Cooke,  covered 
with  trees,  the  greatest  part  of  which  has  the  appearance,  but 
the  appearance  only,  of  being  very  tine  timber.  The  best  kind  is 
a  tree  with  a  pine  top,  but  it  is  very  hard,  and  in  grain  not 
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unlike  the  English  oak,  and  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  made  use       1788 
of,  but  it  does  not  grow  to  any  considerable  size,  and  such  as  are     lojuiy. 
of  any  tolerable  size  are  all  rotten  in  the    heart.     It   may    be  poyT^ji^er 
worthy  of  remark  that  the  same  tree  is  often  found  to  be  for 
some  feet  perfectly  sound,  then  decayed,  then  sound,  and  so  on 
alternately,  but  of  such,  and  cabbage-trees,  are  our  officers  and 
men,  with  great  labour  and  difficulty,  obliged  to  foi-m  their  hutts. 

Might  I  presume  to  intrude  an  opinion  on  their  Lordships  with 
respect  to  the  utility  of  a  settlement  upon  this  coast,  at  least 
upon  this  part  of  it,  it  should  be  that  it  never  can  be  made  to 
answer  the  intended  purpose  or  wish  of  Government,   for  the 
country  seems  totally  destitute  of  everything  that  can  be  an  The  site 
object  for  a  commercial  nation,  a  very  fine  harbour  excepted,  and  '^<^""^'"*'^  • 
I  much  fear  that  the  nature  of  the  soil  is  such  as  will  not  be 
brought  to  yield  more  than  sufficient  sustainance  for  the  needy 
emigrants  whose  despei'ate  fortunes  may  induce  them  to  try  the 
experiment.     Here  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  their  Lordships  that 
the   above   is   but   a   private    opinion.      The    Governor's   I   am  Ross' 
unacquainted  with,  as  he  has  never  done  me  the  honor  of  inform-  opinion, 
ing  me  of  his  or  asking  me  for  mine  ;  neither  has  he  made  me  or 
any  other  person  that  I  know  of  acquainted  with  any  part  of  the 
intentions  of  Government,  nor  have  I  been  let  into  any  part  of  his 
plan,  which  will,  I  hope,  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  very  lame  Jfot 
accounts  in  my  power  to  give  their  Lordships,  independant  of  PMiiip.'^     ^ 
what  I  have  already  said.     The  face  of  the  country  round  us 
produces  dreadful  proofs  of  the  devastation  caused  by  the  frequent 
lightnings,  besides  our  having  been  already  visited  by  a  shock  of  Lightning 
an  earthquake,  which  happened  on  the  22nd  of  June.      The  fatal  ^u^^^gs'^'^" 
effects  of  the  first  Captain  Campbell  and  myself  have  woefully 
experienced  in  having  the  principal  part  of  our  live  stock  (all  our 
sheep  and  lambs,  with  some  hogs  which  we  purchased  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope)  destroyed  by  it  soon  after  our  arrival,  and  what  Live  stock 
little  remains  among  the  whole  of  us  are  now  in  a  starving  con-    '^^'''"J'^- 
dition  for  want  of  food  to  feed  them.     While  I  am  on  this  subject 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of    mentioning  to    their  Lordships   the 
quantity  of  provisions  served  to  myself,  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  detachment,  in  which  there  is  now  no  difference  between  us 
and  the  convicts,  but  in  half  a  pint  per  day  of  P^io  spirits,  which  Bad  spirits. 
in  taste  and  smell  is  extremely  offensive.     Indeed,  I  may  say  that 
nothing  short  of  absolute  necessity  could  induce  men  to  use  it. 
What  makes  this  the  more  severely  felt  Vjy  many  of  us  is  our  not 
having  known  what  we  were  to  be  supplied  with  till  it  was  nmch 
too  late  to  make  any  other  provision  for  ourselves. 

I  have  likewise  to  oljserve  to  their  Lordships  that  the  quantity 
of  provision  served  to  the  detachment  is  short  of  what  it  used  to  Shortration. 
be.     On  my  mentioning  this,  at  the  request  of  the  officers  and 
privates,  to  his   Excellency,   he  said  that  it   was  by  particular 


174 


HISTORICAL    RECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH   WALES. 


1788 

10  July. 


Deduction 
made. 


A  broken 
promise. 


Scant 
allowance. 


The  Sirius. 


Wine  and 

spirits. 


Victualling 
defective. 


direction  from  the  Navy  Board  he  was  to  deduct  a  certain  weight 
from  each  species  of  provisions  issued.  I  then  inform'd  him  of 
its  being  the  first  instance  I  had  ever  known  in  which  a  Com- 
missary made  any  deduction  from  the  daily  ration,  unless  it  was 
by  a  general  order  to  put  the  whole  upon  short  allowance.  If 
his  Excellency  thought  it  right  to  give  such  an  oi'der,  I  would 
answer  for  the  detachment  receiving  whatever  he  ordered  without 
a  murmur ;  but  that  men  never  would  without  such  order  be 
satisfied  with  fourteen  for  sixteen  ounces  of  anything.  I  like- 
wise mentioned  to  him  that  this  detachment  came  out  with  a 
promise  from  their  Lordships  of  their  being  properly  victualled 
while  they  remained  here,  and  that  I  had  myself  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Nepean,  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  that  we  were  to 
be  victualled  in  every  respect  the  same  as  the  garrison  of  Gib- 
raltar, only  not  to  pay  for  our  rations.  That  had  I  not  under- 
stood it  so,  and  could  I  possibly  have  imagined  that  I  was  to  be 
served  with,  for  instance,  no  more  butter  than  any  of  the  con- 
victs (nearly  six  ounces  per  week),  I  most  certainly  would  not 
have  left  England  without  supplying  myself  Vi^ith  that  article,  as 
well  as  many  other,  or  oyle,  for  my  own  use.  His  Excellency 
then  said  that  he  would  write  home  for  permission  to  increase  the 
present  allowance,  which  he  hoped  and  had  no  doubt  would  be 
granted  him,  in  which  case  every  deficiency  from  the  time  of 
our  landing  should  be  made  good  ;  but  it  may  be  necessary  to 
observe  that  this  declaration  followed  my  observing  to  him  the 
customary  ration  I  had  ever  known  troops  to  receive,  and  that  I 
thought  it  aljsolutely  necessary  to  inform  their  Lordships  of  our 
present  situation. 

On  the  20th  June  his  Excellency  order'd  the  corporal  and 
eight  privates  lent  from  the  Sirius  to  be  sent  on  board  again, 
saying  that  he  would  discharge  three  privates  from  the  ship's 
books  to  complete  the  detachment,  which  he  did  on  the  2nd 
instant,  and  now  we  are  complete  with  the  same  number  of  men 
we  first  eml^ark'd  with.  I  likewise  beg  you  will  inform  their 
Lordships  that  on  the  8th  instant  the  Governor  read  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Mr.  ISTepean,  of  the  10th  May,  1787,  wherein  he 
authorizes  his  Excellency  to  purchase  on  the  jDassage  a  proportion 
of  wine  or  spirits  to  serve  the  marines  three  years,  but  that  it 
must  be  understood  that  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  there 
would  be  no  more  wine  or  spirits  allowed. 

It  is  therefore,  in  justice  to  the  detachment  under  my  com- 
mand, my  earnest  request  that  their  Lordships  will  please  to  take 
us  under  their  protection,  and  cause  us  to  be  properly  victualled 
in  the  manner  they  intended ;  and  as  it  is  not  possible  to  suppose 
troops  can  subsist  with  comfort  on  salt  provisions  and  water 
only,  it  is  hoped  this  request  will  be  attended  to,  as  I  can  affirm 
that  no  troops  in  the  King's  service  ever  had  such  severe  duty  to 
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do ;  so  can  I  with  equal  truth  say  that  duty  can  never  be  done       ^"''^^ 
with  more  alacrity  than  it  is  done  by  this  detachment.  icuuiy. 

But  should  their  gropf  be  stopt  I  dread   the  consecjuences,  and  Grojr  indis- 
must  pray  that  before  such  an  e^■ent  takes  place,  should   it  be  so  P'=''^^J<^- 
intended,  their  Lordships  will  order  the  detachment  to  be  relieved, 
;ind  shall   hope  I  may  be   permitted  to  share  with  tliem  in  the 
same  induli:'ence. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  mention   that  clothing  will  be  very  much  Clothing. 
wanted  for  the  detachment,   they  being  already  intitled  to  the 
tpiantity  first  sent  out. 

I  must  likewise  intreat  their  Lordships  will  please   to  order  a 
supply  of  stationary  to  be   sent   out,  as  the   quantity  we   have  stationerj-. 
lirought  with  us  is  far  too   small   for  the  necessary  uses  of  the 
detachment,  guards,  &:c.  I  am,  etc., 

R.  Ross,  Major. 

SuRGEOx  White  to  Lord  Sydney.* 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 

:\Iy  Lord,  New  South  Wales,  July,  1788. 

The  jirevalence  of  disease  among  the  troops  and  convicts, 
who  on  landing  were  tainted  with  the  scurvy,  and  the  likelyhood  of 
its  continuance  from  the  food  (salt  provisions)  on  which  they  are 
from  necessity  obliged  to  live,  has  made  the  consumption  of 
medicines  so  very  great  that  the  inclosed  supply  will  be  very  More 
much  wanted  before  any  ships  can  possil^ly  arrive  here  from  required!^ 
England. 

The  distress  among  the  troops,  their  wives  and  children,  as 
well  as  among  the  convicts,  for  want  of  necessaries  to  aid  the 
operation  of  medicines  has  been  great.  What  are  included  under 
the  head  of  necessaries  I  take  the  liberty  to  enumerate,  which 
are  sugar,  sago,  oatmeal,  bai'ley,  rice,  currants,  different  spices,  Medical 
vinegar,  and  portable  soup.  Indeed,  our  situation,  not  having  any  ^'""'°"^ 
fresh  animal  food,  nor  being  able  to  make  a  change  in  the  diet, 
which  has  and  must  be  salt  meat,  makes  these  things  more 
necessary  here  than,  perhaps,  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  How- 
e\er,  the  necessity  of  having  these  things  sent  out  by  the  first 
opportunity  will  no  doubt  be  strongly  recommended  to  your 
Lordship's  notice  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Phillip.  I  have 
mentioned  them  lest  they  should  escape  him  through  the  multi- 
plicity of  matters  all  new  settlements  afford.  I  have  to  entreat 
your  Lm-dship  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  medicines  to  be  sent  Medicines 
from  Apothecaries'  Hall,  where  they  are  sure  to  be  genuine  and 
fresh,  a  cii-cumstance,  considering  the  immense  distance  we  are 
off,  and  the  length  of  time  which  it  will  take  before  we  can 
receive  them,  that  cannot  be  too  much  attended  to.     Care  in  the 

*  See  Wliite  to  Phillip.     Ante,  p.  142. 
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1788       puting  them  up  and  having  them  placed  in  a  dry  place  where 
10  July,     no  wet  can  come  at  them  during  the  voyage,  is  another  circum- 
stance equally  to  be  attended  to. 

I  have,  &c., 

John  White,  Surgeon. 

Major  Ross  to  Uxder  Secretary  Nepeax.* 
Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Dear  Sir,  10th  July,  1788. 

I  know  not  whether  the  Secretary  of  State  expects  I  am 
to  write  to  him  or  not,  but  I  suppose  rather  not,  for  as  I  came 
out  without  any  orders  or  instructions  from  your  office  with 
respect  to  the  intentions  of  Government,  so  am  I  still  ignorant  of 
it,  for  the  Governor  has  never  told  me,  neither  has  he  ever 
advised  or  consulted  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  I  beleive  every- 
body else  are  in  the  dark  as  well  as  myself.  Should  his  Lordship 
Ross's  expect  letters  from  me,  I  hope  you  will  think  the  above  a  sufficient 

"  "'   excuse,  for  I  cannot  see  how  I  could  write  without  informing 

him  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Governor  treats  me  as  Lieut. - 
Governor ;  and  as  to  the  detachment,  they  have  just  the  same 
cause  for  complaint  that  I  have.     This  you  will  see  cannot  be 
done  without  my  letter  coming  in  the  manner  of  a  complaint, 
which  I  by  no  means  wish  to  be  the  case  at  this  stage  of  the 
business ;  but  I  will  not  answer  for  what  may  be  the  case  here- 
General  dis-  after,  for,  take  my  word  for  it,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  place 
but  wishes  to  return  home,  and  indeed  they  have  no  less  than 
cause,  for  I  believe  there  never  was  a  set  of  people  so  much  upon 
the  parrish  as  this  garrison  is,  and  what  little  we  want,  even  to 
a  single  nail,  we  must  not  send  to  the  Commissary  for  it,  but 
must  apply  to  his  Excellency,  and  when  we  do  he  allways  sayes 
there  is  but  little  come  out,  and  of  course  it  is  but  little  we  get, 
and  what  we  are  obliged  to  take  as  a  mark  of  favor. 
The  'oountrj'      If  you  want  a  true  description  of  this  country  it  is  only  to  be 
con  emue  .  £q^j-^j  amongst  many  of  the  private  letters  sent  home ;  however,  I 
will,  in  confidence,  venture  to  assure  you  that  this  countiy  will 
never  answer  to  settle  in,  for  altho'  I  think  corn  will  grow  here, 
yet  I  am  convinced  that  if  ever  it  is  able  to  maintain  the  people 
here  it  cannot  be  in  less  time  than  probably  a  hundi^ed  years 
hence.     I  therefore  think  it  will  be  cheaper  to  feed  the  convicts 
Convicts  and  On  turtle  and  venison  at  the  London  Tavern  than  be  at  the 
turtle.  expence  of  sending  them  here. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  my  hope  that  yourself,  Mrs.  Nepean, 
and  the  family  are  well,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  is  not  possible 
you  can  be  better  than  you  are  wished  to  be  by  James  Campbell,! 
as  well  as  by,  my  dear  sir,  Yours,  &c., 

R.  Ross. 

*  A  private  letter.  f  Captain  Campbell. 
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GovEKNOR  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydxey.  1788 

:\Iy  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  July  the  10th,  1788.  i'^-^"'-^- 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  I  received  under  the  Royal 
Sign  Manual,  resjjecting  the  natives,  and*  transmitting  an  account 
of  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  soil  in  and  near  the  settlement, 
and  the  mode,  and  upon  what  terms  and  conditions,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment,  lands  maybe  grafted,*  I  have  the  honor 
(jf  inf(jrming  your  Lordship  that  the  natives  have  ever  been  treated  The  natives. 
with  the  greatest  humanity  and  attention,  and  every  precaution 
that  was  possible  has  been  taken  to   prevent  their  receiving  any 
insults  ;  and  when  I  shall  have  time  to  mix  more  with  them  every 
means  shall  be  used  to  reconcile  them  to  live  amongst  us,  and  to  Their fiieii<i- 
teach  them  the  advantages  they  will  reap  from  cultivatmg  the  ^  "^'  **^"'' 
land,  which  will  enable  them  to  support  themselves  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  when  fish  are  so  scarce  that  many  of  them  perish  witli 
hunger,  at  least,  I  have  strong  reason  to  suppose  that  to  be  the 
case.      Their  numljer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  settlement,  that  Their 
is  within  ten  miles  to  the  northward  and  ten  miles  to  the  south-  "'™  '''" 
ward,  I  reckon  at  fifteen  hundred. 

With  respect  to  the  soil,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  your 
Lordship  that  near  the  head  of  the  harbour  there  is  a  tract  of 
country  running  to  the  westward  for  many  miles  which  appears 
to  be  in  general  rich,  good  land ;  the  breadth  of  this  tract  of  Good  laixi. 
country  I  have  not  yet  been  aljle  to  examine,  but  I  believe  it  to 
be  considerable.     These  lands,  and  several  particular  spots,  may  ])e 
settled,  and  the  ground  cleared  of  timber,  without  the  great  laljour 
we  experience  in  the  situation  in  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  fix 
the  colony.      Farmers  and  people  used  to  the  cultivation  of  lands.  Farmers  as 
if  sent  out  (and  without  which  agriculture  will  make  but  a  very  '^"''^'■^• 
slow  progress),  must  be  supported  by  Government  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  liave  the  labour  of  a  certain  numljer  of  convicts  to 
assist  them  for  that  time,  after  which  they  may  be  al)le  to  support 
themselves,  and  to  take  the  convicts  sent  out  at  the  expence  which 
Govei'nment  is  put  to  for  their  transportation  ;  but  then,  I  presume, 
none  should  be  sent  whose  sentence  is  for  a  less  term  than  fourteen 
years.     A  yearly  fine  to  be  paid  for  the  lands  granted,  after  the  Limd  tyrants. 
fifth  year ;  the  fine  to  be  in  grain,  and  in  proportion  to  the  crop ; 
and  this,  T  should  liope,  would  be  the  only  tax  laid  on  the  crop.s, 
giving  the  church  lands  in  the  room  of  tythes. 

The  .sending  out  settlers,  who  will  be  interested  in  the  laljor  of  Settlers 
the  convicts,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  the  country,  appeai-s  to  me  ^'''"''®'^' 
to  be  absolutely  necessary. 

Lands  granted  to  officers  or  settlers   will,   I  presume,  be  on  Conditions 
c<jndition  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the  lands  so  granted  being  [,^J,t"'^" 
cultivated  or  cleared  within  a  certain  time,  and  which  time  and 
(quantity  can  only  be  determined  by  the  nature  of  the  ground  and 

N  ♦  Ante,  pp.  85-91 
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1788 

10  July. 


An  opinion 
to  order. 


situation  of  the  lands ;  and,  in  that  case,  when  lands  are  granted 
to  officers,  the  garrison  must  be  sufficient  for  the  service  of  the 
place,  and  to  permit  such  officers  occasionally  to  be  absent  at  the 
lands  they  are  to  cultivate,  and  for  a  certain  time ;  they  likewise 
must  be  allowed  convicts,  who  must  be  maintained  at  the  expence 
of  the  Crown. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  consider  this  opinion  as  given 
in  obedience  to  orders,  on  a  subject  which  requires  more  considera- 
tion than  I  can  give  it  at  present,  and  at  a  time  when  I  have 
only  a  very  superficial  knowledge  of  the  country  for  a  few  miles 
around.  I  have,  ifec, 

A.  Phillip. 


Survey 
of  Port 
Jackson. 


Letters  from 
La  Peroiise. 

Natives 

appropriate 

fish. 


Precautions. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 

Dear  Sir,  July  the  10th,  1788. 

By  the  Alexander,  under  the  care  of  Lieutenant  Short- 
land,  agent  for  the  transports,  I  have  sent  dispatches  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lord  Sydney  and  for  yourself,  with  a  rough  sur- 
vey of  Port  Jackson.  Duplicates  of  these  dispatches  go  by  the 
Friendship,  under  the  care  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  of  the  marines, 
triplicates  of  most  by  the  master  of  the  Borrowdale,  and  a 
quadriplicate  of  my  publick  letters  to  you  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  With  your  dispatches  I  have  sent  duplicates  and  tripli- 
cates of  my  publick  letters  to  the  Admiralty  and  Navy  Board, 
and  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  some  private 
letters. 

Lieutenant  Shortland  is  likewise  charged  with  a  box  of  letters 
from  Monsieur  La  Perouse  for  the  French  Ambassador. 

Yesterday  twenty  of  the  natives  came  down  to  the  beach,  each 
armed  with  a  number  of  spears,  and  seized  on  a  good  part  of  the 
fish  caught  in  the  seine.  The  coxswain  had  been  ordered,  how- 
ever small  the  quantity  he  caught,  always  to  give  them  a  part 
whenever  any  of  them  came  where  he  was  fishing,  and  this  was 
the  first  time  they  ever  attempted  to  take  any  by  force.  While 
the  greatest  number  were  seizing  the  fish,  several  stood  at  a 
small  distance  with  their  spears  poised  ready  to  throw  them 
if  any  resistance  had  been  made,  but  the  coxswain  very  pru- 
dently permitted  them  to  take  what  they  chose,  and  parted  good 
friends.  They,  at  present,  find  it  very  difficult  to  support  them- 
selves. 

In  consequence  of  what  happened  yesterday,  no  boat  will  in 
future  go  down  the  harbour  without  an  officer. 

I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 


*  a  similar  letter  was  sent  to  Secretarj-  Stephens. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.*  1783 

My  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  tJuly,  1788.  lojuiy. 

The  publick  letters  to  your  Lordship  will  show  the  situation 
of  this  settlement,  and  the  little  diflicultys  we  have  met  with.  Difficulties, 
which  time,  an  additional  force,  and  prosier  people  for  cultivating 
the  land  will  remove;  and  your  Lordship  may  be  assured  that 
anxious  to  render  a  very  essential  service  to  my  country,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  colony,  which  from  its  situation  must  here- 
after be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  Great  Britain,  no  perseverance 
will  1)6  wanting  on  my  part,  and  which  consideration  alone  could 
make  amends  for  the  being  surrounded  by  the  most  infamous  of 
mankind,  it  is  to  your  Lordship  and  to  Nepean  only  that  I  make 
a  declaration  of  this  kind.      Time  will  remove  all  diflicultys,  and  Time  will 

with  a  few  familys   who   have  been  used  to  the  cultivation  of  fe'^o^e 
111-  •!!  1        •  11  them. 

lands,  this  country  will  wear  a  more  pleasing  aspect,  and  those 
who  are  to  come  out,  knowing  what  the  country  really  is,  will  be 
less  disapointed.  As  to  myself,  I  am  satisfied  to  remain  as  long 
as  my  services  are  wanted :  I  am  serving  my  country,  and  serving  Devotion 
the  cause  of  humanity.  I  flatter  myself  that  by  the  return  of  *°  ^"'••''• 
the  ships  that  brought  us  out  provisions,  and  on  wliic.h  is  'placed 
our  sole  dependence,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  your  Lordship  a  more 
satisfactory  account  of  this  country. 

Lt.  Philip  Gidley  King,  the  second  lieut.  of  the  Sirius,  who  is  King 
at  Norfolk  Island,  is  a  very  steady,  good  officer.     He,  too,  is  cut  off  P''^'^^^- 
from  all  society,  and  is  in  a  situation  that  will  require  patience 
and  perseverance,  both  of  which  he  possesses,  with  great  merit  in 
the  service  as  an  officer ;  as  such  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
jour  Lordship.      The   rank  of  master   and    commander  he  well  His  pro- 
earned  in  the  late  war,  and  I  should  be  very  happy  if  he  now  asked"or 
attained  it,  thro'  your  Lordship.  |      I  have  now,  my  Lord,  only  to 
request  that  my  compliments  may  be  made  acceptable  to  Lady 
Sydney  and  family,  and  as  I  have  directed  my  official  letters  to 
Mr.  Nepean,  to  Mr.  Townshend  in  particular,  I  hope  he  will  not 
forget  his  exiled  friend. 

Of  your  Lordship's  friendship  I  have  had  proofs,  and  of  which 
I  retain  a  just  sense;  add  to  the  obligation,  my  Lord,  by  believing 
that  I  merit  the  friendship  you  honor  me  with,  and  that  I  am, 
with  esteem, —  Your  Lordship's,  &zc., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.§ 

My  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  July  10th,  1788. 

I  have  now  closed  all  my  pu})lick  letters,  which,  from  the 

hurry  in  which  they  have  been  written,  will  appear  unconnected, 

♦  A  private  letter. 

t  The  (lay  of  the  month  is  not  ffiven,  but  the  letter  was  probably  written  on  the  same  day 
Jis  the  oHicial  despatches,  i.e.,  luth  July. 

}  King  was  promoted  2iid  .March,  IT'.U.  §  A  private  letter. 
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1788 
10  July. 

Care  for  the 
natives. 


Presents 
for  England. 


Birds. 


A  kanajaroo. 


12  July. 

Urgent 
wants. 

Leather. 


Warm 
clothing. 


Yinegar. 


and  stand  in  need  of  an  apology.  Your  Lordship  will  see  by  the 
last  letter  that  the  natives,  armed,  took  some  fish  by  force  from 
the  boat's  crew.  The  temptation  was  great,  for  the  quantity 
caught  was  considerable,  and  fish  is  now  very  scarce.  We  shall 
guard  against  any  dispute  on  tliis  head  in  future,  and  when  the 
ships  sail  I  shall  have  time  to  go  amongst  them  and  to  give  them 
some  little  assistance  if,  from  the  rains  having  ceased,  fish  can  be 
caught  in  any  quantity. 

The  enclosed  memorandum  contains  the  articles  for  your  Lord- 
ship, which  are  on  l^oard  the  Alexander,  and  of  which  I  beg  your 
acceptance.     The  wine  will,  I  hoj^e,  be  improved  by  the  voyage. 

I  have  once  more  the  pleasure  of  assuring  your  Lordship  of  my 
esteem,  and  of  a  just  sense  of  the  friendship  with  which  I  am 
honor'd,  and  of  requesting  that  my  respects  may  be  made  accept- 
able to  Lady  Sydney,  with  compliments  to  Mr.  Townshend.  The 
birds  from  Lord  Howe  Island  may  be  acceptable  to  Lady  Chatham ; 
and  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  been  al)le  to  procure  any  small 
birds  for  Miss  Townshend,  to  whom,  likewise,  your  Lordship  will 
please  to  make  my  compliments. 

The  kangurroo*  for  your  Lordship  is  the  largest  I  have  yet 
seen.  As  it  stands  it  measures  five  feet  nine  inches.  This  extra- 
ordinary animal  makes  the  same  use  of  his  fore  feet  as  the  monkey 
does.  Major  Ross  has  one  alive.  It  is  young,  very  tame,  and 
comes  to  you  and  embraces  your  hands  with  the  fore  feet.  The 
female  was  killed,  and  the  young  one  remained  by  the  body. 

Wishing  your  Lordship  health,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 


the  greatest  esteem,  &c.. 


A.  Phillip. 


Lt.  Collins,  whose  bad  state  of  health  obliges  him  to  return,  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship's  notice. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  July  12th,  1788. 

To  the  articles  which  I  have  mention'd  as  moi'e  immedately 
wanted,  the  following,  tho'  so  very  necessary,  have  escaped  my 
memory  till  this  moment.  Leather  for  soals  for  the  men's  shooes, 
and  the  materials  for  mending  them.  Shooes  here  last  but  a  very 
short  time,  and  the  want  of  these  materials,  and  thread  to  mend 
the  cloathing,  will  render  it  impossible  to  make  them  serve  more 
than  half  the  time  for  which  they  were  intended.  This  country 
requires  warm  cloathing  in  the  winter  ;  the  rains  are  frequent  and 
the  nights  very  cold. 

You  will  excuse  the  repetition  of  our  wants ;  they  will,  I  hope, 
be  less  in  future.  I  have,  &g., 

A.  Phillip. 

Vinegar  will  be  very  acceptable ;  it  is  very  much  wanted. 

*  Up  to  this  time  no  agreement  seems  to   have  been  come  to  as  to  the  spelling  o 
"  kangaroo." 
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Thk  Rev.  Ricuard  Johnson  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean,        ^^^^ 

Port  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,       "   "  ^ 

Hon'd.  Sir,  New  South  Wales,  July  12th,  178S. 

Though  I  have  nothing  particular  to  mention  to  you,  I 
cannot  think  of  letting  the  fleet  return  to  England  without  droping 
you  a  single  line  to  inform  you  of  my  health  and  welfare.  It 
would  be  unnecessary  for  me,  sir,  to  give  you  any  account  of  the 
various  circumstances  or  incidences  respecting  the  fleet  during 
<;)ur  late  passage  from  England  to  .this  distant  part  of  the  globe, 
as,  no  doubt,  you  will  receive  ample  imformation  respecting  these 
matters,  together  with  a  description  of  this  country  as  to  climate, 
natives,  &c.,  &c.,  from  his  Excellency  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.,  our 
Governour,  and  others.  Everything  here  is  as  yet  (as  you  may  Things 
easily  suppose)  very  unsettled,  but  hope  in  time  our  situation  will  "^settled. 
l)e  rendered  more  comfortable ;  and,  even  now,  all  things  considered, 
thank  God,  I  have  no  reason  to  complain. 

You  may  remember,  sir,  a  circumstance  which  greatly  interested 
the  public  a  little  before  our  leaving  England.    This  was  respecting 

the  Norwich  goaler  and  two  convicts, and ,  which, 

with  a  child,  were  removed  from  Norwich  gaol  to  Plymouth  in 
order  to  be  embarked  on  board  one  of  the  transports  bound  to 
New  South  Wales.  These  two  persons  I  marx^ied  soon  after  our  Marriage  of 
arrival  here.  Some  persons  made  a  charitable  contribution  for 
these  two  persons,  collected  the  sum  of  £20,  and  laid  this  out  in 
various  articles,  at  the  same  time  requesting  I  w'd  see  this  delivered 
to  them  upon  our  arrival  here.  Unfortunately,  these  have  not 
Ijeen  found.  This  circumstance  has  been  brought  before  the 
Ci\al  Court  here,  when  a  verdict  was  found  in  their  favor  ag'st 
the  captain  of  the  Alexander.  Am  sorry  this  charitable  in- 
tention and  action  has  been  brought  to  this  disagreeable  issue,  the 
more  so  because  the  public  seemed  to  be  so  much  interested  in 
their  welfare.  The  child  is  still  living — of  a  weakly  constitution, 
but  a  fine  boy. 

Hope,  sir,  you  will  excuse  my  freedom  in  directing  these  few 
lines  to  you,  my  chief  intention,  as  I  have  already  mentioned, 
l>eing  to  inform  you  of  my  health  and  welfare,  and  that  I  may  have 
the  honour  of  once  more  subscribing  myself,  &c., 

Richard  Johnson. 

Major  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Camp,  Svdney  Cove,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  "  22nd  August,  1788.  •■^sAug. 

Having  on  the  15th  of  May  represented  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  absolute  impossibility  of  erecting  barracks  for  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  detachment  without  employing  such 
artificers  for  that  purpose  as  could  be  found  amongst  themselves, 
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Paid  like 

troops. 


and  having  at  the  same  time  said  that  they  could  not  be  re- 
22  Aug.  tained  at  such  work  unless  they  were  to  be  paid  in  the  customary 
manner  of  paying  all  troojis  employed  on  extra  works  for  the 
public  service,  and  more  especially  so  as  they  knew  that  the 
Artificers,  artificers  employed  from  the  ships  of  war  and  transports  were  to- 
be  paid  for  work  done  on  shore. 

Your  Excellency  having  done  me  the  honor  of  agreeing  with 
me  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  them,  and  that  if  it  was 
customary,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  men  so  employed 
would  be  paid,  I,  in  consequence,  gave  out  an  order  on  the  17th 
of  May  that  such  artificers  as  belonged  to  the  detachment,  and 
employed  in  erecting  barracks  or  other  public  works,  should  in 
future  be  paid  in  the  .same  manner  that  troops  usually  have  been. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  inclosing  for  your  Excellency's  inspec- 
tion a  list  of  such  artificers  as  have  been  employed  from  the  date 
of  the  above  order  to  the  17th  of  August,  1788. 

I  have,  etc., 

R.  Ross,  Major. 

GovERXOR  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydxey. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
My  Lord,  1st  September,  1788. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship  of  the  situa- 
tion of  this  colony,  by  the  agent  for  the  transports,  Lieutenant 
Shortland,  who  sailed  the  13th  of  July,  in  the  Alexander,  with  the 
Despatches.  Friendship  and  Prince  of  Wales,  transports,  and  the  Borrowdale, 
store-ship  ;  duplicates  of  my  letters  to  your  Lordship  being  sent 
at  the  same  time  by  Lieutenant  William  Collins,  whose  bad  state 
of  health  obliged  him  to  return  to  Europe  ;  and  triplicates  by  the 
master  of  the  Borrowdale. 

These  ships  went  to  the  northward,  intending  to  follow  Captain 
Carteret's  track  between  New  Britain  and  New  Ireland ;  and  as  it 
is  not  now  impossible  but  that  the  ships  by  which  I  have  now  the 
honor  of  writing  to  your  Lordship  may  be  the  first  that  arrive,  I 
shall  recapitulate  the  heads  of  my  former  letters. 
[Here  follow  extracts  from  letters  already  given.] 

T  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 


1  Sept. 


Capt. 

Carteret's 

track. 


28  Sept. 

The  Sirius 
sent  to  the 
Cape  for 
com. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
My  Dear  Sir,  September  28th,  1788. 

I  have  ordered  the  Sirius  to  the  Cape,  for  the  reasons 
assigned  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Sydney  ;*  all  the  seed  wheat  and 
most  of  the  other  seeds  brought  from  England  having  been 
spoiled,  as  well  as  what  wheat  was  put  on  board  the  Supply  at 
the  Cape ;  several  acres  sown  with  this  wheat  have  been  sown  a 

*  Post,  p.  188. 
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second  time,  with  the  seeds  preserved  for  next  year,   in  case  of       1783 
any  accident  happening  to  what  we   have   in   the  ground,   and      i  Sept. 
which  has  left  us  witliout  a  Imshel  of  seed  in  the  settlement. 
Having  only  a  year's  flour  in  store,  Captain  Hunter  has  orders  to 
purchase  as  much  as  the  ship  can  stow,  and  I  appi^ehend  he  will 
be  able  to  bring  six  months'  for  the  settlement ;  as  likewise  what 
seed   wheat,  &c.,  we  may  want.      The  Sirius  and  Supply   being 
victualled  from  the  stores  lessens  our  provisions ;  and  you  will,  I 
believe,  see  the  necessity  of  having  always  two  years'  provisions  Two  years' 
beforehand ;  a  store-ship  may  be  lost  a  long  time  before  it  is  known  pro°^?^s°ons 
here  or  in  England. 

Xo  kind  of  necessarys  for  the  sick  after  landing  was  sent  out.  Hospital 
I  enclose  the  surgeon's  letter,*  and  what  he  has  demanded  for  "^^ 
six    months   I    have    ordered    to   be  purchased,  and  apprehend 
necessarys  for  the  hospital  will  be  sent  out  by  the  first  ships. 
The  cloaths  for  the  convicts  are  in  general  bad,  and  thei-e  is  no  Clothing 
possibility  of  mending  them  for  want  of  thread ;  it  is  the  same  *"   ^  °*^^' 
with  the  shoes,  which  do  not  last  a  month ;  these  necessary  articles, 
to  the  amount  of  a  few  pounds,  I  have  likewise  ordered  to  be 
purchased.     A  strong  launch  to  remove  provisions  will  soon  be 
necessary,  as  some  convicts  are  going  to  cultivate  land  near  the  A  launch 
head  of  the  harbour,  and  to  bring  timber,  for  what  we  now  use  '"<^fi"ir'-'<^'- 
is  brought  already  from  a  considerable  distance,  and  our  roads 
after  heavy  rains  are  bad. 

Bills  are  given  to  the  carpenters  and  sawyers  of  the  Sirius  and 
Supply  for  the  time    they  have  been  ashore  (certificates  were 
given  to  those  belonging  to  the  transports).     The  whole  amounts 
to  £192  17s.  6d.     These  small  bills  will  give  the  Treasury  some 
trouble,  but  this  country  has  no  Treasury.      There  are  now  only 
ten  convict  carpenters  ;  more  are  absolutely  necessary,  as  well  as  Carpentei-s 
bricklayers,  for  the  building  to  secure  stores  will  be  a  heavy  work,  ^"['kiavcis 
and   must   be   undertaken ;  at   the   same   time  I  wish   to  avoid  wanted. 
hiring  the  ships'  carpenters  in  future. 

The  tools  and  articles  in  the  inclosed  lists  will  be  much  wanted 
by  the  time  they  can  be  sent  out,  and  I  cannot  help  repeating  Tools. 
that  most  of  the  tools  were  as  bad  as  ever  were  sent  out  for 
barter  on  the  coast  of  Guinea. 

Of  the  thirty  pipes  of  wine  ordered  for  the  hospital,  only  fifteen  wine, 
were  purchased.     There  being  no  more  port  wine  in  the  stores  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  orders  be  given  for 
the  remainder  being  procured  at  Teneriffe,  if  port  wine  is  not 
sent  from  England. 

The  ration,  as  settled  by  the  Navy  Board,  is  the  same  for  the  Ration  too 
men  convicts  as  for  the  garrison,   and  the  giving  of  only   four  ''™'' 
pounds  of  pork  in  lieu  of  seven  pounds  of  beef  I  think  too  little. 
The  additional  pound  of  flour  a  month  is,  I  suppose,  according  to 
the  custom  of  other  garrisons,  but  this  is  the  business  of  a  Com- 

»  Ante,  p.  142. 
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Biissary,  and  with  which  I  am  unacquainted.  The  eighth  was 
stopped  for  some  time  in  favoui*  of  Government,  on  account  of 
the  loss  in  issuing  the  provisions  in  small  quantities,  but  being- 
desirous,  if  possible,  to  do  away  with  every  cause  of  discontent,  on 
Major  Ross  informing  me  that  it  never  was  done  in  any  garrison 
to  his  knowledge,  the  full  weight  being  given,  and  the  loss  falling 
on  Government,  I  have  ordered  that  deduction  to  be  taken  off, 
and  the  garrison  and  convicts  receive  their  full  allowance. 

The  women  have  two-thii"ds  of  what  is  allowed  the  men,  and 
the  children  one-third.  The  children's  allowance  is,  I  think,  too 
little,  ana  I  have  been  obliged  in  sevei'al  instances  to  order 
children  half  the  men's  allowance,  or  two-thirds,  as  the  women 
are  allowed. 

The  wooden  ware  sent  out  were  too  small ;  they  are  called 
bowls  and  platters,  but  are  not  larger  than  pint  basons.  There 
was  not  one  that  Avoidd  hold  a  quart. 

As  the  candles  sent  out  will  not  last  more  than  two  years,  I 
wish  to  know  if  it  is  the  intention  of  Government  to  furnish  the 
settlement  with  that  article  for  any  longer  term. 

The  requisites  for  mending  the  men  and  women's  cloaths  and 
shoes,  as  well  as  some  kind  of  bedding  for  them,  are  very  neces- 
sary, and  some  kind  of  covering  will  be  wanted  for  the  children. 
This  is  not  an  expense  that  will  be  necessary  to  continue  aftei'  a 
number  of  settlers  are  in  the  colony,  for  then  the  convicts  will 
have  some  resources  ;  at  present  they  have  none. 

Amongst  our  many  wants  a  few  proper  people  to  superintend 
the  convicts  has  been  mentioned,  and  we  are  at  a  great  loss  for 
the  necessary  jieople  to  attend  the  stores  and  see  the  provisions 
issued.  The  con-sicts  who  are  proper  for  this  are  those  who  ha^s'e 
had  some  little  education,  and  they  are  the  greatest  villains  we 
have.  In  fact,  there  is  no  choice  of  persons  of  any  class,  and  I 
am  obliged  to  continue  such  as  we  have  in  places  for  which  they 
prove  themselves  veiy  unlit  subjects. 

The  paint  I  have  desired  is  chiefly  for  the  gun-carriages,  boats, 
Arc. 

The  knowing  when  the  time  expires  for  which  the  convicts 
have  been  transported  is  very  necessary,  many  of  whom  will 
desire  to  return  ;  and  there  are  many  that  will  be  a  burthen  to 
Government,  and  who  I  should  be  glad  to  send  away.  This  I 
mentioned  more  particularly  in  a  former  letter. 

Copies  of  the  order  and  instructions  given  to  the  Commandant 
of  Norfolk  Island  are  inclosed,*  as  likewise  what  articles  are 
ordered  to  be  purchased  at  the  Cape. 

The  good   behaviour  and   industry  of   two    convicts,  

and    have   induced   me    to   request  that   their   families 

may  be  sent    to  them.f     The  men  are  at  Norfolk  Island,  and 


*  Ante,  pp.  136-13S.        f  The  request  was  complied  with.     Post,  p.  254. 
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which  they  do  not  wish  to  leave  after  the  time  for  which  they       1^88 
have  been  transported  expires.     The  names  and  places  of  abode     2S  Sept. 
of  these  two  families  are  inclosed. 

An  account  of  the  artificers  belonging  to  the  detachment  who  Ai-tificers' 
have  been  employed  as  such  is  inclosed  in  my  letter  to  Lord  ' " 
.Sydney.  You  wijl,  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  what  they  are 
to  lie  paid  a  day ;  and,  as  the  ships  that  may  come  out  will  bring 
many  necessarys  which  these  people  stand  in  need  of,  they  hope 
that  money  will  be  sent  out  to  pay  them,  as  bills  would  be  attended 
M'ith  great  loss  and  inconvenience. 

The  carpentei's  belonging  to  the  transports  had  notes  given  to  Carijenters' 
them  for  what  they  had  earned,  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings  per     ° 
day. 

The  master  carpenter  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  and  the  master 
carpenter  of  the  Supply,  armed  tender,  have  been  paid  by  bills  at 
the  rate  of  three  shillings  per  day.  The  rest,  carpentries  and  sawyers, 
have  been  paid  by  bills  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  per  day. 

The  master  smith,  who  belongs  to  the  Sirius,  has  no  allowance  The  master 

.  .  .  .  smith 

for  his  work,  as  I  have  written  by  the  ships  that  sailed  in  July  ' 
to  request  he  may  be  established  in  the  settlement  with  such  an 
allowance  as  may  be  judged  proper. 

The  Golden  Grove  is  now  ready  to  sail  with  one  midshipman.  Detachment 
one  Serjeant,  one  corporal,  and  five  privates,  twenty  men  and  ten  ]sland"^^°''^ 
women  convicts.     These  will  make  the  number  on  Norfolk  Island 
sixty,  and  I  send  eighteen  months'  provisions.    The  Fishburn  will 
be  ready  to  sail  by  the  time  the  (iolden  Grove  returns,  and  both 
ships  shall  sail  immediately  for  England.         I  have,  «ic.. 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
My  Lord,  28th  September,  1788. 

Extracts  from  my  letters  by  the  ships  which  sailed  in  July 
accompany  this  letter,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  of  informing 
your  Lordship  that  the  Supply  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  the  17th  Noi-foik 
of  July,  and  returning  the  2Gth  of  August,  brought  me  the 
following  particulars  from  the  Commandant  of  that  island.*  He 
says  that  immediately  after  being  landed  they  proceeded  to  clear 
ground  suflicient  for  building  huts  for  themselves  and  a  store-house, 
the  whole  island  not  affording  a  single  acre  free  from  timber. 
They  were  landed  on  the  south-west  end  of  the  island,  a  rough 
sketch  of  which  I  received  from  that  officer,  and  have  the  honor 
of  enclosing  your  Lordship.  The  bay  in  which  they  laiuletl  is 
sheltered  by  a  reef  of  coral  rock,  through  which  there  is  a  jiassage 
for  a  Ijoat,  Ijut  which,  with  the  tide  of  flood  when  the  Avind  is 
westerly,  makes  the  landing  dangerous  ;  and  a  midshipman  who 
was  ordered  to  lay  within  the  reef,  in  order  to  attend  the  boat.s 

*  Despatches  were  sent  from  Norfolk  Island  on  the  11th  August. 
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1788       coming  on  shore,  imprudently  letting  the  boat  drive  into  the  surf, 
28  Sept.     was  lost  with  four  men.     This  was  the  second  time  the  boat  had 

Landiiio-        been  overset  with  that  midshipman  in  her,  and  the  first  time  one 

daji^erous.    man  was  lost. 

The  want  of  a  good  landing-place,  and  security  for  vessels  in 
the  winter,  is  the  only  thing  to  be  wished  for,  the  island  being  in 
every  other  respect  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world.  The  earth  is 
very  rich^mould  to  the  depth  of  five  and  six  feet  whei-ever  they 
have  dug  so  deep,  and  all  the  grain  and  garden  seeds  which  have 
been  put  into  the  ground  growing  in  the  most  luxuriant  manner. 
This  island,  from  the  great  quantity  of  pumice-stone  found  there, 
must  formerly  have  been  a  volcano,  the  mouth  of  which,  it  is 
probable,  will  be  found  on  the  top  of  a  small  mountain  near  the 
middle  of  the  island,  which  he  has  named  Mount  Pitt,  f  The  island 
is  exceedingly  well  watered,  a  strong  stream,  which  rises  at  or 
near  Mount  Pitt,  running  through  a  very  fine  valley — sufiiciently 
strong  to  turn  a  mill,  though  divided  into  several  branches  ;  and 
very  fine  springs  of  water  are  found  in  different  parts  of  the  island. 
There  are  several  small  bays,  and  there  are  some  hopes  of  finding 
a  better  landing-place,  but  the  necessity  of  employing  everyone  in 
sheltering  themselves  and  stores  from  the  weather,  the  small 
number  of  people,  only  seventeen  men  and  six  women,  and  the 
whole  island  being  covered  with  wood,  which  a  sort  of  supple-jack, 
interwoven  with  the  trees,  renders  almost  impassable,  have  hitherto 
prevented  its  being  examined.     With  this  small  number,  Mr.  King 

Cultivation,  has  cleared  sulficient  ground  to  have  vegetables  of  every  kind  in 
the  greatest  abundance ;  three  acres  in  barley,  part  of  which  had 
been  first  sown  with  wheat,  but  none  of  which  came  up,  the  grain 
being  injui'ed  by  the  weevil,  and  gi'ound  was  ready  to  receive  rice 
and  Indian  corn,  when  the  Supply  was  there.  All  his  people  were 
in  good  houses,  and  he  says  that  he  has  no  doubt  but  that  within 
three  years  they  shall  be  in  such  a  situation  as  to  support  them- 
selves, with  the  assistance  of  a  small  proportion  of  salt  provisions, 
and  that  they  will  not  stand  in  need  of  that  after  the  fourth  year. 
They  have  fish  in  great  abundance,  some  turtle  in  the  season,  great- 
number  of  pigeons,  and  have  found  the  plantain  growing  wild. 
The  flax-plant  (some  roots  of  which  I  shall  send  by  the  Sirius  to 
the  Cape,  to  be  forwarded  to  England)  is  found  very  luxuriant 
all  over  the  island,  growing  to  the  height  of  eight  feet ;  unfortu- 
nately, the  person  I  sent,  who  calls  himself  a  flax-dresser,  cannot 
prepare  it,  as  this  plant  requires  a  different  treatment  in  the 
dressing  to  what  the  Eui'opean  flax-plant  does.  Your  Lordship, 
I  presume,  will  order  proper  persons  to  be  sent  out,  by  which 
means  that  island  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  be  able  to  furnish  a 
considerable  quantity  of  flax.  The  pine-trees,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  carpenter  of  the  Supply,  who  is  a  good  judge,  are  superior  to 
any  he  has  ever  seen ;  and  the  island  affords  excellent  timber  for 

t  In  honor  of  the  Ptiir.e  Minister,  t  Le  Bif^ht  IIoi  culh  Willii  ni  r!tt. 


The  people 
well  housed. 


Fish,  turtle, 

pig'eons, 

flax. 


Flax- 
dressers 
wanted. 


NORFOLK    ISLAND    AND    ITS    EESOUECES.  187 

ship-builcHn£;,  as  well  as  for  masts  and  yards*,  M-ith  which  I  make       17£8 
no  doubt    but  his  Majesty's  ships  in   the  East   Indies  may  be      28Sept 
supplied,  as  likewise  with  pitch  and  tar,  the  only  difficulty  being  piue~tiniber. 
the  want  of  a  good  landing-place,  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
but  that  one  will  be  found  in  some  of  the  small  bays,  or  if  not, 
Mr.  King  proposes  blowing  up  two  or  three  of  the  small  rocks 
which  make  the  x-eef  dangerous,  but  if  distippointed  in  both,  there 
Avill  be  no  danger  in  the  summer-time  ;  and  I  am  assured  by  the 
master  of  the  Supply  it  Avill  be  safer  for  a  ship  to  load  with  masts 
and  spars  at  Norfolk  Island  than  it  is  in  Riga  Bay,  where  so 
many  ships  load  yearly. 

The  Supply  has  been  twice  to  the  island,  but  in  this  season  we 
haA'e  blowing  weather,  and  that  has  prevented  our  receiving  any 
spars.     The  Golden  Grove  will  sail  the  beginning  of  October,  with  Another 
one  petty  officer,  a  serjeant,  corporal,  and  six  marines,  twenty  men  for  Norfolk 
and  ten  women  convicts,  and  eighteen  months'  provisions  for  the  i^iaud. 
island ;  and  by  that  ship  I  expect  spars,  some  of  which  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Navy,  that  they  may 
be  properly  examined,  as  I  believe  the  wood  is  nearly  as  light  as 
the  best  Norway  masts,  and  grows  to  a  most    extraordinary  size.  Great  pine- 
some  of  the  trees  measuring  from  one  hundred  and  sixty  to  one  ''"'^'^^' 
hundred  and  eighty  feet,  and  rise  eighty  feet  without  a  branch  ; 
the  turpentine  from  them  is  veiy  white,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  have  seen  it  is  of  the  purest  kind.     The  fern-tree  is 
likewise  found  of  a  good  height,  measuring  from  seventy  to  eighty 
feet,  and  affords  good  food  for  the  hogs,  sheep,  and  goats,  all  which  Thriving 
thrive  ;  and  I  shall    send  them  what  live  stock   we    now   have  ^'^'^  ^'°°  ' 
remaining  of  what  was  purchased  on  account  of  Government.     No 
<]uadrupeds  have  been  seen  except  rats,  which  at  present  overrun  Rats. 
the  island,  but  which  the  cats  and  terrior  dogs  intended  to  be  sent 
will,  I  hope,  soon  destroy ;  until  that  is  done,  their  crops  must  suffer 
very  considerably.      There  are,  likewise,  great  plenty  of  cabbage- 
trees,  but  not  a  single  Ijlade  of  grass  has  been  seen  on  the  island,  No  grass. 
the  pigeons,  sheep,  and  goats  eating  the  leaves  of  the  shrubs  and 
of  particular  trees,  with  which  they  grow  very  fat.      Two  canoes 
were  found  on  the  rocks,  probaVjly  driven  from  New  Zealand. 

They  had  not  had  such   heavy  storms  of  thunder  as  we  have 
experienced,  and  the  people  have  been  very  healthy.     I  think 
this  island  will  answer  the  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  am 
satisfied  that  the  officer  who  commands  there  will,  in  a  very  few  ^.^^^ 
years,  not  only  put  that  island  in  a  situation  to  support  itself,  but  inospects. 
to  assist  this  colony. 

As  soon  as  the  rains  permitted  the  getting  the  provisions  on 
shoi-e  from  the  two  I'emaining  store-ships,  they  were  cleared, 
except  of  the  spirits,  which  are  on  board  of  one  of  them,  and 

•  other  experts  were  of  a  different  opinion.     Post,  p.  400.     The  timber,  when  tried,  was 
fouiid  to  be  unfit  for  masts  or  j  ards.    See  Hint's  Description  of  Norfollt  Island,  post,  p.  420. 
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which  will  be  landed  the  end  of  this  month.  It  was  my  intention 
to  send  the  two  store-ships  away  together,  and  expected  they 
would  be  ready  to  sail  the  first  week  in  October,  and  the  Sirius 
was  ordered  to  be  i-eady  to  sail  about  the  .same  time  to  the  north- 
ward, in  order  to  procure  live  stock  ;  but  it  was  now  found  that 
very  little  of  the  English  wheat  had  vegetated,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  barley  and  many  seeds  had  I'otted  in  the 
ground,  having  been  heated  in  the  passage,  and  some  much  injured 
by  the  weevil.  All  the  barley  and  wheat,  likewise,  which  had 
been  put  on  board  the  Sup2:)ly  at  the  Cape  were  destroyed  l)y  the 
weevil.  The  ground  was,  therefore,  necessarily  sown  a  second 
time  with  the  seed  which  I  had  saved  for  the  next  year,  in  case 
the  crops  in  the  ground  met  with  any  accident.  The  wheat  sent 
to  Norfolk  Island  had  likewise  failed,  and  there  did  not  remain 
seed  to  sow  one  acre.  I  could  not  be  certain  that  the  ships  which 
are  expected  would  bring  any  quantity  of  grain,  or,  if  put  on  board 
them,  that  they  would  preserve  it  good  hy  a  proper  attention  to 
the  stowage,  to  the  want  of  which  I  impute  our  present  loss. 

The  colony  not  being  in  a  state  to  support  any  considerable 
quantity  of  live  stock,  many  being  under  the  necessity  at  j^re.sent 
of  frequently  killing  a  part  of  what  they  have  for  want  of  food 
to  support  them,  I  should  be  obliged  to  kill  what  the  Sirius 
might  procure,  and  which  could  not  be  expected  to  exceed  ten  or 
fourteen  days'  provision  for  the  settlement ;  and  we  now  have  not 
more  than  a  year's  bi-ead  in  store,  having  been  obliged  to  furnish 
the  Sirius  and  the  Supply  with  provisions.  On  these  con- 
siderations, but  more  immediately  from  the  fear  of  not  having 
grain  to  put  into  the  ground  next  year,  when  we  shall  liave  a 
more  considerable  quantity  of  ground  to  sow,  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  order  the  Sirius  to  go  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  order  to  procure  grain,  and  at  the  same  time  what  quantity 
of  iiour  and  provisions  she  can  receive.  Captn.  Hunter  is  like- 
wise ordered  to  purchase  what  necessarys  the  surgeon  of  the 
hospital  demands  for  six  months,  no  necessarys  of  any  kind, 
according  to  his  letter,  which  is  inclosed,  having  been  sent  out. 
Fifteen  pipes  of  wine  were  purchased  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  which 
were  all  that  could  be  procured  ;  and  I  presume,  as  thirty  pipes 
were  ordered,  the  remainder  will  be  sent  out  by  any  ship  that 
may  stop  at  Teneriffe.  I  have  only  ordered  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  necessarys  to  be  purchased  for  that  time,  as  a  demand  has 
been  made  in  my  first  letter  to  your  Lordship.  The  cellar  for 
receiving  the  spirits  will  be  finished,  and  the  Fishburn  store-ship 
cleared  and  ready  to  sail  by  the  time  the  Golden  Gi'ove  returns 
from  Norfolk  Island,  when  both  ships  shall  be  immediately  ordered 
to  England. 

I  send  the  store-ship  to  Norfolk  Island,  as  I  think  the  Supply 
may  be  necessaiy  in  the  harbour  while  the  Sirius  is  absent. 
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Your  Lordship  will  see  by  the  returns  the  state  of  the  garrison       1788 
aiul  the  provisions    remaining  in  store.      What    the   Sirius  will     as  Sept. 
bring  will  be  mostly  flour,  and  that  she  may  take  on  board  as  Ljj^hT^ng 
large  a  (juantity  as  possible  I  have  ordered  some  of  her  guns  to  theSirius.° 
be  landed. 

I  presume  that  your  Lordship  will  see  the  necessity  of  this 
colony  having  always  a  certain  quantity  of  provisions  in  store. 

As  soon  as  the  8irius  sails  I  intend  going  up  the  harbour  Fresh 
to  the  ground  pointed  out  in  my  former  letters  as  more  easily  ground. 
cultivated  than  the  land  round  us,*  with  a  small  detachment, 
consisting  of  two  lieutenants,  one  captain,  twenty-five  non- 
commissioned and  privates,  and  forty  or  fifty  convicts,  who  will 
be  employed  in  cultivating  the  ground.  I  purpose  remaining 
with  this  party  until  they  are  settled,  and  have  no  doubt  when 
settlers  ct)me  out,  and  proper  people  to  superintend  the  convicts 
that  will  be  employed  for  the  Crown,  but  that  two  or  three  years 
will  give  this  country  a  very  different  aspect ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  clearing  the  ground  near  the  settlement  shall  not  be 
neglected. 

The  hutting  the  detachment  has  been  going  on  under  the  direc-  officei-s' 
tion  of  the  IMajor-Commandant.      The  officers  have  all  separate  '^o^es. 
houses,  and  except  one  or  two  are  now  under  cover.      The  barracks 
are  still  in  hand.     There  being  some  carpenters  and  sawyers  in  the 
different  companies,  1  ordered  them  to  be  employed  as  such  ;  and  it 
being  customary  to  pay  the  soldiers  when  so  employed,  and  Major 
Iloss  thinking  that  they  could  not  otherwise  be  set  to  work  as 
artificers,  I  have  inclosed  his  report  of  such  as  have  been  employed 
for  your  Lordship's  approbation.      I  have  likewise  the  honour  of 
inclosing  your  Lcjrdship  his  returns  of  such  officers  as  wish  to  be  Relief, 
relieved  at  the  expiration  of  the  three  years  for  which  they  were 
sent  outf,  and  of  those  who  are  desirous  of  remaining,  as  likewise 
copies  of  his  letter  and  my  answer  respecting  the  encouragement 
offered  by  Government  to  settlers. 

The  barracks,  officers'  houses,  hospital,  store-houses  for  the  use 
of  the  detachment  and  for  the  public  stores,  ai^e  buildings  that  Buildings, 
will   stand  fiir  some  years,   as  they  will  hereafter  be  walled  up 
with  brick  or  stone,  if  limestone  can  be  found  in  the  country,  or 
if  sent  out  as  ballast  in  the  transports. 

The  dfitachment  is  now  inclosing  ground  for  their  gardens,  and  KieWs  and 
we  have  al>out  six  acres  of  wheat,  eight  of  barley,  and  six  acres  '^'^'^ 
of  (jther  grain,  all  which,  as  well  as  such  garden  seeds  as  were 
not  spoiled,  promise  well ;  and  though  the  soil  is  in  general  a 
light  sandy  soil,  it  is,  I  belie\e,  as  good  as  what  is  commoidy 
found  near  the  sea-coast  in  other  2)arts  of  the  world.  The  great 
inconvenience  we  find  is  from  the  rocks  and  the  labour  of  clearing 
away  the  woods  which  suiTound  us,  and  which  are  mostly  gum- 
trees  of  a  very  large  size,  and  which  arc  only  useful  as  firewood, 

•  Ro6c  Ilill,  named  after  Mr.  G.  Rose,  Under  Seeretarj-,  The  Treasury.       f  Ante,  p.  165. 
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though  I  think  that  when  we  can  cut  them  down  in  the  winter  and 
give  them  time  to  season  they  may  be  made  useful  in  building. 

The  fish  begin  to  return  with  the  warm  weather,  but  I  fear  we 
shall  never  be  able  to  save  any  part  of  the  provisions  by  the 
quantity  that  will  be  taken. 

The  rainy  season  is,  I  hope,  nearly  over,  and  though  we  have 
had  very  heavy  rains  they  have  not  been  more  frequent  than  was 
expected,  and  were  chiefly  confined  to  a  few  days  near  the  full 
and  change  of  the  moon. 

The  climate  is  equal  to  the  finest  in  Europe,  and  we  very 
seldom  have  any  fogs.  All  the  plants  and  fruit-trees  brought 
from  the  Brazil  and  the  Cape  that  did  not  die  in  the  passage 
thrive  exceeding  well ;  and  we  do  not  want  vegetables,  good  in 
their  kind,  which  are  natural  to  the  country. 

With  respect  to  the  sending  to  the  Islands  for  women,  your 
Lordship  will,  I  believe,  think  that  in  the  present  situation  of 
this  colony  it  would  be  only  bringing  them  to  pine  away  a  few 
years  in  misery  ;  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  those  we  have 
are  most  of  them  very  abandoned  wretches.  Still,  more  women 
will  be  necessary  when  more  convicts  are  sent  out. 

Stone  houses  that  will  not  be  in  danger  from  fire  will,  if  pos- 
sible, be  erected  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  as  likewise  a  place 
of  worship ;  and  if  ships  coming  out  bring  limestone  as  ballast 
these  very  necessary  works  will  go  on  fast.  At  present  we  are 
obliged  to  lay  the  bricks  and  stones  in  clay,  and  of  course  to 
make  the  walls  of  an  extraordinary  thickness,  and  even  then  they 
are  not  to  be  depended  on. 

This  country  is  supposed  to  have  mines  of  iron  and  tin  or  silver 
by  those  who  have  been  used  to  work  in  mines ;  but  I  give  no 
encouragement  to  search  after  what,  if  found  in  our  present  situa- 
tion, would  be  the  greatest  evil  that  could  befal  the  settlement. 

A  convict,  used  to  work  in  the  Staffordshire  lead  mines,  says 
the  ground  we  are  now  clearing  contains  a  large  quantity  of  that 
metal ;  and  copper  is  supposed  to  be  under  some  rocks  which 
have  been  blown  in  sinking  a  cellar  for  the  spirits.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  earth  contains  iron  and  other  metals,  and  that 
mines  may  hereafter  be  worked  to  great  advantage.  The  red 
used  by  the  painters,  and  which  they  call  Spanish  brown,  is 
found  in  great  abundance  ;  and  the  white  clay  with  which  the 
natives  paint  themselves  is  still  in  greater  plenty ;  and  which 
the  Abbe  that  came  out  with  Monsieur  Perouse  as  a  naturalist 
told  me,  if  cleared  of  the  sand  (which  may  be  done  with  little 
trouble),  would  make  good  china.  Specimens  were  sent  to  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,*  and  a  stone  taken  out  of  a  slate  quarry  that  I 
thought  contained  some  metal. 

*  Mr.  Josiah  Wedf^fwood,  to  whom  a  sample  of  the  clay  was  submitted,  declared  it  to  be 
"an  excellent  material  for  pottery."  He  made  from  it  a  medallion,  which  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  R.  Tangye,  Esq.,  of  Birmingham. 
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Your   Lord>;liip  will,   I  hope,  judge  it  expedient  to  send  out       1788 
settlei-s,   to  whom  a  certain  number  of  convicts  may  be  given  ;      2S  Sept. 
they,  my  Lord,  will  be  interested  in  cultivating  the  lands,  and  Another 
when  a  few  carpenters  and  bricklayers  are  sent  out  who  will  act  request 
as  overseers,  and  have  some  little  interest  in  the  labour  of  the 
convicts  who  are  under  their  care,  a  great  deal  of  labour  will  be 
done  by  them  who  are  employed  on  the  public  works.     I  have  in 
a  former  letter  mentioned  that  a  couple  of  decked  vessels  of  30 
or  -10  tons  burthen,  if  sent  out  in  frames,  and  two  or  three  good 
shipwrights,  wovdd  be  of  great  service. 

The  natives,  though  very  friendly  whenever  they  are  met  by  Attacks  by 
two  or  three  people  who  are  armed,  still  continue  to  attack  any 
of  the  convicts  when  they  meet  them  in  the  woods,  and  two  or 
three  have  been  lately  wounded  by  them.  I  have  been  with  a 
small  party  to  examine  the  land  between  the  harbour  and 
Broken  Bay  ;  we  went  as  far  as  Pittwater,  and  saw  several  of 
the  natives,  but  none  came  near  us.  There  are  several  hundred 
acres  of  land  free  from  timber,  and  very  proper  for  cultivation,  • 

when  a  small  settlement  can  be  made  on  the  coast.      On  our 
return  to  the  boats  near  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  we  found 
about  sixty  of  the  natives,  men,  women,  and  children,  with  whom 
we  stayed  souie  hours  ;  they  were  friendly,  but,  as  I  have  ever  Friendly 
found  them,  since  they  find  we  intend  to  remain,  they  appeared  '"te>"cou«^e- 
l^est  pleased  when  we  were  leaving  them,  though  I  gave  them 
many  useful  articles ;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  say  whether  it 
was  from  fear  or  contempt  that  they  do  not  come  amongst  us. 
I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship  of  the  strange 
little  we  know  of  these  people.      Most  of  the  women,  and  all  the  <>"'^t'^"i^- 
female  children  I  saw  had  lost  two  joints  from  the  little  finger -of 
the  left  hand,  and  two  women  were  scarred  on  the  shoulders  like 
the  men,  the  first  I  had  seen.     The  women,  when  we  first  came 
on  the  beach,  were  in  their  canoes  fishing,  which  is  their  constant 
employment,    the  men  chiefly  employing  themselves  in  making 
canoes,  spears,  fizgigs,  &c. 

The  day  before  we  returned,  the  boat  that  was  waiting  for  us,  A  comi)at. 
near  the  liai-bour's  mouth,  saw  about  two  hundi'ed  men,  who 
assembled  in  two  parties,  and  who,  after  some  time,  drew  up 
opposite  to  each  other,  and  from  each  party  men  advanced  singly 
and  threw  their  spears,  guarding  themselves  at  the  same  time 
with  their  shields.  I  suppose  this  to  have  been  no  more  than  an 
exercise,  for  the  women  belonging  to  both  parties  remained 
together  on  the  beach ;  though  towards  the  end  of  the  combat 
they  are  said  to  have  run  up  and  down,  uttering  violent  shrieks. 
As  it  had  Vieen  supposed  that  many  of  the  natives  had  left 
this  part  of  the  coast  on  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  fish,  the 
different  parts  of  the  harbour  were  examined  in  one  day,  and  the  Q„„nji„„ 
canoes  counted ;  not  more  than  sixty-seven  canoes  and  one  hun-  the  natives. 
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died  and  thirty-three  people  were  seen ;  but  it  was  the  season  iu 
which  they  make  their  new  canoes,  and  large  parties  were  known 
to  be  in  the  woods  for  that  purpose.  I  went  a  few  days  after  to 
examine  the  coast  between  this  harbour  and  Botany  Bay,  in  which 
journey  few  of  the  natives  were  seen ;  but  a  young  whale  being- 
driven  on  the  coast,  all  we  met  had  large  pieces,  which  appeared 
to  have  been  lain  on  the  fire  until  the  outside  was  scorched,  in 
which  state  they  eat  it.  These  j^eople  last  summer  would  neither 
eat  shax'k  nor  stingray ;  but  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  winter,  I 
believe,  obliges  them  to  eat  anything  that  affords  the  smallest 
nourishment.  They  have  two  kinds  of  root  which  they  chew 
after  roasting ;  one  is  the  fern-root ;  they  eat  together,  that  is,  in 
families,  and  seldom  broil  their  fish  (the  only  way  they  ever  dress 
it)  for  more  than  a  few  minutes.  I  am  sorry  to  have  been  so 
long  without  knowing  more  of  these  people,  but  I  am  unwilling  to 
use  any  force,  and  hope  this  summer  to  persuade  a  family  to  live 
with  us,  unless  they  attempt  to  burn  our  crops,  of  which  I  am 
apprehensive,  for  they  certainly  are  not  pleased  with  our  remain- 
ing amongst  them,  as  they  see  we  deprive  them  of  fish,  which 
is  almost  their  only  support ;  but  if  they  set  fire  to  the  corn, 
necessity  will  oblige  me  to  drive  them  to  a  greater  distance,  though 
I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  I  shall  never  do  it  but  with  the 
greatest  reluctance,  and  from  absolute  necessity. 

As  there  are  paths  which  are  much  frequented  between  this 
harbour  and  Broken  Bay,  I  apprehend  they  frequently  change 
their  situation  ;  but  have  no  reason  to  suppose  they  go  to  the 
northward  in  the  winter,  and  return  in  the  summer. 

The  kangaroo  is  the  only  animal  of  any  size  that  we  have  yet 
seen,  and  they  are  frequently  killed  ;  they  ai-e  of  two  sorts,  one 
seldom  weighing  more  than  sixty  pounds ;  these  live  chiefly  on 
the  high  grounds ;  the  hair  is  of  a  reddish  cast,  and  the  head 
shorter  than  the  large  sort,  some  of  which  have  been  killed  that 
weighed  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  both  are  of  the  opossum 
kind,  and  the  young  ones,  several  of  which  have  been  taken, 
grow  veiy  tame  in  a  few  days,  but  none  have  ever  lived  more 
than  two  or  three  weeks. 

I  have  now  given  up  all  hopes  of  recovering  the  two  bulls  and 
four  cows  that  were  lost,  and  one  sheep  only  remains  of  upwards 
of  seventy  which  I  had  purchased  at  the  Cape  on  my  own 
account  and  on  Government's  account.  It  is  the  rank  grass 
under  the  trees  which  has  destroyed  them,  for  those  who  have 
only  had  one  or  two  sheep  which  have  fed  about  their  tents  ha^e 
preserved  them. 

Hogs  and  poultry  thrive  and  increase  fast.  Black  cattle  \\ill 
thrive  full  as  well,  and  as  we  shall  be  able  in  future  to  guard 
against  their  straying,  your  Lordship  will  please  to  determine 
whether  it  Avould  not  be  necessary  to  order  any  ship  that  was 
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0(imiiig  to  the  settlement  with  provisions  to  purchase  at  the  Cape       ^788 
us  many  cows  as  could  be  conveniently  received  on  })oard,  with  a      28  Sept. 
couple  of  young  bulls.      But  the  ship  for  that  purpose  should  be  cattiefrom 
able  to  stow  them  between  decks;  and  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  Cape, 
a  forty  or  tifty  gun  ship  that  brought  out  provisions  and  stores, 
leaving  her  guns  out,  would  answer  the  purpose  better  than  any 
transpi )rt,  and  at  once  stock  this  settlement.      Savu  is  at  too  great  a 
distance  for  the  Sirius  to  be  employed  on  that  service  to  any  extent. 
Your  Lordship  will,  I  hope,  excuse  so  long  a  detail  of  matters 
trifling  in  themselves,  and  which  I  should  not  have  dwelt  on  but 
that  I  wished  the  situation  of  the  colony  to  be  known  as  fully 
as  possible.  I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

Return  of  men,  women,  and  children  belonging  to  the  settlement  Mortaiiiy 
that  have  died  since  the  13th  of  May,  1787.*  ^''"• 

Died  on  the  passage. 

Marines              ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Do.      wives    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Do.      children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convicts — Men   ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Do.          women  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Do.          children  . .  ...  ...  . .  ...  5 

Total  number  dead  on  the  passage  ...  48 
Died  since  Lvnding. 

Marines               ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  3 

Do.      wives    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  0 

Do.       children                        ...          ...          ...  ...  2 

Convicts — Men  (including  3  killed  by  the  natives)  26 

Do.          women         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  12 

Do.          children       ...          ...          ...  9 

Total  number  dead  since  landing  ...         52 

Total  number  dead  since  leaving  England         100 
Eleven  men  and  one  woman  missing.     Four  executed. 

David  Collixs,  Secretary. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 

Si)-,  September  28th,  1788. 

Lieutenant  Shortland,  who  sailed  fr-om  hence  the    13th  of 

•luly,  in  the  Alexander,  with  the  Friendship,   Prince  of  Wales, 

and  Borrowdale,  ti-ansports,  was  charged  with  my  dispatches  foi- 

the  Right  Honouraljle  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

Tho.se  shij>s  went  to  the  northward,  intending  to  follow  Captain  Carteret's 
Carteret's  track  between  New  Britain  and  New  Ireland.  "'^*^''" 

You  will  please  to  inform  their  Lordships  that  as  soon  after 
the  .sailing  of  those  ships  as  the  weather  permitted  the  two 
remaining  store-ships  were   cleared   of   the  provisions;  and  the 

0  '  Apparently  up  to  September  28th,  1788. 
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Golden  Grove  was  immediately  hove  down  and  ordered  to  prepare 
for  sea,  the  Fishburn  being  obliged  to  remain  with  the  spirits  on 
board  untill  a  place  of  security  was  prepared.  Lieutenant  Ball 
sailed  the  20th  of  July  with  provisions  for  Norfolk  Island,  and 
returned  the  26th  of  August,  having  met  with  very  strong  gales 
in  his  passage,  and  very  indifferent  weather  while  he  was  off  the 
island.  From  Lieutenant  Philip  Gidley  King,  the  Commandant 
I  received  the  following  particulars.* 

The  having  a  settlement  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  extent  of 
this  harl^our,  as  well  as  the  great  necessity  there  will  be  of  pro- 
curing that  kind  of  wood  which  is  proper  for  building,  and  which 
is  not  to  be  got  even  at  present  but  with  the  labour  of  a  great 
number  of  convicts,  will  render  two  vessels  of  thirty  or  forty  tons 
of  infinite  service  to  this  settlement.  I  presume  they  might  be 
sent  out  in  frame,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  a  few  ship- 
wrights to  put  them  together,  and  who,  as  well  as  a  mast-maker, 
and  one  that  understands  the  manner  of  tapping  the  pine-trees, 
will  be  of  great  service. 

I  inclose  the  state  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius, 
and  Supply,  armed  tender,  the  returns  of  the  detachment  of 
marines,  and  the  returns  made  by  the  surgeon  of  the  hospital. 

The  Sirius  is  now  I'eady  to  sail  for  the  Cape,  and  the  Golden 
Grove  for  Norfolk  Island. 

The  sketch  of  Howe  Island  made  by  Lieutenant  Ball  is 
inclosed.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Major  Ross  to  Skcretary  Stephens. 

Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  New  S.  Wales, 

Sir,  1st  October,  1788. 

Governor  Phillip  having  determin'd  to  order  the  Sirius 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  this  letter  will  be  convey'd  so  far  by 
Captain  Hunter,  who  is  to  sail  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

By  the  transports  which  sail'd  for  England  in  July  I  did 
myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  their  Lordships' 
information,  two  sets  of  letters — one  set  by  Lieut  Shortland, 
agent  for  transports,  and  the  other  by  Lieut.  Maxwell,  of  the 
marines,  who,  with  Second  Lieut.  Collins,  had  been  ordered  home 
for  the  recovery  of  health. 

With  my  letters  I  transmitted  effective  lists,  made  up  to  the 
first  of  July,  a  general  return  of  the  detachment,  a  list  of  such 
necessaries  as  I  judged  we  should  be  in  absolute  want  of  for  the 
use  of  the  detachment  at  large,  as  well  as  such  articles  as  the 
surgeon  repoi'ted  to  me  to  be  indispensibly  wanted  for  our  sick 
in  quarters,  as  well  as  hospital.     I  likewise  took  the  liberty  of 

*  The  information  given  in  the  despatch   to   Lord  Sydney,  September  28th,   1788,   is 
repeated.     Ante,  pp   1S6-187 
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expressing  to  their  Lordships  a  wish  that  they  would  please  to       1783 
authorize  the  person  who  furnishes  the  corps  with  slops  to  send      i  Oct. 
some  articles  of  clothino;  for  the  wives  and  children  of  the  soldiers,  ciothin^  for 
which,  when  issued,    can   be   charg'd  against  the   husbands'  or  women  and 
fathers'  pay.      I  also  mentioned  my  having  taken  the  lil)erty  of 
gratifying  the  earnest  request  of  the  detacliment  in  purchasing 
some  tobacco  from  the  master  of  one  of  the  transports  for  their  Tobacco, 
use,  and  my  having  drawn  bills  upon  their  Lordships  for  its  value. 
This  tobacco  is  in  charge  of  the  quarter-master,  and  is  charg'd 
against  the  men's  pay  as  it  is  issued  out  by  hLin. 

By  the  same  conveyance  I  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
laying  before  their  Lordships  a  copy  of  a  court-martial  held  here  Coun- 
the  18th  April  [March]*  with  copys  of  several  papers  relative  to  '"^'^^^l- 
the  said  court-martial,  with  an  observation  of  its  then  appearing  to 
me,  as  it  still  does,  that  the  proceedings  of  that  court-martial  tended 
to  endeavour  to  wrest  an  essential  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
commanding  officer,  and  if  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  might  tend 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  service,  by  leading  astray  the  minds 
and  judgments  of  inexperienced  officers  who  might  otherwise  be 
well  dispos'd. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  now  inform  their  Lordships  of  Neglect  of 
my  finding  my  fears  in  some  measure  verified,  in  a  shameful  inat-  '^'*'^®''^- 
tention  of  all  the  capta'ns  (Captn.  Campbell  excepted)  to  the 
errecting  the  barracks  for  their  companies ;  in  place  of  which 
their  attention  seems  to  have  been  chiefly  employ'd  in  the  errecting 
houses  and  outhouses  for  themselves,  their  servants,  and  stock, 
otherwise  I  am  convinced  the  whole  of  our  men  w^ould  long  ere 
now  have  been  comfortable  in  their  barracks.  As  a  proof  of  this 
inattention,  I  have  only  to  observe  that  tho'  the  barracks  for 
Captain  Campbell's  company  is  equally  large  with  the  others,  and  Captain 
has  been  entirely  constructed  by  such  men  only  as  he  could  find  exceptoi.^" 
in  his  own  company,  I  am  convinced  that  had  I  not  found  myself 
oljlig'd  to  deprive  him,  and  him  only,  of  the  use  of  the  whole  of 
his  working  men  for  some  time,  for  the  purpose  of  expediting  a 
store-house  for  the  reception  of  the  clothing  and  stores  of  the 
detachment  from  the  Sirius,  prior  to  her  going  to  sea,  all  his 
company  would  have  been  comfortably  settled  in  their  barracks 
long  ere  now.  And  yet,  even  as  it  is,  they  will  be  in  in  the 
course  of  the  next  week.  I  wish  I  could  say  when  the  others 
will  be  finish'd,  tho'  I  am  not  out  of  hope  but  that  the  plan  now 
pursued  two  or  three  months  more  will  nearly,  if  not  entirely, 
get  them  out  of  hand. 

The  backwardness  of  the  other  barracks  induced  me  to  ask  Capt.  Shea 
Captain  Shea  some  questions  respecting  his,   when,  in  place  of  ^round."^ 
such  answer  as  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  expect  from  him,  he 
told  me  he  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  any  part  of  his  duty  to 
superintend  the  errecting  a  barrack  ff^r  his  company.     I  then 

•  See  despatch  and  enclosure  >.    Ante,  pp.  156-164. 
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Further 
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told  him  that  as  he  had  at  first  undertaken  it,  I  judged  ho  sh(juld 
go  on  with  it,  but  if  he  thought  it  was  not  any  part  of  his  duty 
he  should  manfully  say  he  would  or  he  would  not  do  it,  to  which 
he  replied,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Campbell,  that  he  would 
not.  On  receiving  this  answer,  I  found  myself  oblig'd  to  infornt 
the  Governor  of  it,  who  seem'd  astonish'd  at  the  idea  that  any 
officer  should  not  suppose  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  attend  to  the 
errecting  barracks  for  their  own  men.  I  then  observ'd  to  H. 
Excellency  that  Captain  Shea's  answer  might  have  proceeded 


from  passion,   and  the  vexation  of 


seeing 


the  barrack  for  his 


company  so  much  neglected,  and  that  I  hoped  and  believed  he 
would  before  morning  see  his  error,  to  which  the  Governor  was 
pleas'd  to  I'eply  he  hoped  it  Avould  be  so,  and  that  he  would 
himself  be  over  in  the  morning  and  talk  to  him,  which  he  did, 
when,  to  his  ab  well  as  to  iny  very  great  surprize,  Captain  Shea 
told  him  twice,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Collins,  Lieut.  G. 
Johnston,  and  Adjutant  Long,  that  he  did  not  conceive  it  to  be 
any  part  of  his  duty,  but  that  he  would  do  whatever  he  was 
order'd.  Leaving  Captain  Shea's  answer  to  be  determ'd  by  his 
Excellency,  in  whatever  way  he  might  think  proper,  I  requested 
that  he  Avould  (if  he  thought  it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  officers) 
please  to  give  out  such  an  oi'der  as  would  enable  me  to  oblige  the 
officer  to  attend  to  the  errecting  the  barracks.  In  consequence, 
his  Excellency  was  pleas'd  to  give  out  the  following  genei-al  order : — 

"  General  Oi'der. 

Head-quarters,  August  29th,  1788. 
Parole,  Garth  ;  C.  Sign,  Wiltshire. 

The  major-commandant  of  the  detachment  having  represented 
that  he  cannot  make  the  necessary  inquiry  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  barracks  erecting  for  the  detachment  is  carrying  on, 
from  some  of  the  officers  not  conceiving  it  to  be  any  part  of  theii- 
duty  to  direct  the  forwai-ding  of  that  work, — and  requesting  that 
such  orders  may  be  given  as  may  enable  him  to  oblige  them  to 
attend  that  service, — the  Governor  is  very  sorry  to  be  under  the 
necessity  of  giving  an  order  for  any  officer's  attendance  to  which 
is  undoubtedly  a  part  of  his  duty,  and  particularly  so  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  colony.  The  officers  by  every  means  in 
their  power  are  to  forward  the  erecting  the  barracks  belonging 
to  their  respective  companies,  and  make  such  report  to  their  com- 
mandant as  he  may  from  time  to  time  think  necessary  to  demand." 

And  I  soon  after  gave  out  in  the  publick  orders  for  the  detach- 
ment an  order,  of  which  the  following  is  a  coj^y  : — 

'' Battalion  Order. 

31  August,  1788. 
In  consequence  of  the  general  orders  of  the  29th  inst.,  it  is 
the  commanding  officer's  orders  that  the  captains  do,  or  cause 
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iin  officer  of    their  company  to,  superintend    the  artificers  and  1783 

othei-s  employ'd  in  errecting  the  public  Ijarracks  for  their  respec-  ^j^.^ 

tive  companies,  by  preventing  such  artificers,  &c.,  from  absenting  — — 

themselves    during    the    woi'king-hours.        Mr.    Brewer,    who    is  barracks. 

appointed  to  direct  the  cari)enters  and  surveyors  in  the  works  to 

be  performed  by  them,  will  give  the  captains  and  officers  such 

information  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  forwarding  that  work." 

Xotwithstandinij  the  above  orders,  finding  the  same  degree  of  Special 

.,,       '^       .,    T        •  1      1  1     /•  I-  j^i       /-(  insti-uctions. 

inattention  still  prevail,  1,  with  the  approbation  or  the  Governor, 

and    the  advice  of   Mr.   Brewer,  the  architect   granted  by  the 

(lovernor  for  directing  the  artificers  and  sawyers  employ'd  on  and 

for  the   barracks,  ordered  that   the  whole  of  the  artificers  and 

sawyers  employ'd  on  the  three  left-hand  barracks  should  be  set  to 

work  on  only  one  at  a  time,  and  to  begin  with  Captain  Shea's. 

On  the  11th  September,  to  my  great  surprize  and  vexation,  Conflictins 
Mr.  Brewer  came  to  me  with  a  complaint,  saying  that  two  marine  orders. 
sawyers  employ'd,  and  paid  by  the  publick,  would  not  suffer  him 
to  bring  away  the  rafters  which  I  had  order'd  him  to  get  from 
their  pit,  they  saying  they  had  Captain  Tench's  positive  orders 
not  to  suffer  anything  to  be  taken  from  that  pit  without  his 
orders  and  permission. 

On  my  sending  the  adjutant  to  Captain  Tench  to  know  the 
reason  of  it,  he  denied  his  having  given  any  such  order.s.      This 
iinswer,  for  the  sake  of  discij^line,  made  me  judge  it  necessary  to 
liave  the  sawyers  tried  Iw  a  court-martial  for  disobedience   of  Anoilier 
orders,   etc.,  which  court-martial,   as  thinking    it    a  very  extra-  ^°artiai. 
ordinary  one,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  copy  of,*  by  which 
their  Lordships  will  not  only  see  the  absurdity  of  the  President 
iind  members,  l)ut  likewise  see  that  Cajijtain  Tench  makes  a  con-  captain 
.spicuous  figure  in  the  proceedings,  for,  by  his  own  evidence,  he  ac-  ^o,"^'jJ(^^_ 
knowledges  giving  the  order  the  men  mention  prior  to  my  order 
of  olst  August,  and  his  having  neglected  to  recall  that  order  on 
my  giving  the  other,  or  (as  is  the  invariable  rule  and  custom  of 
the  service,  and  for  the  observance  of  which  every  officer  com- 
manding a  company  is  answerable)  taking  care  that  all  orders 
issued  by  a  commanding  officer  shall  be  made  known  to  the  whole 
of  his  company,  and  more  especially  explaining  to  those  whom 
such  order  may  immediately  concern.     As  he  has  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  make  any  excuse  or  apology  for  this  neglect,  I  can- 
not but  be  of  opinion  that  it  clearly  proves  a  determin'd  resolution  obstruction. 
in  him  to  retaid  and  perplex,  as  far  as  in  his  power,  the  carrying 
on  the  service  in  the  manner  good  officers  would  wish  for. 

Should  this  conduct  apjjcai-  to  their  Lordships    in  the  same 
light  that  it  does   to  me,   I  hope  they  will   not  wonder  at   my 
entreating   (notAvithstanding  his  own  wish   of   remaining  three 
years  longer  in  this  country)  that  their  Lordships  will  please  to  J^^^^^'^ 
order  him  to  be  recall'd.     ^ly  reason  for  pressing  this  is,  there  requested. 

*  Post,  pp.  199-201. 
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not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  try  Captain  Tench, 
and  the  members  of  the  court-martial  of  the  18th  April  last,  else 
that  trial  would  have  taken  place  long  before  now,  and,  as  I  have 
some  doubt  whether  he  can  be  tried  for  any  other  crime  until 
his  first  offence  has  been  ti'ied,  I  have  not,  therefore,  reported 
him  to  the  Governor,  or  I  most  assuredly  would  have  had  him^ 
tried  on  a  charge  of  disobedience  of  oixlers,  neglect  of  duty,  and 
contempt  to  his  commanding  officer.  And  that  he  has  been  guilty 
of  those  crimes  the  enclos'd  copy  of  the  court-martial  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  sufficiently  prove  to  their  Lordships  to  be  the  case. 

I  have  a  general  order  for  a  detachme't,  consisting  of  one 
captain,  two  subalterns,  two  Serjeants,  two  corporals,  one  drummer, 
and  twenty  privates,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  set  out  for 
the  head  of  the  harbour  the  beginning  of  next  month.  This 
detachment  is  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Campbell,  and  is 
intended  for  the  protection  of  some  convicts,  which  the  Governor 
is  going  to  send  with  him,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  and  culti- 
vating some  ground  for  corn.  As  this  place  seems  the  most 
promising  spot  yet  seen  in  our  neighbourhood,  so  does  it  appear 
to  me  to  be  the  only  hope  of  raising  grain. 

Captain  Campbell's  zeal  and  attention  to  the  service  in  general, 
and  to  the  settlement  in  particular,  will,  I  am  well  convinced,  in 
this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  induce  him  to  exert  himself,  in 
doing  himself,  and  causing  to  be  done  by  others,  not  only  every- 
thing he  may  be  commanded  or  instructed  to  do,  but  likewise 
everything  that  can  possibly  be  expected  or  wished  for. 

From  my  having  in  company  with  the  Governor  viewed  the  part 
of  the  country  they  are  going  to,  and  my  knowledge  of  Captain. 
Campbell's  attention  and  perseverance  in  forwarding  everything 
that  tends  to  the  good  of  the  public,  flatters  me  with  the  hope  that, 
under  his  fostering  hand,  the  scheme  may  succeed.*  But  should 
the  ground,  unfortunately,  not  answer  the  intended  purpose,  I 
shall  give  up  every  hope  of  finding  any  place  near  as  fit  to 
form  a  settlement  upon,  much  less  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
colony. 

When  it  was  supposed  the  Sirius  was  to  go  to  the  islands, 
and  that  the  transports  would  sail  for  Europe,  I  judg'd  it  necessary 
to  ask  the  officers  and  men  of  the  detachment  which  of  them 
would  wish  to  continue  in  this  country,  either  as  soldiers  or  settlers, 
and  which  of  them  would  wish  to  return  to  England,  at,  or  as 
near  as  conveniently  could  be,  the  time  mention'd  in  their  Lord- 
ships' letter  of  the  8th  October,  1786.t  As  that  return  was 
intended  to  be  sent  by  the  transports,  which  not  being  now  to 
sail  as  soon  as  was  expected,  I,  therefore,  do  myself  the  honor 
of  enclosing  it  by  the  present  conveyance  for  their  Lordships' 

*  The  settlement  (Rose  Hill)  was  a  success.     Post,  p.  306. 
t  Ante,  p.  -23. 
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information.*  But  should  any  change  of  sentiments  take  place  in  1788 
the  minds  of  either  officers  or  men  before  sailing  of  the  transports  i  Ott. 
their  Jjordships  shall  then  be  made  acquainted  with  it. 

With  regard  to  myself,  I  have  only  to  observe  that  this  country  Ross  nr  t 
is  by  no  means  a  place  that  I  wish  to  continue  in,  nor  do  I  think  remain! 
that  any  constitution  can  stand  long  against  the  scorbutick 
attacks  natural  to  a  salt  diet,  and  I  see  not  the  most  distant 
prospect  of  our  being  able  to  get  any  other.  Yet,  nevertheless, 
should  their  Lordships  thiixk  it  necessary  to  continue  me  in  the 
command  for  a  year  or  two  longer  than  their  first  intention,  I 
shall  be  happy  in  obeying  their  commands. 

The  marines'  stores  having  been  just  landed,  and  being  now 
under  survey,  does  not  give  me  an  opportunity  of  letting  their 
Lordships  know  the  state  in  which  they  are  found ;  but  by  the 
transports,  which  I  understand  are  to  sail  in  six  weeks,  I  shall 
find  a  return  of  the  whole  issued,  damag'd,  and  remaining.  I 
beg  to  observe  that  there  is  now  no  clothing  in  the  store,  the  last  no  clothing. 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  taylors,  and  when  finish'd  will  be  given  '"^  ^*°'^^- 
to  the  men,  having  been  due  to  them  for  some  time.  Inclos'd 
you  will  receive  a  return  from  the  quarter-master  of  such  articles 
as  had  been  furnish'd  by  Mr.  Preater,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
survey'd.  Many  of  the  small  articles  would  have  been  issued 
long  ago,  could  we  have  got  them  on  shore  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  likewise  receive  with  this  the  effectire  lists  for  the 
two  last  quarters.  I  have,  &c., 

R.  Ross,  Major. 
[Enclosure.] 

Proceedings  of  a  Battalion  Court-martial,  held  by  order  of  Major 

Roliert  Ross,  Port  Jackson,  September  11th,  1788.  "  Sept. 

Capt.  Shea,  President. 

Members  : — First.    Lt.    Shairp,    First    Lt.    Timins,   First    Lt. 
Davey,  Second  Lt.  Clarke. 

William  Strong,  private,  24th  Company,  and  Richard  Knight, 
private,   35th  Company,  brought  to  tryal  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding f)fficer  for  disobedience  of    orders,   in    preventing    the  Charge  of 
perscm  authorized  from  bringing  in  materials  to  errect  the  bar-  ent^e.*^ 
racks  f(jr  Captn.  Shea's  coy. 

Mr.  Brewer  prosecutes,  and  infoi^ms  the  court  that  the  rafters  T'le  case 
that  were  sawed  by  the  prisoners  being  wanted,  he  had  applied  to 
the  commanding  officer  to  have  them  brought  in,  when  he  gave 
orders  for  that  purpose,  desiring  him  to  go  himself  and  see  it 
done.  He  (Mr.  Brewer)  took  four  people  with  him,  and  went  to 
the  sawpits,  and  repeated  to  the  prisoners  Major  Ross's  ordeis  to 
take  them  away,  ordering  the  people  to  take  up  the  rafters,  upon 
which  William  Strfing,  p'te,  express'd  very  civilly  his  appre- 
hensions of  Captn.  Tench's  displeasure  should  he  permit  them  to 

*  Pest,  p.  201. 
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go  without  his  orders,  and  requested  that  a  written  order  might 
be  procured  of  Captn.  Tench  to  let  them  go.  As  there  were 
other  rafters  at  the  next  pit,  they  wished  he  would  take  them 
until  sucli  order  was  obtained  ;  that  he  took  the  other  rafters,  and 
did  not  strenuously  persist  in  taking  those  he  was  ordered  to  do  ; 
that  on  his  return  to  camp  he  acquainted  the  command'g  officer. 

Question  from  the  court  to  Mr.  Brewer. — Did  the  prisoners  at 
any  time  prevent  your  taking  away  the  rafters  ?  No,  they  did 
not,  but  only  requested  me  not  to  take  them,  for  the  reasons  befoie 


given. 


The  prisoners  being  put  on  their  defence,  call  upon  Captain 
Tench  to  inform  the  court  what  orders  he  had  given  them,  and 
deny  preventing  Mr.  Brewer  bringing  in  the  rafters.  Captain 
Tench  informs  the  court  that  the  sawpit  the  prisoners  worked  at 
was  dug  by  the  company,  and  all  the  timber  sawed  by  it  brought 
in  by  them,  and  since  the  publick  orders  for  the  sawpit  being 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Brewer  he  never  sent  any  orders  to 
the  sawyers  to  obey  Mr.  Brewer  or  not — that  the  piece  that  was 
then  sawing  was  put  on  the  pit  by  his  (Capt.  Tench's)  orders  some 
time  since,  and,  when  sawed  up,  suppos'd  it  would  be  converted 
to  the  use  of  the  battalion.  That  the  prisoners  are  men  of  very  good 
character,  and  have  always  done  their  work  to  his  satisfaction. 

Question  from  the  court  to  the  prisoners. — Did  you  ever  receive 
any  orders  to  obey  Mr.  Brewer  1     Answ'r. — No. 

The  court  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoners  are  not  guilty  of  the 
crime  laid  to  their  charge,  not  having  received  any  directions  to 
obey  Mr.  Brewer's  orders,  and  do  therefore  acquit  them. 

Jno.  Shea,  Capt'n  and  President. 


Eevision  of 
proceedings. 


Further 
investiga- 
tion. 


The  court  having  met  agreeable  to  the  commanding  officer's 
orders,  to  revise  the  proceedings  of  the  aliove  court-martial,  find 
it  necessary  to  call  upon  Capt'n  Tench.  The  court  being  open, 
and  the  pi'isoners  brought  before  it, — 

Question  from  the  court  to  Capt'n  Tench. — Have  the  prisoners 
been  acquainted  with  the  battalion  orders  of  the  31st  of  August, 
1788,  respecting  the  carpenters  and  sawyers  being  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Brewer.  Anstv'r. — I  have  already  answ'd  the 
question,  by  saying  that  I  never  gave  orders  that  Mr.  Brewer 
should  or  should  not  have  the  stuff'  saw'd  up  at  the  pit.  Many 
months  ago  I  directed  the  sawyers,  on  digging  the  pit,  never  to 
suffer  any  stuff  saw'd  up  by  it  to  be  taken  away  without  my 
knowledge  or  approbation — that  I  have  desired  the  serjeant  and 
corp'ls  of  my  comp'y  at  hrst  landing  to  read  all  orders  to  them, 
and  have  frequently  since  repeated  them. 

Question  from  the  court  to  Serft  Smith,  of  Capt'n  Tench's  Co. — 
Was  you  orderly  on  the  31st  Aug't  last  1  Answ'r. — I  was.  Qiies- 
tion. — Did  you  read  the  orders    of   that    day  to  the  prisoners 
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respecting  the  Scawyers  and  carpenters  being  under  the  direction       1788 
of  Mr.  Brewer/     Ayis'r. — 1  don't  recollect  I  did;  they  were  read     ii  Sept. 
to  the  conip'y,  and  I  never  received  any  order  to  carry  them  to 
the  men  at  the  sawpit. 

The  court  not  being  clear  of  the  legality  of  calling  in  fresh  Fresh  evi- 
evidence,  made  application  to  the  Judge- Advocate  for  his  opinion  jecteu. 
thereon,  in  ansWr  to  which  he  infonns  them  that  the  adducing 
of  fresh  testimony,  either  for  or  against  the  pi-isoners,  would  be  a 
new  tryal. 

The  court,   therefore,  takes  no  notice  of  the  questions  ask'd  Decision 
Serjeant  Smith,  and  that  having,  with  the  most  mature  and  strict 
deliberations,  I'econsidered  the  whole  of  the  pi'oceedings,  find  no 
cause  to  alter  their  original  opinion. 

Jno.  Shea, 
Capt'n  and  President. 
[Enclosure.] 

List  of  such  Officers,  Non-commission'd  Olficers,  Drummers,  and 
Privates  as  are  desirous  of  remaining  in  the  country  after  the 
time  their  Lordships  [Lords  of  tlie  Admiralty]  intended  to 
relieve  the  detachm't,  as  express'd  in  their  letter  of  the  8th 
October,  1786.     New  South  Wales,  1st  October,  1788  :— 


1  Oct. 


Names  and  Qlty. 


Desiroiis  of  reinainin;;  in  this  Country. 


Watlsin  Tench,  Capt. -Lieut. 
George  Johnston,  F.  Lieut. 

.lohn  .Johnstone,  do. 

James  Maitland  Shairp,  do. 


William  Dawes,  2nd  Lieut. 
53  I  William  Baker,  Serjeant 
I  George  Hemming,  Pte. 


2C  ■  Isaac  Farr, 


do. 


X     James  Manning       do. 


As  a  soldier  for  one  tour  of  3  yrs.  more. 

(  Having  been  so  short  a  time  in  this  country,  can- 
not determine  whether  he  would  wish  to  remain 
(     or  not ;  as  to  settling,  can  say  nothing. 

(Do.,  do.  ;  as  to  settling,  can  say  nothing  until  he 
I     knows  on  what  terms. 

(  Ueing  so  short  a  time  in  the  countrj',  he  cannot  yet 
)  judge  whether  he  would  wish  to  remain  or  not  ; 
1  a-s  to  the  settling,  until  he  knows  the  terms  and 
\     nature  of  the  grant,  can't  determine. 

As  a  soldier  for  one  tour  of  3  yrs.  more. 

As  a  soldier. 

As  a  soldier  for  3  yrs.  more. 

As  a  settler. 

As  a  soldier. 


Officers  and 
marines  who 
wish  to 
remain  in 
the  colony. 


All  the  Officers,  Non-commissiond  Officers,  Drummers,  and 
Private  men  of  the  detachm't  whose  names  are  not  express'd  in  tlie 
above  list  wLsh  to  return  to  England  at  the  time  propos'd  l)y  their 
Lord.ships' letter  of  the  8th  October,  1786,  or  as  soon  after  as  their 
Lordships  may  find  it  convenient. 

R.   Ross,  Major. 
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14  Oct. 


Sir, 


Judge-Advocate  Collixs  to  Major  Ross. 

Head-quarters,  Sydney  Cove,  14th  October,  1788. 
I  have  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  one  of 
the  enclosed  papers*  to  the  Right  Honuurable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  lay  the  other  before  his  Excellency 
the  Governor.  I  have,  &c., 

David  Collixs, 
Judge-Advocate. 


17  Oct. 


Court- 
martial  on 
Q.-M. 
Furzer. 


Major  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  17th  October,  1788. 

Having  on  the  1st  inst.  occasion  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
with  a  letter  i-equesting  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  order  a  general 
court-martial  to  be  assembled  for  the  trial  of  Quarter-master 
James  Furzer,  for  neglect  of  duty,  contempt,  and  disrespect  to  his 
commanding  oilicer,  which  letter,  prior  to  its  being  left  at  your 
Excellency's  house,  I  sent  by  the  adjutant  to  Mr.  Furzer,  telling 
the  adjutant  at  the  same  time  that  my  motive  for  doing  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  friendship  I  had  for  Mr.  Furzer,  and  that  by 
his  seeing  the  letter  he  would  have  a  choice  in  his  power  of  having 
the  buisiness  inquir'd  into  by  a  general  court-mai'tial,  or  if  he 
judg'd  any  other  method  better  or  safer  for  himself  he  would  then 
Explanation,  know  what  to  do  ;  but  as  Mr.  Furzer  declares  that  had  my  motive 
for  sending  him  that  letter  been  sufficiently  explained  at  the  time 
he  would  then  have  done  what  he  this  morning  did,  and  which  he 
hopes  would  have  had  the  wish'd  for  effect  in  preventing  the 
unfortunate  steps  that  have  since  taken  place. 

1  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  your  Excellency  that  Mr.  Furzer 
has  now  taken  such  steps  as  ai'e  becoming  him,  both  as  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  and  fully  satisfies  me  that  the  like  will  not 
happen  again,  and  as  my  disposition  has  ever  been  a  wish  rather 
to  convince  than  punish,  I  therefore  hope  that  from  the  same 
motive  your  Excellency  will  be  pleas'd  to  grant  my  request  that 
Proceedings  my  letter  to  your  Excellency,  together  with  your  warrant,  may  be 
withdrawn  in  so  effectual  a  manner  as  never  to  appear  to  the 
prejudice  of  either  party.  I  have,  &c., 

R.  Ross,  Major. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.! 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
My  Lord,  27th  October,  1788. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  be  under  the  very  disagreeable  necessity 
of  troubling  your  Lordship  with  the  following  particulars,  but  the 
very  unpleasant  situation  of  the  detachment  doing  duty  in  this 

*  CoUins's  opinion  on  officers'  objections  to  sit  on  court-martial.     Post,  p.  210. 
t  A  similar  despatch  was  sent  to  the  Admiralty. 


withdrawn. 


27  Oct. 

Trouble 
with  the 
military. 
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(;ountry,  from  the  discontents  between  the  Commandant  and  the       1788 

otiicers,  will,  I  presume,  satisfy  your  Lordship  of  that  necessity,      27  Oct 

as   I   am  sorry  to  say   it  is  not  in  my   power  to  restore  that 

liarmony  which  is  so  very  requisite  in  our  situation. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  Major  Ross  requesting  a  general  ^^un-'^*' 

court-martial  on  an  officer*  for  neglect  of  duty,  contempt,  and  aiaatiaJ. 

disrespect  to  him,  I  issued  a  warrant  for  assembling  a  general 

court-martial  ;  but  the  thirteen  senior  officers,  when  assembled, 

declared  that  they  could  not  sit  as  members  of  a  general  court-  Officers 

.  •  1  •        rciusG  to  Sit 

martial  under  that  warrant,  being,  as  a  part  of  his  Majesty  s  marine 

forces,  amenable  only  to  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain.  The 
warrant  was  issued  under  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  Com- 
mission for  assembKng  general  courts-martial,  but  they  declined 
sitting  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  made  for  the  Army. 

Having  assigned  their   reasons  in  writing  to  Major   Ross  (to  Their 
whom  the  warrant  was  directed),  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
your  Lordship  a  copy.f 

Though  the  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  detach-  • 
ment  was  very  sufficient  grounds  for  ordering  the  court-martial, 
if  the  officer  could  have  been  tried  on  the  spot,  as  it  was  now 
determined  that  there  was  no  legal  authority  in  this  country  for 
ordering  a  general  court-martial  on  any  part  of  the  marine  corps, 
and  the  officer  accused  declared  himself  innocent  of  every  part 
of  the  charge,  I  ordered  a  court  of  enquiry  to  be  assembled  to  Court  of 
enquire  into  the  particulars  of  the  charge,  and  to  report  whether  o"jeJ.^ti_ 
there  was,  or  was  not,  sufficient  ground  for  a  general  court- 
martial,  intending,  if  the  court  of  enquiry  reported  that  they  found 
sufficient  ground,  to  order  a  court  of  enquiry  to  examine  fully 
into  the  charge  and  to  report  their  opinion,  which  was  the  only 
means  I  had  left  of  doing  justice  to  both  parties,  as  no  court- 
martial  could  be  held  ;  for  though  I  knew  that  courts  of  enquiry 
always  preceded  courts-martial,  yet  in  the  present  mstance  I  was 
fully  satisfied  that  the  warrant  I  had  issued  for  holding  the 
court-martial  was  totally  done  away  [with]  by  the  officers  having 
denied  the  legality  of  it,  as  far  as  it  respected  themselves,  and  con- 
sequently a  coui't  of  enquiry  perfectly  regular ;  and  I  had  reason 
to  suppo.se  that  both  parties  would  have  consented  to  such  a 
determination,  no  other  being  possible,  under  our  present  circum- 
stances. The  court  of  entjuiry  met,  and  I  received  the  following 
answers,  signed  by  the  President : — That  had  the  business  been  Result 
referred  to  them  before  the  application  for  a  court-martial  they 
might  then  have  proceederl  with  the  consent  of  both  parties,  V)ut 
that  at  present  they  thought  themselves  precluded  from  making 
any  enquiry,  and  only  reported  that  an  application  from  a  com- 
manding officer  was  always  deemed  a  sufficient  ground  for  a 
general    coui-t-martial   (which  was  never   doubted).      They  had 

*  Quarter-master  Furzcr.     Ante,  p   202.  t  Post,  pp.  205,  206. 
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1788 

27  Oct. 


Officers 

under 

arrest. 


The  original 

charge 

withdrawn. 


Taken  by 
surprise 


13  Oct. 

Officers 
cannot 
legally  sit. 


refused  to  sit  as  membei's  of  the  court-mai"tial,  not  deeming  tlie 
waiTant  legal,  with  respect  to  themselves,  as  being  marine  officers, 
and  they  now  refused  to  make  any  enquiry  because  that  warrant 
had  been  issued. 

To  order  an  officer  to  return  to  his  duty  under  the  same  com- 
manding officer  A\'hom  he  was  accused  of  treating  with  contempt 
or  disrespect,  or  to  let  him  remain  vmder  arrest  until  he  could 
be  tried  in  this  country,  might  be  attended  with  very  disagreeable 
circumstances,  for  of  seventeen  officers  composing  the  detachment 
five  have  been  put  under  arrest  by  their  commandant,  and  are 
only  returned  to  duty  by  my  order  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers  to  form  a  general  court-martial  can  be  assembled,  as  I 
ha^■e  in  a  former  letter  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship. 

I  therefore  ordered  the  evidence  on  both  sides  to  be  taken  l)y 
the  Judge- Advocate,  and  intended  to  send  them  home  with  the 
officer,  but  before  that  could  be  done  I  received  a  letter  from 
Major  Ross,  informing  me  that  the  officer  had  fully  satisfied  him 
respecting  the  charge,  and  desiring  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  withdraw  his  request  for  a  court-martial.  I  therefore  ordered 
the  officer  to  return  to  his  duty. 

When  the  warrant  was  granted  for  assembling  a  general  court- 
martial,  I  did  not  know  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  had  been 
passed  for  a  limited  time,  by  which  the  marines  serving  in  America 
had  been  tried  ;  nor  did  anv  officer  in  the  detachment  entertain 
a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  their  sitting  under  a  warrant  issued 
Ijy  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  commission,  until  the  evening 
before  the  court  was  to  assemble,  when  the  doubt  arose,  on  the 
Judge- Advocate's  reading  over  the  oath. 

The  present  situation  of  the  detachment  will  be  obvious  to 
your  Lordship.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

[Enclosure.] 

Captaix  Campbell  to  Major  Ross. 

Sydney  Cove,  Poi-t  Jackson, 
Sir,  13th  October,  1788. 

The  officers  assembled  by  your  order  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  general  court-martial  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that 
not  conceiving  they  can  legally  sit  as  members  of  a  court-martial 
under  any  other  than  a  warrant  from  the  Admiralty,  enclose  you 
their  reasons  for  that  opinion,  which  they  request  you  will  lay 
before  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  afterwards  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty. 

They  further  request  they  may  be  allowed  to  accompany  you  to 
his  Excellency  with  the  statement  of  their  ojiinion. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jas.  Campbell,  Captn. 
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[Enclosure.]  1788 

Officers'  Objections.  ^'^^^^ 

Tin:  (jtticers  of  marines,  assembled  by  order  of  their  commanding 
officer,, for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  general  court-martial, 
l)eg  leave  to  state  the  following  particulars  : — 

Tin:  Leirislature  every  vear  passes  an  Act  for  the  regulation  of  Act  of 
,.,,.,  •",•''  1-1  1  •  1  -j-i  •      Parliament, 

his  Majesty  s  marnie  forces  while  on  shore  in  any  ])lace  within 

the  realm  of  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  which  Act  empowers  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  three 
or  more  oi  the  Commissioners  for  executing  that  office,  to  grant 
a  commission  to  any  officer  of  the  said  forces,  not  under  the 
degi-ee  of  a  field  officer,  for  holding  general  courts-martial  at  any 
place  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  to  make 
articles  for  the  punishment  of  mutiny  and  desertion.  By  this  Articles  of 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  by  these  Articles  of  War,  the  marine  forces  ^'^'''■• 
have  always  been  regulated  and  governed,  except  during  the  late 
war  in  America,  when  the  marines  serving  in  that  country  were 
included  in  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  same  Legislature, 
pass'd  in  the  year  1775,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  and  render- 
ing more  effectual  in  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  America  an  Act 
for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  for  the  better  payment 
of  the  Army  and  their  quarters. 

At  the  succeeding  sessions  the  usual  Act  for  the  regulation  of  parliament. 
the  marine  forces  while  on  shore  was  passed,  that  is  for  the 
regulation  of  such  part  of  the  coi-ps  as  were  not  in  America,  for 
the  marines  were  included  in  the  Act  for  the  punishment  of 
mutiny  and  deserti(jn  amongst  the  trf)ops  serving  in  that  country; 
and  at  all  general  courts-martial  where  marine  oiiicers  sat  in 
conjunction  with  those  of  the  land  forces,  or  appear'd  before  a 
military  tribunal,  they  were  guided  and  directed  by  the  articles 
of  war  for  the  Ariiiy. 

In  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  (Marine)  Act  of  Parliament  the 
members  swear  not  to  divulge  the  sentence  of  the  court  until  it 
shall  have  been  approved  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  three  or 
more  of  the  Commissioners  for  executing  that  office.      Nor  does  it  ^^'^^^^ 
appear  in  that  Act  of  Parliament  that  they  can  assemble  for  the  martial  can 
trial  of  any  marine  officer  or  .soldier  but  by  warrant  from  the  1^"' fvan-a*!u!' 
Admiralty.     The  Judge- Advocate  is  also  directed  to  transmit  the 
original  proceedings  and  sentence  of  eveiy  court-martial  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Adm'lty,  as  no  sentence  can  be  put  in  execution 
until  a  report  shall  have  been  made  of  the  whole  proceedings  to 
the  Board.      Neither  can  a  commissd  marine  officer  be  dismiss'd 
the  service  except  by  an  order  from  his  Majesty,  or  by  the  sen- 
tence <^f  a  general  court-martial,  approved  by  theii-  Lordships. 

Hence  it  plainly  appears  that  this  Act  of  Parliament  is  meant  ^.j^gj^, 
for  the  internal  rei'ulation  of  the  marine  forces,  and  that  whenever  le-jislation 
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13  Oct. 


dovernor'a 
commission. 


Only  tlie 

Admiralty 

caii^rder 

general 

courts- 

tuartial. 


The 

Governor's 
warrant 
insufficient. 


Obedience 
to  law. 


it  is  intended  they  shall  be  under  any  other  a  particular  Act  of 
the  Legislature  has  been  deemed  necessary. 

The  situation  then  of  that  part  of  the  corps  of  marines  that 
is  serving  in  New  South  Wales,  under  the  Grovernment  of  bis 
Majesty's  G-overnor-in-Chief  and  Captain-General  of  that  territory, 
is  attended  with  the  following  peculiarities  : — 

A  commission  has  issued  from  his  Majesty  empowering  the 
said  Governor-in-Chief  to  assemble  general  courts-martial  for  the 
trial  of  any  officer  or  soldier  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  and 
to  confirm  or  set  aside  their  sentence. 

The  usual  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  regulation  of  the  marine 
forces  while  on  shore,  passed  a  month  or  two  before  the  departure 
of  the  detachment  from  that  corps  ordered  for  New  South  Wales, 
without  any  alterations  or  new  provision  being  made  for  their 
particular  situation.  A  Judge- Advocate  was  appointed  by  the 
Admi'lty,  who  was  instructed  in  their  warrant  to  keep  the  Act  of 
Parliament  constantly  for  his  rule.  No  other  power  than  the 
Admiralty  is  authorized  to  grant  a  warrant  for  their  holding 
general  courts-martial,  and  the  members  are  sworn  to  the  same 
oath  of  secrecy  as  their  brethren  at  home.  The  prisoner  also  is  to 
wait  the  approval  of  the  Admiralty  before  he  can  know  his  fate. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  and  considerations,  the  officers 
directed  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  general  court- 
martial  are  humbly  of  opinion  that,  being  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
marine  forces,  they  cannot  sit  for  that  purpose  under  the  warrant 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  beg  leave  to  represent  the 
unpleasant  situation  they  feel  themselves  placed  in,  hoping  that 
this  statement  of  it  may  be  transmitted  to  the  Right  Hon'ble  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  under  whose  direction 
they  always  consider  themselves,  and  from  whom  they  hope  such 
remedy  will  be  applied  as  their  Lordships  may  think  expedient. 

At  the  same  time  they  solicit  that  in  this  business  they  may  be 

understood  to  be  acting  only  in  conformity  to  an  Act    of   the 

British  legislature  passed  expressly  for  their  regulation  v/hile  on 

shore  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  ;  and  that  they  have 

not  in  any  shape  been  wanting  in  the  respect  that  belongs  to  the 

high   authority  of  his   Majesty's    commission,   or   to  the   officer 

invested  with  it  in  this  country. 

Jas.  Campbell,  Captain. 

Jno    Shea,  do. 

Watkx.  Texch,  Capt.-Lieut. 

CrEO.  Johnston,  1st  Lieut. 

Jno.  Creswell,  do. 

RoBT.  Kellow,  do. 

John  Poulton,  do. 

Camp,  Sydney  Cove,  13th  October,  1788. 

David  Collins,  Judge-Advocate. 


Jno.  Johnstone,  1st  Lieut. 
Js.  M.  Shairp,  do. 

Thos.  Davey,  do. 

Thos.  Timins,  do. 

Ralph  Clarke,  2nd  Lieut. 
Wm.  Dawes,  2nd  Lieut. 
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GovERXOR  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.  ^"^^^ 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  30  Oct. 

My  Lord,  30th  October,  1788. 

By  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  I  had  the  honor  of  informing 
your  Loi'dship  of  my  reasons  for  sending  that  ship  to  the  Cape  The  Sirius 
of  Good  Hope* ;  the  loss  of  all  the  seed  wheat,  and  the  greatest  ca"pe!°  ^^^ 
part  of  the  other  grains  and  seeds,  brought  from  England,  which 
had  been  heated  in  the  long  passage,  and  very  little  of  which, 
when  sown,  ever  vegetated ;  all  the  seed  wheat  put  on  board  the 
Supply  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  likewise  been  destroyed 
by  the  weevil  ;  and  after  sowing  the  ground  a  second  time  with 
what  seed  had  been  brought  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  there  did  not  remain  sufficient  to  sow  a  single  acre  ; 
and  the  crops  in  the  ground  are  exposed  to  various  accidents  in 
our  present  situation. 

The  Sirius  sailed  the  2nd  instant,  to  go  round  the  South  Supplies 
Cape ;  and  Captain  Hunter  has  directions  to  purchase  for  the  use  purchased, 
of  the  gari'ison  what  flour  the  ship  can  receive,  after  having  com- 
pleated  his  own  provisions  ;  the  quantity  will  not  be  very  consider- 
able (at  present  we  have  18  months'  bread  in  store).  Necessarys 
for  the  hospital  were  likewise  ordered  to  be  purchased,  none  of 
any  kind  being  sent  out  either  for  the  detachment  or  convicts 
after  they  landed. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  by  my  former  letters  the  little  progress  Cultivation 
Ave  have  been  al)le  to  make  in  cultivating  the  lands,  and,  I  presume,  ^^°^" 
the  necessity  of  a  few  proper  persons  being  sent  out  to  superintend 
the  convicts,  as  well  as  settlers,  who  have  been  used  to  cultivation ; 
for  at  present  this  settlement  only  affords  one  person  that  I  can 
employ  in  cultivating  the  lands  on  the  public  account.  Most  of 
the  officers  have  cultivated  a  little  ground,  but  it  is  merely  for 
their  own  conveniency,  and  none  more  than  a  single  acre,  except 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  has  about  three  acres.  I  have 
sixteen  at  a  small  farm  on  the  public  account. 

It  must,  my  Lord,  be  settlers,  with  the  assistance  of  the  convicts.  Request  for 
that   will   put    this    country    in    a   situation   for    supporting    its  repeated 
inhabitants ;  nothing  but  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  in  which 
my  letters  may  reach  England,  and  the  possibility  of  those  last 
written  being  the  first  received,  would  make  me  trouble  your 
Lordship  in  this  letter  with  a  repetition  of  what  I  have  fully 
explained  in  my  former  letters — that  people  who  are  not  convicts 
are  necessary  for  the  stores,  from  which  provisions  or  stores  are  store- 
delivering  almost  hourly,  and  that  we  want  for  superintending  the  "weepers 

•j_i  1  1  1  1  ■        T       ,.'^.  ,.,°,         necessarj'. 

convicts  such  as  have  been  brought  up  in  the  line  in  which  they 
are  to  Vje  employed. 

If  the  ships  that  bring  out  provisions  were  such  as  could  receive 
on  board  black  cattle  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  T  think  we  shall  in 
future  be  able  to  preserve  them  ;  and  a  ship  to  remain  here  as  a 

*  Ante,  p.  188. 
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Convicts 
kUled  by 
natives. 


The  natives 
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themselves. 


They 
hold  aloof 


Officers  and 
convicts. 


Offifers 
asked  to 
assist  in 
supervising 
uonvicts. 


They  refuse. 


store-ship  would  be  attended  with  many  advantages.  It  is  still  a 
doubt  whether  the  cattle  we  lost  have  been  killed  by  the  natives, 
or  if  they  have  strayed  into  the  country.*  I  fear  the  former,  and 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  natives  now  attack  any  straggler  they 
meet  unarmed ;  and  though  the  strictest  orders  have  been  given 
to  keep  the  convicts  within  bounds,  neither  the  fear  of  death  or 
punishment  prevents  their  going  out  in  the  night ;  and  one  hafi 
been  killed  since  the  Sirius  sailed.  The  natives,  who  appeal- 
strictly  honest  amongst  themselves,  leave  their  fizgigs,  spears,  tfec, 
on  the  beach,  or  in  their  huts,  when  they  go  a-tishing  ;  these 
articles  have  been  taken  from  them  by  the  convicts,  and  the 
people  belonging  to  the  transports  buy  them  at  the  risk  of  being 
prosecuted  as  receivers  of  stolen  goods,  if  discovered.  The  natives, 
as  I  have  observed,  revenge  themselves  on  any  they  meet  unarmed  ; 
it  is  not  possible  to  punish  them  without  punishing  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  and  our  own  people  have  been  the  aggressors. 

The  natives  still  refuse  to  come  amongst  us,  and  those  who  are 
supposed  to  have  murthered  several  of  the  convicts  have  removed 
from  Botany  Bay,  where  they  have  always  been  more  troublesome 
than  in  any  other  part.  I  now  doubt  whether  it  will  be  possible 
to  get  any  of  those  people  to  remain  with  us,  in  order  to  get  their 
language,  without  using  force ;  they  see  no  advantage  that  can 
arise  from  us  that  may  make  amends  for  the  loss  of  that  part  of 
the  harliour  in  which  we  occasionally  employ  the  boats  in  fishing. 

If  my  former  letters  have  reached  your  Lordship  the  situation 
of  this  settlement  is  known,  and  as  most  of  the  officers  have 
declined  any  kind  of  interference  with  the  convicts,  except  when 
immediately  employed  by  themselves,  the  little  progress  made  in 
clearing  land  that  requires  so  much  labour  will  be  accounted  for. 
A  letter  sent  from  the  Admiralty  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
marines  at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  is  what  the  officei"s  say 
they  govern  themselves  by,  and  in  which  they  say  no  extra  duty 
is  pointed  out.  What  I  asked  of  officers  was  so  very  little,  and 
so  far  from  being  what  would  degrade  either  the  officer  or  the 
gentleman  in  our  situation,  that  I  beg  leave  to  report  once  more 
to  your  Lordship  the  request  I  made  soon  after  we  landed,  and 
which  was  made  in  the  followijig  woi"ds  : — "That  officers  would, 
when  they  saw  the  convicts  diligent,  say  a  few  words  of  encourage- 
ment to  them,  and  that  when  they  saw  them  idle,  or  met  them 
straggling  in  the  woods,  they  would  threaten  them  with  punish- 
ment." This  I  only  desired  when  officers  could  do  it  without 
going  out  of  their  way  ;  it  was  all  I  asked,  and  was  pointedly 
refused.  They  declared  against  what  they  called  an  interference 
with  convicts,  and  I  found  myself  ol^liged  to  give  up  the  little  plan 
I  had  formed  in  the  passage  for  the  government  of  these  people, 
and  which,  had  even  that  been  proposed  to  the  officers,  required 
no  more  from  them  than  the   hearing  any  appeal  the  overseer 


Ante,  p.   140. 
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might  find  it  necessary  to  make,  and  a  report  from  the  officer  to       1788 
me,  or  to  the  Judge- Advocate,   if  he  thought  it  necessary,  but      30  Oct. 
which  never  has  been  asked  of  the  officers,  as  they  declined  any 
kind  of  interference. 

The  Golden  Grove  store-ship  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  the  2nd  ^'orfoik 
of  October,  with  provisions  and  some  stores,  and  carried  a  midship- 
man, two  seamen,  a  serjeant,  corj)oral,  and  tive  j^rivates,  with 
twenty-one  men  and  eleven  women  convicts.     Their  numbers  will 
be  increased  in  the  course  of  the  summer. 

The  Fishburn  is  now  fitting  for  sea,  that  she  may  sail  with  the 
Golden  Grove,  as  soon  as  that  ship  returns  from  Norfolk  Island. 

The  same  reason  which  makes  me  trouble  your  Lordship  with 
tedious  extracts  from  my  former  letters  makes  it  necessary  to 
point  out  in  this  letter  that  we  at  present  depend  entirely  for 
pro\-i.sions  being  sent  from  England ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  if  a  ship  should  be  lost  in  the  passage  it  might  be  a  very 
coixsiderable  time  before  it  could  be  known  in  England.  The  Sirius,  liixietieb. 
from  the  length  of  the  voyage,  would  not  be  able  to  supply  this 
settlement  from  the  Cape,  and  though  the  Islands  may  furnish 
refreshments  in  great  abundance  to  one  or  two  ships,  if  the  Sirius 
was  employed  between  the  Islands  and  this  settlement,  the  quantity 
procured  would  be  but  .small  for  so  great  a  number  of  people  ;  but, 
my  Lord,  I  hope  a  very  few  years  will  put  this  country  in  a  situation  Prospects, 
to  support  itself,  for  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  what  land  has 
been  cleared  in  a  very  flourishing  state. 

I  am  now  preparing  to  go  up  the  harbour  with  a  small  detach-  Anewsettle- 
ment  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  twenty  privates,  who  ™^"  " 
are  to  protect  some  convicts  intended  to  clear  land  near  the  head 
of  the  harbfjur,*  where  it  is  a  fine  open  country,  ha^dng  very  little 
timber,  and  being  perfectly  free  from  underwood. 

The  Supply  remains  here,  as  I  think  that  vessel  necessary  in  the 
harbour  at  present,  and  which  was  my  reason  for  sending  the 
store-ship  to  Norfolk  Island. 

Returns  of  the  detachment  and  the  quantity  of  provisions  in 
store  are  enclosed  to  Mr.  Nepean.  I  have,  (fee, 

A.  Phillip. 

Judge- Advocate  Collins  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 

Dear  Sir,  loth  November,  1788.  i5Xo\. 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  paper.     It  con-  General 
tains  my  opinion  on  the  question  respecting  general  courts-martial  ^"artiai. 
in  this  country,  and  the  expedient  that  I  proposed  for  getting  over 
the  difficulty  that  was  started  by  myself,  and  adopted  by  the  officers 
here. 

I  beg  you  to  rest  assured,  and  through  the  whole  of  your 
consideration  on  this  affair,  to  take  this  with  vou — that  nothinj,' 

P  *  Rose  Hill. 
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16  Nov. 


would  give  me  more  pain  than  to  be  thought  to  start  difficulties 
for  the  sake  of  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  service. 
The  doubts  that  occurred  to  me  were  deemed  satisfactory  to  the 
officers  of  marines  here,  and  the  resolution  adopted  that  you  will 
find  among  the  public  letters  from  the  Governor.  I  sincerely 
wish  the  expedient  I  proposed  had  also  been  adopted. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  enjoy  your  health,  and  remain,  with  great 
esteem, —  David  Collins. 

I  should  be  glad  of  a  fresh  supply  of  paper,  and  would  be 
extremely  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  order  Cooper  to  send  me 
Blackstone's  Reports,  any  author  that  treats  on  costs,  and  any 
law  pubHcation  of  note  that  has  appeared  since  my  departure, 
with  whatever  Acts  of  Pai'liament  you  may  think  necessary. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 

13th  October,  1788. 
To  the  question,    "  Whether  a  general  court-martial  formed  of 
marine  officers   can  assemble  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from   his 
Majesty's  Governor-in-Chief  of  this  territory,  having  a  commis- 
sion to  gi'ant  the  same," — 

I  reply,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  being  marine  officers,  they  cannot 
comply  with  the  directions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  for 
their  regulation  while  on  shore  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  and  hold  a  general  court-martial  under  the  warrant  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales. 

But  vvhen  I  consider  the  time  that  must  elapse  before  a  remedy 
can  be  applied — when  I  consider  how  much  his  Majesty's  service 
may  and  must  suffer  from  the  want  of  a  tribunal  to  which  officers 
should  be  amenable — when  I  consider  that  although  the  sti^ict  letter 
of  the  law  is  against  their  sitting,  it  has  been  clearly  the  intention 
of  every  branch  and  department  of  his  Majesty's  Government  that 
there  should  be  such  a  tribunal  in  this  country,  I  am  of  opinion 
that,  waving  the  privilege  of  being  assembled  in  conformity  with 
their  own  Act  of  Parliament,  they  should  sit  under  the  authority 
of  the  King's  commission  and  Governor  of  this  territory,  throw- 
ing themselves,  with  the  strong  j^lea  of  necessity,  on  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  pro- 
curing them  an  indemnification  for  their  having  so  acted. 

I  have,  &c., 

David  Collins, 
Judge-Advocate. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
My  Lord,  Novenil)er  16,  1788. 

Since  I  closed  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  October  to  your 
Lordship  the  Golden  Gi'ove  has  arrived  from  Norfolk  Island,  where 
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the  people  and  provisions  were  landed,  and  from  whence  I  have       1788 
received  the  most  favourable  accounts.     They  have  vegetables  in      13  Oct. 
great  abundance,  as  well  as  fish.     The  grain  that  had  been  sowed  q^^^ 
after  the  tu-st  had  failed  (from  having  been  heated  in  the  passage,  accounts 
or  injui'ed  by  the  weevil)  promises  a  great  increase.      The  soil  is  xorfoik 
extremely  rich,  and  to  the  depth  of  many  feet  wherever  they  island. 
have  dug ;  the  people  very  healthy,  and  perfectly  satisfied  under 
an  officei',  who  will  in  less  than  two  years  render  that  island  ^^^ '**''*"'' *'^ 
independent  of  this  colony  for  the  necessarys  of  life,  if  we  can  independent 
procure  black  cattle  to  send  him.*     He  will  have  an  additional  '"ars? 
number  of  people  in  the  course  of  the  summer.     A  few  honest, 
industrious  families  would  then  find  themselves  happy  in  a  good 
climate,  as  healthy  as  this  settlement  (and  no  place  can  be  healthier), 
with  a  rich  land,  easy  of  cultivation,  and  where  the  storms  of 
thunder  and  heavy  rains  have  not  been  felt.      The  flax-plant  will  Flax, 
supply  the  settlers  on  that  island  with  rope  and  canvas,  as  well 
as  a  considerable  part  of  their  cloathing,  when  they  can  dress  it 
properly  :    Ijut   a   person   experienced  in  dressing  flax  is  much 
wanted,   as  well  as  a  few  good  husbandmen,  for  those  we  have 
been  able  to  send  there  are  not  only  in  general  idle  and  abandoned, 
but  ignorant.     A  cocoanut  that  was  as  good  as  if  just  taken  from 
the  tree,  and  a  small  piece  of  wood,  said  to  resemble  the  handle 
of  a  flyflap,  as  made  in  the  Friendly  Islands,  and  which  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  long  in  the  water,   have  suggested  an  idea 
that  some  island  which  is  inhabited  lays  at  no  great  distance,  but 
which  my  present  situation  does  not  permit  me  to  determine. 
The  remains  of  two  or  three  canoes  have  been  found  on  the  rocks. 
Tiie  Golden  Grove,  in  her  passage  from  Norfolk  Island,  saw  a 
very  dangerous  reef,  the  south  end  of  which  lay  in  the  latitude  A  danfrcrous 
of  29"  25'  south,  longitude  159'  59'  east.f     It  appeared  from  the  ^'^^ ' 
N.E.  by  X.  to  N.  when  they  were  four  leagues  from  it,  but  no 
judgment  can  be  formed  how  far  it  extends  to  the  northward. 

T   had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship  of  my  intentions  Port 

Jackson 

of  lixing  a  settlement  near  the  head  of  the  hai'bour,J  and  I  have 
lately  passed  several  days  in  examining  the  country.  The  land 
is  good,  and  though  there  is  none  we  can  take  possession  of  at  a  fresh 
present  which  can  be  cultivated  without  clearing  the  ground  of 
the  timber — for  if  the  trees  are  at  the  distance  of  thirty  or  even 
fifty  feet  the  roots  spread — the  labour  there,  nevertheless,  Avill 
not  exceed  the  fourth  part  of  what  is  required  in  our  ])resent 
situation,  and  there  the  land  appears  to  be  the  best  I  have 
seen  in  this  country ;  and  as  far  as  I  could  examine,  which  was 
for  a  couple  of  miles  round  the  spot  on  which  I  have  flxed,  I 
think  the  country  as  fine  as  any  I  have  seen  in  England.     I  had  country. 

*  The  anticipation  was  not  realised.     It  was  not  known  at  this  time,  however,  that  so  many 
convicts  would  be  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  as  was  afterwards  determined, 
t  Post,  p.  215. 
:  Rose  Hill. 
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an  officer  and  ten  men  with  nie,  which  I  left  to  finish  a  small 
redoubt,  and  in  a  few  days  the  remainder  of  the  detachment  will 
be  sent  up  with  some  convicts. 

A  soldier  has  been  lately  missing,  who,  I  suppose,  lost  his  way 
in  the  woods,  and  has  either  been  killed  by  the  natives  or  died  by 
a  fit,  to  which  he  was  subject. 

Except  the  old,  and  those  who  brought  incurable  complaints 
with  them,  the  people  are  very  healthy.  The  weather  is  now 
settled,  and  the  two  store-ships  are  ready  to  sail,  and  intend 
going  round  the  South  Cape. 

A  small  quantity  of  flax,  as  I  received  it  from  Norfolk  Island 
is  enclosed  with  the  despatches.  A  plant  that  produces  pepper, 
and  supposed  to  be  the  same  as  the  East  India  pepper,  is  found 
in  great  plenty  in  Norfolk  Island.  Several  roots  of  this  plant, 
and  some  of  the  pepper,  are  sent  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  I 
have  requested  to  inform  your  Lordship  or  Mr.  Nepean  if  it 
proves  to  be,  as  supposed,  the  black  pepper  used  in  England. 

In  sinking  a  well  the  sand  was  thought  to  contain  a  very  large 
proportion  of  metal,  a  small  quantity  of  which  is  sent  by  the 
two  ships.  It  has  been  twenty-four  hours  in  a  strong  fire,  but 
we  could  not  get  it  to  melt.     I  suppose  it  to  be  blacklead.* 

I  have,  (kc, 
A.  Phillip. 

Major  Ross  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.! 
Marine  Quarters,  Sydney  Cove, 

My  Dear  Sir,  16th  NoA^ember,  1788. 

I  do  not  feel  myself  at  all  at  ease  with  respect  to  you,  as 
I  much  fear  you  expect  to  hear  from  me  by  every  ship  which  sails 
from  here.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  I  have  no  one  thing 
to  communicate  to  you  that  can  give  you  either  pleasure  or  satis- 
faction, for,  unless  I  attempted  to  give  you  a  description  of  this 
country,  and  of  the  hardships,  mortifications,  and  I  had  almost 
said  cruelties,  we  are  obliged  to  submit  to,  I  have  no  subject 
worth  taking  up  your  time  with. 

From  our  Governor's  manner  of  expressing  himself,  for  he  com- 
municates nothing  to  any  person  here  but  to  his  secretary  (Capt. 
Collins),  he  has,  I  dare  say,  described  this  country  as  capable  of 
being  made  the  Empire  of  the  East.  But  notwithstanding  all  he 
may  from  mterested  motives  say — and  as  this  letter  is  only  for 
your  own  private  perusal — I  do  not  scruple  to  pronounce  that  in 
the  whole  world  there  is  not  a  worse  country  than  what  we  have 
yet  seen  of  this.  All  that  is  contiguous  to  us  is  so  very  barren 
and  forbidding  that  it  may  with  truth  be  said  here  nature  is 
reversed ;  and  if  not  so,  she  is  nearly  worn  out,  for  almost  all  the 


*  A  sample  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Josiah  Wed8'\\ood,  who  pronounced  it  to  be 
species  of  plumbago  or  blacklead." 
t  A  private  letter. 


'a  pure 
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seeds  we  have  put  into  the  ground  has  rotted,  and  I  have  no       I'^^B 
doubt  but  will,  like  the  wood  of  this  vile  country  when  burned      16  Nov. 
or  rotten,   turn  to  sand.     This  latter  is  a  fact    that  has    been 
proved,  and  will,   I  much  fear,   be  fatally   felt  by  some  of  its 
present  inhabitants.     I  say  the  present,  because  if  the  Minister 
has  a  true  and  just  description  given  him  of  it  he  will  not  surely  No  more 
think  of  sending  any  more  people  here.     If  he  does,  I  shall  not  should  be 
scruple  to  say  that  he  will  entail  misery  on  all  that  are  sent  and  sent. 
an   expense   on    the   mother  country   that  in    the  days  of  her 
greatest  prosperity  she  was  not  equal  to,  for  there  is  not  one 
article  that  can  ever  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  man  but  which 
must  be  imported  into  this  country.      It  is  veiy   certain  that 
the  whole  face  of  it  is  covered  with  trees,  but  not  one  bit  of 
timber  have  we  yet  found  that  is  tit  for  any  other  purpose  than 
to  make  the  pot  boil.     Of  the  general  opinion  entertained  here 
oi  the  wretched  prospect  we  have  before  us  I  cannot  I  think  A  wretched 
give  you  a  moi'e  convincing  proof  than  that  every  person  (except 
the  two  gentlemen  already  mentioned,  whose  sentiments  I  am 
perfectly  unacquainted  with)  who  came  out  with  a  design  of  re- 
maining in  the  country  are  now  most  earnestly  wishing  to  get  away 
from  it. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  see  a  copy  of  the  return  which  I  am  going 
to  send  to  the  Admiralty,  as  the  Governor  has  requested  it  for 
your  office.  It  is  a  return  of  that  part  of  the  marine  detach-  ^'arines  who 
ment  that  wish  to  remain  in  this  country,  and  the  purposes  for 
which  they  wish  to  stay.*  I  think  this  return  [will]  open  people's 
eyes  more  than  a  volume  writ  upon  the  subject  would. 

There  is  an  effort  making  for  clearing  some  land  for  "corn  at  Rose  Hill, 
the  head  of  this  harbour.  The  party  gone  and  to  go  ai"e  to  be  under 
the  care  and  protection  of  your  old  friend  Campbell,  who  is  to  have 
two  officers  and  twenty  marines  with  him.  His  perseverance  and 
attention  to  the  forwarding  the  public  service  in  general  is  too 
well  known  to  require  my  saying  anything  on  that  head,  unless  it 
is  to  assure  you  that  his  abilities  ever  since  his  arrival  here  has 
been  constantly  employed  with  the  most  sedulous  attention  to  the 
success  of  this  settlement  in  particular,  and  was  I  in  a  situati(jn 
that  would  admit  my  doing  it,  I  most  assuredly  would  make  the 
Secretary  of  State  acquainted  with  his  worth.  But  as  that  is  Campbell's 
not  the  case,  I  dare  say  you  will  think  it  a  justice  due  to  any 
man,  much  more  in  the  present  instance,  for  your  old  acquaint- 
ance, whom  I  am  sure  you  wished  to  ser\  e.  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  have  pleasure  in  representing  him  as  he  deserves,  and 
possiWy  by  that  means  procuring  for  him  that  for  which  he  has 
served  so  long  for.f  *  *  *  * 

11.  Ross. 

*  Ante,  p.  201. 

t  The  latter  part  of  this  letter  is  omitted  by  the  transcriber  as  being  devoid  of  public 
interest. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  November  16,  1788. 

By  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  that  sailed  from  hence  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  2nd  of  October,  I  had  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting, for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners,  particu- 
lars respecting  this  settlement  and  Norfolk  Island,  with  such 
drawings  of  that  and  Lord  Howe  Island  as  I  had  received  from 
the  lieutenants  King  and  Ball. 

A  survey,  made  by  Captain  Hunter  and  the  officers  of  the 
Sirius,  of  this  harbour  was  sent  with  my  dispatches  in  July,  under 
the  care  of  Lieutenant  Shortland. 

The  loss  of  all  the  seed  wheat  and  most  of  the  other  grain  and 
seeds  that  Avas  brought  from  England,  by  being  heated,  was  my 
reason  for  sending  the  Sirius  to  the  Cape.  You  will,  sir,  please 
to  inform  their  Lordships  that  the  Fishburn  is  now  ready  for  sea. 
The  Golden  Grove  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  the  2nd  of  October. 
Both  ships  will  sail  for  England  as  soon  as  that  ship  returns. 

I  thought  it  necessary  to  keep  the  Supply,  tender,  here  in  the 
absence  of  the  Sirius,  which  was  my  reason  for  sending  the 
Golden  Grove  to  Norfolk  Island  ;  and  I  ordered  the  master  of  the 
Supply  on  board  that  ship,  as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  island, 
where  the  landing  is  difficult.  Eighteen  months'  provisions  and 
stores,  with  a  petty  officer,  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  five  privates, 
two  seamen,  twenty-one  men,  and  eleven  women  convicts,  were 
sent  in  the  Golden  Grove.  These  make  the  number  of  people  on 
Norfolk  Island  sixty-one,  and  more  will  be  sent  in  the  course  of 
the  summer. 

The  natives  now  avoid  us  more  than  they  did  when  we  first 
landed,  and  which  I  iijjpute  to  the  robberies  committed  on  them 
by  the  convicts,  who  steal  their  spears  and  fizgigs,  which  they 
frequently  leave  in  their  huts  when  they  go  out  a -fishing,  and 
which  the  people  belonging  to  the  transports  purchase,  though 
every  possible  precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  it.  This  the 
natives  revenge  by  attacking  any  stragler  they  meet,  and  one 
convict  has  been  killed  since  the  Sii'ius  sailed. 

The  advantages  attending  a  ship  of  the  line  as  a  store-ship  in 
this  harbour  I  have  observed  in  my  former  letters.  Such  ship 
might  bring  a  considerable  quantity  of  black  cattle  from  the  Cape, 
as  I  presume  she  would  have  few  guns  on  board.  One  or  two 
small  vessels  of  thirty  or  forty  tons  would,  likewise,  be  employed  to 
great  advantage,  and  which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  their  Lord- 
ships' consideration.  The  necessity  of  a  regular  supply  of  pro- 
visions has  been,  likewise,  pointed  out  in  my  former  letters,  as- 
the  resources  this  country  affords  at  present  are  very  trifling. 

A  marine  has  been  lately  missing,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
he  lost  his  way  in  the  woods  and  was  killed  by  the  natives,  or 
whether  he  died  in  a  fit,  he  being  subject  to  fits. 
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The   Golden   Grove   returned  from    Norfolk   Island    the   10th       1788 
instant,  having  landed  the  provisions  and  people.     In  her  return     ic  Nov. 
they  fell  in  with  a  dangerous  reef,  on  which  the  sea  broke;  very  j^  dangerous 
liigh.      The  south  end  of  the  reef  only  was  seen,  which,  by  Mr.  reef. 
Blackburn's  account  (the  master  of  the  Supply),  is  in  the  latitude 
of  29°  25'  S.,  longitude  155"  59'  E.*     It  extended  from  N.E.  by 
N.  to  north,  but  the  weather  did  not  permit  him  to  examine  how 
far  it  extends  to  the  northward.     They  were,  when  the  bearings 
were  taken,  four  leagues  from  it,  with  light  airs  of  wind.     It  shall 
be  examined  in  the  course  of  the  summer. 

The  accounts  I  have  received  from  Norfolk  Island  are  equally  ^'^^'^j*^'  ^^ 
favorable  with  those  first  received.  Vegetables  of  every  kind  are  island. 
there  in  abundance.  The  corn  they  have  sown  promises  well,  and 
the  landing  may  be  made  much  safer  than  it  is  at  present.  The 
two  store-ships  have  each  a  lower  yard  and  top-gallant  masts  from 
that  island,  which  I  have  ordered  them  to  deliver  at  Deptford 
Yard,  by  which  it  may  be  determined  how  far  the  pine  of  that 
island  may  be  useful.  We  still  continue  clearing  the  land  near 
us,  and  some  convicts,  with  a  small  detachment,  are  settled  near 
the  head  of  the  harbour,  where  the  ground  is  better  and  less  timber 
to  clear  itwa.j. 

The  two  store-ships  are  now  nearly  ready  for  sea.     The  state  and  ^^"^^''.'^{qJ?^ 
condition  of  his  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply  is  inclosed.      The  sea. 
store-ships  are  to   endeavour  to   make   their  passage   round  the 
South  Cape. 

During  the  winter  we  had  frequently  very  heavy  gales  of  wind.  Gales. 
several  from  the  eastward  ;    but  the  weather  is  now  settled,  and 
we  have  had  less  rain  in  the  winter  than  Avhat  I  have  generally 
known  in  that  season  on  the  Brazil  coast. 

Some  driftwood,  a  cocoanut,  and  a  small  piece  of  wood  like  the 
handle  of  a  fly-flap,  such  as  are  made  in  the  Friendly  Islands, 
having  been  driven  on  shore  at  Norfolk  Island,  not  appearing  to  {^"j^l^J^^ 
have  been  long  in  the  water,  have  suggested  an  idea  there  that  island. 
some  inhabited  island  is  at  no  great  distance. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Major  Ross  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Sir,  Marine  Q'rs,  Sydney  Cove,  16th  Nov.,  1788. 

Since  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  1st 
October  by  Captain  Hunter,  who  was  ordered  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  I  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  an 
officer  into  confinement,  but  as  it  has  ever  been  my  wish  rather  An  anest. 
to  convince  than  punish,  I  directed  the  adjutant  to  show  the 
officer  the  letter  I  had  written  to  the  Governor-,   re(i[uesting  a 

*  Middleton  Reef,  named  after  Sir  Charles  Middlcton,  Comptroller  of  the  Navy.  The 
"  Directory  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean  "  pives  the  latitude  of  the  "west  elbow"  of  the  reef 
2!)"  27'  40"  S.,  and  the  longitude  159°  3'  38"  E. 
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1788  general  court-martial,  telling  him  at  the  same  time  my  motive  for 
16  Nov.  doing  so  was  that  if  he  felt  himself  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of 
his  conduct  he  would  then  know  what  he  had  to  do,  and  that 
then  the  letter  would  not  be  sent ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he 
preferred  a  trial  by  court-martial,  my  letter  would  immediately  be 
transmitted.  To  this  the  adjutant  bro't  me  an  answer  that  it  was 
very  well,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  a  general  court-martial. 
A  general  In  consequence  of  my  application,    the  Governor  sent  me   a 

martial.  warrant  for  the  assembling  a  general  court-martial,  which  was 
accordingly  ordered,  and  was  for  sojne  days  prevented  from 
meeting  by  the  indisposition  of  one  of  the  members.  This  officer 
(Capt.  Meredith)  continuing  to  grow  worse,  it  became  necessary 
to  order  another  member,  which  was  done.  On  the  13th  October 
the  officers  ordered  to  compose  the  court  assembled  agreeable  to 
orders.  Soon  after,  Capt.  Campbell,  who  was  to  have  been  the 
President,  delivered  me  a  letter  with  a  paper  inclos'd,  of  which 
No.  1  is  a  copy,"^  and  which,  at  his  and  the  request  of  the  other 
officers  who  were  to  have  compos'd  the  court,  I  have  the  honor  of 
inclosing,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  together  with  a  letter 
and  paper  given  to  me  at  the  same  time  by  the  Judge-Advocate, 
of  which  No.  2  is  the  original.!  The  Judge- Advocate's  motive  for 
giving  me  this  paper  I  find  myself  yet  at  a  loss  to  account  for, 
nor  can  I  possibly  here  omit  observing  that  there  did  not  seem 
Doubts  as  to  to  be  a  doubt  entertained  of  the  Governor's  being  sufficiently 
Its  legality,  authorized  to  order  a  general  court-martial  till  the  Judge- Advo- 
cate called  upon  Captain  Campbell,  and  in  my  presence  told  him 
it  was  his  opinion  that  being  marme  officers  they  could  not 
legally  sit  under  a  warrant  from  the  Governor,  as  there  was  no 
power  deligated  to  him  for  that  purpose,  either  by  Parliament  or 
the  Admiralty. 

The  court-martial  being  now,  as  their  Lordships  will  see  by  the 

above  paper,  out  of  the  question,   the  Governor,   without  with- 

A  court  of     clrawincf  the  warrant  or  returning  my  letter,  order'd  a  court  of 

influiry,  '-^  .  , 

enquiry  to  assemble  and  enquire  into  the  charge,  and  report 
whether  there  was,  or  was  not,  sufficient  grounds  for  a  court- 
martial.  The  report  of  this  court  was  made  to  the  Governor  by 
Captain  Campl^ell,  from  whom  I  understand  that  he  did  not 
think  himself  at  liberty,  under  the  above  circumstances,  of  enter- 
ing into  the  enquiry,  and  that  the  court  only  gave  an  opinion 
that  an  application  from  a  commanding  officer  had  ever  been 
deem'd  sufficient  grounds  for  granting  a  general  court-martial. 
At  this  stage  of  the  business  the  Governor  judg'd  fit  to  send  the 
The  accused  Judfje- Advocate  to  the  officer  in  confinement,  to  inform  him  that 

to  be  .  .  . 

ordered        he  should  Send  him  to  England  by  the  first  ship,  together  with 
home.  ^Y\e  charge  against  him. 

At  this  time  I  received  a  letter  from  the  officer  purporting 
that  the  adjutant  did  not  at  the  time  I  sent  him  with  my  letter 

*  Ante,  pp.  205-206.  t  See  enclosure  in  CoUins's  letter  to  Nepean.     Ante,  p.  210. 
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inform  him  of  my  motives  for  so  doing,  else  he  would  have  done       1733 
everything  in  his  power  to  have  the  letter  stopt,  and  express'd     le  Nov. 
inuch  sorrow  at  his  having  been  so  long  kept  in  ignorance  of  my  Anapoiogj-. 
intentions.     This  circumstance  I  communicated  to  the  Governor, 
who  told  me  it  was  then  too  late,  for  as  the  warrant  had  been 
granted  the  letters  could  not  be  recall'd,  and  that  he  found  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  sending  them  to  England.     This  reply, 
I  must  confess,  mortitied  me,  l)ut  on  my  receiving  the  necessary 
apology  from  the  officer  I    wrote  a   letter  to  the  Governor,  of 
which  No.  3  is  a  coi^y,*  in  consequence  of  which  he  ordered  the  The  officer 
officer  to  return  to  his  duty,  but  has  not  given  up  the  letters.         duu"!"*  ^^ 

In  our  present  situation  their  Lordships  will  see  the  impos- 
sibility of  our  holding  a  general  court-martial  til  such  time  as 
the  difficulties  mentioned  in  the  paper  No.  1  ai'e  removed,  which 
I  am  convinced  their  Lordships  will  cause  to  be  done  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  their  Lordships  that  on  the  26th  October 
James  Rogers,  a  private  marine,  in  the  15th  Company,  who  had 
for  some  time  been  employ'd  in  sawing,  was  returning  to  his 
liutt,  and  the  distance  to  it  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
yet  in  that  short  distance  he  is  suppos'd  to  have  lost  his  way  and  Lost  in 
wandered  in  the  woods  till  he  was  starved,  for  he  has  not  since  ^^^  "*  ' 
Ijeen  heard  of.  I  have  repeatedly  sent  all  the  officers  and  men  off 
duty,  with  all  the  dogs  they  could  collect,  in  search  of  the  body, 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  It  being  impossible  for  a  man  to  exist  in 
the  woods  of  this  country,  even  supposing  him  to  have  his  arms, 
which  was  not  this  man's  case,  and  as  he  had  always  heexx  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  best  and  quietest  men  in  the  detachment,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  his  being  dead,  and  have  thex'efore  set  him  off  as  dead 
in  the  effective  list. 

Another  unfortunate  circumstance  has  lately  happened,  which 
I  have  pain  in  I'elating.  On  the  6th  inst.  a  quarrel  happen'd 
overnight  between  Thomas  Bulmore,  a  marine,  and  some  of  his 
comrades.  It  had  not  been  so  effectually  settled  that  night  as  to 
prevent  them  from  going  out  the  next  morning,  which  they  unfortu- 
nately effected  without  the  knowledge  of  either  commissioned  or 
non-commissioned  officers.  From  the  Ijruises  or  blows  that  Bulmore  a  marine 
received  in  the  quarrel  he  died  on  the  10th.  Four  of  the  marines  S^^^"* 
are  now  in  confinement  for  it,  and  to  be  tried  by  the  criminal 
court  f.  Should  that  coui't  have  determined  their  fate  before  the 
ship  sails  their  Lordships  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  it. 

In  my  last  letter  I  inform'd  you  of  my  having  an  order  for  a 
detachment  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  head  of  the  harbour  the  Rose  Hill, 
first  week  in  October.     It  was  only  a  few  days  ago  that  a  part  of 

*  Ante,  p.  202. 
t  They  were  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  sentenced  to  200  lashes  each.    Post,  p.  220. 
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Slow 
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with 
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Smith? 
wanted. 


Bad  paper. 


Norfolk 
Island  fla.x. 


that  detachment  was  sent  up  to  protect  some  men  order'd  to  errect 
a  store-house  for  provisions.  The  rest  will,  I  beleive,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days  be  ordered  to  join  those  already  sent. 

In  my  last  letter  I  informed  their  Lordships  with  the  state  of 
the  barracks  errecting  for  the  detachment.  Captain  Campbell's 
company  has  for  some  time  been  in  the  one  errected  for  his  company, 
but  to  say  when  the  other  companys  will  be  in  theirs  it  is  now 
impossible  for  me  to  say,  though  I  much  fear  that  it  will  not  be 
for  some  months,  as  all  the  artificers  have  been  drawn  off  from  us 
for  purposes  that  his  Excellency  imagin'd  to  be  of  more  importance 
than  the  getting  the  detachment  under  proper  cover.  I  have, 
Avith  the  Governor's  assistance,  contrived  to  have  hammocks  foi* 


our    men. 


but 


as 


they 


are 


m  general  very  bad,   I  hope  their 


general 


Lordships  will  be  induced  to  direct  the  Navy  Board  to  send  a 
sufficient  number,  with  the  bedding  which  we  want  much  for  the 
detachment.  My  reason  for  preferring  hammocks  to  standing 
beds  is  that  they  are  much  more  easily  kept  clean,  and,  of  course, 
more  healthy  for  the  men. 

The  blacksmiths  employ'd  by  the  Governor  are  kept  in  such 
constant  employ  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  get  them  to 
attend  to  the  arms  of  the  detachment.  Two  of  our  firelocks  have 
been  in  their  hands  for  the  last  three  months,  and  are  now  in  the 
same  state  as  when  sent  to  them.  This  makes  me  fear  that  I 
shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  employing  one  of  our  own  men, 


who  is  a  gunsmith. 


Should  it  be  so  I  shall  endeavour  to  engage 


him  upon  the  same  terms  with  the  people  of  that  description 
employ'd  at  the  different  divisions,  which  will,  I  hope,  meet  with 
their  Lordships'  approbation. 

The  Governor  has  informed  me  that  he  will  order  the  detach- 
ment to  be  compleated  from  the  party  of  marines  serving  on 
board  the  Supply,  armed  tender.  If  he  does  before  the  ships  sail 
their  Lordships  will  see  it  by  the  general  return. 

T  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  paper  supplied  for  the  use  of  the 
detachment  is  so  spungy  and  of  so  inferior  a  quality  as  to  be 
almost  totally  useless  from  its  having  got  damped  and  mildew'd 
upon  the  passage.  I  therefore  request  that  their  Lordships  will 
please  to  order  me  to  be  supplied  with  those  articles  of  a  better 
quality,  and  some  of  a  larger  kind  than  what  was  sent  before. 

With  this  letter  I  transmit  for  their  Lordships'  information  a 
copy  of  the  effective  list  for  the  last  quarter,  a  general  return  of 
the  detachment,  and  an  account  of  the  issues  and  remains  of  the 
quarter-master's  stores.* 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Dear  Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  16th  Nov.,  1788. 

In  the  box  which  contains  my  despatches,  on  board  the 
Golden  Grove,  I  have  put  up  some  flax,  as  received  from  Nor- 

*  Note  by  transcriber : — "  Name  of  R.  Ross  omitted,  though  from  him  direct." 
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folk  Islaiul.     1  have  before  ol)sei-ved  they  have  no  person  who       1788 
understands  how  to  manage  it.     There  is  likewise  a  small  box     16  Nov. 
with  sand,  which  I  suppose  to  contain  blacklead.     One  paper  in 
that  box  contains  what  was  in  as  strong  a  tire  as  we  could  make 
for  twenty-four  hours,  but  did  not  melt.      I  have  sent  a  small  ^ji^j'^j^^aT'Jfnd 
quantity  by  the  Fishburn    to   Sir  Joseph    Banks.        Here   is  a  vegetable. 
tree,  of  which  we  have  whole  forests,  from  the  leaves  of  which  is 
distilled  an  essential  oil  that  appears  to  be  equal  to  oil  of  pepper- 
mint.*     The  returns  of  the  detachment,   state  of  the  sick,  and 
quantity  of  provisions  in  store  for  the  detachment  and  convicts 
(not  including  the   ships'  companies  of  the  Sirius  and  Supply, 
who  nuist  Ije  hereafter  victualled  from  the  store),  are  inclosed. f 

Two  lower  yards  were  cut  at  Norfolk  Island  for  the  two  store-  Spars, 
ships,  and  the  masters  have  my  directions  to  deliver  them  at 
Deptford  Yard.     By  those  spars  they  will  be  able  to  determine 
the  quality  of  the  wood. 

I  have  mentioned  the  situation  of  Lieutenant  King,  who  is  the 
Commandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  in  my  former  letters  to  Lord 
Sydney  and  yourself  ;  and  you  will  now  permit  me  to  mention  Mr. 
Jamison,  the  surgeon,  who  is  surgeon's  first  mate  of  the  Sirius.  Sui-freon 
He  is  a  very  good  man,  and  if  the  surgeon  was  to  die  would 
lose  his  chance  of  promotion  ■  at  the  same  time,  if  the  Sirius 
leaves  the  station,  he  would  not  be  entitled  to  any  pay  from  the 
Navy  Board.     At  present  he  has  only  the  pay  of  surgeon's  mate. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  17th  November,  1788.  17  Nov 

The  flax  contained  in  this  box  is  from  Norfolk  Island. 
I  have  mentioned  in  my  former  letters  the  want  of  a  person  Nm-foik 
that  understands    the  preparing  and   manufacture  of    flax.      If 
properly  dressed,  I  think  it  would  be  superior  to  any  that  grows 
in  Europe. 

Of  the  cotton  seed  brought  from  England  \ery  little  vegetated. 

I  have,  &c., 
. A.  Phillip. 

Major  Ross  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Marine  Quarters,  Sydney  Cove, 
Sir,  New  South  Wales,  18th  Nov.,  1788.  is  Nov. 

I  have  to  infonn  you,  for  their  Loi'dships'  information,  that 
since  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  the  criminal  court  have  acquitted 

*  See  note  to  memo,  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     Post,  p.  283. 

t  In  the  return  of  the  civil  establishment  enclosed  eleven  ofBcersare  mentioned,  including 
Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Jud'^e-Advocate,  cha])!ain,  conmiissary,  surgeon,  surveyor- 
^'eneral,  three  assistant  surgeons,  and  acting  provost-marshal.  The  military  force  I'onsisted 
of  1(!0  privates,  major,  two  captains,  two  captain-lieutenants,  eight  first  lieutenants,  three 
second  lieutenants,  adjutant  second  lieutenant,  quarter-master  first  lieutenant,  and 
Judge- Advocate  (David  Collins). 


220  HISTORICAL    RECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 

^'''88       the  marines  (that  were  tried)  of  willful  murder,  and  brought  it  in 
IS  Nov.      manslaughter,  and   have   sentenced  them  to  two  hundred  lashes 
each.  I  have,  &c., 

R.   Ross,   Major. 

Mr.  D.  Considen*  to  Sir  Joseph  Baxks.    (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir,  Port  Jackson,  Nov.  18,  1788. 

From  the  intimacy  v.'hich  subsisted  between  you  and  my 
friend,  Capt.  Charles  Hamilton,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  send- 
ing home  some  birds  and  a  kangaroo  skin,  properly  stuffed,  to  your 
care,  to  be  forwarded  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  At  the  same 
time  I  beg  your  acceptance  of  five  birds  and  a  kangaroo  skin — all 
properly  prepared  and  stuffed.  I  have  likewise  sent  two  living 
opossums  (one  for  you,  the  other  for  Captain  Hamilton),  and  two 

Animals  and  beautiful  paroquets  alive  (one  for  Mrs.  Charles  Hamilton,  the 
other  for  your  daughter).  I  sincerely  wish  they  may  reach  you 
safe.  Understanding  you  were  a  naturalist  as  well  as  a  botanist, 
I  have  sent  you  some  beetles,  viz.,  tAvo  species  from  S.  America, 
and  some  flowei'-seeds  (such  as  I  could  at  present  collect  in  this 
country),  and  specimens  of  two  sorts  of  gum,  the  production  of 
this  country,  the  one  red  and  the  other  yellow.  The  first  is  the 
red  astringent  gum  well-known  in   England ;  the   other,  I  have 

Gnm.  taken  the  liberty  of  naming  the  balsam  to  be  of  New  South  Wales. 

These  I  have  used  medicinally,  and  found  them  to  answer  my  most 

Sweet  tea.  sanguine  expectations.  I  have  sent  you  some  of  the  sweet  teaf  of 
this  country,  which  I  recommend,  and  is  generally  used  by  the 
marines  and  convicts.  As  such  it  is  a  good  anti-scorbutic,  as  well 
as  a  substitute  for  that  which  is  more  costly. 

This  country  produces  a  variety  of  flowers  and  shrubs  totally 
unknown  in  Europe,  and  five  or  six  species  of  wild  myrtle,  some  of 
which  I  have  sent  to  you  dried.  An  infusion  of  the  leaves  of  one 
sort  is  a  mild  and  safe  astringent  in  the  dysentery.     We  have  a 

Flowers  and  large   peppermint-tree,   which    is    equal,    if    not  superior,   to    our 

s.         English  peppermint.     I  have  sent  you  a  .specimen  of  it.     If  there 

is  any  merit  in  applying  these  and  many  otlier  simples  to    the 

benefit  of  the  poor  wretches  here,  I  certainly  claim  it,   being  the 

first  who  discovered  and  recommended  them. 

Many  of  the  shrubs  are  now  in  bloom,  and  many  more  have  not 
yet  ripened  their  seed.  Therefore,  I  cannot  send  you  that  variety  I 
could  wish  ;  out  I  will  inake  it  my  business  during  my  residence  here 
to  send  you  some  by  every  opportunity,  should  it  be  pleasing  to  you. 
You  are  probably  surprised  I  have  not  given  you  some  account 
of  the  country,  ifec,  when  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing 
you  at  all.  For  this  I  l)eg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Capt.  Hamilton,  to 
whom  I  have  given  a  short  sketch  of  it,  together  with  my  opinion. 

*  Assistant  Surgeon. 

+  The  native  sarsajiarilla.     The  herb  is  a  common  article  of  trade  amongst  Sydney  herba- 
lists.— Maiden's  "Useful  Plants  of  Australia,"  p.  203. 
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I  bad  forgot  to  say  that  the  red  gum  is  produced  by  two  very       1783 
difterent  sorts  of  trees,  and  that  the  yellow  gum  is  the  production     18 Nov. 
of  a  small  tree  of  the  palmette  kind,  the  seed  of  which  I  have  sent  Red  aiid 
to  you.      It  grows  on   a   stalk  from  6  to  12  feet  long,  and  very  yellow  gum. 
much  resembling  a  cane,  out  of  the  centre  of  the  top  of  the  tree, 
which  is  from  3  to  7  feet  high,  and  the  circumference  from  18  to 
24  inches;  the  external  surface  appears  as  if  burned,  but  upon 
examination  it  is  only  a  black  vein,  which,  if  powdered,  becomes 
of  a  red  colour.  1  am,  &c., 

r>.    CONSIDEN. 

Memo,  of  such  things  as  I  have  sent  to  you  and  Capt.  Hamilton 
by  the  Golden  Grove,  transport,  of  London,  Wm.  Sharp,  master: — • 

Eight  paroquets,  prepared  and  stuffed  ;  a  nameless  bird,  pre- 
pared and  stufied;  flying  squirrel,  prepared  and  stuffed ;  2  American 
beetles,  prepared  and  stuffed;  some  seeds,  all  in  one  box;  2  live 
paroquets,  in  a  cage  ;  2  live  opossums,  male  and  female ;  2  kan- 
garoo skrus,  stuffed ;  and  some  of  the  native  spears. 


Extract  from  a  letter  written  by  an  ofiBcer  of  the  marines,  dated 
Port  Jackson,  18th  November,  1788  (Banks  Papers).* 

Havixg  experienced  a  long  tho'  favourable  voyage  from  England, 
we  arrived  at  Botany  Bay  on  the  20th  of  January  last,  where  we 
expected  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  colony,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  Botany  Bay 
the  country  for  several  miles  round  the  bay  does  not  afford  a  spot  ^^isappoiiit- 
large  enough  for  a  cabbage  garden  fit  for  cultivation.      The  bay 
itself  is  beautiful  and  capacious,  but  open  to  the  south-east  winds 
which  prevail  there  at  a  certain  season.      It  is  surrounded  with 
rocks,  sandhills,  and  swamps,  all  which  are  covered  as  thick  as  you 
can  possibly  imagine  with  trees  and  underwood.     You  may  easily 
suppose  our  disappointment  was  great  in    having   our   sanguine 
hopes    so    soon    frustrated ;    however,    during    our    dilemma    his 
Excellency  the  Governor  explored  the  coast  to  the  northward,  and 
in  a  few  days  returned  with  the  pleasing  account  of  having  dis- 
covered the  finest  harbour  in  the  world,  viz.,  Port  Jackson,  so  Poit  Jack- 
named    by    Capt.   Cook.      On  the  following  morning  we  quitted  ®°"" 
Botany  Bay  wich  pleasure,  and  anchored  in  Sidney  Cove,  Port 
Jackson,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

Port  Jackson  is,  without  doubt,  the  finest  harbour  in  the  known  Thn  "finest 
world.      It  extends  from  15  to  20  miles  into  the  country,  forming  the  worW." 
beautiful  bays  and  coves  on  every  side,  with  deep  water  everywhere 
for  ships  of   any  burthen.      Sidney  Cove,  which    is  the  seat  of 
Government,  is  5  miles  within  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.     The 
country  all  round  the  harbor  is  similar  to  that  of  Botany  Bay, 
only  more  rocky,  some  few  spots  excepted,  which  may  admit  of 
cultivation  with  a  deal    of  labor.      The  soil  is  in  general  sandy,  Sandy  soil, 
and  no  fresh-water  river  or  spring  has  as  yet  been  discovered ;  some  water 

*  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  handwriting. 


99-7 


HISTOMCAL    RECORDS    OF    NEW    SOrTH   WALES. 


1788 

18  Nov. 


Lightning 
and  nun. 


Native 
animals. 


Birds 


Trees  and 
shrubs. 


Iron. 


The  natives. 


still,  fresli  water  is  found  in  many  places,  -which  is  only  the  over- 
flowing of  swamps,  consequently  can't  be  very  wholesome.  It  has 
on  our  arrival  here,  and  still  does  occasion,  many  complaints,  such 
as  dysentery  and  worms.  The  climate  is  tine  and  temperate,  and 
seems  to  be  considerably  influenced  by  the  moon,  as  we  have  a 
deal  of  thunder  and  lightning  at  every  change  of  that  planet, 
besides  torrents  of  rain.  The  lightning  has  done  some  damage  by 
killing  all  the  sheep  belonging  to  the  Lieut. -Govr.  and  others. 
"We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  rain  in  the  months  of  June,  July, 
and  part  of  August,  whicli  seem  to  constitute  the  rainy  season 
here. 

The  country,  as  far  as  we  know,  produces  few  quadrupeds.  The 
largest  is  the  kangaroo.  They  make  use  of  their  hind  legs  only 
in  jumping  or  escaping  from  their  enemies.  The  female  carries 
and  nurses  its  young  in  the  pouch  under  its  belly.  The  opossum 
is  next  in  size.  They  are  easily  tamed,  and  eat  anything.  There 
are  flying  squirrels,  a  spotted  animal  of  the  cat  kind,  but  larger- 
bodied,  extremely  destructive  to  fowls,  and  three  sorts  of  rats  ; 
the  kangaroo  rat,  whicli  partakes  of  that  animal ;  the  flying  rat, 
which,  by  the  assistance  of  its  bushy  tail,  flies  from  tree  to  tree, 
which  are  numerous  and  very  troublesome.  These  are  all  the 
quadrupeds  Ave  have  seen  here  yet,  except  the  native  dogs,  some 
of  which  are  large,  and  seem  to  be  of  the  fox  kind. 

The  birds  are  not  so  numerous  as  you  would  expect  in  a  wild 
country,  but  very  beautifull  in  general,  especialy  those  of  the 
parrot  tribe.  The  ostrich  is  here,  and  the  black  swan  ;  one  of  each 
has  been  killed,  and  several  seen  besides.  Many  other  birds,  large 
and  small,  which  I  can't  describe.  Twelve  miles  from  this  settle- 
ment I  have  shot  wild  ducks,  pigeons,  and  quails. 

The  country  produces  five  or  six  kinds  of  trees,  two  of  which  pro- 
duce the  same  sort  of  gum,  viz.,  a  red  astringent  gum  well  known 

oTow  to  an  amazing  size,  but  are 
The  only  tree  fit  for  building  or 
any  other  use  is  the  fir-tree,  and  even  that  is  bad.  There  are  here 
many  shrubs,  plants,  and  flowers  totally  unknown  in  Europe, 
some  of  which  have  been  used  medicinally  with  success  by  our 
surgeon,  Mr.  Considen,  particularly  the  yellow  gum,  as  a  substitute 
for  balsam  of  tolu. 

There  is  neither  ore  nor  mineral  as  yet  found,  except  iron, 
which  is  very  common,  and  a  small  portion  of  copper. 

The  natives  do  not  appear  numerous,  but  the  most  wretched  of 
the  human  race.  They  are  dressed  in  nature's  garb,  subsist 
cheifly  on  fish  and  roots  we  ai'e  unacquainted  with.  They  inhabit 
cheifly  the  cavities  of  rocks  and  trees  ;  their  miserable  huts,  which 
are  few,  are  constructed  of  the  bark  of  trees.  They  do  not  wish 
to  cultivate  our  acquaintance  or  friendship.  They  are  treacherous, 
for  they  have  murtherd  several  of  the  convicts  and  one  marine, 


in  England. 


scarce   worth  cutting  down. 
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besides  wounding  many  more.      Indeed,  tliey  attack  every  person       1788 
they  meet  unarmed,  and  appear  civil  to  all  those  they  meet  armed,      is  Nov. 
This  is  what   induces    me  to  call  them  treacherous.     They  have 
spears  which  they  use  in  tishing  and  in  impaling  their  enemies, 
besides  stone  hatchets  and  chizels. 

The  kangaroo  is  a  very  timid  animal,  incredibly  strong  for  its  The 
size,  and  can  jump  faster  than  a  horse  can  run.      Its  flesh  is  not  kangaroo, 
bad  eating,  something  like  coarse  mutton. 

Having  given  you  a  sketch  of  the  country,  I  shall  leave  you  to 
form  your  own  opinion  of  it.  At  the  same  time  I  beg  to  give 
mine,  which  is,  that  it  will  never  answer  the  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment, for  two  reasons  :  first,  because  it  is  at  too  great  a  distance 
from  every  trading  country  ;  and  secondly,  it  will  never  make  any 
return  to  the  mother  country,  nor  can  it  support  itself  independent 
of  the  mother  country  these  twenty  years.  I  could  adduce  many 
other  reasons  besides  these. 

I  shall  now  say  a  few  words  about  the  internal  management  of 
affairs  in  this  country.  About  six  months  ago  only  it  was  for- 
tunately discovered  that  there  was  not  above  eight  months'  flour  in 
the  colony.  The  consequence  was  that  a  council  was  convened, 
and  the  vSirius  ordered  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  a  supply  of 
that  necessary  commodity  and  the  rations  lessened.  It  was  like-  scarcity 
wise  judged  necessary  by  his  Excellency  to  order  a  detachment  of  "^^^'^■ 
marines  and  convicts  to  a  place  about  14  miles  distant  to  cultivate 
the  land,  which  is  thought  by  those  who  pretend  to  understand  it 
to  be  better  soil  and  easier  of  cultivation  than  any  nearer  to  us. 
However  plausible  this  may  appear,  still  the  detachment  is  not  yet 
gone  (a  few  convicts  excepted),  and  the  season  so  far  advanced 
that  it  is  impossible  they  can  raise  grain  time  enough  to  prevent 
the  impending  danger  in  case  any  accident  should  happen  to  the 
^irius. 

An  elegant  bi-ick  house  is  built  for  the  Governor,  and  another 
of  hewn  stone  for  the  Lieut.-Govr.  A  hospital  was  began  on  our  i"ents.^^ 
arrival  here,  and  is  not  yet  half-flnished,  nor  flt  to  receive  an  object. 
Two  store-houses  were  bungled  up,  and  are  now  in  a  tottering 
condition.  Private  convenience  is  the  chief  study,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  add  that  neither  order,  mode,  nor  regularity  has  appeared  in  any 
department  in  this  colony.  About  four  months  since  every  gentle-  0^^"^°^ 
man  had  a  grant  of  two  acres  of  land,  and  a  labourer  to  clear  and 
cultivate  them.  I  can  assure  you  that  my  brother  ofticers  and 
myself  have  been  at  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expence  to  effect 
this,  and  now,  when  we  were  likely  to  reap  the  fruit  of  our  labour, 
the  men  are  taken  from  us  to  be  sent  with  the  detachment  above 
mentioned,  and  I  myself  am  ordered  on  the  same  service.  We  have 
been  here  between  nine  and  ten  months,  and  we  are  not  as  yet  all 
hutted.  You  will  hardly  believe  me  when  I  say  that  we  ourselves 
have  been  obliged  for  the  want  of  assistance  to  cut  thatch  and 


224 


HISTORICAL    RECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 


1788 

18  Nov. 

No  proper 
d\velliii''s. 


Comment 
by  Sir 
Joseph 
Banks. 


1789 

3  Jan. 


wattles  for  our  hntts,  and  now  that  I  have  nearly  compleated  mine 
I  must  quit  it,  and  willingly  obey  orders.  I  have  lived  in  a 
marquee  since  I  arrived  here,  and  am  likely  to  continue  it  much 
longer.  We  have  labor'd  incessantly  since  we  arrived  here  to 
raise  all  sorts  of  vegetables,  and  even  at  this  distant  period  we 
can  barely  suj^ply  our  tables,  his  Excellency's  not  excepted.  This, 
together  with  the  miserable  state  of  the  natives  and  scarcity  of 
animals,  are  convincing  proofs  of  the  badness  of  the  country.  You 
will,  no  doubt,  have  a  flattering  public  account,  but  you  may  rely 
upon  what  I  have  advanced.  Every  gentleman  here,  two  or  three 
excepted,  concur  with  me  in  opinion,  and  sincerely  wish  that  the 
expedition  may  be  recalled." 

Note  hy  Sir  Joseph  Banks  : — N.B. — It  would  not  be  prudent  to 
rely  wholly  upon  what  this  gent  has  advanced,  especially  in  that  part 
of  his  letter  that  speaks  of  the  quantity  of  Hour  in  the  colony.  The 
public  return  of  provision,  dated  ISTov'r  16th,  1788,  is  as  follows  : — 

Months.  Months. 

Beef  and  pork  ...         20  Butter L3 

Flour  aud  rice  ...         IS  Pease  ...         ...         ...         16 


The  Sirius 

leaves 

Sydney. 


The  Cape 
Horn  route. 


Scurvy 


Captain  Hunter  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sirius,  in  Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Sir,  3rd  January,  1789. 

His  Excellency  M.  Van  de  Graave,*  Governor  of  this  settle- 
ment, having,  upon  my  arrival  here,  very  politely  offer'd  an  im- 
mediate conveyance  to  Europe  for  any  dispatches  I  might  have 
to  forward,  I  therefore  embrace  that  opportunity  of  informing 
my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  from  his  Excellency  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.,  Governor  of 
his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales,  &c.,  <tc.,  a  copy  of 
which  I  send  enclosed,  together  with  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
ship,!  I  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  on  that  coast,  in  his  Majesty's 
ship  Sirius,  under  my  command,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  1788 ; 
but  Governor  Phillip  having  declined  to  direct  by  what  rout  I 
should  perform  the  voyage,  I  judged  that  at  that  season  of  the 
year  the  rout  to  the  eastward,  by  Caj^e  Horn,  promised  fairest 
for  an  expeditious  passage;  I  therefore  steered  for  the  South  Cape 
of  New  Zealand,  which  I  passed  on  the  12th,  and  made  the  coast 
of  Terra  del  Fuego  on  the  26th  November.  The  weather  off  Cape 
Horn,  altho'  the  summer  was  well  advanced,  was  so  exceedingly 
cold,  occasioned  by  the  vast  mountains  of  ice  which  we  daily  fell 
in  with,  that  the  sliip's  company,  who  had  been  upon  salt  pro- 
visions ever  since  we  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  outward  bound, 
and  without  any  kind  of  vegitable,  fell  down  very  fast  with  the 
scurvy.  I  arrived  in  this  bay  on  the  1st  January,  1789,  having 
buryed  three  seamen  on  the  passage. 


*  In  other  despatches  the  name  is  given  as  Von  Graaffe.      \  The  enclosures  are  not  recorded. 
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On  the  clay  I  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  the  ship  sprung  a  leak,       1789 
which  admitted  2  feet  4  inches  water  in  the  four  hours,  but  as      3  jan. 
before  my  arrival  here  we  had  discovered  it  to  be  about  two  or  ^  ^^~^ 
three  feet  below  the  wale,  starboard  side,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
have  it  stoped  before  I  sail  on  my  return  to  the  coast  of  New 
South  Wales. 

I  transmit  by  this  opportunity  a  box  containing  dispatches 
from  Governor  Phillip,  directed  to  Lord  Sydney,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretarys  of  State.  On  the  12th  of  July 
last  four  transports*  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Shortland  Transports, 
sailed  from  Port  Jackson  for  Europe.  They  took  tlieir  route  to 
the  northward,  and  might  possibly  have  called  at  Batavia.  They 
have  not  touched  here ;  I  therefore  imagine  they  may  have  passed 
on  to  St.  Helena  and  water'd  there  on  their  way  home. 

I  think  it  necessary,  in  case  Governor  Phillip's  dispatches  by 
the  above  transports  should  not  arrive  before  this  may  reach  the 
Admiralty,  to  mention  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships 
that  the  harbour  of  Port  Jackson,  which  is  about  4  leagues  to 
the  northward  of  Botany  Bay,  having  been  examined  and  found 
a  safe,  extensive,  and  commodious  harbour,  the  Governor  had 
fixed  the  seat  of  Government  there,  instead  of  Botany  Bay.  Its  Botany 
latitude  is  33"  50'  and  its  longitude  151°  25'  Et.  of  meridian  of  ^'''^'''■'*^'* 
Greenwich.  The  three  transports  chartered  by  the  East  India 
Company  for  Chinaf  were  discharged,  and  left  Port  Jackson  on 
the  6th  May  last ;  two  of  the  store-ships  remained  when  I  sailed, 
and  would  be  ready  to  sail  for  Europe  about  three  weeks  after 
my  departure. 

As  no  part  of  the  service  on  which  I  came  to  this  place  J  is  yet 
in  any  forwardness  I  cannot  give  their  Lordships  any  informa- 
tion upon  it,  but  will  leave  an  account  of  my  jjroceedings  to  be 
forwax-ded  fi'om  hence  after  my  departure,  if  no  opportunity 
should  offer  before  I  sail.  I  am,  &c., 

Jxo.  Hunter. 

Captain  Hunter  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sirius,  Table  Bay,  Cape  Good  Hope, 
Sir,  20th  January,  1789.  20Jan 

Upon  my  arrival  in  this  bay  an  opportunity  ofFer'd,  of 
which  I  availed  myself,  and  wrote  you  for  the  information  of  tlieir 
Lordships,  signifying  the  service  I  came  here  upon,  and  enclosing 
a  copy  of  my  orders  from  his  Excellency  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.  In 
that  letter,  which  was  dated  the  3rd  instant,  and  goes  by  way  of 
Holland,  I  mentioned  that  four  of  the  transports  which  carried 
out  the  convicts  to  the  coast  of  New  South  AVales  had  sailed  fi-om 
Port  Jackson  in  the  middle  of  July  last,  under  the  command  of  pons.™'"* 

*  Alexander,  Prince  of  Wales,  Friendship,  and  Borrowdale.      Post,  p.  2-'6. 

t  Scarboroiigli,  Charlotte,  and  Lady  Penrhyn. 

J  Hunter  was  sent  to  the  Cape  for  supplies.    Aute,  p.  188. 
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Ships  in 
distress. 


Great 
mortality. 

A  transport 
scuttled. 


The  sick 
recovering. 


Plan  of  Port 
Jackson 


Boats 
wanted 


Lieut.  Shortland,  the  agent  of  transports,  but  that  they  had  not 
touched  here  on  their  way  home.  Having  since  the  date  of  the 
above  letter  received  some  accounts  of  those  ships,  I  judged  it 
necessary  to  trouble  their  Lordships  with  such  information  as  I 
had  collected,  and  which  has  been  so  particularly  told  me  that  I 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  its  authenticity.  A  Dutch  East 
India  ship  arrived  here  lately  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  officers  of 
which  inform'd  me  that  two  ships  arrived  there  seperately  from 
the  east  coast  of  New  Holland  in  so  very  distressed  a  condition  by 
sickness  and  the  death  of  many  of  their  seamen  that  it  became 
necessary  for  the  boats  which  boarded  them  to  stay  and  bring 
their  ships  to  an  anchor  and  to  hand  their  sails.  Those  two  ships, 
from  the  very  particular  description  given  of  them,  are,  no  doubt, 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Borrowdale. 

A  Dutch  frigate  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Batavia,  by  the 
officers  of  which  T  am  informed  that  Lieutenant  8hortland  had 
arrived  at  that  port  in  the  end  of  November,  also  in  very  great 
distress  by  sickness  ;  that  out  of  the  two  ships  which  were  together 
(Alexander  and  Friendship)  they  had  lost  so  many  of  their  people 
that  it  became  necessary  to  destroy  one  ship  to  man  the  other  ;  the 
crews  of  Vjoth  were  put  on  board  the  Alexander  and  the  Friendship 
was  sunk  ;  and  that  the  Alexander,  when  she  came  into  the  road 
of  Batavia,  was  so  sickly  as  to  require  the  assistance  of  other 
ships  to  hand  their  sails  and  secure  the  ship,  but  when  this  frigate 
sailed  (13th  Decemr.)  their  sick  were  recovering  fast,  and  the 
Alexander  had  been,  by  the  assistance  given  them  from  other 
ships,  re-fitted  and  put  in  a  state  for  sea,  so  that  I  think  it 
probable  Lieutenant  Shortland  may  arrive  here  before  I  sail  on 
ray  return  to  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales. 

As  Mr.  Shortland  is  charged  with  Governor  Phillip's  dispatches, 
duplicates  of  which  I  think  were  on  board  the  Friendship,  with 
which  are  several  copys  of  the  plan  of  Port  Jackson,  it  is  not 
probable  that  their  Lordships  can  be  in  possession  of  any  sketch 
of  that  harbour  until  his  arrival.  I  have,  therefore,  reduced  the 
original  scale  upon  which  the  harbour  was  done  for  the  convenience 
of  the  present  conveyance,  and  send  by  this  opportunity  a  copy  of  it. 

I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  the  service  upon  which  I  came  here  so 
soon  executed  as  I  at  first  expected,  chiefly  for  want  of  boats. 
Governor  Phillip  having  found  it  necessary  to  keep  the  Sirius's 
long-boat  and  a  smaller  boat  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  which 
reduced  ovir  number  to  two  six-oar'd  cutters,  and  there  is  much 
difficixlty  in  getting  craft  to  hire,  owing  to  the  great  number  of 
ships  in  the  bay  at  this  time.  I  am,  tfec, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — This  letter  and  the  sketch  of  Port  Jackson  I  put  under 
the  care  of  Lieut.  Chevalier,  of  his  Maj.'s  15th  Hanoverian  Regt., 
who  has  promised  to  deliver  them  at  the  Admiralty  Office  himself. 
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Captain  Hunter  to  Secretary  Stephens.  I'SQ 

Sirius,  Table  Bay,  Cape  Good  Hope,  is  Feb. 

Sir,  18th  February,  1789. 

I  beg  you  will  ])e  pleased  to  inform  their  Lordships  [the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty]  that,  having  compleated  the  victualling 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  to  twelve  months,  and 
taken  on  board  :\n  additional  quantity  of  flour  for  the  use  of  his 
Majesty's  settlement  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  I  shall 
immediately  proceed  on  my  return  to  that  coast. 

On  the  20th  ult'o  I  took  the  opportunity  of  an  oflicer  in  his 
Majesty's  service  I'eturning  from  the  East  Indies  to  England  to 
write  you  a  few  lines  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships,  in 
which  I  mention'd  certain  accounts  Avhich  I  had  received  from  a 
Dutcli  frigate  from  Batavia,  resj^ecting  two  of  the  transports  Tlie  trans- 
which  left  Port  Jackson  in  July  last  under  the  command  of  P'''^^ 
Lieutenant  Shorthand,  the  agent,  who  arrived  here  last  night  in 
the  Alexander,  transport,  and  confirms  the  intelligence  I  gave 
their  Lordships  in  that  letter,  and  by  whom  I^ shall  forward  this 
to  England. 

I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  stop  in  a  great  degree  the  leak,  The  Sinus 
which  I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  the  ship  had  sprung  on  the 
day  I  left  Port  Jackson,  but  as  I  imagine  we  shall  be  subject  to 
such  accidents  frequently  from  the  apparent  cause  of  the  last  leak 
(holes  left  by  the  decay  of  a  bolt  and  some  large  spikes  which 
fasten'd  on  the  skirting  board  under  the  wales)  which  gave  way 
by  the  working  of  the  ship,  I  shall  request  permission  from 
Captain  Phillip  on  my  arrival  at  Port  Jackson  to  lighten  and  To  be 
examine  the  ship  as  far  as  I  can  below  the  water,  for  I  find  by 
the  v.-arrant  ofiicers,  who  have  been  many  years  in  the  Sirius,  that 
the  copper  has  not  been  taken  off  her  bottom  since  she  was  first 
employed  as  an  arnid  store-ship,*  which  is  now  between  eiglit  and 
nine  years. 

I  have  been  able  since  my  arrival  in  this  bay,  as  will  appear  by  Recmiiii-.g. 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  ship  enclosed,   to  compleat  the 
slap's  company  Avith  British  subjects,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are 
in  great  numbers   here,  almost   every  foreign   ship  which  arrives 
liaving  some  on  l)oar(l.      The  Supply,  arm'd  tender,  being  short  of 
complement  when    I    sailed,   I  have   taken  on   board  a  certain 
number  to  compleat  her ;  but  I  must  beg  leave   to  trouble  their 
Lordships  with  an  account  of  certain  difficulties  which  attend  the 
management  of  this  business  by  taking  his  Majesty's  subjects  English 
out  of  foreign  sliips  here,  wliere  there  is  no  consul  to   settle  such  f°,^f'"re"„n 
matters.      In  conse(juence  of  a  letter  I  received  from  a  number  of  siiips. 
English  seamen  serving  in  a  Dutch   East  India  shij^,  requesting 
that  they  might  be  taken  under  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's 
flag,  I  made  application  to  the  Governor  for  the  men.     After  some 

'  She  was  then  called  the  Berwi'k.    Ante,  p.  24. 
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Wages 
unpaid. 


1'''89  time  and  farther  application  from  me,  the  men  were  sent  to 
18  Feb.  prison  and  treated  rather  harshly,  at  which  I  expressed  my 
surprise,  and  sent  an  officer  to  demand  their  release.  The  men 
were  liberated  and  brought  on  board,  but  as  they  had  wages  due 
to  a  considerable  amount,  I  also  made  application  for  that,  but 
was  told  it  could  not  be  paid.  How  far  it  is  recoverable  I  confess 
myself  ignorant,  for  they  have  not  given  security  to  the  people. 
This  difficulty  in  recovering  wages  will,  when  generally  known 
amongst  seamen,  be  a  means  probably  of  disposing  them  rather 
to  remain  in  the  foreign  ships  than  to  offer  themselves  to  his 
Majesty's  with  the  certainty  of  loosing  all  the  pay  which  may  be 
due  to  them  ;  and  altho'  the  commanders  of  King's  ships  can 
demand  British  subjects  from  a  foreign  service,  yet  when  it  is 
against  the  consent  of  the  men  themselves,  they  fly  to  tlie 
Subterfuge,  subterfuge  of  calling  themselves  Americans,  which  I  find  is  very 
common,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  detect  such  an  imposition. 

I  am,  <kc., 
Jxo.  Hunter. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 


20  Feb. 


Official 
complica- 
tions. 


Sir, 


Major  Ross 
and  the 
Judge- 
Advocate. 


Sydney  Cove,  February  20th,  1789. 
The  present  situation  of  this   colony  renders  it  necessary 
to  state  the  following  pai'ticulars,  and  which  you  will  please  to 
communicate  to  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lord  Sydney. 

When  on  the  death  of  Captain  Shea,  who  died  the  2nd  of  Feb., 
1789,  Major  Ross,  as  commandant  of  the  detachment,  came  to 
inform  me  of  that  event,  I  observed  to  him  that  First  Lieut. 
George  Johnston,  then  doing  duty  as  my  Adjutant  of  Orders 
(and  who  was  then  present),  would  of  course  succeed  to  the  capt.- 
lieutcy.  whicli  then  became  vacant,  as  being  the  oldest  first 
lieutenant  in  the  detachment,  and  that  I  should  in  future  do  with- 
out an  adjutant,  as  there  were  so  few  officers.  No  direct  answer 
was  given  by  Major  Ross,  who  left  me,  and  sending  for  the 
Judge- Advocate  offered  him  the  company  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Capt.  Shea,  telling  him  he  was  directed  so  to  do  by  Lord 
Howe,  and  that  if  he  accepted  the  comy.  he  was  to  give  up  the 
appointment  of  Judge- Advocate  to  the  detachment.  This  offer 
being  declined,  any  interference  on  my  part  was  unnecessary  ; 
but  as  a  circumstance  of  this  kind  may  happen  in  future,  I  beg 
leave  to  observe  that  if  the  Judge- Advocate  had  accepted  of  the 
company  he  must  have  given  up  the  appointment  of  Judge- 
Advocate  to  the  settlement,  for  he  could  not  possibly  have 
attended  to  that  chai-ge,  siipposing  he  had  always  remain'd  at 
head-quarters,  but  which  could  not  have  been  the  case,  for  the 
captains  relieve  each  other  every  three  months  at  Rose  Hill  ; 
therefore,  if  officers  who  may  be  sent  out  in  civil  employs  are  at 
liberty  to  resign  the  place  they  hold  when  any  vacancy  happens 
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in  the  detachment,  the  colony,  in  its  present  situation,  may  lose  an       1789 
otticer  who  is  immediately  necessary,  and  who,  as  in  the  present      20  Feb. 
instance,    cannot   be   replaced ;    nor  is  there  any  officer  in  this 
settlement  so  absolutely  necessary  as  the  Judge- Advocate,   who 
likewise  acts  as  a  Justice  of  Peace,   and  which  employs  a  very 
considerable  part  of  his  tune. 

When  this  circumstance  is  laid  before  Lord  Sydney,   I  doubt  The  civu 
not  but  his  Lordship  will  see  that  the  civil  Government  of  this  vursu"tife" 
colony  may  be  very  materially  atlected  by  directions  of  such   a  military. 
nature  being  given  to  the  commandant  of  the  detachment,  and  by 
him  carried  into  execution  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
the  Governor,  and  which  I  presume  never  was  intended  by  Lord 
Howe.      The  tirst  information  I  received  of  any  such  offer  being 
intended  was  from  the  Judge- Advocate's  saying  that  he  would 
not  accept  the  offer. 

I  was  the  next  day  told  by  Major  Ross  that  he  intended  to  The  Go- 
give  commissions  to  the  officers  he  promoted  in  consequence  of  MajoTRoss. 
Captn.  Shea's  death,  and  some  days  afterwards  he  came  to  ask  me 
if  his  giving  his  son  a  commission  as  a  second  lieutenant  would 
meet  with  my  approbation.  As  Major  Ross  had  not  even  at  that 
time  mentioned  his  having  offer'd  the  company  to  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  or  made  any  reference  to  me  respecting  the  filling  up 
the  vacancys,  I  desired  he  would  excuse  me  from  giving  any 
approbation  to  that  appointment  in  particular. 

Captain  Lieut.  Meredith  as  succeeding  to  the  vacant  company,  New- 
First  Lieut.  Geo.  Johnston  succeeding  him  as  capt. -lieutenant. 
Second  Lieut.  R.  Clark  succeeding  to  the  first  lieutcy.,  and 
A.  J.  Ross  (who  appears  in  the  returns  as  a  volunteer  doing  duty 
without  pay)  as  being  appointed  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
detachment,  were  afterwards  presented  to  me  as  such  by  their 
commandant.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Memorandum  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 
The  following  memorandum,  written  upon  a  small  piece  of  paper, 
has  been  found  in  the  Brabourne  Collection.    The  handwriting 
is  that  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  : — 

Feb.  1789. 
I   could  not  take  office  and  do  my  duty  to .  the   colony.      My  gjr  Joseph 
successor  would  naturally  oppose  my  wishes.      I  prefer,  therefore,  ^^g^^^^^g 
to  be  friendly  with  both  sides. 


commis- 
sions. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Under  Secretary  Nepkan. 
Sir,  London,  27th  April,  1789.  27Ap.-U. 

Concluding  that  it  will  be  thought  a  desirable  Ol)ject  to 
bring  home  for  His  Majestie's  botaiuc  garden  at  Kew  some  of 
the  many  beautifull  and  usefull  Plants  with  which  the  Country 
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1789 

27  April. 

The 

Guardian's 

lialnt-cabin. 


29  April. 


Provisions 
for  Port 
Jackson. 


Ship  to  be 
fitted  out. 


Wine  and 
live  stock  to 
)ye  boujrht. 


Artificers 
to  be  sent. 


in  the  neighborhood  of  Jackson's  Bay  is  known  to  abound,  1 
beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you,  sir,  that  if  the  tafterell  of  the  ship 
Guardian  be  fitted  for  the  reception  of  Pots,  in  the  same  manner 
as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  bounty,  and  one  Line  along  the 
sides  of  the  Great  Cabbin,  she  will  be  able,  without  any  incon- 
venience to  the  officers,  to  bring  home  a  great  number. 

If  this  plan  is  approv'd,*  I  shall  be  happy  to  pay  all  the  atten- 
tion in  my  power  to  the  Execution  of  it,  which,  as  the  Bounty  has 
been  so  lately  fitted,  cannot  be  a  matter  of  the  least  difficulty. 

I  have,  &c., 
—  Jos.  Banks. 

Lord  Sydney  to  The  Lords  of  The  Admiralty. 

My  Lords,  Whitehall,  29th  April,  1789. 

The  letters  which  have  been  received  from  Captain  Phillip, 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  representing  that  a  great  part  of 
the  provisions  sent  out  with  him  to  the  settlement  lately  madi' 
upon  that  coast  had  been  expended,  and  that  there  is  an  imme- 
diate occasion  for  a  further  supply,  together  with  certain  articles 
of  clothing,  tools,  and  implements  for  agriculture,  medicines,  (tc, 
for  the  use  of  the  convicts  now  at  that  place,  his  Majesty  has 
given  orders  that  one  of  his  ships  of  war  of  tw(^)  decks,  with  only 
her  upper  tier  of  guns,  shall  forthAvith  be  got  ready  to  carry  out 
the  said  provisions  and  stores.! 

I  inclose  to  your  Lordships  hereA\'ith  estimates  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  5 1  of  the  several  articles  which  are  supposed  to  be  indis- 
pensably necessary  on  the  present  occasion  ;  and  I  am  commanded 
to  signify  to  your  Lordships  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do 
give  orders  that  the  same  may  be  provided  and  he  pvit  on  board 
of  such  ships  as  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  may 
appoint  for  the  execution  of  that  service. 

I  am  also  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  have  been  directed  to  instruct  the  officer 
commanding  the  above-mentioned  ship  to  call  at  Teneriffe,  and 
purchase  twenty  pipes  of  wine,  and  also,  in  case  he  should  touch 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  take  on  board  as 
many  black  cattle  or  other  live  stock  as  he  can  conveniently 
accommodate,  for  the  amount  of  which  he  is  directed  to  draw  bills 
upon  your  Lordships,  which  bills  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  you 
do  discharge  whenever  they  appear,  provided  they  are  accom- 
panied by  proper  vouchers  and  certificates  that  the  articles  pur- 
chased shall  have  been  obtained  upon  moderate  terms. 

As  there  are  at  present  but  very  few  artificers  and  famiers 
amongst  the  convicts  now  in  New  South  Wales,  his  Majesty  has 
thought  it  adviseable  that  twenty-five  of  those  confined  in  the 

*  The  proposal  was  carried  out  in  a  modified  form.     Post,  p]i.  247-249. 

t  The  Guardian  was  chosen,  and  placed  under  the  commanil  of  Lieutenant  Riou. 

I  These  enclosures  are  not  recorded. 
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hulks  in  the  river  wlio  ure  likely  to  be  the  most  useful  should  be  1789 
sent  out  in  the  ship  inteiuled  to  convey  the  pr<jvisions  and  stores,  29  April, 
and  that  about  eight  or  ten  persons  should  also  be  engaged  and 
take  their  passage  in  the  said  shiji,  to  be  emj)loyed  as  ovei'seeis  of 
the  convicts.  These  measures,  I  must  inform  your  Lordshi])s, 
have  been  strongly  recommended  by  Captain  Philli]!,  particularly 
the  latter,  from  his  having  found  by  experience  that  the  c(jnvicts 
placed  as  overseers  have  not  been  able  to  enforce  their  orders  and 
carry  that  connnand  which  persons  in  a  different  situation  would 
be  likely  to  do.  His  Majesty  has,  therefore,  directed  me  to 
endeavour  to  engage  the  above-mentioned  number  of  overseers,  overseers, 
and  to  desire  that  your  Lordships  will  make  provision  for  their 
Scxlaries  (which  will  not  exceed  forty  pounds  per  annum  each),  as 
well  as  for  reimbursing  the  Naval  Department  for  the  expences 
of  their  victualling,  and  that  of  the  twenty-five  convicts  before 
mentioned,  during  their  passage  out. 

I  understand  from  Mr.  Richards,  the  contractor  for  the  con- 
victs on  board  the  Lady  Juliana,  that  after  the  supplies  necessary 
for  the  voyage  are  put  on  board  there  will  still  be  room  for  any 
article  of  provisions  or  stores  which  may  he  wanting  in  New 
South  Wales.      His  Majesty  has,   therefore,    commanded    me  to 
signify  to  your  Lordships  his  farther  pleasure  that  you  do  order 
a  proportion  of  clothing,  tools,  instruments,  medicines,  ifcc,  equal  Clothing-, 
to  one-fourth  of  the  quantity  proposed  to  be  sent  out  in  the  ship  instmments, 
of  war  to  be  put  on  board  the  Lady  Juliana,  and,  in  addition  medicines, 
thereto,  as  many  provisions  as  she  can  conveniently  stow.      The 
Lady  Juliana,  in  case  she  should  touch  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  or  the 
Cape,  ought  also  to  take  on  board  any  live  stock  which  can  with-  ^^.g  g^^^.^^ 
out    inconvenience    he    accommodated    for    the    supply   of    the 
settlement.      It  will,  tlierefore,  be  necessary  that  your  Lordshijis 
should  cause  the  superintendent  or  the  master  of  that  ship  to  be 
furnished  with  j) roper  instructions  in  that  respect  previously  to 
her  sailing,  which  I  hope  and  expect  will  shortly  take  place. 

I  am,  ttc, 

Sydney. 

P.S. — I  inclose  to  your  Lordships  an  account  of  the  several 
articles  which  Governor  Phillip  informs  me  he  has  authorized 
Ca2)tain  Hunter  to  purchase  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  wliicli  of  purchases  ai 
course  will  occasion  a  reduction  of  the  supplies  (particularly  of  ^'^o  Cape, 
the  surgeon's  necessaries)  to  be  sent  out  from  hence  in  the  ship 
now  under  dispatch.  

Secretary  Stephens  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  The 

Treasury. 
Sir,  _  Admiralty,  12th  May,  1789.  ^'^^'^y- 

Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty 
your  letter  of  the  27th  ulto.,  signifying  the  desire  of  the  Board  of 
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1789       Treasury  that  their  Lordships  would  recommend  a  lieutenant  of 

12  May.     the  Navy  proper  to  proceed  as  a  superintendant  on  board  the  Lady 

SupeTinten-  Juliana,    transport,    going  with   convicts   to   New    South  Wales, 

dent.  under  such  regulations  as  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to  adopt, 

I  am   commanded  by  their  Lordships   to   recommend   Lt.  Saml. 

Edwd.  Marshall  as  a  proper  person  for  such  employment. 

I  am.  Arc, 
P.S. 

Opinion  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  (Banks  Papers.) 

14  May.  May  14,  1789. 

As  the  scurvy  with  which  the  settlers  in  New  South  Wales  were 
afflicted  during  the  first  winter  of  their  residence  there  disappeared 
entirely  on  the  first  approach  of  the  spring,  as  their  supply  of 
culinary  vegetables  must  be  on  the  increase,  and  they  must  by 
Remedy  for  degrees  learn  more  and  more  the  use  of  those  which  are  found 
scurvy.  -virild  in  the  country,  and  as  the  later  returns  do  not  mention  the 
scurvy  as  a  disease  with  which  they  are  at  all  afflicted,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  will  be  useless  to  send  out  essence  of  malt  to  them 
as  a  medicine.* 


Sir  George  Yonge  to  The  Treasury. 
20May.  gi^^  "^.0.,  20th  May,  1789. 

The  King,  intending  that  the  detachment  now  serving  in 
New  South  Wales  should  be  relieved  and  brought  to  England, 
has  thought  it  advisable,  instead  of  replacing  them  with  another 

New  South ^  detachment  from  that  corps,  that  a  corps  of  infantry  should  be 
forthwith  raised  for  that  particular  service,  to  consist  of  four 
comp's,  each  of  1  capt.,  1  I't,  1  ensign,  3  serg'ts,  3  corp'ls,  2  drum- 
m'rs,  and  67  private  men,  with  the  usual  stafi'  ofF'rs ;  and  to  be 

A  major       commanded  by   a   major  having  a  comp'y.      I  am  to  acq't  3'ou 

mamiant.  therewith  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Com'i-s  of  H.M.'s 
Treasury,  and  that  it  is  H.M.'s  P.  [pleasure]  that  the  said  corps 
should  be  placed  upon  the  establishment  from  the  24th  inst. 

Charges.  I  enclose  for  their  L'd'ps'  information  an  estimate  of  the  charge 

for  the  said  corps  for  365  days,  as  also  a  state  of  the  subsistence 
p.  d'm. 

Recruitinff-  H.M.  is  also  pleased  to  direct  that  the  major  and  capt'ns  shall 
each  raise  their  own  comp's,  receiving  for  each  approved  recruit 
the  sum  of  three  guineas,  by  which  arrangement  the  charge  of 
raising  300  men  (including  the  serg'ts,  corp'ls,  and  drum'rs)  will 
amount  to  £945.  I  am,  tkc, 

Geo.  Yonge. 

*  In  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  handwriting,  and  endorsed  by  him  :— "  Opinion  given  Maj'  13,  on 
the  subject  of  sending  essence  of  malt  to  Jackson's  Cove." 
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[Enclosure. 

.] 
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Estimate  of  the  charge  of  a  corps 

of  foot 

consisting  < 

Df  four 

20  Slay. 

companies,  for  service  in  Ki 

e\v  South  Wales 

)  .~~~ 

- 

Estimate  of 

£ 

8. 

d. 

chaige. 

1  major  conimandant  and  captain 

. .  • 

...     293 

10 

7i 

3  captains — £171  7s.  Id. 

...     514 

I 

3 

4  lieutenants— £79  19s.  -td.      ... 

...     319 

17 

4 

4  ensigns— £62  16s.  7id. 

...     251 

6 

5 

1  chaplain 

...     114 

4 

8i 

1  adjutant 

...       68 

10 

10 

1  quartenuaster... 

...       79 

19 

4 

1  surgeon 

...       68 

10 

10 

1  surgeon's  mate 

...       59 

19 

5i 

12  Serjeants — £18  5s. 

...     219 

0 

0 

12  corporals— £12  3s.  4d. 

...     146 

0 

0 

8  drummers — £12  3s.  4d. 

...       97 

6 

8 

268  privates— £9  2s.  6d 

...2,445 

10 

0 

£4,677 

17 

6 

Clotliing          

...     800 

0 

U 

Agency 

...       87 

5 

5 

4  captains — each  £47  7s.  6d.    ... 

£189 

10 

0 

Allowances  to  paymaster 

120 

0 

0 

Surgeon  

120 

0 

0 

4'>Q 

10 

0 

£6,054 

13 

Of 

"W.  Raleigh"*  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Edinburgh,  May  23rd,  1789.  ^SMaj. 

It  is  much  to  the  credit  of  those  in  office  that  an  empire  has  a  new 
been  founded  in  the  south,  which  time  will  render  much  superior  ''"^p'''^- 
to  that  which  their  predecessors  have  lost  in  the  west.     It  is  the 
duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  give  the  new  colony  every  assistance 
his  pen  or  his  purse  can  afford.      The  following  suggestions  have 
flowed  from  the  best  motives,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  received  Suggestions. 
■with  candour.     In  looking  back  to  the  tottering  foundation  of  the 
colonies  of  Virginia  and  New  England,  I  find  the  first  settlers 
were  much  more  unfortunate  than  the  founders  of  the  present 
settlement  in  New  Holland.     Indeed,  the  latter  have  been  in  every 
respect  successful,  a  few  attempts  in  husbandry  excepted.     To  give 
the  colony  immediate  consistency,  it  is  humbly  recommended  that 
the  following  mode  of  culture  be  adopted. 

That  the  land  as  soon  as  cleared  be  prepared  for  sowing  ;  that  Directions 
oats  or  barley  be  sown  in  September  or  October  ;  that  wheat  be  tlon. 
never  attempted  except  in  the  very  best  land  ;  the  second  year 
the  land  be  laid  down  in  a  green  crop,  consisting  of  field-pease 
or  turnips ;  l)oth  these  will  ameliorate  the  soil,  while  the  former 
will  be  found  an  excellent  succedaneum  for  hay,  and  the  latter 

*  This  letter,  as  the  last  paraffrapli  shows,  is  anonymous.  "  W.  Raleigh"  |?  Walter 
Raleigh]  is  a  nom  de  plume.  The  writer  (>ronii><cd  to  send  further  communications,  but 
nothing  more  on  the  subject  has  been  found  in  the  Records. 
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afiord  good  pasture  for  sheep  and  black  cattle.  Sheep  will  never 
fail  where  the  turnip  is  cultivated,  and  it  cannot  be  cultivated 
with  gi'eater  success  than  in  Xew  Holland.  The  third  year 
it  is  proposed  that  it  should  be  sown  again,  with  barley  or 
bean,  and  laid  down  in  clover,  rye  grass,  lucerne,  or  any  other 
European  grass.  The  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Jackson  would 
in  this  manner  afford  sufficient  pasture  in  a  short  time  for  any 
live  stock  it  might  be  supplied  with,  while  the  turnips,  the 
peas,  and  the  other  intermediate  steps  of  the  proposed  mode  of 
culture  would  afford  present  security.  The  grass  in  an  uncleared 
country  we  cannot  expect  to  give  proper  nourishment  to  sheep 
or  cattle.  When  C*sar  landed  in  Britain  he  would  have  found 
the  country  execrable  for  farming  had  he  made  the  experament. 
It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  however,  that  'till  better  grass  can 
be  procured,  by  frequent  cuttings  with  the  scythe,  that  the 
natural  grass  may  be  much  improved  and  thickened  where  the 
ground  will  admit  of  it.  To  prepare  the  best  land  for  wheat,  it 
should  be  ploughed  frequently  (for  the  plough  must  not  be  excluded 
from  New  South  Wales,  if  provisions  for  the  colony  be  expected 
to  grow  there),  manured  with  the  algamarina  or  sea  weed  for  a 
whole  summer,  and  sown  with  wheat  in  March. 

Dampier  mentions  several  heaths  in  New  Holland  ;  if  they  can 
be  discovered  they'll  afford  good  present  feeding  for  sheep ;  if 
they  cannot,  perhaps  a  detachment  settled  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  about  sixty  miles  inland  from  Port  Jackson,  might  be 
benilicially  employed  in  rearing  and  feeding  sheep,  while  the 
situation  might  lead  to  discoveries  of  moi'e  value  than  we  are 
aware  of.  At  that  distant  situation  from  the  shore  they  would 
not  be  molested  by  the  natives,  who,  living  on  fish,  range  chiefly 
along  the  coast.  The  cattle  should  be  guarded  from  straying  by 
fences  of  good  strong  paling,  and  the  sheep  on  all  occasions  well 
herded.  The  seeds  of  all  the  kinds  of  European  grass  might  be 
sent  with  the  next  sailing  fleet,  and  no  article  can  be  of  greater 
use.  Flax  seed  and  hemp  seed  might  be  also  sent,  and  might  in 
time  clothe  and  employ  the  new  settlers. 

Perhaps  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  engage  two  or  three  young  men 
for  a  few  years,  and  send  them,  if  found  well  versed  in  the  secret  of 
agi'iculture,  to  direct  or  superintend  the  rural  labours  of  the  colony, 
to  husband  the  land,  and  improve  their  stock.  Their  stock  might 
be  much  better  increased  from  Lima  and  other  ports  on  the  western 
coast  of  South  America  than  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It 
might  be  had  cheaper  from  the  Spaniards,  and  if  permission  be 
obtained  from  them  to  pay  in  European  goods  for  as  much  live  stock 
as  would  supply  the  new  colony  the  saving  would  be  immense. 
The  distance  is  not  much  greater,  and  it  is  much  better  sailing 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean  than  in  the  tempestuous  clunate  of  the  Cape. 
Strict  orders  should  be  given,  however,  not  to  attempt  carrying 
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any  women  to  Botany  Bay  from  islands  in  the  South  Sea  ;  it  would       1789 
be  inevitiibly  attended  with  the  most  pernicious  consequences.  23  May. 

To  guard  the  settlement  eliectually  against  the   ferocious  in-  ij^f^^ 
cui-sions  of  the  natives,  the  following  remedy  is  humbly  recom-  against 
mended  :    That  a  regiment   consisting  of  six   hundred   men   be 
immediately  transported  thither;  that  two  hundred  of  them  be 
stati(-)ned  at  Botany  Bay,   two  hundred  at  Cape  Banks  or  any 
other  convenient  station  to  the  northward,  and  a  third  division 
of  ecjual  force  be  posted  on  some  favourable  spot  at  the  distance 
of  fifteen  miles  inland,  dii-ectly  westward  of  Port  Jackson.     This 
would  leave  a  wide  field  for  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the 
colonists,  consisting  of  an  area  of  almost    twenty  miles  square,  Adeai-fieW. 
where    they    might    pursue    their     labours    in    perfect    serenity, 
without  being  harrassed  by  their  own  fears  or  by  the  insidious 
attempts  of  their  ferocious  neighbours.      To  add  to  the  civilized 
population  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  happiness  and  comfort 
of  the  troops,  every  soldier  should  be  allowed  and  even  encouraged  soidieis' 
to  take  with  him  his  wdfe  and  family.     By  the  best  disciplined  f^^'^i^'es- 
forces  the  lines  are  never  so  well  manned  when  they  have  nothing 
at  stake  which  they  hold  dear  to  them. 

.Safe  in  their  cares  th'  auxiliar  forces  sleep, 
\\'hose  wives  and  infants,  from  tlie  dangers  far, 
Discharge  their  souls  of  half  the  care  of  war. 

The  troops  should  not  be  relieved  in  less  than  seven  years.     In  a  seven 
that  time  a  considerable  saving  might  be  made  in  clothing,  &c.,  ^'' 
iiearly  ecjual  to  the  expence  of  transportation.      A  canvass  frock 
and  blackstock  would  form  the  best  uniform  for  the  climate,  and 
a  part  of  this  by  proper  management  they  and  their  wives  might 
manufacture.     I  need  not  eidarge  on  the  benefit  of  stationing  a 
large  body  of  troops  in  New  South  Wales.    Should  any  disturbance  a  strong 
(which  God  forbid)  happen  in  the  East  Indies,  they  might  be  trans-  S''i'"'"'*°"- 
ported  thither  before  our  enemies  in  Europe  knew  anything  of  the 
matter:  but  reinforcements  fi-om  Europe  are  of  little  avail,  their 
immber  becomes  known  to  our  rivals,  and  they  despatch  troo])s 
equal  or  superior  in  number  to  them.   New  Holland  is  a  good  blind, 
then,  when  we  want  to  add  to  the  military  strength  of  India. 

These  are  the  first  effusions  of  a  series  of  economical  remarks  a  modest 
on  the  subject  which  you  will  receive  in  time.     I  have  taken  this  ''"^^'''*'^''- 
method  because  I  wish  to  be  unknown.     I  have  no  motive  but 
the  public  good.     No  person,   not  even  yourself,  shall  ever  know 
whence  this  proceeds,  and  I  give  my  honor  not  a  hint  of  it  shall 
ever  transpire.  I  am,  &c., 

W.  Raleigh. 

Six'KETARY  Stephens  to  Uxdek  Secretary  of  the  Theasurv. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  2Gth  May,  1789.  23May. 

Lieut.  Sanil.  Edwd.  Marshall  having  requested   to   decline  Superin- 
the  ajjpointment  of  superintendant  to  the  Lady  Juliana,  trans- 1';"^*^^"*- 
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5  June. 


The  officers 
and  the 
criminal 
court. 


Campbell 
refuses  to 
sit. 


1789       port,  going  witli  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  I  am  commanded 
26  May.      ^J  mj  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty  to  acquaint  you  therewitli, 
and  that  Lt.  Thos.  Edgar  is  a  very  proper  person  to  be  employed 
in  his  stead.  I  am,  ifec, 

RS. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

My  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  5th  June,  1789. 

I   am    sorry  to  be   under   the   disagreeable   necessity    of 
troubling  your  Lordship  with  the  enclosed  papers. 

The  letters  Nos.  1,*  2,t  and  3|  I  received  from  the  Judge- Advo- 
cate the  26th  of  April,  and  Major  Ross  the  next  morning  brought 
on  three  letters,  which  he  desired  I  would  read.  Two  of  those  letters 
were  copys  of  Nos.  2  and  3 ;  the  third  letter  was  from  Captain  Camp- 
bell to  Major  Ross,§  as  commandant  of  the  detachment.  It  stated 
that  as  he  had  always  understood  there  was  no  power  in  Major 
Ross  to  compel  the  officers  to  sit  as  members  of  the  criminal  court 
contrary  to  their  own  inclination,  he  desired  that  his  name  might 
not  in  future  appear  in  the  orderly-book  as  a  member  of  that  court. 

After  having  pointed  out  the  authority  by  which  the  criminal 
court  was  established,  how  much  it  was  the  officers'  duty  to  sit  as 
members  of  that  court  when  called  on,  and  the  obvious  necessity 
of  it,  I  informed  Major  Ross,  as  I  had  done  the  day  I  first  heard 
of  the  busyness,  that  the  Judge- Advocate  had  declared  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  that  he  never  had  intended  any  oli'ence  to 
Captain  Campbell  by  his  letter ;  and  as  1  saw  no  reason  for  that 
officer's  refusing  what  was  most  undoubtedly  a  part  of  his  duty, 
I  desired  that  he  would  think  seriously  of  the  consequences.  The 
precept  for  assembling  a  criminal  court  was  ready  to  be  issued 
as  soon  as  the  names  of  the  officers  were  inserted  who  were 
next  for  that  duty,  imd  if  Captain  Campbell  should  persevere  in 
refusing  that  duty  I  desired  to  have  his  reasons  in  writing. 
Major  Ross  soon  after  brought  me  a  letter,  of  which  No.  4  is  a 
copy,  1 1  and  as  he  told  me  Captain  Campbell  was  fixed  in  his 
opinion  that  the  sitting  as  a  member  of  the  criminal  court  was 
no  part  of  his  duty,  and  which  he  therefore  declined,  I  desired 
that  the  officer  next  on  the  roster  for  that  service  might  be  named 
Ross's  view_  in  his  room ;  but  Major  Ross  said  that  he  did  not  see  how  that 
could  be  done,  as  he  believed  that  I  should  find  the  officers  in 
general  of  opinion  that  the  sitting  as  members  of  the  criminal 
court  was  not  a  duty  to  which  they  were  obliged  to  submit,  but 
a  service  in  which  they  had  volunteered  it,  and  added  "  that  he 
knew  of  no  articles  of  war  to  compel  them." 

I  had  been  given  to  understand,  soon  after  the  commission  for 
establishing  the  crimmal  court  had  been  read,  that  the  officers 
thought  it  a  very  disagreeable  duty,  and  that  it  was  looked  on  as 
a  hardship  by  some ;  but  1  never  had  supposed  officers  thought  it 
a  service  which  they  were  at  liberty  to  decline  at  their  pleasure, 
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and  I  observed    to    Mcajor    Ross  that  I   could  hardly  believe  it       ^''^^ 
possible  that  such  an  opinion  was  general,  but  which  would  be      5  June. 
known,  as  the  precept  for  assembling  the  court  shoukl  be  issued.  ^  disajciee- 
At  the  same  time,  being  desirous  to  restore  tranquillity,  if  pos-  '^^^^  «i"'y- 
sible,  1  consented  to  the  demand  then  made  by  Major  lloss  that 
a  court  of  inquiry  might  be  ordered  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  Judge-  Court  of 
Advocate's  letter  before  the  precept  was  issued,  and  after  having  pio"ounce 
pointed  out  the  consequences  that  must  follow  the  officers  refusing  °"*^® 
what  was  so  necessary  a  part  of  their  duty,  and  being  declared  Advocate's 
such  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,   required  no  articles  of  war  or  letter. 
particular  instructions  to  the  commandant  of  the  detachment,  I 
assured  him  that  while  there  were  ten  men  in  ye  detacliment 
officers  should  not  be  wanting  to  form  a  criminal  court. 

A  reference  to  the  officers  who  had  composed  the  court  at 
which  the  woman  in  question  had  been  a  witness  was  afterwards 
proposed,  but  those  officers  desired  to  decline  any  interference  ; 
and  the  court  of  inquuy,  when  assembled,  declared,  as  appears  in 
their  report  No.  5,*  that  they  did  not  think  themselves  to  be 
competent  to  give  an  opinion  on  a  private  dispute,  which  appeared  ^.P°^'?* 
to  them  to  involve  in  itself  a  point  of  law. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  the  manner  of  Constitution 
assembling  the  criminal  courts.  Those  assembled  on  our  first  courts, 
landing  were  composed  of  the  senior  officers  of  the  detachment 
and  of  the  Navy,  the  first  court  being  given  out  in  general  orders, 
after  which  a  roster  was  kept  for  that  service  by  the  adjutant  of 
the  detachment ;  and  when  it  was  necessary  to  assemble  a  court  the 
Judge- Advocate  sent  to  the  adjutant  for  the  names  of  the  officers 
next  for  that  duty,  whose  names  being  inserted,  and  the  precept 
signed  and  sealed  by  me,  is  then  shewn  to  the  different  officers  who 
are  to  compose  the  court,  Vjy  the  provost-martial,  and  which  is  always 
done  one  or  two  days  before  the  court  is  to  meet,  the  battalion 
orders  of  the  day  pointing  out  the  officers  of  the  detachment  who 
are  for  that  duty.f 

Since  landing  fifteen  criminal  courts  have  been  assembled,  and 
on  any  particular  occasion,  as  when  the  six  marines  were  tried  for 
robbing  the  stores,  the  senior  officers  in  the  detachment  composed  ^^j!°j!'^ 
the  court. 

The  court  of  inquiry  which  was  ordered  to  meet  on  the  Judge-  Findinsof 
Advocate's  letter,  having  reported  that  they  did  not  think  them-  fiKiuiry. 
selves  competent  to  judge  on  the  matter  laid  before  them,  that  court 
was  dissolved,  and  Major  Ross  came  to  inform  me  that  Captain 
Campbell  would  protest  against  the  report,  which  he  said  was  a  par- 
tial report,  in  stating  that  the  matter  before  them  was  of  a  private 
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nature,  and  desired  that  the  request  made  by  the  members  of  that 
court  for  copies  of  the  letters  hxid  before  them  might  not  be  granted. 

Captain  Campbell  afterwards  declined  making  any  protest 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  copies  of  the 
letters  wliich  they  thought  necessary,  in  order  to  justify  their 
proceedings  to  the  Admiralty,  were  given  them. 

The  adjutant  of  the  detachment  had  my  orders  to  give  the 
Judge- Advocate,  as  usual,  the  names  of  the  officers  who  were  next 
for  the  duty  of  the  criminal  court,  as  soon  as  the  court  of  inquiry 
had  made  their  report,  but  he  then  came  to  inform  me  that  Major 
Ross  did  not  choose  to  let  him  give  the  names  of  the  officers  at  the 
Judge-Advocate's  request,  and  desired  that  it  might  appear  in 
general  orders,  or  that  a  verbal  message  might  be  sent  him  from 
me.  The  message  was  sent,  and  in  the  names  given  to  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  Capt.  Campbell's  appear'd,  and  he  sat  the  next  day  as 
a  member  of  the  criminal  court.  I  had  sent  for  several  of  the 
officers  before  the  court  met,  in  order  to  point  out  to  them  the 
consequences  which  would  follow  their  refusal  of  so  essential  a  part 
of  their  duty,  and  the  officers  I  saw  on  that  occasion  assured  me 
that  they  had  never  doubted  its  being  a  part  of  their  duty,  after 
they  heard  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  commission  read,  which 
established  that  court,  but  Major  Ross,  afterwards,  on  the  6th  of 
May,  telling  me  that  he  was  still  of  opinion  that  many  of  the 
officers  did  not  think  the  sitting  as  members  of  the  Criminal  Court 
any  part  of  their  duty,  I  desired  that  Major  Ross  would  assemble 
the  officers,  that  their  separate  opinions  might  be  taken  on  that 
head.  By  the  report  No.  G,*  which  is  inclosed,  it  appears  that 
all  the  officers  thought  i1  a  part  of  their  duty,  and  Capt. -Lieut. 
Merridith  and  Lieut.  Timmins,  then  absent  from  head-quarters, 
have  since  declared  the  same. 

As  no  legal  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any  officers  can  be 
made  here,  and  Capt.  Campbell  was  the  only  officer  that  could  be 
called  on  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  criminal  court  who  did  not 
think  it  a  part  of  his  duty,  I  judged  it  best,  for  the  quiet  of  the 
settlement,  to  let  him  sit  as  a  volunteer  when  his  name  was 
returned,  and  here  I  hoped  that  affair  would  have  rested  for  the 
present,  for  tho'  officers  had,  Avhen  I  sent  for  them  to  point  out  to 
them  the  necessity  of  obeying  the  precept,  mentioned  their  com- 
mandant's having  heard  their  opinions,  I  did  not  choose  to  ask 
any  questions  as  to  what  might  have  passed  between  them  and 
their  commandant ;  bvit  being  some  time  after  informed  that  the 
officers  had  been  assembled,  and  the  Governor's  conduct  in 
calling  on  Captain  Campbell  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  criminal 
court  had  been  stated  to  them  by  Major  Ross  as  oppressive,  and 
that  endeavours  had  been  used  to  induce  them  to  join  in  Captain 
Camp])eirs  opinion  that  the  criminal  court  was  not  a  part  of 
their  duty,  1  then  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  what  grounds 
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there  were  fur  such  a  report,  and  the  first  officer  I  spoke  to  on         ^®^ 
that  subject,  doulitinif  of  the  pi-opriety  of  saying  what  pass'd  at  a      5  J^'"*-'. 
meeting  to    wliioh    the    otticers    had    been    call'd    l)y    their   com- 
mandant, I  dii'ected  tlie  Judge- Advocate  to  send  for  some  of  the 
senior  officers  then  in  quarters,  and  to  ask  them  the  necessary  The  officers 
questions ;  and  the  adjutant,  who  liad  assemljled  the  officers  and  ^^'^^  '°"^ 
attended  the  meeting,  was  afterwards  sent  for.      By  the  answers 
given  by  those  five  officers  it  ai^jDcars  that  all  the  officers  at  head- 
(juartors  were  call'd  together  on  tlie  27th  of  April,  after  Major 
I  loss  had  brought  me  Cajit.  Campljell's  refusal  to  attend  the  duty 
of  the   cl.   court,  and  that  the  tenor  of  Major  Ross's  discourse  Ross's 
appear'd  calculated  to  induce  them  to  join  Capt.   Campbell  in  and"op?nion 
declining  the  duty  of  the  criminal  courts,  saying  that  he  had  told 
the  Governor  that  both  he  and  the  officers  at  large  considered 
that  service  as  what  they  had  volunteer'd,  not  as  a  duty ;   that 
the  Governor's  conduct  in  calling  on  Capt.  Campbell  or  on  officers 
for   that   service    was  oppressive,   and  that  he  thought   it   hard 
officers  should  be  obliged  to  sit  as  members  of  the  criminal  court, 
and  oppressive  to  the  highest  degree. 

The  consequences  which  must  have  followed  had  the  officers  in  unsettled  *^^ 
general  been  of  that  opinion  will  be  obvious  to  your  Lordship  ; 
but  as  no  legal  inquiry  could  be  made  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  officer  to  whom,  as  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  commandant 
of  the  detachment,  I  was  naturally  to  look  for  support,  and  from 
whom  the  situation  of  this  colony  at  the  time  call'd  for  an  address 
of  a  very  difTerent  nature,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  direct  any 
more  officers  to  be  sent  for  on  that  subject,  unless  Major  Ross 
should  desire  it,  when  the  officers  informed  him  they  had  been 
examined  respecting  that  meeting,  and  which  they  did  as  soon  as 
they  left  the  Judge-Advocate ;  and  being  asked  what  questions 
had  been  put  to  them,  they  desired  to  refer  him  to  the  Governor 
for  the  questions  and  their  answers;  but  Major  Ross  has  never 
mentioned  that  lousiness  to  me,  and  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
best  to  let  it  rest  in  its  present  state. 

The  answers  given  by  the  officers,  and  to  which  they  sign'd 
their  names,  are  inclosed.  No.  7*;  and  I  have  now,  my  Lord,  only  to 
rej)eat  my  regret  at  being  obliged  to  lay  a  business  of  this  kind 
l)efore  your  Lordship,  but  which  the  service  and  the  situation  of 
this  colony  renders  unavoidable  ;  and  as  the  discontents  in  the  f^fficcrsdis 

111-11  1  !•  c  contented. 

<letaclnnent,  whicli  liave  been  represented  in  my  former  letters, 
still  continue,  and  into  which  I  have  not  authority  to  make  a  legal 
inquiry,  I  can  only  inform  your  Lorxlship  that  those  discontents, 
whicli  have  existed  from  the  time  this  detachment  landed,  still 
continue.!     I  have,  (tc,  A.  Phillip. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Judge-Advocate  Collins  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  25th  April,  1789. 

Having  this  day  received  a  message  from  Captain  Campbell 
respecting  Mary  Turner,  one  of  the  evidences  on  the  late  trial  of 
the  soldiers  for  robbing  the  store-house,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
your  Excellency  the  following  particulars  of  that  affair. 

It  appearing  to  the  members  of  the  court,  as  well  as  to  myself, 
on  the  examination  of  the  said  Mary  Turner,  that  she  had  not 
sworn  the  truth  in  giving  her  testimony,  on  her  being  told  to  with- 
draw, the  provost-martial  was  ordered  to  detain  and  keep  her 
apart  from  the  other  witnesses.  The  conviction  and  condemnation 
of  the  six  prisoners  very  shortly  followed,  and  the  court  was 
dissolved. 

On  maturely  weighing  and  considering  the  whole  of  Mary 
Turner's  deposition,  and  comparing  it  with  those  of  the  other  wit- 
nesses, since  the  trial,  I  was  of  opinion  there  was  not  sufficient  proof 
to  affect  [convict  ?]  her  on  an  indictment  for  perjury  •  and  as  I  have 
always  wished  to  avoid  lightly  grounding  a  prosecution  against  the 
convicts,  from  the  bad  effect  it  might  have,  in  pointing  out  to  them 
how  far  they  might  offend,  if  they  could  but  withhold  sufficient 
proof,  I  had  dropped  for  the  present  any  thoughts  of  calling  on 
Mary  Turner  for  trial.  Neither  have  I  at  any  time,  since  then, 
heard  it  was  the  opinion  or  wish  of  any  member  of  that  court  to 
bring  her  to  trial,  until  this  morning,  when  I  was  informed  by 
the  provost-martial  that  Captain  Campbell,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  late  court,  had  inquired  of  him  if  she  was  in  his  custody, 
and  expressed  some  surprize  and  anger  on  being  told  she  was 
not.  As  to  this  latter  circumstance,  I  must  observe  to  your 
Excellency,  that,  having  no  place  of  confinement  or  custody  for 
female  offenders,  they  have  been  always  suffered  to  go  at  large 
until  wanted  for  trial. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  message,  I  wrote  to  Captain  Camp- 
bell a  letter,  wherein  I  informed  him  that  "  I  did  not  think 
myself  there  was  proof  sufficient  to  bring  her  to  trial,  either  for 
perjury  or  as  an  accessary  ;  but,  nevertheless,  if  he  was  of  a 
different  opinion,  and  would  let  me  know  what  charge  should  be 
exhibited,  it  should  be  done  " — for  as  I  did  not  myself  know  of 
any  proof  sufficient  to  establish  a  charge  against  her,  I  was  not 
certain  but  Captain  Campbell  might  be  informed  of  some  that  I 
was  not  acquainted  with.  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
with  a  copy  of  my  letter,  and  of  Captain  Campbell's  reply,  which 
I  received  this  afternoon  ;  and  have  now  only  to  add,  that  though 
I  think  the  conviction  of  her  being  guilty  of  perjury  may  be  clear 
in  the  breast  and  opinion  of  every  individual  of  the  last  court, 
yet  still  there  is  not  sufficient  proof  of  it  to  convict  her  in  the  eye 
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of  the  law  ;  nevertheless,  as  Captain  Campbell  considers  her  as  a       1789 
prisoner  by  order  of  the  late  court,  and  thinks  she  ought  to  be     25  Ainii. 
delivered  by  a  due  course  of  law,  I  propose  to  bring  her  before  The  wiuiess 
the  court  that  is  to  assemble  in  the  next  week,  and  try  her  on  a  to  i^e  tried. 
charge  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjui'y  at  the  late  trial. 

I  have,  (fee, 

David  Collins. 
[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Judge-Advocate  Collins  to  Captain  Campbell. 

Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  25th  April,  1789. 

I  understand  l)y  the  provost-martial,  who  has  just  been 
with  me,  that  you  imagined  Mary  Turner  was  in  custody  ;  I  have  Mary 
to  acquaint  you  that  Mary  Turner  is  forthcoming  at  any  time    '^"''^'• 
she  may  be  wanted,  but  that  I  myself  have  at  present  no  thoughts 
of  calling  on  her,  as  I  do  not  think,  on  mature  consideration, 
there  would  be  sutHcient  proof  to  affect  [convict?]  her  either  as  an 
accessary  in  the  late  business  or  for  perjury  at  the  trial.     How- 
ever, if  you  ai^e  of  a  different  opinion,  and  wish  to  have  her  tried, 
she  may  be  brought  before  the  criminal  court  that  is  to  assemble 
on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next ;    in  such  case  I   should  wish  to 
have  timely  notice  of  the  charge  to  be  exhibited  against  her,  and  Notice  of 
what  witnesses  are  to  be  called  to  support  it,  that  the  necessary  charge, 
steps  may  be  taken.  I  have,  &c., 

David  Collins. 
[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Captain  Campbell  to  Judge-Advocate  Collins.' 
Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  25th  April,  1789. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day  I  have  to  say  that 
I  perfectly  well  remember,  at  the  last  criminal  court  held  in  this 
island,  when  Mary  Turner  was  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  court 
she  was  by  yourself  ordered  into  the  custody  of  the  provost.  I  do  Arrest 
not  by  this  mean  to  say  that  it  was  entirely  an  act  of  your  own,  ordered, 
for  myself  among  others  desired  it  might  be  so,  as  we  then  apjjeared 
to  be  unanimously  of  opinion  that  she  was  a  very  proper  object  to 
make  an  example  of. 

When  the  provost  informed  you  this  morning  of  my  having 
desired  him  to  speak  to  you  about  the  woman  he  should  have 
likewise  informed  y(ju  that  I  had  innnediately  after  the  above  was 
dissolved,  and  on  my  seeing  the  woman  at  liberty,  desired  him  to 
make  my  compliments  to  you,  and  to  know  from  you  whether  he  „„  , 
had  not  misunderstood  the  orders  you  gave  him  in  court — to  take  the  order 
her  into  his  custody,  as  I  had  myself  been  one  of  the  members    "*°  '^^'^^  ' 
who  desired  it — nor  could  I  till  this  morning  possibly  account  for 
not  having  been  acquainted  with  your  opinion. 

Having  this  morning  by  accident  heard  that  a  criminal  court 
Would  be  assembled  the  beginning  of  next  week,  I  judged  it  a  \ 
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discharge  of  a  part  of  my  duty  to  the  publick  to  know  what  was 
to  be  done  with  Mary  Turner,  sensible  that  no  power  on  this 
island  could  liberate  her  till  she  had  undergone  a  trial. 

I  therefore  sent  for  the  provost,  who,  to  my  great  surprise, 
had  the  assurance  to  tell  me  that  he  never  delivered  my  message 
to  you,  upon  which  I  ordered  him  to  go  and  do  it  without  loss 
of  time. 

Now,  sir,  you  have  the  cause  of  your  being  troubled  with  any 
message  from  me  this  morning.  How  far  such  a  message  might 
authorize  you  to  call  upon  me  as  a  prosecutor  I  know  not,  nor 
shall  I  at  present  comment  ujDon  it.  One  point  you  have  certainly 
gained  by  it,  that  you  have  effectually  precluded  Captain  Campbell 
from  sitting  as  a  member  of  any  criminal  court  that  it  may  be 
necessary  to  assemble  here,  and  of  Avhich  you  are  a  part. 

As  this  business  may  undergo  future  investigation  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  it  to  you  to  keep  copies  of  such  letters  as  you 
may  choose  to  write  upon  the  occasion,  as  I  assure  you  I  shall  of 
mine.  I  at  the  same  time  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that 
this  is  the  only  letter  you  will  receive  vipon  this  subject  from 

Sir,  (fee, 

James  Campbell. 
[Enclosvu'e  Xo.  4.] 

Captain  Campbell  to  Major  Ross. 

Sir,  Syclney  Cove,  27th  April,  1789. 

As  I  have  always  understood  that  you  are  not  in  possession 
of  any  power  to  compel  the  officers  of  the  detachment  under  your 
command  to  sit  as  members  of  the  criminal  court  established  in 
this  colony  contrary  to  their  own  inclinations,  I  have  to  request 
that  you  will  please  to  direct  the  adjutant  so  as  that  my  name 
may  not  for  the  future  appear  in  your  orderly  book  as  a  member 
of  that  court,  as  I  shall  be  extremely  concerned  to  be  recU^ced  to 
the  very  disagreeable  necessity  of  objecting  to  any  order  of  yours, 
or  any  other  my  superior  in  command. 

I  am  sensible  it  may  be  said  of  me  that  I  have  hitherto 
volunteered  or  acquiesced  in  being  in  my  turn  a  member  of  that 
court,  from  my  being  likewise  sensible  that  in  the  present  situation 
of  this  colony  such  power  could  not,  with  any  degree  of  propriety, 
be  vested  in  any  othei-  hands  l)ut  that  of  the  Navy  and  Army.  I 
have  farther  to  say  that  I  would  still  continue  the  same  line  of 
conduct  did  I  think  it  consistent  with  either  my  character  as  a 
gentleman  or  my  feelings  as  a  man. 

You  were  yourself  an  ear-witness  of  the  message  sent  by  me 

by  the  provost  to  the  Judge- Advocate  on  the  25th  instant,   to 

which  message  I  very  soon  after  received  the  inclosed  (in  my 

An  insulting  opinion)  most  insulting  letter.*    I  had  ever  been  taught  to  under- 

*  Ante,  p.  241. 
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stand  that  the  person  officiating  in  his  character  at  such  courts       l''^^ 
was  tlip  j^erson  to  carry  on  the  prosecution.      How  far,  or  even     ^TAinil. 
how  it  was  possible  for  hiiu  to  construe  my  message  into  a  beHef 
that  I  was  become  the  prosecutor,  I  know  not,  nor  can  I  possibly  Not  a 
imagine  why  he  should  call  upon  me  individuaUy  for  that  purpose,  prosecutor. 
as  in  his  letter  he  certainly  does,  unless  that  he  had  some  reason 
to  suppose  me  of  a  more  sanguinary  and  persecuting  spirit  than 
any  other  member  of  the  court  who  wished  the  woman  to  be 
taken  into  custody  for  her  having  (evidently  to  all  then  prese.it) 
perjured  herself.     The  consequence  of  not  using  every  possible 
means  to  prevent  so  dangerous  a  crime  from  getting  to  a  head  A  dangerous 
among  the  present  inhabitants  of  this  colony  is  too  obvious  to  '^'""*^' 
require  any  farther  remarks  upon  it,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the 
wish  of  exerting  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  it  Avas 
the  motive  of  that  court  for  desiring  the  woman  to  be  taken  into 
custody. 

With  the  Judge- Advocate's  letter  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  Appeal  to 
for  your  perusal  the  copy  of  my  answer  to  him,  with  the  humble  ^'^'i^'P- 
request  that  you  will  please  to  communicate  the  whole  to  the 
Governor,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  convinced  that  I  never  had, 
nor  ever  will  have,  a  wish  or  desire  of  impeding  the  publick 
service,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  both  him  and  you  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  say  that  I  have  used  every  means  ever  put  in 
my  power  to  promote  it. 

As  I  have  no  copy  of  any  of  the  papers  now  sent  to  you,  I  request 
that  you  will  please  not  to  part  with  any  of  them  unknown  to  me 
or  without  my  consent. 

I  have,  (tc, 

James  Campbell. 

[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Marine  Officers  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Port  Jackson,  28th  April,  1789.  Apni. 

Agreeable  to    the   general   and    battalion   orders   of   this 
morning,  we  the  following  officers,    1st  Lieut.  John  Poulden,   1st  The  court  of 
Lieut.  John  Johnstone,   and   1st  Lieut.  James  Maitld.   8hairp,  >ni""T- 
met  in  Captain  Campbell's  hut  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  after  read- 
ing the  letters  produced  in  court,  came  to  the  following  resolutions, 
viz. : — The  officei's  commanding  [constituting]  the  court,  uprtn  hav- 
ing read  and  considered  the  letters  which  passed  in  the  business 
now  before  them,  are  of  opinion  that  as  the  business  involves  in 
itself  a  point  of  law  and  a  pi-ivate  disagreement,  they  feel  them- 
selves incompetent  to  decide  upon  it — and  they  further  l)eg  of  your  No  decision. 
Excellency  that  copies  of  all  the  letters  which  have  passed  may  be 
given  to  them  (in  case  of  their  being  at  any  time  hereafter  called 
upo'i)  for  the  purpose  of  being  inclosed  and  sent  to  the  Lords  of  the 
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Ackaii'alty,  which  they  thiiik  necessary  in  order  to  con%'ince  their 
Lordships  of  theii-  incompetency  to  decide  on  an  affaii"  of  such  a 
nature.  AVe  have,  &c., 

John  Poulden. 


6  Mav. 


Officers  as 
members  of 
criminal 
court. 
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Tench. 


G.  Johnston. 


CresweD. 


Furzer. 


Poulden. 


J.  .Johnstone 


John 
J.  M. 


Johnstone. 

Shairp. 


Sir, 


head-quai*tei-s  : — 
inal  court  as  a 
with  an  Act  of 


[Enclosure  Xo.  6.] 
Major  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Marine  Quarters,  May  6th,  1789. 
In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  command  of  tliis 
day's  date,  signihed  to  me  by  the  adjutant,  I  convened  the 
oflicei'S  of  the  detachment,  and  put  the  questions  directed  by 
your  Excellency,  and  receiAed  their  answers,  as  follows,  viz.  : — 
"  The  Governor  requests  that  Major  Ross  will  assemble  the  officeis 
of  the  detachment  now  at  head-quarters,  and  report  to  him 
their  separate  opinions,  '  whether  or  not  they  think  it  their 
duty  to  sit  as  members  of  the  criminal  court  estabhshed  m  this 
country.'  This  the  Governor  desires,  as  Major  Ross,  their  com- 
mandant, is  of  opinion  they  do  not  thixLk  it  a  part  of  their  duty. 
Captain  Campbell  having  already  given  his  opinion,  the  GoA'ernor 
does  not  wish  to  press  him  further  on  that  head. ' 

Major  Ross's  question  to    the  officers  of  the  detachment  at 
-"  "\i\'hether  they  look  upon  sitting  at  the  crim- 
military  duty,  or  an  exti'a  duty  in  compKance 
Parliament,  and  whether  they  had  any  know- 
ledge of  it  before  theii'  arrival  in  this  country  V 

Answer  by  Captain-Lieut.  Tench  : — I  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  pre\"ious  to  my  arrival  in  this  country ;  from 
the  moment  I  read  it  I  look'd  on  it  as  Captain  Tench's  duty  to  sit 
on  ci'iminal  courts  whenever  ordered,  and  still  look  on  it  as  such. 

Answer  by  Captain-Lieut.  Johnston  : — Smce  I  saw  the  Act  of 
Parliament  I  have  always  thought  it  my  duty  to  sit  on  criminal 
courts  when  ordered. 

Answer  by  Lieutenant  Creswell : — I  had  never  seen  the  Act 
of  Pai'hament  in  England,  but  from  the  time  I  saw  it  I  conceived 
it  to  be  a  paii;  of  my  duty  to  sit  on  ciiminal  courts  when  ordered, 
and  not  an  extra  duty,  while  I  remain  in  this  country. 

Answer  by  Lieutenant  and  Quarter-master  Furzer  : — I  knew 
nothing  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  before  I  came  to  this  country, 
but  since  I  had  a  knowledge  of  it  I  always  conceived  it  to  be  a 
part  of  my  duty  to  sit  on  criminal  courts  when  ordered. 

Answer  by  Lieutenant  Poulden : — Since  I  saw  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament I  have  always  thought  it  my  duty  to  sit  on  criminal 
courts  when  ordered. 

Answer  by  Lieut.  J.  Johnstone  : — I  saw  the  Act  of  Parliament 
before  I  left  England,  and  always  conceived  it  to  be  a  part  of  my 
dutv  lij  sit  on  criminal  coui'ts  when  ordered. 
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Answer  by  Lieut.  J.  M.  Shaii-p  : — I  saw  the  Act  of  Parliament       1789 
before  I  left  England,  and  always  conceived  it  to  be  a  part  of  my      6  May. 
duty  to  sit  on  criminal  courts  when  ordered,  during  the  time  of  shairp" 
my  remaining  in  this  country. 

Answer  by  Lieut.  Da^•ey : — I  had  not  any  knowledge  of  the  Davey. 
Act  of  Parliament  until  I  came  into  this  country,  Ijut  since  that 
time  I  have  ever  conceived  it  to  be  a  part  of  my  duty  to  sit  on 
criminal  courts  when  ordered. 

Answer  by  Lieut.  Clarke : — I  had  not  any  knowledge  of  the  Clarke. 
Act  of  Parliament  until  I  came  into  this  country,  but  from  the 
inoment  I  read  it  I  considered  it  as  a  part  of  my  duty  to  sit  on 
ci'iminal  courts  when  ordered,  while  I  remain  in  this  countrv. 

An.swer  by  Lieut.  Dawes  : — I  knew  nothing  of  the  Act  of  Par-  Dawes. 
1  lament  till  I  heard  it  read  in  this  countiy,  and  from  that  time  I 
considered  it  my  duty  to  sit  on  criminal  courts  when  ordered. 

Answer  by  Lieut,  and  Adjutant  Long : — I  knew  nothing  of  the  Long. 
Act  of  Parliament  when  I  left  England,  but  since  I  heard  it  read 
in  this  country  have  considered  it  as  a  part  of  my  duty  to  sit  on 
criminal  courts  when  ordered. 

Answer  by  Lieutenant  Faddy  : — I  knew  nothing  of  the  Act  of  Faddy. 
Parliament  till  I  heard  it  read  in  this  countiy ;  since  that  time  I 
have  always  thought  it  my  duty  to  sit  on  criminal  courts  when 
ordered.  "  R.R.,  Major. 

[Enclosure  Xo.  7.] 
Ckimixal  Court. — Questions  to  Officers. 

Sydney  Cove,  28th  May,  1789.  28  May. 

It  having  been  reported  that  the  major-commandant  of  the  detach- 
ment did,  in  the  presence  of  many  of  the  officers,  declare  that  the 
Governor's  calling  on  Captain  James  Campbell  to  sit  as  a  member 
of  the  criminal  court,  established  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  the 
trial  of  criminal  causes  in  this  country,  was  oppressive,  and  that  An  oppres- 
the  said  major-commandant  did  publiekly  address  the  officers  then  Major*Ross^ 
present  in  order  to  induce  them  to  concur  with  Captain  Campbell  aciion. 
in  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  duty  of  the  criminal  court  to  be 
any  part  of  the  officers'  duty,  and  to  persuade  them  to  refuse  sit- 
ting as  membei's  of  the  said  criminal  court,  I  am,  in  consequence 
of  the  said  report,  desired  by  the  Governor  to  call  upon  such 
officers  of  the  detachment  who  were  present  at  that  meeting,  and 
to  put  the  following  questions  to  them,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
known  how  far  the  said  report  is  founded  in  truth. 

Question  1  : — Was  there  such  a  meeting,  and  what  reason  was  Questions 
assigned  by  the  major-commandant  of  the  detachment  for  assemb-  ^°  oncers, 
ling  the  officers  ? 

Question  2  : — Did  the  major-commandant  at  that  meeting  say 
that  the  Governor's  conduct  in  calling  on  Capt.  Campbell  to  sit  in 
his  turn  as  a  member  of  the  criminal  court  was  oppressive  ? 
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23  May. 


Answers  ; 
Tench. 


Creswell. 


Johnston. 


Question  3  : — Did  he  ask  the  officers  to  join  Capt.  Campbell  in 
refusing  to  sit  as  a  member  of  that  court,  or  what  was  said  on 
that  subject  1 

Answer  to  question  1,  by  Captain-Lt.  Tench  : — The  meeting 
was  held  on  Monday,  the  27th  of  April,  by  order  of  the  major- 
commandant.  The  reason  he  assigned  for  such  meeting  was  to 
repeat  a  conversation  he  had  had  with  the  Governor,  to  lay  before 
them  a  letter  he  had  received  on  service  from  Capt.  Campbell  in 
consequence  of  a  correspondence  he  had  had  with  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  and  to  read  the  letters  Avhich  had  j^assed  between  them, 
all  of  which  were  read  to  the  officers  by  the  adjutant. 

Answer  to  question  2  : — To  the  best  of  my  recollection  the 
major-commandant  said  he  had  told  the  Governor  that  his  con- 
duct respecting  Capt.  Campbell  was  oppressive,  and  that  officei's 
were  not  to  be  driven  in  cases  where  they  did  not  feel  themselves 
at  ease  to  act,  they  were  not  to  be  compelled.  I  recollect  that 
the  major  made  use  twice  of  the  word  "oppressive"  in  speaking 
of  the  Governor's  conduct. 

Answer  to  question  3  : — He  did  not  ask  the  officers  to  join 
Capt.  Campbell  in  refusing  to  sit  as  members  of  the  criminal 
court,  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  whole  tenor  of  Major  Ross's 
conversation  pointed  that  way.  My  reason  for  thinking  so  is 
that  Major  Ross  more  than  once  mentioned  to  the  officers 
assembled  that  he  had  told  the  Governor  that  both  he  and  the 
officers  at  large  considered  the  sitting  as  members  of  the  criminal 
courts  as  ■\^'hat  they  volunteered,  not  as  a  duty. 

AVatkin  Tench, 

Captain-Lt.   of  Marines. 

Answer  to  question  1,  by  Lieut.  Creswell : — There  was  such  a 
meeting,  and  the  reason  assigned  was  to  read  the  letters  that  had 
passed  between  the  Judge- Advocate  and  Capt.  Campbell,  and  to 
mention  a  conversation  he  had  had  with  the  Governor,  and  to 
say  that  the  adjutant  had  a  question  to  put  to  the  officers  who 
composed  the  last  criminal  court. 

Answer  to  question  2  : — I  cannot  say  that  the  major-comman- 
dant said  that  the  Governor's  conduct  was  oppressive  in  calling 
on  CsLTpt.  Campbell,  but  I  vinderstood  him  that  he  had  told  the 
Governor  so,  and  that  officers  were  not  to  be  driven,  or  words  to 
that  effect. 

Answer  to  question  3  : — He  did  not  ask  such  a  question  ;  but 

as  far  as  opinion  goes,  the  tenor  of  his   conversation   seemed  to 

lead  towards  getting  officers  to  be  of  Captain  Campbell's  opinion. 

But  this  is  merely  opinion.  x         r^ 

•^    ^  John  Creswell. 

Answer  to  question  1,  by  Capt.-Lt.  Johnston  : — There  was  such 
a  meeting.  The  reason  assigned  was  to  lay  before  them  the  cor- 
I'espondence  between  the  Judge-Advocate  and  Captain  Campbell. 
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Answer  to  question  2  : — The  officers  in  speuking  alxjut  the  duty       1739 
of  the  criminal  court,  one   of  them   said   it  was,   though   an   un-      23  May. 
pleasai\t  duty,  yet   certainly  a  part  of  their  duty ;  Major  Ross 
replied  it  was  an  oppressive  duty. 

Answer  to  question  3  : — I  do  not  recollect  that  the  major  asked 
the  officers  to  join  in  refusing  with  Captain  Campbell  to  sit  as 
members  of  the  criminal  court,  but  recollect  his  saying  that  officers 
were  not  to  be  driven,  and  believe  he  wished  them  to  concur  with 
Capt.  Campbell's  refusal.  ^^^^^^  Johnston. 

Answer  to  question  1,  by  Lieut.  Poulden  : — There  was   such  a  Poulden. 
jneeting,  and  the  reason  assigned  was  to  lay  before  it  the  letters 
from  the  Judge- Advocate  and  Captain  Campbell. 

Answer  to  question  2  : — I  do  not  recollect  that  the  word 
"oppressive"  was  applied  particularly  to  Capt.  Camjobell  being 
ordered  to  sit  at  that  court,  but  that  it  was  meant,  generally 
speaking,  of  that  duty. 

Answer  to  question  3  : — I  do  not  recollect  that  the  major  asked 
the  officers  to  concur  with  Captain  Campbell  in  refusing  to  sit  at 

^^'""^  '^•^^^•^-  John  Poulden. 

QuestioiT  to  Lt.  Long,  adjutant  of  the  detachment  : — Did  you  Long-, 
assemble  the  officers  of  the  detachment  by  direction  of  the  major- 
commandant  on  Monday,  the  27  th  of  April  1 

Answer  : — I  did. 

Question  : — Was  anything  said  at  that  meeting  by  the  major- 
commandant  that,  in  your  opinion,  tended  to  induce  the  officers 
present  to  decline  sitting  in  future  as  members  of  the  criminal 
court  ? 

Answer  : — Major  Ross,  when  speaking  of  the  duty,  and  on 
being  reminded  that  there  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  it,  said 
that  he  not  only  thought  it  hard  that  officei's  should  be  obliged  to 
sit  as  members  of  the  criminal  court,  but  oppressive  in  the  highest 
degree.  John  Long, 

Lieut,  and  Adjt.  Marines. 

Taken  and  subscribed  before  me, — David  Collins. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  The  Rt.  Hon.  "VV.  W.  Grenville.* 
Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  June  7,  1789.  7juuc. 

In  consequence  of  conversations  held  with  yourself  and 
other  gentlemen  in  various  departments  of  Government,  in  which 
it  seemed  fully  agreed  that  it  would  be  proper  to  send  to  the  colony 
in  New  South  Wales  such  trees  and  plants  as  are  usefull  in  food  or 
physic,  and  cannot  conveniently  be  propagated  by  seed  in  potts  of  pfants'^for 

the  colony. 
*  William  Wyndhain  Grenville  (afterwards  Lord  Gren^  ille).     He  succeeded  Lord  Sydney 
at  the  Home  Office,  f^lh  June,  17W).     He  was  raiwed  to  the  Peerage,  25th  Noveiidter,  ITiK). 
The  letter  from  Sir  Josejih  Banks  is  not  official,  but  it  was  laid  before  the  King  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  was  acted  upon. 
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Alterations 
may  be 
made. 


earth,  I  visited  the  Guardian,  now  under  order.s  for  New  South 
Wales,  on  Friday  last,  in  order  to  consider  of  the  most  commodious 
method  of  carrying  that  project  into  execution. 

I  found  that  her  cabbin  had  been  divided  into  births  for  the 
various  officers,  and  that  the  part  left  for  the  commander  was  not 
large  enough,  even  if  he  were  to  submit  to  great  inconvenience,  to 
answer  the  pui'pose  effectually,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  ship  was 
equaly  crowded  by  the  variety  of  stores,  &c.,  destined  for  her  freight. 

Finding  myself  in  consequence  of  this  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  proposing  the  building  of  an  apartment  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
carrying  the  plants  and  the  person  allotted  to  take  care  of  them,  I 
proceeded  to  the  quarter-deck  abaft,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
builder  of  the  yard  and  the  master  of  the  ship  I  caused  the  form 
of  a  small  coach  to  be  chalked  out  upon  the  deck  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  both  agreed  would  not  be  at  all  in  the  way  of 
working  the  ship. 

It  is  li^  feet  long,  12|  broad  forward,  and  11 1  aft,  and  i.s  in- 
tended to  be  only  5  feet  high,  in  which  case  it  is  concluded  both 
by  the  builder  and  the  master  that  it  will  not  in  any  degree  impede 
the  sailing  of  the  ship. 

The  master  builder  informs  me  that  in  seven  or  eight  days  such  a 
coach  may  be  compleated.  I  explained  to  him  the  mode  in  which 
I  proposed  to  have  the  pots  and  the  superintendant  who  is  to 
have  the  charge  of  them  stowed  in  it,  the  practicability  of  which 
met  with  his  full  assent. 

If  it  is  intended  that  such  an  erection  should  be  made  I  will 
most  willingly  attend  at  Woolwich  and  finish  the  planning  of  it. 

Not  having  heard  anything  from  the  lieut. -commander  on  the 
subject,  I  wrote  to  him  a  full  account  of  the  plan,  and  left  the 
letter  for  him  at  Woolwich.  I  conclude  he  has  no  objection, 
but  if  he  has  I  shall  willingly  alter  it  as  far  as  I  possiby  can,  con- 
sistent with  the  main  object,  till  it  meets  with  his  approbation. 

Yours,  cfec, 
Jos.  Banks. 


June. 


Trees  and 

plants  for 

Port 

Jackson. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grexville  to  The  Lords  of  The 

Admiralty. 
My  Lords,  Whitehall,  8th  June,  1789. 

Having  laid  before  the  King  a  letter  from  Sir  Jos'h  Banks, 
proposing  that  a  small  coach  may  be  erected  on  the  quarter-deck 
of  the  Guardian,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  Port  Jackson, 
in  pots  of  earth,  such  trees  and  plants  as  will  be  useful  in  food  or 
2:)hysic,  and  cannot  conveniently  be  propagated  by  seed,  and  foi" 
bringing  from  thence  any  useful  productions,  I  have  the  honor 
of  transmitting  to  your  LordshijDS  a  copy  of  the  said  letter,  and 
I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  your  Lordships  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  that  in  case  any  material  objection  should  not  be  likely 
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to  arise  from  the  placing  of  such  an  appartment  as  Sir  Joseph  has       1''89 
suggested,  that  you  do  give  orders  that  it  may  be  immediately     s  June, 
erected,  and  that  the  commanding  officer  may  be  instructed  to 
deposit  therein  any  such  trees  or  plants  as  may  be  sent  on  board, 
either  here  or  in   New   South   Wales,   for  the  purposes  before 
mentioned. 

Amongst  the  superintendents  of  convicts  who  are  to  be  sent  out  Gardeners 
in  the  Guardian  there  will  be  one  or  two  gardeners,  to  whom  the  ^^^,^^1 
charge  of  the  trees  and  plants  should  be  committed  ;  and  as  these 
people  are  not  to  i^eturn  in  the  ship,  it  will  be  very  desirable  that 
the  commander  should  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  of  the  crew 
to  assist  them  in  that  business,  who  will  thereby  be  the  better 
quaUfied  for  attending  to  the  care  of  the  trees  and  plants  Avhich 
it  is  expected  will  be  sent  home  from  New  South  Wales  in  that  ship. 

I  am,  itc, 
W.  W.  Grenville. 

Sir  George  Yonge  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  W.O.,  8th  June,  1789. 

I  have   the   honor   to  acquaint   you    the   King    has   been  n.s.w. 
pleased  to  oi'der  that  a  corps  shall  be  forthwith  raised  iinder  your  Corps, 
command  for  H.M.'s  sei-vice  abroad,  with  the  particular*  view  of 
beins  stationed   in  the   settlement  of    New  South  Wales.     The 
corps  is   to  consist  of  four  companies,  and   each   company   of    1 
captain,  1  lieutenant,  1   ensign,  3  Serjeants,  3  corporals,   2  drum- 
mers, mth  67  private  men.      It  is  to  be  under  your  command  Grose  to 
as    major,    with    the    command    of    a    company,  and    to    have    1  '^°"^'^^''" 
adjutant,  1  qr.-mr.,  1   chaplain,  1  surgeon,  and  1  surgeon's  mate. 
The  pay  of  the   officers  is  to  commence  from  the   dates  of  their 
commissions,  which   will  take   date  from  the  Beating  Order,  but 
are  not  to  be  Lssued  until  the  corps  shall  have  been  reviewed  and 
established,  and   the  pay   of   the   non-commissioned  officers  and 
private  men  from  the  dates  of  their  respective  attestations.      It  is 
to  be    clearly  understood  that   none   of    the    officers    who    shall 
obtain  appointments  in  your  corps  are  to  expect  leave  to  dispose 
of    their   present   commissions,   but   they  will   be   considered   as  Commis- 
purchasers  in  the  new  corps.     In  case  the  corps  shall  be  reduced  ^'°"^' 
after  it  has  been  once  established   the   officers  will  be  entitled  to 
half-pay.     Yourself  and  the  three  captains  now  to-  be  appointed  Half-pay. 
by  H.   M.   will  each   be    required   to  raise  a  complete  company 
(viz.,  3  Serjeants,  3  corporals,  2   druiumers,  and  67  private  men), 
in  aid  of  the  expenses  of  which  you  will  be  allowed  to  name  the 
lieutenant  and  ensign  of  your  respective  companies,  and  to  receive 
from  the  pulilic  three  guineas  for  every  recruit  approved  at  the  Recmiiing- 
head-quarters  of  the  coi-jis  by  a  general  or  field  officer  appointed  "'""'^J- 
for  that  purpose.     The  lieutenants  are  to  be  selected  from  the 
rank  of  ensigns  ;    the  ensigns  not  to  he  under  sixteen  years  of 
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1789       age ;  no  recruit  to  be  enlisted   under  five  feet  four  inches  and 

8  June,      a  half  in  height,  nor  under  sixteen  nor  above  thirty  years  of  age. 

staturT        The  names  of  the  captains  shall  be  communicated  to  you  with 

and  age.       as  little  delay  as  possible.     Iia  the  meantime,  I  am  to  acquaint 

you  that  H.M.  is  pleased  to  leave  to  you  the  nomination  of  the 

Officeraand   adjutant    and     quar.-mar.,   as  also    of   the    chaplain,    who    must 

chaplain       positively  engage  to  embark  with  the  corps,  and  to  remain  with  it 

while  abroad,  and  of  whose  character  I  shall  expect  to  be  furnished 

with  proper  certificates  before  I  propose  his  appointment  to  his 

Majesty.       Mr.    Adair,    Surgeon-general  to  the   Army,    will   be 

directed  to  look  out  for  pi-oper  persons  for  the  appointment  of 

surgeon  and  surgeon's  mate.      I  am  to  add  that  it  being  required 

Immediate     that  the  corps  shall  be  instantly  raised  and  approved,  after  being 

ac  ion.  reviewed  by  the   1st  of    October  next,   every  exertion   on  your 

part  and  of  that  of  the  ofticers  of  your  corps  will  be  necessary 

that  H.  M.'s  expectations  on  this  head  may  not  be  disappointed. 

I  am,  &c., 
■ Geo.  Yoxge. 

Proposals  to  Government  by  Major  Grose. 
Grose's  offer.  gnouLD  I  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  It. -colonel,  I  will,  without 
expence  to  Government,  raise  both  tlie  companies,  reserving  to 
myself  the  nomination  of  the  captain  and  subaltemi  officers, 
should  it  be  thought  expedient  to  add  only  a  major  to  the  corps 
without  permitting  me  to  succeed  to  any  additional  rank,  I  will 
raise  the  companies  on  conditions  of  receiving  the  levy  money, 
nominating  the  captain  and  subaltern  oflicers,  and  receiving  from 
the  captain  appointed  to  a  majority  five  hundred  pounds. 

I  shall  have  no  objection  to  raise  the  recruits  on  Government's 
account,  charging  exactly  whatever  it  costs  to  procure  them,  and 
I  will  exert  my  utmost  to  recruit  them  at  as  little  expence  as 
possible,  and  with  as  much  expedition  as  is  in  my  power. 

Frans.  Grose, 

Annual         Charge  of  an  independent  company  of  foot  for  three  hundred  and 

sixty-five  days:—  ^     .^    ^ 

1  captain  180     9     7 

2  lieutenants  (each,  £79  19s.  4d.)     159  18     8 

1  ensign  62  16     7i 

4  Serjeants  (each,  £18  OS.)      73     0     0 

4  corporals  (each,  £12  3s.  4cl.)  48  13     4 

2  drummers  (each,  £12  3s.  4cl.)         24     6     8 

86  private  men  (each,  £9  2s.  6cl.)       784  15     0 


100 


Pav 

.    1,333  19  lOi 

Clothing 

.       275  13  lOJ 

Agency         

23  19     7 

Allowance  to  the  captain   . 

56  10    0 

* 


Total     £1,690     3    4 
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Sir  George  Yonge  to  The  Paymaster-General.  1789 

Sir,  W.O.,  June  10th,  1789.         ^^^''^ 

Tlie  Kinc:  liavin<f  thouulit  fit  to  oi'dei-  a  corps  of  foot  to  be  N-  ^-  ^^- 

■— '  c5  o  J.  ^  corps. 

fortliwitli  raised  for  service  in  New  South  Wales,   to  consist  of 

four  companies,  each  of  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,   one  ensign, 

three  sergeants,  three  corporals,  two  drummers,   and  sixty  seven 

private  men,  witli  the  usual  staff  officers,  and  to  be  commanded 

by  Major  Francis  Grose,  having  a  company,  I  have  the  honor  to 

acquaint  you  therewith,  and  to  enclose  a  state  of  the  subsistence 

of  the  said  corps,  and  am  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  corps 

that  the  same  shall  commence  and  take  place  on  the  establish-  established. 

ment  from  the  5th  instant  inclusive.  I  have,  &c., 

Geo.  Yonge. 

[Enclosure.] 
State  of  subsistence    [per  day]  of   a  corps  of  foot  for  service  in  Subsistence. 

New  South  Wales  : — 

1  major  commandant  and  captain 

3  captains  more,  each  7s.  Gd. 

4  lieutenants  „     3s.  Gd. 
4  ensigns  „     3s. 
1  chaplain  ... 
1  adjutant  ... 
1  quartermaster     ... 
1  surgeon    ... 
1  surgeon's  mate    ... 

12  Serjeants,  each  Is. 

12  corporals     „     8d. 

8  drummers   ,,     8d. 

2G8  privates       ,,     Gd. 

agent 


[A  fresh  list,  dated  .Tidv  4tla,  orders   14  instead  of  12  Serjeants — making 
the  total  charge  £12  Os.  icid.] 
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Sir  George  Yoxge  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  W.O.,  20  June,  1789.         20^.e 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  am  to  acquaint  No  allow 
you  that  during  the  late  war  no  charge  was  allowed  to  be  made  rejected 
for  the  subsistence  of  recruits  rejected  at  the  final  inspection  of  any  recruits. 
new  corps  by  a  general  officer,  altho'  such  recruits  might  have  been 
previously  examined  and  approved  at  head-quarters  ;  nor  has  it 
been  usual  for  an  intermediate  inspection  to  be  made  vmder  the 
orders  of  this  officer,  where  the  levy  has  been  undertaken  at  the 
risque  of  the  officers  who  were  to  have  commissions  therein. 

I  have,  <fec., 

Geo.  Yonge. 


9^0 
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10  June. 

First 
despatch 
from 
Endand. 


The  Lady 

Juliaiia. 


Phillip's 
act' on 
commended. 


Improve- 
ment of 
morals. 


The 
Guardian. 


One 

thousand 
more  con- 
victs to  be 
sent. 


Port  Jackson 
approved  of. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip.* 

Sir,  Whitehall,  20th  June,  1789. 

The  ship  Lady  Juliana  having  been  taken  up  for  the  pur 
pose  of  conveying  to  Port  Jackson  about  240  female  convicts, 
sentenced  to  be  transported,  I  avail  myself  of  that  opportunity 
of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  numbered  from 
1  to  7  inclusive,  with  numbers  9,  10,  and  11,  and  of  acquainting 
you  at  the  same  time  that  his  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to 
approve  of  your  conduct  in  the  execution  of  the  arduous  and 
important  service  which  has  been  committed  to  your  care. 

The  service  of  the  unfortunate  women  on  board  the  Lady 
Juliana  will,  upon  their  landing  at  Port  Jackson,  be  transferred 
to  you,  and  you  will  cause  them  to  be  employed  in  such  manner 
as  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  advantage  of  the  settlement.  The 
attention  paid  by  you  to  the  proceedings  of  those  who  accom- 
panied you  thither,  with  the  view  to  preventing  an  indiscriminate 
intercourse  with  the  convicts  of  a  different  sex,  is  extremely  com- 
mendable, and  leads  his  Majesty  to  entertain  a  well-grounded 
hope  that  the  same  watchful  care  will  be  taken  on  your  part  on 
the  present  occasion,  and  that  you  will  continue  the  exertions 
you  have  hitherto  so  successfully  made  for  the  promotion  of 
matrimonial  connexion  between  the  unmarried  people — a  measure 
which  must  tend  to  the  improvement  of  their  morals,  and  is 
indispensibly  necessary  for  securing  the  general  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  the  settlement. 

You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  the 
several  tools  and  implements,  articles  of  clothing,  provisions,  &c., 
which  have  been  put  on  board  the  Lady  Juliana.  That  ship  will 
be  followed  in  about  a  fortnight  by  his  Majesty's  ship  the 
Guardian.  By  the  last-mentioned  ship  you  will  receive  a  farther 
supply,  equal  to  about  three  times  the  quantity  embarked  on 
board  the  former,  which,  excepting  in  the  article  of  provisions, 
you  will  find  nearly  to  correspond  with  the  estimates  accompanying 
your  letters  upon  that  subject,  and  as  these  stores  and  jiro visions 
have  been  procured  at  a  very  considerable  expence,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  you  will  appropriate  them  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 

In  the  course  of  the  autumn  I  expect  that  about  1,000  more 
convicts  of  both  sexes  will  be  embarked  from  the  several  gaols, 
and  despatched  to  Port  Jackson,  together  with  a  suitable  propor- 
tion of  clothing  and  provisions  for  their  use.  This  measure  will 
render  it  necessary  that  you  should  make  arrangements  for  their 
accommodation,  as  well  as  for  their  employment,  on  their  arrival. 

The  soil  of  Port  Jackson,  which  you  have  very  properly  chosen, 
from  the  very  extensive  harbour  it  possesses,  is  certainly  a  far 
preferable  situation  to  Botany  Bay,  but,  according  to  the  infor- 
mation hitherto  obtained  from  you,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  as 
fertile  as  could  have   been  wished,   and  exclusively  of  that  con- 


*  The  first  despatch  sent  from  Eng  Ian  d  to  Port  Jackson. 
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sideration,  the   number  of  natives   inhabiting  its   vicinity  must       ^''^^ 
render  its  cultivation  both  difficult   and   dangerous,    particularly     -ioJune. 
whilst  they  continue  to  avoid   any  t'ritndly  intercourse   with   the 
settlement. 

From  these  circumstances,  Norfolk  Island,  where  the  settlers  Norfolk 
possess  the  advantage  of  a  luxurious  [luxuriant]  soil,  and  carry  on  t,etter  place, 
their  operations  unmolested  by  any  other  inhabitants,  is,  I  con- 
ceive, the  most  favorable  position,  and  were  it  not  from  the  great 
labor  and  expence  incurred  already  at  Port  Jackson,  I  should  have 
been  inclined  to  have  reconnuended  that  island's  being  made 
the  principal  settlement,*  but  although,  from  the  circumstance 
which  I  have  mentioned,  this  appears  now  to  be  impracticable,  I 
think  you  will  do  right  to  increase  its  present  establishment,  as 
far  as  you  conveniently  can ;  and  if  any  similar  situation  equally 
advantageous  should  be  discovered,  you  will  detach  thither  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  convicts  M'ho  will  be  sent  out  in  the  next 
ships.  The  Guardian  will  have  on  board  about  twenty-five  convicts 
who  are  either  artificers  or  persons  accustomed  to  agriculture,  and  Artificers, 
also  eight  or  ten  superintendents,  who  have  been  engaged  in  con- 
sequence of  your  recommendation  of  the  measure  ;  to  each  of  the 
latter  an  amaual  salary  of  £40  will  be  given  in  addition  to  the 
ration  of  provisions,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  found  to  be 
extremely  useful  in  the  new  settlements. 

.  The  obstacles  which  have  occurred  with  respect  to  bringing  to  Difficulties 
trial  the  ofiicers  of  the  corps  of  marines,  by  general  court-martial,  uiariuesi^ 
under  the  authority  with  which  you  have  been  fvirnished,  would, 
had  the  detachment  continued  in  the  settlement,  most  likely  have 
been  removed  by  an  interference  of  Parliament,  but  as  that 
detachment  is  so  shortly  to  be  relieved,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no 
furthei-  inconvenience  will  be  experienced  during  their  continuance 
abroad. 

It  is  but  reasonable  that  the  persons  you  have  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  charge  of  the  issues  of  provisions  and  stores 
should  i-eceive  a  suitable  compensation  for  their  services,  I  shall 
therefore  have  no  objection  to  the  recommending  the  payment  of 
any  moderate  charge  you  may  bring  forward  for  that  purpose  in 
your  contingent  accounts.! 


Under  Secretary  Nepean  to  GtOvernor  Phillip. 

Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  20th  June,  1789. 

I  have  been  faxoured  with  your  letters  of  the  5th,  9th,  and 

10th  of  July,  28th  of  Sept'r,  and  IGth  ISTov'r  last,  and  have  laid 

them,  with  their  several  inclosures,  before  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Y(»u  will  find  by  letters  to  you  from  Mr.  Secretary  Grenville, 

wliich  you  will  i-eceive  by  the  present  conveyance,  that  consider- 

*  Phillip  discusses  this  question  in  his  despatch  of  17th  June,  1790.     Post,  p.  34S. 
t  This  despatch  is  not  signed,  but  it  is  from  tlie  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville, 
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ment. 


able  quantities  of  clothing,  provisions,  medicines,  tools,  implements, 
&c.,  have  been  put  on  board  the  Lady  Juliana  and  Guardian,  and 
care  will  be  taken  to  forward  from  time  to  time  eveiy  proper 
necessary  supply  until  the  settlement  shall  be  in  a  condition  to 
provide  for  the  support  of  its  establishment. 

The  families  of and •  will  have  a  passage  pi'ovided  for 

them  in  the  convoy  expected  to  depart  from  hence  early  in  the 
month  of  October  next,  if  they  are  desirous  of  imbarking  for  that 
country.* 

The  Guardian  will  sail  in  about  a  fortnight,!  by  which  ship  you 
will  receive  instructions  relative  to  the  granting  of  lands,  and  such 
other  information  as  may  be  judged  necessary  for  your  guidance, 
together  with  a  remittance  for  the  paying  the  artificers  of  the 
marine  detachment  for  the  services  they  have  performed. 

I  am,  &c., 
Evan  Nepean. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  20th  June,  1789. 

The  discontents  which  have  prevailed  in  the  marine 
detachment,  and  the  desire  expressed  by  most  of  the  officers  and 
men  to  return  home  as  soon  as  they  .shall  have  performed  the  tour 
of  duty  they  had  undertaken,  have  led  to  the  making  arrange- 
ments for  relieving  them.  With  that  view  his  Majesty  has 
ordered  a  corps  to  be  raised  for  that  particular  service,  consisting 
of  three  hundred  rank  and  file  and  a  suitable  number  of  officers, 
under  a  major-commandant. |  This  corps  is  ordered  to  be  in 
readiness  for  embarkatiun  on  the  1st  of  October  next,  and  will, 
it  is  expected,  soon  after  that  time  proceed  upon  the  voyage. 

According  to  the  engagements  made  with  the  marine  detach- 
ment, any  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  who  may 
have  behaved  well  are,  if  they  desire  it,  to  be  allowed  to  quit  the 
service  on  their  return  to  England,  or  to  be  discharged  abroad, 
upon  the  relief  (originally  designed  to  take  place  at  the  expiration 
of  three  years  after  their  landing),  and  to  be  permitted  to  settle 
in  the  countiy  if  they  prefer  it.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  these 
people  will  be  desirous  of  continuing  there,  and  as  settlers  of 
that  description  will  be  of  great  utility,  not  only  for  the  purposes 
of  protection  and  defence,  but  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  it 
is  thought  advisable  that  every  reasonable  encouragement  should 
be  held  out  to  them  to  remain  there. 

If  any  part  of  this  detachment  can,  however,  be  prevailed  upon 
to  enlist  and  add  strength  to  the  new  corps  it  will  be  by  far  the 
most  desirable  plan,  and  in  order  to  induce  any  of  the  non-com- 


*  See  Phillip's  despatch  to  Lord  Sydney.    Ante,  p.  184. 

t  The  Guardian  did  not  sail  till  September,  and  was  wrecked  in  December. 
Juliana  sailed  in  Julv,  and  arrived  at  Sydney,  3rd  June,  1790. 
t  Ante,  pp.  249-25i. 
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missioned  officers  or  men  so  to  do  you  are  at  liberty  to  offer  to  1789 
each  a  bounty  of  £S  ;  at  the  same  time  to  assure  them  that  in  20  June, 
case  of  a  proper  demeanour  on  their  part  they  will,  after  a  further 
service  of  five  years,  be  allowed  their  discharge  and  a  suitable 
(juantity  of  land,  together  with  such  a  proportion  of  tools  and  im- 
plements for  agriculture  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  cultivating 
the  same,  and  also  a  supply  of  seed  grain  and  of  provisions  for 
their  subsistence  for  one  year. 

As  the  time  for  the  relief  of  the  marine  detachment  ap- 
proaches, it  will  be  inconvenient  to  wait  for  any  farther  oi)inion 
fi-om  you  upon  the  mode  and  conditions  of  granting  lands  to  Land  grants, 
the  persons  above  mentioned  who  may  claim  their  immediate 
discharge,  and  may  be  willing  to  settle  in  the  country,  or  to 
othei'  persons  who  may  resort  to  that  part  of  the  world  with  a 
view  of  becoming  settlers.  I  shall  therefore  avail  myself  of  an 
early  opportunity  of  submitting  to  his  Majesty's  consideration 
the  draft  of  an  instruction  to  you  for  your  guidance  in  that  instruction 
respect,  and  you  may  expect  to  receive  his  Majesty's  commands 
thereupon  by  the  next  vessel  that  sails  from  home  for  New  South 
Wales.*  I  have,  etc., 

W.  "VV.  Grenville. 

Sir  George  Yonge  to  The  Paymaster  General. 
Sir,  W.O.,  30  June,  1789.  30  June. 

I  have  the  honor  to  signify  to  you  the  K.'s  p.  [the  King's 
pleasure]  that  out  of  the  monies  advanced  to  you  for  the  recruiting 
service  you  do  issue  to  Messrs.  Cox,  Cox,  &  Greenwood,  agents 
to  the  corps  to  be  raised  for  service  in  New  South  Wales,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  that  you  do  charge  the  .same  to  the 
account  of  the  corps  for  the  current  year.     I  have,  &c., 

Geo.  Yonge. 

Sir  George  Yonge  to  Colonel  Johnson. 
Sir,  W.O.,  11  Augt., '89.         nAug. 

I  have  rec'd  y'r  let.  of  5th  inst.,t  inclosing  the  inspection 
return  of  Lt.  Paterson's  company  in  the  New  So.  Wales  Corps,  as 
also    a   return  of   recruits   inspected    by  you,   to   make    up    the  p^.^^^ 
deficiencies  in  Major  Grose's  and  Lt.  Nepean's  comp's,  occasioned  recruits. 
by  rejection,  desertion,   (fee,  and  to  acq't  you   that  the  same  is 
approved. 

With  regard  to  the  rank  of  Major  Grose's  corps,  it  being  the  Rank  of 
youngest  in   the  Army  must,  of  course,    when  drawn  up,  either  corps, 
with  other  entire  corps  or  with   detach'ts  from   them,  take  part 
on  the  left.     But  with  regard  to  the  officers  in  all  corps,  without 
distinction,  tlie  militia  excepted,  they  naturally  take  part  in   all 
duties  according  to  seniority  in  their  respecti^•e  ranks. 

I  have,  etc., 

Geo.  Yonge. 

*  Post,  \\  256.  t  This  letter  is  not  available. 
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1789        The  Right  Hon.  W,  W.  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 
24  Aug.  Sir,  Whitehall,  24th  August,  1789. 

Instructions  ^  transmit  to  you  herewith  an  instruction  under  the  royal 

for  land  sign  manual  with  respect  to  the  grants  of  land  to  be  made  to 
the  several  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  marines  who 
may  be  desirous  of  remaining  within  your  Government  upon  the 
relief  of  the  detachment,  as  also  to  such  other  persons  as  may  be 
disposed  to  become  settlers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  exact 
compliance  with  his  Majesty's  commands,  as  signified  to  you  by 
this  instruction.* 
Further  If  any  farther  regulations  should  appear  to  you  to  be  necessary 

regulations.  £qj,  ^j^g  purpose  of  promoting  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of 
the  lands  within  your  Government,  you  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  apprising  me  of  your  opinion  thereupon,  that  I 
may  submit  the  same  to  his  Majesty's  consideration. 

I  have,  &c. 

W.  W.  Grenvilie. 
[Enclosure.] 

Phillip's  Additional  Instructions. 

20  Aug.     Additional  Instructions  to  Our  Trusty  and  Well-beloved  Arthur 
Phillip,  Esq.,  Our  Cajatain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in 
and  over  Our  Territory  called  New  South  Wales.      Given  at 
Our  Court  at  St.  James,  the  [twentieth]  day  of  [August]  1789, 
in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  our  reign,  f 
Land  grants  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  unto  Us  that  assurances  were 
given  to  the  non-commission  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
detachment  of  Our  Marine  Forces  serving  on  the  continent  of  New 
South  Wales  that  sxich  of  the  said  non-commission  officers  and  men 
as  shall  have  behaved  well  shall  be  allowed  to  quit  Our  Sei'Adce  on 
their  return  to  England,  or  be  discharged  abroad  upon  the  relief 
(designed  to  take  place  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  after  their 
landing)    and   be   permitted    to    settle    in    that   country  :     And 
whereas  it  is  probable  that  in  consequence  of  that   engagement 
some  of  the  said  non-commission  officers  and  men  will  be  desirous 
of  continuing  in  that  settlement  or  upon  the  islands  comprised 
within  Your  Govei'nment  :     And  as  persons  of  that  description 
will  be  of  great  utility  in  the  new  settlements,  not  only  for  the 
purposes  of  protection   and  defence,    but  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  land  :  We  have  thought  it  advisable  that  every  reasonable  en- 
couragement should  be  held  out  to  them  to  induce  them  to  be 
aiding  in  such  salutary  purposes.     It  is  therefore  Our  Royal  Will 
and  Pleasure  that  You  do  issue  Your  Warrant  to  the  Surveyor- 
General  to  survey  and  allot  to  such  of  the  non-commission  officers 
and  men    as    shall  be  disposed  to  become  settlei^s  within  Your 

*  Phillip  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  these  instructions  in  his  despatch  of  17th  June, 
1790  (post,  p.  346). 
t  Phillip's  original  instructions  were  dated  25th  April,  17S7.    Ante,  p.  85. 
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Government,  on  their  desiring  the  same,  tlie  proportions  of  land       1789 
hereinafter  mentioned,  subject,  however,  to  the  following  condi-     20  Aug. 
tions  and  regulations  : — 

To  every  non-eonnnissiou  officer  one  hundred  acres,  and  to  every  conditions. 
private  man  fifty  acres,  over  and  above  the  quantity  directed 
by  Our  General  Instructions  to  You  to  be  granted  to  such  con- 
victs as  may  hereafter  be  emancipated  or  discharged  fi'om  their 
servitude,  free  of  all  fees,  taxes,  quit  rents,  and  other  acknow- 
ledgements for  the  space  of  ten  years  ;  but  after  the  expiration 
of  that  time  to  be  liable  to  an  annual  quit  rent  of  one  shilling  for 
every  ten  acres. 

And  whereas  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  Our  Service  that  the  Bounty, 
non-commission  officers  and   men   disposed   to   continue  in  New 
South  Wales  or  the  islands  dependant  thereon  can  be  prevailed 
upon  to  enlist  into  the  corps  appointed  for  their  relief  :    It  is  Our 
farther  Will  and  Pleasure,  and  You  are  hereby  authorised  to  offer 
to  each  of  them  a  bounty  of  £3  per  man,  at  the  same  time  to 
assure  them  that  in  case  of  a  proper  demeanor  on  their  part  they 
shall,  after  a  farther  service  of  five  years,  be  entitled  to  double  Double 
the  proportion  of  land  that  would  be  granted  to  them,  provided  "''''^"*- 
they  should  quit  Our  Service  on  the  intended  relief,  free  of  all 
fees,  fines,  qviit  rents,  &c.,  for  the  space  of  fifteen  years,  subject, 
however,  after  that  time  to  the  same  quit  rent  for  every  ten  acres 
as  is  specified  in  the  preceding  article  of  these  Our  Instructions. 

And  as  a  farther  encouragement  to  the  non-commission  officers  Clothes, 
and  men  composing  the  detachment  of  Our  Mai-ine  Forces- serving  andsecxT-^' 
on  the  continent  of  New  South  Wales  or  the  islands  dependant  =i'''^"i- 
thereon  avIio  may   be   disposed   to  continue  therein  :     It   is  our 
farther  Will  and  Pleasure  that  you  do  upon  their  discharge,  either 
on  the  intended  relief  or  after  a  farther  service   of  five  years, 
issue  to  tliem  out  of  the  publick  stores  a  proportion  of  clothes  and 
of  provisions  for  their  subsistance  for  one  year,  together  witli  a 
suitable  quantity  of  seed  grain  for  the  tillage  of  the  land,  to  be 
granted  to  them  as  before  mentioned,  and  also  a  proportion  of 
tools  and  implements  proper  for  their  use. 

And  whereas  from  the  disposition  of  many  people  to  emigrate  Encourage- 
from  this  country  there  is  a  great  probability  that  some  of  them  s"t"]e,!g° 
may  be  desirous  of  becoming  settlers  in  New  South  Wales  or  the 
said    islands    dependent    thereupon  :     It    is   also   Our   Will    and 
Pleasure  that  in  case  persons  of  that  description  should  arrive 
fi-om  hence,  or  from  any  other  part  of  Our  Dominions,  and  apply 
to  You  for  grants  of  land.  You  do  aftbrd  them  every  encourage- 
ment that  can  be  given  in  tliat  undertaking,  without  subjecting 
the  public  to  expence  ;  and  tliat  grants  of  land  to  such  amount  Land  grants. 
as  you  shall  judge  j^roper  shall  be  made  out  for  each  person  apply- 
ing, not  exceeding,   however,  in   quantity  the   number   of  acres 
which  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  grant  to  the  non-commission 
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officers  before  mentioned,  and  subject  to  the  same  quit  rents  pay- 
able unto  Us  at  the  expiration  of  tive  years  after  the  passing  of 
such  grant. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  non-commission  officers  and  men 
of  the  marine  detachment,  or  other  persons  who  may  become 
settlers  upon  Our  said  continent  of  New  South  Wales,  or  the  said 
islands  dependant  thereupon,  may  be  desirous  of  availing  them- .  'M 
selves  of  the  labour  of  part  of  the  convicts  now  under  your  orders  : 
It  is  Our  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  in  case  there  should  be  a 
prospect  of  their  employing  any  of  the  said  convicts  to  advantage, 
that  you  assign  to  each  grantee  the  service  of  any  number  of 
them  that  you  may  judge  sufficient  to  answer  their  purpose,  on 
condition  of  their  maintaining,  feeding,  and  clothing  such  convicts 
in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  satisfactory  to  You,  or  to  Our 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales  for  tlie  time  being. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  all  grants  to  be  given  of  lands  in  Our 
said  continent  or  islands  be  made  out  in  due  form,  and  that  the 
conditions  required  by  these  Our  instructions  be  particularly  and 
expressly  mentioned  in  the  respective  grants.  That  the  same  be 
properly  registered,  and  that  regular  returns  thereof  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  proper  officers  to  Our  Commissioners  of  Our  Treasury 
and  to  the  Committee  of  Our  Privy  Council  appointed  for  all 
matters  of  Trade  and  Foreign  Plantations  within  the  space  of 
twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  such  grant. 

It  is  also  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  that  in  all  grants  of  land  to  be 
made  by  You,  as  aforesaid,  regard  be  had  to  the  profitable  and  un- 
profitable acres,  so  that  each  grantee  may  have  a  proportionable 
number  of  one  sort  and  of  the  other,  as  likewise  that  the  breadth 
of  each  track  to  be  hereafter  granted  ])e  one-third  of  the  length  of 
such  track,  and  that  the  length  of  such  track  do  not  extend  along 
the  banks  of  any  bay  or  river,  but  into  the  mainland,  that  thereby 
the  said  grantees  may  have  each  a  convenient  share  of  what 
accommodation  the  said  harbour  or  river  may  afford  for  naviga- 
tion or  othei'wise. 

It  is  also  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  that  between  every  two  such 
grants  of  one  hundred  acres  or  of  fifty  acres,  and  adjacent  to  one 
of  them,  you  do  reserve  for  the  benefit  of  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Suc- 
cessors, a  space  of  ten  acres  in  breadth  and  of  thirty  acres  in 
length,  which  spaces  so  reserved  You  are  not  to  grant  without  Our 
special  direction  and  license  ;  but  You  are  at  liberty  to  lease  the 
same  for  any  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  years,  and  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  You  shall  judge  advantageous  to  Our  service. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  found  by  experience  that  the  settling 
plantees  in  townships  hath  very  much  redounded  to  their  advan- 
tage, not  only  with  respect  to  the  assistance  they  have  been  able 
to  afford  each  otlier  in  their  civil  concerns,  but  likewise  with 
regard  to  their  security,  You  are  therefore  to  lay  out  townships 
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of  a  convenient  size  and  extent,  in  sucli  places  as  You,  in  Your       1789 
discretion,  shall  judge  most  proper  ;    having,  as  far  as  may  be,      20  Au". 
natural  boundaries  extending  up  into  tlie  country  and  compre- 
hending a  necessary  part  of  the  sea-coast,  where  it  can  be  con- 
veniently had. 

You  are  also  to  cause  a  proper  place  in  the  most  convenient  Public 
part  of  each  township  to  be  marked  out  for  the  building  a  town  '^^i^'^inss- 
suiiicient  to  contain  such  a  number  of  families  as  You  shall  judge 
proper  to  settle  there,  with  town  and  pasture  lots  convenient  to 
each  tenement,  taking  care  that  the  said  town  be  laid  out  upon 
or  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to  some  na\-igable  river  or  the 
sea-coast ;  and  You  are  also  to  reserve  to  Us  proper  quantities  of 
land  in  each  township,  for  the  following  purposes,  viz.,  for  erecting 
fortifications  and  barracks,  or  for  other  military  or  naval  services,   ' 
and  more  particularly  for  the  building  a  town-hall,  and  such  other 
public  edifices  as  you  shall  deem  necessary,  and  also  for  the  growth 
and  production  of  naval  timber,  if  there  are  any  woodlands  fit 
for  that  purpose. 

And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  that  a  particular  spot  churches. 
in  or  as  near  each  town  as  possible  be  set  apart  for  the  building 
of  a  church,  and  four  hundred  acres  adjacent  thereto  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  minister,  and  two  hundred  for  a  school- 
master. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  reasonable  compensation  surveyors* 
shall  ])e  made  to  the  Surveyor-General  of  Our  lands  for  surveying  fees, 
and  laying  out  of  the  said  lands  for  the  use  of  such  persons  who 
may  be  disposed  to  become  settlers  in  the  said  continent  or  islands 
dependant  thereupon.  We  have  thought  fit  to  establish  the  table 
of  fees  hereunto  annexed,  which  You  are  to  allow  him  to  de- 
mand from  all  persons  whatsoever,  excepting  the  non-commission 
officers  and  men  of  the  detachment  of  Our  Marine  Corps,  or  to 
convicts  emancipated  or  discharged,  who  are  not  to  be  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  such  fees. 

You  are  to  cause  the  above-mentioned  table  of  fees  to  be  hung  Table  of  fees 
up  in  one  of  the  most  public  places,  that  all  persons  concerned  exhibited 
may  be  apprised  of  the  demands  which''may  be  demanded  of  them 
on  their  taking  up  lands  within  the  said   continent  or  islands 
dependant  thereon. 


Fees  on  Land  Grants,  1789.  Landgrint 

Oovernor^s  Fees. 

£     s.    d. 
For  the  Great  Seal  to  every  grant  not  exceeding  1,000  Govemar. 

acres  0     5     0 

For  all  grants  exceeding  1,000  acres,  for  every  1,000  acres 

each  grant  contains        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...026 

For  a  license  of  occupation  ...         ...         ...         0    6    0 
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1789 

20  Ausr 
Secretary. 


Chief 
Siirvej'or. 


Auditor. 
Registrar. 


24  Aug. 

Assistant 
chaplain. 


Fees  on  Land  Grants,  1789 — continued. 
Secretary's  Fees : 
For  every  grant,  and  passing  the  seal  of  the  provinces,  if 

under  100  acres  ... 
Between  100  and  500  acres 
All  above 
For  grants   of   land  where  the  number   of  projirietors 

shall  exceed  twenty,  each  right 
For  do.  where  the  number  shall  not  exceed  twenty,  the 

same  as  for  grants  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 

land 
For  every  license  of  occupation  of  land     ... 
For  every  grant  from  1,000  to  20,000— for  the  1st  1,000 

acres   15  shillings,  and  for  every  1,000  acres  more 

2s.  6d. 

Fees  to  he  talcen  h\j  the  Chief  Surveyor  of  Land. 
For  evei'Y  lot  under  100  acres 

From  100  to  500  acres  

Above  500  acres 

Every  township,  if  above  20  rights,  each  right    ... 

A  uditor's  Fees. 
For  the  auditing  of  every  grant 

Registrar's  Fees. 
For  recording  a  grant  of  land  for  or  under  500  acres     ... 
,,  fi'om  500  to  1,000  acres     ... 

For  every  1,000  acres  to  the  amount  of  20,000 

For  recording  the  grant  of  a  township 


£   s.  d. 

0  5  0 
0  10  0 
0  15    0 

0     2     6 


0     2     6 
0     2     6 


0  2  6 

0  5  0 

0  7  6 

0  2  6 

0  3  4 

0  1  3 

0  2  6 

0  0  6 

1  0  0 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  ■Whitehall,  24th  August,  1789. 

As  from  the  increase  in  the  number  of  convicts  sent  to 
New  South  "Wales,  and  from  the  distance  of  the  settlements  from 
each  other,  one  person  will  not  be  able  to  attend  in  a  proper 
manner  to  the  performance  of  the  religious  duties  of  the  colony, 
his  Majesty  has  judged  it  expedient  that  an  additional  clergy- 
man should  proceed  thither,  and  has  accordingly  appointed  the 
Revd.  John  Crowther,  a  gentleman  of  exemplary  character,  to  be 
assistant  chaplain,  with  a  salaiy  of  eight  shillings  per  diem,  to  be 
charged  in  the  estimate  ;  he  will  take  his  passage  in  the  Guardian, 
and  receive  your  orders  with  respect  to  his  place  of  residence.* 

I  have,  etc., 

W.  \V.  Grenville. 


Goods  sent 
by  the 
Guardian 


The  Right  Hon.  W^.  "W.  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Wlaitehall,  24th  August,  1789. 

I  enclose  to  you  herewith  a  general  invoice  and  bill  of  lading 
of  .sundry  articles  of  clothing,  tools,  implements  for  agriculture, 

*  The  Guardian  was  wreclved  in  December.  Mr.  Crowther  was  one  of  the  survivors.  The 
boat  in  which  he  escaped  was  picked  up  bj'  a  French  vessel,  and  those  on  board  were  taken 
to  the  Cape.  Mr.  Crowther  returned  to  England  by  tlie  first  opportunity.  The  Rev.  Samuel 
Marsden  was  afterwards  appointed  as  second  chaplain. 


SUPERINTENDENTS   APPOINTED.  261 

medicines,  &c.,  which  have  been  provided  by  Government,  and  1789 
shii^ped  on  board  the  Guardian,  for  the  use  of  the  convicts  and  20  Aug. 
other  persons  residing  within  the  limits  of  your  Government.  The 
heavy  expence  which  attends  the  providing  of  these  articles,  and  the 
sending  them  out  to  New  South  Wales,  makes  it  extremely  neces- 
sary that  you  should  pay  the  utmost  attention  to  appropriate  them 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  that  you  should  from  time  to  time  trans- 
mit to  me  particular  accounts  of  your  proceedings  in  this  respect. 

The  provisions  which  that  vessel  and  the  Lady  Juliana  contain 
are  calculated,  as  you  wall  see  by  the  inclosed  estimates,  to  afford 
an  ample  supply  for  a  considerable  tune.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Provisions 
you  will  carefully  attend  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  issued,  ^pph-'"^'''^ 
and  I  must  particularly  recommend  to  you  to  use  every  practic- 
able exertion  in  order  to  put  the  colony  in  such  a  situation  as  not 
to  depend  on  Great  Bi-itain  for  its  supply  in  the  article  of  i^rovisions. 

A  farther  proportion  of  these  articles  will  accompany  the  con-  Further 
victs  who  are  to  be  sent  out  in  the  autumn,  but  I  cannot  help  shipments. 
flattering  myself  that  after  that  period  very  little  farther  aids 
will  be  wanted  from  this  country  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
convicts.  You  will  attend  very  particularly  to  this  subject,  and 
send  me  by  the  fii'st  oppoi'tunity  an  account  of  what  you  conceive 
to  be  the  situation  of  the  colony  in  this  respect.  One  thousand 
and  five  barrels  of  flour,  part  of  the  intended  supply,  which  the 
Guardian  could  not  conveniently  store,  will  be  forwarded  to  you 
by  the  next  ships  that  proceed  to  New  South  Wales. 

I  have  acquainted  you  in  a  former  letter  that  in  consequence  Superin- 
of  your  representation  of  the  want  of  proper  persons  to  instruct  Pendents 
the  convicts  in  the  manner  of  tilling  the  land  and  to  superintend ' 
their  laljor,  his  jNIajesty  was  pleased  to  authorize  me  to  nominate 
nine  persons  to  be  sent  out  for  that  service.     These  people  proceed 
to  New  South  Wales  in  the  Guardian,  and  on  their  arrival  will 
put  themselves  under  your  orders ;  they  have  been  engaged  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  and,  in  addition  to  the  ration  of  provisions  Three  years' 
with  which  they  are  to  be  supplied  out  of  his  Majesty's  stores,  engage- 
they  will  each  of  them  be  allowed  a  salary  of  £40  a  year,  which  "^^^ ' 
will  be  brought  forward  in  the  estimate  to  be  annually  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  to  be  voted  in  like  manner  as  the  rest  of  the 
salaries  charged  on  the  civil  establishment  of  your  Government. 
I  enclose  a  list  of  their  names  and  qualifications.     You  will  under- 
stand that  during  the  period  of  their  engagement  they  are  not  to 
be  allowed  to  settle  any  land  on  their  own  account. 

Your  proposal  of  sending  out  a  few  artificers  you  will  find  upon  Artificers. 
the  arrival  of  the  Guardian  has  also  been  attended  to,  by  the 
emljarkation  of  twenty-five  convicts  of  that  description.  Their 
service  will  be  transferred  to  you  by  her  connnandei-,  who  has 
entered  into  the  contracts  required  by  law  for  that  pui-pose.  I 
liave,  &c.,  W.  W.  Grenville. 
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1789 

24  Aug. 


Superin- 
tendents. 


26  Aug. 


The  Lieut. - 

Governor's 
authority. 


An  insult. 


The  insult 
described. 


[Enclosure.] 
Superintendents  on  board  the  Guardian. 

Whitehall,  August  24th,  1789. 
List   of  superintendents  of  convicts  ordered  to  be  received  on 
board  the  Guardian  for  their  passage  to  New  South  Wales  : — 

James  Smith,  George  Austin,  gardeners,  lately  employed  in  the 
King's  Botanical  Garden  at  Kew  ;  Philip  Schaffer,  formerly  a 
lieutenant  in  one  of  the  Hessian  corps  which  served  in  America, 
has  been  accustomed  to  farming ;  Thomas  Clarke,  a  farmer ; 
Philip  Divine,  Andw.  Hume,^  understand  farming,  have  lately 
been  employed  by  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell  as  superintendants  of 
convicts  at  Woolwich ;  James  Reid,  formerly  an  American  plantei", 
and  has  been  commander  of  a  merchant  ship  ;  John  Bai'low,  John 
Thos.  Dodge,  have  served  as  officers  in  the  Army,  the  former  a 
good  surveyor,  and  has  also  been  employed  as  an  engineer  at 
Jamaica. 


Sir, 


Major  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sydney  Cove,  26th  August,  1789. 
Your  Excellency's  having  so  repeatedly  told  me  that  the 
working  convicts,  employed  on  the  west  side  of  the  cove,*  were  to^ 
be  under  the  command  and  authority  of  the  Lieut-Governor,  so 
far  that  none  of  them  should  be  removed  from  it  by  your  Excel- 
lency without  his  knowledge,  that  it  cannot  have  escaped  your 
memory,  it  would  be  presumption  in  the  extreme  in  me  to  sup- 
pose your  Excellency  not  to  know  that  when  either  duty,  business, 
or  pleasure  may  at  any  time  induce  your  Excellency  to  absent  your- 
self from  this  cove  there  cannot  then  remain  in  it  any  authority 
superior  to  that  of  the  Lieut. -Governor. 

Taking,  therefore,  your  perfect  recollection  of  the  first  and 
knowledge  of  the  second  for  granted,  I  shall  proceed  to  acquaint 
your  Excellency  with  an  account  of  what  I  cannot  but  deem  an 
insult  offered  to  me  in  my  character  of  Lieutenant-Governor  since 
your  Excellency  went  last  from  this  place. 

About  twelve  o'clock  yesterday,  Fuller  the  carpenter  told  me 
that  the  convict  plasterer  had  been  with  him  to  tell  him  that  he 
was  informed  of  Bazely's  having  been  looking  for  him  the  day 
before  in  order  to  direct  him  to  join  Bloodsworth's  gang.  Soon 
after,  in  my  walks  to  visit  the  guard,  I  saw  Bazely,  and  asked 
him  how  Thady  came  by  him  to  be  ordered  to  join  Bloodsworth's 
gang.  On  his  saying  that  it  was  the  desire  of  Mr.  Brewer,  I 
desired  him  to  let  Mr.  Brewer  know  that  I  wanted  to  see  him, 
and  that  he  would  find  me  with  the  officer  of  the  guard.  Mr. 
Brewer  came  soon  after.     I  asked  him  how  Thady  came  to  be 


i 


*  The  main  body  of  the  convicts  had  been  placed  on  the  west  side  of  the  cove,  under 
Ross's  command.  The  opposite  side  of  the  cove  was  under  Phillip's  supervision.  The 
detachment  of  marines,  commanded  by  Ross,  was  camped  at  the  head  of  the  cove. 
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ordered  away  from  the  Avorks  that  he  was  employed  in  on  the  west  1789 
side.  His  answer  was,  indeed  he  did  not  know,  but  that  Captain  26  Auj?. 
Collins  had  directed  him  to  order  Thady  to  join  and  work  with 
Bloodsworth's  gang  from  that  morning.  I  then  desired  Mr.  Brewer 
to  go  to  Captain  Collins  and  tell  him,  from  me,  that  I  wished  to 
know  how  Thady  came  to  be  ordered  away  from  the  officers'  huts, 
where  he  was  at  work.  Captain  CoUins's  answer  by  Mr.  Brewer 
was  that  he  knew  notliing  more  of  it  than  when  the  Governor 
was  going  away  he  left  such  orders  with  him. 

However  much  I  felt  myself  hurt  by  this  impropriety  of  the  An  improper 
manner  in  which  the  order  came,  I  immediately  determined  with  °^'^'^'^- 
myself  to  give  way  to  it  so  far  as  to  cause  the  man  to  be  taken  off 
from  the  officer's  hut,  at  which  he  had  been  at  work,  and  sent 
over  to  the  other  side,  which  was  immediately  done.  But  I,  at 
the  same  time,  determined  the  business  of  too  serious  a  nature  or 
tendency  to  pass  over  without  making  your  Excellency  acquainted 
with  it ;  for,  however  trivial  it  may  at  first  view  appear,  yet  the 
nature  of  it,  the  quarter  from  whence  it  came,  your  Excellency's 
name  having  been  made  use  of  upon  the  occasion,  as  well  as  the 
terms  upon  which  I  am  too  well  known  to  stand  with  you,  render  it 
absolutely  necessary  for  me,  in  justice  to  my  own  consequence 
and  character,  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  please  to 
cHrect  me  to  be  informed  of  the  cause  of  such  authority  being  Expi.  nxtku 
assumed  by  those  in  whom  no  such  power  can  at  present  be  vested.  '^*^'^"''^*^- 
But  should  your  Excellency  say — and  I  camiot  possibly  bring 
myself  to  think  you  will — that  you,  on  going  away  from  here, 
left  your  orders  relative  to  the  employing  convicts  with  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  in  place  of  leaving  them  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
I  have  in  such  case  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  explain 
to  me  the  line  of  conduct  which,  as  L'eutenant-Governor  of  this 
settlement,  you  wish  me  either  to  preserve  or  follow,  assuring 
yourself  that  I  shall  endeavour  to  pursue  that  line,  at  least  till 
such  time  as  a  power  superior  to  either  of  us  shall  determine 
the  Ijounds  of  Ijoth,  and  redress  our  grievances.  At  present  I 
acknowledge  myself  as  much  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  the  line  in  tiio  tiaric. 
of  conduct  you  expect  me  to  pursue  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  or 
what  you  expect  from  me,  or  that  I  shall  do,  as  I  was  the  first 
day  of  our  meeting  in  London.  But  as  this  may  be  a  subject  of 
futui-e  discussion,  I  shall  conclude  this  with  my  having  the  honor 
of  being  Your  Excellency's,  etc., 

R.  Ross,  Lieutenant-Governor. 


Judge-Advocate  Collins  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  'Sydney  Cove,  26th  August,  1789. 

Your  Excellency  having  this  evening  done  me  the  favour  Ross's 
to  acciuaint  me  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  written  to  your  i;oi"i'i;""t- 
Excellency   a  letter  complaining  of  some  part  of    my  conduct 
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1789 

20  Aug-. 

Ross's 
comiilaint. 


Its  oricrin. 


Collins  in 
explanation 


No  inten- 
tional 
NM'onar. 


27  Aug. 

Pliillip 
explains. 


towai'ds  him  while  you  were  absent  from  the  settlement,  I  beg 
leave  to  lay  the  following  particulars  before  you  ;  but  in  so  doing 
I  must  request  you  not  to  understand  that  T  seek  either  to  justify 
or  excuse  what  I  have  done,  except  in  the  instance  I  shall  mention ; 
for  however  seriously  the  Lieutenant-Governor  may  treat  the 
circumstance,  I  can  hardly  deem  it  worth  the  discussion,  and  should 
not  say  a  word  on  the  subject  were  I  not  desirous  of  convincing 
your  Excellency  how  little  it  was  my  wish  to  create  a  misunder- 
standing during  your  Excellency's  temporary  absence  from  the 
immediate  seat  of  government. 

Having  received  your  directions  on  the  Saturday  previous  to 
your  departure  for  Rose  Hill  to  order  Thady,  a  convict  plasterer, 
to  join  Bloodsworth's  gang,  I  have  to  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon 
for  not  giving  that  direction  until  late  on  Monday  evening  last, 
at  which  time  I  directed  Bazely  to  inform  the  man  that  he  was  to 
join  Bloodsworth's  gang,  and  Bloods  worth  that  he  was  to  receive 
him  ;  and,  as  I  knew  nothing  where  the  man  had  been  employed, 
I  did  not  suppose  anything  more  was  requisite  than  to  follow  your 
Excellency's  directions. 

In  the  foreiioon  of  yesterday  Mr.  Brewer  came  to  me  from  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  desiring  to  know  by  whose  authority  Thady 
was  ordered  into  Bloodsworth's  gang.  I  returned  my  compliments, 
and  [said]  that  he  was  ordered  by  the  Governor,  who  left  such 
directions  with  me.  Mr.  Brewer  soon  after  came  back  to  tell  me 
that  the  man  would  be  sent  to  receive  his  orders  from  me.  On 
being  informed  by  Bloodsworth  that  he  was  employed  in  plastering 
Lieutenant  Kellow's  hut,  T  told  him — and  aftemvards  gave  the  man 
the  same  directions — to  undoubtedly  finish  Lieutenant  Kellow's 
hut,  or  any  other  work  he  had  in  hand,  as  I  was  certain  your 
Excellency  did  not  know  he  had  any  work  to  finish  when  you 
ordered  him  to  join  Bloodsworth's  gang. 

As  I  conceive  that  if  I  have  done  wrong  in  this  business  it 
is  in  necflectino-  to  order  the  man  to  join  the  overseer  from  the 
Saturday  I  received  your  Excellency's  directions  until  the  Monday 
evening,  so  I  trust  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  be  assured  that 
such  neglect  was  unintentional,  for  it  has  always  been  my  wish  to 
forward,  not  obstruct,  the  j^ublic  service.  I  have,  &c., 

David  Collins. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Major  Ross. 
Sir,  Government  House,  27th  August,  1789. 

A  few  days  before  I  went  to  Rose  Hill  a  list  of  all  the 
convicts  and  their  various  employments  was  made  out  by  my 
directions,  by  which  it  appeared  to  me  that  James  Thady  was 
unemployed.  I  therefore  desired  the  Judge-Advocate  to  order 
him  to  join  the  bricklayers  then  at  work  for  some  of  the  officers, 
and  last  night  upon  my  return  received  your  letter  stating  that 
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an  insult  had  been  offered  you  as  Lieutenant-Governor  during       1789 
my  al)sence  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  in  ordering  a  man  employed     27  Aug-, 
under  your  directions  to  a  different  work. 

I  will,  sir,  repeat  to  you  what  the  Judge-Advocate  says  on 
that  head  in  his  own  words,  "  That  he  forgot  to  give  the  order 
the  day  I  desired  he  would,  and  when  he  did  recollect  it  he 
gave  t)rders  for  that  purpose  ;  l^ut  on  being  told  that  the  man 
was  employed  by  your  directions  at  Lieutenant  Kellow's  hut,  as 
he  was  certain  I  did  not  know  he  had  any  work  in  hand  when 
I  gave  the  order  for  his  joining  the  bricklayers'  party."  This,  sir, 
if  admitted,  will,  I  presume,  satisfy  you  that  no  insult  was  No  insult 
intended.  I  had  myself  informed  you  that  I  was  going  up  the  "''^s"'i<^'i 
harbour  for  two  or  three  days  ;  and  with  respect  to  my  orders 
)j(ung  left  with  the  Judge- Advocate  that  should  have  been  left 
with  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  there  is  not  a  shadow  of -reason 
to  suppose  anything  of  the  kind  ever  was  intended,  and  of  which 
you  must  be  sensible.  And  in  answer  to  your  question  as  to 
Avhat  line  of  conduct  I  wish  you  to  pursue,  I  have,  sir,  only  to 
wish  that  the  peace  of  the  settlement  may  not  be  disturbed,  and 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  be  a  little  more  guarded  in  your 
expressions,  for  I  am  certain  you  will  think  on  reflection  that  Ross 
the  answer  you  gave  to  the  convict  who  came  to  tell  you  his 
time  was  expired — "Would  to  God  my  time  was  expired,  too  !" — 
was  not  calculated  to  make  him  satisfied  with  his  situation,  till 
the  necessary  information  is  received  from  Government  re- 
specting those  people,  who  draw  their  conclusions  from  what 
they  hear,  and  perhaps  veiy  different  from  what  the  words  are 
intended  to  convey.  I  did  not,  sir,  take  notice  of  the  impropriety  A  fault 
I  saw  in  such  a  declaration,  when  you  told  me  that  was  the  only  ^'  ^  ^ 
answer  you  gave  to  the  convict,  who  was  afterwards  sentenced  by 
the  criminal  court  to  a  severe  punishment,  which  he  most 
undoubtedly  deserved,  as  several  officers  were  then  present ;  but 
I  repeat  it,  sir,  that  I  am  certain  you  must  see  the  impropriety 
of  it. 

The  time  cannot  be  far  distant  when  a  legal  inquiry  can  take 
place,  and  all  complaints  will  then  be  attended  to.     Till  when 
his  Majesty's  service    requires  some  little  forbearance  on  your  Forbearance 
part  as  well  as  on  mine.  I  am,  &c.,  necessary. 

A.  Phillip. 

Sir  George  Yonge  to  General  Tonyn. 

Sir,  W.O.,  22  Sept.,  1789.         22  Sept. 

I  have  the  honour  to  signify  to  you  H.M's.  p.  that  you  do  inspection 
inspect  Major  Grose's  corps  of  ft.,  and  transmit  to  me  for  H.M.'s 
information  an  accurate  I'eport  of  the  age,  size,  and  general  iitness 
of  the  recruits  for  active  and  immediate  service,  as  well  as  of  the 
progress  they  appear  to  have  made  in  learning  their  exercise. 
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1789 

2-2  Sept. 

Ag-e  and 
stature. 

Country. 


You  are  to  specify  the  number  of  men  under  five  feet  four  inches 
and  a  half  in  height  and  under  sixteen  years  of  age  or  upwards  of 
thirty.  At  the  same  time  acq't  me  whether  in  your  opinion  any 
of  those  who  fall  under  this  description  are,  nevertheless,  fit  for 
duty. 

You  are  likewise  to  distinguish  the  respective  numbers  of  High- 
landers, Lowlanders,  Irish,  and  English  recruits. 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  inform  me  how  far  the  recruiting 
instructions  of  the  major,  of  which  he  is  to  furnish  you  with  a 
copy,  have  been  observed  in  completing  the  said  corps. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  establishment  of  the  corps, 

which  is  stationed  at  Chatham  B'ks.  ^         ^t- 

Geo.  Yonge. 


29  Sept 

Ship 

to  be  got 
ready. 


New  South 
Wales  Coi-ps. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Geenville  to  the  Lords  of  The 

Admiralty. 

My  Lords,  Wliitehall,  29th  Sept'r,  1789. 

I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  your  Lordships  the  King's 
pleasure  that  you  do  order  one  of  the  44-gun  ships  which  have 
lately  been  employed  in  relieving  the  regiments  serving  in  North 
Ameiica  to  be  got  ready  with  all  possible  dispatch,  in  order  to 
convey  to  New  South  Wales  three  companies  of  the  corps  intended 
to  be  employed  in  that  country,  and  to  bring  home  from  thence  the 
detachment  of  marines  now  serving  there. 

The  three  companies  consist  of  241  men,  oflicers  included,  in 
addition  to  which  accommodation  will  be  wanted  for  seven  ser- 
vants, thirty  women,  and  sixty  tons  of  baggage. 

[No  Signature.]* 


8  Oct. 

Augmenta- 
tion. 


Grose's 
proposal. 


Ma.jor  Grose  to  Uxder  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  London,  October  the  8th,  1789. 

Having  heard  that  an  augmentation  of  the  corps  I  have 
the  honour  to  command  is  likely  to  take  place,  I  take  the  libei'ty 
of  writing  to  you  on  the  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  requesting 
that,  if  such  augmentation  is  to  happen,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
make  it  known  to  me — that  I  am  ready  to  raise  either  one  or  any 
number  of  companies  without  a  shilling  expence  to  Government, 
if  allowed  to  nominate  the  officers.  The  expedition  with  which 
I  raised  three  of  the  four  companies  you  are  allready  acquainted 
with,  and  if  you  would  be  pleased  to  mention  it  it  may  possibly 
plead  in  my  favour  for  the  indulgence  required. 

I  am,  itc, 

F.  Grose,  Major  Com'g. 


*  Apparently  from  tlie  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grcn\  ille. 
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Lieutenant  Bligu  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  (Hanks  Papers  )*        l''83 

Dear  Sir,  Batavia,  October  13,  1789.  i30oi. 

I  am  now  so  ill  that  it  is  with  tlie  utmost  difficulty  I  can  niness. 
write  to  you  ;  but  as  I   hope  to  be  iu  England  before  you  can 
receive  it,  the  necessary  information  which  perhaps  may  be  omitted 
in  this  letter  will  be  of  no  consequence, 

I  have,  however,  for  your  satisfaction,  enclosed  to   you   a  short 
account  of  my  voyage,  f     It  is  nearly  a  copy  of  what  I  have  given  ^°'^°""4,"^ 
to  the   Governor  of  CoupangJ   and  the  Governor-General  here, 
because  my  weak  habit  ot  body  at  present  will   not  allow  me  to 
do  more. 

You  will  now,  sir,  with  all  your  generous  endeavors  for  the 
])ublick  good,  see  an  unfortunate  end  to  the  undertaking  ;  and  I 
feel  very  sensibly  how  you  will  i^eceive  the  news  of  the  failure  of  unfortunate 
an  expedition  that  promised  so  much.  The  anxious  and  miserable  euteiprise. 
hours  I  have  past  is  beyond  my  description ;  but  while  I  have 
health  the  strange  vissicitude  of  human  affaii's  can  never  affect 
me.  Unhappily,  I  have  lost  it  at  present,  for  on  my  arrival  here 
I  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which,  fixing  in  my  head,  it  made  me 
almost  distracted  ;  but  I  am  now  better,  and  am  to  sail  in  the 
packet  on  Thursd.  next,  which  will  save  my  life. 

You  will  find  that  the  ship  was  taken  from   me   in  the  most  ^"^^^^^^'^' 
extraordinary  manner,  and  1  presume  to  say  it  could  not  have  crime. 
been  done  in  any  other  way.     I  can,  however,  sir,  promise  to  you 
that  my  honor  and   character  is  without  a  blemish,  and  I  shall 
appear  as  soon  as  I  possiljly  can  before  the  Admiralty  that  my  i^]qu^i.y°"''' 
conduct  may  be  enquii'ed  into,  and  where  I  shall  convince  the  world 
I  stand  as  an  officer  despising  mercy  and  foregiveness  if  my  conduct 
is  at  all  blameable. 

Had  I  been  accidentally  appointed  to  the  command  the  loss  of 
the  ship  would  give  me  no  material   concern ;  but  when  I  reflect  gj^„^.g 
that  it  was  through  you,  sir,  who  undertook  to  assert  I  was  fully  recommund- 
capable,  and   the   eyes  of    every  one   regarding  the  progress   of  '^*'*^"' 
the  voyage,  and   perhaps  more  with   envy  than  with  delight,   I 
cannot  say  but  it  aftects  me   considerably.     To  those,  however, 
who  may  be  disposed  to  blame,  let  them  see  I  had  in   fact  com- 
pleted   my    undertaking.      What    man's    situation    could    be    so 
jieculiarly  flattering  as  mine  12  hours  before  the  loss  of  the  ship  ?  ^^  warnin" 
Everything   was  in  the   most  perfect   order,   and   we   were  w^ell 
stored  with  every  necessary    both  for    service    and   health.      By 
early  attention  to  those  particulars  I  acted  against  the  power  of 
chance  in  case  I  could   not  get  through  Endeavour  Straights,  as 

*  After  the  seizure  of  the  Bountj-  by  mutineers,  Hlitfh,  with  the  master,  sur^'eon,  two 
quarter-masters,  two  niidsliipmen,  tlie  botanist,  the  clerk,  and  ten  of  tlie  crew,  were  placed 
on  board  one  of  the  ship's  boats,  which  arrived  at  Koepan^f,  a  Dutch  settlement  on  Timor 
Island,  after  a  perilous  voyage  of  3,(!00  miles,  on  the  15th  June,  17811.  Kroni  Koepang',  Bli^'li 
found  his  way  to  Batavia,  and  afterwards  to  En^dand,  via  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

t  Post,  pp.  268-278.  {  Now  spelt  Koepang  or  Kupanj;. 
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well  as  against  auy  accident  that  might  befall  me  in  them ;  and 
to  add  to  this,  I  had  most  successfully  got  my  plants  in  a  most 
flourishing  and  fine  order,  so  that  upon  the  whole  the  voyage  was 
f  over,  and  the  remaining  part  no  way  doubtfull.  Every  person 
was  in  the  most  perfect  health,  to  establish  which  I  had  taken 
the  greatest  pains,  and  bore  a  most  anxious  care  through  the 
whole  course  of  the  voyage. 

I  even  rejected  carrying  stock  for  my  own  use,  and  throwing 
away  tlie  hencoops  and  eveiy  convenience,  I  roofed  a  place  over 
the  quarter-deck  and  filled  it  with  plants,  which  I  looked  at  with 
delight  every  day  of  my  life. 

I  can  only  conjecture  that  the  pirates  (among  whom  is  poor 
Nelson's  assistant)  have  ideally  assured  themselves  of  a  more 
happy  life  among  the  Otaheiteans  than  they  could  possibly  have 
in  England,  which,  joined  to  some  female  connections,  has  most 
likely  been  the  leading  cause  of  the  whole  busyness. 

If  I  had  been  equipped  with  more  officers  and  marines  the 
piracy  could  never  have  happened. 

I  arrived  here  on  the  1st  instant,  and  sollicited  the  Governor- 
General  to  be  allowed  a  passage  in  the  first  ship  that  sailed  for 
Eurojje,  but  he  lias  told  me  that  he  could  not  possibly  send  us  all 
in  one  ship,  and  has  consented,  as  granting  me  a  favor,  to  be 
allowed  to  go  in  the  packet,  for  the  physician-general  has  repre- 
sented my  life  in  danger  if  I  remained  here.      I  am,  etc., 

Wm.  Bligh. 
[p]nclosure.] 

Lieutenant  Bligh  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  (Banks  Papers.)* 

On  the  16th  August,  1787, 1  received  my  commission  to  command 
his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  Bounty  (for  that  was  her  establish- 
ment), and  to  fit  her  out  with  the  utmost  despatch  for  remote  parts. 

The  burthen  of  this  sliijj  was  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
tons,  her  extreme  length  on  deck  90  ft.  10  in.,  and  breadth  from 
outside  to  outside  of  the  bends  24  ft.  3  in.,  a  flush  deck,  and  a 
pretty  figure-head  of  a  woman  in  a  riding-habit. 

The  complement  of  men  and  officers  ; — 

1  lieutenant  and  commander  1  qr. -master's  mate 

1  master  1  boatswain's  mate 

1  boatswain  1  gunner's  mate 

1  gunner  1  carpenter's  mate 

1  carpenter  1  sailmaker 


surgeon 


1 

2  master's  mates 

2  midshipmen 

1  clerk 

2  quarter-masters 


1  armourer 
1  corporal 
1  carpenter's  crew 
24  able  seamen 
45,  total. 


*  This  letter  was  sent  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  on  October  13,  1789.     Ante,  p.  267. 
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Out  of  the  number  45  is  one  borne  not  actually  on  board,  his     1787-8 
pay  going  to  the  support  of  widows,  so  that  the  real  number  on 
board  were  44  seamen  and  officers,  likewise  one  botanist  and  an 
assistant,  the  whole  being  46. 

On  the  4th  October  I  was  fully  victualled  and  stored  for  18  Orders, 
months,  and  on  the  20th  Novemr.,  1787,  I  received  my  final  orders 
to  proceed  on  my  voyage,  the  purport  of  whicli  was  as  follows  : — • 

The  King,  upon  a  representation  from  his  subjects  in  the  West  j^°  !^'*f .*''f 
Indies  that  the  introduction  of  the  bread-fruit>tree  among   them  tree  to  the 
would  be  of  universal  good  to  constitute  an   article  of  food,  and  ^^^^'  indies. 
that  such  having  been  signified  to  be  his  Majesty's  pleasure  unto 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  by  Lord  Sydney,  one 
of  his  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  I  was  therefoi'e  directed  to 
sail  forthwith  round  Cape  Horn  for  the   Society  Islands,  in   lati-  Route, 
tude  about  18°  S.  and  longitude  210°  east  of  Greenwich,  and  there, 
with  the  necessary  articles  I  Avas  furnished  with,  to  pi'ocure  of  the 
natives  as  many  plants  as  I  could  stow  on  board  the  ship. 

Having  completed  this,  I  was  to  proceed  through  Endeavour 
Streights  (which  seperate  New  Guinea  from  New  Holland),  and 
from  thence  to  Prince's  Island,  in  the  Streights  of  Sunda,  leaving 
to  my  discretion  to  touch  at  Java  or  any  other  island  for  refresh- 
ment and  water  as  I  might  think  most  proper. 

From  Prince's  Island  I  was  to  proceed  discretionally  to  St. 
Vincent's,  one  of  the  Windward  Islands,  and  depositing  one-half 
of  my  plants  there,  I  was  to  go  immediat'ly  to  Jamaica,  and  Jamaica. 
]ia\'ing  given  the  remainder  there  to  persons  appointed  to  receive 
them,  I  Avas  then,  with  such  plants  as  were  directed  by  his 
Majesty  to  be  put  on  board,  to  return  to  England. 

This  was  the  sole  design  of  my  voyage,  to  complete  which  I 
sailed  from  Spithead  on  the  23rd  December,  1787. 

On  the  23rd  March,   1788,  I  doubled  Staten  Land,*  and  at- Failure  to 
tempted   to   make  my   passage  round  Cape  Horn,   between  tlie  Horn^  '^^^^^ 
latitude  of  59°  S.   and   61°  S.,  but  I  met  with  such   dreadfull 
tempestuous  weather  and  mountainous  seas,  with  hail  and  snow 
storms,  that  altho'  I  tryed  it  for  30  days  I  could  not  accomplish  it. 

I  therefore  (as  my  people  were  getting  ill,  and  I  had  the  honor 
to  have  the  most  discretionary  orders  to  do  as  I  thought  best  for 
the  good  of  the  voyage)  determined  to  bear  away  for  the  Cape  of  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  on  tlie  22nd  of  April,  and  repassed " Staten  Land  the  ^°o*iHopc. 
next  day. 

On  the  24tli  INIay  anchored  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
having  refitted  and  completed  my  stores  and  provisions,  I  sailed  "^'a"    ., 
on  the  1st  July,  1788,  arrived  at  Van  Diemen's  Land  on  the  20th  L.and. 
August,  and  having  completed  wooding  and  watering,   I   sailed 
from  thence  the  4th  SeptemV)er. 

On  the  19th  September,  after  having  past  the  south  part  of  New  New 
Zealand,  I  discovered  veiy  dangerous  I'ocky  islets  never  known  '*^*^"  " 

•  staten  Island. 
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before.  They  extend  3  J  miles  east  and  west,  and  1^^  north  and 
south.  They  lie  from  the  Traps,  ott'  the  south  end  of  New  Zealand, 
so.  89  east,  distant  146  leagues.  Their  latitude  is  47°  44'  30"  so.; 
longitude,  179°  09'  east. 

On  the  26th  October  I  anchored  in  Matavai  Bay,  Otaheite ; 
sailed  the  25th  December,  and  anchored  in  Toahroah  Harbour,  3 
miles  distance  fi'om  the  bay.  I  remained  here  untill  the  4th 
April,  when  I  sailed  with  1,015  bread-fruit  plants  and  many 
fruit  kind,  in  all  774  pots,  39  tubs,  and  24  boxes.  Latitude  of 
this  harbour,  17°  31'  26"  S.  ;  longitude,  p'r  observ'n,  sun  and  moon, 
and  stars  each  side  of  the  moon,  210°  31'  37"  E.  ;  variation  com- 
pass, 5°  31'  E. 

I  left  these  happy  islanders  in  much  distress,  for  the  utmost 
affection,  regard,  and  good-fellowship  remained  among  us  during 
my  stay.  The  King  and  all  the  Royal  family  were  allways  my 
guests,  and  their  good  sense  and  observations,  joined  with  the 
most  engaging  dispositions  in  the  world,  will  ever  make  them 
beloved  by  all  who  become  acquainted  with  them  as  friends. 

On  the  12th  April  I  discover'd  an  island,  called  by  the  natives 
Whytootackee,  whose  chief  was  named  Comackaiah,  as  I  was 
informed  by  people  in  a  cannoe  that  came  off  to  me.  Their 
language  seemed  to  prove  them  nearly  the  same  people  as  at 
Otaheite.  This  island  is  about  ten  miles  in  circuit,  in  latitude 
18°  52'  S.  It  has  eight  small  keys,  lying  joined  by  a  reef  to 
the  S.S.E.  of  it,  and  one  to  the  W.S.W.  The  southermost  key 
lies  in  latitude  18°  58'  S.  ;  the  longitude  by  observation  is  200° 
19'  east  of  Greenwich  ;  vai'iation  compass,  8°  14'  E. 

On  the  18th  of  April  I  saw  Savage  Island,  in  19°  02'  S.,  and 
longitude,  by  my  observation,  190°  18'  E.  of  Greenwich. 

On  the  21st  of  April  I  made  the  Friendly  Islands,  and  on  the 
23rd  follo\ving  I  anchored  in  Annamoca  Road  (called  by  Tasman, 
Rotterdam).  On  the  26th,  having  completed  my  water  and  got 
on  board  some  wood,  I  sailed. 

This  island  lies  in  latitude  20°  16'  S.,  185°  30'  E. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  in  the  morning,  the  N.W.'most  of  the 
Friendly  Islands,  called  Tofoa,  bore  N.E.  ten  leagues,  and  I  had 
directed  my  course  to  the  W.N.W.,  with  a  ship  in  most  perfect 
.order,  and  all  my  plants  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  all  my 
men  and  officers  in  good  health,  and,  in  short,  everything  to 
flatter  and  insure  my  most  sanguine  expectations  and  success. 

But  I  am  now  to  relate  one  of  the  most  atrocious  and  consumate 
acts  of  piracy  ever  committed. 

At  dawn  of  day  Fletcher  Christian,  officer  of  the  watch,  Charles 
Churchill,  ship's  corporal,  Thomas  Burkitt,  seaman,  and  several 
others  came  into  my  cabbin,  and  while  I  was  asleep  seized  and  tyed 
my  hands  behind  my  back  with  a  strong  cord,  and  with  cutlasses 
and  a  bayonet  fixed   at  my  breast  threatened  instant  death  if 
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I  spoke  or  made  the  least  noise.     I,  nevertheless,  called  out  so       1789 
loud  that  eveiyone  heard  me,  and  were  flying  to  my  assistance ; 
but  all  my  officers,  except  those  concerned,  were  kept  in   their 
cabbins   by  armed    centinels,    and    the  arm-chest  was  in    their  The 
possession.     I  was  now  hauled  upon  deck  in  my  shirt,  and  hands  possession '" 
tyed  behind  me,  held  by  Fletcher  Christian  and  Chai'les  Churchill, 
with  a  bayonet  at  my   breast,  and  two  men,  Alex.    Smith   and 
Thomas   Burkitt,  l)ehind  me  with  loaded  musquets  cocked  aijd 
bayonets  fixed.     Under  this  guard  1  was  kept  abaft  the  mizen- 
mast.      The  different  hatchways  were  all  guarded  by  armed  men 
in  the  same  manner,  and  those  who  were  to   be  sent  out  of  the 
ship,  and  some  of  the  mutineers  who  could  be  spared,  hoisted  the  A  boat 
boats  out.     Among  these  was  the  boatswain,  who,   with  some  '^"'®'®'^- 
others,  got   sails,  twine,  I'ope,  grapnel,  and  a  small  cask  of  water 
into  the  boat,  about  which  there  were  many  altercations  among 
the  mutinous  crew,  and  exerting  myself  in  speaking  loud  to  try 
if  I  could  i-ally  any  with  a  sense  of  duty  in  them,  I  was   saluted 
with,    "  Damn  his  eyes  !  blow  his  brains  out." 

Being  confineil  and  kept  apart  from  everyone,  Mr.  Samuel,  my 
clerk,  secured  to  me  a  quadrant  and  compass,  some  cloaths,  my 
journals,  and  a  few  material  ship's  papers  ;  but  all  my  valuable 
instruments,  with  a  timepiece  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  guineas 
value,  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  maps,  and  drawings,  with  Books  and 
all  my  remarks  and  observations  for  fifteen  years  past,  "were  kept  retained. 
from  me.  He  also  secured  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
of  bread. 

The  ofiicers  and  men  being  now  drove  into  the  boat  one  by  one,  officers  and 
I  was  told  by  Christian,   "Sir,  your  ofiicers  are  now  in  the  boat,  Intothe*^^ 
•^nd  you  must  go  with  them."     I  was  then  taken  hold  of  under  a  ^°^^- 
guard,  and  forced  over  the  gangway  into  the  boat,  which  waited 
only    for  me,  and  untying  my  hands,  I  was  veer'd   astern  by   a 
rope.      A    few    pounds  of  pork    were    now  thrown   to  us,  being 
nineteen  in   number  ;  and   each  began   to  soUicit  some  of  their    .  *" 

little  valuables  that  were  left  behind  them.      I  desired  only  some 
firearms,  and  even  at  last  sollicited  two,  but  we  received  insolence, 
and  were  told  I  should  have  none.    Four  cutlasses  were,  however, 
thrown  into  the  boat,  and  we  were  cast  adrift,  and  rowed  with  Cast  adrift, 
all  our  strength  for  the  land. 

The  size  of  the  boat  was  23  feet  from  stem  to  stern,  and 
I'owed  six  oars,  and  was  so  deeply  lumbered  that  they  believed 
we  could  never  reach  the  shore,  and  some  of  them  made  their 
jokes  of  it.  However,  by  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  got  safe  Shoitcrin? 
under  Tofoa,  but  could  find  no  landing,  and  therefore  kejjt  tlie  \"n,x_^  ^  '^ 
boat  under  the  land  all  night,  paddling  with  tAvo  oars  to  preserA'e 
our  station. 

29th. — Endeavouring  to  find  landing,  to  increase  our  stock  of 
water  and  to  get  some  cocoanuts  and  provisions. 
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30th. — Found  landing  at  the  N.W.  part  of  the  island,  in  a  cove, 
latitude  19°  41'  S.,  as  I  observed  it.  Went  in  search  of  water, 
but  found  only  a  few  quarts  in  holes  of  the  rocks ;  suffered  much 
fatigue  and  distress.  I  should  now  have  proceeded,  as  I  intended, 
for  some  of  the  islands  where  I  had  a  knowledge  of  the  chiefs,  for  1 
was  well  acquainted  here,  but  the  wind  and  sea  was  too  stormy 
to  venture  out.  Part  of  us  slept  in  the  boat,  and  others,  with 
Hiyself,  on  shore,  and  as  we  saw  no  natives  we  felt  our  distress 
the  more,  because  we  wanted  not  to  use  any  of  our  own  stock. 

1st  May. — Pai'ty  out  as  yesterday,  and  found  out  the  residence 
of  the  natives,  who  brought  supplies  of  cocoanuts  and  bread-fruit, 
besides  shells  of  water,  all  of  which  I  bought  for  buttons  which 
we  cut  off  our  cloaths.  They  all  left  us  at  sundown.  W'r  so  windy 
could  not  proceed  to  sea. 

2nd. — In  the  morning  two  cheifs — Eegyeefow,  and  the  othei 
Maccaacabou — came  down  ;  also  two  cannoes  came  in,  and  another 
chief,  called  Vageetee,  and  having  enquired  our  situation  and  my 
determination  to  proceed  to  Paulehow,  their  king  (Eegyeefow) 
agreed  as  soon  as  it  moderated  to  go  with  me.  This  readiness 
gave  me  pleasure,  but  in  a  few  hours  I  had  as  much  uneasyness. 
The  natives  began  to  be  very  troublesome,  and  shewed  signs  of 
hostilities  towards  us.  We,  however,  thought  they  would  go  off 
at  sundown,  as  they  had  done  before,  and  that  then  I  could  leave 
the  place  without  any  risk,  but  it  proved  to  the  contrary,  for 
three  cannoes  were  now  come  in,  and  places  were  fixed  on  for  their 
residence  during  the  night  and  fires  made. 

I  therefore  determined  to  do  our  best  while  it  was  light,  and 
directed  some  provisions  we  had  bought  to  be  put  in  the  boat. 
The  cheifs  desired  I  would  stay,  notwitlistanding  they  perceived 
that  I  saw  all  their  people  were  arming  with  clubs  and  stones. 
We  were  now  all  on  the  go,  and  taking  one  of  the  cheifs  by  the 
hand,  with  a  cutlass  in  the  other,  and  my  people  with  sticks,  we 
proceeded  down  to  the  boat,  when  we  were  attacked  by  a  multi- 
tude of  Indians,  in  the  course  of  which  I  lost  a  veiy  worthy  good 
man,*  and  the  rest  of  us  more  or  less  bruized  and  wounded. 

As  I  hauled  out  to  our  grapnel  I  hoped  they  could  no  longer 
annoy  us,  but  here  I  was  mistaken,  for  they  launched  their  cannoes 
and  gave  battle  to  us,  or  rather  stoned  us,  untill  I  got  a  league 
from  the  land.  I  could  not  return  their  salute  but  with  such 
stones  as  lodged  in  the  boat.  I  therefore,  as  the  only  thing  left 
for  to  save  our  lives,  exhorted  everyone  to  persevere  in  rowing, 
and  throwing  overljoard  some  cloaths,  which  beguiled  them  and 
they  lost  time  in  taking  up,  together  with  the  night  coming  on,  we 
very  miraculously  escaped.  Taking  this  as  a  real  sample  of  their 
natural  disposition,  there  were  little  hopes  to  expect  much  where 
I  was  going,  for  I  considered  their  good  behaviour  hitherto 
owmg  to  a  dread  of  our  firearms,  which  now  knowing  us  to  have 


*  The  Quarter-master,  John  Norton, 
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none  would  not  be  the  case,  and  that  supposing  our  lives  were 
safe,  our  boat,  compass,  and  quadrant  would  all  be  taken  from  me, 
and  thereby  I  should  not  be  able  to  return  to  my  King  and 
country  to  give  an  account  of  the  transaction. 

I  was  now  soUicited  by  every  person  to  take  them  towards 
home,  and  when  I  told  them  no  hopes  of  releif  remamed  for  us 
but  what  I  might  find  at  New  Holland  untill  I  came  to  Timor,  a 
distance  of  1,200  leagues,  where  there  was  a  Governor,  but  that  I 
had  no  idea  at  what  part  of  the  island  the  settlement  was,  they 
all  agreed  to  live  on  one  ounce  of  bread  per  day  and  one  gill  of 
water. 

I  therefore,  after  reccommending  this  promise  for  ever  to  their 
_  memory,  bore  away  for  New  Holland,  and  from  thence  to  Timor, 
a  distance  of  1,200  leagues  accross  a  sea  where  the  navigation  is 
dangerous  and  not  known,  and  in  a  small  boat  dee^D  loaded  with 
eighteen  souls,  without  a  single  map,  and  nothing  but  my  own 
reccollection  and  general  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  places, 
assisted  by  a  table  in  an  old  book  of  latitude  and  longitude,  to 
guide  me. 

Our  stock  of  provisions  at  first  consisted  of  150  pounds  of  bread 
(part  of  which  afterwards  got  damaged  and  lost),  28  gallons  of  water, 
20  pounds  of  pox-k,  3  bottles  of  wine,  and  5  quarts  of  rum. 

It  may  be  asked  what  could  be  the  cause  for  such  a  revolution. 
In  answer  to  which  I  have  only  to  give  a  description  of  Otaheite, 
which  has  every  allui-ement  both  to  luxury  and  ease,  and  is  the 
Paradise  of  the  world. 

The  women  are  handsome  and  mild  in  their  manners  and  conver- 
sation, with  sufficient  delicacy  to  make  them  admired  and  beloved, 
and  the  cheifs  have  acquired  such  a  liking  to  our  people  that  they 
rather  have  encouraged  their  stay  among  them  than  otherwise,  and 
even  made  promises  of  large  possessions  to  them. 

Under  these  and  many  other  attendant  circumstances  equally 
desireable,  is  it  to  be  now  wondered  at  that  a  set  of  sailors  void  of 
connections  (or,  if  they  have  any,  not  possessed  of  natui'al  feelings 
sufficient  to  wish  themselves  never  to  be  seperated  from  them) 
should  be  led  by  such  powerfid  tyes. 

But  equal  to  this,  what  a  temptation  is  it  to  such  wretches 
when  they  find  it  in  their  power  (however  illegally  it  can  be  got  at) 
to  fix  themselves  in  the  midst  of  plenty  in  the  finest  island  in  the 
world,  where  they  need  not  laljour,  and  where  the  allurements  of 
disipation  are  more  than  equal  to  anything  that  can  be  conceived. 

Desertions  have  happened  more  or  less  in  every  ship  that  has 
been  at  the  Society  Isles,  but  it  has  ever  been  in  the  connnander's 
power  to  make  the  cheifs  return  their  people.  They  therefore  knew 
such  a  plan  could  never  succeed,  and  perhaps  suggested  that  never 
so  small  a  ship  and  so  elligible  an  opportunity  would  offer  to  them 
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1789  Christian  was  the  officei'  on  deck,  and  the  whole  watcli  being  con- 

cerned except  two  midshipmen,  who  knew  not  what  their  officer 
was  about,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  business  was  speedily  done, 
all  the  able  men  being  concerned,  and  also  the  greatest  number, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  list : — 

People  who  came  in  the  Loaf. 
John  Fryer,  master  -p  j   qr.-mr. 

Willm.  Cole,  boatswain  '  (    Killed  at  Tofoa. 

Willm.  Peckover,  gunner  Geo.  Simpson,  qr.-mrs.  mate 

Willm.  Purcell,  carpenter  Lawrce.  Libogue,  sailmaker 

Thos.  Dr.  Leward,  act.  surgeon     Robt.  Tinkler,  a  boy 
Wm.  Elphinstone,  master's  mate  Jno.  Smith,  capt's  servt. 
Thos.  Hayward,  mid'n  Thos.  Hall,  shij^'s  cook 

Jno.  Hallett,  do  Robt.  Lamb,  butcher 

Jno.  Samuel,  clerk  David  Nelson,  botanist* 

Peter  Linkletter,  qi\-mr.  18,  total. 

People  who  remained  in  the  ship. 
The  disloyal.  Fletcher  Christian,  master's  mate  Mattw.  Thompson,  seaman 


Geo.  Stewart,  acting  do 

Peter  Heywood,  mid'n. 
Edwd.  Young,       do. 
Clias.  Churchill,  corporal 
James  Morrison,  boatsw's  mate 
John  Mills,  gunner's  mate 
Chas.  Norman,  carp'r's  mate 
Thos.  M'Intosh,     do      crew 
Josh.  Coleman,  armourer 
Thos.   Burkitt,  seaman 
•Jno.  Sumner,  do 

Jno.  AVilliams,         do 


Thos.  Ellison,  do 

Wm.  Mickoy,  do 

Jno.  Millward,  do 
Richd.  Skinner,  do 
Mathw.  Quintal,  do 
Michl.  Byrne,  do 

Heny.  Hilbrant,  do 
Isaac  Martin,  do 

Alex.  Smith,  do 

Willm.  Muspratt,   do 
Willm.  Brown,  botanist's  assist. 
25,  total  remaining  in  the  ship. 


Bad 
weather. 


Islands. 


Chased  by 
canoes. 


To  return  now  to  my  proceedings  in  the  boat.  I  steered  to  the 
W.N.W.,  as  I  formerly  had  heard  from  the  Freindly  Island  people 
that  land  lay  in  that  quarter. 

The  weather  very  boisterous,  and  obliged  to  keep  right  before 
the  sea,  which  at  times  run  into  us  and  nearly  filled  the  boat,  and 
were  obliged  to  throw  all  spare  cloaths  overboard  and  every  article 
we  could  possibly  do  without. 

On  the  4th  May,  latitude  18"  58'  S.,  long.  182°  16'  E.,  I  dis- 
cover'd  land,  an  island,  W.S.W.  4  or  5  leagues. 

On  the  Gth  discovered  ten  other  islands,  and  that  day  at  noon 
was  in  lat.  17°  53'  S.,  and  long.  179°  43'  east.     Many  shoals. 

On  the  7tli  discovered  other  islands  ;  at  noon  latitude  16°  33'  S., 
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On  the  9th  fair  Nv'r ;  kept  steering  to  the  W.N.W.  and  west. 


*  Died  of  fever  at  Koepang'.    Post,  p.  27S. 
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On  the  lOtli  very  heavy  rains,  hard  gales  and  a  high  sea  unto       1789 
the  14th  ;  suffered  much  cold  in  the  nights,  being  constantly  wet.       13  Oct. 

On   the    1-lrth   discovered  land — five  islands — and  were  at  noon  islands, 
in  latitude  13'  29'  8.,  169'  31'  E. ;  steered  to  W.S.W. 

On  the  1.5th  discovered  an  island  ;  latitude  at  noon  13'  4'  S.,  long. 
167'  35'  E.  Very  fresh  gale  and  high  sea,  with  rain ;  constantly  wet 
and  constantly  bailing.  DistressVl  for  want  of  light  to  see  to  steer 
l)y,  the  w"r  Ijeing  stormy,  with  thunder,  lightning,  rain,  and  a  high 
sea,  keeping  the  boat  before  it  to  the  21st,  when  we  had  most  dread-  stormy 
full  weather,  and  the  rain  fell  so  heavy  that  we  could  scarce  keep  ^^°^ 
the  boat  from  tilling. 

To  the  24th  the  weather  and  sea  continued  very  bad,  and  we  Sufferings  in 
now  dreaded  the  nights,  for  we  were  all  benumbed  with  cold,  and  ^  '°'^  ' 
what  added  to  our  distress  in  the  weak  situation  we  were  in,  one 
of  us  in  turns  was  obliged  to  be  constantly  bailing  the  boat  in  all 
this  dreadfull  weather,  being  continually  wet,  and  never  having  a 
dry  rag  about  us.  The  i-esource  I  directed  to  be  taken  was,  in  the 
intervals  when  the  vain  ceased  to  strip  naked  and  wash  and  wring 
all  our  cloaths  in  the  sea,  which  was  a  great  refreshment. 

To  the  28th  the  weather  better,  when  at  midnight  I  fell  in  with  The 
most  dreadfull  breakers,  but  I  was  able  to  stand  away  clear  of  coast. 
them.  As  I  knew  I  was  near  the  coast  of  New  Holland,  I  con- 
sidered this  to  be  the  reef  off  that  coast,  and  I  therefore  stood  to 
the  west  again  in  the  morning  to  search  for  a  j^assage  within  it. 
At  9  in  the  morning  I  saw  the  I'eef  again,  and  soon  after  standing 
along  it  to  the  northward  I  discovered  an  opening,  which  I  safely 
entered  and  got  into  smooth  water. 

At  noon  latitude  12°  46' S.,  14-5'  02'  E.     The  entrance  I  came 
in  at  S.E.,  about  2  leagues. 

At  ^-past  5  in  the  afternoon  I  got  into  a  bay  on  an  island  about  a  Landing'  on 
^  mile  from  the  main,  and  finding  it  uninhabited  I  determined  on  ^"''*'^"  • 
searching  for  supplies.     Night  came  on.      We,  however,  got  a  few 
oysters  from  the  rocks,  which  gave  us  a  tolerable  good  meal. 

As  our  boat  was  only  laroje  enough  to  admitt  one  half  of  us  to  Division  of 
rest  at  a  time,  I  consented  that  one  party  should  sleep  on  shore,     ®  ^'^^  ^' 
but,  unfortunately,  having  no  materials,  we  could  not  light  a  fire. 

29th  May. — At  dawn  of  day  we  went  in  search  of  watei  and  what 
else  we  could  get,  and  happily  by  digging  found  fine  fresh  v/ater,  and 
plenty  of  it.  Oysters  were  the  only  supply  besides,  of  which,  with  our  Oysters, 
allowance  of  bread,  we  made  very  good  stews.  When  the  sun  came 
out  strong  I  was  enabled  to  kindle  afire  by  a  small  magnifying-glass, 
and  we  then  made  tinder  and  matches  to  supply  our  wants  in  future. 

All  hands  were  very  weak,  which  with  dizziness  in  the  head  and  illness. 
a  dreadfull  tenesmus  were  the  only  complaints.      At  night  part  of 
us  slept  on  shore. 

30th  May. — I  now  determined,  as  the  people  weic  a  little  re- 
freshed, to  proceed  on.     I  therefore  by  noon  got  our  small  water- 
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casks  filled,  and  having  foiuid  some  fern  root  that  I  thought  whole- 
some and  very  conducive  to  prevent  thirst,  I  ordered  a  parcel  into 
the  boat.  Birds  could  have  easily  have  been  got  here  if  I  had 
had  arms.  On  that  account  every  one  we  saw  recalled  to  us  our 
miserable  situation,  but  Providence  has  been  graciously  kind  to  us, 
for  we  frequently  caught  by  hand  sea  fowls,  which  made  great 
additions  to  our  dinners  of  bread.  The  frequent  supply  of  water 
was  also  a  great  blessing,  but  I  had  not  vessels  to  contain  a  suffi- 
cient allowance  ;  it  therefore  happen'd  that  nearly  half  a  pint  of 
water  was  what  each  person  received  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
issued  at  8  in  the  morning,  at  noon,  and  sunset,  withg-f  of  a  pound 
of  bread  at  breakfast,  and  the  same  at  dinner. 

I  found  the  latitude  of  this  place  12°  39'  S.,  144°  44'  E.  The 
main  appeared  with  a  variety  of  high  and  low  land,  interspersed 
with  wood,  aiid  the  more  interior  parts  mountainous. 

31. — At  4  in  the  afternoon,  having  performed  divine  service,  I 
sailed.  Saw  twenty  natives,  armed  with  spears,  come  down  on  the 
shore  opposite  to  us.  They  were  black,  and  waved  to  us  to  come 
to  them. 

I  steered  along  shore  to  the  N.N.  W.  and  N.  W.  by  N.,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  coast.  Saw  several  islands,  and  at  8  in  the  morning 
passed  through  a  cluster,  and  saw  more  natives  armed  in  the  same 
manner,  and  made  the  same  signs.      I,  however,  did  not  land. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  all  changed,  being  very  low, 
and  mostly  sandhills.  Landed  on  an  island,  and  gathered  shell- 
fish, oysters,  and  clams  ;  also  water,  in  the  hollow  of  a  rock,  which 
enabled  us  to  fill  our  sea  store. 

From  the  heights  of  this  island  I  saw  a  small  key  to  the  N.  W.  by 
N.  As  my  pi'csent  situation  was,  therefore,  too  near  the  main, 
having  discovered  at  this  place  the  natives  to  have  cannoes,  I  again 
prepared  to  sail,  so  as  to  reach  the  key  before  night.  At  noon  dined 
on  stewed  oystei^s  and  clams.  Found  the  latitude  of  this  isl'd  11° 
58'  S.,  144°  29'  E. 

1st  June. — With  a  continuance  of  fine  w'r  this  evening  I  landed 
and  spent  the  night  at  the  key  above  mentioned  ;  could  get  no 
supplies  of  any  kind.  Some  of  my  people  were  taken  ill  with 
vomitings  and  dizziness;  besides,  a  most  dreadful  tenesmus  afflicted 
many  of  them,  who  had  not  been  at  stool  for  three  weeks,  and  some 
more. 

At  noon  I  found  the  latitude  of  this  key  11°  47'  S.,  longitude 
144°  24'  E. 

2nd  June. — TJiis  afternoon  it  came  on  strong  gales,  and  my 
people  being  still  ill  I  prefered  giving  them  a  good  night's  rest 
to  going  to  sea.  At  dawn  of  day  I  sailed ;  people  much  better. 
Passed  several  islands  ;  the  coast  sandy  and  barren.  At  noon, 
lat.  11°  18'  S.,  144°  20'  E.,  I  saw  what  I  considered  to  be  Cape 
York,  bearing  W.  h  N.,  3  leagues. 
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3rcl. — At   night  I  again  stopt  on  an  island,  whose  hititude  is       1789 
10"  52'  S.,  14:1'  05'  E.,  by  corrected   longitude  from  Cape  York,  islands, 
■whose   true   situation    is   141°    15'    E.     My    account,  therefore, 
yesterday  was  3"  05'  wrong. 

4th. — At  dawn  of  day  I  again  sailed,  and  followed  the  direc- 
tion of  the  coast  to  the  N.W.  ;  saw  many  islands  and  breakers. 
At  noon  I  was  in  10'  31'  S.,  and  140-'  40'  E.     I  now  found  I  had  Torres 
doubled  the  north  part  of  New  Holland.*  straits. 

At  5  o'clock  this  evening  I  left  New  Holland,  and  steered 
accordingly  for  Timor,  the  latitude  of  which  I  was  not  very 
certain  of.  However,  I  determined  to  make  it  in  the  latitude  of 
about  9°  30'  S. 

On  the   1 2th  June,  at  3  in  the   morning,  I  saw  the   island  of  Timor 
Timor,  bearing  W.N.W.  ''='^'"'- 

At  daylight,  finding  I  was  on  the   S.E.  end  of  it,  I   went  to 
the  south  of  the  island,  laying-to  at  night  lest  I  might  pass  any  Lying-to. 
settlement,  for  I  was  not  certain  where  the  Governor  resided. 

On  the  14th,  in  the  afternoon,  after  having  passed  through  a 
very  heavy  breaking  sea  and  sho&l  water,  I  discovered  an  opening, 
into  which  I  entered  and  anchored  at  3  o'clock,  which  I  since  At  anchor. 
find  to  be  a  bay  on  Timor,  opposite  to  Pulo  Samow,  in  the  south 
entrance,  the  island  Rotty  being  in  sight  to  the  S.W.  by  S. 

Saw  some  Malays  on  the  shore.  Sent  two  men  after  them, 
and  they  brought  several  men  to  me.  One  of  them  agreed  to  be 
my  pilot,  and  I  agreed  to  give  ten  half-ducatoons  to  conduct  me 
to  the  Governor. 

This  being  settled,  we  rowed  along  shore,  conducted  by  him, 
and  on  the  morning,  at  dawn  of  day,  I  anchored  off  Coupang,  off 
and  waited  for  leave  to  come  on  shore.     At  sunrise  I  was  desired  k°^p*'*§^' 
by  a  soldier  to  come  on  sliore,  and  I  was  conducted  to  a  gentle- 
man's  house    (Captain  Spykerman),   who,    upon  my  application, 
ordered  breakfast  and  victuals  for  all  hands ;  the  Governor,  from 
severe  indisposition,  not  being  able  to  see  me  just  at  that  time. 
Tlie  surgeon,  a  ]Mr.  Max,  gave  us  every  kind  assistance  in  dress-  Kind 
ing  our  sores,  and  all  who  saw  us  were  ready  to  contribute  to  the  *''^*'^'"*^»'- 
comfort  of  such  poor  distress'd  creatures,  one-half  of  whom  could 
not  have  survived  a  week  longer,  and  some,  perhaps,  not  a  few  days. 

The  Governor,  with  much  goodness,  became  anxious  about  us,  s.\Tnpathy 
and  altho'  his  illness  was  very  severe,  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  see  i^^"^  '^*= 

i-v_ii)ii  1  •!•  m        •  1  Governor. 

nun  by  i  i  o  clock,  and  was  received  in  a  most  anectionate  and  pecu- 
liar manner  of  kindness,  wliich  will  ever  endear  him  to  my  memory. 

Orders  were  instantly  given  f(jr  our  accomodation  and  supplies, 
and  I  had  full  power  to  see  my  people  taken  care  of. 

Thus  liappily  ended,  through  the  blessing  of  Divine  Pro\"idence, 
witliout  accident,  a  voyage  of  the  most  extraordinary  nature  that  An  extra- 
ever  happened  in  the  world,  let  it  be  taken  either  in  its  extent,  voya"4'^* 
duration,  or  so  much  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

*  He  had  passed  Cape  York  and  was  in  Torres  Straits. 
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I  remained  at  Coupang  iintill  the  20th  August,  1789,*  during 
which  time  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Mr.  David  Kelson  (bot- 
anist), whose  good  conduct  in  the  course  of  the  whole  voyage  and 
manly  fortitude  in  our  late  disastrous  circumstances  deserves  this 
tribute  to  his  memory.      He  died  of  a  fever  on  the  20th  of  July. 

I  have  not  given  so  full  an  account  to  the  Admiralty.  You  will 
please,  therefore,  to  attend  to  it  in  that  particular.! 


Under  Secretary  Lewisj  to  Major  Grose. 

Sir,  W.O.,  14  October,  1789. 

I  have  the  S.  of  "VV.'s  directions  to  apprize  you  that  two  of 
the  ships  destined  to  convey  convicts  to  New  South  Wales  will  be 
ready  to  take  on  board  the  detachments  of  your  corps  which  are 
to  guai'd  them  on  Monday  next  at  Gravesend. 

You  will  accordingly  take  care  that  two  detachments  be  in 
readiness  to  embark  at  that  time,  the  one  to  consist  of  two  com- 
missioned officers  and  forty  men,  including  non-commissioned,  and 
the  other  of  two  commissioned  officers  and  thirty  men,  including 
non-com'd  offi'rs.  Another  detachment  of  two  officers  and  thirty 
men  will  be  required  in  about  ten  days. 

The  remainder  of  the  corps  will  embark  in  a  44-gun  ship,  com- 
manded by  a  lieutenant  of  the  Navy,  in  the  covirse  of  a  fort- 
night. -.,-    T 

°  M.  Lewis. 


16  Oct. 


A  detach- 
ment to  go  in 
transports. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  The  Secretary  at  War. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  16th  October,  1789. 

I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure 
that  you  do  give  orders  that  a  detachment  of  the  corps  which 
has  been  raised  to  serve  in  New  South  Wales,  consisting  of  the 
number  of  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  the  margin,^  may  be 
held  in  constant  readiness  to  embark  at  Woolwich,  on  board  the 
Neptune,  Scarborough,  and  Surprize,  transports,  now  preparing 
for  the  receiition  of  con%'icts  destined  for  New  South  Wales,  in 
order  to  guaixl  the  said  convicts,  and  preventing  their  effecting 
their  escape  or  gaining  possession  of  the  ships  during  their  passage 
thither. 

*  Bligh  arrived  at  Batavia  on  the  1st  of  October,  1789,  and  sailed  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  on  the  16th  October,  arriving,'  on  the  Kith  December.  He  left  the  Cape  on  the  2nd 
January,  1790,  and  arri\ed  at  Pfirtsmouth  on  the  14th  March. 

t  The  last  sentence  is  in  Blis;h's  handwriting.  The  account  of  the  mutiny  and  boat 
voyagre  was  ajiivtarently  cojiied  from  liis  MS.  Bligh's  official  report  to  the  Admiralty, 
written  from  Koepang,  was  not  received  until  this  volume  had  been  pre]iared  for  ]iress. 
It  will  be  found,  however,  in  Ai^pendiv  A.  It  contains  some  information  not  given  here. 
Although  Bligh  did  not  give  "so  full  an  account  to  the  Adnuralty,"  he  wrote  and  pub- 
lished, on  his  return  to  England  in  1790,  "  A  Narrative  of  the  Mutiny  on  board  His 
Majesty's  Ship  Bounty,"  which  occupied  88  pages  4to.  It  was  repeated  in  a  fuller  account 
of  the  Bounty's  voyage,  publishe  1  in  1792. 

}  Mr.  Matthew  Lewis,  Under  Secretary  at  War. 

§  Neptune  :  Officers,  2  ;  men,  40—42.  Scarborough  :  Officers,  2  ;  men,  30—32.  Surprize  : 
Officers,  2  ;  men,  30—32.     Total,  106. 
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With  regard  to  the  remainder  of  that  corps,  I  am  to  acquaint       1789 
you  tliat  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  pursuant  to      leoct. 
his  ^Majesty's  commands,  have   ordered  one  of  the  44-gun  ships  t,j,,^q{ 
which  have  been  employed  in  relieving  the  regiments  serving  upon  ihecorpsina 
foreign  stations  to  be    equipped  with  all  possible  expedition,  in    ' 
order  to  convey  it  to  New  South  Wales,  and  to  bring  home  from 
thence  the  detachment  of  marines  now  serving  there,  which  ship, 
I  am  informed,  is  nearly  ready  to  proceed  upon  that  service. 

I  am,  itc, 
AV.  W.  Grenville. 

Under  Secretary  Nepean  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis, 
Sir,  Whitehall,  17th  October,  1789.  "Oct. 

I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Sec'y  Grenville  to  acquaint  you,  in 
addition  to  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  at  War  of  yesterday's  date, 
that  the  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  intended  to 
be  put  on  board  the  Neptune  and  Scarborough,  transports,  to  guard  ^j^^"^^^** 
the  convicts  which  these  ships  have  been  ordered  to  receive,  are  to 
be  embarked  at  Gravesend,  on  Thursday  morning  at  nine  o'clock, 
at  which  hour  boats  will  be  ready  to  carry  them  on  board. 

The  Surprize  will  not  be  ready  to  receive  the  detachment  intended 
for  that  ship  for  some  days.  I  am,  etc., 

___^_  Evan  Nepean, 

Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  Major  Grose. 

Sir,  W.O.,  17  October,  1789. 

In  the  abs'ceof  the  S.  of  W.,  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you 
enclosed  H.M.  orders  and  instructions  for  the  conduct  of  your  instructions, 
corps  during  their  voyage  to  N.S.W.,  and  also  an  order  for  making 
two  detachments  therefrom  which  are  to  embark  on  Thursday  next. 

When  the  whole  of  the  corps  shall  have  embarked,  you  will  Returns, 
transmit  to  Sir  George  Yonge  for  H.M.'s  information  a  return 
agreeable  to  the  return  (sic)  herewith  enclosed,  and  a  like  return 
addressed  to  the  adjutant-general  at  his  office  in  London. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  have  it  understood  that  one  of  the 

vessels  intended  to  convey  part  of  your  corps  is  not  an  ordinaiy 

transport,  but  a  king's  ship,*  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  Naval 

Royal  Navy,  who   is   entitled  to  the  full  exercise   of  the  chief  'command. 

command  on  board,  but  will  of  course  avoid  interfering  with  the 

officers  of  your  corps  in  any  matters  respecting  the  internal  detail 

thereof.  ,^    -r 

tt;,    1  ^  M.  Lewis. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Orders  for  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

The  commanding  officer  is  to  take  care  that  every  morning  all  the  Discipline 

men  be  brought  up  on  deck,  the  berths  cleaned,  and  the  bedding  "•'  ^'^^• 

bi'ought  up  to  air,  if  the  weather  permits. 

Tliat  no  smoaking  be  suffered  between  decks. 

*  H.M.S.  Gorgon.    Post,  p.  285. 
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1789  That  no  gaming  be  allowed  ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  suffered 

17  Oct.      to  vend  or  distribute  drams  or  spirituous  liquors. 

That  as  many  men  as  possible  be  kept  upon  deck  in  the  day- 
time. 
Shore  leave.  jf  j^j^^y  Qf  ^]^g  vessels  shoukl  put  into  any  port  or  harbour,  no 
officer  or  soldier  is  to  go  on  shore  but  by  the  consent  of  the  offi'r 
com'g  the  troops  on  board  such  vessels.  And  when  any  soldiers 
are  allowed  to  go  on  shore  a  non-com'd  offi'r  is  to  go  with  them, 
who  is  to  be  answei'able  for  their  conduct  while  on  shore. 
Deduction  ij^j^g  com'g  offi'r  will  acq't  the  corps  that  in  order  to  contribute 

foi-  exjjenses.  »  „      '■       .   .  ^      -, 

towards  the  expence  oi  provisions  on  board,  the  paym  r-gen  1  of 
the  forces  is  directed  to  make  a  deduction  of  threepence  per  diem 
from  every  offi'r,  non-com'd  offi'r,  and  soldier  borne  on  the  full 
establishment  of  the  corps  during  the  time  of  their  being  on  board 
ship ;  and  the  major  is  ordered  to  take  care  that  the  agent  or 
paym'r  stops  no  more  from  any  offi'r,  non-com'd  offir,  or  soldier 
on  account  of  provisions  than  the  said  threepence  per  diem,  the 
commanders  of  the  said  vessels  certifying  the  number  of  days  the 
troops  shall  have  been  on  board  their  respective  ships. 
Orders  on  Upoii  the  arrival  of  the  corps  at  New  South  Wales  they  are  to 

follow  such  orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  Governor  Philip  or 
offi'r  com'g-in-chief  H.M.  forces  in  those  parts  for  the  time  being. 

Geo.  Yoxge. 

Captain  Harvey  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 
28  Oct.  Sir,  Portsmouth,  28  Oct.,  1789. 

Upon  receiving  my  present  commission  to  command  his 

m^and^the  ^^^j^sty's  ship  Gorgoii,  destined  for  ISTew  South  Wales,  I  waited 

Gorgon.        Oil  you,  but  iiot  having  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  by  your  not 

being  in  town,  seeing  the  impossibility  of  getting  to  London  again,  I 

take  this  opportunity  to  return  you  my  most  unfeigned  and  sincere 

thanks  for  your  friendship  in  getting  me  this  command.* 

I  have  one  more  favor  of  you  to  beg,  which  is,  that  you  will 
command  and  give  me  such  instructions  what  curiositys,  &c.,  itc, 
to  get  for  you,  and  by  so  doing  you  will  still  more  oblige. 

Yours,  &c., 

Wm.  Harvey. 

Warrant  for  Transportation. 
George  R. 
30  Oct.  W^HEREAS  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  our 
reign,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  continue  several  laws  relating  to  the 
granting  a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  certain  species  of  British 
and  Irish  linens  exported,  and  taking  off  the  duties  on  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  raw  linen  yarns  made  of  flax ;  and  to  the  pre- 

*  Captain  Harvey  was  superseded  by  Captain  John  Parker.    Post,  p.  427. 
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venting  tlie  committing  of  frauds  by  bankrupts  ;  and  for  continuing  1789 
and  amending  several  laws  relating  to  the  imprisonment  and  trans-  28  Oct. 
portation  of  otfenders."     It  is  amongst  other  things  enacted  that  rr  . 

"Nvhenever  we  shall  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  the  transportation  t,ion  laws. 
of  any  offender  or  offenders,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  us 
under  our  royal  sign  manual,  if  we  shall  think  fit  to  authorize  and 
empower  any  person  or  persons  to  make  contracts  for  the  effectual  Contracts, 
transportation  of  such  offender  and  offenders,  and  to  direct  to 
what  person  or  persons  security  shall  be  given  for  the  effectual 
transportation    of    such   offender   or  offenders ;    and  every   such 
contract  and  security   shall  be  equally  valid  and  effectual,  and 
every  person  contracting  for  the  transportation  of  any  offender 
or  offenders  with  any  person  or  persons  so  authorized  by   us  as 
aforesaid  shall  have  the    like   property   in    the  serAice  of   such, 
offender  or  offenders,  as  if  such  contract  had  been  made,  and  such 
security  had  been  given  in  the  manner  required  in  the  Act  passed 
in  the  twenty -fourth  year   of  our  reign  intituled  "  An  Act  for 
the  effectual  transportation  of  felons  and  other  offenders."     And 
wdiereas  from  the  great  number  of  persons  remaining  on  board  Accunmla- 
the  hulks  and  in  the  several  prisons  within  this  kingdom  under  convicts, 
sentence    of    transportation,  we    have,    pursuant    to  the    powers 
vested  in  us  by  the  said  recited  Acts,  thought  fit  to  give  directions 
that  a  number  of  convicts  who  were  severally  convicted  at  the 
times  and  places  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  respectively  received 
sentence  to  be  transported,  be  immediately  and  eftectually  trans- 
ported to  our  territory  of  New  South  Wales  pursuant,  to  their  xransporta- 
respective  sentences.     We  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  our  gouti^vvale^ 
trusty  and  well-beloved  Thomas  Shelton,  Esq're,  to  make  a  con- 
tract or  contracts  with  any  fit  person  or  persons  for  the  effectual  Contractors 
transportation  of  the  several  convicts  whose  names  are  inserted  secmin-. 
in    the  list    hereunto  annexed,   and  to   take    security  from    the 
person  or  persons  so  contracting  for  the  transportation  of  the  said 
con\dcts,  that  he  or  they  will  transport,  or  cause  to  be  effectually 
transported  the  said  several  convicts  to  our  said  territory  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  procure  such  evidence  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will    admit  of  the  landing  of  the  said  several  convicts,  at  our 
territory  aforesaid   (death   and   casualty    by  sea   excepted)   and 
that  they  shall  not  respectively  be  suffered  to  return   to   Great  Provision 
Britain  or  Ireland  by  the  wilful  default  of  the  said  person  or  Sffault. 
persons  so  contracting  as  aforesaid,  or  of  his  or  their  assigns 
according  to   the  directions  of  the  aforesaid  Act  passed  in  the 
twenty-fourth  year  of  our  reign  :    And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be 
your  warrant. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  thirtieth  day  of  October, 
1789,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command. 
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1789  LIEUTENANT-GOVERXOK    GrOSe's    CoMMlSSIOX. 

2  Nov.  George  R. 

George  the  Third,  Ac,  to  our  ti'usty  and  well-beloved  Major  Francis 

Grose,  greeting : — 

We,    reposing   especial    trust    and    confidence    in   your   loyalty, 

courage,  and  experience  in  military  afitiirs,  do,  by  these  presents, 

Lieut.-  constitute    and   appoint   you   to   be  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 

settlement  within  our  territory  called  New  South  AVales,  in  the 

room  of  Major  Robert  Ross,  from  and   immediately  after  your 

arrival  in  our  said  settlement.    You  are,  therefore,  as  Lieutenant- 

To  take        Governor  to  take  the  said  settlement  into  your  care  and  charge, 

that  capa-     and  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  Lieutenant- 

^^^y-  Governor  thereof,  by  doing  and  performing  all  and  all  manner 

of  things  thereunto  belonging ;  and  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge 

and  require  all  our  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  hei-eafter  be  in 

our  said  territory,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  obey 

you  as  our  Lieutenant-Governor  thereof;   and  you  are  to  observe 

Orders  and    and  follow  such  Orders  and  instructions  from  time  to  time  as  you 

mstructioEs.  gj^^ll  receive  from  us,  our  Governor  of  our  said  territory  for  the 

time  being,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer,  according  to  the 

rules  and  discipline  of  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  we  hereby 

repose  in  you. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  second  day  of  November, 
1789,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

W.  W.  Grenville. 


CNov. 


The  Home  Department  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  6th  Nov'r,  1789. 

It  having  been  represented  by  Major  Grose  and  Captain 
Nepean,  the  latter  of  whom  is  to  embark  with  a  party  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps  on  board  the  Neptune,  transport,  which  is  to 
convey  to  that  country  a  considerable  number  of  convicts,  that 
there  is  only  one  surgeon  under  the  contractor's  appointment  to 
embark  in  the  said  sliip,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary,  in  case  of 
sickness  on  board,  that  the  surgeon  or  surgeon's  mate  of  Major 
Grose's  corps  should  be  ordered  to  take  his  passage  in  her,  I  am 
directed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Grenville  to  desire  that  you  will  move 
Surgeon?  the  Secretary  at  War  to  give  direction  that  the  surgeon  or  surgeon's 
mate  of  that  corps,  as  may  be  thought  proper,  do  take  his  passage 
on  board  that  ship.  I  am,  Arc, 

S.  Bernard. 

The  Home  Department  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis. 
9  Nov.  Sir,  AVhitehall,  9th  Nov'r,  1789. 

The  Surprize,  transport,  intended  to  carry  out  some  of  the 
convicts  to   New   South   Wales,  and  now  lying  in  the  galleons 


Assistant 
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in  the  river  Thames,  being  ready  for  sea,  I  am  directed  by  Mr.       1789 
Secretary  Grenville  to  desire  tliat  orders   may  be  given   without      9  Xov. 
delay  for  putting  on  board  tliat  shij)  two  officers  and  thirty  men 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  as  ruentioned  in  his  letter  of  the 
16th  of  last  month  to  the  Secretary  at  War. 

I  am,  etc., 
■  S.  Bernard. 

To  Mr.  Nepean.*  (Banks  Papers). 
The  Golden  Grove  brings  14  kangaroo  skins;  a  bird,  to  be  knoAvn  Animals, 
by  the  smell  it  had  when  living,  it  buiTOws  in  the  sand  like  a  rabbit,  port^jack- 
and  comes  out  only  in  the  night;  a  dog,  called  dingo;  a  small  box  son. 
of  black  lead,  any  quantity  of  which  may  be  obtained.     Emus  are 
seen  frequently,  but  no  more  have  been  killed. 

He  has  built  a  good  house  of  brick  and  stone,  56  above  high- 
water  mark,  and  on  sinking  near  it  a  well  15  feet  in  rock  has 
found  a  spring  of  excellent  water,  f 


Lieutenant  Riou  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
H.^I.  ship  Guardian,  Table  Bay, 

Sir,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  25th  November,  1789.  25  Nov. 

I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the 
Bight  Honourable   the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
the  arrival  of  his  jVLajesty's  ship  Guardian  at  this  place.     I  entrust  The 
this  letter  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Hiram  Lloyd,  master  of  the  ship  tiiTcape!  ^^ 
Roman  Emperor,  a  south  whaler,  who  sails  for  Saldanha  Bay 
this  instant,  and  thence  to  England.      Having,  unfortunately,  on 
board  the  Guardian  two  seamen,  who  I  find  to  be  unfit  for  his 
Majesty's  service,  and  rendered  by  their  disorder  totally  unservice- 
able, I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  sending  them  home,  with  their  L'nservice- 
certificates,  on  board  the  above  ship.      I  hope  the  hurry  in  which 
I  write  this  will  be  excused,  as  the  ship  is  preparing  to  depart 
instantly,  and  as  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  she  may  arrive  in 
England  befoi-e  other  ships  which  may  sail  hereafter,  I  thought  it 
incumbent  on  me  by  no  means  to  detain  her. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Vestal,  as  I  am  informed,  sailed  hence  about  Vestal. 
ten  days  ago. 

The  last  intelligence  I  had  of  the  Lady  Juliana,  transport,  was  Lady 
from  a  soutli  whaler,  which  I  spoke  with  in  the  latitude  of  2°  14'  J"'''"'^- 
north,  the  master  of  which  informed  me  that  that  ship  had  sailed 
from  Porto  Praya  on  the  21st  day  of  September.     I  have,  &c., 

E.  Riou. 

*  So  endorsed  in  Sir  .Josei>h  Banks'  handwriting,  dated  17th  November,  1789.  On  the  back 
of  the  paper  is  this  label  attached  by  wafers:  -"  Essential  oil  drawn  from  the  leaves  of  a 
large  tree  ;  its  smell  and  taste  resembling  the  nutpejipermint.  Of  these  trees  we  have  great 
abundance."  Below  the  label  Sir  Joseph  Banks  has  written: — "  This  ticket  was  fi.xed  to 
tlic  iiottic  of  essential  oil." 

t  The  house  referred  to  is  evidently  the  Governor's.  See  officer's  letter,  18  November, 
1788.     Ante,  p.  22a. 
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1789 
2  Dec. 


The 
Neptune. 


Convicts' 
wives. 


Mistresses. 


Clothing. 


•24  Dec. 

The  second 
fleet. 


1,008  con- 
victs. 


Wives  and 
mistresses. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Lieut.  Shapcote.  * 

Sir,  Whitehall,  2nd  Decem'r,  1789. 

The  contractor  for  the  transportation  of  convicts  to  New- 
South  Wales  has  informed  me  that  the  apartment  designed  for 
the  female  convicts  on  board  the  Neptune  is  capable  of  contain- 
ing between  thirty  and  forty  more  than  the  number  now  on  boaixl, 
and  that  preparations  have  been  made  by  him  for  the  reception  of 
such  other  females  as  may  be  ready  to  embark. 

As  it  is  probable  some  of  the  male  convicts  put  on  board  the 
ship  now  under  dispatch  may  be  desirous  that  their  wives  should 
accompany  them,  it  has  been  thought  adviseable  that  so  many  of 
them  shall  be  allowed  to  eml^ark  as  can  conveniently  l^e  accomo- 
dated, and  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  notify  to  the  several  convicts 
the  intention  of  granting  this  indulgence  to  them,  in  order  that 
they  may  give  information  thereof  to  their  wives,  and  hasten  their 
embarkation  as  much  as  possible. 

If  the  number  of  convicts  who  may  apply  to  you  in  consequence 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  number  for  which  accomo- 
dation is  provided,  you  will  in  such  case  acquaint  the  rest  of  the 
convicts  that  women  who  may  have  cohabited  with  them  will  also 
be  received  on  board. 

I  shall  take  care  that  proper  directions  be  given  that  such 
women  as  may  embark  in  consequence  of  this  proceeding  may  be 
victualled  during  their  passage,  and  be  provided  with  cloaths  and 
necessaries  in  the  same  manner  as  the  female  convicts  under  order 
for  transportation.  I  am,  &g., 

W.  W.  Grexville. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  W\  Grexville  to  Goverxor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  24th  December,  1789. 

In  my  letters  of  the  20tli  June  and  24th  August,  I  informed 
you  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  that  a  farther  number 
of  convicts  should  be  sent  out  in  the  autumn,  with  a  view  to  your 
making  such  arrangements  as  might  be  necessary  for  their  recep-' 
tion.  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  that  measures  have  been  taken 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  nine  hundred  and  thirty  males  and 
seventy-eight  females  have  been  embarked  on  board  the  ships 
named  in  the  margin,  f  now  assembled  at  Spithead,  and  in  readiness 
to  depart  the  moment  the  wind  proves  favourable  for  their  pi'o- 
eeeding  down  Channel. 

The  number  of  female  convicts  bearing  a  great  disproportion 
to  that  of  the  males,  it  was  thought  adviseable  that  such  of  tlie 
latter  as  were  married  should  be  allowed  to  take  their  wives  with 
them  on  board  the  ships  in  which  tliey  have  been  embarked,  or 
even  women  that  cohabited  with  them  ;  but  notwithstanding  the 

*  Naval  agent.     Died  on  board  the  Xeptune  on  the  voyage  to  Port  Jaclcson.  1 

•f-  Surprize,  Scarborough,  and  Xeptune. 
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indulgence  held  out  to  them  of  supplies  of  provisions  and  clothing,       1789 
very  few  of  the  two  latter  descriptions  of  women  have   been  pre-      24  Dec. 
vailed  upon  to  accede  to  the  proposal.     Such  of  them,  however,  as 
shall  arrive  Avithin  the  limits  of  your  Government  are  to  be  furnished 
with  the  same  proportions  of  those  articles  as  the  female  convicts. 

The  three  ships  above  mentioned,  and  the  Justinian,  which  has 
been  taken  up  as  a  store-ship,  and  now  in  the  river  under  orders 
to  follow,  contain  a  large  supply  of  clothing,  provisions,  tools,  &c.,  suppiie?. 
the  particulars  of  which  are  specified  in  the  inclosed  estimates. 
All  these  articles  will  be  found  to  be  of  the  first  quality,  and  will, 
I  hope,  be  applied  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 

After  the  arrival  of  these  ships  it  will  be  extremely  desireable 
that  you  should,  if  no  other  more  eligible  situation  shall  have  pre- 
sented itself  to  you  since  your  last  communications,  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  that  circumstances  will  admit  of  detaching  a 
considerable  number  of  the  convicts  to  Norfolk  Island,  with  a  N.u-foik 
suitable  proportion  of  provisions,  &c.  But  as  the  ships  in  which  be'lettM. 
they  are  now  embarked  are  chartered  by  the  East  India  Company 
to  bring  home  teas  from  China,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  con- 
victs, ^vith  the  stores,  provisions,  &c.,  on  board  them,  should  be 
landed  at  Sydney,  and  that  the  sliips  should  be  discharged,  and 
left  at  liberty  to  proceed  upon  their  voyage  as  soon  as  possible, 
employing  the  services  of  the  Supply,  tender,  in  removing  such 
convicts  and  stores  to  Norfolk  Island  or  elsewhere  whenever  that 
arrangement  can  be  carried  into  effect.  The  disembarking  the 
convicts  at  Sydney,  exclusive  of  the  consideration  before  mentioned,  coiwicts. 
seems  indeed  to  be  a  measure  highly  necessary,  as  from  the  length 
of  the  passage  from  hence,  and  the  nature  of  their  food,  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  that  many  of  them  will  be  reduced  to  so 
debilitated  a  state  that  immediate  relief  will  be  found  to  be 
expedient  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives. 

The  ccjrps  which  I   before  informed  you   was  to  be  raised  to  ^®"'  ^p"^.'\ 
serve  within  your  Government,  instead  of  the  marines  now  doing     "  *  '^'^^'" 
duty  there,  has  been  complete  for  some  time  past.     A  detach- 
ment from  it,  consisting  of  about  100  officers  and  men,  has  been 
put  on  board  the  convict  ships  for  their  greater  security  against 
any  attempts  which  the  convicts  might  meditate,   and  the  re- 
mainder, under  the  command  of  Major  Grose,  amounting,  as  you  Jiajor Grose. 
will  see  by  the  enclosed  establishment,  to  upwards  of  200  more, 
will,  I  expect,  embark  at  Portsmouth  on  board  her  Majesty's  ship 
the  Gorgon*  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

Major  Grose   has   been   appointed  to  succeed  to  the  Lieut.-  Licut.- 
Government  of  N.  S.  Wales,  and  on  his  arrival  you  will  direct 
Major  Ross  and  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps  serving  under 
his  command,  together  with  such  of  the  non-commission  officers 

*  Major  Grose  did  not  leave  England  until  July,  1791.    He  arrived  at  Sydney  in  the  ship 
Pitt,  14  February,  1792. 
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25  Dec. 

Admirable 
and  wonder- 
ful conduct. 


and  private  men  as  may  l)e  desirous  of 
embarked  as  soon  as  possible  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  led  to  hope  from  the  bounty  and  other  indulgences  which 
you  have  been  authorized  to  offer  to  the  non-commission  officers 
and  men  that  many  of  them  will  be  induced  to  remain  within 
your  Government ;  and  if  such  a  number  of  them  as  shall  be 
sufficient  to  compose  a  company  equal  to  those  of  the  new  corps 
can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accede  to  your  proposals,  his  Majesty 
in  such  case  has  signified  his  intention  of  allowing  you  to  recom- 
mend any  three  officers  from  amongst  the  marines  already  holding 
the  rank  of  captain,  1st  lieutenant,  and  2d  lieutenant,  whom  you 
may  judge  to  be  most  deserving  of  his  Majesty's  favor,  to  be 
appointed  to  that  company,  and  to  be  incor^^orated  in  the  new 
corps  with  the  rank  of  captain,  lieutenant,  and  ensign.  This 
measure  will,  however,  be  notified  to  you  through  his  Majesty's 
Secretary  at  War  by  the  Gorgon.  In  the  meantime  yovi  will  make 
your  arrangements  accordingly.* 

From  the  present  crowded  state  of  the  hulks,  and  the  increase 
which  must  be  expected  of  the  number  of  felons  under  sentence  of 
transportation,  not  only  in  this  kingdom,  but  in  Ireland,  after  the 
next  Spring  Assizes,  it  is  intended  that  about  one  thousand  men 
shall  be  .sent  abroad,  and  preparations  must  be  made  for  their 
reception.  With  these  last-mentioned  convicts  it  is  proposed  that 
an  additional  company  of  troops  shall  be  embarked,  which,  uj^on 
their  arrival  within  your  Government,  will  be  annexed  to  the  new 
corps,  and  will  compose  a  force,  I  hope,  competent  to  every  neces- 
sary service  that  may  occur. 

The  promoting  Lieutenant  King  to  the  rank  of  master  and 
commander  cannot  be  done  without  much  difficulty  and  incon- 
venience! ;  but  as  his  services  at  Norfolk  Island  merit  some  mark 
of  favor,  I  have  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  consideration  the 
appointing  Mr.  King  to  be  Lieutenant-Governor  of  that  island  ; 
and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  his  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  order  a  commission  to  be  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  which  appointment  will  be  annexed  a  salary  of  £250  per 
annum,  payment  of  which  will  be  provided  for  in  the  next  esti- 
mate to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  together  with  a  salary  for  the 
Deputy-Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions.     I  am,  &c., 

W.  W.  Grenville. 

Lieutenant  Riou  to  The  Admiralty.! 
Sir,        H.M.  Guardian,  25  Dec,  1789,  Lat.  44°  S.,  long.  40°  E. 
If  any  part  of  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  Guardian  should 
ever  survive  to  get  home,  I  have  only  to  say  their  conduct  after 

*  The  extra  company  was  raised  in  1792,  and  the  command  given  to  Captain  Georgfe  Johnston, 
t  King  received  his  promotion,  2nd  March,  1791. 

j  Written  in  the  cabin  of  the  Guardian  the  day  after  the  vessel  struck  an  iceberg.     It 
was  doubtful  at  the  time  whether  the  vessel  would  sink  or  swim.     Post,  p.  310. 
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the  fatal  stroke  against  an  island  of  ice  was  admirable  and  won-       1789 
derful  in  everything  that  related  to  their  duties,  considered  either     24  Dec. 
as  private  men  or  on  his  Majesty's  service. 

As  there  seems  to  be  no  possibility  of   my  remaining  many  Riou  and  his 
hours  in  this  world,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  considera-  ""^i^tives. 
tion  of   the  Admiralty  a  sister,   who,   if  my  conduct  or  services 
should  be  found  deserving  any  memory,  their  favors  might  he 
shown  to  her,  together  with  a  widowed  mother.      I  am,  itc, 

E.  Riou. 

A  Young  Settler.*  17£0 

Edward  Foulkes,  a  young  gentleman  of  the  age  of  nineteen,  is      ^  J^"- 
desirous  of  going  to  Botany  Bay  in  any  capacity  he  may  be  thought 
fit  for.      He  has  had  a  good  classical  education,  writes  a  good  hand, 
and  i.?  a  good  accountant. 

He  is  recommended  by  the  means  of  Mrs.  Morris's,  of  Croome's 
Hill,  Greenwicli,  and  is  a  relation  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foulkes, 
Cursitor-street,  Cliancery  Lane. 

5  January,  1790. 


20  Jan. 


The  Right  Hoy.  "\T.  W.  Grexville  to  The  Secretary  at  War. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  20th  Jan'y,  1790. 

I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure 
hat  dii'ections  be  immediately  given  for  the  embarkation  of  the  n.s.vv. 
coi'i^s  raised  for  service  in  New  South  Wales,  and  commanded  by  Con^s. 
Major  Grose,  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Gorgon,  now  lying  at  the 
Nore,  and  ready  to  receive  them.  I  am,  &c., 

W.  W.  Grenville. 

Norfolk  Island. — Lieutexant-Goverxou  King's  CoiiMrssiON.f     28  Jan. 

George  R. 
George  the  Third,  etc.,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Lieutenant 

Pliilip  Gidley  King,  greeting  : — 
We,  rei:)osing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  loyalty,  courage, 
and  experience,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you 
to  be  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk  Island,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Lieut.- 
You  are,   therefore,   as  Lieutenant-Governor,   to   take   the    said  IJorST'""' 
island  into  your  care  and  charge,  and  carefully  and  diligently  to  island. 
discharge  the  duty  of  Lieutenant-Governor  thereof  by  doing  and 
performing  all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging,  and 
we  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  require  all  our  oflicers  and  soldiers 

*This  is  one  of  the  few  proposals  received  by  the  Government  of  the  day  from  persons 
desirous  of  settliii;,''  in  the  colony.     Another  was  sent  8th  April,  1791.     Post,  p".  486. 

t  Kins' was  ajijointed,  in  the  first  instance,  Supcrintenilent  and  Connnandant  of  Norfolk 
Island,  12th  FeV)ruary,  1788.  Ante,  p.  V.K.  He  was  recalled  in  March,  1790,  and  sent  with 
despatches  to  Kri},'land,  where  he  learned  that  a  connnission  as  Lieutenant-Governor  had 
been  forwarded  to  him.  He  left  En^dand  by  the  G()rj,'on,  1.0th  March,  1791,  and  took  charge 
at  Norfolk  Island,  from  November,  1791,  to  September,  1790. 
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1790       -yvho  shall  hereafter  be  in  our  said  island,  and  all  others  whom  it 
28  Jan.      may  concern,  to  obey  you  as  our  Lieutenant-Governor  thereof,  and 
Ordersand    jo^  ^^'^  ^^  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  instructions  from 
instructions,  time  to  time  as  you  shall  receive  from  us,  our  Governor  of  our  terri- 
tory of  New  South  Wales  and  the  islands  adjacent  for  the  time 
being,  or  any  other  your  superior  oificer,  according  to  the  rules  and 
discipline  of  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  we  hereby  repose  in  you. 
Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  28th  day  of  January, 
1790,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

W.  W.  Grenville. 


IFeb 


King's 
appoint- 
ment to 
Norfolk 
Island. 


The  Right  Hex.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Lieut. -Governor  King. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  1st  Feb.,  1790. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  the  representations  made  by 
Gov.  Phillip  of  your  services  since  you  have  been  employed  under 
his  command,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that 
his  Majesty  has,  as  a  reward  of  those  services,  been  pleased  to 
sign  a  commission  appointing,  you  Lieut. -Governor  of  Norfolk 
Island,  to  which  appointment  it  is  intended  to  propose,  in  the 
next  estimate  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons,  an  annual 
allowance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.     I  am,  etc., 

W.  W.  Grenville. 


Obstacles  to 
Govern- 
ment. 


The  night- 
watch. 


Its  duties. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.* 

Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 

My  Lord,  Feb.  1st,  1790. 

As  every  obstacle  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment is  rendei'ed  doubly  embarrassing  from  our  situation,  and 
which  does  not  permit  those  steps  which  would  be  taken  on 
similar  occasions  in  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  settlements,  I  am 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  laying  the  following  particulars 
before  your  Lordship. 

Few  nights  having  past  for  several  months  in  which  individuals 
had  not  suffered  by  having  their  gardens  robbed,  or  by  losing  of 
poultry,  I  found  it  necessary  to  establish  a  watch,  and  the  regu- 
lations (No.  l)t  when  drawn  up  were  sent  to  Major  Ross  for  his 
opinion  respecting  the  detachment,  and  which  he  approved  of, 
some  little  change  being  made  at  his  request.  The  watch  was 
then  established,  and  which  so  fully  answered  the  purpose  that 
for  three  months  not  a  single  robbery  was  committed  in  the  night. 

The  watch  consisted  of  twelve  convicts.     They  assembled  im- 
mediately after  the  tap-too  had  beat,   and  patroll'd  during  the 
No  complaint  was  ever  made  of  them.     They  were  par- 


night, 


*The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  succeeded  Lord  Sydney  at  the  Home  Office,  Sfi  June^ 
1789,  but  Governor  Phillip  was  not  yet  aware  of  the  fact. 
t  Post,  p.  292. 
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ticularly  cautioned  against  having  any  dispute  with  a  soldier  or       1790 
sailor,  and  wei-e  promised  to  be  rewarded  in  future  if  they  were      j  pcb. 
honest  and  vigilant,  which  they  were,  for  they  acted  very  properly 
on  several  occasions  when  they  met  with  soldiers  or  sailoi's  in  the 
night,  and  they  prevented  many  robberies. 

Soldiers  and  sailors,  when  stopped  by  the  watch,  were  left  at 
the  guaixl-house  till  the  next  morning,  when,  if  nothing  criminal 
was  laid  to  their  charge,  they  were  delivered  to  their  jDrojier 
officers.  But  a  soldier  being  one  night  stopped  by  the  watch  in  -^  soldier 
the  convicts'  camp,  and  delivered,  as  usual,  to  the  guard.  Major 
Ross,  the  next  morning,  sent  the  adjutant  to  tell  the  Judge- 
Advocate  (under  whose  direction  I  had  placed  the  night-watch), 
"  that  he  considered  a  soldier  being  stopped,  when  not  committing 
any  unlawful  act,  as  an  insult  offered  to  the  corps,  and  that  they 
would  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  treated  in  that  manner,  or  be  Threats. 
controuled  by  the  convicts,  while  they  had  bayonets  in  their 
hands."  (Here  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Lordship 
that  the  last  sentence,  respecting  the  bayonets,  was  never  men- 
tioned to  me  till  after  this  business  was  settled,  for  if  it  had  I 
should  not  have  been  induced  to  have  withdrawn  the  order,  which 
dix-ected  the  night-watch  to  stop  a  soldier,  by  so  pointed  a  menace, 
for  I  should  not  have  thought  it  could  tend  to  the  good  of  his 
Majesty's  service.)  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  Major  Ross 
deemed  tlie  stopping  that  soldier  by  the  nic;ht-watch  an  insult  An  insult  to 

he  con>s 

offered  to  the  corps,  I  desired  to  see  him.  Soldiers  had  been 
frequently  stopped  in  the  night  Ijy  the  watch,  and  I  wislied  to 
convince  him  of  the  necessity  of  stopping  the  soldier,  as  well  as 
the  sailor,  when  found  in  the  convicts'  camp  or  in  suspicious 
places  during  the  night,  and  the  dcnng  which  had  been  the  means 
of  preventing  many  robberies  ;  but  I  could  obtain  no  other  answer 
than  "that  it  was  an  insult  to  the  corps;  if  I  wished  to  say 
anything  further  on  that  subject,  he  would  wait  on  me  the  next  Articled. 
day  with  two  of  his  officers,  giving  me  at  the  same  time  to  under- 
stand that  by  the  5th  Ai-ticle  in  the  Regulations*  given  to  the 
watch  I  had  put  the  soldiers  under  the  command  of  the  convicts, 
and  which  Article,  he  hojoed,  would  be  withdrawn. ' 

Major  Ross  did  not  deny  but  that  the  robberies  which  had  been 
so  very  frequent  before  the  watch  was  established  had  Ijeen  very 
effectually  put  a  stop  to.  I  had  pointed  out  that  I'obberies  had 
been  committed  by  the  soldiers,  and  by  whom  the  stores  had  been 
robljed  the  year  round,  which  could  not  have  been  the  case  if  the 
watch  had  been  then  established,  and  the  little  proljability  there 
was  of  detecting  a  sijldier  if  he  was  never  to  be  questioned,  unless 
caught  in  the  very  act  of  stealing  ;  but  as  he  persisted  in  the  ThesoWiei-s 
opinion  that  it  was  an  insult  offered  the  corps,   and  that  they  ^^'^ciil]'^ 

•The  5th  Article  of  the  Re;,'uIations  is  as  follows  :  "  Any  soldier  or  seaman  found  straj;- 
{flin*,'  after  the  taptoo  has  heat,  or  who  may  he  found  in  the  convicts'  huts,  is  to  be  detained, 
and  information  to  be  inmiediately  given  to  the  nearest  guard-house." 

U 
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were  put  under  the  command  of  convicts,  no  other  alternative 
was  left  me  but  to  withdraw  the  order  respecting  the  soldier.s, 
and  consequently  leave  them  at  liberty  to  be  about  the  gardens 
and  the  stores  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  or  run  the  risk  of  disputes 
between  the  soldiers  and  the  watch  ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  soldiers  would  quietly  suffer  themselves  to  be  stopped  by  a 
convict  watchman,  after  such  declarations  from  their  commandant, 
and  which  were  known. 

I  therefore  withdrew  the  5th  Article  of  the  insti'uctions,  so  far 
as  it  respected  the  detaining  any  soldier  found  straggling  after  the 
taptoo  had  Ijeat,  and  having  examined  the  report  made  by  the 
captain  of  the  day  to  his  commandant,  the  information  given  me  by 
the  Judge- Advocate,  and  the  examination  of  the  watch,  though  I 
saw  nothing  which  in  my  opinion  could  be  deemed  an  insult  to  the 
corps,  still,  being  desirous  of  doing  away  that  idea,  I  sent  the  adju- 
tant to  inform  his  commandant  that,  though  there  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  have  been  any  insult  offered,  I  was  still  ready  to  direct 
such  enquiry  to  be  made  as  Major  Ross  might  judge  necessary,  and 
as  he  had  proposed  bringing  two  officers  with  him,  I  desired,  if  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  see  me  with  two  officers,  that  all  the  officers 
at  head-quarters  might  come  with  him.  The  answer  I  received  was 
"  that  he  still  thought  an  insult  had  been  offered  the  corps,  but 
as  he  had  taken  the  necessary  step,  he  did  not  wish  any  further 
inquiry."  What  those  necessary  steps  are  I  know  not,  nor  do  I 
know  if  all  or  any  of  the  officers  are  of  this  commandant's  opinion  ; 
but  as  I  have  now  laid  before  your  Lordship  every  information  I 
have  received  on  this  business,  and  the  regulations  for  the  watch, 
with  the  officer  of  the  guard's  report,  are  enclosed,  if  I  have  by 
giving  an  improper  authority  to  the  convicts  employed  as  a  night, 
watch  (and  I  have  none  but  convicts  to  employ  on  such  a  service) 
put  the  soldiers  under  the  command  of  convicts  and  insulted  the 
detachment,  it  will  be  seen ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that, 
as  the  only  means  of  preventing  those  consequences  which  might 
naturally  have  been  expected  to  follow  such  declarations  from  the 
commandant  of  the  detachment,  I  have  been  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  withdrawing  an  order  calculated  for  the  public  good,  and 
which  so  fully  answered  the  end  proposed,  and  that  I  have  been 
without  reason  accused  of  insulting  those  who  are  under  my  com- 
mand, as  I  have  been  on  a  former  occasion  accused  of  oppression* 
for  calling  upon  officers  in  their  turn  to  sit  as  members  of  the 
criminal  courts,  then  I  trust  and  hope  that  such  an  inquiry  will 
be  ordered  as  may  the  most  effectually  do  away  such  groundless 
charges. 

As  I  have  said  that  I  am  a  stranger  to  the  officers'  opinions  on 
this  matter,  it  may  be  necessary  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  the 
state  of  the  detachment,  and  which  will  point  out  my  reason  for 
never  making  any  I'eference  to  or  taking  the  opinion  of  officers 


*  Ante,  p  238. 
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in  any  shape.  I  have  always  used  my  endeavours  to  reconcile  l^OO 
them  to  their  commandant,  and  have  cautiously  avoided  anything  i  Feb. 
■which  might  tend  to  have  a  contrary  effect. 

Officers  haA'e  been  put  under  arrest  by  their  commandant,  and 
courts-martial  have  been  demanded,  and  which  have  likewise  been 
requested  by  the  officers  in  defence  of  their  conduct,  but  no  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  any  individual  above  the  rank  of  a  non- 
commissioned officer  can  take  place,  and  the  consequences  will  be 
obvious  to  your  Lordship,  whei'e  so  little  harmony  prevails  between 
the  commandant  and  his  officers.  The  strength  of  the  detach- 
ment consists  of  only  eighteen  officers,  one  of  whom  is  on  duty 
at  Norfolk  Island,  and  a  second  has  never  done  any  duty  since  he 
was  ajipointed  by  Major  Ross  ;  of  the  sixteen  remaining  for  the  \Miolesaie 
duty  of  this  settlement,  five  have  been  put  under  arrest  by  the  suspensions. 
commandant,  and  are  only  doing  duty  till  a  general  court-martial 
can  be  assembled,  in  consequence  of  a  sentence  passed  by  them  at 
a  battalion  court-martial ;  a  sixth  officer  is  suspended  in  conse- 
quence of  a  representation  made  by  the  corps  of  his  unofficerlike 
behaviour* ;  a  seventh  is  suspended  by  his  commandant  for 
unofficerlike  behaviour  in  taking  a  soldier  who  had  been  abused 
by  a  convict  to  make  his  complaint  to  the  magistrates,  without 
having  first  given  information  to  his  commandant ;  and  both 
adjutant  and  quarter-master  of  the  detachment  have  been  equally 
under  his  displeasure,  whilst  the  Judge- Advocate's  conduct  has 
been  complained  of  by  Major  Ross,  as  commandant  of  the  detach- 
ment, and  as  the  Lieutenant-Govei'nor,  and  the  Judge- Advocate,  in 
his  turn,  has  represented  his  having  been  treated  in  such  a  manner 
by  the  Lieut.-Governor  and  Captain  Campbell,  before  convicts  and  ^'■''^'^;*'" 
others,  that  he  wished  to  resign  his  office  of  Judge- Advocate  ;  and 
Captain  Hunter,  who  one  day  in  the  week,  while  the  Sirius  is  in 
the  harboui-,  assists  the  Judge- Advocate  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
thought  himself  treated  on  the  same  occasion  so  very  improperly  by 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  that  he  represented  it  to  me,  and  desired 
to  be  excused  from  that  weekly  attendance  as  a  magistrate ;  and 
had  those  two  officers  declined  that  duty  I  could  not  have  replaced 
them,  for  though  other  officers  have  been  appointed  to  act  as  civil 
magistrates  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  avoid  calling  on  them  t< 
net  in  that  capacity. 

Your  Lordship  will  excuse  my  having  entered  on  this  detail ;  it  Change 
will  point  out  the  necessity  of  some  change  being  made,  or  an  "®*^®®®*'j* 
arlditional  force  being  sent  out ;  and  it  will  prevent  my  troubling 
your  Lordship  further  on  this  subject,  as  I  shall  now  enclose  the 
letters  I  have  received  from  the  Lieut.-Governor  and  Judge- Advo- 
cate to  Mr.  Nepeanf;  but  I  feel  myself  bound,  in  justice  to  the 

*  Xote  by  Governor  Phillip  :—"  This  officer  has  since  returned  to  his  duty,  at  the  desire  of 
M;ijor  Ross  and  all  the  officers  of  tlie  detachment." 
t  Ante,  202-264. 
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1790       Judge- Advocate,  to  say  that  I  have  seen  no  cause  ever  to  be  dis- 
1  Feb.       satisfied  with  his  conduct ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  always  found 
him  ready  to  exert  himself  for  the  publick  good.      I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 
Regulations.  The  following   regulations   to    be   observed  by  the    night-watch 
appointed  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  public  and 
private  property,  and  for  preventing  or  detecting  the  com- 
mission of  niglitly  depredations. 
A  NIGHT-WATCH,   consisting  of   twelve  persons,  divided  into  four 
parties,  is  appointed,  and  fully  authorised  to  patrol  at  all  hours 
in  the  night,  and  to  visit  such  places  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  discovery  of  any  felony,  trespass,  or  misdemeanor,  and  for 
the  apprehending  and  securing  for  examination   any  person  or 
persons  tliat  may   appear  to   them   conceited  therein,  either  by 
entrance  into  any  suspected  hut  or  dwelling,  or  by  such  other 
manner  as  may  appear  expedient. 

2. — Tliose  parts  in  which  the  convicts  reside  are  to  be  divided, 
and  numbered  in  the  following  manner  : — The  convicts'  huts  and 
the  public  farm  on  the  east  side  of  the  cove  to  be  the  first 
division.  Those  at  the  brick-kilns  and  the  detached  parties  at 
the  different  farms  in  that  district  the  second  division.  Those  on 
the  western  side,  as  far  as  the  line  that  separates  the  district  of  the 
women  from  the  men,  the  third  division.  The  huts  occupied  from 
that  line  to  the  hospital,  and  from  thence  to  the  observatory,  to 
be  the  fourth  division. 

'S. — These  districts  or  divisions  to  be  each  of  them  under  the 
particular  inspection  of  one  person,  who  shall  be  judged  qualified 
to  inform  himself  of  the  actual  residence  of  each  individual  in  his 
district,  as  well  as  of  his  business,  connections,  and  acquaintance. 
4. — Cognisance  is  to  be  taken  of  such  convicts  as  may  sell  or 
barter  their  slops  or  provisions,  as  also  of  .such  as  game  for  either 
of  the  aforesaid  articles,  and  report  is  to  be  made  of  them  to  the 
Judge-Advocate. 

5.— Any  soldier  or  seaman  found  sti'agling  after  the  taptoo  has 
beat,  or  who  may  be  found  in  the  convicts'  huts,  is  to  be  detained, 
and  information  to  be  immdiately  given  to  the  neearest  guard-house. 
6. — On  any  person's  being  robbed  during  the  night,  he  is  to  give 
immediate  information  thereof  to  the  watch  of  his  district,  who  on 
the  instant  of  application  being  made  shall  use  the  most  effectual 
means  to  trace  out  the  offender  or  offenders,  so  that  he  or  they  may 
be  brought  to  justice 

7. — The  watch  of  each  district  to  be  under  the  direction  of  one 

person,  who  will  be  named  for  that  purpose,  and  all  the  patrols 

to  be  immediately  under  the  inspection  of  Hex'bert  Keeling.    They 

Nogratui-     are  never  to  receive  any  fee,  gratuity,  or  reward  from  any  in- 

ties.  dividual  to  engage  their  exertions  in  the  execution  of  the  above 


Inspectors. 


Offences. 


Stragglers. 


Information 
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trust ;  nor  are  they  to  receive  any  stipulated  encouragement  for       ^"^^^ 
the  conviction  of  any  oftender ;  but    their    diligence  and  good 
behaviour  will  be  rewarded  by  the  Governor,  and  for  which  pur- 
pose their  conduct  will  be  strictly  attended  to  by  those  who  are 
in  authority  over  them. 

8. — The  night-watch  to  go  out  as  soon  as  the  taptoo  has  done 
beating,  to  return  to  their  huts  when  the  working-drum  beats  in 
the  morning,  and  rejDorts  to  be  made  at  twelve  o'clock  to  the 
Judge-Advocate  of  all  robberies  and  misdemeanors,  by  Herbert  Report  to 
Keeling.  Any  assistance  the  patrols  may  require  Avill  be  given  Advocate^" 
them  on  applying  to  the  officer  of  the  nearest  guard,  and  by  the 
civil  power  if  necessary;  for  which  application  is  to  be  made  to 
provost-martial. 

9. — Any  negligence  on  the  part  of  those  who  may  be  employed  Breach  of 
on  this  duty  will  be  punished  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law.    ^^^' 
The  night-watch  to  consist  of  the  following  persons  : — 

Charles  Peat.  ^Ym.  Bradbury. 

William  Hubbard.  Thos.  Oldfield. 

John  Coen  Walsh.  Stephen  Le  Grove. 

John  Neal.  John  Archer. 

A.  Phillip. 
7th  August,  1789.  David  Collins,  Judge-Advocate. 

9th  November,  1789. 
NoTWiTHSTAXDiXG  the  5  th  Article  of  the  regulations  established 
for  the  night-watch  directs  that  any  soldier  found  stragling  after 
the  taptoo  has  beat,  or  in  the  convicts'  huts,  is  to  be  detained, 
and  information  immediately  given    to    the    neai'est  guard,  the  Article  5 
night-watch  are  not  in  future  to  stop  any  soldier,  unless  he  is  withdrawn, 
found  in  a  riot,  or  committing  any   unlawful  act,  in  which  case 
such  soldier  is  immediately  to  be  taken  to  the  nearest  guard. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 
My  Lord,  February  12th,  1790.  12  Feb. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship  of  the  state 
of  this  colony  by  the  last  ships  which  sailed  from  hence,  and  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  .your  Lordship  such  circumstances 
as  have  occurred  since  their  departure. 

In  February  [1789]  the  Supply,  armed  tender,  went  to  Norfolk  Norfolk 
Island  with  provisions  and  twenty-seven  convicts,  for  although  "  ^"  ' 
the  officer  who  conmianded  there  had  but  a  very  small  number  of 
free  people,  and  in  whom  alone  he  could  jilace  any  confidence,  yet 
from  the  apparent  impossibility  of  the  convicts  succeeding  I  never 
supposed  they  would  attempt  an  escape,  and  which  was  the  less 
to  Ije  apprehended  from  thegreat  lenity  they  had  l^een  treated  with. 
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King's 
prudence. 


A  hunicane, 


But  when  the  Supply  returned  I  was  informed  that  the  convicts 
had  laid  a  plan  for  confining  the  officers  and  free  people  on  the 
island,  which  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  the  first  Saturday 
after  the  Supply  or  any  store-ship  arrived. 

It  was  usual  for  the  commandant  to  go  every  Saturday  to  a 
farm  at  a  small  distance  from  the  settlement.  There  he  was  to  be 
seized,  and  they  were  then  to  send,  in  his  name,  for  the  surgeon 
and  several  others,  who,  as  they  came  out,  were  to  be  confined 
with  him,  and  the  marines,  going  on  Saturdays  into  the  woods  to 
get  cabbage-tree,  were  to  be  met  on  their  return  and  confined 
with  the  rest,  as  well  as  those  who  came  on  shore  from  the  ship, 
after  which  two  convicts  were  to  go  off  in  a  small  boat  belonging 
to  the  island  and  inform  those  on  board  that  their  boat  had  been 
staved  in  landing.  This  intelligence  they  supposed  would  bring 
more  people  and  boats  on  shore.  The  people  were  to  be  secured 
with  the  others,  and  the  convicts  were  then  to  go  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  ship,  with  which  they  intended  to  go  to  Otaheite, 
and  there  form  a  settlement. 

A  woman  discovered  this  scheme  to  a  man  belonging  to  the 
Sirius,  with  whom  she  lived,  in  hopes  of  persuading  him  to  leave 
the  island,  and  some  of  the  convicts,  being  examined,  confessed 
their  intentions. 

The  commandant,  finding  there  wei'e  only  three  convicts  who 
had  not  engaged  in  this  affair,  and  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  send  them  all  away  when  a  ship  should  arrive,  after  taking- 
such  steps  as  he  judged  would  prevent  their  attempting  to  carry 
their  scheme  into  execution,  returned  them  all  to  their  different 
labours,  and  when  the  Supply  arrived  he  received  the  convicts 
sent  in  her. 

The  convict  who  had  first  proposed  the  scheme  was  sent  here  to 
be  tried  ;  but  no  capital  punishment  could  be  inflicted  upon  him, 
as  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  the  scheme  into  execution. 

My  former  letters  mentioned  that  the  officer  sent  to  ,make  the 
settlement  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  who  I  had  appointed  to  remain 
there  as  superintendant  and  commandant,  was  the  second  lieuten- 
ant of  the  Sirius.  He  speaks  well  of  the  few  he  had  to  depend 
on,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  he  acted  in  that 
affair  with  great  prudence. 

It  had  been  thought  necessary,  after  the  discovery  was  made, 
to  cut  down  all  the  trees  which  were  within  a  certain  distance  of 
the  huts,  and  which  probably  saved  many  lives,  for  in  the  fol- 
lowing month  they  had  a  violent  hurricane.  It  came  from  the 
south-east,  and  ci'ossed  the  island,  confining  itself  to  a  very  narrow 
space,  so  that  while  all  the  trees  on  one  side  of  the  valley  were 
broken  down  or  torn  up  by  the  roots,  the  trees  on  the  opposite 
side  did  not  suffer  the  smallest  injury.  One  tree,  which  from 
its  situation  had  been  left  standing,  fell  on  a  granary,  which  it 
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destroyed.     This  hurricane  was  accompanied  by  very  heavy  rain,       1790 
and  a  torrent  of  water,  which  came  down  from  the  hills,  destroyed     12  Feb. 
all  their  gardens  of  Indian  corn,  as  well  as  doing  considerable 
damage  to  the  provisions. 

I  do  not  think  the  island  is  subject  to  hurricanes ;  if  it  was, 
some  vestiges  would  appear,  which  I  am  told  is  not  the  case. 
Several  of  the  pines  which  were  blown  down  measured  an  hundred  Gii:antic 
and  eighty  feet  in  length. 

When  the  Sirius  sailed  from  hence  the  2nd  of  October,  1788,  voyage  of 
Captain  Hunter  was  to  have  made  the  passage  round  the  South 
Cape,  which  I  am  confident  will  be  found  the  best  passage  from 
hence  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  having  the  wind  southerly 
when  he  sailed,  he  did  not  attempt  that  passage,  but  went  round 
Cape  Horn.  Arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  2nd  of 
January.  Left  it  the  20th  of  February,  and  anchored  here  the 
8th  of  May,  1789,  having  met  with  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind 
when  so  close  in  with  the  South  Cape  that  it  was  for  some  time 
doubtful  if  it  would  be  possible  to  clear  it. 

By  the  Sirius  we  received  some  seed  wheat  and  barley  and  Corn  for 
four  months'  flour  for  the  settlement,  which  was  all  that  ship  jackson. 
could  bring,  with  a  year's  provisions  for  the  ship's  company. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  Sirius  the  Supply  was  sent  to  Norfolk 
Island  with  provisions,  and  carried  a  lieutenant,  one  non-commis- 
sioned oflicer,  and  fourteen  pi'ivates. 

T\\-o  guns  had  been  landed  from  the  Supply,  and  a  small  re-  Fortifica- 
doubt  was  to  be  erected,  which,  with  this  little  additional  force, 
will,  I  presume,   prevent  the  convicts  from  making  any  future 
attempts.     The  Supply,  after  landing  the  people  and  provisions, 
had  orders  to  go  in  search  of  the  reef  seen  by  the  Golden  Grove, 
store-ship,  and   a   shoal  or  island  which  Lieutenant   Shortland 
informed  me  (by  the  Sirius)  he  had  seen  in  his  passage  to  the 
northward.      The  Supply  cruized  for  several  days  in  the  latitude 
and  longitude  in  which  Lieutenant  Shortland  places  the  island, 
but  returned  without  seeing  it.     There  is  some  reason  to  think 
that  a  mistake  has  been  made  as  to  the  latitudes  in  which  the  island  and 
island  and  shoal  are  placed  by  Lieutenant  Shortland* ;  and  I  ^  °  ■ 
trouble  your  Lordship  with  this  information  in  case  any  ship  sent 
into  those  seas  should  go  to  the  northward  without  calling  at  this 
port,  and  which,  from  the  accounts  received  from  the  Cape  of 

*  Sir  Charles  Middleton's  Island  and  Middleton  Shoals,  so  named  by  Lieut.  Shortland 
after  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  Comptroller  of  the  Xavv.  Shortland  gave  the  latitude  and 
lonjfitiide  as  follows :— "  Sir  Charles  Middleton's  Island,  lat.  28'  10' S.,  Ion?.  159°  50'  E.  Middle- 
ton  Shoals,  lat.  29'  20'  S  ,  lony:.  158°  48'  E."  Search  was  afterwards  made  for  the  island  and 
shoals  by  Lieut.  Shortland,  in  the  schoonei  F'rancis,  and  by  Lieut.  Ball,  in  the  Sui>]ily,  but 
without  success.  They  failed  to  discover  the  shoals,  because  the  latitude  and  lonj^itudo  had 
been  in  the  first  instance  incorrectly  observed.  The  island,  accordin;^  to  modern  avithori- 
ties,  has  no  existence.  The  "  Direotoi-j-  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,"  p.  SiJO,  jrives  the 
followinf,'  information  :—"  Middleton  Keef,  an  extensive  reef,  covered  at  hiafh  water.  Its 
west  elttow,  accordint;  to  Captain  Denham,  is  in  lat.  29°  27'  40"  S.,  lorn;-.  1.59°  3'  3S"  E.  The 
followin",'  reported  dangers  nuay  be  said  not  to  exist :— .Middleton  Island,  or  Sir  Charles 
Middleton's  Island,  said  to  be  very  hiyh,  in  lat.  27'  5S'  S.,  long.  159"  30'  E. 
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Good  Hoj^e,  there  is  rea.son  to  suppose  the  Bounty,  store-ship, 
has  done.  The  Aveather  did  not  admit  of  the  Supply's  going  in 
search  of  the  shoal  seen  by  the  Golden  Grove.  The  Sirius  is  now 
under  repair ;  and,  when  ready  for  sea,  I  shall  send  that  ship  and 
the  Supply  to  determine  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  shoals 
and  the  island. 

When  the  Supply  left  Norfolk  Island  the  public  were  all  very 
healthy,  the  damages  sustained  by  the  hurricane  had  been  repaired, 
and  they  had  vegetables  in  the  greatest  abundance.  They  get 
fish  when  the  weather  permits  the  boats  to  go  without  the  reef, 
and  at  times  in  such  quantities  that  fish  is  served  to  the  people  in 
lieu  of  salt  provisions.  They  make  their  lines  from  the  flax-plant ; 
but  unfortunately  we  have  not  any  j)erson  who  understands  how 
to  dress  it. 

Half  a  pod  of  cotton  being  found  on  this  island,  supposed  to  be 
brought  there  by  a  bird,  and  a  cocoanut  which  was  perfectly  sound, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  but  a  short  time  in  the  water,  being 
thrown  upon  the  beach,  have  given  some  reason  to  suppose  that  both 
those  articles  will  be  found  on  some  island  at  no  great  distance. 

Parts  of  two  canoes,  which  answer  the  description  given  of 
the  canoes  of  New  Zealand,  have  been  found  on  the  rocks,  and  a 
wooden  figure  (very  rudely  carved),  and  which  in  every  respect 
answers  the  description  given  of  the  idols  seen  in  the  Friendly 
Islands,  has  likewise  been  found,  and  probably  was  carried  thither 
in  one  of  the  canoes. 

Lord  Howe  Island  has  been  examined,  but  no  fresh  water  or 
good  anchorage  being  found  it  can  be  of  no  other  advantage  to 
this  settlement  than  occasionally  supplying  a  few  turtle. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  Lordship  that  a  settlement 
was  intended  to  be  made  at  a  place  I  named  Rose  Hill.  At  the 
head  of  this  harbour  there  is  a  creek  which  at  half  flood  has 
water  for  large  boats  to  go  three  miles  up,  and  one  mile  higher 
the  water  is  fresh  and  the  soil  good.  A  very  industrious  man 
who  I  brought  from  England  is  employed  there  at  present,"^  and 
has  under  his  direction  one  hundred  convicts,  who  are  employed 
in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  ground.  A  barn,  granary,  and 
other  necessary  buildings  are  erected,  and  seventy-seven  acres  in 
corn  promise  a  good  crop.  The  soil  is  good,  and  the  country  for 
seventy  miles  to  the  westward,  which  is  as  far  as  I  have  exam- 
ined, lays  well  for  cultivation,  but  even  there  the  labour  of  clear- 
ing the  ground  is  very  great,  and  I  have  seen  none  that  can  be 
cultivated  without  cutting  down  the  timber,  except  some  few 
particular  spots,  which,  from  their  situation  (lying  at  a  distance 
from  either  of  the  harbours)  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  us  at 
present ;  and  I  presume  the  meadows  mentioned  in  "  Captain 
Cook's  Voyage  "  were  seen  from  the  high  grounds  about  Botany 
Bay,  and  from  whence  they  appear  well  to  the  eye,   but  when 
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examined  are  found  to  be  marshes,  the  draining  of  which  would       1790 
be  a  work  of  time,  and  not  to  be  attempted  by  the  first  settlers,     12  leK 
But  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  giving  your  Lordship  a  more  par- 
ticular account  of  the  country  hereafter. 

The  captain's  guard  which  untill  lately  did  duty  at  Rose  Hill  Rose  iiiu 
is  now  reduced  to  a  lieutenant  and  twelve  privates,  and  intended  ^''^" ' 
merely  as  a  guard  to  the  store  which  contains  the  provisions, 
and  which  is  in  the  redoubt ;  for  I  am  sensiljle  there  is  nothing 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  natives,  and  the  little  attention  which 
had  been  desired  of  the  officers  more  than  what  was  immediately 
garrison  duty,  when  at  Rose  Hill,  is  now  no  longer  required. 

At  Sydney  Cove  all  the  officers  are  in  good  huts  and  the  men  Comfort  at 
in  barracks  ;  and,  although  many  unforeseen  difficulties  have  been  cove.^^ 
met  with,  I  believe  there  is  not  an  individual,  from  the  Governor 
to  the  private  soldier,  whose  situation  is  not  more  eligible  at  this 
time  than  he  had  any  reason  to  expect  it  could  be  in  the  course 
of  the  three  years  station ;  and  it  is  the  same  wdth  the  convicts, 
and  those  who  have  been  in  any  ways  industrious  have  vegetables 
in  plenty.  The  buildings  now  carrying  on  are  of  brick  and  stone. 
The  house  intended  for  myself  was  to  consist  of  only  three  rooms ; 
but,  haA'ing  a  good  foundation,  has  been  enlarged,  contains  six 
rooms,  and  is  so  well  liuilt  that  I  presume  it  will  stand  for  a  great 
number  of  years. 

The  stores  have  been  lately  overrun  with  rats,  and  they  are  Ravages  of 
equally  numerous  in  the  gardens,  where  they  do  considerable  '^^^^' 
damage ;  and  as  the  loss  in  the  stores  could  only  be  known  by 
removing  all  the  provisions,  that  was  done,  and  many  casks  of 
flour  and  rice  were  found  to  be  damaged  or  totally  destroyed. 
The  loss  in  those  two  articles  by  the  rats  since  landing  has  been 
more  than  twelve  thousand  [pounds]  weight. 

While  the  stores  were  under  examination  the  Commissary  one 
morning  found  that  a  key  had  been  broken  in  a  lock.  This  had 
been  done  in  the  night,  and  a  convict,  Smith,  knew  the  wards  of 
the  key  left  in  the  lock  to  belong  to  a  marine,  who,  being  confined 
with  several  others  on  suspicion,  one  of  them  offered  himself  as 
an  evidence  for  the  Crown,  and  accused  six  of  his  comrades,  who 
were  tried,  and  the  charge  being  fully  proved  the  six  were  exe-  Six  marines 
cuted.  One  of  those  who  suffered  accused  two  others,  but  no  proof  thefl"^  ^"' 
could  be  l^rought  against  them. 

These  men  had  for  many  months  robbed  the  stores  of  provisions 
and  spii-its,  and  in  a  manner  that  did  not  expose  them  to  any 
great  risk  ;  for  having  procured  keys  for  all  the  locks,  they  never  now  the 
attempted  to  rob  the  store  but  when  one  of  the  party  was  centi-  fo^^'j^cji"*^'*^ 
nel  at  the  door.  The  key  was  in  the  lock  when  they  unexpectedly 
heard  the  patrole,  and,  in  the  hui-ry,  they  turned  the  key  the 
wiong  way,  and  not  being  able  to  get  it  out  broke  it,  knowing 
that  the  locks  were  always  examined  by  the  patrole. 
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Vegetables  and  provisions  having  been  frequently  stolen  in 
the  night  from  convicts  and  others,  twelve  convicts  were  chosen 
as  a  night-watch,*  and  they  have  effectually  answered  the  end 
proposed,  no  robbery  having  been  committed  for  several  months, 
and  the  convicts  in  general  have  lately  behaved  better  than  I 
ever  expected. 

Only  two  convicts  have  suffered  death  in  the  last  year ;  four 
were  executed  the  first  year.  A  marine  tried  for  committing  a 
rape  on  an  infant  was  found  guilty  ;  but  being  particularly  recom- 
mended for  mei'cy  by  the  criminal  court,  his  sentence  was  changed 
to  transportation  to  Norfolk  Island  for  life. 

As  near  two  years  have  now  passed  since  we  first  landed  in  this 
country,  some  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  climate,  and  1  be- 
lieve a  finer  or  more  healthy  climate  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  Of  1,030  people  who  were  landed,  many  of  whom 
were  worn  out  by  old  age,  the  scurvy,  and  various  disorders,  only 
seventy -two  have  died  in  one-and-twenty  months  ;  and  by  the 
surgeon's  returns  it  appears  that  twenty-six  of  those  died  from 
disorders  of  long  standing,  and  which  it  is  more  than  probable 
would  have  carried  them  off  much  sooner  in  England.  Fifty -nine 
children  have  been  born  in  the  above  time. 

Since  the  last  ship  sailed  (November,  1788)  two  marines  and 
two  convicts  have  been  lost  in  the  woods.  One  convict  has  been 
killed  by  the  natives,  and  ten  wounded — for  it  is  impossible  to 
prevent  the  convicts  from  straggling,  and  the  natives  having  been 
robbed  and  ill-treated,  now  attack  those  they  meet  unarmed. 

Not  succeeding  in  my  endeavours  to  persuade  some  of  the 
natives  to  come  and  live  with  us,  I  ordered  one  to  be  taken  by 
force,  v^^hich  was  what  I  would  gladly  have  avoided,  as  I  knew  it 
must  alarm  them  ;  but  not  a  native  had  come  near  the  settlement 
for  many  months,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
attain  their  language,  or  teach  them  ours,  that  the  means  of  re- 
dress might  be  pointed  out  to  them  if  they  are  injured;  and  to 
reconcile  them  by  showing  the  many  advantages  they  would  enjoy 
by  mixing  with  us.  A  young  man,  who  appeared  to  be  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  was  taken  the  latter  end  of  December 
[1788],  and  unfortunately  died  of  the  small-pox  in  May  [1789], 
when  he  was  perfectly  reconciled  to  his  situation,  and  appeared 
so  sensible  of  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  that,  fully  persuaded 
he  would  not  leave  us,  I  had  for  some  time  freed  him  from  all 
restraint.!  He  had  lived  with  me  for  the  last  two  months,  and  his 
behaviour  gave  good  reason  for  showing  a  more  favourable  opinion 
of  the  people  of  this  country  than  what  has  been  drawn  from  the 
report  made  by  those  who  formerly  touched  on  this  coast. 

*  Ante,  pp.  288-293. 
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"Whether  the  small-pox,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  great  numbers       1790 
of  the  natives,  is  a  disorder  to  which  they  were  subject  before  any      12  Feb. 
Europea"iis  Adsited  this  country,  or  whether  it  was  brought  by  the        ' 
Frencli  ships,  we  have  not  yet  attained  sutJicient  knowledge  of  Origin  of  the 
the  language  to  determine.     It  never  appeared  on  board  any  of  unknown. 
the  ships  in  our  passage,  nor  in  the  settlement,  until  some  time 
after  numbers  of  the  natives  had  been  seen  dead  with  the  dis- 
order in  different  parts  of  the  harbour,  and  two  men,  with  a  boy 
of  about  eight  years  of  age  and  a  girl  of  eleven,  had  been  brought 
to  the  hospital,  in  the  small-pox. 

Both  the  men  died,  but  the  boy  and  girl  recovered.  These  Curious 
people  were  brought  up  the  middle  and  the  latter  end  of  April,  ^'^'^^^' 
and  the  small-pox  never  appeared  in  the  settlement  until  the  2nd 
of  May,  when  a  man  belonging  to  the  Supply  was  seized  with  the 
disorder  and  died  a  few  days  afterwards  ;  nor  has  it  ever  appeared- 
in  the  settlement  except  on  that  man  and  the  native  who  caught 
the  disorder  from  the  children. 

In  addition  to  the  loss  of  provisions  which  we  had  sustained  by 
the  rats,  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  flour,  rice,  &c.,  had  been 
lost  and  damaged  in  the  passage  by  the  badness  of  the  casks  and  by  Provisions 
a  quantity  of  oil  and  tar  having  been  put  on  board  of  the  store-ships.  '^'*'"''^§®^- 

Although  there  could  be  little  doubt  but  that  supplies  would 
arrive  before  the  provisions  we  had  in  "store  were  expended,  it 
was  necessary  to  guard  against  accident.  I  therefore  directed 
only  two-thirds  of  a  ration  to  be  issued  to  those  who  have  hitherto  Reduced 
received  a  full  ration,  by  which  our  provisions  would  last  until  '''^'^'°"- 
June,  some  few  articles  excepted.  This  order,  which  took  place 
the  1st  of  November,  1789,  included  every  person  in  the  settle- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  the  Sirius  and  Supply's  ship's  com- 
panies went  to  three-fourths  allowance. 

In  December  the  corn  at  Rose  Hill  was  got  in  ;  the  corn  was  Harvest, 
exceeding  good.  About  two  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  and'  sixty 
of  barley,  with  a  small  quantity  of  flax,  Indian  corn,  and  oats,  all 
which  is  preserved  for  seed.  Here  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your 
Loi'dship  that  if  settlers  are  sent  out,  and  the  convicts  divided  Settlers 
amongst  them,  this  settlement  will  very  shortly  maintain  itself, 
but  without  which  this  country  cannot  be  cultivated  to  any 
advantage.  At  present  I  have  only  one  person  (who  has  about  an 
hundred  convicts  under  his  direction)  who  is  employed  in  culti- 
vating the  ground  for  the  publick  benefit,  and  he  has  returned  the 
quantity  of  corn  ahtove  mentioned  into  the  publick  store.  The 
officers  have  not  raised  sufficient  to  support  the  little  stock  thoy  Poor  results. 
have.  Some  ground  I  have  had  in  cultivation  will  return  about 
forty  bushels  of  wheat  into  store,  so  that  the  produce  of  the  labour 
of  the  convicts  employed  in  cultivation  has  been  very  short  of  what 
might  have  been  expected,  and  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  pointing 
out  to  your  Lordship  in  this  place,  to  show  as  fully  as  possible  the 
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1790  state  of  tliis  colony,  and  the  necessity  of  the  convicts  being  employed 

12  Feb.  by  those  who  have  an  interest  in  their  labour.     The  giving  con- 

Officcrs  and  victs  to  the  officers  has  been  hitherto  necessary,  but  it  is  attended 

convict  with  many  inconveniences,  for  which  the  advantages  arisins;  to  the 

labour  .  o  o 

officers  do  not  make  amends.  It  will  not  therefore  be  continued 
after  the  detachment  is  relieved,  unless  particularly  directed.  The 
plan  I  should  propose  for  giving  the  convicts  to  settlers  will  be 
submitted  to  your  Lordship's  consideration  in  another  letter.  The 
numbers  employed  in  cultivation  will  of  course  he  increased,  as 
the  necessarv  buildinsjs  are  finished,  but  wliich  will  be  a  work  of 
time  ;  for  the  numbers  in  this  settlement  who  do  nothing  towards 
their  own  support  exceed  those  employed  for  the  public. 
The  fire-  My  intentions  of  turninij  swine  into  the  woods  to  breed  have 

sticK 

been  prevented  by  the  natives  so  frequently  setting  fire  to  the 
country. 

The  Sirius,  for  the  conveniency  of  refitting,  had  gone  into  a  small 
cove  on  the  north  side  of  this  hai-bour  ;  and  it  was  cvistomary  for 
the  people  to  walk  from  the  opposite  shore  to  the  ship,  which  one 

Lost  in  bush,  of  the  mates  attempting  lost  himself  in  the  woods,  and  every 
seai-ch  that  could  be  made  to  find  him  proved  ineftectual. 

From  the  time  our  native  died,  ordei's  had  been  given  to  take 
another  whenever  an  opportunity  offered ;  but  they  were  always 
on  their  guard,  and  I  was  desirous  of  it  l^eing  done  without  being 
under  the  necessity  of  firing  upon  them.     Towards  the  end  of 

Two  natives  November  two  natives  were  taken,*  and  one  of  them  proved  to 
be  a  chief,  who  had  been  frequently  mentioned  to  us  as  a  great 
warrior.     The  necessary  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  their 

One  escapes,  escape,  but  which  ^\  as  effected  by  the  chief,  a  fortnight  after  he 
was  taken,  from  the  neglect  of  those  who  had  the  care  of  him  ; 
the  other  remainsf  ;  he  lives  with  me,  and  every  possible  means 
are  used  to  reconcile  him  to  us,  and  in  which  I  make  no  doubt 
but  that  we  shall  succeed.  The  little  information  I  am  able  to 
give  your  Lordship  of  these  people  and  tlie  country  will  be  the 
subject  of  another  letter.! 

In  November  the  Supply  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  wdth  some 

Return  of      convicts,  and  returned  after  being  absent  about  six  weeks.    All  the 

the  Supply,  people  On  that  island  were  well,  and  their  crops,  after  all  they  had 
sufi'ered  from  rats,  bird.s,  and  a  worm  which  had  done  them  con- 
sidei'able  damage,  so  good  that  they  had  grain  sufficient  for  six 
months'  bread  for  everyone  upon  the  island,  reserving  sufficient  for 
their  next  year's  crops. 

The  third  lieutenant  of  the  Sirius§  had  for  a  considerable  time 
laboured  under  a  disorder,  which  terminated  in  the  loss  of  his  senses, 
I  therefore  appointed  another  officer  in  his  room.      And   as  the 

The  Sirius.    Sirius  was  now  nearly  ready  for  sea,  liaving  repaired  the  damages 

*  Coleby  and  Bennilong.  f  Bennilonff.  }  Post,  pp.  30S-310. 

§  Lieutenant  Maxwell. 
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sustained  in  the  gale  of  wind,  and  being  strengthened  in  the  best       ^'^^ 
manner  our  situation  permitted,  all  the  othcers  belonging  to  her     12  Feb. 
■would  be  necessary  when  she  went  to  sea,  and  as  Norfolk  Island 
was  now  settled,  and  likely  to  answer  the  views  of  Government,  I 
discharged  the  second  lieutenant  from  the  Sirius,*  and  appointed 
another  officer  in  his  room ;  consequently,  that  officer,  who  continues 
superintendaut  and  commandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  will  no  longer 
receive  any  pay  from  the  Admiralty,  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Commenda- 
him  to  your  Lordship's  attention  as  an  officer  who  has  fully  merited  "' 

everything  I  can  say  in  his  favour. 

Early  in  January,  1790,  the  Supply  again  sailed  for  Norfolk  Convicts 
Island  with  more  convicts  ;    and  in  her  passage  left  a  small  party  Norfolk 
on  Lord  Howe  Island  to  turn  turtle;  but  in  fifteen  days  only  three  ^^^^'^'i- 
were  taken,  so  that  no  great  advantages  will  at  present  accrue  from 
thence.     The  island  has  fresh  water,  but  no  good  anchoring-ground. 

Since  the  deaths  mentioned  in  a  former  pai^t  of  this  letter,  one  Births  and 
woman  has  suffered  for  a  robbery,  five  children  have  died,  and  'i^^'^'^s. 
twenty-eight  children  have  been  born,  making  in  all  twenty-seven 
deaths  and  eighty-seven  births.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  February  12,  1790. 

As  the  Lieutenant-Governorf  has  thought  I  did  not  pay  a  official 
joroper  attention  to  his  complaints  of  the  Judge-Advocate's  con-  '^'^P^t^^. 
duct,  I  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  papers,  which  contain  all 
that  passed  on  the  subject,  except  my  being  given  to  understand, 
five  months  afterwards,  that  a  proper  attention  had  not  been  paid 
to  that  complaint. 

No.  1 1  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  No.  2§  the  Judge- Advocate's  letter  on  that  occasion, 
and  No.  3||  my  answer  to  the  Lieut. -Governor's  letter. 

As  to  the  preamble  in  the  Lieut.-Governor's  letter,  it  would  not 
merit  my  notice  but  to  say  that  he  was  sensible  that  no  orders 
ever  had  been  left  wdth  anyone  but  himself ;  and  as  to  parties  Phillip 
of  pleasure,  he  knew  likewise  that  I  had  never  been  a  day,  and  '^'^i'^'^'"^- 
very  seldom  an  hour,  on  that  account ;  and  he  might  have  known 
that    my  absence  which  gave   room  for    his    complaint   against 
the  Judge- Advocate  was  at  a  time  Avhen  my  state  of  health  was 
such  that  I  should  have  been  [better]  pleased  to  remain  in  my 
bed  than  to  have  gone  to  Rose  Hill  to  sleep  on  the  boards  in  a  hut 
belonging  to  the  man  who  has  the  direction  of  the  convicts.     A 
journey  I  made  soon  after  we  landed  fixed  a  complaint  in  my  side  m-health. 
which  has  rendered  the  fatigues  of  examining  the  country  round 
us  not  parties  of  pleasure,  but  parties  in  which  nothing  but  a  sense 

*  Lieutenant  Kintr.  f  Major  Ross.  ♦  Ante,  p.  262.  §  Ante,  \\  203. 

II  Ante,  p.  204. 
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1790  of  duty  and  necessity  would  make  me  engage  ;  and,  in  fact,  they 
12  Feb  are  such  parties  that  they  have  lately  been  declined  by  most  of 
those  who  were  at  first  induced  to  engage  in  them  from  motives 
of  curiosity. 

Major  r.oss.  As  to  the  Lieut.-Governor's  saying  that  he  is  in  the  dark  with 
respect  to  the  line  of  conduct  I  wish  him  to  pursue,  I  can  only 
say  that  before  we  landed  he  knew  the  intentions  of  Goveniment 
respecting  this  settlement  as  fully  as  I  could  explain  them  ;  and 
after  we  had  been  landed  some  months,  when  he  intimated  that 
he  had  understood  from  Lord  Howe  that  it  had  not  been  detei'- 

The  place  of  mined  in  what  part  of  the  coast  the  settlement  would  be  made, 
that  therefore  he  supposed  I  was  at  liberty  to  remove  if  I  found 
a  better  situation,  and  to  detain  the  ships  for  that  purpose,  and 
giving  me  to  understand  that  he  thought  himself  entitled  to  more 
confidence  than  had  been  placed  in  him,  I  desired  him  to  come 
to  me  the  next  day,  which  he  did,  and  I  then  endeavoured  to 

Misconcep-  remove  so  groundless  a  cause  of  discontent  by  every  means  in 
my  power.  I  read  to  him  every  part  of  my  insti'uctions  relating 
to  the  settlement,  and  he  left  me,  I  thought,  fully  satisfied  and 
contented ;  and  prior  to  the  above  time,  when  the  officers  had 
been  assembled,  and  refused  the  little  interference  respecting 
the  convicts  which  I  had  asked  of  them,  though  their  comman- 
dant at  that  time  had  said  nothing  which  could  give  reason 
to  suppose  he  disapproved  of  their  conduct  in  that  respect,  and 
which  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  expect  from  him ;  yet,  when " 

Ross's  offer    he  told  me  some  days  after  the  meeting  that  he  himself  was 

of  assistance  j      a.        •  •  j.  •!_•  t  j-I^v, 

ready  to  give  me  every  assistance  m  his  power,  1  accepted  the 
offer  with  thanks,  and  in  a  long  conversation  pointed  out  to 
him  that  the  great  object  we  had  to  attain  was  the  rendering  the 
settlement  independent  with  respect  to  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
that  as  the  outlines  of  the  little  plan  I  had  formed  on  the  passage 
were  done  away  by  the  resolution  the  officers  had  taken,  we  would, 
as  we  proceeded  in  'clearing  the  ground  round  us,  get  into  some 
regular  plan  ;  and  I  desired  that  he  would  look  on  the  convicts  on 
one  side  of  the  cove  as  immediately  under  his  directions,  those  on 
the  opposite  side  to  remain  under  mine.  The  Lieut.-Governor 
then  very  well  understood  what  I  expected  and  wished,  and  on 
every  occasion  I  readily  acknowledged  the  assistance  I  received  ; 
His  hot  but  a  warmth  of  temper,  which  has  been  the  source  of  many  dis- 
contents,  has  obliged  me  for  some  time  past  to  avoid,  as  far  as 
the  service  permits,  calling  on  the  Lieutenant-Governor  otherwise 
than  as  the  commandant  of  the  detachment.  At  the  same  time, 
no  order  has  ever  been  given  which  might  in  any  shape  tend  to 
Treated  restrict  his  authority.  So  far  from  it  that  from  the  time  we 
sideration.  landed  to  the  present  time  it  has  been  understood  by  evei-y  one  in 
this  settlement  that  all  orders  given  by  the  Lieut.-Governor  are 
to  have  the  same  effect  as  if  given  by  me ;  and  whatever  has  been 
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demanded   from   the   stores  by   him    has  always   been  delivered       1790 
without  any  reference  to  me,  in  consequence  of  an  order  to  the     12  Feb. 
Commissary  for  that  purpose. 

The  Lieut.-Governor  has  complained  of  that  part  of  my  letter  Ross's 
in  which  I  request  that  the  peace  of  the  settlement  may  not  be  <=o"<i"ct. 
disturbed  ;  but  have  I  not  had  sufficient  cause  to  make  that 
request  1  Has  not  representation  or  complaint  been  too  frequent  ? 
Was  not  the  answer  given  by  him  to  a  convict  followed  by  a 
behaviour  on  the  part  of  that  wretch  which  drew  on  him  a  severe 
sentence  from  the  criminal  court  ?  Did  not  the  Lieut.-Governor, 
when  that  convict  was  under  examination,  behave  in  such  a 
manner  to  Captn.  Hunter  and  the  Judge-Advocate  that  the 
former  wished  to  l)e  excused  attending  one  day  in  the  week  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  that  he  might  not  subject  himself  in  future 
to  such  treatment  when  acting  as  a  magistrate,  and  the  latter 
wished  to  resign  his  office  of  Judge- Advocate  in  consequence  of 
the  treatment  he  had  received  from  the  Lieut.-Governor  and 
Captn.  Campbell  in  the  presence  of  conAacts  and  others  ?  I  quote 
the  words  those  officers  made  use  of  when  they  represented  that 
matter  to  me.  And  did  not  the  Lieut. -Governor's  conduct,  as  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  of  several  of  his  officers,  when  Captain 
Campbell  refused  the  duty  of  the  criminal  court,  bring  this  settle-  ^^J®J^J^gfQ^ 
ment  to  touch  on  the  moment  of  a  genei'al  confusion  1 

Surely  I  have  had  sufficient  reason  for  desiring  that  the  peace  Phuiip's 
of  the  settlement  might  not  be  disturl^ed,  and  if  my  forbearance 
(which  the  peculiar  situation  I  am  in,  and  characters  which 
cannot  be  drawn  in  a  letter  have  made  me  think  necessary)  does 
not  lay  me  open  to  censure,  I  cannot  think  that  I  have  reason  to 
apprehend  it  on  any  other  account. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Lieut.-Governor  "that  the  detachment  Ross's 
had  not  justice  done  them,  in  not  having  received  the  necessaries  statement. 
ordered  out  for  them,"  and  he  has  been  repeatedly  called  on  to 
say  what  those  necessaries  are,  and  to  explain  himself,   that  an 
enquiry    might   be   made,    but   from   his   answers   nothing  more 
can  be  drawn  than  that  the  Admiralty  had  informed  him  the 
detachment  would,  on  their  landing,  be  supplied  with  what  might 
be  necessary  to  render  their  situation  comfoi-table.     I  think  they 
are  very  comfortable,  and  much  more  so  than  they  had  reason 
to  expect  from  the  service  on  which  they  are  employed,  and  the 
nature  of  the  country  ;  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  think  that  the 
officers   in  general   are   dissatisfied   on  that  head.      As    to    the  His 
necessaries  sent  out  for  the  detachment,  they  have  never  been  in  groundless. 
the  charge  of  any  person  but  the  quarter-master  of  the  detach- 
ment, with  the  exception  of  their  canteens,  for  which  they  had 
not  I'oom  in  their  own  stox-e.     And  as  to  those  necessaries  which 
were  sent  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  they  have  not  only  had  a 
full  proportion,  but  likewise  a  considerable  part  of  those  articles 
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Lord 

Sydney. 


An  afier- 
thouarht. 


which  were  intended  for  the  convicts  only,  such  as  shirts,  frocks, 
and  shoes,  and  I  beheve  of  the  necessary  articles  sent  out  for  the 
use  of  the  settlement  now  remaining  the  greatest  part  are  in 
possession  of  the  detachment.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  you  with  letters  which  have  passed  on  the  above  occasion; 
they  will  be  forwarded  hereafter.  The  charge  has  not  a  shadow 
of  truth  to  sui^port  it. 

I  will  now,  sir,  conclude  this  letter,  which,  writ  to  explain  myself 
so  fully  as  not  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  writing  a  second  on 
the  subject,  has  made  a  very  long  one,  with  requesting  that  such 
part,  or  the  whole,  as  you  judge  proper,  may  be  communicated 
to  Lord  Sydney.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

After  reading  this  letter,  which  I  have  written  in  haste,  and 
with  a  desire  of  explaining  how  little  reason  there  has  been  for 
complaint,  I  thmk  it  appears  so  like  a  letter  to  justify  my  own 
conduct  that  I  wish  you  only  to  lay  the  enclosed  letters  before 
Ld.  Sydney,  and  explain  to  his  L'ship  that  the  preamble  in  the 
Lieut.-Gov.'s  letters  was  not  noticed  in  my  answei's,  as  I  did  not 
think  it  merited  any  attention. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 

Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 
13  Feb.  My  Lord,  February  13th,  1790. 

ChartsT  I^^  ^^1^  charts  of  Botany  Bay,  Port  Jackson,  and  Broken  Bay, 

with  the  entrance  of  the  liarbour  on  a  larger  scale,  which  I  have 
the  honour  of  sending  your  Lordship,  such  parts  of  these  harbours 
which  have  not  been  sui'veyed  are  from  eye-draughts  made  in  the 
different  excursions,  and  sufficiently  correct  to  give  a  pretty  just 
idea  of  their  different  branches. 

In  order  to  get  a  knowledge  of  the  country  round  this  settlement, 
frequent  excursions  have  been  made  since  the  ships  sailed  in  ISTovem- 

Botany  Bay  ber,  1 788 ;  soon  after  which  I  went  to  Botany  Bay,  and  the  five  days 
spent  in  that  harbour  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I  had  first 
formed  of  it — that  it  afforded  no  eligible  situation  for  fixing  the 
settlement,  and  was  a  bad  harbour,  not  affording  good  security  for 
ships  against  the  easterly  winds,  wliicli  frequently  blow  very  hard 
in  the  winter ;  and  which  has  been  further  proved  by  Captain 
Hunter  and  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Siiius,  when  there  to  survey 
the  bay. 

Broken  Bay  After  having  been  several  times  with  the  boats  to  Broken  Bay, 
in  order  to  examine  the  different  branches  in  that  harbour,  a  river 
was  found,  but  the  want  of  provisions  obliged  us  to  return  without 
being  able  to  trace  it  to  its  source,  which  has  since  been  done;  and 
in  the  sixteen  days  we  were  then  out  all  those  bi'anches  which  had 
any  depth  of  water  were  traced  as  far  as  the  boats  could  proceed. 
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The  river,  whicli  I  named  Hawkesbury,  after  tlie  Lord  Hawkes-       1790 
bury,*  is  laid  down  in  the  cliart  from   an  eye-sketch  made  by      13  Fci). 
Captain  Hunter,  as  we  rowed  up  it.     Tlie  breadth  of  this  river  ,j.,^g 
is  from  three  Imndred  to  eight  hundred  feet,  and  it  appears  from  Hawkes- 
the  soundings  we  Jiad  to  be  navigable  for  the  largest  merchant  '    '' 
ships  to  the  foot  of  Richmond  Hill  ;  but  as  the  water  near  the 
liead  of  the  river  sometimes  rises,  after  very  heavy  rains,  thirty 
feet  above  its  co  nmon  level,  it  would  not  be  safe  for  ships  to  go  far 
up  ;  but  hftten  or  twenty  miles  below  Richmond  Hill  they  would 
lay  in  fresh  water  and  perfectly  safe.      I  speak  of  Richmond  Hill 
as  being  the  head  of  the  river,  it  th.ere  growing  very  shallow,  and 
dividing  into  two  branches.f 

The  high  rocky  country  which  forms  Broken  Bay  is  lost  as  you 
proceed  up  the  HawkesVjury,  J  and  the  banks  of  the  river  are  then 
covered  with  timber,  the  soil  a  rich  light  mould,  and  judging  from 
the  little  we  saw  of  the  country,  I  should  suppose  it  good  land  to  Good  'and. 
a  very  considerable  extent ;  the  other  branches  of  fresh  water  are 
shoal,  but  probably  run  many  miles  further  into  the  country  than 
we  could  trace  them  with  our  boats.  Un  these  rivers  we  saw  great 
numbers  of  wild  ducks  and  some  black  swans  ;  and  on  the  banks  of  Game, 
the  Hawkesbury  several  decoys  made  by  the  natives  for  to  catch 
the  quail. 

Richmond  Hill  (near  the  foot  of  which  a  fall  of  water  prevented 
our  proceeding  further  with  the  boats)  is  the  southern  extremity 
of  a  range  of  hills,  which,  running  to  the  nortliward,  most  jirob- 
ably  join  the  mountains  which  lay  nearly  parallel  to  the  coast, 
fi'om  tifty  to  sixty  miles  inland.  The  soil  of  Richmond  Hill  is  good,  Rkiimv.ii.i 
and  it  lays  well  for  cultivation.  Our  prospect  from  the  hill  was 
very  extensive  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  the  country  appear- 
ing, from  the  height  at  which  we  were,  to  be  a  level  covered  with 
timber  ;  there  is  a  flat  of  six  or  seven  miles  between  Richmond  Hill 
and  a  break  in  the  mountains,  which  separates  Lansdown  and  Car- 
marthen Hills;  and  in  this  flat  I  suppose  the  Hawkesbury  continues 
its  course,  but  which  could  not  be  seen  for  the  timber  that,  with  - 
very  few  exceptions,  covers  the  country  wherever  the  soil  is  good. 

The  great  advantages  of  so  noble  a  river,  when  a  settlement  can  a  noWe 
be  made  on  its  banks,  will  be  obvious  to  your  Lordsliip. 

Broken  Bay  has  been  described  in  my  former  letters.  Pitt-  Broken  Bay. 
water  as  having  eighteen  feet  at  low  water  over  a  bank  which 
lays  across  its  entrance  ;  and  the  south-west  branch,  as  well  as 
the  we.stern  branch,  which  runs  ofl'  from  it  (and  leads  to  the 
Hawkesbury),  as  having  water  for  the  large.st  ships,  and  aifording 
perfect  security  for  a  thousand  sail  ;  the  north-west  branch  has 
only  water  for  very  small  vessels.  There  is  no  danger  going  into 
this  harbour  Imt  what  is  pointed  out  in  the  chart. 

*  Lord  Hawkesburj'  was  then  President  of  the  Council  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 
t  One,  the  Nepean  (south),  the  other  the  Grose  (west).  J  See  Ajjpendix  D. 
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The  settlement  I  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  your  Lordship 
as  made  at  Port  Jackson,  near  the  head  of  the  harhonr  [Rose 
Hill],  very  fully  ans^yers  my  expectations  ;  the  soil  is  exceeding 
good,  lays  well  for  cultiA^ation,  and  is  well  watered.  Six  miles 
to  the  southward  there  is  a  small  fresh-water  river ;  and  twenty 
miles  to  the  westward  there  is  a  more  considerable  river,  the 
source  of  which  I  suppose  to  be  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 
The  banks  of  this  river,  which  most  probably  empties  itself  into 
the  Hawkesbury,*  are  high  ;  the  soil  a  good  light  mould  and 
covered  with  trees  ;  the  wood  of  some  of  these  trees  is  very  light ; 
they  are  about  the  size  of  large  walnut-trees,  which  they  resemble!  ; 
they  shed  their  leaves,  and  bear  a  small  fruit  which  is  said  to  be 
very  wholesome.  This  river  likewise  frequently  rises  thirty  feet 
above  its  common  level  ;  it  is,  as  far  as  I  have  seen  it,  from  three 
hundred  to  four  hundred  feet  in  breadth.  I  named  it  the  Nepean, 
and  its  source  will  be  traced  in  the  course  of  the  winter  ;  and 
from  its  banks  I  hope  to  reach  the  mountains,  which  has  been 
attempted  by  a  party  who  crossed  the  river,  but  after  the  first  day's 
journey  they  met  with  such  a  constant  succession  of  deep  ravines, 
the  sides  of  which  were  frequently  inaccessible,  that  they  returned, 
not  having  been  able  to  proceed  more  than  fifteen  miles  in  five 
days ;  when  they  turned  back  they  supposed  themselves  to  be 
twelve  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 

As  the  land  for  several  miles  to  the  southward,  and  twenty 
miles  to  the  westward  of  Rose  Hill,  that  is  to  the  banks  of  the 
Nepean,  is  as  fine  land  for  tillage  as  most  in  England  (some 
few  particular  spots  excepted,  the  soil  of  which  is  poor,  but  bears 
a  very  small  proportion  to  the  good  land),  I  propose  that  tract 
of  land  for  those  settlers  v»'hich  may  be  sent  out ;  and  though  they 
will  be  placed  at  some  distance  from  each  other,  for  the  conveniency 
of  water  (from  one  to  two  and  three  miles),  they  vrill  have  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  the  natives  ,  who  avoid  those  parts  we  most 
frequent,  and  always  retire  at  the  sight  of  two  or  three  peoj)le 
Avho  are  armed. 

As  the  labour  of  clearing  the  ground  of  timber  will  be  great, 
I  think  each  settler  should  not  have  less  than  twenty  men  on  his 
farm,  which  I  supj^ose  to  be  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
acres ;  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  that  number  of  convicts  to 
those  settlers  who  come  out,  and  to  support  them  for  two  yeai's 
fi'om  the  pulilic  stores ;  in  that  time,  if  they  are  any  ways  in- 
dustrious— and  I  do  not  think  they  will  be  able  to  do  it  in  less 
time — at  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  they  may  return  half 
the  convicts  they  have  been  allowed,  and  would  want  no  further 
assistance  from  Government. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  grant  lands  to  officers  and  soldiers  who, 
Ijecoming  settlers,  will,  of  course,  be  entitled  to  every  indulgence  ; 
but  few  of  the  officers  now  here  have  reaped  any  great  advantage 


*  It  was  found  afterwards  that  the  supposition  was  correct 


t  See  Appendix  C. 
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from  being  allowed  convicts  ;  and  it  is  attended  with  unavoidable       I'^'SO 

inconveniences,  from  the  conAicts  being  left  so  much  to  them      13  Feb. 

selves,  and  from  their  mixing  with  the  soldiers.     It  may  be  found 

more  to  the  advantage  of  the  Crown,  and  the  officers  likewise, 

if  officers  on  duty  in  this  settlement  were  allowed  a  certain  quantity 

of  grain  to  sui:)port   their  live  stock   until   they  have  a  market 

to  go  to ;  and   I   make   no  doubt   but  that   in  the  third  year  Farming 

f  I'om  the  time  settlers  arrive  there  will  be  a  market  well  supplied  P^spects. 

with  grain,  poultry,  hogs,  and  goats,  all  of  which  there  has  been 

a  great  increase,  but  killed,  from  wanting  corn  to   support  them ; 

and  the  natives  so  frequently  setting  fire  to  the  country,  which 

they  do  to  catch  the  ojDossum,  flying  squirrel,  and  other  animals, 

has  prevented  swine  from  being  turned  out,  as  was  intended. 

If  this  plan  of  distributing  amongst  the  settlers  those  convicts  Making 
whi>  are  not  immediately  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  public  ^,sefu5;*^ 
works  is  approved  of,  and  which  I  propose  as  appearing  to  me 
the  most  likely  to  render  this  settlement  independent    for  the 
necessaries  of  life,  in  the  shortest  time  possible,  there  are  many 
regulations  which  will,  of  course,  take  place.     And  I  beg  leave 
to  observe  to  your  Lordship  that  it  appears  to  me  the  expence 
which  attends  sending  out  the  convicts  might  be  very  considerably 
lessened  by  sending  them  out  in  tlie  ships  bound  to  China.     Those 
ships  might  bring  a  certain  number,  with  the  necessary  quantity 
of  pro\dsion3  and  cloathing.      The  passage  to  China,  round   the  The  China 
South  Cape,  being,  in  my  opinion,  full  as  good  as  the  one  now  '■°"*®- 
used  ;  and  in  time  of  war  would  be  attended  witli  much  less  risk. 
But  if  hired  transports  are  sent  out,  it  is  equally  the  interest  of 
masters   and  owners  to  let  those  ships   remain  the  longest  time 
possible  in  those  ports  which  are  attended  with  little  expence,  and 
the  time  in  which  they  may  make  the  voyage  to  and  from  this 
country  will  always  l)e  very  uncertain. 

Your  Lordship  will  pemnit  me  to  add  that  if  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Legislature  by  sending  convicts  to  this  country  to  prevent 
their  return  to  England,  that  intention  will  be  best  answered  by 
their  Ijeinfj  sent  to  Norfolk  Island.  The  goodness  of  the  soil  has  Norfolk 
i)een  pointed  out,  as  well  as  £he  short  time  in  which  it  may  be  ^*"  ' 
presumed  tlie  island  will  be  able  to  supply  its  settlers  with  all  the 
necessaries  of  life.  Convicts  would  very  seldom  be  able  to  escape, 
as  there  are  only  two  or  three  places  at  which  a  boat  can  land, 
and  from  the  badness  of  the  ground  ships  will  seldom  anchoi". 
iSuch  convicts  as  are  sentenced  for  life  would  be  pei'fectly  safe  at 
Norfolk  Island,  where  they  may  be  employed  in  cultivating  the  flax- 
plant.  But  from  this  settlement,  whenever  shii^s  going  to  India 
are  in  want  of  men  they  will  easily  find  means  of  carrying  away 
convicts. 

Your   Lordship  has  been  infoi-med  that  some  of  the  convicts 
liave  been  killed  and  wounded  Ijy  the  natives,  Ijut  that  has  I 
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believe  never  happened  but  when  the  convicts  have  been  the 
aggressors.  I  have  always  found  the  natives  friendly,  and  still 
retain  the  opinion  I  first  formed  of  those  people.  That  they  do  not 
betray  a  confidence  placed  in  them  I  have  reason  to  believe  from 
their  never  having  attempted  to  take  that  advantage  which  they 
might  have  done  from  the  confidence  which  has  been  frequently 
placed  in  them  by  myself  and  those  who  have  been  with  me  in 
the  difterent  excursions,  and  from  the  confidence  some  of  them 
liave  placed  in  us  ;  nor  do  I  believe  they  would  have  ever  been 
hostile  but  from  having  been  ill-used  and  robbed,  which  has  been 
the  case,  though  every  precaution  that  was  possible  has  been  taken 
to  prevent  it. 

In  December,  1788,  one  of  the  natives  was  seized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  learning  the  language  and  reconciling  them  to  us  (as  men- 
tioned in  my  former  letter  to  your  Lordship),  none  of  the  natives 
having  for  some  months  come  near  the  settlement.  The  man  who 
was  taken  for  that  purpose  appeared  to  be  about  twenty-four 
years  of  age,*  and  in  three  months  was  so  well  reconciled  that  he 
was  freed  from  all  restraint,  and  lived  with  me  perfectly  satisfied 
with  his  situation. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  Api'il  numbers  of  the  natives 
were  found  dead  with  the  small-pox  in  difierent  parts  of  the  har- 
bour ;  and  an  old  man  and  a  boy  of  about  eight  years  of  age  were 
brought  to  the  hospital.  The  man  died,  but  the  boy  recovered, 
and  now  lives  with  the  surgeon.  An  elderly  man  and  a  girl  of 
about  ten  or  eleven  yeai-s  of  age  were  found  soon  after  and 
brought  up  ;  of  the  man  there  was  no  hopes  of  recovery,  and  he 
died  the  third  day,  but  the  girl  recovered,  and  lives  with  the 
clergyman's  wife.  I  brought  these  people  up  with  the  hopes  that 
being  cured  and  sent  away  with  the  many  little  necessaries  we 
could  give  them  would  be  the  means  of  reconciling  them  to  live 
near  us  ;  but  unfortunately  both  the  men  died,  and  the  children 
are  too  young  to  have  weight  with  the  natives  with  whom  since 
they  have  frequently  conversed,  and  what  was  moi'e  unfortunate 
our  native  caught  the  disorder  and  died.  It  is  not  possible  to 
determine  the  number  of  natives  who  wei^e  carried  off"  by  this 
fatal  disorder.  It  must  be  great ;  and  judging  from  the  infor- 
mation of  the  native  now  living  with  us,  and  who  had  I'ecovered 
from  the  disorder  before  he  was  taken,  one-half  of  those  who 
inhabit  this  part  of  the  country  died ;  and  as  the  natives  always 
I'etired  from  where  the  disorder  appeared,  and  which  some  must 
have  carried  with  them,  it  must  have  been  spread  to  a  consider- 
able distance,  as  well  inland  as  along  the  coast.  We  have  seen 
the  traces  of  it  wherever  we  have  been. 

From  the  death  of  the  native  who  had  lived  with  us,  it  was 
intended  to  get  another  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  they  were  gene- 
lally  on  their  guard,  and  I  wished  it  to  be  done  without  being 


*  Aranbanoo. 
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under  the  necessity  of  firing  on  those  people,  whieli  must  liavebeen       1790 
the  case  had  ixnyone  been  seized  in  tlie  pi'esence  of  others.      In      13  Feb. 
last  November  (1789)  two  natives  were  brought  up,  one  of  whom  a„o^]^ 
made  his  escape  a  few  days  after  ;  tlie  other*  lives  with  me,  and  capture, 
will  soon  be  able  to  inform  us  of  their  customs  and  manners,  but 
of  which  at   present  I  can  give  your  Lordship  very  little  infor- 
mation. 

The  natives  live  in  tribes,  which  are  distino-uished  by  the  name  ^>t»e 

tl'lDGS 

of  their  chief,  who  probably  takes  his  name  from  the  district  in 
which  he  resides.  About  the  north-west  part  of  this  harbour 
there  is  a  tribe  which  is  mentioned  as  being  very  powerful,  either 
from  their  numbers  or  the  abilities  of  their  chief.  The  district 
is  called  Cammerra  ;  the  head  of  the  tribe  is  named  Cammerragal, 
by  which  name  the  men  of  that  tribe  are  distinguished.  A  woman 
of  this  tribe  is  called  a  Cammerragalleon.  The  natives  never  use 
the  letter  S,  and  find  some  ditficulty  in  jironouncing  it. 

From  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  along  the  south  shore,  to 
the  cove  adjoining  this  settlement  the  district  is  called  Cadi,  and 
the  tribe  Cadigal  ;  the  women,  Cadigalleon. 

The  south  side  of  the  harbour  from  the  above-mentioned  cove 
to  Rose  Hill,  which  the  natives  call  Parramatta,  the  district  is  Parramatta, 
called  Wann,  and  the  tribe,  Wanngal. 

The  opposite  shoi-e  is  called  Wallumetta,  and  the  tribe,  Wal- 
lumedegal. 

The  other  tribes  which  live  near  us  are  those  of  -Gweagal, 
Noronggerragal,  Borogegal,  Gomerrigal,  and  Boromedegal. 

Some  of  these  people  perforate  the  gristle  of  the  nose  to  receive  Cm-ious 
the  ornamental  bone  mentioned  in  "  Captain  Cook's  Voyage  " —  customs, 
others  do  not.  The  drawing  a  front  tooth  is  more  general,  but  many 
men  have  been  seen  who  had  not  lost  the  tooth  ;  and  which,  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe,  is  given  as  a  tribute  to  the  head  of  one 
or  more  of  the  powerful  tribes,  and  occasionally  worn  by  him 
round  the  neck.  Cammerragal  is  mentioned  as  having  received 
the  tootli  from  the  native  now  living  with  us.  Some  refuse 
paying  this  tribute. 

Most  of  the  women  lose  two  joints  of  the  little  finger  of  the  Treatment 
left  hand,  but  the  reason  given  for  that  (as  we  understand  it)  °^  women, 
appears  too  trivial  to  be  the  real  cause — to  enable  the  women  to 
fish  the  better,  and  -to  wind  the  line  round  the  remaining  three 
fingers.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  women  are  treated  as 
inferiors  by  the  men,  who  employ  them  constantly  fishing  in  the 
canoes.  The  men  seldom  fish  with  the  line,  but  strike  fish  from 
the  rocks  ;  their  chief  employment  is  the  chase. 

That  they  have  some  idea  of  a  future  state  appears  fi'om  their  a  future 
belief  in  spirits,  and  from  saying  that  the  bones  of  the  dead  are  *'**^' 
in  the  graves,  but  the  body  in  the  clouds  :  and  the  question  has 
been  asked,  do  the  white  men  go  thither  1 

•  Bennilong. 
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It  is  probable  that  some  tribes  subsist  chiefly  by  the  cliase, 
%\liich,  leading  them  through  the  woods,  must  make  some  know- 
ledge of  stars  necessary.  They  have  names  for  many  of  tlie  stars, 
for  the  Magellan  Clouds,  and  for  the  four  principal  winds. 

The  native  fires  are  frequently  seen  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains, 
where  the  air  in  winter  must  be  very  sharp ;  and  a  small  cloak 
lias  been  found,  made  of  the  skins  of  the  opossum  and  flying 
squirrel,  very  neatly  sewed  together,  the  inside  ornamented  in 
diamonds  of  curved  lines,  by  raising  the  skin  with  the  point  of  a 
small  bone,  which  is  made  sharp  for  that  purpose.  This  cloak 
they  put  over  their  heads  when  they  sleep — and  cloaks  made  by 
beating  the  bark  of  the  brown  gum-tree  are  common,  and  used 
for  the  same  purpose,  or  to  keep  the  rain  from  their  heads  and 
shoulders.  Their  knowledge  in  numbers  ajipears  to  be  very 
confined.  It  is  remarkable  that  of  all  the  words  given  in  the 
vocabulary  by  Captain  Cook  there  are  only  two  we  have  ever 
heard  the  natives  make  use  of.  These  people  have  several  names 
— the  one  who  lives  with  us  calls  himself  Wogultrowey,  Wolarra- 
barrey,  Baunellon,  Boinba,  Bundebunda — and  we  have  reason  to 
think  that  children  are  named  after  the  fish  they  first  catch ;  and 
that  after  tlie  death  of  a  friend  or  relation  they  frequently  assume 
one  of  the  names  of  the  deceased. 

It  will  appear  to  your  Lordship,  after  what  has  been  said  of  tlie 
natives,  that  a  less  force  will  be  wanted  for  the  security  of  the 
settlement  than  what  I  considered  as  necessary  soon  after  my 
arrival  in  this  country,  although  that  was  not  considerable  ;  but 
as  the  military  must  be  supported  by  the  labour  of  others,  which 
is  felt  in  an  infant  colony  so  distant  from  any  resource  as  this  is 
placed,  and  in  which,  if  it  was  possible,  every  one  should  be 
employed  in  procuring  for  himself  the  necessaries  of  life,  I  pre- 
sume that  a  battalion  of  five  hundred  men  will  be  suflicient, 
which  will  admit  of  one  hundred  being  detached  for  the  security 
of  Norfolk  Island.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Lieutenant  Riou  to  .Secretary  Stephens. 
Table  Bay,  22  February,  1790, 
Sir,  Re.  28  April,  1790,  at  5  p.m. 

I  hope  this  letter  will  reach  you  before  any  account  can  be 
given  of  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Guardian.  If  it  .should,  I 
am  to  beg  you  will  make  known  to  their  Lordships  that  on  the 
23rd  Dec.  the  ship  struck  on  an  island  of  ice,  and  that  on  the 
25th  all  hope  of  her  safety  being  banished,  I  consented  to  as 
many  of  the  ofiicers  and  people  to  take  to  the  boats  as  thought 
l.iroper.  But  it  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to  assist  my  endeavoui's 
u'itli  the  remaining  part  of  the  crew  to  arrive  with  his  Majesty's 
s'-iip  in  this  bay  yesterday. 
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A  Dutch  pacquet  is  now  under  sail  for  Europe,  which  prevents       1790 
nie  from  giving  you  any  further  particvilars,  especially  as  at  this     22  Feb. 
instant  I  find  it  more  necessary  than  ever  to  exert  myself  in  order 
to  prevent  the  ship  from  sinking  at  her  anchors.     I  am,  &c., 

E.  lliou. 

Lieutenant  Riou  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
H.M.S.  Guardian, 
Sir,  Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  25  Feb.,  1790.  25  Feb. 

I  hope  their  Lordships  will  forgive  my  not  entering  into  any 
detail  of  the  past  melancholy  situation  of  his  Majesty's  ship  under 
my  command,  as  I  am  still  obliged  to  attend  most  strictly  to  the 
duty  at  present  carrying  on,  which  is  that  of  landing  the  remain- 
ing cai'go,  furniture,  and  in  short  everything,  with  the  greatest  saving 
expedition,  as  with  every  assistance  I  can  possibly  wish  for  from  '^^^so- 
the  shore  the  pumps,  necessarily  going  night  and  day,  haixlly  hold 
way  with  the  leaks.      I  have  now  too  much  reason  to  think  the 
ship  is  past  recovery.*     I  hope  soon,  sir,  to  have  time  to  be  more  The  ship 
explicit.     Till  then  I  humbly  hope  their  Lordships  will  pardon  j?^Q*^.gi.„ 
this  huriied  letter,  and  that  they  will  do  me  the  justice  to  think 
that  my  mind  is  solely  bent  on  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service. 

I  am,  (fcc, 

E.  Riou. 
P.S. — To  Mr.  AVill.  Peckover,  the  gunner  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Bounty,  I  deliver  the  charge  of  this  letter.     He  may  explain,  in 
some  measure,  the  deplorable  situation  of  his  Majesty's  ship  when 
I  arrived  in  this  bay. 

ISTeav  South  Wales  Corps. 

The  following  is  Major  Grose's  statement  of  the  strength  and 
distributi(jn  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  on  board  the  Second 
Fleet  :— 

New  South  Wales  Corps  on  board  the  Neptune,  Scarborougli, 

Surprize,  and  Goi-gon,  26  February,  1790: —  26  Feb. 

Officers.  Privates.  Women.  Cliildren. 

On  Neptune                      7  4i  6  3 

On  Sciirborough                4  28  4  2 

On  Hiirprize                      G  26  10  6 

On  Gorgon                      34  171  30  16 


51  269  50  27 

One  major,  three  captains,  four  lieutenants,  four  ensigns,  one 
chaplain,  one  adjutant,  <jne  qr. -master,  one  surgeon,  one  sur.  mate, 
fourteen  Serjeants,  twelve  corporals,  eight  drummers. 

*  Tlif  Ciiaidian  was  beacliecl  at  Table  Bay,  whore  a  survey  was  made.    The  surveyors' 
report  beini;  unfavourable,  she  nas  .ibandonef*. 
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The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  March,  1790. 

It  being  the  King's  intention  that  his  Majesty's  ships 
Discovery  and  Gorgon— the  former  of  which  has  been  fitted  for 
the  purpose  of  surveying  and  the  latter,  as  I  infoi'med  you  in 
my  letter  No  6,  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  and  stores  to  New 
South  Wales — should  be  employed  upon  an  expedition  on  the 
north-west  coast  of  America,  and  his  Majesty  having,  with  that 
view,  ordered  that  the  lower-deck  guns,  carriages,   &o.,  of  the 


The  Gorgon.  Gorgon  shall  be  carried  out  in  her  hold,  I  am  commanded  to  signify 
to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  as  soon  as  the  said  troops  and 
stores  shall  have  been  landed  from  the  ship  you  do  direct  her 
commander  to  mount  her  guns  and  to  put  her  in  a  fit  condition 
as  soon  as  possible  for  proceeding  on  that  service. 

As  the  present  company  of  that  ship  is  barely  suilicient  for 
navigating  her,  it  will  be  expedient  that  as  many  ofiicers  and  men 
as  can  possil^ly  be  spared  from  the  Sirius  should  be  lent  to  her 
during  tiie  expedition,  which  you  will  order  to  be  done  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  such  deficiency  as  will  then  remain  in  the  number 
of  her  war  establishment  of  men  you  will  complete  from  the  marine 
corps  now  serving  on  shore. 

One  of  the  objects  of  this  expedition  being  to  form  a  settlement 
on  the  no. -west  coast  of  America,*  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
that  yovi  should  select  from  among  the  people  with  you  a  proper 
number  of  persons  to  compose  it,  and  that  you  should  embark 
them  either  on  board  the  Discovery  or  Gorgon. 

The  extent  of  this  establishment,  it  is  imagined,  need  not  at 
first  exceed  thirty  persons,  a  moiety  of  whom  at  least  should  consist 
of  drafts  from  the  new  corps,  under  the  command  of  a  discreet 
subaltern  oificer,  who  is  to  be  entrusted  with  the  tem2:)Oi'ary  super- 
intendance  of  the  new  settlement.  The  remainder  should  consist 
of  two  or  three  of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  overseers,  who  ha^e 
lately  been  sent  out,  a  storekeeper,  and  any  other  persons  who  may 
be  desirous  of  accompanying  them,  together  with  a  few  of  the  most 
deserving  of  the  convicts,  to  whom  you  may  offer  a  remission  of 
a  part  of  their  service  [sentence]  as  an  inducement  to  go. 

And  you  will  be  careful  to  embark  on  board  these  ships  such 
articles  of  stores,  provisions,  medicines,  and  utensils  for  building, 
(fee,  as  you  may  judge  suificient  for  their  use,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  fulfil  the  object  of  forming  such  a  settlement  as  may  be 
able  to  resist  any  attacks  from  the  natives,  and  lay  the  foundation 

*  Tliis  desijrn  w&s  given  up,  but  an  explorinfr  expedition  was  sent  out  under  the  coni- 
niajid  of  Captain  George  Vancouver,  who  had  accompanied  Cook  on  his  voyage  towards 
tlie  South  Pole.  He  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Discovery,  and  the  armed  tender 
Chatham  took  the  place  of  the  Gorgon  as  second  vessel.  Vancouver's  instructions  were 
not  to  go  to  Port  Jackson  for  help,  but  to  sail  direct  for  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  then 
explore  the  north-west  coast  of  America  for  the  puipose  of  discovermg,  if  possible,  a  north- 
west passage.     Post,  pp.  461-454. 
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of  ail  estiiljlishineiit  for  the  assistance  of  his  ^lajesty's  subjects  in       1790 
tlie  prosecution  of  the  fur  trade  from  the  N.W.  coast  of  America.      March 

As  the  chief  command  of    this  expedition  is  intended  to  be  -r^e 
entrusted  to  the  captain  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships  now  in  the  coiumand. 
East  Inflies,  directions  have  been  sent  to  Commodore  Cornwallis 
to  despatch   such  frigate  immediately  to   Owyhee,   one.  of   the 
Sandwich  Iskinds,  situated  in  the  latitude  20°  00'  So.,  and  long. 
25'  00'  Et.  from  Greenwich,  directing  her  captain  to  wait  there 
until  he  shall  be  joined  by  the  Discovery  and  Gorgon,  when  he 
is  to  lose  no  time  in  making  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  American 
coast,  agreealily  to  the  enclosed  instructions,  a  copy  of  which  is 
transmitted    to    you    for   your   further    information.      You    will 
entrust  the  original  to  the  care  of  the  commander  of  the  Dis- 
covery, and  the  duplicate  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Gorgon.     You  will  despatch  both  these  vessels  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  at  Owyhee,  as  soon  as  they  are   in  a  situation  to  Rendezvous 
proceed  thither,  and  upon  their  meeting  with  the  frigate  above  at  Owyhee. 
mentioned  the  commanding  officer  will  deliver  to  the  captain  of 
the  frigate  the  dispatches  which  you  shall  have  committed  to  their 
care,  and  will  put  themselves  under  his  orders. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  frigate  from  the  East  Indies  and  the  two 
vessels  above  mentioned  will  arrive  at  Owyhee  soon  enough  to 
allow  some  time  for  refreshment  to  their  crews,  and  to  enable 
them  to  be  on  the  coast  of  America  early  in  the  spring;  but  if, 
from  any  unforeseen  event,  the  frigate  which  Commodore  Corn- 
wallis is  directed  to  order  upon  this  service  should  not  reach  the 
Sandwich  Islands  before  the  end  of  the  month  of  April,  1791,  it 
is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  should  direct  the  senior  officer 
of  the  two  ships  to  open  the  dispatches,  and  proceed  with  those  contin- 
two  ships  to  execute  the  instructions,  leaving  on  his  departure  sencies. 
from  thence  one  of  his  people  with  the  natives,  to  be  taken  up 
again  on  his  return,  or  adopting  any  other  mode  he  may  judge 
more  advisable  for  conveying  to  the  captain  of  the  frigate  infor- 
mation of  the  route  he  may  design  to  take,  with  a  view  to  his 
proceeding  to  the  place  of  destination. 

You  will  receive  by  the  Discovery  and  Gorgon  certain  packages.  Articles  of 
marked  and  numbered  agreeably  to  the  enclosed  list,*  containing  ''^''*'''''- 
such  articles  as  are  most  esteemed  by  the  people  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  coast,  in  order  to 
barter  with  them  for  provisions,  and  such  other  necessaries  as  they 
can  supply,  which  packages  they  are  to  deliver  to  the  commander 
of  the  frigate,  if  they  should  join  him  on  their  arrival  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  or  to  make  use  of  themselves  in  case  of  his 
al)sence. 

On  the  return  of  the  Gorgon  to  Port  Jackson  from  the  intended 
expedition  you  will  order  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
Sirius   on    board    their   proper   ship,    and    after  emlxirking  the 


*  No  list  recorded. 
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remainder  of  the  marines  you  will  direct  Lieutenant  Harvey  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  with  them  to  England,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  he  has  already  received  on  that  head. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  received  from  Lt.  Bligh, 
late  commander  of  H.M.  ship  the  Bounty,  of  a  mutiny,  having 
taken  place  in  that  vessel,  by  which  he  was  deprived  of  his  com- 
mand, his  Maj'y  has  judged  it  proper  that  the  Gorgon  should  be 
directed,  on  her  return  from  the  N.-W.  coast  of  America,  to  touch 
at  the  Society  Islands,  and  eventually  at  the  Friendly  Islands,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  apprehend  the  mutineers,  a  list  of  whom, 
rec'd  from  Lt.  Bligh,  is  enclosed.  If  he  should  succeed  in  this 
object,  he  is  directed  to  bring  those  men,  or  any  of  them,  in  con- 
finement, to  Port  Jackson.  And  you  wUl,  in  that  case,  send  them 
home  in  confinement  by  the  Gorgon,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  trial  in  this  country  for  an  ofifence  so  prejudicial  to  the 
discipline  of  his  Majesty's  service. 

If  the  Bounty  should  be  I'eeovered  and  brought  to  Port  Jack- 
son, it  is  left  in  your  discretion  to  detain  her  or  employ  her  in 
such  manner  as  you  shall  judge  best. 

If,  by  any  accident,  the  Gorgon  or  Discovery  should  be  disabled 
so  as  to  be  unfit  to  be  employed  on  this  service,  it  is  left  to  your 
discretion  to  send  the  Sirius  in  the  room  of  the  Gorgon,  and  any 
light  vessel,  if  any  such  should  then  be  under  your  orders,  in  the 
room  of  the  Discovery.  I  have,  &c., 

W.  W.  Grenville. 


Norfolk  Island. — Phillip's  Instructions  to  Boss. 

2  March      Instructions  to  be  observed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  his 

Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales  during  his  command 

at  Norfolk  Island.* 
By   his    Excellency  Arthur   Phillip,   Esq.,   Captain-General  and 

Governor  in  and  over  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales  and 

its  dependencies,  &c.,  &c. 
Having  taken  upon  you  the  command  and  charge  of  the  settle- 
ment established  at  Norfolk  Island,  pursuant  to  the  order  you 
will  receive  herewith  for  that  purpose,  and  having  caused  to  be 
erected  the  buildings  necessary  for  the  shelter  of  the  oflicers  and 
people  who  accompany  you,  you  will  cause  the  convicts  to  be 
Cultivation,  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land  in  such  manner  as  shall 
appear  to  you  the  best  calculated  to  render  that  settlement  inde- 
pendent as  far  as  respects  the  necessaries  of  life,  paying  such 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  flax-plant  as  your  situation 
will  admit  of,  and  which  is  to  be  the  principal  object  when  the 
necessaries  of  life  are  secured  to  the  settlers. 

The  distribution  of  sucli  public  live  stock,  corn,  implements  of 
husbandry,  cloatliing,  and  all  such  other  articles  belonging  to  the 


Distribution 
of  goods. 


'■  See  instructions  to  King  as  conunandant,  12  Feb.,  1788.    Ante,  pp.  137-138. 
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Cvown  as  are  intended  for  the  use  of  the  convicts  or  settlers  as       1790 
you  will  tind  at  the  settlement,  as  well  as  such  as  are  now  sent     211111011. 
( >r  may  be  sent  hereafter,  is  left  to  your  discretion  to  be  disposed  of 
according  to  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  intentions,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  convicts  and  such  persons  who  are  now  on  the  island  that 
wish  to  become  settlers. 

Tlie  productions  of  all  descriptions  acquired  by  the  labour  of 
the  convicts   are   to  be   considered   as   public  stock,  and   to   be  Public 
accounted  for  as  such,  but  left  to  your  disposal,  that  such  parts  ^^'^'^^' 
thereof  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  the  said  convicts 
and  their  families,  or  the  suVjsistence  of  the  civil  and  militarji 
establishment  of  the  settlement,  may  be  applied  by  you  to  that 
use,  as  well  as  to  the  use  of  such  persons  now  on  the  island  wlio, 
being  free  people,  may  be  desirous  of  becoming  settlers,  and  in  the 
distribution  of  which  you  will  use  every  proper  degree  of  economy.  Economy, 
and  be  careful  that  the  storekeeper  does  transmit  an  account  of 
the  issues  from  time  to  time  to  the  commissaiy  of  this  settlement, 
to  enable  me  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  sending 
furtlier  supplies  to  tlie  island,  or  of  drawing  supplies  in  future 
from  thence.     The  remainder  of  such  productions  you  will  reserve  Reserves, 
as  a  pro\'ision  for  a  further  number  of  convicts  which  will  be  sent 
liereafter  from  this  settlement,  to  be  employed  under  your  direc- 
tion in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  these  instructions. 

And  as  from  the  gi-eat  increase  of  corn  and  other  vegetable 
food,  which  may  be  expected  from  a  common  industry  and  in  so 
fertile  a  soil,  after  a  certain  quantity  of  ground  is  cleared  and 
in  cultivation,  as  well  as  from  the  natural  increase  of  swine  and 
other  animals,  it  cannot  be  expedient  that  all  the  convicts  should 
be  employed  in  attending  only  to  the  object  of  provisions,  you 
are  to  cause  the  greatest  possible  number  of  those  people  to  be 
employed  in  cultivating  and  dressing  the  flax-plant,  as  a  means  Flax- 
of  acquii'ing  cloathing  for  themselves  and  other  persons  who  may  ^lessing. 
become  settlers,  as  well  as  for  a  variety  of  maritime  purposes, 
for  w^liich  its  superior  excellence  render  it  a  desirable  object  in 
Europe. 

As  tlie  increa.se  of  the  stock  of  animals  must  depend  entirely 
upon  tlie  measures  you  may  pursue  for  their  pi'eservation,  the  use 
of  fresh   provisions,   excepting  for  the  sick,   is  to  be  dispensed  Fresh  meat 

•   1  P  -11  -1  i        ,       /     1  1  •       ^  only  for  the 

with  as  tar  as  possible,  until  a  competent  stock  may  be  acciuiretl  sick, 
to  admit  of  your  supplying  the  settlement  from  it   with  animal 
food,  and  until  whicli  time  you  will  be  regularly  supplied   with 
provisions  from  this  settlement,  as  well  as  with  cloathing  for  the 
convicts,  and  other  necessary  ai-ticles. 

In  issuing  the  customary  ration  from  the  stores,  it  is  left  to 
your  discretion  to  cause  such  deductions  to  be  made  as  you  may  Deductions, 
judge  necessary  from  the  situation  of  tlie  settlement,  or  from  tlie 
quantity  of  fish  which  may  occasionally  be  procured. 
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You  will  use  all  proper  methods  to  enforce  a  clue  observance  of 
religion  and  good  order  amongst  the  people,  and  take  such  steps  for 
the  due  celebration  of  public  worship  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

You  will  transmit  to  me,  from  time  to  time,  the  names  of  such 
officers,  soldiers,  and  others  who  may  be  desirous  of  becoming 
settlers  on  the  island,  as  well  as  the  names  and  other  particulars 
respecting  such  convicts  who  shall,  from  their  good  conduct  and 
disposition  to  industry,  be  judged  by  you  deserving  of  favour. 
And  you  will  cause  the  necessary  implements  of  husbandry,  witli 
such  a  proportion  of  live  stock  and  grain  as  the  situation  of 
the  settlement  permits,  to  be  given  to  those  who  may  become 
settlers,  supplying  tliem  with  the  customary  ration  of  provisions 
for  twelve  months  from  the  public  stores,  putting  them  in  imme- 
diate possession  of  tliirty  acres  of  land,  for  which  grants  will  be 
liereafter  made  out,  as  well  as  for  such  an  additional  quantity  of 
land  as  their  situation  and  other  circumstances  may  entitle  them  to. 

You  will  at  every  opportunity  transmit  to  me  all  such  remarks 
or  observations  as  you  niay  make  respecting  the  nature  of  the  soil 
on  the  island,  and  point  out  such  means  as  may  appear  to  you 
the  most  likely  to  answer  the  views  of  Government  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  flax-plant,  or  in  rendering  that  island  independent 
for  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  for  the  order  and  govei'nment  of 
the  settlers  thereon,  that  such  information  may  from  me  be  trans- 
mitted to  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

And  whereas  it  is  not  intended  that  any  trade  or  intercourse 
whatever  should  be  carried  on  betwixt  Norfolk  Island  and  the 
settlements  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  coasts  of  China,  or 
with  any  of  the  islands  to  which  any  intercourse  has  been  estab- 
lished by  any  European  nation,  you  will  be  particularly  careful  that 
no  craft  of  any  sort  is  ever  built  for  the  use  of  individuals  which 
may  enable  them  to  effect  such  intercourse. 

And  you  are  to  prevent  any  ships  or  vessels  which  may  arrive 
at  the  settlement  from  having  any  communication  with  any  of 
the  inhabitants  residing  on  the  island,  without  first  receiving 
permission  from  me  for  that  purpose.  And  the  more  effectually 
to  prevent  any  such  improper  intercourse  being  carried  oh,  you 
are  not  to  permit  the  building  of  any  decked  vessel  or  boat  what- 
ever, nor  any  boat  or  vessel  that  is  not  decked,  whose  length  of 
keel  exceeds  twenty  feet.  And  if  by  any  accident  any  vessel  or 
boat  that  is  decked,  or  whose  length  of  keel  exceeds  twenty  feet, 
should  be  driven  on  shore,  or  left  on  the  island,  you  are  to  cause  such 
boat  or  vessel  to  be  scuttled,  or  otherwise  rendered  unservicable, 
letting  her  remain  in  that  state  until  you  receive  further  directions 
on  that  head. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 
Port  Jackson,  this  second  day  of  March,  1790. 

A.  Phillip. 
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Lieutenant  Riou  to  Skcketauy  Stephens.  1790 

H.M.  ship  Guardian, 

Sir,  Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  7  March,  1790.         7  March. 

Since  I  wrote  you*  my  last  letter,  of  the  25  Feby.,  I  have 
been  employed  in  disembarking  the  stores  and  provisions  on  board 
the  ship  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  and  in  the  course  of 
another  week  or  ten  days  I  hope  to  be  able  to  compleat  that  busi- 
ness. The  ship  is  now  fothered,  and  in  that  situation  requii'es  only  state  of  the 
one  chain-pump  to  be  constantly  at  work  to  keep  her  clear  of  water.  ^^^  '^"" 
1  fear  very  few  of  such  stores  and  much  of  the  provisions  that 
were  on  board  on  my  arrival  at  this  place  will  be  good  for  any- 
thing, but  as  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  to  any  minute 
inspection  of  them.  I  have  given  such  directions  that  every  means 
will  be  taken  to  preserve  as  much  as  possible. 

The  chief  injury  the  ship  has  received  is  abaft.  I  can  see  in  a  Her 
calm  day  the  false  keel  is  quite  gone  about  eight  feet  in  length  irreparable. 
from  the  sternpost,  as  also  much  torn  and  out  of  its  proper  direc- 
tion further  furward.  It  is  also  ragged  and,  as  it  were,  in  notches 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  stem  to  as  far  off  as  the  eye  is  capable 
of  discerning.  I  have  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  main  keel  is 
injured,  and  that  part  of  the  sternpost  is  torn  away,  and  many 
other  places  in  the  ship's  bottom  much  damaged.  The  rudder  is 
gone  and  the  after-beam  of  the  upper  gun-deck  is  broken  in  two 
pieces.  The  foremast  and  mainmast  are  standing  with  the  bow- 
sprit, jibboom,  and  fore- top  mast,  which,  with  the  topgallant  masts 
and  two  or  thi'ee  studding-sail  booms,  are  the  only  masts  remaining. 
The  fore  and  main  yard,  a  foretopsail-yard,  and  the  topgallant- 
yards  are  the  only  yards  left,  and  every  other  spar,  mast,  or  yard 
has  been  destroyed  and  thrown  overboard  at  sea.  The  sails  that 
were  bent  to  the  yards  when  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive  here 
Avere  a  mizzen-topsail  to  the  fore  topsail-yard,  a  fore  topg.-sail,  jib 
and  fore  topmast-staysail,  a  mainsail,  a  foresail,  and  a  main  top- 
gallant-sail on  the  stump  of  the  mizzen-mast.  Every  other  sail  in 
the  ship  that  was  in  the  store-rooms  are  perfectly  rotten  and 
unserviceable — indeed  many  of  them,  as  well  as  other  things, 
were  in  a  perfect  state  of  putridity,  and  those  above  mentioned 
so  torn  and  shattered  as  to  have  little  remaining  of  their  original 
form.  1  humbly  entreat  their  Loi'dships'  pardon  for  giving  them 
so  formal  a  statement  of  the  past  melancholy  proceedings  on  board 
his  Majesty's  ship  during  the  space  of  more  than  two  months,  as 
I  have  been  unable  to  hold  a  pen  or  keep  any  journal  that  is  in  rioh's 
its  present  form  legible.  condition. 

I  am  at  presoit  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  anxiety  i-especting  the 
ship,  for  should  I  find  it  possible  to  tow  her  as  far  as  Saldanha 
Bay,  so  that  she  might  lay  on  shore  in  safety  and  be  heaved  down  pep^irin"- 
and  repaired,  I  have  too  much  reason  to  think  the  cost  would  be  costly. 


& 
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SO  immense,  together  with  the  refitting  her,  as  to  exceed  the  value 
of  a  new  ship.  And  to  continue  in  this  bay  with  the  charge  of 
supernumeraries  to  keep  her  from  sinking  until  I  should  receive 
their  Lordships'  commands  appears  to  me  equally  improper.  And 
yet  do  I  not  feel   myself  empowered  to  (sic)  one  of  his 

Majesty's  ships.  In  short,  I  hope  their  Lordships  will  forgive 
my  representing  to  you  so  freely  the  present  anxious  state  of  my 
mind,  and  trust  it  proceeds  entirely  from  the  strong  desire  I  feel 
in  meriting  their  approbation. 

I  have  detained  the  master,  his  brother  Mr.  Trinkler,  and  the 
carpenter  of  his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  Bounty,  as  I  found  it 
absolutely  expedient  to  have  the  assistance  of  the  former  to  act 
as  master  of  the  Guardian. 

Herewith,  sir,  you  will  receive  a  list  of  such  persons  that 
Almighty  God  of  His  infinite  goodness  and  mercy  was  pleased  to 
protect  and  deliver  from  the  many  dangers  and  difiiculties  that 
threatened  them.* 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  the  Lady  Juliana 
has  been  arriA^ed  here  these  six  days,  all  in  good  health. 

I  shall  suffer  no  opportunity  to  escape  informing  you  of  my 
proceedings,  as  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  form  some  determined 
resolution  respecting  my  future  plans.  I  have,  &c., 

E.  Eiou. 

Lieutenant  Riou  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
His  Majesty's  ship  Guardian, 

Sir,  Table  Bay,  15  March,  1790. 

My  last  letter,  which  was  dated  the  7th  instant,  represented 
to  you  the  situation  of  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  at 
that  time,  since  which  I  have  not  been  enabled  to  know  more 
concerning  the  injury  she  has  sustained. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  their  Lordships  that  I  am  now  preparing 
to  get  the  ship  into  Saldanha  Bay,  by  endeavouring  as  much  as 
possible  to  stop  the  leak  within  board ;  and  that  I  purpose  moor- 
ing her  there  close  to  the  beach  at  low  water,  in  a  cove  where  no 
wind  or  sea  can  affect  her ;  the  which,  if  I  am  so  fortunate  as 
to  accomplish,  I  mean  then  to  return  hei^e  myself,  in  order  to 
preserve  as  much  as  possible  such  provisions  and  stores  as  have 
been  landed.  It  appears  to  me  at  present  that  a  great  quantity 
of  the  salt  provisions  is  still  good  ;  but,  excepting  the  ironwork, 
I  fear  there  is  very  little  of  anything  else  that  is  not  totally 
destroyed. 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  in  my  last  letter  I  enclosed  an 
erroneous  account  of  the  officers,  crew,  &c.,  that  were  saved  in 

*  The  list  ffives  the  names  of  five  superintendents  of  convicts  ;  the  daughter  of  P. 
Schaffer,  superintendent ;  chaplain's  servant,  boatswain,  purser's  steward,  carpenter,  three 
midshipmen,  surgeon's  mate,  cook,  twenty -two  crew,  and  twenty-one  convicts.  Total  (one 
added  afterwards),  sixty-two. 
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his  M;ijesty's  ship.      If  so,  1  hunihly  beg  their  Lordships'  pardon,       1790 
and  transmit  to  you  the  following  one."  I  have,  &c., 

E.  Riou. 

LIEUTEN^ANT-GOVERNOR    RoSS    TO    GOVERNOR    PlIILLIP. 

Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  22  March,  1790.         22  March. 

It  is  witli  tlie  utmost  distress  of  mind  that  I  sit  down  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency  of   the  loss  of  his  Majesty's   ship  the  Loss  of  the 
Sirius,   for  tlie  particulars  of  whicli  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  *^""'"^- 
Lieut.  Ball,  Mr.  King,  and  the  officers  of  the  Sirius  on  board  the 
.Supply.!     What  makes  this  the  more  particulai'ly  unfortunate  at 
this  tiifie  is  that  Captn.  Hunter  v\-as  not  able  to  land  but  a  very 
little  of  the  stores  and  provisions  which  were  sent  for  the  use  of  The 
the  settlement.      And  I  am  afraid  that  Captn.  Hunter's  anxiety  P™"^'^"^- 
for  the  landing  of  the  provisions  might  have  induced  him  to  make 
such  exertions  for  the  relief  of  the  settlement  (which  at  the  very 
moment  he  was  exerting  every  degree  of  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence for  which  his  character  stands  uni-ival'd)  our  provision  store 
was   publickly  known  to  him  to  be  in  a  very  exhausted  state, 
which  must  have  been  known  to  him  from  the  steps  he  had  taken 
in  embracing  every  opportunity  of  putting  as  much  provisions  as 
he  could  on  board  the  Supply,  with  orders  to  Lieut.  Ball  to  use 
his  utmost  endeavours  to  land  them,  might  have  in  some  degree 
contributed  to  the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  Sirius  ;  but  on  this  I  beg  contribut- 
leave  only  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  opinion  of  a  landman,  and  '"§■  °^"'^'^- 
not  that  of  a  seaman. 

Immediately  on  the  ship's  striking,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  issue  strong 
an  order  forbiding  all  the  inhabitants  on  the  settlement  from  killing  "leasures. 
any  stock  of  their  own,  or  plundering  any  article  of  stock  or  pro- 
v-isions  Ijelonging  to  the  public  or  to  others,  under  pain  of  imme- 
fliate  death  by  hanging. 

The  next  morning  I  judged  it  necessary,  and,  in  our  then  state, 
highly  proper,  to  take  some  steps  for  the  securing  of  that  authority 
so  very  necessary  in  all  well-regulated  states  for  the  preservation 
of  good  order  and  discipline,  to  proclaim  the  law  martial  to  be  the  Martial  law. 
only  law  Ijy  which  the  settlement  should  be  govern'd  until  further 
orders  ;  and  in  consequence  thereof  did  advise  with  and  consult 
Captn.   Hunter,  Mr.  King,  and  the  officers  of  marines,  whether 
it  might  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  the  advice  and  opinion 
of  Captn.  Hunter  and  all  the  commission  officers  of  the  navy  and 
marines  at  that  place  in  manner  of  a  council ;  and,  upon  their  a  council 
agreeing  with  me,  I  gave  out  the  order  of  which  the  inclosed  No.  1  summoned, 
is  a  copy,  +  and  the  next  morning  we  assemljled  at  the  Government 
House,  and  agreed  and  assented  U)ianimously  to  the  resolutions  Resolutions. 
of  which  the  inclosed  No.  2  is  a  copy§  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 

*  This  list  is  not  availal)le. 

t  The  Supply  was  despatched  by  Koss  to  Port  Jackson  witli  tlie  news  of  the  wreck. 

J  Post,  p.  321.  §  Post,  p.  322. 
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22  March. 


Allegiance. 


Half- 
allowance. 


Details 
withheld. 


Officers' 
effects  lost. 


JIaking'  the 
best  of 
things. 


The  general 
good. 


22nd  all  the  people  assembled  on  the  beach  under  the  Kmg's 
colours,  when  the  law  martial  was  declared  to  be  the  only  law  by 
which  this  settlement  should  be  governed  until  farther  orders. 

And  after  reading  the  resolutions  of  myself  and  Council,  I  pro- 
posed, as  there  was  not  time  to  administer  an  oath  to  everybody, 
that  passing  under  the  King's  colours  at  the  flagstafi',  and  between 
the  colours  of  the  detachment — which  were  taken  for  that  purpose 
— should  be  deemed  as  equal  to  a  voluntary  oath  of  paying  a  strict 
obedience  to  the  martial  law  now  in  force,  Captn.  Hunter  and  my- 
self leading  the  van. 

And  altho'  the  whole  was  now  at  half-allowance,  yet,  until  we 
could  ascertain  how  much  provisions  would  be  saved  from  the 
wreck,  I  judged  it  might  be  necessary  to  make  a  further  reduction 
in  the  allowance  ;  and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  assuring  your 
Excellency  that  everybody  by  their  ready  and  chearf ul  compliance 
with  everything  proposed  to  insure  to  us  the  most  strict  and 
implicit  obedience  to  every  order  that  tends  to  the  good  of  the 
whole,  v/Iiich  was  visible  in  the  countenance  of  every  one  present. 

The  multiplicity  of  things  to  be  done,  and  the  state  of  mind  in 
wliich  everybody  is,  together  with  the  great  desire  everybody  ex- 
presses for  the  Supply's  going  to  Port  Jackson,  renders  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  send  your  Excellency  a  true  state  of  the  island  at 
this  time  without  wounding  your  feelings  more  than  perhaps  they 
ever  were,  or  I  hope  ever  will  be,  in  future,  and  therefore  hope 
you  will  permit  me  to  offer  this  in  excuse  for  not  being  more  par- 
ticular, beging  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  King,  who  will  be  able 
to  inform  your  Excellency  with  every  thing  that  respects  the  set- 
tlement, as  far  as  myself  or  any  of  the  principal  officers  can  judge, 
and  all  my  ideas  and  intention  with  respect  to  the  settlement  he 
is  well  acquainted  with,  which,  when  he  informs  you  of,  I  hope 
will  meet  your  approbation.  AVhen  I  inform  your  Excellency  that 
by  the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  Sirius  myself  and  all  the  officers  of 
the  detachment  have  lost  almost  everything  belonging  to  us,  even 
my  papers  are  all  lost,  you  will  not  wonder  at  my  requesting  that 
whenever  your  Excellency  may  have  it  in  your  power  that  you 
will  please  to  give  us  such  relief  as  our  case  requires.  I  feel 
myself  particularly  fortunate  in  being  authorized  to  assure  you 
that,  whatever  may  happen,  all  the  officers  and  others  in  the 
place  seem  to  have  but  one  idea,  which  is  still  more  pleasantly 
felt  by  an  unanimous  and  determined  resolution  in  all  the  officers, 
as  well  of  the  sea  as  the  marines,  never  to  despair  nor  part  with 
that  authority  whicli  is  vested  in  us  ;  and  therefore  I  hope  your 
Excellency  will  believe  that  the  only  thing  to  be  apprehended  on 
our  part  is  the  impossibility  you  may  find  in  giving  us  that  relief 
which  we  shall  so  very  impatiently  look  for  and  expect.  I  shall, 
therefore,  quit  this  melancholy  subject  with  praying  your  Excel- 
lency to  believe  that  whatever  is  possible  to  be  done  for  tlie  good 
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of  the  wliole  shall  be  done  ;  and  altho'  we  have  saved  but  few       ^"^^^ 
articles  of  provisions  from  tlie  wreck,  yet,  from  the  appearance  of    22Maicii. 
the  weather,  and  the  opinion  of  Captn.  Hunter,  I  am  not  without 
hope  but  mucli  may  be  saved  ;  and,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Ball,  I  must 
infoi-m  your  Excellency  that  he  is  using  every  endeavour  to  land 
as  much  proxision  as  he  can  spare.     I  further  beg  leave  to  assure 
you  that  the  conduct  of  the  convicts  in  general  has  been  such  in  Good 
saving  as  much  from  the  wreck  as  possible  that  I  cannot  but  take  p°"soneiu* 
iKjtice  of  it ;  and  some  of  them  I  shall  hereafter  take  the  liberty 
I  »f  pointing  out  as  deserving  particvdar  attention  and  favour. 

The  state  of  the  settlement  under  martial  law  has  made  me 
judge  it  necessary  to  order  Lieut.  J.  Johnstone  to  act  as  adjutant-  Appoint- 
general,  and  Lieut.  Ralph  Clarke  to  act  as  quartermaster-general  '"®"^'''- 
and  keeper  of  the  public  stores  during  the  continuance  of  martial 
law,  or  until  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
shall  please  to  signify  his  pleasure  thereupon. 

I  therefore  hope  your  Excellency  will  do  me  the  honour  of 
approving  of  what  has  been  done,  and  that  a  strict  obedience 
and  attention  to  everything  that  can  be  done  may  induce  us  to 
hope  that  our  conduct  will  be  such  as  to  justify  your  Excellency 
in  pointing  us  out  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for  such  favour  and 
protection  as  our  case  may  require ;  and  when  I  consider  the 
want  of  perhaps  a  sufficient  authoi-ity  for  declaring  martial  law.  Martial  law 
which  nothing  but  necessity  could  have  induced  us  to  do,  being  "'^°^*S''^'"J • 
convinced  that  in  our  now  state  it  is  the  only  law  by  which  the 
people  can  be  kept  in  a  subordinate  state,  we  shall  therefore  ti-ust 
to  his  Majesty  and  the  British  Parliament  for  such  indemnifica- 
tion as  the  case  may  require.  I  hope  and  trust  your  Excellency 
will  authorize  us  to  continue  it  until  we  are  supplied  with  pro- 
visions, or  at  any  rate  that  you  will  not  forbid  us.* 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Proclamation. 
By  Robert  Ross,    Esq.,    Lieutenant-Governor   of   his    Majesty's    20  March. 

territory  of   New  South  Wales   and  its   dependencies,  and 

Commandant  at  Norfolk  Island. 
Whereas,  by  the  unfortunate  loss  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  I  thrshius 
tind  it  necessary  to  require  the  advice  and  assistance  of  all  the  com- 
missioned ofHcers  of  his  Majesty's  navy  and  marines  at  this  place 
for  establishing  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
tlie  good  government  of  the  settlement  on  the  present  occasion  : 

The  Council  are,  therefore,  recpiired  to  meet  the  Lieutenant-  Council. 
Governor  at  the  Government  Housfs  this  day  at  12  o'clock. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Government  House,  Norfolk  Island, 

this  20th  of  March,  1790. 

To  Capt.  John  Hunter,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sii-ius ;  Lieut.  P. 

*  This  despatch  (a  copy),  as  found  in  the  London  Record  Office,  bears  no  signature,  but  it 
id  obviously  from  Major  Ross. 
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public 
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allowance. 
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G.  King,  late  Commandant  at  Norfolk  Island  ;  Lieut.  Wm. 
Bradley,  H.M.  ship  Sirius ;  Lieut.  N.  Fowell,  H.M.  ship  Sirius  ; 
Lieut.  H.  Waterhouse,  H.M.  ship  Sirius  ;  Captn.  George  John- 
ston, marines ;  Lieut.  J.  Creswell,  marines  ;  Lieut.  R.  Kellow, 
marines  ;  Lieut.  J.  Johnstone,  marines;  Lieut.  R.  Clai'ke,  marines; 
Lieut.  Wm.  Faddy,  marines. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Norfolk  Island. — Resolutions  of  Officers. 

At  a  Council,  consisting  of  all  the  commissioned  officers  of  his 
Majesty's  naval  and  marine  service  now  at  this  island,  assembled 
in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Lt.-Governor  Robert  Ross,  dated 
this  20th  of  March,  1790,  the  following  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously judged  to  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  colony  : — 

Article  1st.  That  military  law  be  immediately  proclaimed. 

2nd.  That  seven  commissioned  officers  shall  compose  a  general 
court-martial ;  any  sentence  that  does  not  affect  the  life 
shall  be  determined  by  the  majority  of  voices — but  no  sen- 
tence of  death  can  be  pronounced  without  five  of  the  seven 
concur  in  opinion. 

3rd.  That  the  officers  and  company  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius, 
now  wrecked  on  this  island,  are  to  be  considered  as  under 
the  immediate  command  of  their  captain  and  officers,  agree- 
able to  the  naval  articles  of  war  ;  but  for  capital  offences 
they  are  amenable  to  the  martial  law  now  established. 

4:th.  That  all  provisions  now  on  the  island,  as  well  as  what  may 
be  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  shall  be  considered 
as  public  stores,  as  well  as  all  Indian  corn  and  potatoes, 
and  also  that  a.ll  live  stock  of  every  kind,  except  poultry, 
shall  be  considered  as  the  projoerty  of  the  public  ;  and  the 
whole  to  be  equally  divided  among  all  ranks. 

5tli.  That  the  state  of  the  provision  stores,  as  well  as  the  gran- 
aries, Indian  corn,  and  potatoes,  is  such  as  will  not  admit 
of  a  larger  proportion  than  half-allowance  until  it  is  known 
wliat  can  be  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius 

6th.   In  order  to  shew  that  no  partiality  will  be  used  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  provisions  there  shall  be  two  locks  on  the  store-  1 
house  door  ;  one  key  to  be  delivered  to  such  person  as  Capt.  j 
Hunter  shall  appoint  in  behalf  of  the  seamen  ;  the  other  to 
be  in  possession  of  such  person  as  the  Lieut. -Governor  shall 
think  proper  in  behalf  of  the  marines. 

7th.  All  marauding  or  plundering,  either  of  the  public  or  private 
property,  will  be  deemed  capital  crimes. 

8th.  Whenever  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  or  vessels  are  on  this 
coast  the  captain  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  to 
be  considered  as  a  member  of  the  Council  during  the  con- 
tinuation of  martial  law. 
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Norfolk  Islaxd. — Proclamation.  1790 

AVhereas  some  people  have  in  a  most  scandalous  and  infamous  26  March. 
manner  broke  up  the  public  store-rooms  and  hold,  as  well  as  all  Plunderina; 
such  cases,  casks,  boxes,  bales,  and  bundles,  as  were  secured  with  *'  °'^'" 
locks,  nails,  lashings,  and  hoops,  or  by  such  other  methods  as  were 
judged  adviseable  for  securing  tlie  property  of  the  public,  as  well 
as  private  individuals,  and  robbed  and  plundered  the  same 
individuals  of  many  articles  which  they  contained  ;  and  as  many 
articles  which  were  saved  from  the  wreck  and  safely  landed,  have 
been  secured  under  pretence  of  conveying  them  to  the  public 
'  store-liouse ;  and  in  order  that  no  person  on  this  island  may 
liereaf  ter  plead  ignorance :  it  is  therefore  ordered  and  declared 
that  every  such  person  or  persons  as  at  this  time  have  in  their 
custody  or  possession  any  article  either  of  the  public  or  private 
property  saved  from  the  wreck,  or  of  which  the  wreck  has  been 
plundered,  shall  immediately,  on  or  befoi'e  the  29th  instant,  at  the 
hour  of  1 2  o'clock  at  noon,  bring  in,  or  cause  to  be  brought  in,  the 
same,  and  deliver  them  to  the  storekeeper  of  the  public  stores ; 
after  which  time,  if  any  such  person  or  persons  are  known  to 
have  in  their  possession  or  custody  any  articles  of  the  above 
description,  they  shall  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  such  capital  a  capital 
crimes  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  in  having  acted  so  contrary  to 
all  law  and  disobeying  orders,  whereof  all  persons  whatever  are, 
as  they  tender  their  own  safety  and  the  good  of  the  settlement, 
to  take  notice. 

And  as  no  person  whatever  is  authorized  to  give  away  or  dispose 
of  any  articles  which  may  be  saved  from  the  wreck,  except  Captn. 
Hunter,  all  applications  must  therefore  be  made  to  him  for  that 
2  an  pose. 

Done  at  head-quarters,  on  Norfolk  Island,  this  26th  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  1790. 

Robert  Ross,  &c. 
God  save  the  King  ! 


Surgeon  Alley  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Lady  Juliana,  Table  Bay, 
Sir,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  29th  March,  1790.        29  Mavcii. 

I  liope  you  will  excuse  tlie  liberty  I  take  in  writing  you  a  voyajre  of 
few  lines,  the  purpoi't  of  which  is  to  acquaint  Mr.  Nepean  that  on  the  Lady 

,  ;  ir         iji-rniii-?         f  X-.-1T  •         Juliana. 

the  1st  inst.  we  anchor d  in  Table  Bay  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Our  passage  from  England  has  been  very  tedious.  On  our  rout, 
.so  far,  we  have  lost  live  women,  and  we  have  had  seven  bii'tlis. 
At  present  we  are  remarkably  healthy.  To-morrow  is  fixed  fur 
our  sailing  from  this  place.  I  hope  we  .shall  meet  with  ]>etter 
look  [luck]  than  what  the  Guardian  did.      In  consequence  of  her 
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26  March. 


misfortune  damps  the  spirits  of  the  people  on  boai'd  the  Lady- 
Juliana.  Begs  [I  beg]  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  inclos- 
ing a  letter  to  Sir  John  Jervis. 

I  wish  you  health  and  happiness,  and  am,  &c., 

PticHD.  Alley. 


10  April. 


Captain 
Shea. 


Court- 
martial  on 
Captain 
Meredilh. 


11  Amil. 


Loss  of 
provisions. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 
Sir,  April  10th,  1790. 

Returns  of  the  detachment  of  marines  doing  duty  in  this 
colony,  and  of  those  officers  and  men  who  wish  to  remain  after  the 
three  years  for  which  they  were  embarked  shall  be  expired,  are 
inclosed  for  their  Lordships'  information.* 

Of  the  death  of  Captain  Shea,  which  happened  on  the  second  of 
February,  1789,  the  major-commandant  of  the  detachment  has, 
I  presume,  informed  their  Lordships,  as  well  as  of  the  officers  pro- 
moted by  him  on  that  occasion. 

The  officer  mentioned  in  the  return  as  unfit  for  duty  is  Captain 
Meredith  ;  he  was  susj)ended  by  Major  Ross,  who  thought  his 
conduct  such  as  made  a  general  court-martial  necessary  ;  and  that 
officer  has  requested  that  su.ch  court-martial  may  be  ordered,  as  he 
deems  his  conduct  to  have  been  such  as  he  can  justify. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.! 

Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 

My  Lord,  April  11,  1790. 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  concluding  my  letter  of  the  12tli 
of  February  to  your  Lordship,  I  had  heen  for  some  time  in  expec- 
tation of  ships  arriving  from  England.  On  the  provisions  landed 
to  serve  the  settlement  for  two  years  considerable  losses  had  been 
sustained,  and  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  and  the  Supply  tender 
had  been  occasionally  victualled  from  the  stores,  but  no  ships 
appearing,  those  expectations  gave  place  to  a  fear  that  they  miglit 
have  met  with  some  accident,  and  it  became  necessary  to  take  such 
steps  as  appeared  best  calculated  to  provide  for  the  immediate 
support  of  the  people. 

The  cjuantity  of  flour  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by 
the  Sirius  was  less  than  I  expected — four  months'  flour  only 
for  the  settlement,  and  a  year's  provisions  for  the  ship's  company; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  ship  a  very  considerable  repair 
before  she  could  be  sent  to  sea  again,  which  was  not  compleated 
before  the  middle  of  January,  when  I  had  reason  to  expect  ships 

The  sending  to  the 


from  England  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 


*  The  returns  are  not  recorded. 
t  A  duplicate  of  this  despatch  was  sent  to  the  Admiralty. 
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islands  would  have  answered  as  far  as  procuring  live  stock  to  breed       ^"^^^ 
tVom,  but  which  was  not  immediately  wanted,  and  what  the  8irius      ii  April. 
could   have  brought  for   the  consumption  of  such  a  number  of 
people  would  have  been  but  a  A-ery  small  relief.     Howe  Island  had 
been  tried  several  times,  and  only  a  very  few  tui'tle  prcjcured. 

The  goodness  of  the  soil  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  industry  of  Norfolk 
I  hose  employed  there,  render'd  that  island  a  resource,  and  the  only  J^go",'!^ 
one  that  offer'd  when,  from  the  time  which  has  passed  since  my 
letter  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  received  in  England,  there 
was  reason  to  suppose  some  accident  had  happen'd  to  the  store- 
siiips  sent  out. 

I  therefore  ordered  two  companies  of  marines  to  be  ready  to  Deiaehinent 
emljark  with  a  number  of  convicts  by  the  5th  of  March,  if  no  ^*^"^- 
ship  arrived  before  that  time,  and  a  proportion  of  what  pro- 
\  isions  and  stores  remained  in  this  settlement  being  put  on 
ijoard  the  Sirius  and  Supply,  sixty-five  officers  and  men,  with  five 
women  and  children  from  the  detachment  and  Civil  Department, 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  male  and  sixty-seven  female  convicts, 
with  twenty-seven  children,  embarked  and  sailed  on  the  6th  of 
-March. 

The  advantages  I  expected  by  sending  away  such  a  number  of  Reasons, 
people  was  from  the  little  garden  ground  they  would  leave,  and 
which  would  assist  those  who  remained,  and  the  fish  which  misfht 
be  caught  in  the  winter  would  go  the  further.  At  the  same  time 
those  sent  to  Noi'folk  Island  would  have  resources  in  the. great 
abundance  of  vegetables  raised  there,  and  in  fish  and  birds,  which 
this  settlement  could  not  afford  them ;  and  it  was  my  intention 
to  have  sent  more  convicts  to  that  island  if  there  had  not  been 
this  necessity,  but  I  wished  first  to  know  the  intentions  of 
Government  respecting  this  settlement. 

The  provisions  sent,  with  what  was  on  the  island,  and  the  wheat 
and  Indian  corn  raised  there  moi'e  than  would  be  necessary  for 
seed,  was  calculated  to  last  full  as  long  as  the  provisions  in  this 
place;  and  at  Norfolk  Island,  from  the  richness  of  the  soil,  a  man  Productive 
may  support  himself  with  little  assistance  from  the  store  after  the  '^*"'' 
timljer  is  clear'd  away. 

The  numbers  at  Norfolk  Island,  including  those  now  sent,  are  strength  of 
-Civil,  military,  and  free  people,  ninety ;  male  convicts,  one  settleinent.s 
hundred  and  ninety-one ;  female  convicts,  one  hundred ;  and 
childi'f-n,  thirty-seven.  Thei-e  I'emain  at  this  settlement — Civil 
and  uiilitaiy,  one  hundred  and  foi-ty-one  ;  women  and  children, 
^ixty ;  male  convicts,  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven;  female  con- 
victs, seventy;  and  children,  twenty -three. 

The  Sirius  was  to  have  proceeded  from  Norfolk  Island  to 
'  'anton  or  Batavia  for  provisions  for  the  colony ;  but  Capt. 
Hunter  informed  me  that  the  number  of  people  embarked,  with 
the  stores  and  provisions,  did  not  leave  room  for  the  water  and 
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wood  necessary  for  the  voyage.  I  therefore  thought  it  better  for 
the  Sirius  to  return  to  this  port  than  to  lose  time  in  the  passage 
by  stopping  to  wood  and  water  at  any  of  the  islands,  for  there 
was  still  a  probability  of  ships  arriving  in  the  course  of  another 
month,  in  which  case  the  voyage  would  be  no  longer  necessary. 

The  settlement  had  been  at  two-thirds  of  the  established 
rations  from  the  1st  of  November,  and  it  was  now  reduced  to 
something  less  than  half  a  ration ;  consequently  little  labour 
could  be  expected  from  the  convicts,  and  they  are  only  employed 
for  the  public  in  the  mornings,  leaving  the  afternoons  to  attend 
to  their  gardens. 

As  I  wished  to  send  an  officer  to  England  who  could  give  such 
information  as  cannot  be  conveyed  by  letters,  and  the  detachment 
was  now  divided,  I  replaced  the  officer  who  was  supei'intendent 
and  commandant  at  Norfolk  Island  by  Major  Ross.  The  officer 
I  have  recalled*  having  been  two  years  on  the  island  is  very 
capable  of  pointing  out  the  advantages  which  may  be  expected 
from  it,  and  I  think  it-  promises  very  fully  the  end  proposed  by 
making  the  settlement.  It  will  be  a  place  of  security  for  the 
convicts,  where  they  will  soon  support  themselves,  and  where  they 
may  be  advantageously  employed  in  cultivating  the  flax-plant. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordship  that  the  Sirius 
and  Supj^ly  sailed  the  6th  of  March.  The  Supply  returned  to  this 
port  the  5th  of  April,  when  I  received  the  following  account  from 
Captain  Hunterf  respecting  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius. 
That  he  made  Nox'folk  Island  the  13th,  and  the  next  day  landed 
all  the  people,  wlien  bad  weather  coming  on  no  provisions  could 
be  landed  till  the  19th,  when  the  weather  was  very  fine,  and  the 
Sirius  was  brought  to  in  the  bay,  and  the  boats  were  employed 
landing  of  provisions,  when,  finding  the  ship  dropping  fast  to  lee- 
ward, he  made  sail  to  get  out  of  the  bay,  but  the  wind  shifting 
they  could  not  cleai"  the  I'eef,  and  the  ship  having  missed  stays, 
tho'.the  anchors  were  let  go  and  everything  done  that  was  possible, 
she  struck,  and  was  lost  on  the  reef.  All  the  people  were  safely 
landed,  and  Captain  Hunter  had  hopes  of  getting  some  of  the  pro- 
visions on  shore,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  heai'ing  from  the 
officer  who  commands  the  Supply,  and  from  the  officers  who  have 
arrived  in  that  vessell,  that  when  they  left  the  island  the  weather 
was  such  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  all,  or  the  greatest 
part,  of  the  provisions  and  stores  would  be  saved ;  in  which  case, 
by  the  best  accounts  I  can  get,  ihej  will  have  seven  months'  pro- 
visions at  two-thirds  of  the  established  ration ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  some  of  the  officers  have  lost  most  of  their  effects. 

*  Lieutenant  Kinjf.  King-  was  recalleil  liy  Phillip  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  England 
with  despatches.  After  doing  this  service,  he  returned  to  Norfolk  Island  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  November,  1791. 

1  John  Hunter,  second  captain  of  the  Sirius,  Phillip  being  first  in  command  ;  ante,  p.  37; 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  17Uo-lS00. 
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Captain  Hunter,  with  the  ship's  company  (except  those  wlio       1790 
came   round  in  the   Supply),  must  continue  on  the  ishind  till  a    ii  Apiii. 
ship  can  be  sent  to  bring  them  off,  but  their  situation  with  respect 
to  provisions  is  better  than  it  would  be  in  this  settlement. 

Major  Ross  informs  me  that  on  the  loss  of  the  Sirius  he  had  put 
the  island  under  martial  law,*  and  which  I  have  directed  him  to  Martial 
continue  wdiile  he  thinks  it  necessary.   That  it  was  will  be  evident  '^^^• 
from  two  of  the  convicts  having  set  the  ship  on  fire  when  sent  on 
board  to  save  some  live  stock  after  the  ship's  company  had  Vjeen 
lauded  ;  the  tire  was  very  fortunately  soon  extinguished. 

It  was  now  necessary  to  reduce  the  ration  to  two  pounds  and  t'^ood  scarce 
a  half  of  flour,  two  poundtj  of  pork,  and  two  pounds  of  i-ice, '^  '.Mney. 
for  seven  people  for  the  day.  At  this  ration,  which  is  served  to 
every  one  without  distinction,  the  flour  will  last  till  the  middle  of 
November,  the  pork  till  the  end  of  July,  and  the  rice  till  the  first 
week  in  September.  Most  labour  is  now  laid  aside,  all  the  boats 
are  employed  in  fishing,  and  what  is  caught  goes  to  the  public 
store,  where  it  is  served  in  lieu  of  pork  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  we  shall  support  ourselves  till  the  Supply  returns,  if  no  ships 
arrive  before  that  time. 

The  Supply  will  be  ready  to  sail  for  Batavia  in  a  few  days,  in  Sending  for 
order  to  procure  what  flour  that  vessell  can  stow,  and  one  of  the  ^°"''' 
lieutenants  of  the  Sirius  is  to  be  left  to  follow  in  any  ship  that  can 
be  hired,  to  bring  provisions  to  the  colony.      The  Supply  will  call 
at  Norfolk  Island,  as  she  goes  to  the  northward,  if  the  winds 
permit  it  without  any  great  loss  of  time. 

I  have  ordered  the  Supply  to  Batavia,  as  I  do  not  think  that  The  Supply. 
vessell  in  a  condition  to  attempt  a  winter's  passage  round  the  South 
Cape. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordship  for  any  particulars  not  men-  King  eom- 
tioned  in  my  letters  to  Lieutenant  King,  the  oflicer  I  superseded  "'^"'^'^''• 
by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  from  his  great  merit  in  his 
perseverance  and  good  conduct  while  he  commanded  at  Norfolk 
Island,  as  well  as  from  his  known  merit  in  his  corps  as  the  officer, 
I  recommend  him  with  confidence  to  your  Lordship's  favour  and 
protection.  I  have,  itc, 

A.  Phillip. 

GovERXOH  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepeax.I 
Dear  Nepean,  Sydney  Cove,  April  13,  1790.  i:i  April. 

Lieutenant  King  will  give  you  this  letter,  and  can  inform 
you  particularly  of  the  situation  in  which  he  leaves  us. 

Two  years'  good  conduct  and    perseverance,  exei-ted   for   the  Kinj^'s 
public  good,  will,  I  hope,  give  him  a  step  in  the  Navy;  and  jf ''""*^^*'- 
ever  you  want  to  employ  an  officer  where  patience  and  exemplary 
conduct  is  requi.site  you  will  thank  me  for  pointing  him  out.      I 
know  his  merit,  and  recommend  him  to  your  support.      You  will, 

*  See  Ross's  despatch.     Ante,  p.  319.  t    A  )irivate  letter. 
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1790       I  hope,  give  him  every  assistance  in  your  power,  and  with  which, 
13  April,    ^i"^*^^  Lord  Sydney's  countenance  and  protection,  I  make  no  doubt 
but  that  he  will  get  the  rank  he  has  well  earned. 

I  have  few  moments  for  private  letters,  as  the  Supply  will  be 
ready  for  sea  on  Thursday.  This  is  Monday,  aiid  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  her. 

You  know  where  every  good  wish  is  due.  Make  them  acceptable, 
and  believe  me,  dear  Nepean, —  Yours,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 

Dear  Nepean,  Sydney  Cove,  April  13,  1790. 

The    Commissary  t   who  was   appointed   for   this    colony 

through  your  friendship  has  acted  so  unlike  the  Commissaiy  that 

he  has  lost  his  health,   and  in  three  yeai'S  has  never  made  three 

The  shillings.     In  truth,  my  friend,  he  is  obliged  to  resign  his  charge, 

i-esio-iis.^  '^^^  foi'  the  warmth  of  this  climate  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  faculty, 

irrecoverably  destroyed  his  constitution ;  and  I  warmly  i-ecommend 

him  to  your  interest  with  Lord  Sydney  for  some  stipend,  however 

small.     He  has  for  three  years  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in 

him  with  the  strictest  honor  and  no  profit,  for  you  know  his  pay 

was  only    ten    shillings    a    day.      His  conduct  has  meritted  the 

character  I  have  given  of  him,  and  if  he  lives  to  reach  England  I 

hope   he   will  meet  with  your  countenance,   which  will  add  to 

obligations  I  owe  you. 

That  health  and  pleasure  may  long  attend  you  is  the  wish  of, — ■ 

Yours,  <kc., 
A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney. 
14  April.         My  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  April  14th,  1790. 

While  I  have  the  honor  of  assuring  your  Lordship  that  I 
retain  a  just  sense  of  past  favors,  permit  me  to  lay  myself  under 
fresh  obligations. 
i>ieut.  The  officer  charged  with  my  despatches  to  your  Lordship  has 

conducted  himself  with  so  much  propriety  and  exerted  himself 
during  the  two  years  he  commanded  at  Norfolk  Island  in  such  a 
manner  that  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will 
procure  him  the  rank  of  master  and  commander  in  the  Navy. 
The  Com-  And  the  Commissary  of  this  settlement  beino-  obliged  to  resign 

his  charge  and  return  to  En<;land  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of 
health,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  faculty,  never  will  l)e  re- 
established, I  as  earnestly  request  your  Lordship  to  recommend 

*  A  private  letter. 

t  Andrew  Miller,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions.  Died  at  sea  on  tlje  voyage  from 
Batavia  to  England  with  Lieutenant  King,  August,  1790.  He  was  succesded  by  Mr.  John 
Palmer. 


King. 


missar\'. 
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liiiu  to  his  Majesty's  bounty,  n-ncl  which  I  hope  his  loss  of  health       ^790 
ami  the  strict  honor  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  trust  reposed     14  April, 
in  him  will  be  thought  to  merit. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  asking  two  favors  in  one  letter ;  but  I  know 
Lord  Sydney  to  he  ever  ready  to  reward  merit,  and  I  hope  he 
knows  me  too  well  to  believe  I  ever  would  recommend  those  I  was 
not  confident  were  deserving  of  his  protection. 

I  have,  &c., 
•  A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Sydney.* 

My  Lord,  Sydney  Cove,  April  15th,  1790.         is  April. 

Tho'  I  seldom  have  an  opportunity  of  assuring  your  Lord- 
ship of  my  respect,  when  it  offers  I  embrace  it  with  pleasure. 
The  officer  charged  with  my  despatches  can  give  every  informa-  Lieutenant 
tion  which  may  be  desired  respecting  this  settlement,  and  as  the  '"°' 
Supply  is  now  ready  to  sail,  I  have  only  time  to  say  that  I  hope 
a  continuance  of  that  friendship  with  which  Lord  Sydney  has 
honoured  me,  and  that  my  respects  and  every  good  wish  may  be 
made  acceptable  to  Lady  Sydney  and  family. 

As  the  settlement  is  now  fixed,  whenever  his  Majesty's  service 
permits,   I  shall  be  glad   to  return  to   England,   where  I  have  Phillip  asks 
reason   to   suppose   my   private    affairs   may   make   my   presence  *°'''^^^'<^- 
necessary  ;  but  which  I  do  not  ask  in  any  publick  letters,   nor 
.should  I  mention  a  desire  of  leaving  this  country  at  this  moment 
but  that  more  than  a  year  must  pass  before  it  can  possibly  take 
place,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  every  inconveniency  now  felt 
in  tills  colony  will  be  done  away  before  this  letter  reaches  your 
Lordship.     I  am  sorry  to  say  that  nine-tenths  of  us  merit  every  Adeseivins 
nttle  inconveniency  we  now  teel. 

A  pair  of  pidgeons,  for  Lady  Chatham,  will,  I  hope,  live  to  be 
accepted.  I  have,  ttc, 

A.  Phillip. 

OovERNOR  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Dear  Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  15th  April,  1790. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  necessary  instructions  may  be 
sent  out  respecting  those  convicts  who  say  their  terms  of  trans- 
portation are  expired,!  of  which  we  already  have  a  great  number, 
very  few  of  whom  are  desirious  of  l>ecoming  settlers  in  this 
country.  I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

*  a  i>rivate  letter.     Vide  Phillip  to  Nepean.    Post,  p.  330. 

t  A  threat  deal  of  trouble  was  caused  by  the  omission  of  the  Home  Department  to  send 
out  lists  showing  the  names  of  the  convicts,  and  their  terms  of  transportation.  Many 
(u-iniinals  whose  sentences  had  exi)ired  were  treated  in  Phillip's  time  as  com  icts,  because 
there  was  no  evidence  to  siijiport  their  claim  to  be  released. 
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GovERjrou  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepeax.* 

Dear  Nepean,  Sydney  Cove,  April  15th,  1790. 

The  Supply  will  sail  immediately,  and  the  necessity  of 
sending  to  Batavia  for  provisions  will  I  presume  be  obviovis ;  I 
do  it  more  from  being  j^ersuaded  that  some  accident  must  have 
prevented  the  ships  arriving.! 

In  a  private  letter  to  Lord  Sydney  I  have  exprest  a  wish  to 
have  leave  to  return  to  England,  when  the  service  permits,  a 
request  I  should  not  have  made  at  this  moment  but  that  the 
inconveniencies  under  which  the  colony  now  labours  will  be 
done  away  long  before  my  letters  can  reach  England,  and  more 
than  a  year  must  pass  before  I  can  have  any  answer.  Mrs. 
Phillip  was  supposed  to  be  dying  when  I  left  England,  and  who- 
ever the  estate  goes  to  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  the 
payment  of  two  annuities  for  which  I  gave  security,  and  for 
which  it  is  probable  no  provision  will  be  made.  /  should  have 
no  objection  to  rttur^t  here,  but  some  little  change  would,  I  hope, 
lie  thought  necessary — I  mean  respecting  myself  ;  but  how  far 
that  may  be  practicable  you  can  judge.  You  may  mention  it  to 
Lord  Sydney,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  and  whatever  he  determines 
I  should  think  best ;  but  to  come  to  England  for  a  twelve  month 
is  what  I  wish,  for  many  reasons. 

You  will  say  that  my  letters  are  short,  but  I  have  few  moments 
for  private  letters. 

Dismal  accounts  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  be  sent  to  England, 
but  we  shall  not  starve,  though  seven-eighth  of  the  colony 
deserves  nothing  belter ;  the  present  want  will  be  done  away  by 
the  first  ship  that  arrives.  Health  and  happiness  attend  you  ; 
say  the  same  to  Mrs.  Nepean  and  to  your  brother,§  and  believe 
yours,  (kc, — ■  A.  Phillip. 


15  April. 


Supplies 

from 

Batavia. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 
Dear  Sir,  April  15th,  1790. 

I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  orders  given  to  the  officer 
who  commands  the  Supply  [Lieut.  Ball]  for  his  proceeding  to 
Batavia,  in  which  I  have  only  directed  the  procuring  six  months' 
provisions  for  the  settlement,  more  than  what  the  Supply  will 
bring,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  ships  from  England  will 
arrive  before  the  time  expires  for  which  that  quantity  of  pro- 
visions will  last.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

*  a  private  letter. 

+  The  warship  Guardian  and  the  trans])ort  Lady  Juliana.  The  Lady  Juliana  arrived 
3rd  June.  The  Guardian  struck  an  iceberg,  and  was  taken  with  difficulty  to  the  Cape,  where 
she  was  abandoned. 

§  Captain  Nicholas  Nepean,  who  afterwards  went  to  Sydney  with  the  first  detachment 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 
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Governor  Puillip  to  Under  Secretary  Xepean.  1790 

Government  House,  Svdney  Cove, 

Dear  Sir,  April  16th,  1790.         ^^^P"'- 

The  inclosed  account*  will  shew  the  provisions  remaining  stock  atid 
in  the  settlement,  and  the  time  for  which  the  different  species  will  P''°"'''*"'"*- 
last.     Some  pork  will  be  saved  by  the  fish,  but  no  deduction  has 
been  made  for  the  loss  on  every  cask,  and  which  amounts  to  some 
pounds.     I  suppose  that  the  pork  may  last  until  the  first  week  in 
September. 

Although  the  live  stock  in  the  settlement  is  very  inconsider-  Live  stock, 
able,  I  was  desirous  of  what  there  is  being  given  up  for  the 
publick,  but  the- general  opinion  was  that  the  hogs  (which  are  the 
principal  part  of  our  live  stock)  were,  most  of  them,  so  poor  that 
those  wliich  would  be  found  fit  to  kill  would  not  be  an  object ; 
the  Commissary  has  purchased  some,  which  have  been  served  to 
the  people. 

When  the  pork  is  expended  we  shall  be  able  to  make  some 
addition  to  the  present  ration  of  flour,  and  as  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  get  the  ground  in  order  to  sow  all  our  seed  wheat  (that  is,  all 
we  have  raised),  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  will  be 
sei-ved  to  the  people,  when  the  rice  is  expended ;  so  that  we  shall 
make  the  provisions  last  untill  the  Supply  returns,  although  no  ship  Econonn-. 
from  England  should  arrive ;  and  I  have  observed  in  a  former  letter 
that  they  will  be  less  pressed  for  provisions  at  Norfolk  Island. 

The  provisions  set  apart  for  the  people  belonging  to  the  Supply, 
and  to  victual  that  vessel  in  the  spring,  if  it  should  be  then  found 
necessary  to  send  her  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  being  no  longer 
requisite  for  that  purpose,  have  given  to  the  settlement  more  pro-  ^^°^'^  ^^'^ 
visions  than  were  calculated  when  the  Sirius  sailed.  expected. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  be  thus  particular  as  to  the  real 
state  of  the  provisions  in  the  settlement,  as  I  think  it  probable 
that  report  may  make  our  situation  more  unpleasant  than  it 
really  is.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Mr.  Thos.  Freeman  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
Sir,  New  South  Wales,  April  16th,  1790. 

On  account  of  the  unfortunate  loss  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Sirius  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  from  the  melancholy  prospects  and 
situation  of  this  colony.  Governor  Phillip  is  under  the  necessity 
of  dispatching  his  Majesty's  armed  brig  Supply  to  Batavia,  by 
which  opi)ortunitv  I  have  the  honor  of  acquainting  vou  I  am  well,  ^^" 
and  that  his  ±>xcellency  desires  me  to  say  he  is  in  hopes  by  this  oiiicer. 
time  that  some  appointment  is  fixed  on  for  me  from  my  first 
landing.  I  am  at  present  under  Mr.  Palmer,  late  purser  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  appointed  Commissary  (until  his  Majesty's 

*  The  retuins  are  not  recorded. 
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resigns 


on 


pleasure  is  known)  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Miller,  who 
account  of  his  poor  state  of  health,  and  comes  home  by  way  of 
Batavia  with  Lieutenant  King,  who  is  charged  with  his  Excel- 
lency's dispatches.  I  shall  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  a  recital 
of  [my]  miserable  and  distressed  situation,  wanting  every  neces- 
sary, and,  from  having  no  appointment,  deprived  of  procuring  a 
single  230und  of  sugar.  _  I  have,  &c., 

Tiios.  Freeman. 


ITAinll 


Norfolk 
Island. 


The  S^irius 
lost. 


Distress  and 
misery. 


A 

miserable 

existence. 


Chief-8urgeon  White  to  Mr.  Skill.  (Banks  Papers.)* 

Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
Dear  Sir,  New  South  Wales,  April  17,  1790. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  and  Supply,  tender,  sailed  from 
hence  the  6th  of  March  last,  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  half 
the  marines,  and  about  two  hundred  convicts,  for  Norfolk  Island, 
and  landed  them  safe  the  16th.  This  division  of  our  uuml:»ers 
the  Governor  thought  necessary  on  account  of  the  low  state  of 
our  provisions.  The  ships  stood  off  and  on  until  the  19th,  before 
an  opportunity  of  landing  the  provisions  and  stores  offered  ; 
then  the  Sirius  stood  in  as  close  as  possible  to  hasten  and  facili- 
tate getting  the  things  through  a  heavy  surf,  which  continually 
rolls  in  on  the  beach,  but  by  a  current  or  some  other  unforeseen 
cause  she  was  driven  on  a  reef  of  hidden  rocks  and  irrecoverably 
lost.  The  ship's  bow  is  in  a  position  which  will  ]3i'obal)ly  make 
her  hold  t(_igether  until  everything  is  got  ashore,  where  all  the 
officers  and  men  are  safe,  with  a  greater  store  of  provisions  than 
we  have  here.  Had  the  Sirius  arrived  safe,  she  was  immediately 
to  have  gone  tf»  China  for  some  relief  for  us,  and  on  her  dispatch 
all  depended  ;  but,  alas  !  that  hope  is  no  more,  and  a  new  scene 
of  distress  and  misery  opens  to  our  view.  When  the  Supply 
arrived  with  the  melancholy  tidings  the  Governor  called  all  the 
officers  together  to  consult  and  deliberate  on  what  was  best 
to  be  done  in  our  present  distracted  and  deplorable  situation. 
He  laid  before  us  the  state  of  the  provision  store,  which  con- 
tained only  four  months'  flour  and  three  of  pork  at  half-allow- 
ance, which  has  l^een  our  station  for  some  time  j^ast,  every  other 
species  of  provision  being  long  since  expended.  We,  therefore, 
determined  on  the  necessity  of  reducing  our  half-allowance  of 
those  two  articles  to  such  a  proportion  as  will  enable  us  to 
drag  out  a  miserable  existence  for  seven  months.  Should  we 
have  no  arrivals  in  that  time  the  game  will  be  up  with  us,  for 
all  the  grain  of  every  kind  which  we  have  been  able  to  raise  in 
two  years  and  three  months  would  not  support  us  three  weeks, 
which  is  a  very  strong  instance  of  the  ingratitude  and  extreme 

t  This  letter  was  published  in  the  Piihlic  .^dyerWser  (London)  on  the  31st  December, 
1790,  as  from  "  Mr.  White,  Surg-eon-Gcneral  at  Botany  Bay."  It  bore  no  signature,  but  was 
addressed,  accordin<f  to  a  memo,  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  to  "Mr.  Skill,  dealer  in  hams, 
tongues,  salt  salmon,  &c.,  in  the  Strand." 
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poverty  of  the  soil  and  country  at  large,  though  great  exertions       ^''^^ 
liave  been  made.     Much   cannot  now  be  done,  limited  in  food     iv  April. 
and  reduced  as  the  people  are,  who  have  not   had  one  ounce  of 
fresh  animal  food  since  first  in  the  country ;  a  country  and  place 
so  forbidding  and  so  hateful  as   only  to  merit  execration    and  The  country 
curses,  for  it  has  been  a  source  of  expence  to  the  mother  country  '^*'"'^'""®  • 
and  of  e^•iI   and  misfortune  to  us,  without  there  ever  being  the 
smallest  likelihood  of  its  repaying  or  recompencing  either.     From 
what  we  have  already  seen  we  may  conclude  that  there  is  not  a 
single  article  in  the  whole  country  that  in  the  nature  of  things 
could   prove  of  the  smallest  use   or   advantage  to  the  mother 
country  or  the  commercial  woi"ld.      In  the  name  of  heaven,  what 
has    the    Ministry    been    about  1     Surely    they    have   quite   for- 
gotten  or    neglected    us,   otherwise   they   would    have    sent   to  The  settie- 
see  what  had  become  of  us,  and  to  know  how  we   were  likely  for"otten 
to  succeed.      However,  they  must  soon  know  from  the  heavy  bills 
which  will  be  pi'esented  to  them,  and  the  misfortunes  and  losses 
which  have  already  happened  to  us,  how  necessary  it  becomes  to 
relinquish  a  scheme  that  in  the  nature  of  things  can  never  answer. 
It  would  be  wise  by  the  first  steps  to  withdraw  the  settlement.  Removal 
at  least  such  as  are  living,  or  remove  them  to  some  other  place  ;  '^''™'=^''ed. 
this  is  so  much  out  of  the  world  and   tract  of  commerce   that  it 
could  never  answer.     How  a  business  of  this  kind  (the  expence 
of  which  must  be  great)  could  first  be  thought  of  without  sending 
to  examine  the  country,  as  was  Captain  Thompson's  €(.rrand  to 
the  coast  of  Africa,  is  to  every  person  here  a  matter  of  great 
surprise.     Mons.  Peyrouse  and  Clanard,  the  French  circumnavi- 
gators,  as  well  as  us,   have  been,  very  much   surprized  at   Mr. 
Cook's  description  of  Botanv  Bav :  the  wood  is  bad,  the  soil  lisht.  Explorers' 
poor,  and  sandy,  nor  has  it  anything  to  recounnend  it.      Accurate  ^'^^''"°'^*- 
observers  have  surveyed  the  country  Avithout  being  able  to  see  any- 
thing like  the  meadow  land  that  Mi'.  Cook  and  others  mention ; 
the  Frenchmen  declare  the  same,  and  that  in  the  whole  course  of 
their  voyage  they  never  saw  a  place  half  so  unpromising  for  a 
settlement  as  this.     They  laid  at  Botany  Bay  eight  weeks  just 
after  our  arrival  in  the  country  repaiiing  some  damages  which 
the  Boussole  and  Astrolabe,  under  their  command,  received  while 
at  the  Navigators  Islands. 

Befoi'o  they  came  to  Botany  Bay  they  had  been  at  Noi-folk  N'"i-foik 
Island,  but  could  neither  anchor  nor  land  ;  thev  made   an   olxser- 
vation  with  respect  to  it  (which  from  its  singularity,  propriety, 
and  force,  I  cannot  suppress) — that  it  was  only  a  phice  fit  for 
angels  and  eagles  to  reside  in.  Tlie  Sui)p]y,  tender,  sails  to-morrow  Ansois  and 
for  Batavia,  in  hopes  the  Dutch  may  be  aljle  to  send  in  time  to  *^''*='*^*- 
save  us ;  should  any  accident  happen  to  her.  Lord  have  mercy  on 
us  !     She  is  a  small  vessel  to  perform  so  long  and  unexplored  a 
voyage,  but  we  rely  much  on  the  abilities  and  active  attention  of 


334 


HISTORICAL 


OF    XEW   SOrXH   WALES. 


1790 

17  April. 


Sendiny 
help. 


for 


Lieutenant  Ball,  who  commands  her.  2d.  Lieutenant  Kins:,  of 
the  Sirius,  takes  his  passage  in  her  to  Batavia,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (in  his  way  to  Euroj^e),  where  he  has 
orders  to  charter  a  ship  and  send  her  to  us  immediately,  should 
no  other  ships  have  passed  that  place  in  their  way  here. 

Whatever  may  be  my  fate  and  that  of  my  fellow-sufferers,  God 
bless  you  all  in  England,  prays  your  faithful  and  sincere,  etc.,  &e. 


Guardian. 


Lieutenant  Shapcote*  to  The  Commissioners  of  The  Navy. 
Neptune,  in  False  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
24  April.         Honourable  Sirs,  24  April,  1790. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  I  had  just  time  to  acquaint  your 
honours  with  my  arrival  here  on  the  13th  instant  with  the  ships 
Second  fleet,  named  in  the  marginf  on  the  16th  instant  by  a  vessel  bound  to 
Holland  that  was  on  the  point  of  sailing. 

I  have  further  to  acquaint  you  I  met  nothing  material  on  the 
passage. 

On  my  arrival  at  Cape  Town  from  this  place  to  wait  on  the 
Governor  I  found  his  Majesty's  ship  Guardian  hauled  on  shore, 
rendered  unfit  for  further  service,  as  reported. 

Immediately  waited  on  Lieutenant  Riou,  who  commands  her, 
and  tendered  him  every  assistance  in  my  power,  to  which  he  gave 
no  answer. 

Copys  of  letter  with  his  order  to  me  I  enclose  for  your  honours' 
information,  and  hope  my  conduct  therein  will  meet  your  appro- 
bation. He  never  communicated  to  me  what  stores  were  saved, 
or  how  the  accident  happened  to  the  ship,  further  than  he  had  run 
foul  of  an  island  of  ice  in  44°  30'  south. 

The  soldiers  and  convicts,  to  a  very  large  number,  are  exceeding 
ill  with  the  scurvy,  and  as  our  stay  here  will  be  short,  I  have,  in 
consequence  of  representations  from  the  surgeon's  mate  of  the 
troops  and  the  different  surgeons  of  the  ships,  ordered  the  masters 
to  issue  to  them  fresh  meat  every  day,  with  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  vegetables,  which  I  hope  likewise  will  meet  your  honours'  appro- 
bation. The  surgeon's  opinion  T  herewith  transmit,  likewise  the 
Mortality,     number  of  convicts  that  have  died|  since  our  leaving  England. 

The  masters  of  three  ships  reported  to  me  on  the  21st  instant 
that  they  were  watered  and  ready  for  sea.  I  haA^e  given  them 
orders  to  remain  here,  in  hopes  of  the  six  hundred  tierces  and 
barrels  of  provisions  coming  by  the  28th  instant  from  Lieutenant 
Riou  for  the  use  of  the  colony. 

*  Naval  agent,  in  charge  of  transports.  He  died  on  board  the  Neptune  on  the  voyage 
from  the  Cape  to  Port  Jackson. 

t  Neptune,  Surprize,  Scarborough. 

t  Nute  in  ;V/5'.— Died  in  the  Neptune,  forty-five  males,  one  female  ;  died  in  the  Surprize, 
eight  males  ;  died  in  the  Scarborough,  fifteen  males. 


Her  loss. 


Scurvy. 
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These  orders  I  have  given  to  the  l)est  of  my  judgment  for  his       1790 
INIajesty's  service,  which  1  hope  will  not  be  deemed  an  error  in  me.     24  April. 

1  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Justinian.  I  am  informed  the  Lady 
Juliana  left  Table  Bay  some  time  in  March.     I  am,  &e., 

John  Shapcote. 

Norfolk  Island. — Proclamation. 
By  his  Honour  the  Lieut. -Governor  and  Council.*  May. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Lieut. -Governor  and  Council  held  to  con- 
sider of  the  very  exhausted  state  of  the  provision  in  this  settle-  Scarcity  of 
inent,  and  to  consult  upon  what  measures  are  most  proper  to  be  *"°"^- 
pursued  in  oi'der  to  preser-ve  life  until  such  time  as  we  might  be 
relieved  by  some  arrival  from  England,  of  which  we  have  been 
so  long  m  expectation,  but  probably  disappointed  by  some  unfor- 
tunate accident  haWng  happened  to  the  ships  intended  for  this 
country  : 

The  state  of  the  provision  having  been  laid  before  the  Council, 
and  the  alarming  situation  of  the  settlement  having  been  taken 
into  the  most  serious  consideration,  the  following  ration  of  pro-  short 
visions  was  unanimously  resolved  and  ordered  to  take  place  on  ration- 
Saturday,  the  15th  inst.t  (viz.)  : — ■ 

Ration  for  each  person  per  week — 

Flour.  .    Beef       or       Pork.  Rice. 

3  1b.  lUb.  17  oz.  lib. 

Children  above  twelve  months  old  half  the  above  ration,  and 
children  under  the  age  one  pound  and  a  half  of  flour  and  one 
pound  of  rice  per  week. 

In  future   all  crimes  which  may  be  considered  by  any  three 
members  of  the   Council   as   not  capital  will  be  punished  by  a  p„„ish- 
reduction  of  the  present  allowance,  at  their  discretion.  ""^"'- 

Robert  Ross,  &c. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Lieutenant  Kent. 
Sir,  Uth  May,  1790.         14  May. 

Having  communicate  J  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y 
your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  informing  them  that  the  ship  in  which 
you  had  leave  to  go  as  master  on  a  voyage  to  Lisbon  and  Oporto 
is  upon  the  point  of  sailing,  but  that,  as  you  are  desirous  of  serving  Lieutenant 
in  the  Navy,  you  intend  to  remain  at  Leith  until  you  know  whether  '^®"'- 
or  not  your  services  may  be  required,  I  am,  in  return,  commanded 
by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  they  will  appoint  you  to  one 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  as  soon  as  they  learn  from  you  that  you 
have  delivered  up  the  charge  of  the  merchant  ship  and  are  ready 
to  serve.     I  am,  «fec.,  P.S.J 

*  This  proclamation  is  undated,  but  it  was  evidently  made  in  the  month  of  May,  1790. 

t  15th  May. 

{  Philip  Stephens.  This  letter,  and  others  which  follow,  were  copied  from  the  Secretary's 
Common  Letter-book  at  the  Admiralty.  Only  the  initials  of  the  name  appear  in  the  letter- 
book. 
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Lieutenant  Riou  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
His  Majesty's  ship  Guardian, 

Sir,  Table  Bay,  20  May,  1790. 

When  I  last  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  I  had  resolved 
to  proceed  with  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  (so  soon  as 
she  could  be  cleared  of  the  stores  and  provisions)  to  Saldanha  Bay, 
where  she  might  lay  in  safety,  to  be  hove  down,  and  if  possible  be 
so  repaired  as  to  proceed  to  sea. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I  made  all  necessary  prepar- 
ations for  getting  her  under  sail ;  and  as  I  had  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  could  a  contrivance  be  made  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
leak  abaft  that  the  ship  would  not  only  be  in  a  condition  to  pro- 
ceed to  Saldanha  Bay  in  safety,  but  that  there  would  be  no  longer 
any  necessity  for  supei'numeraries  at  the  pumps,  which  were 
employed  at  very  great  expence,  I  therefore  caused  to  be  erected 
in  the  bread-room  a  strong  partition,  tightly  caulked,  and  let  in 
between  the  timbers,  so  as  to  join  very  closely  to  the  outside  plank 
of  the  bottom ;  and  I  was  happy  to  find  that  by  these  means  the 
water  was  effectually  prevented  from  running  forward,  and  that 
the  partition  fully  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 
But  it  likewise  served  to  prove  that  the  leak  was  not  only  abaft. 
The  pumps  a  few  hours  afterwards  required  more  attention  than 
usual,  and  for  which  I  can  only  attribute  that  in  clearing  the  hold 
the  disturbing  of  the  ballast  and  filth,  composed  of  all  sorts  of 
meal  and  grain  collected  together  in  a  solid  body,  gave  vent  to  the 
water  to  make  its  way  faster  into  the  ship,  as  it  was  then  dis- 
covered that  the  water  run  in  fast  from  forward ;  at  the  same 
time,  as  the  ship  was  much  lightened,  we  were  enabled  to  see 
tolerably  well  the  condition  of  her  bottom  forward  and  aft  with- 
out board. 

Finding  my  hope  entirely  frustrated  in  getting  the  ship  under 
weigh  with  any  degree  of  safety,  and  doubting  much  of  the  possi- 
bility of  repairing  so  as  she  might  proceed  to  sea,  I  thought  it 
advisable  to  order  a  survey  to  be  taken  of  the  state  of  her  hvill  by 
the  officers  under  my  command,  and  that  no  assistance  that  could 
possibly  be  obtained  at  this  jjlace  might  be  Avanting,  I  applied  to 
the  Governor  for  the  help  of  such  persons  as  were  the  best  capable 
of  judging  on  the  business.  Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose 
to  you  the  papers  relating  to  the  surveys,*  which  will  as  fully 
inform  their  Lordships  of  the  state  of  the  ship  as  anything  I  can 
say  at  present. 

Convinced  now  that  no  possibility  existed  of  repairing  the  ship, 
nothing  remained  for  me  to  do  but  to  put  an  end  to  the  useless 

*The  report  of  the  master,  boatswain,  and  tarpenter  was  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  put  the  ship  hi  repair.  Two  captains  of  the  ICast  India  Company's  ships  and 
three  carjienters,  who  surveyed  the  \essel  at  the  request  of  the  Go\-ernor  of  the  Cape,  made 
a  similar  report. 
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oxpenee  uf  keeping  her  uHo.it.     I  therefore,  after  having  cleared       l^OO 
her  aiul  taken  out  the  bowsjirit  and  two  remaining  hjwer  masts,      -20  May. 
liauled  her  on  the  ground  in  the  most  secure  part  of  the  bay,  that 
she  might  serve  for  the  habitation  of  the  officers  and  crew ;  but  I  Beached, 
fear  she  will  not  long  continue  such,  as  the  season  is  approaching 
\\hich  will  render  it  impossible  for  anybody  to  remain  on  board.* 

J  lad  I,  therefore,  sir,  no  other  object  to  consider  but  the  present 
situation  of  the  Guardian,  I  should  perhaps  do  well  to  dispose  of 
her  by  public  sale,  and  return  to  England  with  the  remaining 
part  of  the  ship's  company ;  but  the  stores  and  provisions  with 
which  she  was  laden  are  now  lying  at  a  great  expence  in  ware-  Her  stores 
liouses  in  this  town,  and  I  know  not  in  what  manner  to  proceed  ^Zlml°' 
with  them,  as  the  ships  intended  for  Port  Jackson  that  have 
already  arrived  here  have  taken  away  but  a  very  small  proportion 
in  comparison  with  the  whole. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  at  present,  sir,  to  give  you  any  exact 
account  of  what  remains  of  them.     The  salt  provisions,  excepting 
a  few  casks  which  received  damage,  and  thereby  became  putrid, 
are  perfectly  good.      I  may   venture  to  say  that  there  are  also 
about  two  hundred  casks  of  flour  which  are  in  good  condition,  as 
they  were  stowed  on  the  lower  deck.     All  the  bales  and  cases, 
consisting    of    clothes,    linnens,    leather,    and    different    sorts    of 
cloathing,  are  more  or  less  damaged ;  but  such  as  were  not  abso- 
lutely  rotten  have  been  washed  and  taken  care  of.     Almost  all  Loss  of  naval 
the  naval  stores,  excepting  two  cables  for  the  Sirius,  are  j'uined  ^^°'^^^- 
or  have  been  thrown  overboard  at  sea.      A  great  part  of  the  pro- 
visions sent  on  board  by  the  officers  for  victualling  the  Navy,  for 
the  use  of  the  Supply,  tender,  are  saved  and  generally  in  good 
condition.      But   everything   that  was   stowed   under    the  lower 
ileck  is  more  or  less  injured,  as  the  ship  was  frequently  kept  from 
sinking  by  the  assistance  of  floating  on  that  deck,  and  at  times 
I  he  water  in  the  ship  was  above  it.     It  would,  therefore,  be  un- 
necessary for  me  to  acquaint  you,  sir,  that  such  articles  as  rice.  Provisions 
oatmeal,  sugar,  medicines,  and  many  other  tilings  shipped  by  Mr.  *i'°''^- 
Alexander  Davison,  are  perfectly  spoilt  and  useless.     The  iron 
and  steel  sent   on  board  by  that  gentleman  are,   I  presume,  as 
gij(jd  as  ever.     The  carts  and  waggons  were  thrown  overboard  at 
sea,  and  the  artificers'  tools  are  in  difierent  decrees  jifood  and  bad. 
But  the  manner  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  clear  his  Majesty's 
sliip  made  me  resolve  to  cast  away  nothing  that  was  not  aljsolutely 
putrid  or  offensive,  but  to  get  all  on  shore  into  secure  places,  and  a  few  things 
in  tliat  state  every  tiling  remains  at  present.    Little  are  the  remains 
of  the  ship's  furnitui-e,    excepting  the  rigging  belonging  to  the 
inaiiunast,  foremast,  and  bowsprit,   some  blocks,  and  ironwork. 
Anchors  and  cables  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  here. 

'  <  iidcrs  were  shortly  afterwards  given  for  all  on  board  to  go  on  shore  for  the  preservation 
of  Uieir  health. 
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Nothing  is  left  of  the  gunner's  stores  but  twelve  guns,  which 
were  stowed  in  the  main  hatchway,  and  some  shot. 

By  the  Lady  Juliana,  transport,  which  sailed  from  this  bay  on 
the  30th  of  March,  1  sent  seventy-tive  barrels  of  flour  and  one 
pipe  of  TenerifFe  wine  consigned  to  Governor  Phillip.  I  had  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  preserve  the  dispatches  which  I  had  received 
from  the  hands  of  Vice- Admiral  Roddam  for  Govr.  Phillip,  and 
I  delivered  them  to  the  care  of  Lieut.  Thos.  Edgar,  superintend- 
ant  of  the  Lady  Juliana.  In  that  ship  I  also  sent  the  five  sur- 
viving superintendants  of  convicts  which  were  on  board  the 
Guardian. 

The  Neptune,  Surprize,  and  Scarborough  arrived  in  False  Bay 
the  14th  of  April,  and  in  them  I  sent,  under  the  care  of  Lt.  John 
Shapcote,  the  agent,  twenty  convicts,  which  were  all  that  remained 
alive  of  the  twenty-five  that  were  sent  on  board  the  Guardian  at 
Spithead.  1  also  put  on  board  those  ships  four  hundred  tierces 
of  beef  and  two  hundred  tierces  of  pork  ;  and  had  not  a  misunder- 
standing existed  between  Lieutenant  Shapcote  and  myself,  it  is 
my  opinion  I  could  have  sent  many  articles  which  would  not  have 
taken  up  much  stowage  in  the  ships  under  his  direction  that 
would  have  been  very  acceptable  to  his  Majesty's  colony  in  New 
South  Wales.  But  as  that  oflicer  waited  my  orders  for  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  afterwards  persisted  in  his  own  resolution  of  sailing 
from  False  Bay  on  a  certain  day  which  he  determinately  fixed 
upon,  I  lost  no  time  to  endeavour  to  acquiesce  in  his  measures, 
resolving  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  give  all 
possible  assistance  to  the  colony,  fearing  that  it  might  severely 
experience  the  eflfects  of  the  accident  that  has  befel  his  Majesty's 
ship  under  my  command.  The  Neptune,  Surprize,  and  Scar- 
borough sailed  from  False  Bay  on  the  29th  of  April. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  address  you  on  a  subject  which  I  hope 
their  Lordships  will  not  consider  to  be  unworthy  their  notice.  It 
is  to  recommend  as  much  as  is  in  my  power  to  their  Lordships' 
favour  and  interest  the  case  of  the  twenty  convicts  which  my  duty 
compelled  me  to  send  to  Port  Jackson.  But  the  recollection  of 
past  suflerings  reminds  me  of  that  time  when  I  found  it  neces- 
sary to  make  use  of  every  possible  method  to  encourage  the  minds 
of  the  people  under  my  command,  and  at  such  a  time  considering 
how  great  the  diflerence  might  be  between  a  free  man  struggling 
for  life  and  him  who  perhaps  might  consider  death  as  not  much 
superior  to  a  life  of  ignominy  and  disgrace,  I  publicly  declared 
that  not  one  of  them,  so  far  as  depended  on  myself,  should  ever 
be  convicts.  And  I  may  with  undeniable  truth  say  that  had  it 
not  been  for  their  assistance  and  support  the  Guardian  would 
never  have  arrived  to  where  she  is.  Their  conduct  prior  to  the 
melancholy  accident  that  happened  on  the  23rd  of  Deer,  last  was 
always  such  as  may  be  commended,  and  froin  their  first  entrance 
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into  the  ship  at  Spithead  they  ever  assisted  and  did  their  duty  in       1790 
like  manner  as  the  crew.      I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  i-ecommend      20  May. 
them  tu  the  notice  of  Governor  Phillip;  but  I  humbly  hope,  sir, 
their  Lordships  will  consider  the  service  done  by  these  men  as 
meriting  their  Lordships'  favour  and  protection,  and  I  make  no  Reward 
doubt  that  should  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  represent  their  'Reserved, 
cases  in  proper  colours  that  they  will  experience  the  benefit  of 
their  Lordships'  interest.* 

Since  the  last  letter  1  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  one  of  Deaths. 
the  convicts  died,  as  also  Mr.  William  Fairclough,  surgeon's  mate, 
"whose  mind,  I  believe,  was  so  much  affected  by  the  distress  he  had 
been  a  witness  to  that  he  long  lingered  in  a  state  of  insanity. 

Ha^^ng,  sir,  represented  to  you,  for  their  Lordships'  inform- 
ntion,  as  much  as  possible  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my 
command,  as  likewise  the  situation  of  the  stores  and  provisions,  I 
know  not  otherwise  how  to  act  than  wait  their  Lordships'  orders, 
unless  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  should  arrive  here,  and  the  com- 
mander think  proper  to  give  me  directions  for  my  proceedings. 

I  certainly  shall  not  think  of  disposing  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
unless  I  hnd  that  she  is  not  capable  of  remaining  entire  during 
the  heavy  north-west  gales  that  blow  into  this  bay  in  the  winter 
months. 

The  severe  effects  of  a  gale  of  wind  from  that  quarter  has  been  a  heavy 
lately  experienced.  In  the  course  of  two  hours  seven  ships  were  °^^*^' 
stranded  that  had  driven  from  their  anchors.  The  Guardian 
parted  a  new  cable  of  twenty  inches,  tho'  she  was  riding  with 
nothing  but  the  lower  masts  stripped  of  the  rigging;  at  the  same 
time  it  required  the  two  chain  pumps  and  one  of  Cole's  to  keep 
the  leak  from  gaining  upon  her  ! 

1  may  presume,  sir,  that  before  this  time  their  Lordships  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  every  particular  relating  to  the 
Guardian,  prior  to  the  ■25th  of  Deer.,  by  Mr.  Thos.  Clements, 
master,  and  Mr.  Rich.  Farquharson,  purser,  both  of  which 
officers'  charactei's  are  sufficiently  known  by  the  commanders 
they  have  served  under  to  render  anything  1  should  say  to  their 
praise  unnecessary.  After  the  •25th  of  December,  never  being 
able  to  keep  any  regular  journal  of  the  proceedings,  I  have  it  not  ^'o  journal. 
in  my  power  to  give  you  the  particulars  (at  this  instant)  of  the 
transactions  from  that  day  until  my  arrival  in  this  bay.  It  may 
be  sufficient  for  their  Lordships  to  know  that  never  being  able  to 
direct  the  ship  in  any  particular  course,  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  astonishment,  though,  at  the  same  time,  a  proof  of  the 
gracious  effects  of  Divine  Providence,  how  she  could  ever  have  Providence, 
arrived  at  anchorage  in  Table  Bay.  I  have,  &c., 

E.  Riou. 

*  In  consequence  of  this  recommendation,  the  convicts  in  question  wore  pardoned  on 
condition  that  they  remained  aliroad  until  their  sentences  had  expired.  Vide  Orenville'a 
despatch  to  Phillip;  post,  p.  414. 
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^"^^^  Device  for  Seal. 

21  May  ^^t  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  21st  of  May,  1790. 

Present  : — 
The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Ai'chbishop  of  Canterbury. 
Lord  President.  Earl  of  Mount  Edgecumbe. 

Lord  Steward.  Viscount  Sydney. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  Lord  Amherst. 

Earl  of  Dunleigh.  Lord  Mulgrave. 

The  Seci-etary  at  War. 
Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  letter  from  the  Riglit 
Honourable  William  Wyndham  Grenville,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State  to  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council, 
proposing  that  a  device  for  a  Gi'eat  Seal  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  South  Wales  and  islands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  should  be  laid  before  his  Majesty  in  Council,  it  is  ordered 
by  his  Majesty  in  Council  that  the  said  letter,  a  copy  whereof  is 
hereunto  annexed,*  be,  and  it  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Riglit 
Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  appointed  for 
the  consideration  of  all  matters  relating  to  trade  and  foreign 
Device  for  plantations,  who  ai'e  to  consider  of  and  prepare  a  device  for  a 
Great  Seal  proper  to  be  made  use  of  within  the  said  Government 
and  islands,  and  present  the  same  to  his  Majesty  at  this  Board  for 
his  royal  approbation. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  to  S.  W.  Clayton,  Esq.  (Banks  Papers.)! 

In  my  letter  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  January,  which  I 
hope  )'ou  have  received,  I  acquaint  you  of  our  safe  arrival  there 
in  order  to  brinc;  flour  for  the  settlement.  Nothinij  material 
happen'd  till  the  21st  of  Feby.,  when  being  ready  for  sea  sailed 
from  Table  Bay,  and  had  a  very  good  wind  till  we  came  near  the 
south  cape  of  "Van  Dieman's  Land,  when  a  hard  gale  of  wind  came 

Land.  at  soutli,  which  obliged  us  to  bring  to.      The  22nd  of  April,  about 

3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  saw  the  land  on  the  larboard  bow, 
suppos'd  by  us  to  be  the  Mewstonei  of  Van  Dieman's  Land  ]  wore 
ship  and  stretch  ofi"  under  reef  courses  and  ballanced  mizen. 
About  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  land  was  seen  again  on  the 

The  Sirius  in  lee  bow  ;  our  situation  bearan  to  crrow  very  alarming;,  as  not 
an^'ei.        knowing  what  part  of  the  coast  it  was ;  however,  it  was  resolv'd 

*  The  letter  is  not  attached  to  the  Order-in-Council.  The  draught  of  the  seal  was  approved 
4th  Ausust,  1790.     Post,  p.  3S9. 

t  Mr.  Harris  was  one  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  Sirius,  wrecked  at  Norfolk 
Island,  19th  March,  1790.  He  was  sent  with  other  officers  and  a  jiart  of  the  crew  to  Port 
Jackson  in  the  Supply,  the  tender  of  the  Sirius.  The  MS.  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Harris.  The  copy  bears  neither  date  nor  address,  but  the  letter  was  written,  apparently, 
at  Port  Jackson,  in  April  or  May,  1790,  and  at  the  foot  there  are  these  words,  in  Sir  Joseph 
Banks's  handwriting  : — "To  S.  W.  Clayton,  Esq.,  Peckham,  Surrey." 

}  Mewstone  Island,  12  nules  off  the  south  coast  of  Tasmania. 
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to  carry  as  much  sail  as  possiljle  to  endeavour  to  get  off  the  land  ;       1790 
set    close-reefd   main-topsail,    and  finding  we  could  not  weatlier 
this  part  of  land  again,  wore  ship,  ami  set  the  fore-topsail.   About 
9  o'clock  the  looming  of  the  land  was  seen  on  the  beam  ;  however, 
stood  on  with  a  heavy  press  of  sail.      Nothing  could  equal  the 
horror  of  this  night,  being  very  dark  and  dismal,  not  a  star  to  be  A  stormy 
seen,  and  blowing  very  hard,  with  a  great  sea  running,  so  as  to  '""^*- 
carry  away  our  head  and  rail.     About  2  o'clock  land  was  seen 
just  before  the  beam  ;  our  only  remedy  left  was   carrying    sail, 
which  we  did,  and  weather'd  it  about  a  mile   and    a   lialf.      The 
land  we  had  just  pass'd  was  Tasman's    Head,   and  has  several 
dangerous  rocks  off"  it.     The  next  day  saw  the  Maria  Islands,  and 
on  the  Sth  of  May  arrived  at  Port  Jackson.     Upon  examination  Arrival  at 
it  was  found  that  the  ship  could  not  go  to  sea  before  she  had  a  Jackson. 
good  repair,  which  took  up  near  the  whole  year. 

When  this  year  came,  and  finding  no  supplys  from  England,  it 
was  judged  necessary  to  divide  the  settlement,  and  send  jiart  to  Division  of 
Norfolk  Island,  as  everything  grew  much  better   than  at    Port  ^°'''^^^- 
Jackson.      Norfolk  Island  aljounds  with  timber,  and  has  a  very 
rich  clay  soil,  but  the  island  is  surround'd  by  a  reef  of  dangerous 
coral  rocks,  so  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  land,  there  being  only  Difficulty  of 
two  places  practicable — the  one  Sydney  Bay,  where  the  settlement  ^"rfojf  "* 
is,  and  the  other  Cascade  Bay.     The  last  place  the  boat's  stern  island. 
must  be  backed  in,  and  the  people  jump  out  on  a  rock,  and  this 
can  only  be  done  at  half-tide,  the  rock  where  they  land  on  being 
an  island  at  high  water.     At  Sydney  Bay  there  is  a  passage  between 
the   reef   only    wide  enough  for  a  boat  to  go  in,    and   there    is 
generally    such  a  surf   running   that  makes  it  very  dangerous, 
especially  if  the  Avind  is  on  shore. 

March  7th,  having  embark'd  on  board  the  Supply  and  Sirius 
part  of  the  detachment  of  marines,  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor,* 
and  about  120  men  convicts  and  70  womeii,,  with  provision  in 
pro]»ortion,  we  set  sail  from  Port  Jackson,  and  on  the  13th  arrived 
at  Norfolk  Island  ;  employed  till  the  19th  in  standing  off  and  on,  TheSirius 
embraceing  every  opportunity  of  landing  the  people  and  provision,  off  N'o^foik 
^ad  landed  all  the  people  and  light  baggage,  and  wr re  standing  island, 
into  Sydney  Bay,  the  signal  Ijeing  up  for  good  landing,  run  into 
the  bay  and  brouglit  to,  hoisted  out  the  boats  and  began  to  land 
them,  when  the  Supply  hail'd  us  and  desired  us  to  make  sail,  we 
being  too  nigh  in,  and  made  sail  herself  and  instantly  tacked,  and 
with  great  difficulty  weather'd  us.  We  made  all  sail  possible  for 
the  short  time  allow'd,  and,  finding  we  could  not  weather  Point 
Ross,  hove  the  ship  into  stays,  which  she  unfortunately  missed 
instantly  ;  on  the  other  tack  the  wind  leading  in  two  points,  and 
finding  ourselves  near  the  surf,  indeavoured  to  stay  her.  She 
came  round,  and  having  sternway  before  she  could  fill  went  on 
the  reef  in  a  great  surf.     The  mast  was  instantly  cut  away,  and 

*  Major  Ross. 
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in  ten  minutes  the  ship  was  a  pei-fect  wreck.      All  the  bread  and 

such  of  the  dry  provisions  that  was  at  hand,  with  the  timekeeper, 

were  sent  away  in  the  boats,  when  the  surf  riseing  and  the  wreck 

being  alongside  no  more  boats  could  come  to  us.      However,  got  a 

buoy  on  shore  with  some  whale-line,  and  made  a  hawser  fast  to 

the  end,  hove  it   tight,   got  a   hart   as   a   traveller,  and   in  that 

manner  got  all  the  people  on  shore  safe.      Great  number  of  thing.s 

were  thrown  overboard,  and  most  came  on  shore.      It  was  very 

fortunate  for  us  that  the  ship  went  on  shore    in  the  only  place  we 

could  possibly  save  our  lives ;  had  she  gone  where  we  first  missed 

stays  she  would  have  gone  to  pieces  instantly,  but  as  it  is,  if  tine 

weather  comes  on,  we  are  in  hopes  of  getting  most  of  the  provision 

out  of  her.      I  had  forgot  to  mention  that  the  anchor  was  let  go, 

which  had  this  good  effect,  that  it  brought  the  ship's  head  to  the 

surf.      Wlien  the  tide  rose,  Monday,  the  21st,  I  was  ordered  to  go 

on  board  the  Supply  with  part  of  the  officers  and  ship's  company 

for  Port  Jackson.     Thursday,  24th,  we  set  sail,  and  arrived  there 

the  .5th  of  April.      Governor  Phillip  received  us  with  every  mark 

of  tenderness,  and  has  us  all  at  his  house  to  live.      It  was  judged 

absolutely  necessary  to  send  the  Supply  to  Biitavia,  in  order  to 

bring  a  ship  with  provisions,   and  the  colony  is  very  short,  the 

allowance  being  only  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  flour  a  week,  two 

pounds  of  pork,  one  pint  of  pease,  and  one  pint  of  rice.     God  send 

the  fleet  in  soon.  t         itt      tt 

JoHN  Wm.  Harris. 


7  June. 
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Sir  George  Yonge  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  W.O.,  7  June,  1790. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  Major-Gen'l  Picton  that 
Wm.  Jameson,  late  a  soldier  in  the  12th  Reg't  of  Ft.,  who, 
having  been  sentenced  to  death,  was  pardoned  on  the  condition  of 
serving  for  life  in  tRe  corps  under  y'r  C.  [command],  then  actually 
embarked  for  N".  So.  Wales,  has  been  seen  at  large  on  shore,  and 
has  even  appeared  at  the  parade  of  the  12th  Reg't,  in  which  he 
had  committed  a  crime  of  so  heinous  a  nature  as  to  liave  forfeited 
his  life. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  acq'tng  you  that  the 
indulgence  you  have  shown  to  this  man  in  the  face  of  the  oflicer.s 
and  soldiers  of  the  corps,  the  discipline  of  which  he  had  so 
notoriously  violated,  is  inconsistent  with  the  idea  that  must 
naturally  be  suggested  by  the  terms  on  which  H.M.  was  most 
graciously  pleased  to  remit  the  capital  sentence,  and  cannot  but 
be  considered  as  an  insult  to  good  order  and  of  evil  example  to 
the  Army  in  general,  and  to  the  12th  Reg't  in  particular. 

I  am,  &c., 

Geo.  Yoxge. 
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Major  Grose  to  Sir  George  Yonge.  1790 

Sir,  Portsmoutli,  June  9th  1790.  9  Ju"e. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  I  beg  to  .issure  you  Major  Grose 
thathad  I  not  totally  misconceived  the  conditions  of  pardon  granted  ^^r'^'"*- 
to  Wilhn.  Jamieson,  late  corporal  in  the  12th  Regiment,  the  in- 
dulgences complained  of  would  not  have  been  shown  to  him  by  me. 

1  certainly,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  his  own  consti- 
tution, apparently  much  injured  by  confinement,  as  to  prevent 
those  accidents  which  might  happen  in  the  ship  by  diseases  people 
from  close  confinement  are  apt  to  communicate,  did  more  than 
once  trust  him  on  shore  ;  but  before  even  Jamieson  was  permitted 
to  leave  the  ship  I  requested  the  adjutant  of  the  12th  Regiment  to 
caiTy  my  compliments  to  the  commanding  officer  begging  I  might 
be  informed,  as  from  the  circumstances  of  Jamicson's  imprison- 
ment I  felt  it  expedient  for  his  safety,  and  ours,  to  send  him  Reasons 
in  the  fresh  air,  whether  it  would  or  would  not  be  disagreeable  to 
the  otficers  of  the  regiment  to  see  him  on  shoi-e,  being  aware  that 
it  might  not  be  pleasant  to  see  a  man  who  has  been  driven  frcjm 
the  corps  for  so  outrageous  an  ofience  indulged  with  such  liberty. 

1  receiv'd  for  answer  the  compliments  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  12th  Regiment,  sent  by  his  adjutant,  informing  me  that 
it  was  not  disagreeable  to  the  officers  of  that  regiment  to  see  officers 
Jamieson  on  shore.  acquiesce. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  it  will  give  me  the  greatest  uneasiness 
to  meet  your  smallest  disapprobation,  and  wherever  I  on  this 
occasion  have  acted  improperly  has  been  as  undesignedly  as  I 
have  given  the  insult  represented  by  Gen.  Picton  to  the  12th 
Regiment.  With  every  respect,  etc., 

Fran's  Grose,  Major  Com'g. 


Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville.*        hjuho. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  June  14th,  1790. 

I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  informing  me  that  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honor  you  with  the  seals  of  the  Home 
Department. 

I  have,  sir,  great  pleasure  in  congratulating  you  on  that  appoint-  Conjfi-atu- 
ment ;  my  despatches  in  future  shall  be  addressed  accordingly,  and 
I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  great  respect,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 
Sir,  i^ydney,  June  14th,  1790. 

The  approbation  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  a  letter 

c  ^       .±  11  -x     1    1  ^    1      •        of  thanks. 

exy)ress  ot  my  conductt  can  only  l)e  merited  by  an  earnest  desu'e 

of  faithfully  and  successfully  discharging  the  trust  reposed  in  me. 

*  The  Right  Hon.  William  Wyndham  Grenville,  afterwards  Lord  Grenville.     Ante,  p.  247. 
t  See  Oreiiville's  despatch.    Ante,  p  252. 
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Prophetic. 


Zeal  and 
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The 

Ahniylity 
thanked. 


It  is,  sir,  through  you  that  I  am  honoured  with  this  mark  of 
attention  from  my  Royal  Master,  and  through  you,  sir,  I  hope  that 
my  grateful  sense  of  his  Majesty's  bounty  will  be  made  known. 

The  address  I  received  on  his  Majesty's  being  happily  restored 
to  health  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose ;  and  faithfully  attached  to 
His  Royal  person,  by  every  tie  of  duty,  gratitude,  and  affection, 
I  rejoice  in  the  happy  event.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 

Address  of  Officers  on  the  Recovery  of  King  George  III. 

The  humble  address  of  the  officers  of  the  Civil  and  Military 
Estaljlishment  in  the  Territory  of  New  South  Wales,  to 
His  Excellency  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.,  Captain-General  and 
Governor-in-Chief  of  the  Ten'itory  of  New  South  Wales  and 
its  Dependencies. 

We,  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  officers  of 
the  Civil  and  Military  Establishments  in  New  South  Wales, 
filled  with  the  deepest  sence  of  gratitude  for  the  mercies  of 
Almighty  God  in  restoring  our  most  Gracious  Sovereign  to  health 
from  a  dangerous  and  afflicting  sickness,  most  humbly  beg  to 
approach  your  Excellency  with  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  con- 
gratulations on  that  happy  and  distinguished  event,  and  to  declare 
our  unshaken  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  Majesty's  person  and 
government. 

The  little  community  which  has  now  the  honor  of  addressing 
your  Excellency  for  the  first  time  cannot  pass  it  by  without 
anticipating  in  idea  the  many  and  memorable  occasions  which 
will  be  jii'esented  hereafter  to  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects 
of  this  distant  settlement  to  congratulate  him  and  his  illus- 
trious descendants — whether  extending  the  arts  and  blessings  of 
peace,  or  covered  with  the  trophies  of  necessary  and  glorious 
war. 

Although  from  remoteness  of  situation,  and  want  of  intercourse 
with  the  seat  of  government,  we  are  the  last  in  his  Majesty's  far 
extended  empire  to  testify  our  joy  on  this  occasion,  we  trust 
that  our  zeal  and  fidelty  to  his  Royal  person  will  for  ever  remain 
unquestioned,  as  we  know  them  to  be  pure  and  unalterable. 

Actuated  by  the  warmest  wishes  to  promote  the  interests  of  our 
country,  and  the  increasing  splendour  of  his  Majesty's  auspicious 
reign,  all  which  can  add  to  his  domestic  felicity  must  ever  be 
regarded  l^y  us  as  sacred  and  inviolable. 

We  further  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  shall 
not  fail  with  our  unfeigned  thanks  to  offer  vip  our  most  sincere 
and  fervent  prayers  to  that  Being  in  whom  alone  are  the  issues  of 
life  for  the  continued  safety,  long  life,  and  prosperity  of  his 
Majesty  and  his  illustrious  House.     And  that  his  Royal  Consort, 
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our  revered  Queen,  may  conjointly  with  him  continue  to  receive       1790 
and  enjoy  every  earthly  felicity,  is  what  we  do  and  shall  humbly     14  June. 
and  ardently  supplicate  of  the  Dispenser  of  all  Good. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14th  June,  1790. 

David  Collixs.^  Henry  Waterhouse.'" 

IllCHARD    JOIIKSOX.-  JaMES    MerEDITH.'' 

John  White.^  Watkin  Tench.'- 

JoHN  Palmer.*  Jas.  Furzer.'^ 

AucxUSTus  Alt.^  John  Poulden.'* 
George  Bonchir  Worgan."       William  Dawes.^^ 

AViLLiAM  Balmain.'  Thomas  Davey."' 

Thomas  Arndell.®  John  Long.'" 
Geo.  Wm.  Maxavell.^ 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydney,  Port  Jackson, 

-Dear  Sir,  16th  June,  1790.         i6June. 

By  the  Lady  Juliana -',  which  arrived  here  the  3rd  instant,  The  Lady 
I  am  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  20th  of  June,  1789,  acknow-  "^""'''"'''■ 
ledging  the  receipt  of  my  letters  down  to  the  1 6th  of  November, 
1788,  and  informing  me  that  I  should  receive  letters  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Grenville  respecting  the  provisions,  stores,  &c.,  sent 
out,  and  that  care  would  be  taken  to  forward,  from  time  to  time, 
the  necessary  supplies,  until  the  settlement  shall  be  in  a  coiidition 
to  provide  for  the  support  of  its  establishment ;  that  by  the 
Guardian!  I  should  receive  the  necessary  instructions  relative  to 
the  granting  of  lands,  with  such  other  information  as  might  be 
judged  necessary  for  my  guidance,  together  with  a  remittance  for 
the  payment  of  the  artificers  of  the  marine  detachment. 

I  have,  sir,  received  Mr.  Secretary  Grenville's  letters  respecting 
the  supplies  sent  out,  and  the  instructions  for  the  granting  lands, 
but  I  have  not  received  the  remittance  intended  for  paying  the 
marine  artificers,  nor  can  I  learn  from  any  person  on  board  the 
Lady  Juliana  whether  it  was  on  board  the  Guardian  or  not. 

By  the  unfortunate  loss  of  that  ship  this  colony  was  deprived 
of  those  very  liberal  supplies  ordered  by  Government,  the  want  Loss  of  the 
of  which  has  thrown  the  settlement  Imck  so  much  that  it  will  ««a»dian. 
require  a  length  of  time  to  put  it  in  the  situation  it  would  have 
been  in  at  this  moment  had  the  Guardian  arrived,   as  she  would 
have  done  but  for  that  unhappy  accident,  before  I  was  obliged  to 

'  ■Iudtce-A<lvoeate.     -  Cliajilain.     »  Chief  Surgeon.     *  Commissary.     *  Surveyor-General. 
,'.  ^}^^tic^'"  "f  the  !iiriiis.  '  Third  Assistant  Surgeon.  «  Sec.nd  Assistaiit    Surgeon. 

-Naval  Lieutenant,     'o  Naval  Lieutenant.      " '  Caritain-Lieutenant  of  JIarines.     ' -  Captain- 
Lieutenant  of  Marines.         i'<  (^uarter-inaster  of  Marines.         ' '  Eirst  Lieutenant  of  Marines. 
■'Otheer  of  Engineers  and  Artillery.      >o  First  Lieutenant  of  Marines.       "  Adjutant  of 
Marines. 


*  The  first  store-ship  from  England, 
t  Sent  out  with  the  Lady  Juliana,  b 


but  wrecked  on  an  iceberg,  23rd  December,  1739. 
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17  June. 

Despatches 

from 

Eiiffland. 


Land 

grants. 


The  natives. 


No  fear  of 
attack. 


Cattle  in 
danirer. 


The  natives 
robbed. 


send  away  the  Sirius,  to  give  up  labour,  and  destroy  the  greater 
part  of  the  live  stock.  The  Sirius  did  not  sail  until  the  6th  of 
March,  and  the  Guardian  would  have  arrived  by  the  first  week  in 
February.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Government  House,  Sydney  Cove, 

Sir,  17th  June,  1790. 

I  am  honoured  with  your  dispatches  by  the  Lady  Juliana, 
which  ship  arrived  on  the  3rd  instant ;  and  with  the  duplicates 
and  dispatches  put  on  board  that  ship  from  the  Guardian  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  Royal  Instructions  respecting  the  grants  of  land  to  be 
made  to  settlers,  and  the  encouragement  to  be  held  out  to  those 
non-commis.sioned  officers  and  privates  belonging  to  the  detach- 
ment of  marines  who  may  be  inclined  to  enlist  in  the  corps  by 
which  they  are  to  be  relieved,  or  to  become  settlers,  shall  be 
obeyed*  ;  and  a  particular  attention  shall  be  paid  to  what  relates 
to  the  female  convicts,  the  provisions  and  clothing. 

The  dispatches  sent  home  by  Lieutenant  King,  who  sailed  for 
Batavia,  the  17th  of  April,  in  the  Supply,  tender,  will  shew  that 
settlers  have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  natives,  against  whom 
I  have  never  thought  any  defence  necessary. 

When  we  first  landed  it  was  to  have  been  wi.shed,  but  at  that 
time,  and  for  that  time,  and  for  months  after  that  period,  the 
slightest  defence  could  not  have  been  made  without  neglecting 
what  was  so  immediately  and  absolutely  necessary — the  securing 
the  stores  and  provisions.  I  believe  there  is  little  reason  to  think 
that  the  natives  will  ever  attack  any  building,  and  still  less  to 
suppose  they  will  attack  a  number  of  armed  men  ;  not  that  I 
think  they  want  innate  bravery — they  certainly  do  not — but  they 
are  sensible  of  the  great  superiority  of  our  arms.  Setting  fire  to 
the  corn  I  most  feared,  but  which  they  never  have  attempted  ; 
and  as  these  avoid  those  places  we  frequent,  it  is  seldom  that  any 
of  them  are  now  seen  near  the  settlement.  The  cattle,  if  they 
find  them  in  the  woods,  they  undoubtedly  will  destroy,  which  is 
all  I  believe  the  settlers  will  have  to  apprehend.  Their  attacking 
straglers  is  natural,  for  those  people  go  out  to  rob  the  natives  of 
their  spears  and  the  few  articles  they  possess ;  and  as  they  do  it 
too  frequently  with  impunity,  tlie  punishments  they  sometimes 
meet  with  are  not  to  be  regretted — they  have  had  a  good  effect. 

The  detaching  a  body  of  convicts  to  any  distant  place,  which 
the  soil  and  other  circumstances  might  render  desirable,  as  pointed 
out  in  the  letter  of  the  19th,  would  at  present  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniences.  On  the  borders  of  the  several  rivers  which 
have   been  discovered   there  ai^e  some  desirable  situations,  but 


*  Ante,  pp.  256-257. 
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suijeriutendants  and  store-keepers  must  be  sent   with  convicts       1793 
who  are  detached,  and  stores  must  be  erected.     A  superintendant     i7  June, 
at  a  distance  should  be  not  only  a,  good  farmer,  but  a  man  who  supeHrT 
would  feel  himself  interested  iu  the  convicts  labouring  successfully  ten.ients 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown ;  and  barns  and  houses  are  works  of  "*'*'  ^  ' 
labour  which  require  time  to  erect. 

If  settlers  are  sent  out  many  difficulties  will  be  removed ;  they  '^"'i 
may  choose  those  situations  to  which,  for  the  above  reasons,  I  ""^ 
cannot  at    this  moment  detach  convicts ;    and  I  have  had  the 
h(juor  of  observing  in  my  former  dispatches  that  settlers  appear 
U)  me  absolutely  necessary.      If  they  bring  with  them  people  to  The  sort 
clear  and  cultivate  the  land,  and  provisions  to  support  those  they  required, 
bring   with    them,    they   will   want  very  little    assistance    from 
Govei-nment  after  they  arrive ;    but  no  soldier  or  other  person 
in  this  settlement  could  at  present  accept  of  the  assistance  of 
convicts  in  cultivating  the  land  wliich  might  be  granted  them  on 
the  conditions  pointed  out  in  the  instructions — "  of  feeding  and 
cloathing  them."     I  believe,  sir,  that  it  will  be  little  less  than  two 
years  from  the  time  of  granting  the  lands  before  those  lands  will  ^  san^me 
support  the  cultivators.      I  may  err,  but  I  give  my  opinion  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment. 

At  Norfolk  Island  settlers  may  be  able  to  support  themselves  Conditions 
ill  less  time  ;  perhaps  one  year's  support  from  the  Crown  may  be  island!'*'^ 
thought  sufficient,  for  there  the  soil  is  very  rich,  and  when  the 
pine-trees  are  cut  down  the  roots  soon  rot  in  the  ground ;  but 
here  the  soil,  though  very  good,  is  less  luxuriant,  and  the  roots 
of  the  large  gum-trees,  if  not  grubbed  up,  will  remain  in  the 
ground  for  years,  and  the  labour  of  clearing  the  land  of  such  heavy 
timber  is  very  great. 

A  settler  who  has  to  depend  on  his  own  labour  will  get  on  very 
slowly,  but  as  there  are  some  places  on  which  but  little  timber  is 
growing,  such  spots  shall  be  selected  for  those  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  who  may  be  inclined  to  settle ;  and  I  shall  Military, 
govern  myself  by  the  instnictions  I  have  received,  unless  other-  *^*^'®"- 
wise  directed. 

If  the  settlers  first  sent  out  are,  in  addition  to  their  knowledge  Settlers 
as  farmers,  possessed  of  some  little  property,  will  it  not,  sir,  act  as  ^eTn^.  ^'^^^ 
a  security  for  their  industry  1     Men  able  to  support  themselves, 
if  intelligent  and  industrious,  I  think  camiot  fail  ;  but  if  people 
couie  out  (and  such,  I  fear,  may  offer)  who  are  indolent,  and  having  indolent 
nothing  to  lose  want  that  spur  to  industry,  they  may  become  a  ^,u"de^i^ 
burthen  to  the  settlement,  for  they  cannot  be  left  to  starve.    Could 
an  hundred  of  those  who  have  been  sent  out  to  form  this  colony 
l)e  removed  it  would  be  greatly  benefitted,  since  they  are  as  great 
burthen  here  as  they  would  be  to  their  parishes  if  in  England. 

As  it  may  appear  that  we  have  not  made  that  atlvance  towards  Slow 
supporting  ourselves  which  may  have  been  expected,   I  will,  sir,  i""'"'^'*-*- 
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beg  leave  to  observe  that  in  addition  to  those  untoward  circum- 
stances, which  have  thrown  the  settlement  so  far  back,  it  never 
yet  has  been  possible  to  direct  "the  labour  of  more  than  a  small 
part  of  the  convicts  to  the  principal  object.  A  civil  and  military 
establishment  form  a  considerable  part  of  our  numbers,  which  is 
increased  by  women  and  children,  all  of  whom  are  undoubtedly 
necessaiy,  but  are  a  deadweight  on  those  who  have  to  I'ender  the 
colony  independent  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  Stores,  barracks, 
and  houses  have  required  time,  and  we  have  still  stores  and 
barracks  to  build  in  the  stead  of  those  temporary  ones  at  first 
erected.  Settlers  will  secure  themselves  and  their  provisions  in  a 
short  time,  and  everyone  they  feed  will  then  be  employed  in 
cultivation. 

To  making  Norfolk  Island  the  principal  settlement  there  is  one 
objection,  which,  I  think,  renders  it  impossible  to  be  done  until 
that  island  is  so  far  cultivated  that  it  can  support  itself.  There  is 
no  harbour  or  good  roadstead,  and  landing  provisions  is  attended 
with  some  difficulties.  I  hope  the  loss  of  the  Sirius  will  not 
set  the  island  in  a  more  unfavorable  point  of  view,  foi'  which, 
with  the  loss  of  that  ship,  I  see  no  reason.  It  was  an  accident ; 
but,  sir,  you  will  be  fully  informed  as  to  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  Norfolk  Island  by  the  officer  who  made  the  settle- 
jnent — an  officer  of  merit,  and  who  could  be  ill-spared  ;  but  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  send  home  some  person  to  give  that 
information  which  could  not  so  well  be  conveyed  in  letters,  and 
it  was  my  intention  to  have  detained  that  officer  here  until  the 
Sirius  returned  from  China,  that  he  might  have  had  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  countiy  round  this  settlement,  but 
which  the  loss  of  that  ship  prevented. 

The  situation  of  Port  Jackson  between  two  harbours,  so  that  if 
a  ship  falls  in  with  the  coast  in  bad  weather  a  few  miles  either  in 
the  northward  or  the  southward  she  can  find  immediate  shelter,  is 
a  great  advantage ;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  found  hereafter  that 
the  seat  of  Government  has  not  been  improperly  placed. 

Vie,  as  first  settlers,  labour  under  some  inconvenience  from  not 
being  able  to  employ  the  convicts  in  agriculture  on  the  spot 
where  the  provisions  and  stores  are  landed,  but  this  is  the  only 
inconvenience,  as  having  the  convicts  at  some  distance  from  the 
the  military  is  attended  with  many  advantages. 

I  had  little  time  to  look  round  me  when  I  first  ari-ived,  for  my 
instructions  particularly  pointed  out  that  I  was  not  to  delay  the 
disembarking  the  people,  with  a  view  of  searching  for  a  better 
situation  than  what  Botany  Bay  might  afford.  I  was  obliged  to 
look  farther,  but  I  did  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  continue  my 
research  after  I  had  seen  Sydney  Cove.  Had  I  seen  the  country 
near  the  head  of  the  harbour  I  might  have  been  induced  to  have 
made  the  settlement  there,  but  we  knew  nothing  of  that  part 
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of  the  cuuutry  until  the  creek  which  runs  uj)  to  Rose  Hill  was       1''90 
discovered  in  a  journey  I  made  to  the  westward  three  months  after     17  June. 
we  landed ;  and  although  I  w^as  then  fully  satisfied  of  the  goodness  Rose  Hill, 
of  the  soil,  and  saw  the  advantages  of  that  situation,  most  of  our 
stores  antl  jjrovisions  were  landed,  and  it  required  some  little  time 
to  do  away  with  the  general  opinion  that  such  a  situation  could  not 
be  healthy,  and  which  I  was  inclined  to  think  myself  until  I  had 
examined  the  country  for  some  miles  round,  and  was  satisfied  that 
there  was  a  free  circulation  of  air,  in  the  goodness  of  which  few  a  healthy 
places  equal  it.     The  number  of  people  who  have  been  settled  ^^^°^- 
ihei'e  on  an   average  for  eighteen  months  exceed  one  hundred, 
;in(l  in  that  time  we  have  had  only  two  deaths — a  woman  who 
had  been  subject  to  dropsy,  and  a  marine  who  had  been  there  but 
a  very  short  time  before  he  died. 

It  is,  sii',  in  that  jjart  of  the  country,  and  which  I  have  endeav- 
oured to  describe  in  my  last  despatches,  that  I  propose  employing 
the  convicts  in  agricultui'e,  and  in  the  neighboui-hood  of  which  I  Convictsand 
proposed  tixing  the  first  settlers  who  might  be  sent  out.  amung. 

The  imjjossibility  of  conveying  stores  and  provisions  for  any 
distance  inland  will  oblige  me  to  mark  out  the  first  township 
near  Rose  Hill,  where  thei'e  is  a  considerable  extent  of  good  land.  Panamatta. 
The  sea-coast  does  not  offer  any  situation  within  our  reach  at 
present  which  is  calculated  for  a  town  whose  inhabitants  are  to 
be  employed  in  agriculture. 

As  I  thought  the  first  settlers  sent  out  might  require  more 
encouragement  than  those  who  might  come  out  hereaftei',  I  pro- 
posed in  my  last  despatches  giving  them  a  certain  number  of 
convicts  for  two  years,  and  supporting  them  during  that  time  at  Convict 
the  expense  of  the  Crown.  The  number  intended  to  receive  that  setuers."*^ 
indulgence  may  be  limited  to  the  first  fifteen  ;  but  I  think,  sir, 
much  will  depend  on  ensuring  the  success  of  the  first  settlers  sent 
out,  and  who  I  j^vesume  will  he  good  farmers.  The  assistance 
proposed  for  them  will  certainly  put  them  at  their  ease,  if  they 
are  industrious  men,  and  would  not,  I  apprehend,  be  any  great 
loss  to  the  Ci'own. 

In  order  to  know  in  what  time  a  man  might  be  able  to 
cultivate  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ground  to  support  himself,  I  last 
N'o\'einbei-  oi'dered  a  hut  to  Ije  ])uilt  in  a  good  situation,  an  acre  A!,'ncuitural 
<»f  ground  to  Ije  cleared,  and  once  turned  up  it  was  put  into  the  J^'^gnts 
possession  of  a  very  industrious  convict,  who  was  told  if  he 
l>ehaved  well  he  should  have  thirty  acres.*  This  man  had  said 
the  time  f(jr  which  he  liad  been  sentenced  was  exjiircd,  and  wished 
to  settle.  He  has  Ijeen  industrious,  has  received  some  little 
assistance  from  time  to  time,  and  now  tells  me  that  if  one  acre  moi'e 
is  cleared  for  him  he  shall   be  aljle  to  support  himself  after  next 

*  James  Ruse,  the  first  settler.     lie  received  a  grant  of  thirty  acres  of  land  at  Parra- 
niatta,  .March  30,  1791 ;  grant  issued,  22nd  February,  1792. 
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January,  which  I  much  doubt,  but  think  he  will  do  toleraVjly 
Yvell  after  he  has  been  supported  for  eighteen  months.  Others 
may  prove  more  intelligent,  though  they  cannot  well  be  more 
industrious. 

I  mention  the  particulars  respecting  tliis  man  that  some  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  of  what  an  individual  will  be  able  to  do  if 
no  assistance  is  given  him  more  than  the  year's  provisions. 

I  am  desii'ous  of  securing  the  success  of  the  first  settlers,  but 
shall  attend  to  the  instructions  I  have  received  until  I  am 
honored  with  an  answer  to  my  last  despatches ;  and,  as  I  have 
before  observed,  if  settlers  coming  out  bring  people  with  them, 
and  provisions  to  support  those  they  bring,  the  assistance  they 
will  want  may  be  given  at  a  very  small  expence  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown. 

The  river  Hawkesbury  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  offer  some 
desirable  situations,  and  the  great  advantages  of  a  navigable 
Hawkesburj'  river  are  obvious ;  but  before  a  settlement  can  be  made  there 
settlement  proper  people  to  conduct  it  must  be  found,  and  we  must  be  better 
acquainted  with  the  country.  Settlers  may  be  sent  there  here- 
after, but  then  we  must  have  small  craft  to  keep  up  communi- 
cation. 

The  Lady  Juliana  being  the  only  vessel  in  this  country,  I  am 
obliged  to  send  her  to  Xorf  oik  Island,  with  a  part  of  the  provisions 
we  have  received  ;  and  had  not  that  ship  been  chartered  for  China, 
I  should  have  sent  the  Sirius's  officers  and  men  to  England  in  her, 
but  which  I  do  not,  as  the  master  of  her  says  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  a  loss  of  more  than  six  thousand  pounds  to  the 
owners,  and  consequently  might  occasion  an  expence  to  Govern- 
ment which  would  exceed  what  attends  their  remaining  a  few- 
months  longer  in  this  countrv,  and  I  am  not  willincf  to  break 
through  the  charter,  as  other  ships  are  coming  out.  As  the  Lady 
Juliana  must  go  to  iSTorfolk  Island  with  pro^"isions,  and  one  of  the 
superintendants  professes  himself  to  understand  the  cultivation 
and  dressing  of  the  flax-plant,  I  shall  send  thither  most  of  the 
women  brought  out  in  that  ship.  AMien  the  ships  anive  with 
the  male  convicts  an  equal  number  shall  be  sent,  and  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  on  that  island  shall  be  increased  in  future  as 
directed. 

But  in  addition  to  the  officers  T  shall  be  able  to  send,  I  presume 
two  or  three  magistrates  will  be  necessary  ;  if  settlers  come  out  for 
that  island,  perhaps  some  amongst  them  may  be  found  to  answer 
the  purpose. 

As  the  number  of  convicts  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  will  require 
an  officer  of  some  experience,  you  will,  sir,  please  to  determine  how- 
far  the  second  person  in  this  colony  may  be  the  most  eligible.  I 
found  it  necessary  to  send  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  replace  Mr. 
King,  but  if  the  Lieutenant-Governor  commands  the  corps  coming 
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out  some  difficulties  will  occur  in.  sending  him  there,  as  only  one       1790 
company  can  be  sent  to  the  island,  and  the  head-quarters  of  the     17  June, 
corps  should  be  with  the  commandant.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  W.O.,  19th  June,  1790.  lo.June. 

I  have  the  honor  in  the  absence  of  the  S.  at  War  to  acqt. 
you  that  an  order  is  sent  to  the  comdg.  officer  of  the  troops  at 
Portsmouth  for  disembarking  a  detachment  equal  to  two  comps. 
of  the  cor|js  under  your  command  to  assist  in  the  duties  at  Ports-  shore  duty. 
mouth  until  the  arrival  of  t.he  29th  Regt.,  when  it  is  intended  that 
the  detachmt.  of  your  corps  sliall  re-embark. 

You  will  endeavour  as  far  as  may  be  pi'acticable  to  send  such 
men  on  shore  as  can  best  be  depended  upon.      I  have,  &c., 

M.  Lewis. 

GovERXOR  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  June,  1790.         20  June. 

I  am  honored  with  your  letter,  dated  the  24th  of  August, 
1789,  respecting  the  provisions,  stores,  and  clothing  sent  out  in 
the  Guardian  and  Lady  Juliana.     The  utmost  attention  shall  be  wiii  follow 
paid  to  the  instructions  contained  in  that  letter  for  appropriating  i"s*™ctiona. 
those  articles  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended  Vjy  the 
Government,  and  the  Commissary  shall  be  directed  to  make  the 
necessary  returns  of  their  expenditure,  to  which,  as  I  have  done 
hitherto,  I  shall  pay  a  particular  attention.     The  strictest  economy  Economy. 
has  ever  been  used,   and  every  exertion  has  been  made,  on  my 
part  to  put  the  colony  in  the  situation  recommended,   of  the 
necessity  of  which  I  am  fully  persuaded. 

How  far  the  colony  may  be  in  such  a  situation  as  to  be  able  to 
support  the  convicts  after  we  have  received  those  supplies  which  Support  of 
are  intended  to  be  sent  out  by  the  ships  which  are  shortly  to  be  '"'"^'^  ®- 
expected,  with  very  little  further  aid  from  Great  Britain,  some 
judgment    may  be   formed  from   my   despatches   sent   home    by 
Lieutenant  King,  and  from  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant  sent  by 
this  conveyance.     I  shall,  sir,  give  you  every  information  in  my 
power  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  and  what  I  conceive 
may  be   expected  ;  but   I   must   beg  leave  to  observe  that  this 
colony,  from  the  day  of  our  landing  to  the  present  hour,  has 
laboured  under  every  pcjssible  disadvantage,  and  many  obstacles  Dis- 
liave  been  met  with  which  could  not  have  been  guarded  against,  ^Jt'^"  '^^^^ 
as  they  never  could  have  been  expected,  and  from  the  nature  of  obstacles. 
which   it   may   rather  be   a   matter  of    surprise    that  a   regular 
settlement  exists  than  that  it  is  not  in  a  more  flourishing  state. 

Of    the    superintendants    sent   out    in    the   Guardian   for    the 
purpose  of  instructing  the  convicts  in  agricultui'e  five  only  aie 
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1790  arrived  in  the  Lady  Juliana ;  and  of  the  five  superintendants 
20  June,  who  have  arrived  one  only  is  a  fanner,  two  say  they  were  used  to 
the  farming  business  when  seventeen  and  nineteen  years  of  age, 
but  they  cannot,  from  the  knowledge  they  then  obtained,  be  able 
to  instruct  the  convicts  or  dii'ect  a  farm ;  and  we  are  in  great  want  of 
a  good  master  carpenter,  brick  and  tile  maker.  The  two  gardeners 
are  said  to  be  lost,  having  left  the  ship  in  a  small  boat  after  that 
unfortunate  accident  which  deprived  the  colony  of  those  supplies 
which  had  been  so  liberally  provided  by  Government. 

The  Guardian,  but  for  the  accident,  would  have  arrived  before 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  sending  the  Sirius,  with  part  of  the 
detachment  and  a  number  of  convicts,  to  Norfolk  Island,  where 
that  ship  was  lost,  and  would  have  prevented  the  settlement  from 
back^^'^'^^^^"  being  thrown  so  far  back  that  twelve  months  will  not  put  it  in 
the  state  it  would  have  been  at  this  time  if  that  ship  had  arrived 
in  February,  early  in  which  month  it  may  reasonably  be  supposed 
we  should  have  seen  her,  which  was  also  prior  to  the  time  in 
which  we  were  obliged  to  kill  the  greatest  part  of  the  live  stock, 
and  when,  from  the  smallness  of  the  ration  to  which  the  settlement 
was  reduced,  the  labour  of  the  convicts  became  what  was  little 
better  than  a  cessation  from  all  labour. 

The  artificers  which  were  sent  out  in  the  Guardian  have  been 
detained  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  from  what  the  ofiicers 
on  board  the  Lady  Juliana  says  it  is  probable  they  will  be  re- 
turned to  England.  The  great  want  of  those  people  to  carry  on 
the  necessary  buildings  will  appear  from  the  few  artificers  now  in 
the  settlement,  and  which  are  specified  in  the  margin.*  Carpenters 
are  most  wanted  ;  of  the  six  we  have  only  three  merit  the  name 
of  carpenters.  In  our  present  state  but  little  preparation  can  be 
made  for  the  accommodation  of  a  thousand  convicts  which  are  to 
follow  the  Guardian.  A  roof  for  a  store-house,  which  has  been 
framed  several  months,  still  remains  on  the  ground,  for  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  get  the  walls  up  ;  but  the  provisions  sent  out  in 
the  Lady  Juliana  and  the  seventy-five  casks  of  flour  put  on  board 
of  that  ship  at  the  Cape  from  the  Guardian,  having  enabled  me 
to  order  the  ration  issued  since  the  loss  of  the  Sirius  to  be  in- 
creased to  four  pounds  of  flour,  two  pounds  of  pork,  and  two 
pounds  of  rice  for  each  person  for  seven  days,  a  little  more  work 
will  now  be  done. 

You  will,  sir,  excuse  this  detail,  by  which  the  necessity  of 
sending  out  some  good  artificers  will  be  seen  ;  and  should  it  be 
judged  necessary  to  send  out  any  more  superintendants  of  con- 
victs, I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  little  advantage  will  arise  from 
them  if  they  are  not  masteis  in  the  business  in  which  the  con- 

*  Belonginsj  to  the  detachment-  1  carpenter,  1  smith.     Belonging  to  the  Sirius— 2  I 
carpenters,  1  smith.     Convicts— 6  carpenters,  4  smiths,  2  in'icklayers,  1  stonemason,  4  men 
who  work  with  the  carpenters,  brought  up  as  seamen  and  servants. 
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victs  they  superintend  are  employed,  for  I  have  experienced  in  1790 
myself  to  how  little  advantage  much  time  and  pains  may  be  20  June 
wasted  in  attending  to  men  who  are  employed  as  brickmakers, 
smiths,  carpenters,  or  sawyers  when  the  person  attending  on 
those  people  is  not  himself  master  of  the  business.  But,  sir,  in 
looking  forward,  I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  that,  as  far  as 
my  judgment  admits,  every  exertion  shall  be  made  to  fulfill  the 
intentions  of  Government,  by  enabling  the  colony  to  support 
itself;  it  has  ever  been  the  gi^eat  object  I  wished  to  attain. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis. 
Sir,  Portsmouth,  June  the  21st,  1790.  J»"e. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  in  compliance  with 
your  order  the  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  has  this 
day  disembarked.*  I  have,  &c., 

Fran's  Grose. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  25  June,  1790.         25  June. 

I  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the 
24th  of  August,  1789,  and  have  the  honour  to  assure  you  that 
a  proper  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  observations  contained 
therein. 

The  general  invoice  of  what  was  sent  by  the  Guardian  and 
Ljuly  Juliana  I  have  received,  but,  unfortunately,  only  the  Lady 
Juliana  has  reached  this  settlement. 

I  have,  sir,  observed  in  a  former  letter  that  five  of  the  super- 
intendants  have  arrived  ;  one  is  a  good  farmer,  a  second  says  that  Supei  in- 
he  understands  the  cultivating  and  dressing  of  flax  ;  as  such,  he 
will  be  a  valuable  man,  and  I  send  him  to  Norfolk  Island  ;  the 
others  will  undoubtedly  be  useful,  but  you  will,  sir,  excuse  me  if 
I  repeat  what  I  have  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant —  Requests 
that  it  is  professional  men  who  are  wanted  as  superintendants  ; 
we  are  much  distressed  for  a  good  master  carpenter,  a  sawyer,  and 
a  brick  and  tile  maker,  in  whom  some  little  confidence  could  be 
placed  ;  for  this  settlement,  except  for  a  few  weeks  only,  has 
[  never  liad  such  a  person  between  the  convicts  employed  in  those 
branches  and  the  Governor.  This  circumstance  is  mentioned  to 
I  point  out  the  great  necessity  of  such  people.  Carpenters,  sawyers, 
and  bricklayers  are  likewise  very  umch  wanted.      I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
The  Surprize,  Neptune,  and  Scarborough,  transports,  are  arrived  ^^^f  ^''°"'' 
since  writing  the  above,  with  about  six  hundred  casks  of  beef  and 
pork,  which  were  sent  round  from  the  Guardian,  and  nineteen 
convicts,  who  had  been  sent  out  in  that  ship. 

2    a  «  Ante,  p.  351. 
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Secretary  Stephens  to  Lieutenant  Bligh. 
Sir,  5th  July,  1790. 

Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y 
your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  informing  them  that  as  Capt. 
Macbride  has  resumed  the  command  of  the  Cumberland,  you  had 
returned  to  Gosport,  where  you  wait  their  Lordships'  further  orders, 
I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  have  no 
immediate  command  for  you.  I  am,  &c., 

P.S. 


10  Julv. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  10  July,  1790. 

I  have  in  my  former  letters  requested  the  necessary  infor- 
mation respecting  the  time  for  which  the  convicts  sent  out  by  the 
first  ships  were  sentenced,  and  the  intentions  of  Government 
respecting  those  convicts  who,  when  that  time  is  exjDired,  may 
refuse  to  become  settlers,  and  demand  liberty  to  return  to  Europe. 
We  have  now  near  thirty  under  the  circumstances,  and  their 
numbers  will  increase,  as  well  as  their  discontents.* 

Ships  stopping  at  this  port,  on  their  way  to  China,  will  always 
Able-bodied  ^^  ready  to  receive  a  certain  number  of  healthy,  able-bodied  men, 
welcome.       and  those  are  the  men  we  shall  be  the  most  desirous  of  retaining. 
You  will,  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  give  me  the  necessary  information 
on  this  head,  if  you  have  not  already  done  it  by  the  Gorgon.     The 
indentures  and  assignments  received  from  the  Surprize,  Neptune, 
and  Scarljorough  are  very  clear  as  to  the  term  for  which  the  con- 
victs sent  out  in  those  ships  have  been  sentenced,  but  no  account 
The  women,  has  been  sent  out  by  the   Lady   Juliana  for    the    women  who 
embarked  in  that  ship ;    however,   the  women  will  give  us  no 
trouble  on  that  head.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  The  Eight  Hon.  W.  AV.  Grenville. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  July  13th,  1790. 

The  Lady  Juliana  arrived  the  3rd  of  June,  as  mentioned 
in  a  former  letter  ;  and  the  Justinian,  Surprize,  Scarborough, 
and  Neptune  came  in  the  20  th,  26  th,  and  28th.  The  enclosed 
return  will  show  the  state  of  the  convicts  landed  from  those 
ships,  and  the  numbei's  that  died  on  the  passage.  I  will  not, 
sir,  dwell  on  the  scene  of  misery  which  the  hospitals  and  sick- 
tents  exhibited  when  those  people  were  landed,  but  it  would  be 
a  want  of  duty  not  to  say  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  con- 
tractors having  crowded  too  many  on  board  those  ships,  and  from 
their  being  too  much  confined  during  the  passage.  The  convicts 
having  the  liberty  of  the  deck  depended  on  the  agent  and  on  the 
masters  of  the  ships ;  the  agent  died  on  the  passage,  and  the  ; 
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masters  say  it  was  granted  so  far  as  was  consistent  with  their       1790 
own  safety,  and  that  many  of  the  convicts  were  sick  when  sent     15  June. 
from  the  hulks. 

I  believe,  sir,  while  the  masters  of  the  transports  think  their 
own  safety  depends  on  admitting  few  convicts  on  deck  at  a  time.  Want  of  air 
and  most  of  tliem  with  irons  on,  which  prevent  any  kind  of  exercise,  exercise. 
numbers  must  always  perish  on  so  long  a  voyage,  and  many  of 
those  now  received  are  in  such  a  situation  from  old  complaints, 
and  so  emaciated  from  what  they  have  suflfered  on  the  voyage, 
that  they  never  will  be  capable  of  any  labour. 

As  I  had  no  vessel  to  carry  provisions  to  Norfolk  Island,  the 
Lady  Juliana  was  cleared,  and  carpenters  sent  to  refit  her  for 
that  2>urpose,  but  finding  that  the  necessary  I'epairs  rendered  it 
uncertain  in  what  time  that  ship  could  be  got  ready,  I  have  dis- 
charged her  from  Govermnent  employ ;  and  the  Justinian  and  Vessels  for 
.Surprize  will  be  sent  on  that  service  ;  after  landing  the  necessary  island. 
stores  and  provisions,  they  will  proceed  to  China  according  to  their 
contract  with  the  East  India  Company.  I  shall  send  some  female 
con\  icts  by  these  ships,  and  when  the  relief  is  sent  to  the  island  a 
[proportion  of  male  convicts  shall  accompany  them. 

The  preparations  directed  to  be  made  in  the  letter  marked  No. 
Cy''  for  one  thousand  more  convicts  shall  be  attended  to,  but  the  1,000  more 
Ijuilding  of  stores  and  barracks  will  find  full  employment  for  the  coming* 
few  artificers  in  this  settlement  for  some  months ;  and  the  number 
of  sick  will  employ  all  our  carpenters  for  some  time  in  procuring 
them  shelter. 

By  the  surgeon's  returns  of  this  day  there  are  488  under  medi-  48S  sick, 
cal  treatment ;  when  the  ships  arrived   we  had  not  fifty  people 
sick  in  the  colony.  I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 

Return  Relatixg  to  thk  Second  Fleet, 

An  account  of  the  number  of  male  and  female  convicts  embarked 
on  board  the  following  ships  for  New  South  Wales : — 


Ship. 

Males. 

Females 

Neptune 

... 

424 

78 

Died  on  their  passage 

147 

11 

Surprize 

...         . .•         ••• 

25G 

.  .  • 

Died 

•  •■         • . .          ... 

3G 

•  •  • 

Scarborough  ... 



259 

•  •  • 

Died 



73 

... 

Embarked 

1,017 

89 

Died  before  '. 

caring  England  ... 

11 

... 

Sailed       1,000  89 

*  Dated  20th  June,  1789,    Ante,  p.  252. 
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1790  Number  returned  from  the    ships    preAdous    to   their  leaving 


13  Jul}'.      England: — 


Neptune  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sm-prize  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scarboro'  ...  ...  ...  ...  G 

Convicts  received  from  the  Guardian  on  board  the  different 
ships  at  the  Cape  : — 

Neptune  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Scarboro'  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  July  14th,  1790. 

The  undermentioned  persons*  are  those  who  have  been 
represented  in  my  former  letters  as  being  employed  in  the  public 
service,  and  who  you  are  pleased  to  say  shall  be  recommended  for 
a  suitable  compensation,  if  brought  forward  in  my  contingent 
account.  I  have,  (fcc, 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 
u  July.  Sir^  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  July  14th,  1790. 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  by  the  Scarborough,  dated  the 

24th  of  December,  1789,  and  marked  No.  6,  inclosing  a  duplicate 

of  the  letter  relating  to  the  Spani.sh  frigates  (the  original  of  which 

New  South    was  received  by  the  Neptune)  and  the  establishment  of  the  Corps 

Co^ps.  raised  for  the  service  of  this  country.! 

I  shall,  sir,  by  the  next  conveyance  inform  you  of  the  steps 
which  shall  have  been  taken  in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's 
having  been  pleased  to  permit  me  to  recommend  three  officers  of 
the  marine  detachment,  holding  the  rank  of  captain,  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  second  lieutenant,  whom  I  may  judge  most  deserving 
The  marines  of  his  Majesty's  favour,  to  be  appointed  to  a  company  to  be 
corps.^^  "^^^  raised  here  from  amongst  the  marines,  and  to  be  incorporated  in 
the  new  corps  with  the  rank  of  captain,  lieutenant,  and  ensign. 

Major  The  arrival  of  Major  Grose  J  will  enable  me  to  answer  the  ques- 

tion put  by  those  who  are  inclined  to  enlist,  whether  that  allowance 
of  spirits  which  has  been  issued  to  the  marines  is  to  be  continued 
to  the  new  corps,  and  whether  they  likewise   are  to  have  their 
rations  gratis. 
Marines  No  time  shall  be  lost  after  Major  Grose  arrives  in  sending  home 

relieved.       the  detachment  intended  to  be  relieved,  and  I  presume  that  the 

*  The  names  are  not  recorded.  f  The  New  South  Wales  Corp.s. 
}  This  officer  raised  in  England  a  special  force,  to  which  the  name  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corjis  was  given.  He  arrived  at  Sj'dne.v  in  Fehruary,  1792,  in  command  of  a 
detachment  of  the  corps,  with  a  commission  appointing  him  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
colony.  Administered  the  government  from  11  December,  1792,  to  12  December,  1794.  The 
New  South  Wales  Corps  served  in  the  colony  until  December,  1809,  when  it  was  replaced  by 
the  73rd  Regiment.    The  corps  left  Sydney  for  England,  10th  April,  1810. 


Grose. 
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corps  now  raised  for  the  service  of  this  country  will  be  very  com-       1799 
petent  for  every  service  for  which  they  may  be  wanted.  14  July. 

Returns*  are  inclosed  of  those  officers  and  privates  who  have 
arrived  in  the  Surprize,  Scarborough,  and  Neptune,  as  like- 
wise of  the  marines  in  this  settlement. 

The  directions  relative  to  the   ships    chartered   by  the  East  The  East 
India  Company  should  have  l)een  complied  with,  and  those  ships  Jompany. 
discharged  from  Government  employ  immediately  after  the  con- 
A'icts,  stores,  and  provisions  had  been  landed,  but  for  the  I'easons 
pointed  out  in  a  former  letter.    The  not  having  any  vessel  to  carry 
provisions  to  Norfolk  Island,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  and  the  Supply,  tender,  having  been  sent 
to  Batavia,  obliges  me  to  send  the  Justinian  and  Surprize  on  that  Justinian 
service,  but  which  will  not  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  much  time,  surprize. 
as  after  landing  the  stores  and  provisions  they  will  immediately 
proceed  on  their  voyage  for  China. 

You  will,   sir,  please  to  take  into   consideration  the  state  of 
Norfolk  Island,  where  the  number  of  convicts  will  increase,  and  ^j'j^,^^^'^ 
where  at  present  no  punishment  can  be  inflicted  beyond  what  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  is  authorized  to  direct. 

The  Lieutenant-Governoi',  on  the  loss  of  the  Sirius,  put  the 
island  under  martial  law,  but  against  the  continuing  of  which 
thei-e  will  be,  I  presume,  a  strong  objection,  as  the  small  military 
force  to  be  employed  there  may  throw  the  administration  of 
justice  into  the  hands  of  a  few  very  young  men.  When  Major 
Grose  arrives  one  company  will  be  sent  to  relieve  the  detachment  ^^^^^ 
now  on  duty  there,  ihe  captain  or  the  company  will  relieve  ments. 
IMajor  Ross  until  Mr.  King  returns,  or  untill  I  receive  further 
directions  ;  and  I  should  hope  that  the  power  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate will  be  found  quite  sufficient  to  keep  good  order  amongst 
the  convicts  untill  I  receive  the  necessary  instructions  on  that 
head.  I  should  gladly  increase  the  civil  power  if  I  had  the 
means,  but  Avhich  this  colony  does  not  affijrd  me. 

The  knowledge  I  have  of  Lieutenant  King,  whom  his  Majesty  Lieutenant 
lias  been  pleased  to  appoint  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk 
Island,  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  he  will  endeavour  to 
render  himself  worthy  of  that  mark  of  his  Majesty's  bounty ; 
and  I  hope  his  return  to  this  country  will  not  be  prevented  by 
the  fear  of  losing  an  opportunity  of  attaining  rank  in  the  Navy. 

I  have,   sii",  in  a  former  letter  observed  that  Norfolk   Island  Norfolk 
cannot  well  be  made  the  seat  of  Government,  not  having  a  good  Jjo'harbour. 
har]»our  or  roadstead,  without  which  ships  cannot  deliver  all  their 
cargoes,  having  no  place  in  which  they  can  be  secure  while  they 
tixke  on  board  a  necessary  quantity  of  ballast. 

I  presume  the  Admiralty  will  replace  the  Sirius,  and  one  or  Rcplace- 
two  small  vessels  are  much  wanted  ;  they  will  be  useful  on  many  !,"^"^^,°*  ^^^ 
occasions,  and  give  me  a  necessary  knowledge  of  the  coast  between 
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1790  this  harbour  and  the  South  Cape.  From  what  I  saw  when  I 
14  July,  came  on  the  coast  in  the  Supply,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  sevei'al 
good  harbours  will  be  found,  and  it  would,  sir,  be  a  very  un- 
pleasant circumstance,  after  being  settled  on  the  coast  for  such  a 
length  of  time,  to  have  those  harbours  first  made  known  by  ships 
of  a  foreign  nation.  The  circumstances  which  prevented  the 
Sirius  or  Supply  fi'om  having  been  employed  on  this  service  have 
Small  been  pointed  out  in  my  former  letters.     If  the  small  vessels  are 

sent  out  in  frame,  shipwrights  must  be  sent  out  in  them ;  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  they  may  not  [make]  the  voyage ;  they  should 
be  coppered,  and  I  have  written  to  the  Admiralty  for  that 
pui'pose.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 

New  South  Wales  Corps,  24  July,  1790.* 

Captains  : — Nicholas  Nepean,  William  Hill. 
Lieutenants : — Sydney,     John    McArthur,    Edward     Abbott  ; 
Rose  Hill,  John  Townson. 

Ensign  : — John  Thomas  Prentice. 

Sitrgeon's  Mate  : — John  Harris. 

Serjeants : — Four. 

Corporals : — Four. 

Drummers : — Four. 

Privates : — Ninety-three. 

Three  privates  had  died  since  October  22nd,  1789. 

One  drummer  and  six  privates  had  deserted. 


Marines,  24  July,  1790. 

Captains : — James  Campbell  and  James  Meredith. 
Captain-Lieuteriayit : — Watkin  Tench. 

Fij'st    Lieutenants : — John  Poulden,  James   Maitland   Shairp, 
Thomas  Davey,  Thomas  Timins. 

Second  Lieutenant : — William  Dawes. 

Adjutant  Second  Lieutenant : — John  Long. 

Quarter-master  Lieutenant : — James  Furzer. 

Jud'je- Advocate  : — David  Collins. 

Also  8  Serjeants,  8  corporals,  5  drummers,  96  privates. 


Governor  Phillip  to  The  Eight  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 
17  July.  gir,  Sydney,  July  17th,  1790. 

Having  answered    all   the    letters  with  which   you  have 
honored  me,  I  shall  once  more  advert  to  the  state  of  this  settle- 
State  onhe  nient,  in  order  to  give,  as  fully  as  is  in  my  power,  the  information 
required  as  to  the  time  in  which  I  suppose  the  colony  may  be  able 
to  support  itself  without  any  further  supplies  from  Great  Britain. 

*  The  covering'despatch,  dated  the  14th  July,  was  not  sent  until  the  25th. 
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My  letters  will,  sir,  inform  you  of  the  stores  and  provisions  we       1790 
have  received  by  tlie  ditierent  sliips  and  of  the  miseraljle  state  in     17  July, 
whicli  the  convicts  were  landed.     To  mark  the  time  it  may  be  when  win 
supposed  the  colony  will  be  able  to  support  itself  it  Avill  be  neces-  the  colony 
sary  to  point  out  those   circumstances  whicli   may   advance   or  supporting  ? 
retard  that  period.      It  will  depend  on  the  numbers  employed  in 
agriculture,  who  by  this  labour  ai'e  to  provide  for  those  who  make 
no  proAasion  for  themselves  ;    those  are  the  civil  and  military, 
those  who  are  employed  in  buildings  and  other  necessary  works, 
the  aged,  and  others  who  have  been  sent  out  incapable  of  pro- 
viding for  themselves,  and  tlie  women  and  children.      These  people 
foi-m     ...     of  the  whole  number  in  the  settlement,  and  are 
the  many  who  are  to  be  provided  for  by  the  few.      I  do  not  reckon 
on  the  little  labour  which  may  be  got  from  the  women,  tho'  some  The  women 
are  employed  in  the  fields,  and  their  numbers  will  be  increased,  chUdren. 
as  the  greatest  part  will  always  find  employment  in  making  their 
own  and  the  men's  cloathing,  and  in  the  necessary  attention  to 
their  cliildren.      The  ground  which  the  military  may  cultivate 
will  be  for  their  own  convenience,  and  nothing  from  that  quarter 
or  from  the  officers  in  the  civil  department  can  be  expected  to  be  Nothing 
brought  into  the  publick   account.      The  providing  houses    and  fi^om*^  ^ 
barracks  for  the  additional  number  of  officers  and  soldiers,  rebuild-  officers, 
ing  those  temporary  ones  which  were  erected  on  our  first  arrival, 
and  which  must  be  done  in  the  course  of  another  year,  as  well  as 
building  more  stone  houses  and  huts  for  the  convicts  as  tliey  arrive, 
will  employ  a  considerable  number  of  people ;  and  works  of  this 
kind  Avill  always  be  cariying  on.      Temporary  iDuildings,  when  we  Temporary 
first  landed,  were  absolutely  necessary ;  but  they  should  be  avoided  sh(^u]'"be 
in  future,  as  after  three  or  four  years  the  whole  work  is  to  be  begun  avoided. 
again  ;  and  the  want  of  lime  greatly  increases  the  labour  in  building 
with  bricks,  as  we  are  obliged  to  increase  the  thickness  of  the  walls, 
and  cannot  carry  them  to  any  height ;  at  the  same  time  if  any  heavy 
rains  fall  before  they  are  covered  in  they  are  considei^ably  damaged. 

Tlie  inclosed  return*  will  show  in  what  manner  the  convicts  are  Convict 
employed  at  present,  and  I  have  increased  the  number  of  those  ui".ntsr 
employed  in  clearing  the  land  for  cultivation,  as  far  as  it  will  be 
possible  to  do  it  before  next  January,  except  by  convalescents, 
from  whom  little  labour  can  be  expected. 

Experience,  sir,  has  taught  me  how  difticult  it  is  to  make  men  Unpromis- 
industrious  who  have  passed  their  lives  in  habits  of  vice  and  '"S™*  ^"*  • 
indolence.  In  some  cases  it  has  been  found  impossible ;  neither 
kindness  nor  severity  have  had  any  eifect ;  and  tho'  I  can  say 
that  the  convicts  in  general  behave  well,  there  are  many  who 
dread  punishment  less  than  they  fear  labour ;  and  those  who 
have  not  been  brought  up  to  hard  work,  which  are  by  far  the 
greatest  part,  bear  it  badly.  They  shrink  from  it  the  moment 
the  eye  of  the  overseer  is  turned  from  them. 

*  Post,  p.  363. 
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1790 

17  July. 

Rose  Hill 
farm. 


Only  one 
superinten- 
dent a 
farmer. 


Two  wood 
husband- 
men 
wanted 


Inefficient 
sui)ervisors 


Convicts 
cannot  be 
distributed. 


Clearing 
land 
arduous 
work. 


The  public  farm  at  Rose  Hill  goes  on  well,  but  the  loss  of 
the  Guardian,  which  obliged  me  to  send  many  of  the  best  men 
to  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  little  labour  which  could  be  dra^vTi 
from  those  who  remained,  when  on  so  reduced  a  ration,  has 
prevented  more  than*         acres  of  wheat,  and*  acres  of  barley 

being  sowed  this  year.     About*  bushels  of  wheat  and  barley 

remain  from  our  last  year's  crop,  and  I  hope  that  next  year  a  very 
considerable  quantity  of  ground  will  be  sown ;  but,  sir,  this 
settlement  has  never  had  more  than  one  person  to  superintend 
the  clearing  and  cultivating  ground  for  the  public  benefit,  or 
who  has  ever  been  the  means  of  bringing  a  single  bushel  of  grain 
into  the  public  granary.  One  or  two  others  have  been  so 
employed  for  a  short  time,  but  removed  as  wanting  either 
industry  or  probity  ;  and  should  the  person  who  has  at  present 
the  entire  management  of  all  the  convicts  employed  in  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  land  be  lost,  there  is  not  anyone  in  the 
settlement  to  replace  him.  Of  the  five  superintendants  sent  out 
one  only  is  a  farmer.  When  he  gets  his  health  he  will  make  a 
very  useful  man. 

I  do  not  [wish]  for  many  farmers  to  be  sent  out  as  superin- 
tendants, for  few  farmers  will  be  found  equal  to  the  charge  of  a 
considei-able  number  of  convicts ;  but  if  two  good  men  could  be 
found,  who,  as  well  as  being  good  husbandmen,  had  sufiicient 
spirit  to  discharge  the  trust  which  must  be  reposed  in  them,  they 
will  be  of  great  use.  They  will  be  necessary  as  the  number  of 
convicts  increase,  and  the  more  so  as  the  person  who  at  present 
has  that  charge  will  not  settle  in  the  country.  It  was  supposed 
that  a  suiiicient  number  of  good  farmers  might  have  been  found 
amongst  the  convicts  to  have  superintended  the  labours  of  the 
rest ;  and  men  have  been  found  who  answer  the  purpose  of 
preventing  their  straggling  from  their  work,  but  none  of  them  are 
equal  to  the  charge  of  directing  the  labour  of  a  number  of  convicts, 
with  whom  most  of  them  are  linked  by  crimes  they  would  not 
wish  to  have  brought  forward,  and  very  few  of  the  contacts  have 
been  found  to  be  good  farmers. 

You  will,  sir,  from  what  I  have  said,  see  how  impossible  it  is 
for  me  to  detach  a  body  of  convicts  to  any  distance,  as  they 
must  have  a  sufiicient  person  to  superintend  and  direct  their 
labours,  and  a  storekeeper  to  be  charged  with  their  provisions ;  nor 
do  I  at  this  moment  see  any  necessity  for  it.  The  land  at  Rose 
Hill  is  very  good,  and  in  every  respect  well  calculated  for  arable 
and  pasture  ground,  though  certainly  loaded  with  timber,  the 
removal  of  which  requires  great  labour  and  time ;  but  it  is  the 
same  with  the  whole  country  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  particular 
spots  excepted,  and  which,  as  they  cannot  at  present  be  cultivated 
by  us,  for  we  cannot  make  detachments  of  convicts,  I  proposed 
giving  to  the  first  settlers  who  came  out,  as  is  mentioned  in  my 


*  Blank  in  MS. 
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letter  Nn.   .  .  ;  and  if  settlers  should  arrive  before  I  receive  any       1~90 
further  directions  on  this  head,  and  they  should  wish  to  be  placed     n  July, 
in  such  distant  and  separate  farms,  I  presume  complying  with  this 
request    will    not   be   deemed   an  improper  deviation  from    my 
instructions. 

The  consequence  of  a  failure  of  a  crop,  when  we  no  longer 
depend  on  any  supplies  from  Great  Britain,  will  be  obvious,  and 
to  guard  against  which  is  one  reason  for  my  being  so  desirous  of 
having  a  few  settlers,  and  to  whom,  as  the  first  settlers,  I  think  Eacourag-e- 
every  possible  encouragement  should  be  given.  In  them  I  should  ^ttiers!  '^'^ 
have  some  resource  ;  and  amongst  them  proper  people  might  be 
found  to  act  in  different  capacities,  at  little  or  no  expence  to 
Government,  for  as  the  number  of  convicts  and  others  increase 
ci^*il  magistrates,  ifcc,  will  be  necessary. 

The  fixing  the   first  settlers   in  townships   will,  I  fear,  prevent  Settlers  in 
that  increase  of  live  stock  which   would  be  raised  in  farms  at  a  '^""'"s^ps- 
distance  from  a  great  body  of  people,  where  the  stock  will  be  less 
liable  to  suffer  from  the  depredations  which  may  be  expected  Depreda- 
from  the  soldier  and  the  convict,  and  against  which  there  is  no  '°°^' 
effectual  security.     The  convicts,  if  they  are  to  be  employed  by  the 
settlers,  or  those  people  they  may  bring  with  them,  A\dll  Vje  more 
industrious,  and  lay  under  less  temptation  to  be  dishonest,  if  living 
only  twenty  or  thirty  together,  and  detection  will  be  easier. 

I  wish,  sir,  to  point  out  the  great  difference  between  a  settle-  Differenee 
ment  formed  as  this  is  and  one  formed  by  farmers  and  emigrants  emi^ants 
who  have  been  used  to  labour,  and  who  reap  the  fruits  of  their  and 
own  industry.     Amongst  the  latter  few  are  idle  or  useless,  and 
they  feel  themselves  interested  in  tlieir   different  empio^Tnents. 
On  the   contrary,   amongst   the  convicts  we   have  few  who   are 
inclined  to  be  industrious,  or  who  feel   themselves  anyways  in- 
terested in  the  advantages  which  are  to  accrue  from  their  labours, 
and  we  have  many  who  are  helpless  and  a  deadweight  on  the  incum- 
settlement.    Many  of  those  helpless  wretches  who  were  sent  out  in  '''^''•^®^- 
the  first  ships  are  dead,  and  the  numbers  of  those  who  remained 
are  now  considerably  increased.     I  will,  sir,  insert  an  extract  from 
the  surgeon's  report,  who  I  directed  to  examine  these  people. 

"  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  conducts,  I  find  upwards 
of  one  hundred  who  must  ever  be  a  burden  to  the  settlement,  not  loo  useless 
being  able  to  do  any  kind  of  labour,  from  old  age  and  chronical  P'^'"*°"*- 
diseases  of  long  standing.     Amongst  the  females  there  is  one 
who  has  lost  the  use  of  her  limbs  upwards  of  three  years,  and 
amongst  the  males  two  who  are  perfect  idiots." 

Such  are  the  people  sent  from  the  different  gaols  and  from  the 
j  hulks,  where  it  is  said  the  healthy  and  the  artificers  are  retained. 
The  .sending  out  the  disordered  and  helpless  clears  the  gaols,  and  A  bad 
may  ease  the  parishes  from   wliich  they  are  sent  ;  but,  sir,  it  is  ^^^^  "'^' 
obvious  that  this  settlement,  instead  of  being  a  colony  which  is 
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1790       to  support  itself,  will,  if  the  practice  is  continued,  remain  for 
17  July,     years  a  burthen  to  the  mother  country.     The  desire  of  giving 
The  siuk       J^u  a  full  and  clear  information  on  this  head  has  made  me  enter 
list.  into  this  detail.      Of  the  nine   hundred  and  thirty  males  sent  out 

by  the  last  ships,  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  died  on  board,  and 
fifty  have  died  since  landing.  The  number  of  sick  this  day  is 
four  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  many  who  are  not  reckoned  as  sick 
have  barely  strength  to  attend  to  themselves.  Such  is  our  present 
state ;  and  when  the  last  ships  arrived  we  had  not  sixty  people 
sick  in  the  colony.  But,  sir,  I  hope  the  many  untoward  circum- 
stances which  the  colony  has  hitherto  met  with  are  now  done 
away ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  after  two  years  from  this  time 
The  we  shall  not  want  any  further  supply  of  flour.     At  the  same 

supplies!  °^  time,  I  beg  to  be  understood  that  various  accidents  may  render  a 
supply  necessaiy  after  that  time.  How  long  a  regular  supply  of 
beef  and  pork  will  be  necessary  depends  on  the  quantity  of  live 
stock  which  may  be  introduced  into  the  settlement,  and  of  its 
increase,  of  which  I  can  form  no  judgment.  The  live  stock  with 
which  we  first  landed  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  has  been 
accounted  for  in  former  letters.  We  have  not  at  present  any 
Livestock,  public  stock  in  the  settlement,  what  swine  remained  soon  after 
we  landed  having  been  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  or  distributed 
amongst  the  convicts. 

Pease  and  such  articles  as  formed  the  established  ration  will  of 
course  be  expected  by  the  regiment  and  the  Civil  Department ;  but 
flour,  beef,  and  pork  are  the  only  species  yet  received.     It  was  sup- 
Fish  no        posed  some  saving  might  have  been  made  by  the  fish  which  would 
^  ^'  have  been  caught,  but  I  have  always  found  that  the  established 

ration  was  expected  while  the  store  was  able  to  furnish  it. 
Township  at      I  am  laying  out  a  town  at  Rose  Hill,  in  which  the  principal  I 
°^^    *  ■     street  will  be  occupied  by  the  convicts ;  the  huts  are  building  at 
the  distance  of  one  hundred  feet  from  each  other,  and  each  hut  is 
to   contain  ten  convicts ;  in  these  huts   they   would   live  more 
Accommo-     comfortable  than  they  could  possibly  do  if  numbers  were  confined 
together  in  large  buildings,  and  having  good  gardens  which  they 
cultivate,  and  frequently  having  it  in  their  power  to  exchange 
vegetables  for  little  necessaries  which  the  stores  do  not  furnish, 
makes  them  begin  to  feel  the  benefits  they  may  draw  from  their 
industry.     The  huts  now  building  are  for  the  convicts  who  came 
A  street  a      out  last,  and  they  will  form  a  street  of  one  mile  in  length  and  two 
"'      hundred  feet  in  bi-eaclth.     Some  little  inconveniencies  attend  the: 
Convicts       convicts  being  so  much  dispersed,  but  the  being  indulged  with 
gardens!^      having  their  own   gardens   is  a  spur  to  industry,   which  they 
would  not  have  if  employed  in  a  publick  gaixlen,  tho'  intirely  for 
their  own  benefit,  as  they  never  seemed  to  think  it  was  their.j 
own ;  and  I  do  not  find  that  many  of  these  people  who  have  now 
been  some  months  in  huts,  and  consequently  more  at  liberty  than 
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they  would  lie  if  nu!nl)er.s  were  coufiued  together,  have  abused       1793 
the  coiitideiice  phxced  in  them  ;  when  they  have,  it  has  Ijeeu  only     17  July. 
by  robbing  a  garden. 

The  convicts  "vvho  will  occupy  the  huts  now  building  will  be 
removed  in  a  few  years  to  cultivate  lands  at  a  distance,  and  I 
should  suppose  that  settlers  will  hereafter  be  glad  to  build  on  the 
ground,  which  will  remain  the  property  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  The  future. 
all  the  lands  to  a  certain  distance  round  the  settlement,  and 
increase  in  its  value. 

Now,  sir,  in  consequence  of  what  is  said  in  the  letter  which 
accompanied  the  directions  for  granting  lands,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  to  your  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Crown,  and  in  nowise  distressing  to  those 
to  whom  lands  may  be  granted,  if,  in  the  room  of  the  fine  of  one 
shilling  to  be  paid  for  every  fifty  acres  of  land,  a  small  proportion 
of  grain  was  to  be  paid  to  the  Ci'own,  after  the  expiration  of  ten  Grain  as 
or  fifteen  years,  was  to  be  paid  for  every  acre  of  grain  sown.  "^"*'' 

The  quantity  being  small  would  not,  I  apprehend,  be  felt  by  the 
cultivator  of  lands  not  subject  to  any  other  tythe,  and  would 
hereafter  furnish  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  grain  for  the 
service  of  the  troops. 

There  may  be  oVjjections  to  a  fine  of  this  nature  which  I  do 
not  see,  and  I  only  give  an  opinion  on  a  matter  with  which  I  am 
so  little  acquainted,  as  being  desired  to  point  out  any  regulation 
which  might  appear  to  me  as  tending  to  the  advantages  o'f  the 
colony,  and  which  will,  I  presume,  hereafter  support  its  garrison. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  everything  The  best  will 
which  is  possible  shall  be  done  to  render  supplies  of  provisions    ^  °°®' 
from  England  no  longer  necessary,  and  to  make  this  colony  answ^er 
the  intentions  of  Government,  in  which  I  feel  myself  so  much 
interested,  and  which  has  ever  been  the  guide  of  my  conduct, 
independent  of  every  other  consideration.  I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 

General  Return  of  Male  Convicts. 

Sydney,  23rd  July,  1790.*  23  July. 
Forty  making  bricks  and  tiles  ;  50  bringing  in  bricks,  etc.,  for  the 
new  store-house  (N.B. — This  is  only  a  temporary  employment, 
these  men  being  intended  for  agriculture  at  Rose  Hill  in  a  few 
days) ;  19  bricklayers  and  laljourers  employed  in  building  a  store 
and  huts  at  Rose  Hill ;  8  carpenters  employed  at  the  new  store,  and 
ill  building  huts  at  Rose  Hill ;  9  men  who  can  work  with  the  axe, 
ind  who  assist  the  carpenters  ;  2  sawyers  ;  9  smiths  ;   10  watch- 

*  This  return,  it  will  be  observed,  is  of  later  date  tliaii  the  despatch  with  whicli  it  was 
•-lit.  The  discrepauey  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  tlie  despatch,  tlioufjh  written  on  the 
17th  July,  was  not  forwarded  until  the  25tli,  when  the  Lady  Juliana  sailed.  The  fact  that 
lie  Commissary's  return  (p.  365)  is  of  later  date  than  Phillip's  letter  to  Ncpean  is  accounted 
or  in  the  same  wav. 


V 
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1790  men  ;  40  receiving  provisions  and  stores  from  the  ships  ;  12 
23  July,  employed  on  the  roads — mostly  convalescents  ;  1 8  bringing  in 
timber  ;  4  stonemasons  ;  10  employed  in  the  boats  ;  3  wheel- 
wrights ;  6  employed  in  the  stores ;  38  employed  by  the  officers, 
Civil  and  Military  Departments,  at  their  farms  (these  men  will 
be  employed  for  the  public  when  the  relief  takes  place)  ;  2 
assistants  to  the  provost-martial ;  3  gardeners  and  labourers  em- 
ployed by  the  Governor ;  3  coopers ;  6  shoemakers ;  4  taylors ; 
5  bakers ;  6  attending  the  sick  at  the  hospital ;  3  barbers ;  3 
gardeners  and  others  employed  at  the  hospital ;  3  employed  by  the 
Governor  bringing  in  of  wood — 316  at  work;  413  sick.  Total,  729. 

At  Rose  Hill. 
Two  employed  at  the  store  ;  3  servants  to  the  three  superinten- 
dants ;  1  employed  in  taking  care  of  the  stock  ;  2  employed  at 
the  hospital ;  5  men  who  work  with  the  axe,  building  huts ;  1 
baker ;  1  cook  ;  4  boys  variously  employed ;  1  assistant  to  the 
provost-martial ;  3  thatchers ;  1  serv^ant  to  the  storekeeper ;  1 
servant  to  the  assistant  surgeon;  4  overseers;  25  sick;  113 
cleai'ing  and  cultivating  the  ground;  12  sawyers.     Total,  176. 


19  July.  ISTORFOLK  ISLAND PROCLAMATION. 

By  his  Honour  the  Lieut. -Governor  and  Council. 
The  Lieut.-Governor  and  Council  having  judged  it   absolutely 
necessary  that  as  long  as  the  birds  at  Mount  Pitt  are  to  be  hadi 
in  such  abundance,  and  as  the  season  of  the  year  is  approachiag 
for  the  boats  to  be  employed  in  fishmg,  that  there  should  not  be 
Issue  of  beef  any  more  salt  beef  or  pork  issued  from  the  store  until  those  most 
suspended     ^'fihiable  resources  should  fail  us  ;  and  as  it  is  very  possible  that 
for  some  months  longer  we  may  find  ourselves  disappointed  of  the 
supplies  we  have  so  long  expected  from  Europe,  and  to  prolong 
as  much  as  possible  some  small  proportion  of  animal  food  to  every 
body  before  it  is  entirely  exhausted,  we  have  therefore  orderec 
that  the  ration  of  beef  and  pork  should  not  be  issued  until  f  urthei 
orders. 

Done  at  Head-quarters,  this  19th  July,  1790. 

RoBT.  Ross 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  INepean. 

24  July.  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  July  24th,  1790. 

As  the  iron  mills  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  grinding 

wheat  are  easily  rendered  useless,  and  destroyed,  and  will  requir 

great  labor  to  grind  corn  for  a  considerable  number  of  people 

wind-mills    wind-mills  will  be  wanted,  and  for  the  sending  out  of  which  I  am  t 

wanted.        request  that  you,  sir,  will  take  the  necessary  steps,  if  it  is  approve'. 

of  by  Mr.  Secretary  Grenville,  to  whom  I  have  written  on  th 

subject. 
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A  miller 
necessary. 


As  we  have  not  any  good  millwright  in  the  colony,  I  presume 
some  convicts  who  have  been  brought  up  in  that  branch  might 
l)e  procured.  A  miller  will  be  necessary,  and  as  he  will  have  a  trust 
reposed  in  him  he  should  not  be  a  convict. 

No  butter,  oil,  or  pease  have  been  received  for  the  use  of  the  Deficient 
colony.     At  present  there  are  not  any  spirits  in  the  settlement,  to  supplies. 
continue  which  for  three  years  a  promise  was  made  to  the  marines 
when  they  were  embarked  ;  nor  will  there  be  any  for  the  officers 
!of  the  Civil  Department  until  sent  out,  if  intended  to  be  continued. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  of  the  following  accident :  a  boat  Boat 
which  had  been  down  the  harbour  fishing,   was,   on  its   return,  accident. 
pursued  by  a  whale,  who  overset  the  boat,   by  which  accident  a 
midshipman,  Mr.  John  Ferguson,  and  two  marines  were  drowned. 
I  have,  etc.,  A.  Phillip. 

A  return  of  the  number  of  people  in  the  colony  is  enclosed. 

[Enclosure.] 

Total  number  of  people  victualled  in  New  South  Wales  and  its 

Dependencies,  the  25th  of  July,  1790. 


Governor 

Marine  Detachment 

Do     Wives     . . 

Do     Children 
New  South  Wales  Corps 
Women  of  do 

Children  of         do 

Ciril         

Women 

Superintendants 

Children  of    do . . 

Lt.  Maxwell,  invalided  from  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirins 

Lt.   Ed^ar,    superintendant,    from    the    Lady  Juliana 

transport 
Surgeon  Mr.  Alley,  from  do 
Wives  of  convicts 
Children  of    do 
Convicts,  Male  . . 

Do         Female 

Do         Children 
Belonging  to  the  Sirius 

Do               Supply 
Natives 

At  Norfolk  Island. 
Lieut.-Oovenior 
Marine  Detachment 

Do     Wives 

Do     Children 

Cinl         

Convicts,  Male  . . 

Do         Fenvde 

Do         Children 
Belont'inif  to  the  Sirius 
Free  Men 


Total  No.  victuall'd 


N 

0. 

No.  vic- 

Total 

victuall'd 

tuall'd  at 

No. 

at  Sydney. 

Rose  Hill. 

victuall'd. 

1 

1 

116 

"9' 

12.5 

26 

1 

27 

40 

3 

43 

87 

16 

103 

11 

11 

12 

.   . . 

12 

9 

2 

11 

2 

2 

3 

"2' 

5 

1 



1 

la 

}    ■' 

2 

1 

1 

6 

*  .  .   * 

6 

5 

.') 

729 

in 

908 

316 

42 

3.5S 

41 

6 

47 

44 

44 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1,71,'5 

.. 

1 

93 

4 

1 

1 

101 

100 

36 

94 

3 

.624 

_1,715_ 

2,239 



25  July. 


New  South 
Wales. 


Norfolk 
Island. 


Jno.  Palmer,  Commissary. 


366 


HISTORICAL    RECORDS    OF   NEW   SOUTH    WALES. 


1790 

26  July. 


Wathen's 
kindness. 


Wilberforco. 


Voyage  to 
the  Cape. 


Violent 
storm. 


Dutch 
avarice. 


The 
Guardian. 


Captain  Hill*  to  —  Wathen. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  July  26th,  1790. 

Fain  would  I  give  you  my  warmest  thanks,  and  tell  you  of 
the  great  affection  I  bear  you  for  those  genuine,  disinterested,  and 
animated  exertions  of  kindness  you  poured  upon  me  when  I 
wanted  your  assistance  ;  but  my  pen  is  even  incompetent  to  give 
you  a  faint  idea  how  high  the  pulse  of  gratitude  beats  within 
me.  My  heart,  I  hope,  is  too  honest  not  to  look  on  flatterers  in 
a  very  despicable  point  of  view,  tho'  it  cannot  but  approve  of 
eulogy,  which  is  no  other  than  paying  a  just  tribute  of  praise, 
and  my  mind  would  feel  an  insupportable  burthen  were  I  not 
permitted  to  evince  to  you  its  sense  of  love  and  duty  of  so 
worthy  a  benefactor.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  write  to  Mr. 
Will^erforce,  gi\'ing  him  the  underneath  account  of  our  voyage, 
and  the  situation  of  this  colony.  I  meant  not  to  intrude,  and  hope 
I  have  not  done  wrong ;  if  I  have,  I  can  only  lament  it,  and  plead 
in  excuse  that  I  had  not  you  to  consult. 

Copy  of  the  narrative  part :— "  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate 
the  variableness  of  the  winds  and  trifling  occurrences  that  haj)pened 
in  our  route  to  the  Cape ;  I  will,  therefore,  only  remark  that  we 
sailed  from  Cowes  Harbour  the  17th  January,  and  arrived  in  False 
Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  1 3tli  April ;  that  our  voyage  might 
be  deemed  a  very  prosperous  one  so  far,  as  we  passed  the  Line  with 
few  calms,  and  those  of  short  duration,  nor  had  we  any  bad  weather 
till  we  wex*e  in  sight  of  that  tremendous  promontory.  Well  might 
its  discoverer,  Bartholomew  Dioz,  name  it  Cabo  de  Tormentoso,  or 
Stormy,  we  met  so  violent  a  tempest,  which  continued  for  six  and 
thirty  hours,  that  left  us  no  room  even  to  hope  an  escape  from  a 
watery  grave.  It  being  the  winter  season  at  our  arrival  was  the 
reason  of  our  anchoring  in  False  Bay  as  the  safest  harbour,  other- 
wise Table  Bay,  in  fine  weather  or  in  the  summer  season,  is  much 
to  be  preferred,  being  contiguous  to  the  Cape  Town.  We  found  the 
Dutch  answer  minutely  the  character  given  of  them  by  traA'ellers; 
a  change  of  clime,  which  is  generally  believed  to  produce  a  change 
of  constitution  and  disposition,  has  not  abated  one  tittle  of  their 
propensity  to  avarice.  Their  governors  are  merchants,  and  mono- 
polise the  whole  stock  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  will  not 
supply  the  shipping  but  at  an  advance  of  five  or  six  hundred  per 
cent.  Here  I  had  some  conversation  with  the  unfortvmate  Mr. 
Riou,  of  the  Guardian ;  the  loss  of  his  ship  will  be  severely  felt  by 
this  colony,  and  I  much  fear  the  Dutch  are  taking  every  advan- 
tage of  his  situation,  charging  enormous  sums  for  warehouse  room 

*  Second  Captain  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.  He  went  to  Port  Jackson  on  board 
the  transport  Surprize,  in  charge  of  a  detachment.  The  gentleman  to  whom  he  writes  was 
a  friend  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  philanthropist,  to  whom'the  narrative  was  first  sent.  In 
the  MS.  the  name  is  given  as  "  Wathen"  sinijil)'.  Captain  Hill's  benefactor  was  probably 
Samuel  Wathen,  of  Woodstock,  Gloucester,  sheriff  of  the  county.  He  was  knighted  16th  j 
March,  1803.  Vide  "Annual  Register,"  vol.  xlv,  pp.  482,  531.  A  copy  of  Captain  Hill's 
letter  appears  to  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Admiralty. 
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Hiid  fresh  provisions  for  the  men,  so  that  the  cargo  must,  ere  now,       1790 
l)e  insufficient  to  defray  the  cost.      We  left  the  Cape  the  29th     26  July, 
of  April,  iind  anchored  in  this  beautiful  harbour  the  26th  of  June.  pQ,,^ 
"Would  I  could  draw  an  eternal  shade  over  the  remembrance  of  Jackson. 
this  miserable  part  of  our  voyage — miserable,   not  so   much   in 
itself,  as  rendered  so  by   the  villany,   oppression,   and  shameful 
peculation  of  the  masters  of  two  of  the  transports.      The  bark  I 
was  on  board  of  was,  indeed,  unfit,  f i*om  her  make  and  size,  to  be  Ship  unsea- 
sent  so  great  a  distance  ;  if  it  blew  Ijut  the  most  trifling  gale  she  "'°''"^-^- 
was  lost  in  the  waters,  of  which  she  shipped  so  much ;  that,  from 
the  Cape,  the  unhappy  wretches,  the  convicts,  were  considerably- 
above  their  waists  in  water,  and  the  men  of  my  company,  whose 
berths  were  not  so  far  forward,  were  nearly  up  to  the  middles.     In 
this  situation  they  were  ol)liged,  for  the  safety  of  the  ship,  to  be  Sufiferinj?s 
pen'd  down  ;  Ijut  ^^'hen  the  gales  abated  no  means  were  used  to  °"  ^^^'■'^ 
purify  the  air  by  fumigations,  no  vinegar  was  applied  to  rectify 
the    nauseous    steams    issuing    from    their    miserable    dungeon. 
Humanity  shudders  to  think  that  of  nine  hundred  male  convicts 
embarked  in  this  fleet,  three  hundred  and  seventy  are  already 
dead,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  are  landed  sick  and  so  emaciated  *^''^^*,-. . 
and  helpless  that  very  few,  if  any  of  them,  can  be  saved  by  care 
or  medicine,  so  that  the  sooner  it  pleases  God  to  remove  them  the 
better  it  will  be  for  this  colony,  which  is  not  in  a  situation  to 
bear  any  burthen,  as  I  imagine  the  medicine-chest  to  be  nearly 
exhausted,  and  provisions  are  a  scarce  article.     The  irons  used  lu-treat- 
upon  these  unhappy  wretches  were  barbarous.     The  contractors  "onyjc^j 
had  been  in  the  Guinea  trade,  and  had  put  on  board  the  same 
shackles  used  by  them  in  that  trade,  which  are  made  with  a  short 
bolt,  instead  of  chains  that  drop  between  the  legs  and  fasten  with 
a  bandage  about   the  waist,  like  those  at   the  difFei-ent    gaols  ;  cruel 
these  bolts  were  not  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  foot  in  length,  fetters. 
so  that  they  could  not  extend  either  leg  from  the  other  more  than 
an  inch  or  two  at  most ;  thus  fettered,  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  move  but  at  the  risk  of  both  their  legs  being  broken.      In- 
activity at  sea  is  a  sure  bane,  as  it  invites  the  scurvy  equal  to,  if 
not  more  than,  salt  provisions ;  to  this  they  were  consigned,  as 
well  as  a  miserable  pittance  of  provisions,  altho'  the  allowance  by  insufficient 
Government  is  ample  ;  even  when  attacked  by  disease  their  situa-  ^'^'^■ 
tions  were  not  altered,  neither  had  they  any  comforts  administered. 
The  slave  trade  is  merciful  compared  with  what  I  have  seen  in  woise  tiian 
this  fleet ;  in  that  it  is  the  interests  of  the  masters  to  preserve  the  the  slave 
healths  and  lives  of  their  captives,  they  having  a  joint  benefit 
with  the  owners ;  in  this,  the  more  they  can  withhold  from  the 
unhappy  wretches  the  more  provisions  they  have  to  dispose  of  at 
a  foreign  market,  and   the  earlier  in  the   voyage  they  die  the 
longer  they  can  draw  the  deceased's  allowance  to  themselves  ;  for  p^.Qf,i  p,,^  ^f 
I  fear  few  of  them  are  honest  enough  to  make  a  just  return  of  the  the  deal. 
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dates  of  their  deaths  to  their  employers.      It,  therefore,  highly 
concerns  Government  to  lodge,  in  future,  a  controlling  power  in 
each  ship  over  these  low-lifed,  barbarous  masters,  to  keep  them 
honest,  instead  of  giving  it  to  one  man  (an  agent)  who  can  only 
see  what  is  going  forward  in  his  ship.    As  there  will  be,  generally, 
officers  of  the  Navy  coining  out,  men  disinterested  and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  possessing  humanity,  and  that  point  of  honour  which  is 
expected  from  the  profession,  that  power  can  nowhere  be  better 
lodged  than  in  them.     My  feelings  never  have  been  so  wounded 
as  in  this  voyage,  so  much  so,  that   I  never  shall  recover  my 
accustomed  vivacity  and  spirits  ;  and  had  I  been  empowered,  it     i 
would  have  been  the  most  grateful  task  of  my  life  to  have  pre-     ' 
vented  so  many  of  my  fellow-creatures  so  much  misery  and  death. 
It  is  now  our  winter  season,  and  had  I  superior  abilities  to 
any  man  that  ever  wrote  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  convey 
to  your  mind  a  just  idea  of  this  beautiful  heavenly  clime.      Suffer 
your  imagination  to  enter  the  regions  of  fiction,  and  let  fancy  in 
her  liveliest  moment  paint  an  elysium,  it  will  fall  far  short  of  this 
delightful  weather.     It  is  well  we  have  something  to  keep  up  our 
spirits,  everything  else  but  climate  is  unpromising,  and  did  the 
gloomy  months  prevail  here  as  in  England,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable   that    the    next    reinforcement,  on    arrival,  would    find    a 
desolated  colony.     At  this  moment  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  guide 
my  pen  ;  were  it  honourable,  I  surely  would  put  the  present  state 
of  this  colony  in  more  than  a  favourable  point  of  view,  because  a 
true  and  just  narration  may  shew  an  inefficacy  in  the  goA^ernment 
of  this  isle,  may  evince  that  the  measures  pursued  here  are  on  too 
contracted  a  principle,  and  will  never  answer  to  the  means  and 
intentions  of  the  British  Government ;  and  as  I  am  well  persuaded, 
nothing  draws  on  persecution  by  those  in  power  sooner  than  the 
speaking  of    disagreeable  truths,  'tis    therefore  I  would  not  be 
particular  in  stating  facts  had  you  not  a  claim  on  me  for  truth. 
I  look  upon  it  as  unpardonable,  not  having  a  greater  knowledge 
of  the  country,  the  same  pains  that  have  been  taken  to  explore 
would,  if  rightly  planned,  have  been  successful.      A  party  is  sent 
out  with  a  few  days'  provisions  on  their  backs,  perhaps  as  much 
as  they  can  well  carry ;  this,  with  other  impediments,  prevents 
them  from  getting  over  much  ground,  and  they  consequently  are 
obliged  to  return  with  the   knowledge  only  of  a  few   miles   of 
country ;  yet  there  are  two  or  three  colts  and  their  dams  in  the 
colony  that  would  be  the  better  for  gentle  work,  and  to  burthen 
them  but  slightly  with  provisions  would  be  a  means  of  penetrating 
twenty  times  as  far  as  we  already  have  ;  but  effectually  to  do  so,| 
depots  should  have  been  formed  soon  after  Governor  Phillip'sj 
arrival,  which,  had  he  placed  progressively  as   he  advanced  onj 
discovery,  he  might  by  this  period  have  transmitted  to  England: 
an  ample  knowledge  of  a  great  part  of  this  territory. 
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that  purpose  ;  the  ground  they  generally  feed  on  is,  apparently,     20  July. 

\ery  line,  and  not  quite  so  woody,  and  much  to  be  preferred  to 

that  which  surrounds  our  settlement,  which  is  little  better  than  a  a  sandy 

sandy  desert.     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  of  this  immense  desert. 

tract  be  free  from  wood,  and  has  a  diversity  of  soil  and  country 

equal  to  any  ;  yet  what  we  have  already  seen,  even  the  best,  such 

as  the  settlement  at  Rose  Hill,  that  maiden  land,  will  not  produce 

the  quantity  that  is  sown  after  the  first  year  without  srreat  quan-  „ 

i-^-  n  j>        1  •   1        n     ,  1  .       ,        T  .       .     " ,  ^,  Poor  soil. 

titles  or  manure,  01  which  all  the  stock  that   is  in  the  colony 

would  not  make  so  much  as  is  covenanted  to  be  put  on  an  estate 
in  England  of  thirty  pounds  annual  value.     I  have  heard  (and  I 
beg  to  remark  it  only  as  hearsay,  being  no  politician)  that  above  q^j.^  pj  „, 
half  a  million  has  been  expended  already  in  planting  and  support-  colony. 
ing  this  colony,  and  must  lament  that  there  are  no  means  used, 
or  even   thought  of,   to    remove    the    burthen    from    my  native 
country.      Had  half  that  sum  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
cattle  this  place  had  now  been  tenable,  and  we  should  have  wanted  Cattle 
vei-y  little,  if  any,  assistance  from  the  British  Government  :  we  ^^■'^"*^*'- 
might  by  this  time  have  established  a  market,  and  improved  the 
lands  unincumbered  with  timber,  by  manure  and  culture  ;  as  it 
is,  two  or  three  thousand  souls  are  continued  to  be  fed  with  salt  Dependence 
rations,  flour,  and  every  other  necessary  provisions  from  England,  upon  salt 
neither  can  it  be  otherwise  till  other  steps  are  taken,  and  even  then  P'"'*^  "^"^"^• 
it  will  require  great  time.     That  is  a  melancholy  truth,  and  galls  on 
reflection,  that  so  many  should  be  subsisted  without  making  the 
smallest  return,  or  even  a  possibility  of  it  while  the  same  measuresare 
pursued  by  our  chief.  All  here,  the  oflicer,  soldier,  sailor,  and  convict,  ah  treated 
have  the  same  ration  allowed  by  the  Governor ;  and  to  enter  no  '^'*e- 
farther  into  the  detail  of  our  miserable  existence,  I  will  give  you  a 
ju.st  account  how  I  am  situated,  which  is  preferable  to  many  by  my 
being  second  captain  in  the  regiment,  consequently  entitled  to  a  uigeraWc 
second  choice   of  quarters.      Here  I   am,  living   in   a  miserable  quarters, 
thatched   hut,  without  kitchen,  without  a  garden,  with  an  acri- 
monious blood  by  my  ha\ing  been  nearly  six  months  at  sea,  and 
tho'  little  better  than  a  leper,  obliged  to  live  on  a  scanty  pittance 
of  salt  provision,  without  a  vegetable,  except  when  a  good-natured  Unwholc- 
neighbour  robs  his   own   stomach   in  compassion  to  me  ;  not  a  **°"'^ .. 
niouthfull  of  fresh  meat  to  be  obtained,  and  if,  rarely,  such  a  thing 
should  present  itself,  not  to  be  purchased  but  at  an  exorbitant 
price  (eighteen  pence  per  ff).).      Fish  is  Ijy  no  means  plenty,  at 
lea.st,  they  are  not  caught  in  abundance — not  enough  to  supply  pish  scarce 
the  sick  ;  but,  should  one  be  offered  for  sale,  'tis  by  far  too  dear  anu  dear, 
for  an  officer's  pocket.     Tho'  I  have  been  here  so  little  time,  yet, 
^Nhen  my  salt  ration  has  been  set  before  me  unaccompanied  by 
either  vegetable,  vinegar,  or  other  thing  to  render  it  palatable  or 
wholesome,  I  have  felt  the  contention,  between  hunger,  etc.,  as 
2  B 
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described  by  Sterne  of  the  pannier'd  ass.  A  soldier  should  endure 
all  hardships  chearfully  when  the  service  requires  it,  but  when 
they  are  occasioned  by  ignorance,  incompetency,  injustice,  or 
oppression,  he  has  a  right  to  complain.  With  a  wish  to  pre- 
serve my  health  as  much  as  possible  from  the  inroads  of  scurvy, 
and  counteract  the  eftects  of  the  diabolical  morsel  I  am  daily 
obliged  to  eat,  I  purchased  some  wine,  being  a  vegetable  juice, 
and  obtained  it  as  a  favour — port  wine  at  forty  shillings  the 
dozen,  and  sheriy  fifty.  I  had  also  the  offer,  a  few  days  ago,  of 
three  small  pigs,  very  poor,  and  not  old  enough  for  roasters  ;  my 
mouth  litei'ally  watered  at  the  sight  of  them,  but  the  price  of 
fifteen  shillings  each  was  too  great  for  my  pui'se  ;  I  therefore  had 
the  resolution  to  withstand  the  powers  of  appetite,  which  were 
very  acute.  Soap  is  from  three  to  four  shillings  the  pound  ;  bad 
Irish  salt  butter,  eighteen  pence ;  sugar,  two  shillings  ;  flour, 
when  any  can  be  bought,  a  shilling ;  teas  exorbitantly  dear. 
So  that  from  a  principle  of  saving,  and  induced  by  a  laudable 
motive  (I  hope),  I  have  journeyed  thus  far  to  live  miserably  and 
yet  to  spend  every  farthing  of  my  income,  which  would  have  sup- 
ported me  A'ery  comfortably,  if  not  genteely,  in  England.  In 
America  the  officers  and  settlers  had  grants  of  land  in  proportion 
to  their  rank ;  but  those  of  the  marines  who  are  now  here,  and 
have  borne  every  hardship,  have  no  such  thing,  neither  is  there 
an  intention  of  giving  each  their  portion.  In  my  humble  opinion 
nothing  can  be  more  impolitic.  Industry  is  the  first  essential  to 
the  welfare  of  any  kingdom,  consequently  all  measures  that  are 
adopted  to  promote  it  are  highly  commendable  ;  and  I  am  well 
persuaded  Britain  will  not  thank  our  Governor  for  acting,  not 
only  on  a  mean,  but  on  an  unstable  plan,  to  the  great  disqviiet  of 
every  individual  in  the  colony,  and  the  certainty  of  bringing  an 
endless  burthen  on  the  mother  country.  It  rests  with  you,  sir,  to 
give  much  or  little  credit  to  the  public  accounts  of  this  place :  you 
will  know  that  many  in  a  public  character,  impulsed,  perhaps,  by 
vanity,  or  other  hobljy  horsical  frailties,  perhaps  the  love  of  govern- 
ing, have  been  led,  first  to  deceive  themselves,  and  then  impose  error 
on  the  world.  Tho'  it  may  appear  to  you  I  write  animated,  I 
hope  you  will  consider  I  write  as  an  honest  man ;  he  that  adds 
ought,  or  diminishes  ought,  in  narrative,  can  have  no  pretensions 
to  the  gentlenaan.  I  have  been  misled  in  the  opinion  of  the  land 
at  Rose  Hill,  and  here  beg  to  rectify  the  mistake.  It  produces 
the  first  year  nearly  sevenfold,  the  second  year  not  so  much,  and 
the  thii'd  year  rather  better  than  the  seed  sown  ;  afterwards,  by 
sowing  a  bu  shell  you  may  probably  reap  a  quart  or  two.  The 
natives  continue  to  shun  us.  I  have  not  yet  seen  one,  except  a 
boy  and  girl  we  have  in  the  colony,  who  begin  to  speak  our 
lanijuajje,  and  have  no  wish  to  leave  us.  It  must  be  admitted 
there  are  now  great  obstacles  to  our  establishing  an  intercourse 
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with  them  ;  but  were  we  uniform  in  our  plans,  and  earnest  in  our       1790 
wishes  to  accomplish  it,  'tis  very  practicable.     Here  is  an  ample     26  July, 
field  for  the  botanist  or  naturalist,  the  most  beautiful  shrubs,  and 
the  greatest  A-ariety  of  any  in  the  world.     The  plumage  of  the  birds  Beautiful 
is  uncommonly  beautiful,  some  of  which  (as  I  am  informed)  are  a  pJai.ts!"' 
new  species,  or  rather  nondescripts,  such  as  the  emu,  having  no 
wings,  but  they  run  very  fast.      Seven  officers  have  dined  abun- 
dantly oft"  the  sidesman  or  sidebone  of  this  creature,  which  cut  up  An  emu  for 

T  .  Ti  !•  r.  1  ^      •      -J.      •  dinner. 

.•md  ^\■as  in  appearance  like  a  loin  or  veal,  such  is  its  immense 
size.  I  shall  collect  various  seeds,  birds,  plumage,  and  other 
curiosities  of  the  natives,  some  of  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
of  transmitting  to  you. 

'•I  am  going,  on  Monday  next,  in  company  with  Capt.  Tench  Anexplor- 
and  Lieut.  Dawes,  of  the  marines,  on  a  week's  excursion,  to  ^"°  ^'' 
explore  westward ;  it  is  a  severe  business,  as  we  sleep  in  the 
woods  without  covering,  and  the  mornings  and  evenings  are 
excessive  cold.  They  are  gentlemen  whose  minds  are  highly 
cultivated,  and  of  great  scientific  knowlege  ;  I  therefore  antici- 
pate the  mental  satisfaction  I  must  receive  with  them,  which 
I  am  persuaded  will  outweigh  a  few  corporeal  hardships.  If  we 
should  make  any  discoveries  worthy  of  remark,  I  shall  think  it 
an  honour  being  suftered  to  pen  them  to  you." 

Thus,  my  dear  sir,  have  I  written  to  your  friend.  I  can  con- 
vey to  your  mind  no  better  information  on  this  subject."  I  will 
only  add  that  I  shall  not  only  feel  it  my  duty,  but  that  I  possess  a  duty. 
every  wish  to  convey  the  like  intelligence  and  make  the  same 
collections  for  you.  I  will  now,  previous  to  my  concluding  this 
tiresome  epistle,  enquire  after  your  health,  which  I  do  most 
anxiously,  tlio'  I  must  acknowledge  there  are  many  of  my 
acquaintances  and  friends  that  I  should  feel  more  sorrow  at 
loosing,  Ijut  foi"  this  reason  only,  they  are  less  fitted  to  depart.  I 
need,  therefore,  only  say  I  wish  you  happiness  here  ;  your  con- 
duct will  insure  you  it  in  another  world.  I  also  beg,  most 
respectfully,  to  offer  my  kindest  wishes  for  Mrs.  Wathen's  health, 
as  well  as  your  amiable  niece's.  Miss  Coope's  ;  pray  make  me 
remembered  to  her,  as  an  old  Glostershii-e  acquaintance,  in  the 
warmest  manner.  I  take  the  liberty,  also,  to  say  I  felt  inter- 
ested for  the  welfare  of  IMi's.  Watlien,  your  niece,  tho'  she  was 
the  acquaintance  only  of  a  few  hours  ;  and  amidst  the  amiable 
groupe  I  cannot  forget  my  friend,  Mr.  Phipps,  whose  wonderful 
understanding,  as  it  expands  and  ripens  by  years,  must  be  the 
admiration  of  the  age,  and  whose  soft  and  happy  dis2:)osition  will 
be  his  greatest  ornament.  I  write  in  the  fulness  of  my  heart, 
and  from  a  warmth  of  aftection  which  I  must  ever  l)ear  you  all. 
I  pray  you  accept  it  as  such,  and  belie\"e  me,  with  all  possible 
respect  and  gratitude.  I  am,  I'^'c, 

W.  Hill. 
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Lieutenant   Fowell*  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Batavia,  July  30th,  1790. 

Since  T  wrote  to  you  last,  which  was  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  we  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  Sirius.  It  happened 
at  Norfolk  Island  on  the  19th  of  March,  where  she  went  on  the 
rocks  in  Sydney  Bay,  in  a  great  surf,  and  was  an  entire  wreck  in 
less  than  ten  minutes  ;  happily  all  the  people  got  safely  on  shore. 
Captain  Hunter,  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  ship's  company,  are 
still  at  Norfolk.  He  sent  me  with  the  remainder  part  of  the 
people  in  the  Supply  to  Port  Jackson  with  the  sad  news. 

As  there  was  not  any  relief  arrived  the  Governor  dispatched 
the  Supply  to  Batavia,  there  to  take  up  a  vessel  and  load  her  with 
provisions,  and  it  being  thought  necessary  an  officer  ought  to  be 
put  on  board  her.  The  Governor  sent  me  in  the  Supply  for  that 
purpose.  On  the  passage  to  this  place  we  discovered  a  large  track 
of  land  extending  from  10°  50'  s'h  latitude  to  about  7°  30',  and 
from  162°  30'  east  longitude  to  about  161°,  and  two  islands,  the 
smallest  of  which  is  named  Tench's  Island  ;  it  lays  in  latitude 
1°  39'  s.,  and  in  150°  30'  east  longitude  :  the  other  is  called 
Prince  William  Henry  Island ;  it  lays  in  latitude  1  °  15'  s.  longitude 
149°  50'  east. 

We  then  stood  for  the  equinoctial  line,  which  we  crossed  in 
longitude  146°  30'  east.  It  was  intended  to  have  gone  through 
the  straits  of  Macassar,  but  as  we  drew  near  it  we  found  that  the 
westerly  monsoon  had  set  in,  which  rendered  that  passage  impractic- 
able, and  obliged  us  to  go  to  the  eastward  of  Celebes  and  through 
the  Spice  Island.s.  Nothing  particular  happened  till  the  5th  of 
July,  when  we  made  the  Island  of  Java,  and  the  next  afternoon 
gob  safe  into  Batavia  road. 

A  vessel  is  hired  from  the  Shebander,t  which,  he  says,  is  about 
300  tonsj  ;  in  her,  after  she  is  loaded,  I  am  to  return  to  Port  Jack- 
son. The  Supply  will  be  ready  much  sooner  than  it  is  possible  she 
can  be  got  ready,  and  Mr.  Ball  means  to  proceed  for  Port  Jackson 
and  leave  me  to  follow.  My  anxiety  for  returning  is  very  great, 
as  we  hear  of  some  vessels  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  May 
bound  for  Port  Jackson  ;  by  them  I  expect  to  hear  whether  I  am 
confirmed.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  say  Governor  Phillip  still 
continues  his  kindness  to  me,  and  on  Lieut.  Maxwell  being  invalided 
appointed  me  second  lieutenant,  for  all  which  I  am  to  thank  you 
as  being  the  occasion  of  it ;  and  I  hope  my  conduct  has  been  such 
SLfi  to  merit  your  kind  attention,  and  that  my  future  may  be  such 
as  to  recommend  myself  to  your  friendly  protection, 

I  am,  etc., 

Newton  Fowell. 


*  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Sirius. 
f    t  A  shebander,  according  to  the  Imperial  Dictionary,  is  a 
officer." 

t  The  Dutch  snow,  Waaksamheyd. 


Dutch  East  India  commercial 
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Major  Grose  to  Sir  George  Yoxge.  1790 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  July  the  30th,  1790.         so  J^'y- 

As  it  will  be  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  officers 
of  this  corps  to  get  rid  of  two  soldiers  we  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  Bad  soldiers. 
have  with  us,   I  write  to   request  your  permission  to  turn  them 
over  to  the  Na\'7 ;  they  are  both  sailors,  and  perfectly  fit  for  that 
service,  but  as  neither  indulgence  or  punishment  can  bring  them 
to  act  otherwise  than  so  to  make  themselves  continually  t)-ouble- 
some,  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  their  being  discharged,  Their 
as  it  cannot  well  be  conceiv'cl  how  much  injury  we  sustain  in  our  asked  for. 
discipline  by  two  ruffians  whose  greatest  study  seems  to  be  to 
excite  mutiny  and  mischief  wherever  they  go.      Their  names  are 
*  and  *.     They  have  liitherto  been  in  almost 

every  regiment  in  the  ser%dce,  from  whom  they  have  generally 
deserted,  but  when  that  has  not  happened  they  have  been 
drummed  out.  They  are  not  of  those  I  receiv'd  from  the  Savoy,  f 
but  were  enlisted  as  recruits  in  last  August.  The  men  in  general  ^^"^""^^ 
conduct  themselves  since  under  my  command  at  this  place  with  conduct. 
the  greatest  propriety,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  give  constant 
satisfaction  to  both  Army  and  Navy  that  have  anything  to  do 
with  them.      "With  every  respect,  &c., 

Fran's  Grose, 
Major  Com'g  IST.  South  Wales  Corps. 


Lieutenant  Fowell  to  his  Father. 
Dear  Sir,  Batavia,  July  31.st,  1790.         3i  July. 

My  last  Ir.  was  written  to  you  from  ye  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
-since  which  time  many  things  have  happen'd,  all  which  I  shall 
relate  as  they  occurr'd.     After  taking  in  our  cargo,  which  consisted 
cliiefly  of  flour  for  ye  settlement  at  Port  Jackson,  we  compleated 
the  provisions  for  ye   ship|   for  ten  months,  and  on  ye  llOth  of  The  Sirius 
Feby.,  1789,  weigh'd  anchor,  and  left  Table  Bay.      It  was  above  a  cape. 
fortnight  before  we  c'd  get  to  eastward  of  ye  Cape,  and  all  that 
time  blowing  a  gale  of  wind.     On  ye  10th  of  March,  got  ye  wind 
from  ye  westward,  stood  to  ye  S.E.  till  we  were  between  the  23rd 
and   24th  degree  of  latitude,  when  we  stood  to  the  eastward  for 
the  South  Cape  of  New  Holland.     We  had  very  fine  weatliei-,  tlie 
wind  varying  from  ye  N.W.  to  ye  S.W.  quarter.     On  ye  19th  of  Bound  for 
April,  we  supposed  ourselves  not  far  from  ye  South  Cape,  shortened  jackson. 
sail,  and  hove  too  for  the  night,  with  ye  wind  at  S.W.,  intending 
in  the  morning  to  make  the  land,  and  stand  round  it ;  and  if  this 
wind  stood,  expected  to  be  at  Port  Jackson  in  less  than  a  week. 
Dui-ing  the  night  the  wind  shifted   from  S.W.  to   S.,  and  blew 
very  haixl,  which   brought   us   under   low  sail.      At  4   o'clock  ye 
next  morning  the  wind  shifted  to  S.S.E.,  and  very  unfortunatly 

*  Names  omitted.         t  The  Savoy  Prison,  London,  to  which  military  offenders  were  sent. 

1  H.M.S.  .Sirius. 
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1790  at  ye  same  time  all  our  small  sails  were  split,  and  it  blew  too 
31  Julj-.     liard  even  to  set  our  foresail  reeft,  so  that  at  this  time  we  were 

A  t.aier  driving  about,  having  no  sail  set  except  our  mizen.  At  this  time 
our  drift  was  two  miles  an  hour  directly  for  the  shore,  which  was 
on  ye  20th  at  noon  only  tifty-five  miles  distant.  In  the  afternoon, 
finding  the  gale  did  not  abate,  it  was  thought  proper  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  get  the  ship  out  of  this  unpleasant 
situation.  The  courses  were  reeft,  and  by  this  time  one  of  the 
small  sails  was  repair'd  (tlie  storm  mizen  stay-sail)  and  bent,  and 
the  reeft  hove  sail  also.     The  wind  came  to  the  south,  and  blew 

Heavy  sea.  go  very  hard,  there  was  so  great  a  sea  running,  that  she  would 
not  keep  closer  to  the  wind  than  abt.  eight  points.  At  noon  of  the 
21st,  by  account  (for  we  had  not  seen  the  sun  since  the  19th, 
which  rendered  our  situation  still  more  dangerous),  Swilly*  was 
only  nine  miles  distant,  and  the  weather  so  very  hazy  we  could 
not  see  it ;  the  wind  still  at  south  and  blowing  as  hard  as  ever. 
More  sail  was  wanted  on  the  ship.  The  mainsail  was  double 
reeft,  and  set  at  half-past  2  in  the  afternoon  ;  it  cleared  up  a 
little,  when  we  saw  the  land  bearing  IST.E.  abt.  six  miles,  which 
was  taken  for  the  Mewstone,*  and  supposing  it  not  possible  to 
weather  the  South  Cape,  wore  ship  in  hopes  to  weather  the  S.W. 
Cape,  at  the  same  time  let  the  second  reef  out  of  the  mainsail, 
the  wind  from  south  to  S.S.E.     At  5  we  supposed  that  we  saw 

o^n  a  lee  land  on  the  lee  bow  ;  but  the  weather  being  hazy,  could  not  be 
certain.  At  6  we  saw  it  plain,  which  was  very  high,  close  under 
our  lee  bow.  Finding  it  was  possible  to  weather  it,  we  wore  ship, 
and  at  this  time,  as  we  had  the  alternative  either  to  carry  a  gi'eat 
press  of  sail  or  to  go  on  shore,  it  may  be  needless  to  say  the  former 
was  chose ;  and  altho'  at  this  time  the  ship  had  more  sail  upon 
her  than  she  ever  had  before,  yet  we  set  the  foretopsail,  tho'  it 
very  much  endanger'd  the  masts.     At  8  cd.  see  the  land  at  some 

A  (lang-erous  distance  under  our  lee.  We  were  at  this  time  in  a  very  dangerous 
situation,  nor  cd.  we  tell  when  we  sli'd  be  out  of  it,  as  we  did  not 
know  what  land  it  was  we  saw  at  6  o'clock  ;  but  we  were  certain 
ye  land  seen  at  2  o'clock  cd.  not  be  the  Mewstone,  as  we  supposed. 
At  10  passed  a  point  of  land  at  a  good  distance.    So  heavy  a  press 

The  sea         a  Sail  was  On  the  ship  that  the  sea  made  a  fair  breach  over  her, 

oirboard.  wliich  obliged  every  person  to  be  very  careful  in  holding  fast  for 
fear  of  being  wash'd  overboard.  Indeed,  the  forecastle  was  con- 
stantly under  water.  At  12  the  weather  was  very  dark,  and  not 
seeing  any  land  made  us  suppose  ourselves  out  of  danger ;  but 
Captain  Hunter  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  shorten  sail  till  day- 
light.     This  was  a  very  lucky  precaution,  for  at  2  o'clock  all  on 

Near  the  a  sudclen  land  was  seen  close  on  her  lee  beam.  We  had  not  room 
to  ware,  so  stood  on.     We  thought  at  this  time  we  were  among 

*  Swilly  and  Mewstone  are  two  small  islands  or  rocks  on  the  Tasmanian  coast,  so  named 
by  Captain  Furneaux,  who  discovered  them  in  1773.  The  latter  resembles  a  small  island 
near  Plymouth,  whence  it  took  its  name.    Tench's  Narrative,  p.  43. 
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breakers,  and  sevei'al  heavy  seas  were  sliiped,  souie  of  Avliieli,  I  am       1790 
sure,  broke  above  halfway  up  the  foreyard.     When  tliis  land  was     31  July. 
first  seen  some  of  the  people  were  nuieh  friglitened,  the  man  at 
the  wlieel  in  particular,  who  tlu'ew  the  ship  in  the  wind,  and  as 
she  payed  oti"  again  some  of  the  people  were  heard  to  say  that  she 
was  di'ifting  very  fast  on  it.      However,  by  half-past  2  we  were 
clear  of  the  land,  when  we  cd.  plainly  see  it  trend  to  the  north-  Th.-  ship 
ward.     Here  Providence  seemed  to  favour  us  very  much,  foi-  we  J^^m,  *  ^  "^ 
were  no   sooner  I'ound   this  point   of  land  than  the  wind  came 
forwai'd  two  points.     Had  this  happen'd  when  the  land  was  seen 
at  2  o'clock  nothing  cd.  liave  saved  us  fx'om  going  ashore.     At 
daylight  saw  very  plainly  that  the  land  we  saw  at  2  o'clock  was 
Tasman's  Head,  and  by  the  courses  steer'd  and  the  distance  run  Tasmans 
during  the  night  proves  the  land  seen  at  6  o'clock  last  night  to  be  the  ^^'^• 
S.W.  Cape,  and  the  land  seen  at  10  o'clock  to  be  the  South  Cape.  South  Caiie. 

By  carrying  such  a  very  heavy  press  of  sail  during  the  night 
the  figure-head  was  washed  away  and  the  head-rails  and  knees  of  The  ship 
the  liead  so  much  damaged  that  we  were  obliged  to  get  lashings        '"    ' 
round  the  cutwater  to  secure  it  to  the  stem. 

22nd. — The  weather  much  more  moderate  ;  some  of  the  top- 
mast back  stays  gave  way.  Had  tliis  happened  while  so  lieavy  a 
press  of  sail  was  on  the  ship  in  all  probability  the  topmasts  must 
have  gone,  and  then,  for  want  of  sail,  undoubtedly  she  must  have 
gone  on  shore.  Nothing  extraordinary  happen'd  more  during  our 
passage,  and  on  the  9th  of  May,  in  the  afternoon,  arrived  at  Port  Ani\ai  at 
Jackson.  We  appear'd  in  such  shattered  condition  that  at  first  jackson. 
the  ship  was  not  known ;  but  they  were,  as  you  may  suppose, 
very  glad  to  see  us,  for  soon  after  our  sailing  one  pound  of  flour 
was  stopped  from  the  week's  allowance  of  each  person,  and  on 
our  arrival  whole  allowance  was  again  issued. 

During  our  absence  Capn.  Shea,  of  the  marines,  died,  and  Lt.  ^apt.  Shea's 
Geoi'ge  Johnston  was  promoted  in  his  room.  Six  marines 
belonging  to  ye  batallion  were  hung  for  robbing  tlie  provision 
storehouse  and  cellaiv  They  had  keys  that  fitted  the  locks.  Tliey 
were  discovered  by  one  of  tlie  keys  being  broke  in  the  lock  of  the 
cellar  door,  and  they  could  not  get  out  the  In-oken  peice.  As  soon 
as  it  was  discovered  the  lock  was  taken  oft'  and  tlie  broken  key 
shown  to  all  the  blacksmiths  to  know  if  anyone  had  made  sucli  a 
key,  and  for  whom.  One  of  them  imniediately  recollected  the 
key,  and  said  he  made  it  for  one  of  tlie  marines  for  his  cliest. 
The  lock  of  his  chest  was  examined,  and  the  key  was  found  to  fit 
it.  Seven  of  them  were  concerned,  but  one  of  them  turned  king's  Robberies. 
evidence  and  saved  his  neck.*  He  was  the  greatest  villain  and 
the  first  projector  of  the  scheme.  The  method  they  took  to  robb 
the  stores  was  :  when  one  of  them  was  sentinel  some  of  the  rest 
came  and  were  admitted  by  him  into  tlie  storeliouse.  This  prac- 
tice had  been  carried  on  near  ten  months  before  it  was  discovered. 

*  See  Phillip's  despatch.    Ante,  p.  297. 
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1790 
31  July. 
Rose  HUl. 


Fine 
vegetables. 
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cauarht. 


Ravaafes  of 
small-pox. 


Disappear- 
ance of 
natives. 


A  boy 
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A  settlement  had  been  made  at  the  head  of  the  harbour  and 
abt.  40  acres  of  ground  cleared.  It  is  called  Rose  Hill.  The 
greatest  part  of  it  this  last  year  was  sown  in  grain,  and  yielded 
about  4:-fold.  The  ground  abt.  that  part  is  much  clearer  of  wood 
and  the  soil  much  richer  than  abt.  Sidney  Cove.  Good  gardens 
have  been  made  there,  and  vegetables  grow  very  fine.  Cabbages 
grow  to  a  large  size.  On  the  King's  birthday,  1789,  a  cabbage 
was  cut  and  sent  to  the  Governor  which  weighed  27  tt).  Several 
have  been  cut  weighing  from  15  to  20  Bb.  ;  but  it  is  the  general 
opinion  that  potatoes  degenerat  very  much.  Melons  and  pum- 
kins  thrive  astonishingly.  At  Rose  Hill  a  subaltern  officer  and 
a  small  party  of  marines  reside,  and  are  releived  every  month. 
It  is  abt.  fourteen  miles  from  Sidney  Cove.  The  Governor  had 
likewise  during  our  absence  taken  one  of  the  natives  by  stratagem, 
as  he  found  it  impossible  to  bring  them  among  us  by  any  other 
means,  and  by  treating  him  well  he  was  in  hopes  to  convince  them 
it  was  not  our  intention  to  do  them  any  harm.  His  name  was 
Arooboonew.*  He  was  a  very  good-temper'd  fellow,  and  gave 
much  information  concerning  their  manners.  Soon  after  he  was 
taken  the  small-pox  raged  among  them  with  great  fury  and  carried 
off  vast  numbers  of  them.  Every  boat  that  went  down  the 
harbour  found  them  lying  dead  on  the  beaches  and  in  the  caverns 
of  the  rocks,  forsaken  by  the  rest  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  disco- 
ver'd  on  them.  They  were  generally  found  with  the  remains  of 
a  small  fire  on  each  side  of  them  and  some  water  left  within  their 
reach.  How  this  disease  got  among  them  it  is  impossible  to  tell, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  they  had  it  among  them  before  any  Euro- 
pean visited  the  country,  as  they  have  a  name  for  it.  When  we 
arrived  not  a  canoe  was  to  be  seen,  the  natives  having  all  left  the 
harbour  and  fled  to  the  northward.  Boats  were  often  sent  down 
the  harbour  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  bury  the  dead  that  were 
found  on  the  beaches.  In  one  boat  a  man  and  his  son  were 
brought  up,  who  were  found  very  ill,  and  tho'  every  assistance 
was  given  the  old  man  died  in  a  few  days.  The  boy  recovered, 
and  is  still  alive,  and  seems  happy  in  his  situation,  not  having  the 
least  wish  to  return  to  his  former  way  of  life.  His  name  is 
ISTanbarry  Bolderry  Bockenbaw  ;  he  is  always  called  Nanbarry. 
He  is  about  nine  years  old,  and  it  is  surprising  to  hear  what 
particular  accounts  he  gives  of  their  manners  and  way  of  living. 
As  for  religion,  that  cd.  not  be  found  out.  They  have  an  idea  of 
futurity.  This  was  found  out  by  a  man  who  was  lately  taken, 
by  some  questions  that  were  ask'd  him  when  he  saw  a  dead  man, 
which  were  what  became  of  him  and  where  he  went,  to  which  he 
answered  that  his  countrymen  went  above,  pointing  to  the  sky. 
The  remains  of  another  family  were  found  in  a  miserable  condi- 
tion— an  old  man  and  a  girl  abt.  twelve  years  old.  Her  name  is 
Aboren.     Her  father  died,  but  she  recover'd.      When  she  found 


*Aranbanoo.    Ante,  p.  298. 
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her  father  was  dead  she  got  to  him  and  hugged  and  kissed  the       179} 
corps  for  an  hour,  and  after  that  did  not  seem  to  be  much,  con-     31  July, 
cerned  aht.  it.     Arooboonew  was  at  this  time  quite  reconciled  to 
his  way  of  liATJig,  and  assisted  the  sick  cliildren  very  much,  and 
seemed  vastly  atiected  when  their  fathers  died.      Soon  after  our 
arrival  from  the  Cape  he  was  taken  ill  of  the  small-pox,  and  died  De<ath  of 
on  tlie  18th  of  May.     While  he  lay  ill  he  suffered  himself  to  be  '^'■^"^'^"<^<'- 
bled,  and  took  all  medicines  that  were  offered  him  with  a  great 
deal  of  confidence.     He  was  much  regretted  by  everyone,  as  it 
was  supposed  he  would  have  been  of  infinite  service  in  reconciling 
the  natives  to  us.      He  was  a  very  good  mimic,  and  was  very 
much  attatch'd  to  several  particular  people.     "When  he  was  first 
taken  he  had  a  voracious  appetite,  but  as  he  found  he  got  his 
meals  regularly  tliat  wore  off.      He  was  very  fond  of  bread  and 
vegetables.     On  the  Christmas  Day  after  he  was  taken  all  the 
oflicers,  as  it  is  usual,  dined  with  tlie  Governor.      "WTien  they  first 
assembled  at  his  house  Arooboonew  was  vastly  friglitened — so  His  fear. 
much    so    that    his    appetite    failed    him  —  but    after    dinner    he 
appeared  more  chearful,  and  it  was  afterwards   learnt  that  he 
thought  they  intended  to  eat  him. 

After  carrying  that  very  heavy  press  of  sail  off  Tasman's 
Head  we  foujid  the  upper  works  of  the  ship  very  leaky.  She  The  Sirius 
was  examined  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  fix  top  riders  on  ^^^■^y- 
the  inside  to  strengthen  the  upper  works  of  the  ship.  A  proper 
place  on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour  was  fixed  on  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  the  ship  was  taken  there  as  soon  as  the  cargo  was 
landed.  Here  we  built  a  warf  and  saw-pits,  and  sent  carpenters 
into  the  woods  in  search  of  proper  trees  for  the  purpose,  which 
took  up  some  time.  At  length  seven  riders  of  a  side  were  fixed,  Repairs. 
three  opposite  the  mainmast,  three  opposite  the  foremast,  and 
one  opposite  the  mizemnast,  which  were  found  to  strengthen  her 
very  much.  This. same  opportunity  was  taken  to  examine  the 
places  where  she  leaked  going  round  Cape  Horn.  Two  streaks 
of  copper  were  ripped  off,  and  her  bottom  was  found  to  be  in  a 
very  sound  state.  Nothing  happened  till  the  latter  end  of 
September,  when,  on  examining  the  storehouse,  the  provisions 
were  found  much  reduced  by  rats,  and  that  only  seven  months'  Depreda- 
provisions  at  two-thirds  allowance  was  left,  and  as  supplies  were  *'°"®  °^  '^*^* 
not  expected  till  the  end  of  December  or  the  beginning  of  Jan'y, 
1790,  it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce  the  allowance,  which  took 
place  on  the  1st  of  Nov'r.  The  principle  work  being  now  done 
to  the  ship  she  was  towed  round  to  Sidney  Cove  on  the  7th  of 
Nov'r.  A  very  melancholly  accident  happened  at  this  time  to 
Mr.  Francis  Hill,  one  of  the  midshipmen.  He  was  in  the 
Ardent  with  Cap'n  Hartwell.  Wliile  the  ship  was  repairing  it 
often  happened  that  a  bf)at  did  not  go  to  Sidney  Cove  for  three 
or  four  days  togeth(;r,  and  sh'd  any  person  want  to  go  there  they 
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used  to  walk  up  abreast  of  yo  cove  and  call  the  first  boat  they 
saw  which  w'd  bring  them  over.  Mr.  Hill  had  been  at  Sidney 
Cove  and  was  returning  to  ye  ship  by  that  way,  but  did  not_ 
arrive  as  was  expected,  for  when  we  went  to  Sidney  Cove  we 
lieard  he  had  cross'd  two  mornings  before.  It  was  supposed  he 
must  have  lost  his  way  in  the  woods,  and  a  party  was  sent  out 
to  look  for  him,  but  returnd  with(jut  success.  For  the  two 
following  days  parties  were  sent  out  in  every  direction  to  Ljok 
for  him,  guns  were  fired,  and  every  method  that  c'd  be  thought 
of  was  taken  to  recover  him,  but  all  proved  ineffectual,  nor  was 
it  ever  known  what  became  of  him.  It  was  supposed  by  some 
that  he  was  killed  by  the  natives,  as  they  were  very  plenty  on 
that  side  of  the  harbour,  and  he  had  no  firearms.  Indeed,  the 
natives  were  veiy  numerous  at  this  time  at  all  parts  of  the 
harbour,  and  w'd  throw  a  spear  at  any  boat  as  she  passed  near  a 
point  and  then  retreat  into  the  woods.  On  the  25th  Nov'r  the 
Governor  sent  a  boat  down  the  harbour  on  purpose  to  catch  one 
of  the  natives.  On  their  landing  at  the  lower  part  of  the  harboui- 
two  men  came  on  the  beach.  Some  fish  was  shown  them,  and  they 
immediately  came  to  the  boat  for  them,  and  were  seized  and  carried 
off  in  less  than  a  minute.  As  soon  as  the  boat  left  the  beach  the 
whole  place  was  cover'd  with  them,  all  armed  ;  but  the  boat  being- 
out  of  their  reach  no  mischief  was  done.  On  their  landing  in  Sidney 
Cove,  Nanbarry  called  them  both  by  their  names,  and  he  gave  us 
to  understand  they  were  two  cheifs.  The  principle  one  of  the 
two  is  called  Gringerry  Kibba  Coleby  ;  the  other,  Vul-al-a-varry 
Wogletrowey  Benalong.*  Two  men  were  appointed  to  take  care 
of  them,  and  an  iron  ring  with  a  rope  to  it  was  made  fast  round 
one  of  each  of  their  legs.  Notwithstanding  all  this  care  Coleby 
made  shifts  after  several  attempts  to  accomplish  his  escape  by 
drawing  the  splice  of  the  rope,  and  his  keeper  not  paying  proper 
attention  to  him,  he  was  out  of  sight  in  less  than  a  minute. 
Benalong  very  nearly  accomplished  his  escape  at  the  same  time. 
It  happened  ab't  ten  days  after  they  were  taken.  They  were  both 
very  sullen,  Coleby  in  particular,  but  after  his  escape  Benalong 
became  very  lively  and  intelligent.  A  large  vocabularly  has  been 
got  from  him. 

Since  Norfolk  Island  was  first  settled  the  Supply  has  been 
there  several  times,  and  such  very  favourable  accounts  were 
received  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  that  the  Governor  thought  it 
a  proper  place  to  send  half  the  people  of  the  colony  to  ;  for  the 
ships  not  arriving  left  room  to  suppose  that  some  accident  had 
happen'd  to  them,  and  that  by  sepcrating  the  colony  they  might 
make  the  salt  provisions  spin  out  much  longer  by  the  help  of  the 
fish  that  might  be  caught.     It  was  likewise  proposed  that  the 

*  This  name  is  spelt  in  different  ways  by  different  writers.     "  Bennilong  "  is  the  form  used 
by  Governor  Phillip  in  his  despatches,  and  by  Collins  in  his  "Account  of  New  South  Wales." 
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.Sirius  slimilfl  go  to  some  place  or  other  for  proAisions  ;  and  as  the       1790 
season  for  going  round  Cape  Horn  to  ye  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was     31  July. 
past,  there  was  no  other  place  for  her  to  go  to  than  either  China 
or  Batavia.      China  was  the  place  fix'd  on,  supposing  there  we 
might  get  assistance  from  some  of  our  Indiamen,  and  Batavia  was 
likewise  thought  unhealthy.     80  it  was  proposed  for  us  to  carry  The  siiius 
Lt.-Governor  Major  Ross  and  two  companies  of  marines  to  Nor-  foik^isi°and^' 
folk  Island,  and  abt.  one  hundred  convicts,  being  on  board  in  all  and  China. 
abt.  four  hundred.     An  objection  was  started  to  our  proceeding 
on  to  China  from  Norfolk  Island,  for  sh'd  we  have  a  bad  passage 
there,  Captn.  Hunter  was  afraid  the  water  might  fall  short,  and 
it  was  thought  more  prudent  for  us  to  return  to  Port  Jackson,  at 
which  time  everything  was  to  have  been  ready  for  us,  and  we  did 
not  expect  to  be  detained  there  above  three  f)r  four  days.     I  for- 
got to  mention  that  in  the  latter  end  of  Deer.  ]Mr.  AVillni.  ]Max- 
well,  who  was  third  lieut.  when  we  left  England,  was  invalided 
on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health  ;  on  which  I  was  appointed  Promotions. 
second  lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Waterhouse  was  appointed  third  lieut. 
Dated  Dec.    28th.      In  the  beginning  of  IVIarch  we  wei'e   quite 
ready  for  sea,  having  on  board  a  proportion  of  provisions  for  the 
people  going  to  Norfolk  Island.     On  the  7th  we  went  to  sea,  with  SaiUnir  of 

1         I  1      -  11-r    11        (>    •  •      1      11   ji  1  Sinus  and 

the  Supply  in  company.      v\  e  had  a  lair  wind  all  the  way,  anrl  on  supply. 

the  morning  of  the  13th  saw  Norfolk  Island;  but  as  the  winds 

were  from  the  S.W.,  it  was  not  possible  to  land  on  the  side  of  the 

island  on  which  the  settlement  was  made,  so  was  obliged  to  run 

to  leeward  of  the  island  into  Cascade  Bay,  where  we  that  day  Landing  at 

landed  most  of  the  convicts  and  all  the  marines.     From  Cascade  g^*™ 

Bay  to  Sidney  Bay,  where  the  settlement  is  made,  is  about  three 

miles,  which  distance  they  had  to  walk,  and  by  that  means  could 

not  carry  their  baggage.     The  next  day  they  landed  the  rest  of 

the  convicts.     On  the   16th  it  came  on  to  blow  hai-d  from  the 

eastward  and  N.E.  ;  this  obliged  us  to  run  on  the  other  side  of 

the  island,  which  was  then  the  lee  side.      This   day  the  Supply 

sent  her  boats  on  board,  and  took  out  thirty  casks  of  provisions. 

That  night  and  all  the  next  morning  we  were  carrying  sail  to 

beat  the  ship  into  Sidney  Bay,  supposing  that  landing  with  this  Sydney  Bay. 

wind  was  very  good.      On  the  afternoon  of  the   17th  it  came  on 

to  blow  hard  from  the  eastward  ;  stood  off  shore  to  ye  soutln\  ard. 

At  10  it  blew  so  hard   that  it  oV>liged  us  to  hand  our  topsails, 

when  we  lost  sight  of  the  Supply.     During  the  night  the  ship 

was  wore  several  times,  by  which  we  were  so  far  to  leeward  that 

we  were  out  of  sight  of  the  island.      18th  it  moderated,  and  at 

twelve  we  were  in  close  with  the  island  again,  about  four  leagues 

to  leeward  of  Sidney  Bay.      By  ten  o'clock  we  cd.   plainly   see 

the  signal  on  shore  that  any  boat  might  land.     At  this  time  the 

wind  was  at  S.E.,  and  blowing  a  moderate  breze.     This   being 

the  tirst  opportunity  that  otfer'd  since  our  first  arrival  in  sight  of 
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the  island,  Captn.  Hunter  was  very  anxious  to  embrace  it  ;  there- 
fore he  stood  in  and  hove  to  about  a  mile  from  the  shore,    with 
her  head  to  the  sea.     At  this  time  she  look'd  far  to  windward  of 
Point  Ross,  which  is  the  westernmost  point   of  the  bay.      (Off 
this  point,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  lies  a  bed  of 
rocks  even  with  the  water's  edge).     At  this  time  the  Supply  was 
on  our  lee  bow.      Hoisted  out  boats,  loaded  them  with  provisions, 
and  sent  them  on  shore.     Just  as  the  last  boat  had  left  the  ship, 
Mr.  Ball,  the  commander  of  the  Supply,  was  seen  waving  to  the 
ship  and  hollowing ;  but  our  distance  was  so  great  we  cd.  not 
make  out  what  he  said.     Both  vessels  at  this  time  made  sail.    As 
the  Supply  passed  us  on  the  other  tack,  Mr.  Ball  informed  us  that 
both  vessels  were  much  too  near  in  shore,  and  recommended  it  to 
Captn.  Hunter  to  get  out  of  his  situation  as  soon  as  possible ; 
for  that  while  we  were  lying  too  the  tide  had  set  us  in  shore  very 
much,  for  we  trusted  to  the  making  of  the  eastern  tide,  which  did 
not  make  till  two  hours  after  the  usual  time.     The  wind  very 
unfortunately  at  this   time  (half-past  eleven  o'clock)    shifted   to 
S.S.E.,  by  which  we  could  not  weather  Point  Ross.     When  we 
were  close  to  the  point  the  ship  was  tryed  in  stays,  which  she 
refused.     She  was  ixnmediately  wore,  which  she  did  in  as  little 
room  as  any  ship  well  cd.,  and  then  did  but  just  go  clear  of  the 
rocks.     All  sail  was  made  on  her  again  ;  but  there  was  a  head 
sea  going,  which  greatly  impeded  the  ship  and  threw  her  much 
to  leeward,  which  prevented  us  weathering  the  other  point  of  the 
bay.     When  she  was  as  near  the  reef  as  she  cd.  well  go,  she  was 
thrown  in  stays  again  and  came  round ;  but  before  she  payed  off 
sufficiently  on  the  other  tack  she  was  thrown  by  the  swell  on  the 
reef,  and  payed  round  off  with  her  broadside  on  the  shore  in  a 
great  surf.     An  anchor  was  immediately  let  go  on  her  first  strik- 
ing, and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  every  mast  was  over  her  side 
and  the  ship  an  entire  wreck.      Mr.  Ball  came  in  his  boat  to  see 
if  he  cd.  be  of  any  service  to  us  ;  but  he  was  desir'd  to  return  and 
take  care  of  his  own  ship,  which  was  at  this  time  in  a  very  little 
better  situation,  and  it  was  impossible  to  be  of  any  service  to  the 
Sirius.     As  she  lay  with  her  broadside  on  shore,  she  made  a  very 
good  breakwater,  and  boats  could  easily  come  under  her  lee  and 
load  with  bread  and  flour,  which  were  the  principle  things  to  be 
saved,  as  the  salt  water  would  intirely  ruin  them.      The  time- 
keeper was  sent  on  shore  in  the  first  boat ;  but  in  the  hurry  it 
was  forgot  to  be  wound  up,  so  was  let  down  for  the  second  time 
since  our  leaving  England. 

We  were  so  near  the  shore  as  to  be  able  to  fasten  a  hawser 
to  a  tree.  On  this  hawser  was  a  traveller  with  a  board  slung  to 
it,  and  a  rope  .which  reached  to  the  shore  was  made  fast  to  this 
traveller  by  which  all  the  people  got  safe  on  shore  without  the 
least  hurt  whatever  ;  and  the  clothes  that  were  saved  were  thrown 
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overboard,   and  were  very  soon  washed   on  shore  hy   the   surf.       1793 
Everybody,  I  beleive,  met  with  some  loss,  tho'  some  people  were     3i  July, 
much  luckier  than  others  in  saving  most  of  their  things.     The 
officers  who  landed  in  Cascade  Bay  lost  most  part  of  their  clothes  Effects  lost, 
and  all  their  stock.      My  loss  was  not  very  great,  as  I  saved  above 
half  of  my  clothes  ;  but  they  are  all  very  much  stain'd  by  a  blue 
clay  that  is  found  on  the  reef,  which  the  surf  must  have  washed 
into  my  chest. 

The  next  day  a  council  was  held,  which  was  composed  of  all 
the  commissioned  officers  on  the  island,  and  it  was  thought  proper 
to  put  every  person  on  the  island  on  half-allowance,  and  likewise  Martial  law. 
put  the  whole  island  under  military  law,  for  the  better  preserving 
good  discipline  ;  and  by  which  means  robberies  might  be  punished 
according  to  their  deserts,  which,  if  military  law  had  not  been 
proclaimed,  no  robbery  could  have  been  punished  but  by  corporal 
punishment,  and  tryed  only  by  justices  of  the  peace,  whereas  now  a 
court-martial  can  take  place,  and  the  offenders  punished  by  death. 

General  court-martials  are  to  be  composed  of  seven  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  if  coi*pox'al  punishment  only  is  to  be  inflicted, 
a  majority  of  voices  is  only  necessary  for  the  number  lashes,  &c.  ; 
but  if  it  affects  life,  five  out  of  the  seven  must  concur  in  opinion. 
For  two  days  after  our  geting  on  shore  it  blew  so  hard,  and  the 
surf  ran  so  very  high,  that  it  washed  the  ship  much  nearer  in  The  Sirius 
shore,  and  the  anchor,  which  was  let  go  on  her  first  striking,  was  |[,shore 
now  of  infinite  service,  as  it  brought  the  ship's  bow  to  the  surf, 
which  must  have  broke  her  in  pieces  in  a  short  time  as  she  lay 
on  her  first  striking,  and  the  riders  that  were  fixed  in  Port 
Jackson  were  of  great  service  in  keeping  her  together. 

As  soon  as  the  gale  abated  we  went  to  work  to  endeavour  to 
save  what  we  could  out  of  the  ship  ;  two  convicts  likewise  went 
on  board  by  the  hawser  to  throw  the  live  stock  overboard,  which  The  live 
at  this  time  had  been  three  days  without  water.     And  it  was  ^^°'^^- 
just  as  well  to  give   them  a   chance  of  swimming  on  shore,  and 
saving  their  lives,  as  to  stay  there  and  be  famished  for  want  of 
water  and  food.     These  convicts,  instead  of  attending  to  their 
errand,  got  to  some  liquor  and  made  themselves  very  drunk  ;  in  Drunken 
tlie  evening  we  could  plainly  see  they  had  by  some  means  got  a  °''""^'-=^- 
light,    which   they   were  called   to  put    out  and  come  on   shore, 
which  they  did  not  obey.      We  c'd  plainly  see  f rom  the  shore  that 
these  people  were  di'unk  ;  and  by  their  having  a  light  there  was 
great  danger  of  their  setting  the  ship  on  fire,  which  w'd  be  the 
worst  thing  that  c'd  happen  to  us,  as  the  isl'd  chiefly  depended  on 
the  provision  that  c'd  be  got  out  of  her  for  their  support.     What 
we  sh'd  have  done  I  know  not,  had  not  one  of  the  convicts  offered  a  convict 
to  go  on  board  by  the  hawser,  wliich  he  did  ;  and  with  orders  to  g^rTlce!" 
tlirow  the  men  overboard  if  they  refused  to  come  on  shore,  and 
afterwards  to  visit  every  part  of  the  ship  to  see  that  all  was  safe. 
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The  two  men  came  on  shore  that  night,  but  he  did  not  come  till 
the  next  moi'ning,  as  the  surf  ran  very  high ;  when  he  reported 
that  in  one  of  the  cabbins,  where  these  fellows  had  been  plunder- 
ing, they  found  a  light  lying  on  tlte  deck,  which  had  set  it  on 
lire,  and  liad  burnt  quite  through  to  the  other  deck  ;  and  if  he 
had  not  gone  on  board  then,  in  all  probability  the  ship  must  have 
been  burnt,   which  w'd   have  been  a   worse  accident  than   her 


goin^  on  shore. 


AVe  will  now  return  to  the  Supply,  which  we  left  in  nearly  as 
bad  a  situation  as  the  Sii'ius,  being,  as  I  before  mentioned,  much 
too  near  in  shore.  However,  she  continued  turning  to  windward 
a  considerable  time,  and  at  last  got  out  of  the  bay,  tho'  with 
much  more  difficulty  than  they  ever  experienced  before,  and  got 
round  to  the  leeward  of  the  isl'd,  where  she  landed  all  her  pro- 
visions that  she  could  spare,  which  was  but  little  for  so  many 
people  as  were  now  on  the  island.  Captn.  Hunter  thought  it 
prudent  to  send  as  many  of  the  ship's  company  in  the  Supply  to 
Port  Jackson  as  she  c'd  conveniently  carry,  and  sent  me  with 
them  to  tell  the  dismal  news.  On  Wednesday,  the  24th,  I 
embarked  with  Mr.  Waterhouse  and  thirty-two  of  the  people. 
All  the  time  I  was  on  shore  the  weather  was  so  very  unfavourable 
that  it  was  impossible  to  save  anything  out  of  the  ship ;  but  this 
day  the  wind  shifted  to  N.E.,  and  was  very  fine  weather,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but  most  if  not  all  the  provisions  will  be  got  on  shore. 

We  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  ye  5th  of  April  without  anything 
particular  happening.  All  the  boats  in  the  colony  were  taken 
for  the  publick  use  and  sent  a  fishing  ;  the  allowance  was  reduced 
to  two  pounds  of  pork,  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  flour,  and  a  pint 
of  rice,  and  a  pint  of  pease  for  a  week ;  and  when  the  boats  were 
successful  in  fishing,  ten  pounds  of  fish  was  serv'd  in  lieu  of  two 
pounds  of  pork,  all  the  beef  being  expended  many  months  ago. 
In  order  to  get  a  greater  quantity  of  fish  two  boats  were  sent 
round  to  Botany  Bay  with  a  seane,  and  the  fish  they  caught  was 
brought  at  a  particular  hour  to  the  upper  part  of  the  bay  where 
were  people  ready  to  receive  them.  From  the  upper  part  of 
Botany  Bay  to  Sydney  Cove  is  between  four  and  five  miles,  a 
good  beaten  path  all  the  Avay. 

The  Supply  was  ordered,  on  her  arrival  at  Port  Jackson,  to  be 
got  ready  for  sea  as  fast  as  possible ;  it  was  intended  sending 
her  to  Batavia,  there  to  hire  a  vessel  and  load  her  with  pi*o- 
vision.  Governor  Phillip  thought  it  necessary  that  some  person 
who  has  a  knowledge  of  the  coast  should  return  in  her,  and  as 
tlie  Supply  had  nobody  that  she  could  spare  for  that  purpose,  I 
was  ordered  to  go  in  the  Supply.  She  was  to  have  gone  to 
Norfolk  Isl'd,  where  the  1st  lieutenant  Avas  to  have  been  taken 
on  board  and  brought  here,  and  I  was  to  have  been  landed 
there  ;  but  the  wind  blowing  fresh  from  the  eastward,  which  was 
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a  foul  wind  for  Norfolk,  and  a  fair  one  to  proceed  on  the  voyage, 
Mr.  Ball  did  not  think  proper  to  lose  so  fair  an  opportunity  of 
setting:  to  the  northward.  Mr.  King,  commandant  of  Norfolk 
Island,  left  it  on  Major  Ross's  taking  the  command  there,  and  is 
now  going  to  England  charged  with  Governor  Philips's  dispatches. 
Ml'.  Miller,  the  commissary,  was  likewise  going  to  England,  as  his 
health  was  very  indifferent.  On  the  18th  April  we  left  Port  Jack- 
son, and  the  same  evening  lost  sight  of  land.  Nothing  happen'd 
till  ye  27th,  in  the  evening,  when  we  discovr'd  a  shoal  lying  in 
latitude  21°  24',  longitude  159^  24'  east.  All  longitudes  are  by  the 
timekeeper.  To  this  shoal  Mr.  Ball  gave  the  name  of  Booby  Shoal, 
having  seen  many  birds  of  that  name  flying  towards  it.  The  next 
morning,  on  examining  the  mainmast,  it  was  found  sprung  abt. 
halfway  between  the  cap  and  the  rigging.  The  mast  was  fish'd,  and 
afterwards  answered  very  well.  On  the  5th  of  INIay,  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  weather  was  particularly  cloudy,  which  gave  us  reason  to 
suppose  ourselves  near  land  ;  in  the  forenoon  it  was  discovered 
Ijearing  N.N.W.  ten  leagues  ;  we  stood  for  the  N.W.  extremity  of 
it,  off  which  lie  two  small  isl'ds,  the  eastermost  of  which  is  named 
Sirius  Isl'd,  in  memory  of  the  old  ship  ;  it  lies  in  lat.  10°  52'  S., 
longitude  162°  30'  Et.  We  that  night  got  round  the  end  of  it,  and 
found  it  trend  to  the  westward.  We  stood  along  the  land  to  the 
N.\Y.  at  the  distance  of  abt.  ten  or  twelve  leagues,  so  that  we  could 
not  see  any  of  its  productions,  nor  did  we  see  any  signs  to  give  us 
the  least  reason  to  su2:)pose  it  was  inhabited.  We  lost  sight  of  this 
land  the  10th.  It  extends  as  far  to  the  northward  as  8°  45',  and 
to  the  westward  as  161°  east.  The  land  in  general  appeared  very 
higli,  and  well  cloathed  with  trees.  We  saw  an  appearance  of  a 
liarliour  in  lat.  of  9''  and  longitude  162°.  After  losing  sight  of  this 
land  we  stood  to  the  westward,  and  had  very  tine  weather.  On 
the  19th  we  discovered  two  isl'ds.  As  we  drew  near  the  first 
and  smaller  of  them,  we  saw  several  canoes  Avith  natives  in  them 
coming  off  towards  the  ship  ;  they  advanced  boldly  till  they  were 
close  to  her,  and  then  paddled  towards  the  shore  as  if  they  were 
frightened.  They  stoped  at  abt.  half  a  mile  from  the  ship  and  con- 
sulted, wlien  tliey  again  advanced  ;  but  it  was  but  slowly.  They 
came  near  us  again,  l)ut  we  c'd  not  prevail  on  any  of  them  to 
come  on  board.  Hatchets  were  shewn  them,  but  they  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  venture.  Their  canoes  were  very  well  finished, 
and  some  carried  seven  or  eight  men,  but  they  were  so  very  narrow 
that  they  are  ol)liged  to  carry  an  outrigger  to  pi'event  their  o^er- 
tu  11  ling;  their  paddles  are  abt.  6  feet  long,  and  shaped  like  a 
plantain  leaf.  As  none  f)f  them  c'd.  be  prevail'd  upon  to  come  on 
board,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  lose  any  time,  so  made  the 
best  of  our  way  to  the  westward.  The  next  day  the  other  isl'd 
Avas  abt.  thi'ee  or  four  leagues  off ;  it  is  considei'ably  larger  than 
the  first,  and  has  near  the  center  of  it  a  higli  mount.    As  we  drew 
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1790       near  it  we  could  see  vast  crowds  of  inhabitants  on  the  beach,  and 
31  July,      canoes,  but  none  in  the  water.      It  appeared  to  have  many  culti- 

TenefrT        vated  spots  on  it  ;    cocoanut  and  plantain  trees  grow  in  great 

Island.  plenty.      The  smallest  of  these  islands  is  call'd  Tenche's  Isl'd  ;  it 

lies  in  lat.  V  39'  sh.,  longitude  150°  31'  et.  ;  it  is  in  circumference 

WiniMii        ^*^*  above  three  miles.     The  other  is  named  Prince  Wm.  Henry's 

Henry's  Isld.,  and  lies  in  latde.  1°  15'  sh.,  longde.  149°  50'  et.,  and  is  abt. 
twenty  miles  in  circumference ;  that  night  we  lost  sight  of  it. 
22d,  in  lat.  20  m.  sh.,  longde.  146°  50',  the  whole  sea  was  covered 
with  large  trees,  which  had  their  roots  and  branches  to  them  ; 
some  of  them  appeared  to  have  been  a  long  time  in  the  water  ;  I 
daresay  they  must  have  come  out  of  St.  George's  Channel,  as  it  then 

Equator  ^^^  ^^J  ^pen.  That  night,  at  |^-past  1 1,  we  crossed  the  Line  in  longde. 
143°  30'  et.,  the  variation  of  the  compass  6"00  et.,  the  thermometer 
83°.  It  was  Mr.  Ball's  intention  to  have  gone  thro'  the  Straits 
of  Macassar,  but  as  we  di'ew  near  it  we  found  that  the  western 
monsoon  had  set  in.     On  the  5th  of  June  we  saw  the  islands  of 

Kaikoking.  J^arkolang  and  Ivarokalang,  and  the  next  morning  were  close  in 
with  them.  Some  of  the  natives  came  alongside  of  us,  and  sold 
some  cocoanuts,  plantains,  and  yams,  for  hatchets,  nails,  &.c. 
These  islands  are  inhabited  by  Malays,  and  by  seeing  a  Dutch 
flag  on  the  shore  leads  me  to  suppose  they  are  tributary  to  them. 
After  getting  round  the  north  end  of  Karkolang,  which  lies  in 
latde.  4°  28'  nh.,  longde.  126°  31'  et.,  we  first  felt  the  western 
monsoon,  and  finding  that  the  wind  constantly  kept  at  S.W.,  and 
that  after  beating  several  days  gained  little  or  no  ground,  deter- 
mined Mr.  Ball  to  relinquish  his  design  of  going  thro'  the  Straits 
of  Macassar,  therefore  stood  to  the  eastward  in  order  to  attempt 
the  passage  between  Celibes  and  Gilolo,  thro'  the  Spice  Islands. 
After  beating  a  few  days  along  the  Gilolo  shore,  we  got  among 

Tiie  Spice     the  Spice  Islands,  the  northermost  of  which  is  called  Ileri ;  it  lies 

in  latude.  55  miles  N.,  longude.  127    10'  et.   We  now  had  variable 

winds,   with   which   we  stood   to  the   southward.     On  the    18th 

crossed  the  Equinoctial  line  in  longitude  126°  40'  et.,  at  ^  an  hour 

before  noon,  the  thermometer  86.     These  islands  extend  as  far  as 

8°  30'  S.,  so  that  till  we  passed  Buro,  which  is  the  southermost 

of  them  that  we  saw,  we  were  always  in  sight  of  land.      25th,  in 

St.  Mat-        the  mornmo;   saw  the  islands  of  St.  Matthew,  and  the  same  day 
thew  . 

made  the  Touchaheilly  Islands.      When  they  were  first  seen  we 

cd.  not  be  certain  whether  or  no  it  was  not  the  Isld.  of  Bouton  ; 

by  11  o'clock  cd.  plainly  see  a  passage  between  the  islands,  thro' 

which  we  stood.  At  2  that  afternoon  saw  a  boat  standing  athwart 

us,  which,  as  soon  as  we  came  near,  lower'd  their  sail,  which  was 

made  of  mat,  and  prepared  to  come  alongside.      One  of  the  men 

in  her  was  observed  several  times  to  point  to  the  N.W.,  and  at 

same   time  addi'est  himself  to  one  of  our  people  that  went  on 

board  her  on  her  coming  alongside.  AVhat  it  meant  we  cd.  not  tell. 


Islands. 
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nit  of  her  aljout  i»ne  hundred  and  lifty  cocoanuts 
and  some  few  yams,  for  which  four  dollars  were  paid,  she  went 
away.  She  had  five  Malays  on  board  her.  Abt.  an  hour  after 
•she  was  gone  we  discovered  a  large  shoal,  bearing  from  W.N.W. 
as  far  as  the  eye  cd.  reach  to  the  southward.  We  now  plainly 
saw  what  the  Malay  meant  to  tell  us  of,  on  which  we  haul'd  up 
to  the  X.W.  As  we  could  not  see  the  N.W.  extreme  of  it,  Mr. 
Ball  thought  it  safer  to  stand  otF  and  on  during  the  night,  as  this 
shoal  is  very  dangerous,  as  it  lies  even  with  the  water's  edge,  and 
on  it  is  not  the  least  break,  so  that  in  the  night  you  wd.  be  on  it 
before  you  cd.  possibly  see  it.  The  next  morning  cd.  plainly  see 
the  shoal,  and  that  it  ran  a  great  way  to  the  N.  W.  At  noon  on  ye 
26th  our  latde.  Avas  5°29'  south,  longitude  123'  07'  et.  By  four 
that  afternoon  we  got  round  the  N.  W.  end  of  it,  which  lies  in 
latde.  5^  2-t'  st.,  longitude  123°  et.  Stood  for  the  south  end  of 
Bouton,  which  was  distant  from  us  about  eiarht  leagues.    27th,  by  Eouton 

.  ■  .  ?  "  ^     J    Island 

two  o'clock  in  ye  morning,  were  abreast  of  it,  when  we  stood  for 
the  straits  of  Salayer,  Avhich  we  got  through.  The  28th,  at  noon, 
they  lie  in  latde.  5°  44',  longde.  120'  03'  et.  The  1st  of  July  saw 
the  island  of  Solombo ;  it  lies  in  latde.  5°  31'  st.,  longitude  114° 
et.  ;  it  is  very  small,  and,  I  believe,  not  inhabited.  The  next 
day  saw  the  island  of  Lubeck,  which  is  much  larger  than  the 
island  of  Solombo ;  it  is  inhabited,  and  appeared  to  be  well 
cultivated ;  it  lies  in  latitude  5°  50'  st.,  longitude  112°  13''et.  On 
ye  oth,  in  the  morning,  saw  the  island  of  Java,  and  two  A"essels 
at  anchor  under  the  land,  which  were  the  first  strangers  the 
Supply  had  seen  since  November,  1787.  On  the  evening  of  the 
Gth  we  got  up  into  Batavia  roads ;  here  we  found  a  great  number  Batavia, 
of  Dutch  ships,  and  some  Amei'icans,  but  no  English.  The  city 
of  Batavia  cannot  be  seen  from  the  anchoring-place,  as  there 
are  many  trees  that  stand  between  it  and  the '  waterside.  The 
landing-place  is  about  half  a  mile  up  a  river,  into  which  a  number 
of  canals  empty  themselves.  The  houses  are  very  large  and  airy, 
the  streets  wide  and  well  paved.  Most  of  them  have  a  canal 
running  through  them,  which  carries  of  all  dirt  and  contributes 
much  to  the  healthiness  of  the  place,  which  formerly  was  very 
unhealthy,  owing  to  the  canals  not  being  kept  clear,  by  which 
mud  banks  collected,  and  were  very  offensive.  The  healthiness  of 
the  place  now  at  this  present  time  cannot  be  much  boasted  of. 
The  dews  fall  very  heavy  by  night,  and  are  very  unwholesom  to 
be  out  in  them,  as  well  as  the  land  breeze,  which  blows  very 
regular  every  night.  Intemperance,  I  beleive,  is  the  greatest  cause 
of  illness,  particularly  among  the  lower  class  of  people,  who  drink 
the  new  arrack,  which  is  very  unwholesom.  When  we  arriv'd 
here  we  had  not  a  sick  person  on  board,  since  which  several  of  the 
people  have  been  ill ;  but  I  have  taken  notice  that  most  of  them 
have  been  drunk  before  their  illness.     It  is  sometimes  four  or  five 
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1790       days  before  the  liquor  takes  effect.     The  town  is  built  on  tliem 
31  July      very  low  ground ;  but  at  some  distance  inland  are  very  high  moun- 
tains. 

There  is  but  one  remarkable  building  here,  which  is  a  church 
that  has  a  cupola  of  a  tollerable  height,  which  is  seen  from  sea 
before  the  land  on  which  it  stands.  Batavia  is  surrounded  with  a 
wall,  so  that  you  must  pass  the  gates,  at  which  stands  a  guard,  be- 
fore you  can  get  into  the  city.  The  Governor-General  of  India  (aic) 
I'esides  here  ;  he  has  a  council  which  is  called  £dile,  and  any  person 
who  meets  one  of  the  Council,  although  he  is  in  his  coach,  is 
obliged  to  stop  and  rise  from  his  seat  and  make  his  obedience  ; 
and  when  they  pass  the  Governor  they  must  not  only  stop,  but 
come  out  of  their  coach  while  he  passes';  and  no  coach  whatever 
is  allowed  to  pass  his,  let  the  business  be  ever  so  urgent.  I  have 
not  time  to  give  you  so  full  an  account  of  this  place  as  I  could 
wish,  as  the  packet  sails  much  sooner  than  I  expected,  and  I  am 
the  only  person  left  on  board  the  Supply  to  get  her  ready  for  sea, 
as  Mr.  Ball  is  always  on  shore,  and  the  master  sick.  We  have  got 
A  transport  a  briofg  of  about  three  hundred  tons,  and  I  expect  to  go  to  sea  in 
her  in  about  a  fortnight.  The  Supply  sails  before  me.  I  expect  to 
be  at  Port  Jackson  about  the  latter  end  of  September,  and  shall 
most  likely  be  in  England  in  about  twelve  months  from  this  time, 
and  I  shall  go  in  the  first  vessel  that  sails  after  my  arrival.  You 
may  suppose  my  anxiety  to  return  to  Port  Jackson  is  very  great,  as 
we  have  heard  of  vessels  leaving  the  Cape  bound  there.  It  was  a 
very  unfortunate  thing  for  us  the  loss  of  the  Guardian  ;  he*  was 
certainly  very  far  to  the  southward,  but  his  reasons,  1  suppose,  are 
best  known  to  himself.  1  have  sent  you  a  slight  sketch  of  the 
harbour  at  Botany  Bay  and  Port  Jackson.  I  had  them  all 
uompleat  to  send  to  you,  but  they  were  lost  in  the  Sirius,  together 
with  a  very  valuable  collection  of  birds,  which  cost  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble.  Love  and  compliments,  &c.,  &c., 

Newton  Fowell. 
Mr.  King  sails  to-morrow  at  daylight. 


engag'sd. 
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The  Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Mr.  Thornton,! 
[Extract.] 
The  Lady  Juliana  brought  out  from  England  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  women  convicts,    out  of   which  she  had  only  buried 
five,  though  they  had  been  on  board  for  about  fifteen  months. 
The  case  was  much  otherwise  with  the  other  three  ships. 

*  Lieut.  Riou,  commander  of  the  vessel. 

t  The  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  first  chaplain  of  the  settlement,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Thornton, 
describing  the  condition  of  the  convicts  on  board  the  vessels  of  the  Second  Fleet.  Although 
not  official,  it  has  been  considered  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  records.  The  statements 
contained  in  it  are  confimied  by  the  despatches  of  Governor  Phillip  and  the  reports  of  the 
naval  and  military  officers.  The  letter  is  undated,  but  it  must  have  been  written  about 
July,  1790. 
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The  Neptune,  520 

163 

269 

The  Scarborough,  252... 

68 

96 

The  Surprize,  211 

42 

121 

The  short  calculation  or  account  given  me  will  account  for  what 
I  am  going  to  relate. 

Have  been  on  board  these  different  ships.     Was  first  on  board 
the  Surprize.     Went  down  amongst  the  convicts,  where  I  beheld 
a  sight  truly  shocking  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  a  great  number  shocking 
of  them  laying,  some  half  and  others  nearly  quite  naked,  without  the  convicts. 
either  bed  or  bedding,  unable  to  turn  or  help  themselves.     Spoke 
to  them  as  I  passed  along,  but  the  smell  was  so  offensive  that  I 
could  scarcely  bear  it.     I  then  went  on  board  the  Scarborough  ; 
proposed  to  go  down  amongst  them,  but  was  disuaded  from  it  by 
the  captain.      The  Neptune  was  still  more  wretched  and  intoler- 
able, and  therefore  never  attempted  it.     Some  of  these  unhappy 
people  died  after  the  ships  came  into  the  harbour,  before  they  could 
be  taken  on  shore — part  of  these  had  been  thrown  into  the  harbour,  Bodies 
and  their  dead  bodies  cast  upon  the  shore,  and  were  seen  laying  *i{e"haibour 
naked  upon  the  rocks.     Took  an  occasion  to  represent  this  to  his 
Excellency,  in  consequence  of  which  immediate  orders  were  sent 
on  board  that  those  who  died  on  board  should  be  carried  to  the 
opposite  north  shore  and  be  buried.     The  landing  of  these  people 
was  truly  affecting  and  shocking;  great  numbers  were  not  able  to  Helpless 
walk,  nor  to  move  hand  or  foot ;  such  were  slung  over  the  ship  ''"^'^'■""=*- 
side  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  sling  a  cask,  a  box,  or  any- 
thing of  that  nature.     Upon  their  being  brought  up  to  the  open 
air  some  fainted,  some  died  upon  deck,  and  others  in  the  boat  Dying  on 
before  they  reached  the  shore.      When  come  on  shore  many  were  ti^g^,*"^ '" 
not  able  to  walk,  to  stand,  or  to  stir  themselves  in  the  least,  hence 
some  were  led  by  others.      Some  creeped  upon  their  hands  and 
knees,  and  some  were  carried  upon  the  backs  of  others.      The  next 
thing  to  be  considered  was  what  was  to  be  done  with  all  these 
miserable  objects.      Besides  the  sick  that  were  in  the  hospital 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  there  were  now  landed  not  less 
than  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  sick  ;  but  the  hospital  erected  Nearly  500 
here  is  not  sufficient  to   hold   above  sixty  or  eighty  at  most; 
what  then  must  be  done  with  the  rest  1       It  was  fortunate  that 
A  new  hospital  was  brought   out   in   the  Justinian.       This   was  a  new 
set  up  with  all  speed  ;  a  great  number  of  tents,  in  all  ninety    °*'^' 
•or  a  hundred,  were  pitched.     In  each  of  these  tents  there  were 
•fibout   four   sick    peoj^le  ;    here   they   lay   in    a   most    deplorable  No  clotMng 
situation.     At  first  they  had  nothing  to  lay  upon  but  the  damp  fo^  the  sick. 
ground,  many  scarcely  a  rag  to  cover  them.     Grass  was  got  for 
them  to  lay  upon,  and   a  Ijlanket  given  amongst  four  of  them. 
Have  been  amongst  them  for  hours,  may  say  days  together,  going 
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1790  from  one  tent  to  another,  from  one  person  to  another,  and  you 
July.  may  imagine  that  what  I  here  beheld  was  not  a  little  aftecting. 
The  number  landed  sick  were  near  five  hundred,  most  at  the 
hospital,  and  some  few  dispersed  here  and  there  throughout  the 
camp.  The  misery  I  saw  amongst  them  is  unexpressible  ;  many 
were  not  able  to  turn,  or  even  to  stir  themselves,  and  in  this 
situation  were  covered  over  almost  with  their  own  nastiness,  their 
heads,  bodies,  cloths,  blanket,  all  full  of  filth  and  lice.  Scurvy 
was  not  the  only  nor  the  worst  disease  that  prevailed  amongst 
them  (one  man  I  visited  this  morning,  I  think,  I  may  say  safely 
had  10,000  lice  upon  his  body  and  bed)  ;  some  were  exercised  with 
violent  fevers,  and  others  with  a  no  less  violent  purging  and  flux. 
The  complaints  they  had  to  make  were  no  less  aflecting  to  the  ear 
than  their  outward  condition  was  to  the  eye.  The  usage  they 
met  with  on  lioard,  according  to  their  own  story,  was  truly  shock- 
ing ;  sometimes  for  days,  nay,  for  a  considerable  time  together, 
ihey  have  been  to  the  middle  in  water  chained  together,  hand  and 
leg,  even  the  sick  not  exempted — nay,  many  died  with  the  chains 
upon  them.  Promises,  entreaties,  were  all  in  vain,  and  it  was 
not  till  a  very  few  days  before  they  made  the  harbour  that  they 
were  released  out  of  irons.  The  greatest  complaints  by  far  were 
from  those  persons  who  had  come  in  the  Neptune.  jSTo  wonder 
Bitter  that  they  should  be  so  afflicted;  no  ^^'onder  to  hear  them  groaning 

compaints.  ^^^  crying  and  making  the  most  bitter  lamentations.  Endeav- 
oured to  comisei'ate  them  under  their  afl[lictions,  pitied  them, 
encoui'aged  them  to  hope  many  of  them  would  soon  recover ;  that 
every  indulgence,  every  attention  would  be  paid  to  them  ;  prayed 
with  them,  and  gave  some  books  amongst  those  of  them  that  were 
able  to  read. 

You  will,  perhaps,  be  astonished  when  I  tell  you  a  little  of  the 
Aullainy  of  these  wretched  people.  Some  would  complain  they 
had  no  jackets,  shirts,  or  trowsers,  and  begged  that  I  would 
intercede  for  them.  Some  by  this  means  have  had  two,  three, 
four — nay,  one  man  not  less  than  six  difterent  sloj)3  given  him, 
which  he  would  take  an  opportunity  to  sell  to  some  others,  and 
then  make  the  same  complaints  and  entreaties.  AVhen  any  of  them 
were  near  dying,  and  had  something  given  them  as  bread  or 
lillipie  (flour  and  water  boiled  together),  or  any  other  necessaries, 
the  person  next  to  him  or  others  would  catch  the  bread,  etc.,  out 
of  his  hand,  and,  with  an  oath,  say  that  he  was  going  to  die,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  of  no  service  to  him.  No  sooner  would  the 
breath  be  out  of  any  of  their  bodies  than  others  would  watch 
them  and  strip  them  entirely  naked.  Instead  of  alleviating  the 
distresses  of  each  other,  the  weakest  were  sure  to  go  to  the  wall. 
In  the  night-time,  which  at  this  time  is  very  cold,  and  especially 
this  would  be  felt  in  the  tents,  where  they  had  nothing  but  grass 
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strongest  of  the  four  would  take  the  whole  blanket  to  himself       1790 

and  leave  the  rest  quite  naked.     These  three  last  ships  have  now       July. 

been  here  about  six  weeks.     In  this  time  you  may  suppose  there 

have  been  great  alterations  among  the  sick  ;  a  good  many  ai-e  so 

far  recovered  that  they  have  got  to  work  ;  a  great  number  have 

died  ;  have  buried  not  less  than  eighty-six  since  they  landed — ■  J^^^l!!,^'^"^ 

eighty-four  convicts,  one  child,  and  one  soldier. 


Device  for  Seal. 
Court  of  St.  James's,  4  August,  1790.  *  Aug. 

Whereas  thei'e  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  report  from  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  appointed 
for  the  consideration  of  all  matters  relating  to  trade  and  foreign 
plantations,  dated  the  3rd  of  this  instant,  humbly  oftering  to  his 
Majesty  for  his  royal  approbation  the  draught  of  a  Great  Seal  to  d'eat  Seal. 
be  made  use  of  within  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  and 
the  islands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  viz.  : — 

On  one  side  : — Convicts  landed  at  Botany  Bay  ;  their  fetters  Obverse. 
taken  off  and  received  by  Industry  sitting  on  a  bale  of  goods  with 
her  attributes,  the  distaff,  l^ee-liive,  pick-axe,  and  spade,  pointing 
to  oxen  ploughing,  the  rising  liabitations,  and  a  church  on  a  hill 
at  a  distance,  with  a  fort  for  their  defence.  Motto  :  Sicfo7'lis 
etruria  crevit ;  with  this  inscription  round  the  circumference  : 
Sigillum  Nov.  Camb.  Aust. 

On  the  reverse: — His  Majesty's  arms  in  a  shield,  with  the  sup-  Reverse. 
porters  ;  garter  and  imperial  crown,  with  the  motto ;  and  round 
the  circumference  his  Majesty's  titles. 

His  Majesty,  taking  the  said  draught  of  a  seal  into  considera-  Seal 
tion,  was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  *''^' 
thereof.  And  his  Majesty  doth  hereby  order  that  his  Chief 
Engi'aver  of  Seals  do  forthwith  engrave  the  said  seal,  according 
to  the  said  draught,  and  lay  the  same  before  his  Majesty  at  this 
Board  for  his  royal  approbation.  And  that  the  Right  Honourable 
AVm.  Wyndham  Grenville,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  do  cause  a  warrant  to  be  preparefl  for  his  Majesty's 
r(,>yal  .signature  to  the  said  engraver  for  that  purpose.* 


Governor  Phillip  to  Uxder  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Sydney,  Aug.  6th,  1790.  CAu^. 

Having  answered  the  pul)lic  letter,  by  the    Justinian,    T 
have  only  to  inform  you  that  all  the  transports  are  now  dischai-ged  J.''fV^''.°''*? 
from  Government  employ,  except  the  Neptune,  which  ship  will 
be  discharged  in  four  or  five  days. 

The  Lady  Juliana  ai-i'ived  the  3rd  of  June,  was  discharged  the  The  Lady 
2nd  of  July,  and  sailed  the  25th  for  China. 

*  The  seal  was  apiirovcd  by  the  Kiiig-in-Council,  21st  January,  1791.    Post,  p.  431. 
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The  Justiman  arrived  the  20th  of  June,  and  sailed  the  28th 
of  July  with  provisions  for  Norfolk  Island,  after  landing  of  which 
the  master  has  orders  to  proceed  to  Canton,  according  to  the  con- 
tract made  by  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Navy  with 
the  East  India'  Company. 

The  Surprize  arrived  the  26th  of  June,  and  the  convicts  being 
landed,  that  ship  received  on  board  as  much  provisions  as  she 
could  stow,  with  37  male  and  157  female  convicts,  and  sailed  for 
Norfolk  Island  the  1st  of  August.  After  landing  the  people  and 
provisions  the  master  is  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  China,  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  owners. 

The  Scarborough  and  Neptune  arrived  the  28th  of  June  ; 
the  Scarborough  was  discharged  from  Government  employ  the 
27th  of  July,  and  is  now  ready  to  sail  for  China. 

All  the  convicts  brought  out  in  the  Surprize,  Scarborough,  and 
Neptune  were  landed  within  nine  days  after  those  ships  arrived, 
and  the  convicts,  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  in  the  Surprize,  were  put 
on  board  that  ship  the  day  before  she  sailed,  and  were  victualled 
for  the  passage  by  the  Commissary. 

The  number  of  sick  have  decreased  considerably,  the  returns 
of  this  day  being  only  220.     Deaths  since  the  27th  of  June,  89. 

I  hcive,  (tc, 
A.  Phillip. 

Norfolk  Island — Proclamation. 
By  his  Honour  the  Lieut.-Governor  and  Council. 
Whereas  by  our  Order-in-Council,  bearing  date  the  19th  of  July 
last,  we  judged  it  necessary  to  forbid  the  issuing  any  more  salt 
provisions  from  the  store  during  the  time  the  birds  should  con- 
tinue to  be  had  in  such  abundance  at  Mt.  Pitt.  "VVe  do  therefore 
by  this  order  and  proclamation  direct  that  during  the'  time  and 
as  long  as  the  present  scarcity  of  salt  provisions  shall  continue, 
that  whenever  any  fish  is  caught  by  the  boats  employed  for  that 
purpose,  that  it  shall  be  served  by  the  storekeeper  and  his  assistant 
in  as  equal  proportions  as  can  conveniently  be  done  without 
mangling  the  fish. 

And  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  the  storekeeper  and  the 
person  or  persons  to  be  served,  such  dispute  or  complaint  shall  be 
referred  to  the  decision  of  two  officers  (one  of  the  naval  and  the 
other  of  the  marine  corps),  who  will  attend  for  that  purpose,  and 
their  determination  shall  be  final. 

It  is  likewise  unanimously  resolved  and  ordered  from  the  7th 
inst.  that  the  ration  of  provision  is  during  the  present  scarcity  to 
consist  of  two  pounds  of  flour,  one  pint  of  rice,  and  half  a  pint  of 
callivances  [oaravances]  per  week  for  each  person,  in  addition  to 
what  birds  or  fish  may  be  procured,  this  being  the  largest  propoi-- 
tion  that  can  possibly  be  issued  until  some  supply  arrives,  or  until 
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tlie  potatoes  and  corn  are  fit  for  use  ;  and  so  soon  as  that  happens,       1790 
the  Lieut.-Governor  and  Council  will  have  the  utmost  pleasure  and      7  Aug. 
satisfaction  in  ordering  an  ample  allowance  of  whatever  may  be  in 
store. 

Done  at  headquarters  in  Norfolk  Island,  the  7  th  day  of  August, 
1790. 


Norfolk  Island — Proclamation. 

Proclamation  for  the  more  effectually  securing  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  a  sure  and  pegiceable  means  of  subsistence. 
By  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Govr.  and  Council. 
"Whereas  the  distressed  state  in  which  this  settlement  has  been 
for  four  months  past,  and  still  continues  to  be  in,  from  there  not 
being  at  this  time  more  proWsions  in  store  at  the  most  reduced 
allowance  that  is  possible  for  people  to  subsist  on  for  more  than  Twelve 
twelve  weeks  from  this  date  ;  and  as  there  is  not  the  most  distant  pi^ovisions. 
hope  of  relief  from  the  deplorable  state  in  which  we  are  left,  except 
V)y  our  own  industry  and  utmost  exertions  in  getting  land  ready 
for  the  reception  of  corn,  potatoes,  and  all  other  vegetable  pro- 
ductions which  may  be  judged  most  fit  for  us  to  subsist  upon,  and 
as  this  is  a  work  that  for  some  time  past  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  employ  the  troops  upon,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  expected 
that  this  settlement  should  any  longer  continue  any  proportion  No  work, 
of  pro^^sions  to  any  person  whatever,  either  male  or  female,  who  "°  ^°°'^- 
does  not  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  and  strength  contribute 
their  share  of  labour  to  the  general  clearing  and  cultivating  land 
so  essentially  necessary  to  the  good  of  the  whole.      It  is  therefore 
become  an  absolute  duty,   which   we   owe   the  public  and  our- 
selves, to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  found  most  likely  to  secure 
to  us  that  subsistence  which  we  have  reason  to  hope  we  may  enjoy 
from  the  fruits  of  our  own  labour,  and  for  devising  the  most  effectual 
and  speedy  means  of  freeing  the  settlement  from  a  set  of  the  most 
unfeeling  and  destructive  wretches  that  ever  infested  any  country,  idlers. 

We  have  unanimously  resolved  and  ordered,  therefore,  that  if  Their 
any  person,  male  or  female,  shall  withdraw  or  keep  from  the  JJeat'h'.^"'^"* 
public  work  on  which  he,  she,  or  they  may  have  been  ordered,  or 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  such  work  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  or  shall  desert  or  abscond  into  the  woods,  every  such 
person  or  persons  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  of  the  most 
dangerous  and  pernicious  consequence  to  the  community  at  large, 
and  therefore  be  adjudged  to  suffer  death. 

And  in  future,  should  there  be  any  such  wretches  left  among  Outlawry. 
us  who  may  be  so  lost  to  every  feeling  of  humanity  as  well  as  to 
their  own  interest,  and  on  which  their  subsistence  entirely  must 
and  does  depenfl,  their  names  will  from  time  to  time  be  inserted 
in  a  pi'oclumation  for  that  purpose.      Tiiese  are  therefore  in  his 
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Majesty's  name  to  require  and  direct  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
as  well  as  all  others  his  Majesty's  loving  subjects,  as  they  tender 
the  safety  and  pi^eservation  of  the  means  of  life,  to  use  fcheir  utmost 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  to  be  apprehended 
from  such  people  being  at  large  by  apprehending  tliem,  or  any  of 
them,  or  by  putting  them  to  death,  or  causing  them  to  be  put  to 
death,  as  the  only  means  left  for  our  preservation,  and  wliich  we 
conceive  to  be  a  measure  founded  on  self-defence,  which  necessity 
renders  strictly  legal  both  in  the  eye  of  God  and  man. 

And  in  order  that  no  one  may  plead  ignorance,  it  is  further 
resolved  and  ordered  that  if  any  person  or  persons,  either  male  or 
female,  shall  knowingly  or  willingly  hai'bour  or  conceal,  or  shall 
assist  such  fugitive  or  runaway  convict  or  convicts  with  any  kind 
of  provisions,  clotliing,  arms,  ammunition,  tools  or  implements  of 
husbandry,  or  any  other  article  or  thing  which  may  assist  him 
or  them,  in  order  to  commit  depredations  on  the  inhabitants 
at  large  as  well  as  upon  the  public,  such  person  or  persons  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  crime  deserving  death,  and  shall  sutler 
accordingly. 

And  it  is  further  unanimously  resolved  and  ordered  that  from 
and  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  if  any  person  or  persons, 
either  male  or  female,  who  shall  or  may  desert  or  abscond  into  the 
woods,  and  shall  not  in  the  course  of  one  week  from  the  time  he, 
she,  or  they  may  be  called  upon  by  summons  placed  at  the  side  of  the 
gate  going  to  the  Government  House,  make  their  personal  appear- 
ance at  the  public  store  on  either  of  the  days  on  which  the 
provisions  are  generally  issued,  and  demand  their  ration  from  the 
storekeeper,  every  such  person  or  persons  shall  in  such  cases  be 
deemed  to  be  outlawed,  and  therefore  to  suffer  death  by  the 
sentence  of  a  court-martial,  which  is  to  be  assembled  by  the 
Lieut. -Govr.  for  that  purpose,  befoi'e  whom,  if  the  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall  be  taken  alive,  the  oath  of  the  store- 
keeper shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  full  and  sufficient  proof  that  such 
offender  or  offenders  did,  in  contempt  and  defiance  of  every 
authority,  continue  at  lai'ge  as  freebooters  and  outlaws;  or  if  such 
offender  or  offenders  should  by  the  authority  of  this  proclamation 
be  put  to  death,  then,  in  that  case,  such  court-martial  as  before 
expressed  shall  proceed  to  take  the  same  proofs  as  if  the  offender 
or  offenders  had  been  taken  alive.  Upon  due  proof  of  the  case 
they  are  to  acquit  the  person  or  persons  who  have  so  complied 
with  the  spirit  of  the  proclamation. 

That  this  and  all  other  courts-mai'tial  which  are  or  may  be 
assembled  liy  virtue  of  a  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  tlie 
Lieut.-Govr.,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  enquire  into, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  try  all  causes  and  complaints 
or  offences  mentioned  in  this  or  any  foi'mer  proclamation,  and 
proceed  to  giving  judgment  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if 
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the  same  or  every  part  of  it  luid  been  expressly  mentioned  in  the       ^'''90 
rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  all  his  Majesty's      7  Aug- 
forces.     And  in  order  that  e^•ery  person  in  this  island  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  testifying  their  good  dispositions  upon  this,  as 
well  as  upon  all  other  occasions,  by  assenting  and  agreeing  to  this 
and  all  other  rules  and  orders  which  have  or  hereafter  may  be 
unanimously  agreed  to  and  passed  by  the  Lieut.-Govr.  and  Council 
for  the  good  of  the  whole  settlement,  it  is  ordered  that  this  and 
all   other  proclamations  whieli  may  hereafter  be  issued  by  the 
above  authority  shall,  together  with  the  second  and  third  articles 
of  the  twentieth  section  of  the  Articles  of  War  for  the  better 
government  of  all  his  Majesty's  forces,  be  publickly  read  on  the  publication 
open  street ;   and  that  the  inhabitants,  as   well  free  people  as  "^^  orders, 
others,  shall  be  in^•ited  to  testify  their  approbation  of  this,  and 
e^■ery  part  of  it,  by  voluntarily  subscribing  to  this  declaration  of 
their  assent. 

Norfolk  Island,  7th  day  of  August,  1790. 


» 


GovERxoR  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepeax. 

Sir,  ^ytliiey.  New  South  Wales,  22nd  August,  1790.  22  Aug-. 

My  public  letters  were  sent  by  the  Justinian,  of  which 
I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  by  the  Scarborough. 

The  Lady  Juliana  arrived  in  this  port  the  3rd  of  June,  and 
was  discharged  from  Government  employ  the  2nd  of  July. 

The  Justinian  arrived  the  20th  of  June,  and  sailed  the  28th  The 
of  July,  with  provisions  for  Norfolk  Island,  after  landing  of  which   '^"''1'°'  ^• 
the  master  had  the  necessary  instructions  for  proceeding  to  China. 

The  Surprize  arrived  the  26th  of  June,  and  sailed  the  1st  of 
August  with  convicts  and  provisions  for  Norfolk  Island,  from 
whence  that  ship  will  proceed  to  China,  according  to  the  direction 
of  her  owners. 

The  Scarljorough  and  Neptune  came  into  this  harbour  the  28tli 
rif  June,  and  anchored  in  the  Cove  the  29th  ;  all  the  convicts 
were  landed  from  the  Surprize,  Scarborough,  and  Neptune,  within 
nine  days  after  their  arrival.  The  Scarljorough  jjeing  cleared  of 
the  provisions  and  stoi'es,  was  discharged  from  Government  employ 
the  27th  day  of  July  ;  and  the  Neptune  being  likewise  cleared,  was 
discliarged  the  19th  day  of  August. 

I  ha\e  mentioned  to  the  Navy  Board  the  necessity  of  two  small  Small 
schooners,  and  of  a  barge  that  wf)uld  draw  Ijut  little  water,  for  the  rcfmired. 
pui-pose  of  sending  provisions,  etc.,  to  Rose  Hill,  where  the  creek, 
\\lien  the  tide  is  out,  has  not  more  than  18  inches  water.  And 
ill  former  letters  to  your  office  and  to  the  Boai'd  of  Admiralty  the 
advantages  which  would  attend  a  ship  laying  here  as  a  store-ship 
were  pointed  out.  From  that  ship  the  small  vessels  may  be 
manned,  for  convicts  never  can  be  trusted. 
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Several  convicts  have  got  away  from  this  settlement  on  board 
of  the  transports,  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent,  unless 
the  masters  of  those  ships  on  board  of  which  they  may  be 
secreted  are  prosecuted  with  severity,  for  convicts  can  remain  in 
the  woods  many  days  before  a  ship  sails  ;  or  they  may  be  secreted 
on  board  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  any  search  ineffectual. 

Gilbert,  the  master  of  the  Charlotte,  when  he  sailed  in  May, 

1788,  carried  away  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Supply,  and  a 
young  man  who  was  an  apprentice  to  the .  boatswain  of  the 
Sirius.  Nor  do  I  imagine  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  that 
Gilbert  himself  proposed  to  both  these  people  that  they  should 
desert;  and  I  am  confident  that  nothing  but  prosecuting  the 
masters  of  such  ships  as  carry  away  seamen  or  convicts  from 
the  settlement  will  prevent  our  losing  the  best  men.  The  Navy 
Board  have  it  in  their  power  to  know  what  men  are  received  on 
board  the  transports  after  they  leave  England. 

As  ships  coming  in  with  the  land  do  not  readily  discover  the 
entrance  of  this  harbour,  a  stone  building  will  be  erected  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  very  near  the  South  Head,  which  will  be 
a  sufficient  mark  for  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
coast.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  23rd  August,  1790. 

Since  my  letter  of  yesterday  was  closed,  several  convicts 
being  missing,  a  search  was  ordered  to  be  made  on  board  the  Nep- 
tune, transport,  Donald  Trail,  master,  and  one  convict,  Joseph 
Sutton,  was  found  concealed  in  the  hold,  where,  from  the  report 
made  by  John  Bate,  a  quarter-master  of  the  ship,  preparation  had 
been  made  when  the  people  stowed  the  hold .  for  concealing  con- 
victs. Now,  sir,  if  the  master  of  the  Neptune  is  not  prosecuted  what 
I  have  observed  in  my  former  letters  will  certainly  follow — every 
ship  that  stops  here  on  her  way  to  China  will  carry  off  some  of  the 
best  convicts,  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  force  in  this 
country  to  prevent,  as  they  may  conceal  themselves  in  the  woods 
for  a  week  or  a  month  before  the  ship  sails. 

The  convict  found  on  board  the  Neptune  says  that  he  was 
carried  off  in  one  of  the  ship's  boats.  There  is  little  doubt  but 
that  more  convicts  are  concealed  on  board  ;  but  whether,  as  I 
have  given  my  word  to  the  master  of  the  ship  that  he  should  be 
prosecuted,  he  will  venture  to  carry  them  to  sea,  or  whether  he 
will  land  them,  is  uncertain. 

The  Neptune  sails  to-morrow.  I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 
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Captain  Hunter  to  Secretary  Stephens.  1793 

Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  27111  Augt.,  1790.  27  Aug. 

Altho'  it  i.s  highly  probable  that  their  Lordships  will 
be  in  possesion  of  the  information  which  this  letter  is  meant  to 
convey  long  before  it  can  possibly  reach  England,  yet  as  this  is 
the  first  opportunity  which  I  have  met  with  since  it  has  been  my 
misfortune  to  be  on  this  island,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  embrace 
it,  and  to  inform  their  Lordships  that,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
from  Captain  Arthur  Phillip,  principal  captain  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Sirius,  I  sailed  in  that  ship  under  my  command  from  Port  The  Sirius 
Jackson,    the   6th   of    March    last,    havinij    previously   embarked  and  Supply 

-iir'T>  !•  •  ?ii'  ^^a"  from 

Major  Koss  and  a  company  of  marines,  with  their  proper  officers  PortJack- 
and  baggage,  &c.,  and  also  one  hundred  and  eighty -six  male  and  ^°"' 
female  convicts,  with  a  proportion  of  provisions  and  other  stores 
for  this  island.      His   Majesty's   arm'd  tender    Supply    was   also 
ordered,  with  one   company  of  marines  and   as  many  convicts  as 
she   could  take  on  board,  and   Lieutenant  Ball,  her  commander, 
directed  to  put  himself  under  my  command.      I  arrived  here  the  off  Norfolk 
13th  following,  and  the  wind   being  from   S.W.,  which   makes  a  island. 
very  great  sea  in  Sydney  Bay,  where  the  settlement  is  fixed,  and 
which  is  the  only  place  where  stores  of  any  weight  can  be  landed, 
I  run  to  leeward   of  the  island,  where,  finding  the  water  smooth 
and  not  much  surf  on  the  shore,  I  found  it  practicable  to  put  the 
people  on  shore,  with  such   baggage  as  they  could   conveniently 
take   with   them.      In   two  days   the  whole  of  the  marines  and  Marines  and 
convicts  were  landed  from  both  ships.      The  wind  now  shifted  to  unded.* 
the  eastw'd,  and  blew  so  hard,   with  thick  weather,  that  I  was 
driven  considerably  to  leeward  of  the  island,  a  circumstance  which 
gave  me  much  uneasiness,  for  there  were  now  four  hundred  people 
on  the  island,  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  provisions  for  such  a 
number  remaining  in  the  store,  and  I  had  not  been  able   to   land 
one   cask   for   their   relief.      On  the    19th,    by   a    slant    of  wind, 
I  was   enabled  to  get  in  with  the  land  again,  and  on  standing 
in  found   I   could  fetch  Sydney   Bay.     The  Supply,  which   had  Sydney  Bay. 
parted  company  the  jtreceding  night,  was  observed  laying-to  in 
the  bay.      The   signal   at  this  time  was  fiying   upon   the  shore, 
signifying  that  boats    could   land  without  any    danger  from  the 
surf.      Happy   to  avail   myself  of  this   favourable  signal,  and  to 
get  something  landed  for  the  relief  of  the  settlement,  I  stood  in  as 
far  as  I  judged  safe,  and  Ijrought  the  ship  to,  with  her  head  off  in  the 
S.E.  or  windward  part  of  the  bay — the  wind  being  S.E.  by  E.  ; 
and  at  this  time  the  ebb  tiile,  which  setts  very  strong  to  the  east- 
ward,   was   suj>pos'd   to   Ije  made  about  two  hours.      Before  the 
second  boat  was  completely   loaded,  observing  the   ship,   to  my  The  ships  in 
astonishment,  fall  fast  to  leeward,  I  made  sail,  got  the  tacks  on  '^'"'''"itiea. 
board,  and  ordei-'d  the  boats  away.      At  this  unfortunate  juncture 
the  wind  shifted  .se%eral  points  to  the  southward,  which  prevented 
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1790      i^y  Toeing  able  to  weathex*  a  reef  which  extends  some  distance  from 

2-Aus-.     the  N.W.  point    of   the  bay,   and  instead  of    having  the  usual 

easterly  tide,  which  had  always  been  found  regular,  there  was  a 

strong  westerly  current  the  whole  of  this  day  and  great  part  of  the 

next.     The  Supply,  being  ahead,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  weather 

this  reef;  she  tack'd.     The  KSirius  could  not  weather  it,  and  was 

thrown  in  stays.     Here,  to  add  to  the  danger  of  our  situation,  the 

The  Sirius     wind  baffled  her  and  she  missed  stays,  but  was  wore  round  in  very 

misses stajs.  j{^j.|g  j^qoiu  and  brought  to  the  wind  on  the  other  tack,  upon  which 

she  lay  very  little  better  than  paralel  to  the  shore,  for  the  wind 

had  now  got  so  far  to  the  southward  that  it  blew  dead  into  the 

bay.     The  ship  still  seem'd  to  fall  to  leeward,  and  shoaFd  the 

water  to  5  fathoms  ;  I  again  threw  her  in  stays,  she  came  up  head 

to  wind,  but  was  here  so  long  at  a  stand  that  I  order'd  the  anchor 

to  be  cut  away,  people  having  been  placed  by  it  with  axes,  but  she 

had  gathered  so  much  sternway  that,  before  the  cable  could  check 

Strikes  a       her,  she  struck  violently  upon  a  pointed  rock,  and  was  instantly 

^'°°^'  bulged.   This  l)ay,  v:e  noiv  Jind,  is  full  of  such  rock?,  and  is  wholely 

a  bed  of  coral.      When  I  found  the  ship  was  bulged,  and  that  the 

water  Avas  flowing  fast  into  lier  hold,  I  ordered  the  masts  to  be 

cut  away,  in  order  to  lighten  the  ship  before  she  was  full  of  water, 

that  the  sea  might  throw  her  into  shoaler  water,  and  give  some 

hope  of  saving  the  lives  of  those  on  board.     This  had  tlie  desired 

The  crew      effect ;  the  ship's  company  were  all  saved,  being  hauled  by  the 

saved.  people  on  shore  through  a  very  heavy  surf  and  over  a  coral  reef, 

by  which  several  were  nearly  dead  when  landed,  but,  with  proper 

assistance,  were  recovered  again.     To  enter  into  every  particular 

circumstance  attending  this   unfortunate   shipwreck   would  very 

much  exceed  the  limits  of  a  letter  ;  and  as  the  round  this  letter 

must  take  before  it  can  reach  the  Admiralty  will  subject  it  to  the 

risk  of  a  miscarriage  (it  goes  by  way  of  China)  their  Lordships,  I 

hope,  Avill  pardon  me  for  not  being  more  particular. 

Happily,  a  short  time  after  the  loss  of  the  ship  the  weather  became 

so  moderate  that  we  were  enabled  to  get  a  few  of  the  most  expert 

swimmers  on  board,  by  whose  assistance  we  saved  a  few  of  the 

stores  and     stores  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  provisions,  otherwise  our  situa- 

provisions.     ^jq,^  j^gj-g  would  have  been  attended  with  very  fatal  consequences. 

Two  ships  have  passed  this  island  from  Port  Jackson  for  China. 

Two  ships   are  here   now,    and  have  landed  about  two  hundred 

convicts  and  some  provisions.      By  those  ships  I  understand  I  am 

not  yet  to  be  relieved,  but  to  continue  some  time  longer  in  this 

A  distressing-  distressing  situation,  with  a  ship's  company  almost  naked,  having 

lost  everything  they  had  in  the  ship  except  what  they  came  through 

the   surf  in,  and  no  prospect  of  having  their  wants  relieved  until 

they  can  be  removed  from  hence,  which  I  find  is  not  to  be  the  case 

until  the  arrival  of  the  Gorgon,  which  I  most  earnestly  hope  may 

be  soon.     I  am,  kc,  Jxo.  Hunter. 


situation. 
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Wreck  of  the  Sirius. — Letter  from  a\  Officer.  1790 

(Banks  Papers).*  1790.  -'^^s- 

From  this  time  to  the  latter  end  of  April  we  never  let  slip  a 
single  Opportunity  of  working  in  the  Ship,  and  by  the  10th  of  the 
above  Month  had  preserved  the  nnder-mentioned  quantity  of  pro-  Provisions, 
visions,  which  was  all  we  had  to  depend  upon,  and  our  sanguine 
Expectation  of  a  relief  given  up  till  next  Season,  or  by  sujiposition 
of  the  sup]ily  bringing  Ships  from  some  European  Settlement, 
whieli,  within  the  Bounds  of  probability,  could  not  be  sooner  than 
six  Months.! 

State  of  Provisions  in  the  Public  Store  of  Norfolk  Island  as  per  The 
Survey,  April  10th,  1790  :— Flour,  27,006  lbs.  ;  Rice,  11,490  lbs.;  S.''^ 
Callavances,  47  bushels;  Beef,  8,375  lbs.;  Pork,  8,077  lbs.;  Spirits, 
553  gallons — being  the  whole  of  every  Specie  saved  from  the  Wreck 
of  the  Simis  [Sirivis],  including  her  own  proportion,  with  that  of 
the  Settlement,  to  support  503  Souls  till  some  relief  might  occur. 

Ration  issued  from  April  till  the  15th  of  May. — Floui%  4  lbs.  ;  Ration. 
Ilico,  2  lbs.  ;   Pork,  2h  lbs.  ;  Spirits,  3^  ]nnts  per  AVeek. 

Ration  from  May  15th  till  July  19th. — Flour,  3  lbs. ;  Rice,  1  lb. ; 
Beef,  1^  lb.,  or  17  ozs.  of  Pork.  Children  above  12  Months  old,  half 
the  above  Ration,  and  under,  Ih  lb.  Flour  and  1  lb.  Rice  p.  Week. 

IST.B. — Spirits  were  issued  till  the  30th  of  May,  as  above,  when  Spirits 

,1      .    CI         •  Til  exhausted. 

that  Specie  was  exhausted. 

Ration  from  July  19th  till  Augt.  4th. — Flour,  3  lbs.;  Rice,  1  lb. 
p'r  Week.  No  more  ]Meat  being  issued  from  the  Store  since  that 
time,  p'r  order  of  the  Council,  till  our  ProA'idential  resource  of 
Mount  Pitt  fail'd  us  ;  and  had  the  relief  kept  back  three  more 
Days,  our  ration  of  Flour  was  agreed  to  have  been  shortened  one  short 
jjound  per  Week,  in  lieu  of  which  we  were  to  have  half  a  pint  of  '*"°"- 
Callavances  [caravances]. 

AV^e  had  also  collected  all  the  Gunner's,  Boatswain'.s,  and  Car- 
penter's Stores  that  could  bs  got  together,  with  all  the  spare  Sails, 
Haulsers,  and  the  small  Bower  Cable,  the  Galley  compleat,  &.C.,  etc.  ; 
and  a  survey  was  held  upon  them  the  25th  of  April,  when  they 
were  secured  in  the  Store  built  for  their  reception.  By  stating  tlie  a  store 
above  rations  altogether,  I  need  not  enter  into  the  genei'al  Order 
of  those  Days,  as  the  occasion  and  necessity  of  them  are  obvious. 

No  doubt  you  will  wonder  when  I  tell  you  that  the  same  Tasks 
were  performed  on  these  very  reduced  Rations  as  when  on  full  allow- 
ance; but  this  was  owing  to  a  Divine  and  providential  resource  from 
and  about  Mount  Pitt,  which  place  supplied  the  whole  Settlement  The  birds 
with  Birds  from  the  latter  end  of  Mai'ch  till  the  middle  of  August,  pitt. 

*  An  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  one  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  of  the  Sirius, 
after  the  wreck  of  that  vessel  at  Norfolk  Islaml.  The  copyist,  it  will  be  noticed,  lias  written 
"  Siniis"  for  "  Sirius."  At  the  head  of  the  IIS.  the  fijjurcs  "  1700,"  in  Sir  Joscjih  Banks' 
handwriting,  appear  ;  the  exact  date  of  the  letter  is  not  ;.'iven,  but  it  was  written  some 
time  ill  August.  The  sketches  and  plans  mentioned  in  the  letter  are  not  anions  the 
Banks  Papers. 

t  The  Sirius,  wrecked  19th  March,  1790.    Relief  arrired,  8th  August,  1790. 
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Birds  and 

eggs. 


The  Bird  is  a  specie  of  the  Petrel,  v/hich  comes  to  this  Island 
about  the  beginning  of  March,  when  they  burrow  under  Ground 
for  laying.  They  were  at  first  taken  out  of  their  Holes  in  the  Day, 
but  soon  after  we  found  Night  to  be  the  Time  for  .slaughter,  as  our 
whole  Horizon  (in  the  Woods)  was  then  covered  with  thein,  and 
there  was  no  walking  without  kicking  them  before  you. 

The  Mould  being  soft  and  loose  on  the  Mount,  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  scratching  their  Way.  Their  holes  are  about  3  feet 
long,  and  on  a  gradual  descent.  About  the  middle  of  April  there 
were  vast  numbers  of  Eggs  taken,  both  from  the  Holes  and  Birds, 
which,  if  possible,  were  now  thicker  than  ever.  It  would  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  give  an  account  of  either  the  Quantity  of  Birds 
or  Eggs.  I  can  only  say  that  while  the  Birds  laid  them  (which  was 
from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  beginning  of  .June)  there  was  no 
scarcity  in  any  part  of  the  Town,  and  were  bartered  at  a  very 
cheap  rate.  On  the  19th  of  April  the  Birds  became  so  very 
j:)lentiful  (and  our  Store  so  lean)  the  Governor  issued  out  a  condi- 
tional Order  that  if  every  person  would  give  up  half  a  pound  of 
his  salt  Meat  a  Week  they  might  kill  and  bring  home  as  many 
Birds  from  the  Mount  as  they  pleased  (as  long  as  it  did  not  inter- 
fere with  their  Work),  being  before  this  restricted  by  allowing  only 
so  many  Persons  to  go  out  at  a  time,  and  that  quantity  issued  out 
by  the  Store  Keeper  to  every  individual.  This  being  agreed  to, 
instantly  took  place,  and  the  slaughter  and  nightly  havoc  is  beyond 
Description.  It  is  worthy  of  Remark  that  these  Birds  were  coming 
in  when  our  .sad  and  melancholy  Catastrophe  happened,  and  were 
very  scarce  at  tlie  arrival  of  the  relief.  Nothing  could  have  been 
Providence,  better  timed,  and,  though  rather  paradoxical,  everything  happened 
as  favourably  as  could  be  :  the  Birds  as  above ;  the  Ship  being  cast 
away  in  the  only  spot  where  there  would  be  the  least  Chance  of 
saving  either  our  People  or  the  Provisions,  all  our  Men  keeping 
health  to  the  last,  and  our  Crops  in  a  most  flourishing  State  at  the 
relief's  arrival.  As  I  have  enclosed  a  drawing  of  the  Bird,  I  shall 
give  no  further  description.  We  had,  besides  our  Friends,  the 
Pittites  (the  Vulgar  Appellation),  another  very  capital  resource  if 
the  weather  would  have  permitted  fishing,  which  in  this  Season 
of  the  Year  is  so  very  unsettled  that  on  an  average  we  have  had  but 
3  fine  Days  out  of  15  fit  for  fishing.  Therefore,  our  reliance  on 
this  very  precarious  resource  was  of  little  note  when  compared 
to  the  Birds,  which  were  to  be  had  in  any  number  for  going  for. 
They  are  very  fine  eating,  exceeding  fat  and  firm,  and,  I  think 
(though  no  Connoisseur),  as  good  as  any  I  ever  eat. 

They  are  a  kind  of  Snapper  [schnapperj,  and  as  I  am  but  a  poor 

liand  at  description  I  have  enclosed  a  small  drawing,  which  is  here 

much  wanted  and  greatly  esteemed.    We  had  given  up  all  hopes  of  a 

relief  till  about  November,  December,  and  January,  and  were  all 

Gardening,    turned  gardiners  for  our  own  support.     AVe  (Mr.  Bryan,  Mr.  Short- 


Fishing 

precarious, 
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land,  and  myself),  the  only  three  non-commissioned  Officers  wrecked  1790 
from  the  Simis  [Sirius]  that  Capn.  Hunter  kept  with  the  remainder  Aug.  . 
of  the  Crew,  the  others  being  returned  to  Port  Jackson  in  the  Supply 
(as  before  observed),  had  a  most  excellent  Garden  (our  Garden  of 
ab't  ^  of  an  acre),  which,  though  we  did  not  clear  from  the  Trees,  we 
fenced  round,  dug  up,  planted,  set  and  sowed,  with  the  assistance  of 
only  one  of  our  Seamen.  Besides,  one  of  us  had  to  attend  the  Duty 
of  the  Day  in  rotation ;  therefore  you  may  judge  we  had  but  very- 
little  idle  time.  However,  when  the  relief  arrived,  our  Crops  were 
flourishing,  having  a  good  prospect  of  digging  upwards  of  30 
Bushels  of  Potatoes,  picking  vast  quantities  of  french  Beans,  and 
cutting  many  fine  heart  Cabbages  and  Lettuces,  &c.,  (fee,  and  that  Flourishing 
very  day  the  relief  ai-rived  we  were  going  to  clear  a  piece  of  °''°P*" 
Ground  for  Indian  Corn.  Our  Seamen  also  had  besfun  their 
Gardens.  Our  Birds  becoming  scarce,  we  were  forced  to  com- 
mence Forages ;  and  I  assure  you  at  the  Relief  we  were  not  bad 
hands  at  either  Birds  or  Cabbages  (the  Head  of  the  Palm  Tree), 
and  returned  from  the  Woods  with  our  Loads  on  our  Backs  with 
all  the  Sans  Froid  imaginable.  We  have  great  right  to  remember 
with  gratitude  the  kindness  of  our  good  Friend  Major  Ross  (the  Major  Ross. 
Governor),  who  spared  no  pains  to  make  us  comfortable  in  our 
situation,  and  was  ever  ready  to  serve  us.  He,  poor  unfortunate 
Man,  lost  the  most  of  his  Things,  and  indeed  all  his  Comforts  and 
Papers,  by  our  unfortunate  Wreck,  since  which  he  has  lost  Upwards 
of  £90  in  Articles  sent  from  England  in  the  Guardian,  and  he 
bears  it  with  surprising  magnanimity. 

My  being  on  the  Island  so  long,  and  having  had  an  opportunity 
of  perusing  the  Accounts  published  by  Stockdale  of  this  "  Paradise 
of  Xature,  this  Emj)ire  of  the  East,"  I  cannot  let  slip  this  Oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  few  Remarks,  as  the  Opinions  and  Ideas  of  all 
Persons  here  are  so  very  different  from  the  Publication.  This 
Island  must  be  allowed  by  every  impartial  Person  to  be  as  rich  in  Richness  of 
soil  and  vegitation  as  any  part  of  the  World.  Nothing  has  been  ^^^  ^'^^• 
yet  planted  but  what  has  thrived  in  a  .surprising  degree.  Melons 
and  such  other  Fruit  may  be  had  all  the  Year  round  with  very  little 
Trouble.  Corn  of  all  kinds,  and  in  short  everything,  grows  in  a 
most  luxuriant  Manner. 

Its  only  spontaneous  production,  except  a  few   Berrys  is  the  Produc- 
Banana,  which  are  few,  but  exceeding  good.    There  are  no  Esculant  '''°"°' 
Herbs  or  Flowers  worthy  of  note.     It  is  particularly  well  watered, 
liaving  many  good  runs  of  sufficient  strength  to  turn  Mills,  (fee, 
and  is  of  a  very  good  (piality.     Yet  it  has  its  evils,  three  in  number, 
vizt..  Blights,  Grubs,  and  Paroquets.     The  first  is  pernicious  to  a  evUs. 
degree  at  this  Season  of  the  Year,  comes  generally  with  a  S.E. 
and   easterly  wind,  which  droops  all   Plants  before  it,  which  are 
past  recovery  if  the  Winds  are  at  any  time  in  those  directions.      To 
convince  my  speaking  from  experience,  I  need  look  no  further  back 
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A  destruc- 
tive gale. 


Ravages  of 
Si'ubs 


and 
paroquets. 


Live  stock 
tlourisliing. 

Magniflceiit 
pines. 


Their  size 
and  number. 


Unfit  for 

masts. 


than  the  day  the  relief  arrived  (Aug.  7tli)  off  this  Island,  in  the 
Evening  of  which  there  was  a  shift  of  wind  to  the  S.E.,  which 
only  lasted  a  few  Hours,  laid  a  great  part  of  our  Garden  perfectly 
on  the  Ground,  which  it  has  not  yet  or  ever  will  recover.  Our 
Neighbors  fared  much  worse,  and  most  of  their  Plants  have  since 
perished.  Secondly,  the  Grubs,  whose  unlimitted  Numbers  and 
Mischief  are  beyond  account,  and  have  kept  one  of  us  (in  our 
little  Spot)  continually  emjDloyed  both  forenoons  and  afternoons 
clearing  them  away.  They  spare  nothing  but  Sallads,  which  are 
rather  too  bitter  for  them,  but  young  sweet  plants  stand  not  the 
least  chance ;  therefore,  if  they're  lucky  enough  to  escape  the 
Blight,  they  are  devoured  by  these  insatiable  Insects  before  they 
come  to  the  state  of  Maturity;  and  when  arrived  to  that  State  the 
Paroquets  make  vast  havoc,  devouring  the  Seeds  of  all  Grain,  as 
well  as  most  of  the  Garden  Seeds,  and  small  Spots  would  be  eiitirely 
consumed  were  they  not  well  watched.  They  fly  in  great  Flocks, 
and  are  so  tame  that  with  common  caution  you  may  knock  them 
down  with  a  stick.  Yet,  in  spite  of  these  Evils  (thus  far)  there  is 
no  cause  of  complaint  but  by  Individuals,  the  public  having  such 
large  Stocks  that,  unless  they  are  considerable,  they  are  not  so 
very  materially  felt.  This  Island  does  not  produce  a  single  Blade 
of  Grass,  but  the  Cattle  (Sheep  and  Goats)  flourish  greatly,  and 
are  always  in  good  order  upon  no  other  Pasture  than  Browse. 

The  Pines  are  truly  stately,  and  in  appearance  awfully  mag- 
nificent. Some  of  them  measure  from  160  to  220  feet  in  Length, 
from  60  to  120  Feet  clear  from  Branches,  and  from  20  to  40  Feet 
in  Circumference.  The  other  Trees  on  the  Island,  which  any- 
where else  would  be  thought  large,  are  in  appearance  only  like 
underwood.  They  are  by  far  in  greater  abundance  near  the  Sea 
Coast  than  inland,  where  few  are  only  found  here;  and  then 
they're,  in  account  of  this  Island,  exalted  to  a  degree  confirming 
them  fit  for  masting  the  whole  British  Navy.  This  I  allow  in 
Quantity,  but  for  the  Quality  I  shall  here  give  the  Opinion  of  the 
only  Person  in  the  Settlement  that  can  be  accounted  a  Judge.* 
He  at  once  affirms  them  perfectly  unfit  for  such  purposes ;  that 
they  are  not  in  the  least  like  the  grain  of  the  Norway  Pine 
(as  expressed  in  the  Account)  ;  that  in  that  respect  its  as  short 
as  Beech,  but  of  very  different  Quality  ;  that  it  snaps  like  a 
Carrot,  and  when  cut  with  the  finest  two-edged  Tools  across  the 
Grain  it  scratches  and  becomes  ragged,  instead  of  being  smooth 
and  clear  ;  and  in  his  Oj^inion  it  bears  a  nearer  resemblance  to 
the  Cypress  of  America  than  any  other  wood,  however  Worked 
upon.  He  allows  it  to  be  very  fit  and  very  neat  stuff  for  house 
Building.  The  turpentine  (which  is  also  mentioned)  is  contained 
between  the  Bark  and  the  Wood,  seems  destitute  of  any  (Bright) 


*  Xotc  in.  MS. — The  person's  name  alluded  to  is  Levington,  the  master  carpenter  of 
this  settlement,  and  a  free  man. 
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Quality,  except  when   mixed  with   Tallow,  which   makes  an  in-       ^'^^^ 
difierent  Coat  for  Boat  Bottoms,  Arc.     The  wood  contains  a  sap  of        An;;. 
delicate  white,  but  has  not  even  the  properties  of  bad  Gum.     As  p^g^' 
for  the    Flax,  I  can  only  say  there  is  an  abundance  of  it  in  all 
parts  of  the   Sea  Coast  of  this  Island   (but  not  inland),  and  is 
generally  believed  here  will    never   be   of    that   importance   as 
supposed  in  England.    The  Woods  are  very  thick,  and  interwoven 
throughout  with  a  peculiar  Vine,  so  much  so  in  many  places  as  to  Birds, 
render   it    diiiicult   of  access.     There   is    some    little  variety   of 
Birds — a  Parrot,  Paroquet,  Pidgeon,  Dove,  Hawk,  and  Owl,  with 
many  small  Birds.     The  Parrot  is  very  curios,  the  Paroquet  com- 
mon with   no   great  share  of  Beauty,  the  Pidgeon  beautiful,  the 
Dove  delicate,  the  Owl  and  Hawk  quite  common.     Amongst  the 
small  Birds  there  is  but  one  worthy  of  note,  which  is  not  unlike  Rats. 
a  Robin,  having  a  rich  vermillion  Breast.     The  only  Quadruped  is 
a  Pat,  and  those  rather  diminutive.     For  the  Position  of  this  Bay, 
the   Islands,  &c.,  I  refer  you  to  the  Chart,  which,  though  very 
small,  is  traced   with  care  and  accuracy.     I   cannot  say  a  single  Bad 
Word  in  favor  of  the  Roads,  being  perfectly  open,  the  Tide  strong  ^n^hoiase. 
and  irregular,  the  bottom  foul   throughout,  and   by  no  means  fit 
for  anchoring.     The  Winds  which  bring  the  Ships  here  are  the 
same  which  occasion  the  high  Surfs  ;  therefore  it  rarely  happens 
that  you  can  have  any  Communication  with  them  the  two  -or  three 
first  Days. 

The  landing  is  dangerous  to  a  degree   at  almost  all  times,  and 
this  is  the  only  place  where  Pro"\dsions  can  be  landed  with  Safety  Fatal 
and  Convenience.     I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  the  ill-natured  ''^^^"^ '^"*- 
account    of  the    unfortunate    loss    of  Mr.   Cunninghame  in   this 
Island.      It  is   not   only   pointed,    but   stained   with    a  Tinge  of 
Acrimony,  and  the  whole  laid  to  his  Misconduct  and  Imprudence. 
Whoever  this  account  is  written  by,  I  am  sure  it  is  not  from  Mr. 
King  (that  is,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  his  own  Professions),  who 
speaks  of  him  with  the  greatest  respect  and  seeming  regard.     The 
Circumstance  runs  thus  : — A  Boat  from  the  Supply  coming  in  one 
Day  when  it  was  bad  landing,  he  was  ordered  to  lay  out  at  the 
Back  of  the  Reef  and  close  under  the  Point,  to  V)e   ready  for 
assistance  in  case  of  an  Accident ;  but  the  current,  which  con- 
stantly sets  from  the  Eastward  (and  along  the  reef)  drove  him 
unavoidably  from  his  Station,  which  in  trying  to  regain  he  was  a  boat 
met  by  some  very  heavy  surfs  that  took  his  Boat  on  her  broad-  s"'^"'!*®"- 
side,  and  sent  them  with  surj^rising  precipitation  on  the  Western 
Reef,  which  swamp'd  and  upset  the  Boat,  and  by  the  numberless 
holes  and  Gullys  which  are  irregulai-ly  interspei'sed  along  the  Reefs,  Three  men 
with  the  continuance  of  some  very  heavy  Surfs  and  strong  under- 
tow, he  with  three  of  the  Boat's  Crew  were  unfortunately  drowned. 
(The  other  one  Man  was  saved  by  luckily  hitting  the  Passage  and 
being  a  good  Swimmer.)     And  to  add  to  this  melancholly  accident, 
2  D 
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AuH 


Another 
accident. 


1790  there  were  some  of  his  Friends  and  Shipmates  had  come  on  Shore 
that  day  to  see  him  [INIr.  Cunninghame],  who  had  the  mortification 
to  see  him  disowned  within  thirty  yards  of  them,  without  being- 
able  to  render  themselves  of  the  least  Assistance.  (For  further  ex- 
planation concerning  the  Reef,  vide  Chart  No.  3.)  A  similar  accident 
unavoidably  happened  on  the  17th  of  this  Month  [August],  when 
the  landing  was  not  altogether  bad ;  but  the  Current  being  so 
strong  and  the  surfs  following  closely  after  the  Boat  (being  our 
large  Cutter  saved  from  the  Wreck,  24:-feet  Keel,  which  is  too  long 
for  this  place),  before  she  could  be  swept  round  for  the  Eastern 
Channel  was  taken  up  by  some  very  heavy  Surfs,  and  da.shed 
violently  on  the  Rocks  of  the  middle  Reef.  She  had  fourteen 
Person;  in  her,  including  her  Crew,  with  four  Casks  of  Salt  Pro- 
visions, out  of  which  one  Man,  three  Women  (Convicts),  two  Chil- 
dren, with  two  of  our  Seamen  (the  Boat's  Crew),  were  unfortunately 

Loss  of  life,  drowned  and  driven  out  to  sea.  Some  of  those  that  were  picked 
up  were  perfectly  drowned,  and  many  of  the  People  v/ho  went  off 
to  their  assistance  were  themselves  picked  up  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, but  were  all  fortunately  recovered.  Amongst  them  was  one 
of  our  Seamen,  who  at  one  time  had  two  Women  and  a  Man  clinging 
round  him,  but  their  being  drowned  was  a  means  of  saving  his 
own  Life.  Thus  you  see  the  dire  Effects  of  this  Heavenly  Settle- 
ment that  must  for  these  many  Years  be  victualled  and  supplied 

Disasters,  from  Port  Jackson.  Fourteen  People  have  been  drowned  already ! 
one  Ship  and  three  Boats  pei'fectly  lost !  and  two  Ships  now  in  the 
Roads  not  half  delivered.  I  fear  I  dread  the  Consequences!  But 
this  Evil  must  be  borne  with  ]iatience. 


LiEUT.-GovERNOR  Ross  TO  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 

Head-quarters,  Sydney  Bay,  Norfolk  Island, 
29  Au-.         j^-gi^t  Honourable  Sir,  29  August,  1790. 

I  cannot  suffer  the  Justinian  and  Surprize,  which  ari'ived 
here  on  the  eight  inst.,  with  provisions  and  some  convicts,  to  pass 
the  island  without  doing  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  a  return 
Returns.  of  the  detachment  of  marines,  together  with  a  state  of  the  settle- 
ment* on  this  island,  on  the  seventh  instant,  as  well  as  what  it  is 
at  the  present  day. 

I  should  have  had  greater  satisfaction  in  being  at  liberty  to 
have  stated  many  particulai's  which  respect  this  island  particu- 
larly, but  by  my  instructions  from  the  Governor  I  find  myself 
tied  down  to  make  every  report  of  that  kind  to  his  Excellency, 
in  order  to  be  by  him  laid  before  his  Majesty's  ministers  ;  however, 
I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that  if  Providence  had  not  worked 
A  miracle,  a  miracle  in  our  favour  there  would  have  been  but  few  of  us 
found  alive  when  those  ships  arrived  to  our  relief.  And  further, 
I  tliink  I  may  venture  to  assure  you,  and  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's 

*  These  returns  do  not  appear  to  have  been  preserved. 
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ministers,  tliat  witli  respect  to  clearing  and  cultivating  land  on       1790 
this  island,  I  have  established  such  a  plan  which,  if  pursued,  will      29  Aug. 
render  it  unnecessary  ever  to  send  any  flour  here.     On  the  con-  cultivation. 
trary,  in  one  year  from  the  first  of  next  January,  the  island  will 
be  able  to  spare  grain  for  exportation,  provided  there  is  not  more 
than  seven  hundred  people  kept  upon  the  island. 

On  the  eight  inst.  a  man  arrived  here  from  Port  Jackson  for 
the   purpose  of    managing  and   dressing  the  flax-plant ;    he  has  Flax  and 
began  to  clear  ground  and  prepare  the  plant  for  the  pui'pose  of  t'™'^^'- 
dressing.     1  am  likewise,  by  the  Governor's  directions,  cutting- 
down  some  of  the  pine-tree  spars,  in  order  to  be  put  on  board 
the  Gorgon,  in  order  to  their  being  brought  to  Europe  for  the 
purpose  of  experiments.     And  as  I  understand  that  we  are  to  be 
embarked  for  a  passage  to  England  on  board  the  Gorgon,  I  shall 
wait  until  I  have  the  honour  of  explaining  many  matters  which 
very   much  concern    the  territory  at   large,   and    this   island   in 
particular,  all  which  matters,  together  with  the  whole  of  my  con-  Personal 
duct  sinjce  my  appointment  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  I  trust  will  explanation. 
be  honoured  with  the  approval  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.     And 
until  that  happy  and  much-to-be-wished  period  arrives,  I  have  to 
request  that  whatever  (perhaps  false)  representations  with  respect  Detraction, 
to  my  conduct  may  have  appear'd  before  tlie  ministers,  that  you 
and   them   may  do  me   the  justice   and   the  honour   to  -suspend 
passing  any  judgment  upon  it  until  it  is  investigated. 

R  Ross. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Lord  Cornwallis.* 
My  Lord,  Whitehall,  6th  Septr.,  1790.  6  Sept. 

The  expence  with  which  the  conveyance  of  provisions  and 
live  stock  from  this  country  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
settlement  in  New  South  AVales  has  been  attended  has  led  his 
Ma,jesty's  ministers  to  consider  of  some  plan  for  obtaining  supplies 
from  a  situation  more  contiguous  and  upon  more  moderate  terms. 

On  consulting  several  gentlemen  who  have  resided  in  India  on  Supplies 
this  subject,  I  have  been  given  to  understand  that  flour,  rice,  **'°'"  ^"''"'" 
pulse,  ghee,  live  stock,  spirits,  &c.,  are  constantly  to  be  had  at 
Calcutta  in  the  greatest  abundance,  and  at  prices  far  lielow  the 
amount  which  those  articles,  or  others  of  a  similar  nature,  supplied 
to  New  South  Wales  from  hence,  have  cost  to  Government.  In 
consequence  of  this  information  it  h;is  been  determined  tliat  one 
of  the  transports  now  ordered  to  be  taken  up  for  the  })urpose  of 
conveying  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  shall,  after  landing 
them,  be  (lis])atched  from  thence  liy  Governor  Phillip,  who  will  be 
directed  to  apprize  your  Lordship,  or  the  commander-in-chief  of  his 
Majesty's  forces  in  India  for  the  time-being,  by  her,  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  settlement,  and  of  the  particular  suj^plies  which 
may  lie  most  wanted  there. 

*  Governor  of  Eenjal,  and  Governor-General  of  India. 
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1790  I  enclose  a  calculation*  wliicli  has  been  made  of  tlie  prices  at 

6  Sept.      wliicli  the  several  articles  therein  mentioned  can  be  supplied  from 

PricesT"  hence  or  from  the  Cape,  from  Mdiich  a  judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  articles  which  can  most  advantageously  be  furnished  from 
Bengal,  and  the  transport  is,  as  soon  as  possiljle,  to  be  re-dispatched 
to  New  South  Wales  with  an  assortment  of  such  articles  only  as 
can  be  supplied  on  better  terms  from  Bengal  than  from  England, 
unless  Governor  Phillip  should  state  that  the  settlement  under 
his  command  is  in  immediate  and  pressing  want  of  any  other 
articles.  Your  Lordship  will  direct  the  person  whom  you  shall 
entmst  with  the  detail  of  this  business  to  procure  such  articles 
on  the  most  moderate  terms,  and  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  re- 
dispatched  the  transport  you  will  draw  upon  tlie  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  amovint  of  the  purchases  you  shall  have  made, 
sending  at  the  same  time  a  particular  account  of  the  expence  of 
each  separate  article,  in  order  that  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of 
the  cheaper  mode  of  supply  in  future. 

It  will  probably  be  more  than  twelve  months  from  t^is  date 

Information  before  the  transport  can  reach  Bengal.  In  the  meantime,  I  shall 
hope  to  have  the  honour  of  hearing  from  your  Lordship,  or  the 
commander-in-chief  for  the  time-being,  on  this  subject,  and  of 
being  furnished  with  a  particular  statement  of  the  several  articles 
which  in  your  opinion  can  be  obtained  in  Bengal,  or  in  any  other 
part  of  India,  for  the  supply  of  the  settlement  upon  more  advan- 
tageous terms  than  they  can  be  provided  from  hence  or  from  the 
Cape.  I  have,  <kc.j 


Major  Grose  to  Sir  George  Yonge. 
28  Sept.  Sir^  Portsmouth,  September  the  28th,  1790. 

I  am  compelled  much  against  my  wish  to  request  a  general 
court-martial  for  the  purpose  of  trying  an  officer  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  whose  crime  I  herewith  enclose  to  you.  The 
repeated  neglects  and  misconduct  of  this  gentleman  I  have  long 
suffered,  hoping  by  advice  I  should  bring  about  that  reformation 
An  offending  which  many  would  have  sought  by  more  severe  methods.  I  at 
length  have  been  obliged  to  put  him  in  arrest.  From  this  arrest 
I  should  have  readily  released  him  had  he  seen  fit  to  acknowledge 
his  errors,  but,  as  if  to  aggravate  his  former  unmilitaiy  behaviour, 
Court-  he  rather  chooses  to  be   exposed   to  the   consequences  of  a  court- 

maitia..  martial  than  to  apologize  or  make  the  slighest  concession  what- 
ever. To  aA'oid  the  trouble,  as  well  as  disgrace,  this  unthinking 
man  will  bring  on  the  corps,  I  could  wish  the  matter  had  been 
otherwise  settled  ;  but  as  that  is  not  likely,  I  liope  I  shall  not  be 
considered  as  acting  with  severity  when  I  say  that  it  is  absolutely 

*  Not  recorded, 
t  This  despatch  is  not  signed  ;  it  is  apparently  from  the  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 
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requisite  that  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  write  should  foi-  the  good       ^"^^^ 
of    this  service,  and  this   corps  in  particular,   be   brought   to  a     28  Sept. 
proper  sense  of  liis  duty.  I  am,  (tc, 

Frax's  Grose. 

UxDER  Secretary  Lewis  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  W.O.,  29th  Sept.,  1790.  29  Sept. 

I  am  directed  to  acke.  the  recipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th 
instant,  and  to  acqt.  you  that  before  H.  M.'s  P.  is  taken  relative 
to  the  general  court-martial  therein  desired  to  be  held  for  the  trial  Court- 
of  Ensign  and  Quarter-master  Duberly,  of  the  N.  So.  AVales  Corps, 
under  your  command,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  specify  the 
days  on  which  the  several  offences  are  alledged  to  have  been 
committed.  I  have,  &c., 

M.  Lewis. 

Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Leavis. 
Sir,  Forton  Barracks,  September  30,  1790.  30  Sept. 

I  am  honor'd  -svath  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant.  In 
answer,  have  to  communicate  that  as  much  concession  has  been 
made  by  Ensign  and  Qu'r-m'r  Duberly  since  my  application  to  the 
Sec'y  at  War  for  a  court-martial,  I  could  wish,  if  such  desire  can 
now  be  complied  Avith,  again  to  try  him.  T  am  the  more  anxious 
to  avoid  (if  possible)  his  being  brought  to  a  court-martial  from  an  The  case  not 
idea  that,  exclusive  of  this  young  man's  de.struction,  it  will  be  P'^^s^^^- 
rather  an  unpleasant  and  disgraceful  thing  to  the  corps.  Mr. 
Duberly  still  continues  in  coniinement  until  such  time  as  I  am 
favour'd  with  your  reply.  I  have,  tkc, 

Fran's  Grose,  N.S.  Wales  Corps. 


Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  W.G.,  1st  October,  1790.  lOct. 

Ha\'ing  laid   before  the  S.  at  War  your  letter  to   me  of 
yesterday's  date,  I  am  directed  to  acqt.  you  tliat  Sir  George  Yonge 
consents  to  your  request  of  withdrawing  your  late  application  for 
a  general  court-martial   on   Ensn.   and    Quart. -master   Duberly.  Court- 
Trusting  that  the  lenity  shewn  to  him  on  the  present  occasion  will  wuhd^awn. 
have  a  proper  influence  on  his  future  conduct, 

I  have,  &c., 
M.  Lewis. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Lieutenant  Riou. 
Sir,  9th  October,  1790.  goct. 

On  the  24th  of  April  last  I  received  by  Mr.  Clements,  master 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Guardian,  then  under  your  command,  your 
letter  of  the  25th  of  December  preceding,  giving  an  account  of  the  Aciident 
very  perilous  situation  that  ship  was  then  in  owing  to  her  having  Guardian, 
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1790       struck  on  an  island  of  ice,  in  the  latitude  44°  south,  longitude  40° 
9  Oct.       east,  and  of  the  hourly  expectation  you  then  had  of  her  total  loss 
in  consequence. 

Arrival  at  On  the  28th  of  the  same  month  of  April  I  had  the  unspeakable 

Table  Ba.\.  satisfaction  of  receiving  an  account  of  your  unexpected  arrival  witli 
her  and  the  remainder  of  her  crew  at  Table  Bay. 

And  since  that  time  I  have  received  your  several  letters,  whose 
dates  are  mentioned  on  the  other  side  hereof,*  giving  an  account  of 
your  proceedings  in  order  to  save  the  ship  (though  not  attended 
with  the  success  due  to  your  exertions)  and  the  remains  of  her  cargo. 
And  having  communicated  the  same  as  they  respectively  came 
to  hand  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y,  I  have  their  Lord- 
ships' commands  to  acquaint  you  that  their  concern  on  the  receipt 
of  the  melancholy  contents  of  the  first-mention'd  letter  cou'd  only 
be  exceeded  by  the  satisfaction  they  I'eceiv'd  from  the  account  of 

Eiou's  skill,  your  mii-aculous  escape,  which  they  attribute  to  your  skilful  and 
judicious  exertions  under  the  favour  of  Divine  Pro\ddence.  And 
I  am  further  to  acquaiiat  you  that  their  Lordships  entirely  approve 
of  your  having  sent  on  to  the  settlement  at  New  South  Wales,  by 
the  transpoi-ts  which  touch'd  at  the  Cape  on  their  way  thithei-,  such 
of  the  convicts  and  superintendants  of  convicts  as  had  surviv'd,  and 

Approval  of  of  all  vour  other  proceedings  so  far  as  the  same  have  come  to  their 

his  proceed-   t  i"  n 

ings.  knowledge. 

Their  Lordships  also  approve  of  your  having  detained  the  master- 
carpenter  and  other  persons  whom  you  mentioned,  late  belonging 
to  the  Bounty,  fur  the  reasons  you  lla^■e  given  ;  and  they  have 
communicated  to  Mr.    Secretary  Gren\dlle,  for  his  Majesty's  in- 

The  surviv-    formation,  your  recommendation  of  the  surviving  convicts  whose 

inffcoiiMCts.  1       ,  •     1  -1  1        •  -11 

conduct,  as  it  has  so  deservedly  met  with  your  approbation,  will, 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope,  entitle  them  to  his  Majesty's 
clemency. 

TheSphynx.  His  Majesty's  ship  Sphynx,  by  which  you  will  receive  this,  is 
sent  out  to  bring  to  England  yourself  and  those  you  have  detain'd 
with  you  at  the  Cape,  together  with  any  of  the  stores,  pro^^sions, 
or  other  articles  not  fit  to  be  sent  to  New  South  Wales,  as  she  can 
conveniently  carry,  and  you  shall  judge  may  be  more  beneficially 
disposed  of  that  way  than  they  can  on  the  spot.  It  is,  therefore, 
their  Lordships'  directions  that  you  leave  by  inventory,  in  the 
charge  of  the  merchants  at  the  Cape  whom  Governor  Phillip  recom- 
mended, or  of  such  other  persons  there  as  you  shall  have  reason  to 
think  more  proper,  all  such  provisions,  stores,  and  other  articles 
intended  for  the  above-mentioned  settlement  as  may  appear  to  be 
serviceable  and  fit  to  be  sent  thither,  until  they  shall  be  call'd  for  by 
his  Maj's  ship  Gorgon  and  other  vessels  now  on  the  point  of  sail- 
ing for  the  said  settlement,  and  after  disposing  of  such  others  as 

Tnstruc-  may  not  be  fit  to  T)e  brought  home  (as  also  of  the  hull  of  the 
Guardian)  for  the  best  price  you  can  possibly  obtain  for  them, 

*  See  Riou's  letters  to  Stephens,  pp.  317,  318,  336. 
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put  the  remainder  on  board  the  Sphynx,  and  embarking  in  lier       1790 
with  such  of  the  Guardian's  crew  ag  shall  be  remaining  with  j-ou      9  Oct. 
at  tlie  time,  proceed  in  her  to  England,  repairing  on  your  arrival 
to  this  office,  to  gi\-e  their  Lordships  an  account  of  your  further 
proceedings,  and  of  such  other  occurrences  as  may  have  happen'd. 

I  am,  &c., 
P.  S. 

Mr.   Samuel  Exderby,  Jux.,*  to  Under  Secretary  Xepeax, 

Dear  Sir,  Paul's  Wharf,  October  13th,  1790.  isoct. 

Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  a  Mr.  St.  Barbe,  who  ^\Tiaiers  as 
is  concerned  in  the  south  whale  fishery,  has  apply'd  to  me  about  g^[''g^'" 
carrying  the  convicts  to  Botany  Bay.      He  thinks  it  may  answer  *  ^^^' 
to  take  them  all  in  a  joint  account  with  us,  and  afterwards  to 
prosecute  our  fishery  in  those  seas ;  but  wishes  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  asking  you  a  few  questions  on  the  subject.     Por  this 
purpose  I  now  address  you  to  request  you  will  favour  us  with  a 
few   minutes'  conversation  on  Friday  morning  next,  before   10 
o'clock,  or  as  soon  after  as  you  can  make  it  convenient.     An 
answer  will  much  oblige,  f  Yours,  &c., 

Saml.  Exderby,  Junr. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Lieutenant  Bligh. 
Sir,  15th  Oct'r,"  1790.  isoct. 

My  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y  having  order'd  the  Hon'ble 
Admiral  Barrington  to  assemble  a  court-martial  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible at  Portsmo'  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and  circumstances  of 
the  seizure  of  his  ]Majesty's  armed  vessel  the  Bounty,  under  your  The  Bounty, 
command,  on  the  2Sth  of   April,   1789,  by   Fletcher    Christian, 
master  of  the  said  vessel,  and  ofiicer  of  the  watch,  assisted  by 
several    of   the   inferior   officers   and    men  belonging   to  her,  as 
re])resented  to  their  Ld'ps  in  your  letters  to  me  of  tlie  18th  Aug'st 
and  16th  of  Dec'r  following,  and  to  try  you  and  the  said  officers  court- 
and  seamen  for  your  conduct  on  that  occasion ;  and  also  to  try  I'^'"'!.'^' "", 
William  Purcell,  carpenter  of  the  said  vessel  (who  is  now  in  con-  mutiny, 
finement    on   board    his    Maj.'s    ship    Roy'l    AVilliam),    for    the 
offences  with  which  he  is  charged  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  7th 
inst. ;  and  it  being  necessary  that  you  and  such  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  mention'd  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  2nd  inst.,  to  be  now 
arriv'd  in  England,  should  be  present  at  the  said  court-martial,  I 
am  commanded  by  their  Ld'ps  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  to 
signify  tlieir  direction   to  you  to  repair  without  loss  of  time  to 
Portsmo',  and  to  order  the  petty  officers  and  f  oremastmen  mention'd  To  bo  held 
in  your  aforesaid  letter  of  the  2nd  inst.  to  repair  hither  also  as  u|outh.^' 
soon  as  possible,  to  be  present  at  tlie  said  court ;  and  their  Ld'ps 

*  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Samuel  Enderby  and  Sons,  London, 
t  No  further  correspondence  on  this  subject  has  been  discovered. 
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1790  having  given  directions  for  the  foremastmen  to  be  paid  by  the 
15  Oct  Clerk  of  the  Ohecque  of  his  Maj.'s  yard  at  Deptford,  the  usual  con- 
duct money  to  enable  them  to  travel  to  the  above  place  ;  and  it  is 
their  Ld'ps'  further  directions  that  you  forward  the  enclos'd  letters 
to  the  master,  boatswain,  and  gunner,  as  they  contain  directions 
to  them  to  repair  thither  also  for  the  same  purpose. 

I  am,  &.C., 

P.S. 

Lieutenant  Riou  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
19  Oct.  Sir,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  19  Oct.,  1790. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  everything  respecting 
his  Majesty's  ship  Guardian  remains  in  the  same  state  as  when  I 
last  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you. 

Sir  Chas.  Oakeley,  who  stopped  here  on  the  25th  of  August, 

Ships  for       gave  me  the  greatest  hopes  of  shortly  seeing  ships  arrive  in  this 

Jackson.       ^^J  destined  for  Port  Jackson,  which  I  hope  will  soon  take  place, 

as  the  expence  continually  incurring  for  wharehouse  hire  is  great, 

and  more  especially  as  I  fear  that  a  great  part  of  the  stores  and 

provisions  contained  will  not  be  worth  sending  to  that  colony. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  wi'ite  to  you  on  the  11th  of  July,  I 
have  paid  to  the  Treasury  of  this  Government  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  florins  for  the  services  of 
the  Dutch  East  India  Company's  officers  and  seamen  on  board  the 
Guardian.  I  have,  &c., 

E.  Riou. 

Captain  Blankett  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Leopard,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
29  Oct.  Sir,  29  October,  1790. 

I  beg  to  inform  their  Lordships  of  my  arrival  here  with  his 

Leopard  and  Majesty's  ships  Leopard  and  Thames  after  a  disagreable  rough 

*™*^^'        passage  of  seventy-nine  days.     Both  ships  are  very  leaky  in  their 

upper  works,  the  Thames  more  particularly  so.     I  shall  loose  no 

time  to  refit  the  ships  and  sail  as  soon  as  possible  in  obedience  to 

their  Lordships'  orders. 

I  found  Lieutenant  Riou  still  here,  who  has  by  his  constant 
perseverance  and  attention  saved  a  large  part  of  the  provisions 
Guardian,  and  stores  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Guardian,  but  unfortunately 
there  is  no  opportunity  at  present,  nor  any  likely  to  offer  at  this 
season,  of  hiring  a  vessel  to  carry  such  provision  to  Port  Jackson, 
where  I  apprehend  it  would  be  most  serviceable,  nor  is  it  to  be 
expected  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Gorgon  she  will  be  able  to 
receive  more  provision  than  she  has  expended  on  her  passage ;  and 
as  those  provisions  have  been  and  still  are  a  great  expence  to 
Her  stores  Government  I  thought  it  best  to  compleat  the  stores  and  pro- 
visions of  the  two  ships  from  such  of  the  remains  as  they  could 
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conveniently  store,  rather  than  to  make  purchases  of  new  here,       ^''90 
where  everything  is  raised  to  an  extravagant  price.     I  have  there- 
fore given  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Riou  to  supply  the  two  ships      99  q^j 
with  such  stores  and  provisions  as  they  could  receive,  gi\dng  him 
the  receipts  of  the  proper  officers  as  his  vouchers. 

As  this  letter  comes  by  a  French  frigate,  I  forbear  to  enter  into 
any  particulars.  I  have,  <kc., 

J.  Blankett. 

Captain  Blankett  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 

Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

Dear  Nepean,  29  October,  1790. 

After  a  hot,  rough,  disagreable  passage  of  seventy-nine  days, 
allowing  for  my  stop  at  Guernsey  and  Madeira,  I  am  arrived 
here  in  perfect  health,  not  having  a  single  man  sick  in  either  of 
the  two  ships.  I  found  Lieut.  Riou  here,  whose  spirits  seem  to  Riou's 
have  suffered  from  what  he  has  undergone  and  the  irksome  sufferings. 
situation  in  which  he  finds  himself,  being  in  suspense  and  not 
knowing  what  to  do  with  the  stores  and  provisions  his  constant 
perseverance  has  saved  from  the  general  wreck.  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  Gorgon  will  be  able  to  take  more  provisions  or 
stores  than  were  expended  on  her  voyage,  and  as  there  is  no 
possibility  of  finding  a  conveyance  here  for  Port  Jackson  he  is 
much  distressed  at  the  expence  to  which  he  has  already  put 
Government.  I  have  therefore  ordered  the  two  ships  to  complete 
as  much  as  they  can  stow  from  his  remains,  a  practice  not  very 
usual  at  the  Cape,  but  which  I  conclude  it  was  my  duty  to  do. 
I  have  advised  Mr.  Riou  to  allow  a  certain  time  for  the  arrival  i^'o"  awaits 
of  the  Gorgon,  and  of  course  to  follow  any  orders  he  may  receive 
by  her,  but  that  failing,  to  sell  all  the  perishable  stores  for  the 
payment  of  his  warehouses  and  other  incidental  expences,  which, 
with  removals,  packages,  sorting,  washing,  drying,  &c.,have  already 
made  his  bad  commodities  double,  treble,  the  price  of  what  might 
have  been  sent  out  from  England. 

I  think  he  should  put  Government  to  no  farther  charge,  as  the 
stores,  ifec,  become  hardly  worth  saving,  and  certainly  not  worth 
the  expense  that  attends  them  here,  through  the  various  imposi- 
tions and  frauds  that  are  practised.  The  increasing  jealousy  of  r>ifficulties 
this  Government  of  their  colonists  has  served  to  stop  the  usual  ' 
communication  by  ships,  and  the  taxes  and  other  fines  levied  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  military  and  the  carrying  on  the  new 
works  has  caused  everything  to  become  very  dear  and  the  people 
very  dissatisfied,  but  having  increased  the  military  force,  things 
cannot  yet  come  to  any  ouvert  declaration  of  their  sentiments. 

I  should  not  have  scrupled  to  have  intei-fered  had  I  seen  any 
mode  of  conveying  these  stores  to  Port  Jackson,  nor  even  in  the 
advising  the  whole  to  be  sold,  but  for  the  fear  of  embarrassing 

*  A  private  letter. 
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29  Oct. 


Monopolj'. 


King. 


Mr.  E-iou ;  for  here  there  is  nothing  but  paper  currency,  nor 
could  he  get  a  bill  worth  accepting,  and  you  may  add  to  this  that 
Government,  disposition,  and  practice  all  concur  to  foi-m  a  most 
perfect  monopoly,  so  that  they  are  as  much  masters  of  the  price 
when  they  buy  as  when  they  sell. 

Lieut.  King,  who  will  be  with  you  before  this,  will  have 
informed  you  fully  of  the  situation  of  your  colony,  and  as  this 
comes  by  a  French  frigate  I  forbear  to  speak  of  that  or  myself. 
War  reports.  The  accounts  here  are  positive  that  we  have  entered  into  the  war 
with  Tippoo,  that  General  Merdon  had  marched  from  Madrass, 
and  that  Genl.  Abercrombie  had  embarked  from  Bombay.  I 
could  not  authenticate  the  report  sufficiently  satisfactorily  to 
myself,  from  the  accounts  I  received  from  the  Governor  here,  to 
mention  it  in  a  public  letter,  so  that  I  give  it  you  as  a  report  only. 

Make  my  most  affectionate  compliments  acceptable  to  Mrs. 
Nepean,  and  let  me  repeat  my  sincerest  wishes  for  all  possible 
health  and  happiness  to  attend  you.  Yours,  &c., 

J.  Blankett. 


13  Nov. 

Power  to 
pardon. 


8  Nov. 


Orders  in 
Council. 


The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Geenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  13th  Novr.,  1790. 

I  transmit  you  hei'ewith  by  the  King's  command  a  com- 
mission which  lias  been  passed  under  the  Great  Seal,  pursuant  to  an 
Act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  a  printed  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  authorising  and  empowering  you,  or  in  case  of  your 
death  or  absence,  tiie  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time-being  of  the 
territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  the  islands  adjacent,  to  remit, 
either  absolutely  or  conditionally,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
time  or  term  for  which  any  felons  or  other  offenders  shall  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  conveyed  and  .transported  to  the  said 
territory.  '  I  am,  &c., 

W.  W.  Grenville. 

[Enclosure.] 
Letters  Patent  Empowering  Governor  Phillip  to  Remit 

Sentences. 

[8  November,  1790.] 
George  the  Third  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France 
and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  and  so  forth.  To  our 
trusty  and  well-beloved  Arthur  Phillip  Esquire  our  Captain- 
General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in  and  over  our  territory  called 
New  South  Wales  and  to  our  Lieutenant-Governor  of  our  said 
territory  for  the  time  being,  greeting  ; 

Whereas  several  orders  have  been  made  by  us  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  our  Privy  Council  in  pursuance  of  authority  given  to  us 
in  that  behalf  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  twenty-fourth 
year  of  our  reign  intituled  An  Act  for  the  effectual  transportation 
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of  felons  and  other  ofFendors   and   to   authorise  the   removal   of       ^"^^^ 
prisoners  in  certain  cases  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned      8  Nov. 
declaring  and  appointing  by  and  with  the  advice  aforesaid  that 
the  eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales  and  the  islands  thereunto 
adjacent  should  be  the  place  or  places  beyond  sea  to  which  certain 
felons  and  other  ofienders  should  be  conveyed  and  transported  : 

And  whereas  several  felons  and  other  offenders  have  in  pursuance  Felons 
of  the  said  Act  been  conveyed  and  transported  to  the  eastern  coast  transported 
of  New  South  Wales  or  the  islands  thereunto  adjacent  there  to  ^'^'^°'^  '"°^' 
remain  during  the  terms  or  times  for  whicli  they  were  respectively 
sentenced  to  be  transported  by  Courts  in  which  they  were  severally 
convicted : 

And  whereas  We  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  Pilvy  Council 
may  hereafter  declare  and  appoint  the  place  or  places  aforesaid  to 
be  the  place  or  places  to  which  other  felons  and  offenders  shall 
hereafter  be  conveyed  and  transported  and  such  felons  and  offenders 
may  be  so  transported  accordingly  : 

And  whereas  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament  Act  of 
intituled  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  authorise  his  Governor  authoHshl- 
or  Lieutenant-Governor  of  such  places  beyond  the  seas   to  which  reniissiou  of 
felons  or  other  offenders  may  be  transported  to  remit  the  sentences  *'^"*^"*^^®- 
of  such  offenders.      It  is  enacted  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
us  our  heirs  and  successors  at  all  times  by  our  or  their  Commission 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  to  authorise  and '  e::'.power 
the  Governor  or  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time  being  of 
that  part  or  parts  to  which  felons  and  other  offenders  had  been  or 
should  hereafter  be  transported  and  conveyed  by  an  instrument  in 
writing  under  the  seal  of  the  Government  in  which  the  place  or 
places  aforesaid  should  he  situated  to  remit  either  absolutely  or  Governor 
conditionally  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  time  or  term  for  which  Tr'^uit'^'^'^ 
any  such  felons  or  other  offenders  aforesaid  had  been  or  should 
hereafter  be  respectively  conveyed  and  transported  to  such  place 
or  places  as  aforesaid  such  instrument  or  instruments  as  aforesaid 
having  the  like  force  and  effect  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if 
We  our  heirs  and  successors  had  in  such  cases  respecti\ely  signified 
our  or  theii-  royal  intentionof  mercy  under  our  or  their  sign  manual: 

And  it  is  further  enacted  that  such  Governor  or  Lieutenant- 
Governor  as  aforesaid  shall  by  the  first  oiinortunity  transmit  to  one  r  * 

e  T>   •       •       1   LI  •  f  n  II-  1  Oovernor  to 

or  our  Jfrincipal  Secretaries  of  State  a  duplicate  under  the  seal  of  transmit 

the  Government  of [so  in  orUjinal]  oath  and  every  the'"'''''^*'  °^ 

instrument  as  aforesaid  by  which  the  time  or  term  of  transportation  '"strument 
of  any  such  felons  or  other  offenders  as  aforesaid  hath  been  remitted  sentence? 
or  shortened  and  that  the  names  of  such  felons  or  other  offenders 
respectively  which  shall  be  contained  in  such  duplicates  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  next  general  pardon  which  shall  pass  under 
the  Gi-eat  Seal  of  Great  Britain  after  the  receipt  of  such  duplicate 
or  duplicates  by  one  of  our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  : 
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8  Nov. 

Expedient  to 

remit 

sentences. 


Power  to 

remit  the 
whole  or 
part  of 
sentence. 


Effect  of 
remission. 


Duplicate  to 
be  trans- 
mitted. 


Aiithoritj' 
to  act. 


And  whereas  it  would  greatly  advance  the  design  of  such  sen- 
tences so  carried  into  execution  as  aforesaid  or  which  may  here- 
after be  passed  and  carried  into  execution  by  transporting  felons 
and  other  offenders  to  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales  or  the 
islands  thereunto  adjacent  that  the  Governor  or  (in  case  of  his 
death  or  absence)  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time  being  of 
our  territory  of  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales  and  the 
islands  thereunto  adjacent  should  have  power  and  authority  to 
remit  or  shorten  the  time  or  term  for  which  such  felons  and  offen- 
ders as  aforesaid  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  transported  in 
cases  where  it  shall  appear  that  such  felons  or  other  offenders  are 
proper  objects  of  the  royal  mercy  : 

Now  know  you  that  We  being  desirous  to  carry  into  effect  the 
purposes  of  the  said  Act  have  thought  fit  to  give  and  grant  and  do 
by  these  presents  give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority  to  you 
Arthur  Phillip  our  said  Governor  or  to  our  Governor  for  the  time 
being  or  (in  case  of  your  death  or  absence  or  that  of  our  Governor 
for  the  time  being)  to  our  Lieutenant-Governor  of  our  said  territory 
of  New  South  Wales  and  the  islands  adjacent  for  the  time  being 
by  an  instrument  or  instruments  in  writing  under  the  seal  of  the 
Government  of  our  said  territory  and  as  you  or  they  respectively 
shall  think  fit  or  convenient  for  our  service  to  remit  either  absolutely 
or  conditionally  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  time  or  term  for 
wliich  any  such  felons  or  other  offenders  aforesaid  shall  have  been 
or  shall  hereafter  be  respectively  conveyed  and  transported  to  the 
eastern  coast  of  New  South  Wales  or  the  islands  thereunto  adjacent. 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  all  and  every  such  instrument 
or  instruments  by  you  to  be  granted  pursuant  to  the  power  and 
authority  to  you  given  by  these  presents  shall  have  the  like  force 
and  effect  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  Wee  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors had  in  siich  cases  respectively  signified  our  or  their  Royal 
intention  of  mercy  under  our  or  their  Sign  Manual : 

And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  the  said  Arthur 
Phillip  or  our  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time  being 
respectively  shall  by  the  first  opportunity  transmit  to  one  of  the 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State  of  us  our  heirs  and  successors  a 
duplicate  under  the  seal  of  the  Government  aforesaid  of  each  and 
every  instrument  as  aforesaid  by  which  the  time  or  term  of  trans- 
portation of  any  such  felons  or  other  offenders  as  aforesaid  hath 
been  i-emitted  or  shortened  to  the  end  that  the  names  of  such  felons 
and  other  offenders  respectively  which  shall  be  contained  in  such 
duplicates  as  aforesaid  may  be  inserted  in  the  next  general  pardon 
which  shall  pass  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  after  the 
receipt  of  such  duplicate  or  duplicates  by  one  of  the  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State  aforesaid. 

And  these  our  Letters  Patent  or  the  eni-ollment  or  exemplifica- 
tion thereof  shall  be  as  well  unto  the  said  Arthur  Phillip  or  our 
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Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time  being  respectively  as       ^''^'^ 
unto  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  a  sufficient     8  Nov. 
warrant  and  discharge  from  time  to  time  for  all  and  whatever  they 
shall  do  and  execute  in  pursuance  of  our  royal  will  and  pleasure. 

And  lastly  our  will  and  pleasure  is  and  Wee  do  hereby  declare  Commission 
that  this  our  Commission  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  only  and  foive  until 
until  \Yee  shall  be  pleased  to  revoke  and  determine  the  same.  revoked. 

In  witness  whereof  Wee  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent. 

Witness  ourselves  at  W^estminster  the  eighth  day  of  November 
in  the  thirty -first  year  of  our  reigTi. 

By  Writ  of  Vrhy  Seal.       Yorke. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  W\  Grexville  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  15th  Novr.,  1790.  15  Nov. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  you,  by  the  King's  command,  an  addi- 
tional instruction,  under  his  Majesty's  signet  and  sign  manual,  for 
your  guidance  in  the  remission  of  the  sentences  passed  on  felons  Remission  of 
or  other  offenders,  which  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  proper  objects  ^®°'^^'i''«^- 
of  the  Royal  mercy.  I  am,  &c., 

^^    ,  ,  W".  W.  Grenville. 

[Enclosure.] 

Governor's  Power  to  Remit  Sentences. 
George  R. 
Additional  instructions  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Arthur 
Phillip,  Esq,,  our  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in 
and  over  our  territory  called  New  South  Wales.     Given  at 
our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  fifteenth  day  of  November, 
1790,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  our  reign. 
Whereas  we  have  issued  a  commission  under  our  Great  Seal  of  Commission. 
Great  Britain,  in .  pursuance  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session 
of    Parliament,    intituled     "  An    Act    enabling    his    Majesty    to 
authorize  the  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  of  such  places 
beyond  the  seas  to  which  felons  or  other  offenders  may  be  trans- 
ported to  remit  the  sentences  of  such  offenders,"  authorizing  and 
empowering   you   our  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the 
time  being  of  the  eastern  coast  of   New  South  Wales  and  the 
islands  thereunto  adjacent,  by  an  instrument  in  writing,   under 
the  seal  of  your  Government  to  remit  eitlier,  absolutely  or  con- 
ditionally, the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  time  or  terms  for  which 
any  felons  or  other  offenders  shall  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
carryed  and  transported  to  tlie  said  place  or  places  witliin  your 
Government,  in  cases  where   it   shall  appear  that  such  felons  or 
other  offenders  are  proper  objects  of  our  mercy.     It  is  our  royal 
will  and  pleasure  that  you  do  carry  the   said  commission  into  To  be 
immediate  execution,   and   that  you  do  by  the  first  opportunity  executioa.° 
ti'ansmit  to  one  of  our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  a  duplicate, 
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under  tlie  seal  of  your  Government,  of  each  and  every  instrument 
by  which  the  time  or  term  of  transjDoi'tation  of  any  such  felons  or 
other  offenders,  as  aforesaid,  hath  been  remitted  or  shortened, 
according  to  the  directions  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
said  Act ;  and  that  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  and  we  do 
hereby  strictly  enjoin  you,  that  in  all  cases  of  such  conditional 
remission  of  the  time  or  term  of  transportation  (unless  where  such 
conditional  remission  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  who  shall 
have  made  discovery  to  you  our  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor 
for  the  time  being,  or  to  any  person  authorized  by  you  or  him,  for 
receiving  such  discovery  of  any  attempt  or  conspiracy,  with  a  view 
of  endangering  the  safety  or  disturbing  the  peace  of  your  Govern- 
ment), you  do  insert  in  the  instrument  a  special  condition  that 
such  felon  or  offender  shall  not  return  within  any  part  of  our 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  during  the  term  or  time 
which  shall  thus  I'emain  unexpired  of  his  or  her  original  sentence 
or  order  of  transportation  on  pain  that  the  remission,  so  to  him  or 
her  granted,  shall  in  such  cases  be  wholly  null  and  void. 

G.R. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  16th  Novem'r,  1790. 

In  my  letter  to  you.  No.  C,  which  was  forwarded  to  you 
by  the  Neptune,  transport,  I  gave  you  reason  to  suppose  that  his 
Majesty's  ship  the  Gorgon  with  the  remainder  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps  would  then  shortly  be  dispatched,  but  from  a  variety 
of  causes  her  departure  has  hitherto  been  delayed.  She  will  now, 
however,  I  hope,  proceed  to  sea  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  with 
Major  Grose  and  a  detachment  of  the  said  corps  on  board. 

By  letters  which  have  lately  been  received  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  I  obsei-ve  that  the  Lady  Juliana,  transport,  with 
female  convicts  and  some  provisions  and  other  supplies  on  board, 
left  that  place  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  and  that  the  Neptune, 
with  the  Scarborough  and  Surprize,  transports,  sailed  from  thence 
for  Port  Jackson.  Those  shij^s  will  convey  information  to  you  of 
the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  Guardian,  and  by  them  and  the  Goi-gon 
you  will  receive  such  parts  of  the  stores  and  provisions  taken  out 
of  the  Guardian*  at  the  Cape  as  are  supposed  to  be  serviceable. 
Lieutenant  Riou  has,  I  find,  sent  on  by  the  Neptune  the  five 
superintendents  and  the  twenty-one  of  the  convicts  mentioned  on 
board  the  Guardian  on  her  arrival  at  the  Cape,  and  I  hope  they 
will  have  joined  you  by  this  time. 

The  orderly  behaviour  of  those  convicts  before  the  Guardian 
was  disabled,  and  their  good  conduct  after  the  accident  happened 
to  her,  which  Lieutenant  Riou  has  strongly  represented  in  his 
letters,*  has  induced  his  Majesty  to  consent  that  they  shall  be  par- 
doned on  condition  of  their  continuing  abroad,  in  such  parts  or 


*  Ante,  p.  339. 
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places  as  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  you,  for  the  terms  specified  1790 
in  their  several  sentences  of  transportation  ;  and  I  am  to  signify  lo  Nov. 
to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  are,  under  tlie  autliority 
given  to  you,  to  issue  your  warrant  accordingly,  omitting,  liow- 
ever,  in  such  pardon,  the  names  of  any  of  the  said  convicts  as 
may  from  a  subsequent  misconduct  have  foi'feited  this  mark  of 
his  Majesty's  favour.  As  all  tlie  above-mentioned  convicts  liave 
either  been  accustomed  to  agriculture,  or  liave  lieen  brought  up  to 
some  trade  or  profession,  it  is  likely  that  they  will  be  able  to 
employ  their  time  with  advantage  to  themselves  ;  and  the  better 
to  enable  them  so  to  do,  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  those 
whose  sei'vices  are  remitted  shall  be  supplied  from  his  Majesty's 
stores  with  such  tools  and  implements  as  are  suitable  to  their 
several  professions,  together  witli  such  proportions  of  provisions 
as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  persons  in  their  situation. 

The  vessels  now  ordered  to  be  taken  up  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  accommodation  of  at  least  1,800  convicts,  and  will,  I  expect,  i,800 
be  ready  to  sail  with  that  number,  and  the  remainder  of  the  ISTew  toTe  sent. 
South  Wales  Corps  on  board,  in  the  course  of  the  next  month. 
They  will  have  on  board  a  suitable  quantity  of  provisions,  clothing, 
«tc.,  for  the  use  of  the  convicts  after  their  landing,  and  also  an 
assortment  of  stores  equal  to  those  intended  to  be  conveyed  to 
you  by  the  Guardian,  which  have  either  been  damaged  or  destroyed. 
The  quantity  and  quality  of  eacli  article  is  specified  in  the' inclosed 
list.* 

I  have  already  explained  to  you  in  my  former  letter  his  Majesty's  The 
intention  with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  the  marine  corps  on  the  '""''''"^^" 
arrival  of  Major  Grose,  to  wliich  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to 
add  that  Lieutenant  Dawes  being  represented  to  be  an  officer  who 
may  be  usefully  employed  in  the  settlement  in  the  capacity  of 
engineer,  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  in  case  you  should  not  have 
nominated  liim  to  the  proposed  company  to  1)e  formed  out  of  the 
marines  and  to  be  annexed  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  that 
he  should  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the  settlement,  if  he  should 
be  inclined  so  to  do,  and  for  liis  services  in  that  capacity  it  is 
intended  that  he  shall  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in  point  of 
.emolument  as  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers  of  a  similar  rank. 

The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Appoint- 
Chas.  Grimes,  who  takes  his  passage  in  the  Gorgon,  to  be  Deputy-  ""■"  "^^ 
Surveyor  of  Roads,  to  be  employed  on  Norfolk  Island,  or  in  any 
other  part  of  your  government  where  you  may  conceive  his  ser- 
vices to  be  most  useful  ;  and  in  consequence  of  your  recommenda- 
tion of  Mr.  Zach.  Clarke,  he  has  been  appointed  Deputy-Connnis- 
sary  of  Stores  and  Provisions.  Each  of  these  officers  will  be 
placed  on  the  civil  establishment,  with  salaries  of  five  shillings  per 
diem.  .  I  am,  &c., 

W.  W.  Grenville. 

•  Not  recorded. 
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Major  Geose  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Salopian  Coffee  House,  Nov.  the  17tli,  1790. 

I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  represent  to  the 
Admiralty  that  the  accomodations  allotted  to  myself  and  the 
officers  under  my  command  on  board  his  Majestie's  ship  Gorgon 
are  not  such  as  we  consider  ourselves  entitled  to.  It  is  with 
much  reluctance  I  complain,  but  as  every  comfortable  situation  in 
the  ship  seems  to  be  occupied  hy  the  naval  officers,  who  profess  a 
positive  resolution  of  messing  by  themselves,  I  hope  your  inter- 
ference will  cause  the  matter  to  he  so  regulated  that  if  we  are  to 

An  "eligible  live  by  ourselves  an  eligible  place  for  our  mess  may  be  allotted. 
I  have  myself  a  wife  and  family,  whose  comforts  may  probably 
cause  me  to  be  more  anxious  than  I  otherwise  should  be.  If, 
however,  we  cannot  be  better  accomodated  I  shall  endeavour  to 
make  myself  satisfied,  although  I  believe  I  may  say  that  I  am  the 

Turned  into  first  officer  of  my  rank  who  sailed  with  so  few  comforts,  or  who 
was  ever  turned  into  the  gun-room  of  a  ship  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  troops.  Relying  that  every  justice  will 
be  done  to  us,  I  am,  &g.,  Fras.  Grose, 

Major  Com't  N.S.W.  Corps. 


place 
desired 


the  !,''uu- 
rooiii 


Dec. 


The  soil. 


Sowing 
gr.iin. 


of 


Vegetables. 


Remarks  and  Observations  on  Norfolk  Island  by  Major 

Ross.* 
I  AM  of  opinion  that  the  soil  of  this  island  is  apparently  very 
good,  and  I  think  very  fit  for  the  cultivation  of  grain  of  any 
kind  ;  but  it  is  very  much  infested  with  catterpillars  and  other 
insects,  which  are  very  destructive,  and  every  method  hitherto 
used  to  destroy  them  has  been  found  ineffectual.  I  therefore  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  in  order  to  expect  corn  of  every  sort  to 
thrive  here  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the  time  for 
sowing  barley  and  oats  should  be  from  the  first  of  April  to  the 
middle  of  May,  and  that  wheat  may  be  sown  from  the  first  of 
May  to  the  end  of  July,  but  not  later,  and  that  Indian  corn 
(maize)  may  be  planted  from  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  middle 
of  November,  and  pease  and  beans  you  may  continue  planting 
from  the  month  of  April  to  the  beginning  of  October.  French 
beans  and  carravancesf  will  answer  any  time  from  July  to 
February  for  the  purpose  of  drying  for  exportation,  and  for  the 
use  of  the  table  you  may  plant  them  any  time  in  the  year,  as  well 
as  all  other  kinds  of  vegetables  for  the  kitchen. 

*  Written  about  December,  1790. 
t  In  some  of  the  despatches  this  word  is  spelt  "  caravanseras",  in  others  "  callivances". 
Chambers's  Encyclopajdia,  edition  1888,  contains  the  following :—"  Caravances— the 
conniion  chick-pea,  a  genus  of  the  vetch  tribe  of  leguminosiE,  grown  largely  in  the  South 
Amei'ican  States,  and  extensively  cultivated  in  Southern  Europe."  Mr.  Charles  Moore,  F.L.S., 
Director  of  the  Sydney  Botanic  Gardens,  gives  the  following  information  concerning  this 
lilaiit :  —  "  The  chick-pea,  eicer  arietirum,  is  the  'cece'  of  the  Italians,  the  '  garbarzos'  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  'gram'  of  India.  This  plant  is  extensively  cultivated  in  India, 
where  its  seeds  are  used  as  an  article  of  food,  and  likewise  in  the  South  of  Europe.  It  has 
from  time  to  time  been  cultivated  in  this  colony,  but  has  not  proved  a  profitable  crop,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  is  now  grown  here." 
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My  reason  for  mentioniiig  the  time  for  sowing  is  tliat  Mr.       ^"^^^ 
King  was  of  opinion  that  all  sorts  of  gi'ain  should  be  sown  eai'ly,        Dec 
and  I  have  prov'd   the  justness  of  this   remark  Ijy  causing  some  Earij' 
barley,  oats,  and  wheat  (of  my  own)  which  I  brought  from  Port  sowing. 
Jackson  with  me,  and  which  got  wet  with  salt  water  in  getting 
it  on  shore  from  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  to  be  the  first  sown,'  q^^^ 
and  it  throve  remarkably  well  and  escaped  the  blight,  the  grub,  results. 
and  cattei'pillar,  and  produced  well,  having  from  two  bushels  of 
barley  sown  on  one  acre  and  a  quarter  saved  forty-nine  bushels 
of  clean  good  corn,  and  from  two  bushels  of  oats  sown  on  one 
acre  and  a  quarter  saved  only  five  bushels  of  A^ery  bad  oats,  and 
from  three  bushels  of  wheat  sown  upon  two  acres  of  land  I  have 
got  thirty-six  bushels  of  good  clean  wheat.     And  here  I  beg  leave 
to  remark  that  the  above  is  the  only  land  that  escaped  the  blight, 
grub,  and  catterpillar,  notwithstanding  the  barley  and  some  part  insect  pests 
of  the  wheat  was  sown  on  land  which  had  been  fresh  burnt,  nor  ^^°'  ^'' 
was  any  of  it  cut  down  when  young,  as  had  been  practised  in 
Mr.  King's  time,  and  altho'  the  same  mode  was  strongly  recom- 
mended to  me,   yet  as  they  did  not  assign  any  reason  for  the 
practice  (except  that  they  had  always  done  it)  I  did  not  practice 
it,  and  I  found  it  answers  very  well  without  cutting. 

I  am  likewise  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  of  the  utmost 
advantage  to  this  settlement  that  whenever  any  land  is  cleared, 
and  the  timbei',  etc.,  burn'd  on  it,  that  before  it  is  sown  with  corn  First  crops. 
of  any  sort — except  maize — that  it  should  be  sown  with  turnips 
or  planted  with  potatoes  or  carravances,  which  are  articles  that 
may  be  given,  in  a  stated  proportion,  to  the  convicts  in  lieu  of 
one-half  of  their  present  ration  of  flour.  And  as  potatoes  will  not 
keep  good  in  this  country  for  more  than  three  months  there  will 
be  a  great  quantity  to  spare  for  the  stock. 

I  also  affirm  that  the  land  on  this  island  will,  without  the 
smallest  hazard  of  loseing  a  seed  season,  produce  two  crops  in  the  Two  crops 
year.  That  is,  after  the  grain  is  housed,  you  may  plant  carra-  ^  ^  ^'^^' 
vances  and  potatoes  upon  the  land  that  the  corn  came  off'  from, 
and  long  before  that  land  will  again  be  wanted  for  grain  the 
potatoes  will  be  out  of  tlie  ground  and  the  carravances  ripe  and 
housed. 

At  the  time  I  took  upon  myself  the  charge  and  command  of 
this  island  I  found  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  to  put  every  person  on  this  island  upon 
half-allowance  until  we  could  get  such  relief  as  we  might  have  Haif- 
reasonably  expected;  but  finding  ourselves  disappointed  in  the' 
hope,  and  having  received  from  Captn.  Hunter  all  the  provisions 
and  stores  which  I  was  to  expect  him  to  deliver  into  the  charge 
of  the  Commissary  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  including  the 
officers  and  company  of  the  8irius,  and  being  told  Ijy  IVIr.  King 
that  thirty  acres  of  land  were  all  that  was  clear  on  the  island,  I 
2  E 
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1790      therefore  determin'd,  as  soon  as  the  convicts  could  be  spared  from 
Dec.        their  attention  to  the  saving  of  the  stores,  &c.,  from  the  wreck, 
Clearing       to  employ  the  greatest  force  I  could  muster  in  clearing  land,  and 
land.    °        in  providing  every  possible  means  of  subsistance  for  ourselves 
until  such  time  as  the  next  corn  harvest  began.     And  as  Mr. 
King  had  left  what  he  called  three  acres  of  potatoes,  I  order'd 
them  to  be  taken  up,  and  found  that  two  acres  of  which  produced 
only  four  bushels,  and  the  third  acre  produced  one  hundred  and 
Potato  crop,  sixty-seven  and  a  half  bushels  ;  this  furnished  me  with  plenty  of 
seed  potatoes,  and  as   I  know  that  they  are  a  most   excellent 
succedpenium  [succedaneum]  for  bread,  and  that  many  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  have  little  else  to  live  upon,  potatoes  being 
the  staff  or  chief  of  their  subsistance,  and  yet  they  work  as  hard  as 
any  men  in  the  world,  I  judged  it  expedient  to  plant  as  many  of 
them  as  I  supposed  would  last  us  until  we  could  make  the  new  corn 
into  bread,  and  therefore  had  eleven  acres  planted,  and  which  we 
began  taking  up  in  the  month  of  October,  and  had  the  whole  out 
of  the  ground  by  the  24th  November  ;  and  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
find  that  they  answer'd  extremely  well,  having  produced  at  the 
A  good         rate  of  from  two  hundred  and  thirty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
iieid.  bushels  per  acre,  and  which  I  had  intended  for  the  people,  to  be 

issued  at  the  rate  of  six  pounds  per  man  per  day ;  but  as  we  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  get  a  supply  of  flour,  I  now  issue  eight 
Potatoes  in  pounds  of  potatoes,  together  with  six  pounds  of  flour  for  each  man 
heu  of  flour,  ^g^,  week  as  the  ration  of  bread ;  by  this  means  I  am  sure  that, 
with  the  flour  saA^ed  and  the  corn  now  in  store,  together  with 
what  the  land  may  be  brought  to  produce,  that  we  may  (at  two- 
thirds  allowance)  have  flour,  corn,  potatoes,  and  carravances 
sulhcient  to  last  the  island  for  twelve  months  from  the  first  of 
January,  1791. 

As  I  have  mentioned  the  quantity  of  clear  land  which  I  found 

Land  On  the  island,  I  sliall  now  mention  the  quantity  now  cleared  on 

cleared.         ^|^g  island,    including  the  thirty  acres  left  by  Mr.   King.     And 

here  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  as  soon  as  Captain  Hunter  judged 

that  the  ship's  company  of  the  Sirius  had  done  with  the  wreck, 

he  ask'd  me  to  point  out  a  place  where  they  might  be  employed 

Sailors'         in  clearing  land  for  the  purpose  of  making  gardens  for  themselves, 

gardens.       which  I  immediately  agreed  to,  and  left  the  choice  of  place  to 

Captain  Hunter,  where  he  employ'd  his  people  under  their  own 

oflicers,  and  with  every  exertion  they  have  only  clear'd  sixty  rods 

(or  perches)  of  land  ;  and  as  one  hundred  of  the  common  run  of 

Convict         tlie  male  convicts  can  very  well  be  spai'ed  for  one  year  to  clear 

land,  I  shall  esteemate  their  work  agreeable  to  what  they  have 

tasked  themselves — at  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  and 

fifty-five  perchs.  in  the  year — so  that  at  the  end  of  one  year  from 

this  present  time  the  public  will  be  in  possession  of  *       acres  of 

clear  land.     And  as  I  am  convinced  that  two  acres  of  clear  land, 

*  Blank  in  MS. 
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properly  sown  and  planted  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown,  is  suffi-       1790 
cient,  with  a  very  little  industry  and  attention,  to  maintain  six       Dec. 
people,   I   therefore  propose   that   the   convicts,   both  male  and 
female,  may  be  classed  into  gangs  or  messes  of  six  each,  and  to  Working 
have  two  acres  of  clear  land  given  them,  properly  stock'd  ;   and  s^"^^- 
as  soon  as  the  corn  on  it  is  ripe  and  fit  to  house  they  are  then 
to  cease  drawing  any  provisions  from  the  public   store  except 
animal  food,  and  that  only  at  the  rate  of  half  their  present  ration 
of  meat,  for  the  space  of  six  months  after  they  are  put  in  possession 
of  two  sows  with  pig,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  are 
not  to  trouble  tlie  store  for  anything  but  tools  and  implements  of  Self- 
husbandry  and  clothing,  everything  else  being  in  their  own  power  ^"1'1'°'  • 
to  procure.     And  what  makes  me  suppose  this  is,  that  Mount  Pitt 
lias  for  six  months  in  the  year  supply'd  as  many  birds  as  all  the 
men  on  the  island  could  take  away  with  them.      I  am  convinced 
by  my  own'  ideas  that  this  or  some  plan  like  it  will  be  the  only 
mode  of  making  those  people  live  independent  of  the  store  ;  for  The  way  to 
it  has  been  an  old  remark  of  mine  that  while  our  (I  might  have  denc^^"' 
said  folly)  humanity  feeds  them  they  will  not  take  the  trouble  of 
getting  anything  for  themselves ;  and  I  am  very  sure  that  if  the 
provision  store  was  left  open  to  them  that  more  than  one-half  of 
them  would  take  immediate  possession  of  it,  and  not  quit  it  until 
they  had  destroy'd  everything  in  it,  altho'  they  know  that  they  improvi- 
might  in  consequence  of  it  starve  immediately  after  ;  and  this 
they  would  do,  least  that  if  they  went  out  somebody  else  might 
take  possession  and  keep  them  out. 

I  would  likewise  encourage  them  to  clear  and  cultivate  some 
acres  adjoining  to  what  they  had,  and  all  tlie  land  which  they 
may  have  in  possession  at  the  time  they  may  be  quitting  the 
island  shall  be  the  property  of  the  Crown,  unless  any  of  them  are 
allowed  to  become  settlers,  and  in  that  case  they  will  have  grants  Land 
of  land  given  them.  This  mode,  I  think,  will  create  a  desire  &''''"*^- 
among  tliem  for  living  better  than  their  neighbours,  and  that 
may  create  industry,  and  industry,  I  think,  will  cultivate  a  desire 
of  settling  for  life.  But  this,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  I  only  offer 
as  a  groundwork  of  something  to  form  a  plan  upon. 

From  eight  grape-vines  which  I  found  in  his  Majesty's  garden, 
and  two  I  found  in  Lieut.  Creswell's,  there  are  six  hundred  cuttings 
planted,  and  all  of  them  are  in  a  flour-ishing  condition  ;  and  last 
August  his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-Chief  sent  two  hundred  and  vines  a 
fifty  cuttings  from  Port  Jackson,  all  of  which  are  thriving  equally  ^"""^^ 
well  with  tlie  others,  and  some  of  the  old  stocks  lia\e  fruit  this 
year,  nor  liave  I  any  doubt  but  the  whole  will  bear  fruit  the  next 
year ;  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  I  can  see  no  reason  wine, 
wliy  we  may  not  have  as  much  wine  made  upon  tliis  island  as  will 
supply  New  .Sh.  Wales  and  this  place,  and  I  tliink  it  veiy  probable 
that  in  a  short  time  they  may  export  wine  from  tliis  island. 
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1790 

Dec. 


Fruit. 


Indijro  and 
castor  nut. 


19  Dec. 


Reported 

mil  tun'. 


Fri\olous 
complaint. 


21  Dec. 

Dispute  on 
board  the 
Gorgon. 


From  the  luxui-iant  state  in  which  the  sugar-cane  thrives,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  from  it  and  turnips  a  beverage  equal  to  cyder 
misflit  be  extracted  ;  but  as  I  have  never  heard  that  such  a  thins: 
had  been  tried,  I  hope  the  experiment  will  be  made. 

The  few  orange  and  lemon  plants  which  are  here  seem  to  thrive 
very  well.  Straberries  thrive  but  indifferently.  Every  sort  of 
melon  and  pomijion  [pumpkin]  thrive  well,  and  I  have  had  very 
good  bananas  at  my  table  twice  or  thrice ;  and  I  have  planted  young 
succours  [  suckers]  of  the  banana-tree  at  Charlottefield,  as  fi'om  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  at  that  place,  and  their  being  well  shelter'd  from 
the  sea  winds,  I  think  I  have  reason  to  expect  that  they  will  thrive 
very  well. 

If  indigo  or  castor  nut  are  judged  objects  of  attention,  I  can 
answer  for  their  growing  here  in  the  highest  perfection,  and  with 
as  little  trouble  as  in  any  part  of  the  world. 


Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis. 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  Dec'r  the  19th  [1790]. 

Cap'n  Harvey  having  reported  to  me  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention by  this  night's  post  to  communicate  to  the  Admiralty  that 
the  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  embarked  on 
board  the  Gorgon  had  mutineed,  I  have  to  request  you  will  be 
pleased,  should  such  information  be  brought  to  the  War  Office,  to 
suspend  your  opinion  until  to-morrow's  post,  it  being  too  late  this 
evening  for  me  to  recite  the  particulars.  Suffice  it  to  say  Capt. 
Harvey  was  not  on  board  his  ship  when  the  mutinj^  happened, 
and  that  his  report  is  consequently  only  hearsay.  From  what  I 
hearit  was  nothing  more  than  some  drunken  irregularity  committed 
by  two  soldiers  from  the  Savoy.  I  will  at  once  venture  to  say 
that  his  representation  will  turn  out  to  be  frivolous,  and  that  it 
may  be  imputed  more  to  personal  ^^ique  than  anything  else. 

I  trust  we  shall  not  suffer  in  your  opinion  to  make  it  appear  that 
the  detachment  have  on  s'h  occasions  behaved  with  more  strict  pro- 
priety than  could  be  expected,  considering  what  has  been  done  to 
provoke  and  excite  a  different  conduct.     I  have,  &c., 

Fran's  Grose, 
Major  Com'g  N.  S.  Wales  Corps. 


Sir, 


Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis. 

Portsmouth,  Dec'r  the  21st  [1790]. 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  particulars  of 
tlie  dis})ute  which  happened  in  the  Gorgon,  and  although  I  do  not 
write  otherwise  than  from  report  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  whatever  I  relate  to  you  will,  if  necessary,  be  proved.  On 
the  evening  of  last  Friday  two  of  the  soldiers  were  drunk  and 
figliting  between  decks,  their  noise  being  heard  by  a  serjeant ;  he 
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attempted  to  part  tlioni,  when  one  of  them,  who  was  more  drunk       ^'790 
than  tlie   other,  saw  fit   to   abuse  and    strike    the  Serjeant ;   in     21  Dec 
this  situation  a  naval  officer  interfered  to  enforce  the  Serjeant's 
authority;  the  soldiers   were  both  directly  put  in   irons,  and  so 
ended  the  controversy.     I  am  authorized  to  say,  altliough  much 
abuse  was  given  to  the  Serjeant,  there  was  not  the  smallest  offence 
or  resistance  to  the  authority  of  any  of  the  naval  officers.     On  the 
morning  of  the  next  day  the  cook  for  the  soldiers  having  refused 
a  petty  officer  the  hot  water  from  his  coppers  which  he  had  the 
preceding  evening  with  some  labour  collected,  an  altercation  took  An  aiterca- 
place,  in  which,  it  is  asserted  by  one  and  denied  by  the  other,  that  ''°"" 
improper    language  was  given.       The   cook  was  in  consequence 
ordered  l)y  the  lieutenant  of  the  ship  to   be  immediately  put  in  The  cook 
irons.     Whether  this  proceeding  was  proper  or  improper  I  do  not  "^  "'°"^" 
know,  but  I  am  confident  the  petty  officer  could  have  no  business 
with  either  the  cook  or  his  coppers. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  when  the  anchor  was   about  to  be 
weighed,  the  soldiers  did  not  volunteer  that  assistance  they  had  on 
all  other  occasions  so  cheerfully  given ;  the  serjeant,  on  enquii-ing 
the  cause  of  their  not  coming  forward  with  their  usual  alertness, 
was  informed  that  they  considered    themselves  injured    by   the  The  soldiers 
confinement  of  their  cook ;  that  understanding  it  was  optional  with  fi'spieased. 
themselves  to  work  or  let  it  alone,  they  felt  no  inclination  to  do  any- 
thing more  than  their  duty.     You  are  to  understand  that  nothing 
was  said  to  persuade  them  by  the  officer  commanding  on  board ;  and 
it  has  ever  been  held  out  to  the  men  by  me,  being  publicly  autho- 
rized so  to  say  by  Capt.  Harvey,  that  they  were  not  considered  as 
doing  duty  as  marines  to  the  Gorgon;  that  if  they  chose  to  assist  Theirduties. 
in  working  tlie  ship  they  might;  that  if  they  disliked  it  there  was 
no  compulsion,  unless  to  hoist  in  water  or  provisions  of  any  sort. 

It  has  ever  been  my  intention,  and  I  daresay  ever  will  continue 
so,  to  avoid  altercations  if  I  can,  and  anxious  as  Capt.  Harvey  has 
been  to  convey  some  unfavorable  report  of  my  detachment  to  the 
Admiralty,  I  have  no  wish  to  retort  on  him,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  tlie  conduct  of  my  party,  and   without   the  smallest  Grose 
wish  of  arraigning  his.      I  am  forced  to  say  that  if  Capt.  Harvey  fjig^,'"'^ 
had  been  on  board  when  his  anchor  was  weighed,  and  if  he  had  not 
brought  on  shore  the  officer  left  in  care  of  my  men,  this  business 
Iiad  probably  never  happened,  or  if  it  had  he  would  have  known 
better  than  to  make  so  serious  a  report  to  the  Admiralty  about  Much  ado 
nothing.      I  have  further  to  say  that  had  Capt.  Harvey  consulted  '^o°,"i*;,„ 
with  myself,  by  doing  of  whicli  he  would  have  observed  the  Admiral's 
directions  (to  wliom  this  business  was  first  represented),  tlie  officers 
need  not  have  been  plagued  with  his  frivolous  representations  or  the 
feply  I  am  forced  from  necessity  to  make  to  them.*     I  have,  itc, 

Fkancis  Grose, 
Major-Com'g  N.S.W.  Corps. 

*  Captain  Ilarvej-  was  superseded  by  Captain  Parker.    Post,  p.  427. 
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1790 
21  Dec. 


Difficulties 
oveicome. 


King's 
promotion. 


Phillip's 
leave. 


Lord  Sydney  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 
Dear  Sir,  Frognall,  December  21,  1790. 

I  have  received  two  letters  to-day  from  our  friend  Phillip, 
dated  the  1 4th  and  1 5th  of  last  April,  f  He  writes  in  good  spirits, 
and  repi-esents  the  new  settlement  as  having  nearly  overcome  its 
difficultys.  This  is  a  much  better  account  than  I  could  have 
expected.  He  has  made  three  requests.  The  first  is  for  the  rank 
of  master  and  commander  for  the  officer  who  brings  his  dis- 
patches, whom  I  suppose  to  be  Lieutenant  King  of  the  Syrias,J 
but  he  does  not  name  him.  The  second  is  some  provision  for  the 
Commissary,  whom  he  commends  much,  and  represents  as  a  dying 
man — two  strong  arguments  in  his  favour — but  he  does  not  name 
him  neither.  The  last  is  leave  to  return  home  for  the  regulation 
of  his  private  afi'airs.  He  makes  his  last  request  with  much  the 
least  earnestness  of  any  of  the  three.  Probably  they  may  be  all 
contained  in  his  official  dispatches,  but  I  trouble  you  with  them 
for  Lord  Grenville's.§  information,  in  case  he  should  have  omitted 
them.  I  should  likewise  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would 
inform  Lieutenant  King  (as  I  take  it  for  granted  he  is,  like  all 
other  seamen,  under  your  protection)  that  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
see  him  whenever  he  can  let  me  have  that  pleasure.  I  shall  be  in 
town  to-morrow,  and  will,  if  it  is  not  inconvenient,  avail  myself 
of  your  obliging  offer,  and  dine  with  you.  If  Mr.  King  could 
breakfast  with  me  on  Thursday,  he  would  oblige  me  very  much. 

Present  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Nepean  and  my  little 
friend  Molyneux.  All  here  desire  to  be  kindly  remembered  to 
you  and  vours.  Ever  most  sincerely  yours, 

S. 


Mr.  a.  Calvert  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
3  Dec.  Dear  Sir,  Crescent,  23  Dec'r,  1790. 

I  send  you,  at  foot,  the  ships'  names,  and  tonage  of  each, 
that's  already  taken  up  for  the  convicts.||     Yours,  etc., 

Ant'y  Calvert. 


Atlantic    440 

Will'm  and  Ann 370 

Salamander 312 

Britannia 300 

Albemarle    530 

Matilda     460 

Active  350 

Queen    380 

Mary  Ann  300 


tons 


220  convicts, 

185        „ 

156        ,, 

150        „ 

265        ,, 

2.30        ,, 

175       ,, 

190       „ 

To  bring  women. 


*  A  private  letter. 
t  Ante,  pp.  328,  329. 

I  Lord  Svdne.v's  way  of  spelling  "Sirius." 

§  Greiiville  n-as  created  a  Baron,  November.  1790. 

II  It  will  be  seen  from  a  statement  of  contract  made  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navv, 
p.  463,  that  the  number  of  convicts  was  increased,  and  an  additional  vessel,  the  Admiral 
Barrington,  engag-ed. 
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Memorandum, - 


1790 

27  Dec. 


terms. 


-The  Lady  Juliana's  Contract. 

Whitehall,  27th  December,  1790. 
Bv  an  instrument  dated  the  2d  February,  1789,  William  Richards,  Contractor's 
junr.,  has  engaged  to  let  on  freight  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
'Na.yj  the  ship  Lady  Juliana,  burthen  401  tons,  at  9s.  6d.  per  ton, 
and  to  be  allowed  six  weeks'  pay  after  her  discharge  in  New  South 
Wales,  with  any  discounts  which  may  be  required  on  Na\'y  bills 
when  payment  of  the  freight,  ^'ictualling,  itc,  shall  be  made.  The 
said  William  Richards  to  be  paid  sixpence  per  diem  for  the  victual- 
ling of  each  convict  [jut  on  board  that  ship  when  supplied  with  sea 
provisions.      Twopence  half-penny  for  each  child. 

To  be  paid  ninepence  per  diem  for  the  supply  of  each  convict 
with  fresh  pro'visions,  vegetables,  «tc.,  previous  to  their  sailing  from 
England,  and  twopence  halfpenny  for  each  child. 

To  be  paid  sixpence  per  diem  for  the  vict'g  of  each  convict  when 
in  any  foreign  port  with  fresh  provisions,  fruits,  and  vegetables,  in 
addition  to  the  sixpence  allowed  for  sea  provisions,  which  are  then 
of  course  to  be  stopped. 

To  be  allowed  forty  shillings  for  the  clothing  of  each  con\T.ct 
during  the  passage. 

And  seven  shillings  per  diem  for  the  salary  of  a  surgeon  whilst 
the  convicts  remain  on  board. 


State  of  the  Settlements  at  JSTorfolk  Island  and  Port  Jackson, 
on  a  calculation  made  the  27th  December,  1790. 


27  Dec. 


Time  when. 

Settlement. 

Description. 

1 

c 

2 
0 

25  th  Mar.,  1790.. 
22  Apr.,  1790  .. 

30  June,  1790 . . . 

31  July,  1790... 

Norfolk  Isld.... 
Port  Jackson  . . 

do 

do 

Lt.-Governorand  Assist.  Surtreon .. 
Officers  and  seamen  late  belonging 

to  the  Sirius   

Marines    

2 

80 

93 

191 

10 

62 
127 

1 
297 

iii 

900 

5 
20 

4 

99 

'27 
1 

70 
225 

16 

70 

1 

37 

'36 

1 
26 
10 
10 

10 

Convicts  

Governor  and  Civil  Officers    

Officers  and  seamen  late  belonging 
to  the  Sirius    

Natives 

Convicts  

Convicts  from  Lady  Juliana 

Detachment  N.  8.  Wales  Coi-ps    . . 
Convicts  sent  out  in  the  Neptune, 

Scarbro',  and  Suiprise    

Superintendents  who  had  embarked 

on  board  the  Guardian       

Convicts              do.               

Persons 

1,892 
512 
131 

512 

131 

2,545 

Population. 


Rations.— Men,  full,  1,892  ;  women,  gds,  342 ;  children,  i,  65— total,  2,299. 
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A  proposal 
to  send 
out  settlers. 


Proposal  to  Send  Out  Settlers.  (Banks  Papers.)* 
The  Governor  to  allot  and  send  me  home  a  plan  of  my  estate  at 
the  public  expence. 

To  give  the  passage  out,  and  supply  each  family  with  10  convict 
servants,  if  they  shall  demand  so  many  for  seven  years  from  the 
period  when  they  shall  make  the  first  demand  to  be  under  the  same 
regulations  as  those  employed  by  the  public. 

To  victual  each  family  for  3  years  from  the  time  of  their  arri^'al, 
and  their  convict  servants  for  4. 

To  gi^^e  me  free  passage  from  the  Cape  for  each  family,  for  1  cow, 
2  sows,  2  ewes,  and  2  female  goats  ;  and  in  case  any  die  on  the 
A"oyage  to  replace  them  by  the  next  ships  and  from  the  public  stock 
of  the  colony. 

To  furnish  seed  corn,  etc.,  of  all  kinds  for  2  years,  and  tools. 

To  send  out  one  family  at  least  every  year. 

4  years  no  rent,  6  a  bushel  of  corn  paid  into  the  store,  10  more 
a  quarter  of  do.  do.,  10  more  a  shilling  an  acre  for  all  cleared  land. 
In  case  after  4  years'  stay  they  choose  it,  to  bring  them  back  free, 
and  the  lease  to  be  void. 

My  proposal  read  to  Mr.  Nepean. 


Dec.       Draught  of  Instructions  for  Mr.  Menzies  (Banks  Papers.)! 

The  business  on  which  you  are  employed  by  Government,  for  the 
due  execution  of  Avhich  you  will  be  entitled  to  the  salary  you  have 
stipulated  to  receive,  consists  of  the  following  articles  : — ■ 

In  all  places  at  which  the  ship  you  are  on  board  shall  touch  and 
make  a  sufficient  stay  you  are — • 

.Soil.  1st.  To  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  soil — whether  it  is  sandy, 

gravelly,  loamy,  boggy,  &c.,  &c.,  and  carefully  to  remark  the  size 
of  the  trees  that  grow  upon  it,  as  well  as  whether  they  stand  thick 
and  close,  or  distant  and  separate  one  from  the  other. 

Climate.  2nd.  The  nature  of  the  climate  as  far  as  you  are  able  to  judge 

of  it  from  the  productions. 

Cultivation.  3rd.  The  probable  degree  of  fertility  of  the  soil;  whether,  in  case 
it  should  hereafter  be  found  expedient  to  send  out  settlers,  the 
usual  grains,  pulse,  and  fruit  of  Europe  are  likely  to  succeed,  and 
if  not,  what  other  sort  of  pi'oduce  would  in  your  opinion  be  the 
most  suitable. 

Flora.  4th.  To  enumerate,  as  far  as  you  may  find  yourself  able,  the 

■  These  notes  are  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  handwriting'.  Tliej-  bear  no  date,  but  they  were 
probably  written  some  time  in  the  year  1790.  Notliin;^- further  has  been  found  in  the  papers 
with  regard  to  this  proposal  to  send  out  families  to  New  Soutli  Wales. 

t  This  paper,  which  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  is  headed  "  Draught  of 
Instructions  for  Mr.  iMenzies."  Mr.  Mcnzies  was  the  botanist  sent  out  with  an  expedition 
of  discovei-y  and  survey  to  the  north-west  coast  of  America,  under  Captain  Vancouver. 
The  vessels  selected  for  the  service  were  the  war  ship  Discovery,  and  tlie  armed  tender 
Chatham.  (See  note  to  Grenville's  despatch,  ante,  p.  312.)  Mr.  Menzies  was  appointed  on 
the  recommendation  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  made  tlie  necessary  arrangements. 
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different  trees,  shrubs,  plants,  gi'asses,  ferns,  and  mosses  that  are  I'^'^O 
found  in  each  country,  noting  jnirticularly  the  places  where  those  Dec. 
that  are  uncommon  have  been  met  Avith. 

5th.  To  dig  up  plants  of  such  as  you  consider  most  curious,  plant  Plants  to  be 
them  in  the  hatch  -which  is  under  your  cai'e,  and  preserve  them  to  •=°"®'=^^- 
the  best  of  yonr  aljility  for  his  Majesty's  use  on  your  return. 

Gth.  You  are  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  ship  shall  be  Water, 
watered,   to  acquaint  the  commanding  officer  what   quantity  of 
water  the  plants  in  your  hatch  are  likely  to  consume  by  the  week 
or  the  day,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  make  proper  provision  for 
their  future  supply. 

7th.   You  are  to  collect  seeds  of  all  such  curious  plants  as  you  Seeds, 
shall  meet  with  at  tlie  season  of  ripening,  and  packing  them  care- 
fully, when  fully  dry,  in  paper  packages  carefully  sealed  up,  send 
them  home  by  every  opportunity  that  occurs  for  his  Majesty's 
use. 

8th.  You  are  to  dry  specimens  of  all  such  plants,  etc.,  as  you  Specimens 
shall  judge  worthy  of  being  brought  home,  and  more  especially  of  coHec^gj 
all  those  of  which  you  shall  procure  either  living  plants  or  seeds, 
in  order  that  those  who  are  employed  in  examining  the  plants  you 
shall  bring  home  may  be  assisted  in  ascertaining  their  names  and 
qualities ;  and  of  these  you  are  to  deliver  one  compleat  set  to  the 
Sec.  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

9th.  All  the  seeds  of    plants  and  the   living  plants  you  shall  The  Kin^s 
collect  in  your  voyage  you  are  to  consider  as  wholly  and  entirely  1*^^°^^'  -" 
the  property  of  his  Majesty,  and  you  are  not  on  any  account 
whatever  to  pai't  with  any  seeds,  plants,  cuttings,  slips,  or  parts 
of  plants  for  any  purpose  whatever  but  his  Majesty's  use. 

lOtli.  In  all  your  excursions  on  shore  you  are  to  examine  with  Minerals, 
attention  the  beds  of  brooks  and  torrents  and  all  other  places  wliere 
the  natural  strata  of  the  earth  are  laid  bare  by  water  or  other- 
wise, and  wherever  you  meet  with  minerals  that  bear  the  appear- 
ance of  oars  [ores]  of  metals,  coal,  or  limestone,  or  any  other  thing 
likely  in  your  opinion  to  be  usefuU,  you  are  to  collect  and  preserve 
specimens  of  them  carefully,  noting  the  exact  places  in  which  each 
was  found ;  you  are  also  to  search  for  similar  substances  among 
the  pebbles  and  sand  brought  down  by  brooks  or  rivers  from  the 
inland  country,  and  if  you  suspect  them  to  contain  even  the  most 
minute  particles  of  metallic  matter,  for  which  you  are  to  search 
with  your  microscope,  you  are  to  bring  home  samples  of  them. 

11th.  You  are  to  inform  yourself,  as  well  as  you  are  able.  Fauna, 
what  sort  of  lieasts,  birds,  and  fishes  ai-e  found  in  each  place  where 
you  shall  touch  that  are  likely  to  prove  usefuU  either  as  food  or  in 
commei'ce ;  and  pay  particular  attention  to  the  various  modes  of 
taking  them  which  the  natives  or  Europeans  use.  You  are  to 
note  the  places  where  seals  or  whales  are  found  in  abundance,  to 
l)ay  all  possible  attention  to  the  natural  histoiy  of  the  sea-otter, 
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Dec. 

The  naiives. 


Cannibal- 
ism. 


Journal. 


A  collection 
of  specimens 
to  be  made. 


and  to  learn  all  you  can  concerning  the  wild  sheep  said  to  be 
found  on  the  coast,  and,  if  practicable,  procure  the  skin  of  one  of 
them  for  your  employer. 

12th.  In  all  places  where  you  can  procure  a  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  natives  you  are  to  make  carefull  enquiry  into  their 
manners,  customs,  ceremonies,  religion,  language,  manufacture,  and 
every  other  thing  in  your  opinion  likely  to  interest  mankind.  And 
if  you  find  the  abominable  custom  of  eating  human  flesh,  which 
they  are  said  to  practice,  to  be  really  in  use  among  them,  you  are, 
if  you  can  do  it  with  safety  and  propriety,  to  be  present  at  some 
of  their  horrid  repasts  in  order  to  bear  witness  to  the  existence  of 
a  practice  all  but  incredible  to  the  inhabitants  of  civilised  countries, 
and  discover,  if  you  can,  the  original  motives  of  a  custom  for  which 
it  seems  impossible  to  suggest  any  probable  cause. 

13th.  You  are  to  keep  a  regular  journal  of  all  occurrences  that 
happen  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  and  enter  in  it  all  observations 
you  shall  make  on  every  subject  you  are  employed  to  investigate, 
which  journal  you  are  on  your  return  to  deliver  to  his  Majesty's 
Sec.  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  or  to  such  person  as  he 
shall  direct  to  receive  them ;  and  also  one  compleat  collection  of 
all  the  specimens  of  animals,  vegetables,  and  minei-als  that  you  shall 
have  procured,  as  well  as  such  curious  articles  of  the  cloths,  arms, 
implements,  and  manufactures  of  the  natives  as  you  shall  deem 
worthy  of  particular  notice. 


Mr.  Menzies 
and  his 
duties. 


Surgeon  of 
Discovery. 


the  frun- 


Memoranda  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

Furnish  Mr.  M.  [Menzies]  with  such  proportion  of  the  trade  for 
Intlians  entrusted  to  his  charge  as  may  enable  him  to  hire  the 
assistance  [of]  the  Indians  as  guides  and  to  carry  his  luggage,  and 
to  induce  them  to  give  him  such  information  as  he  may  want  from 
them. 

That  the  plant-hatch  be  put  under  his  care  and  direction,  and 
that  neither  lumber  or  dogs  the  projDerty  of  any  person  be  put 
in  it. 

That  he  be  allowed  his  share  of  the  conveniences  of 
room  in  point  of  store-rooms,  &c.,  &c. 

Assist  him  with  boats  when  they  can  be  spared  from  the  duty 
of  the  ship. 

Assist  him  with  men  and  any  such  heavy  luggage  as  he  may 
have  occasion  to  bring  on  board,  particularly  earth  for  his  plants, 
as  well  as  the  plants  themselves. 

Take  on  board  water  for  the  plants  in  such  quantities  as  shall  be 
found  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  plants  on  the  requisition 
of  Mr.  M.  [Menzies]. 

To  be  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Discovery,  which  he  understands 
is  intended  to  bear  two  mates. 
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To  occupy  the  cabbin  on  board  her  which  was  intended  for  him        1^90 
as  naturalist.  Dec. 

To  receive  £80  a  year  as  a  salary. 

To  have  an  assistant,  who  is  to  receive  £20  a  year  able  pay 
and  ship's  provision. 

To  obey  such  instructions  as  he  shall  receive  relative  to  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  natural  productions,  comparative  fertility,  manners 
of  natives  of  the  countries  he  is  to  visit,  &c. 

To  deliver  his  journal  to  his  employers  on  his  return,  provided 
that  if  it  if,  thought  proper  for  publication  he  shall  be  allowed  to 
publish  it  for  his  own  benetit. 

Given  to  Mr.  Nepean,  Deer.  15,  1790.  22nd,  he  told  me  Ld. 
G.*  had  agreed  to  the  whole  j)roposition,  and  ordered  a  letter  to  be 
wrote  to  Mr.  Martin,!  to  request  the  appointment  of  surgeon  for 

Mr.  M.|  1791 

Jan.  1st,  1791.  IJan. 

Mr.  Menzies  to  receive  <£150  a  year  for  every  charge  of  salary, 
mess,  servants'  wages,  &c.,  &c.  Himself  and  his  servant  to  be 
entered  as  supernumeraries  for  provision  only,  but  his  servant  to 
be  placed  in  some  situation  in  which  his  time  as  a  seaman  may 
go  on.  His  servant  was  in  the  President's  foretop  during  the  late 
armament,  and  is  17  years  of  age. 


Captain  Harvey  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers.) 

Gorgon,  Portsmouth  Harbor, 
My  Dear  Sir,  2nd  Jan'y,  1791.  2  Jan. 

Just  as  I  was  sitting  down  to  inform  you  that  the  Gorgon 
was  changing  her  provisions,  and  that  when  compleated  with  fresh 
she  would  have  sail'd  for  New  South  Wales  in  the  course  of 
three  weeks,  when  I  was  visited  by  a  Captain  Parker,  late  of  the  The  com- 
Ulysses,  who  informed  me  that  he  came  to  supersede  me.  At  Gorl'on'  *^^ 
present  I  can  only  account  for  it  that  the  Major-Commandant  and 
I  have  disagreed.  I  hope  to  be  in  town  in  a  few  days,  when  I 
will  wait  on  you.  I  am,  &c., 

Wm.  Harvey. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  TJndek  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  London,  5  January,  1791.  5  Jan. 

Having  received  an  order  from  his  Excellency  Governor  King's 
Phillip,  dated  ye  6th  day  of  April,  1790,  to  receive  into  my  charge  En^'ialuU 
his  despatches  for  his  Majestie's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  and  for  the  Secretary  of  the    Admiralty,  1 

*  Lord  Grenville,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

t  -Mr.  Iluiiry  Martin,  Comptroller  of  the  Na\y.  He  succeeded  Sir  Charles  Middleton, 
March,  1790. 

;  M r.  Menzies  was  not  appointed  to  this  positkn  in  the  first  instance,  but  he  undertook  the 
duties  subsequently. 
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1791       was  also  directed  to  embark  myself  on  board  his  Majestie's  armed 
5  Jan.      tender  the  Supply,  and  proceed  in  her  to  Batavia,  from  whence  I 
Avas  directed  to  make  the  best  of  my  way  to  England. 

The  Supply  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  on  April  1 7th,  and  arrived 

Batavia.  at  Batavia  July  6th.  On  the  4th  August  I  left  that  port,  having 
taken  my  passage  on  board  the  Snelheid,  a  Dutch  packet.  A 
putrid  fever  made  its  appearance  soon  after  sailing,  which  in  a  few 
days  carried  oft'  a  part  of  the  crew  ;  and  the  officers,  with  the  rest 

Deaths  from  of  the  people,  being  in  a  dying  state,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
bear  up  for  the  Mauritius,  where  we  arrived  on  the  4th  September. 
Being  in  an  ill  state  of  health,  I  staid  on  shore  during  the  time 
the  vessel  was  at  this  port.  On  the  17th  September  the  packet 
sailed,  having  entered  a  new  crew,  the  captain  and  six  men,  with 

Commissan'!  ^^^'-  Andrew  Miller,  late  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions  at 
New  South  Wales,  having  died  on  the  passage  from  Batavia  to 
the  Mauritius. 

On  the  11th  October  I  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
on  the  20th  sailed  from  thence.  On  the  19th  December  the  packet 
Avas  oft'  Beachy  Head,  when  a  signal  was  made  for  a  boat,  which 
came  oft"  and  demanded  forty  guineas  for  setting  me  on  shore, 
which  was  reduced  to  seventeen,  for  which  I  was  put  on  shore 
with  great  difficulty  at  Dungeness  Lighthouse,  and  on  the  21st  I 

Arnvai  in      arrived  in  London  and  delivered  the  despatches.     Enclosed  I  have 

London.  ^j^^  honour  of  sending  an  account  of  the  different  sums  I  have  been 
necessitated  to  draw  for  on  the  Right  Honble.  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  his  ^Majesty's  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  statement  of  my 
expences  and  passage,  together  with  difterent  bills  and  receipts, 
by  which  you  will  observe  there  is  a  ballance  due  from  me  of 
twenty -five  pounds  four  shillings,  which  I  have  to  request  may  be 
placed  as  an  imprest  against  my  salary. 

I  am,  etc., 
Philip  Gidley  King. 

10  Jan.       DeSCEIPTION    OF    NORFOLK    ISLAXD    BY   LlEUT.-GoVERNOR    KlXG.* 

Norfolk  Island  is  situated  in  the  latitude  29°,  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  168'  east.  Its  foi'm  is  nearly  an  oblong,  and  contains 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  thousand  acres. 

Topography.  The  face  of  the  country  is  hilly,  and  some  of  the  valleys  are 
tolerably  large  for  the  size  of  the  island.  Many  of  the  hills  are 
very  steep,  and  some  few  so  very  perpendicular  that  they  cannot 
be  cultivated  ;  but  where  such  situations  are  they  will  do  very 
well  for  fuel.      On  the  tops  of  the  liills  are  some  extensive  flatts. 

Mount  Pitt.  Mount  Pitt  is  the  only  remarkable  high  hill  on  the  island,  and 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  high.  The  clifts  which 
surround  the  island  are  about  forty  fathoms  high  and  perpen- 
dicular. The  basis  of  the  island  is  a  hard,  firm  clay.  The  whole 
island  is  covered  with  a  thick  wood,  choaked  up  with  underwood. 

*  In  Lieutenant-Governor  King's  handwriting. 
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The  island  is  well  supplied  with  many  streams  of  very  fine       1791 
water,  many  of  which  are  sufficiently  large  to  turn  any  number     lo  Jan. 
of  mills.     These  springs  are  full  of  very  large  eels. 

From  the  coast  to  the  summit  of  Mount  Pitt  is  a  continuation  Deep  soil. 
of  the  richest  and  deepest  soil  in  the  world,  which  varys  from  a 
rich  black  mold  to  a  fat  red  earth.     We  have  dug  down  forty  feet 
and  found  the  same  soil. 

The  air  is  very  wholsome,  and  the  climate  may  be  called  a  very  climate. 
healthy  one.     There  has  been  no  sickness  since  I  first  landed  on 
the  island. 

There  are  five   kind  of  trees  on  the  island    which  are  good  Trees. 
timber,  \dz.,  the  pine,  live  oak,  a  yellow  wood,  a  hai-d  black  wood, 
and  a  wood  not  unlike  the  English  beach.     The  pine-ti'ees  are  of 
a  great  size,  many  of  which  are  from  one  Imndred  and  eighty  to 
two  lumdred  and  twenty  feet  in  height,  and  from  six  to  nine  feet 
in  diameter.     Those  trees,  which  are  fi'om  one  hundred  to   one 
hundred  and  eiglity  feet  in  height,  are  in  general  sound  ;  from  Pines, 
the  root  to   the  lower  branches   there  is   from  eighty  to  ninety 
feet  of  sound  timber,  the  rest  is  too  hard  and  knotty  for  use  ;  it 
sometimes  happens   that  after  cutting  off  twenty  feet  from  the 
butt  it  becomes  rotten  or  shakey,  for  which  I'eason  no  dependence 
can  be  put  in  it  for  large  masts  or  yards.      The  timber  of  the     - 
pine  is  very  usefull  in  buildings,  and  is  plentifull  along  the  coast  ;  Value  of  the 
its  dispersed  situation  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  island  is  well  pine. 
calculated  for  ei'ecting  such  buildings  as  may  be  necessary.  From 
what  I  have  seen  of  this  wood,  I  think  it  is  very  dui'able.     Two 
boats  have  been  built  of  it,  and  have  answered  the  purpose  fully. 

The  live  oak,  yellow  wood,  black  wood,  and  beach  are  all  of  a 
close  grain,  and  are  a  durable  wood. 

The  flax-plant  of  New  Zealand  grows  spontaneously  in   many  The  flax- 
parts  of  the  island,    but  mostly  abounds  on  the  sea-coast,  where  ^''^"*" 
tliere  is  a  very  great  quantity  of  it.     The  leaves  of  which  the 
flax  is  made  is,  when  full-grown,  six  feet  long  and  six   inches 
wide.     Each  plant  contains  seven   of  those   leaves.     A   strong 
woody  stalk  rises  from  the  centei',  wliich  bears  the  flowers.     It 
seeds  annually,  and  the  old  leaves  are  forced  out  by  young  ones 
every  year.      Every  method  has  been  tryed  to  work  it ;  but   I 
much  fear  tliat  untill  a  native  of  New  Zealand  can  be  carried  to 
Norfolk  Island  tliat  tlie  method  of  dressing  that  valuable  com-  Dressers 
modity  will  not  be  known ;    and  could  that  be  obtained,  I  have  "'^"ted. 
no  doubt  but  Norfolk  Island  would  very  soon  cloath  the  inhabi- 
tants of  New  South  Wales.* 

There  are  a  great  quantity  of  pidgeons,  parrots,  hawkes,  and  Birds, 
other  smaller  birds,  which  are  now  in  a  wild  state. 

*  Two  natives  of  New  Zealand  were  captured  in  1793,  and  taken  to  Norfolk  Island.  From 
them  the  people  learned  somcthini;  ahout  the  dressin<,'  of  flax,  hut  Kind's  anticipation  that 
"Norfolk  Island  would  very  soon  cloath  the  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales"  was  not 
realised. 
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.10  Jan. 
Crubs. 

Rats. 


Fish. 


The  coast. 


Sydney  Bay 


Anson  Bq^'. 


Ball  Bay. 


Prevailing 
vinds. 


Drouo-hts. 


Climate. 


Crops. 


The  ground  is  much  infested  with  different  kinds  of  the  grub 
worm,  which  are  very  destructive  to  the  growth  of  vegetables. 
They  are  mostly  troublesome  about  the  spring.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  when  more  crround  is  cleared  awav  that  this  e"\T.l  will  cease. 

There  is  no  quadruped  on  the  island  except  the  rat,  which  is 
much  smaller  than  the  Norway  rat.  These  vermin  were  very 
troublesome  when  first  we  landed,  but  at  present  there  are  but 
very  few. 

The  coasts  of  the  island  abound  with  very  fine  fish.  No  oppor- 
tunitys  were  ever  lost  of  sending  the  boat  out,  which  enabled  us 
to  make  a  saving  of  two  pounds  of  meat  each  man  a  week. 

The  coasts  of  the  island  are  in  general  steep,  too,  and  excepting 
at  Sydney,  Anson,  Ball,  and  Cascade  Bays,  they  are  inaccessible, 
being  surrounded  by  steep  perpendicular  clifts,  rising  from  the 
sea.     Some  rocks  are  scattered  about  close  to  the  shore. 

Sydney  Bay,  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  is  where  the  settle- 
ment is  made.  .  Landing  at  this  place  entirely  depends  on  the 
wind  and  the  weather.  I  have  seen  as  good  landing  as  in  the 
Thames  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  together,  and  I  have  often 
seen  it  impractable  to  land  for  ten  or  twelve  days  successively, 
but  it  is  much  oftener  good  landing  than  bad. 

Anson  Bay  is  a  small  bay  with  a  sandy  beach,  where  landing  is 
in  general  good,  with  an  offshore  wind  and  moderate  weather  ; 
but  as  the  interior  parts  of  the  island  are  so  difficult  of  access 
from  thence  no  ships'  boats  have  ever  landed  there. 

Ball  Bay  is  on  the  S.E.  side  of  the  island.  The  beach  is  a 
large  loose  stone.  When  landing  is  bad  in  Sydney  Bay  it  is  very 
good  here,  as  it  also  is  in  Cascade  Bay,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
island. 

During  the  winter  months,  viz.,  from  April  to  August,  the 
general  winds  are  the  south  and  S.  W.,  with  heavy  gales  at  times. 
In  the  summer  the  S.E.  wind  blew  almost  constant. 

The  spring  is  visible  in  August,  but  the  native  trees  and  many 
plants  on  the  island  is  in  a  constant  state  of  flowering.  The 
summer  is  warm,  and  sometimes  the  droughts  are  very  great. 

All  the  grain  and  European  plants  seeded  in  December.  From 
February  to  August  may  be  called  the  rainy  season,  not  that  I 
think  there  is  any  stated  times  for  rain  in  these  months,  as  it  is 
sometimes  very  fine  weather  for  a  fortnight  together,  but  when 
the  rain  does  fall  it  is  in  torrents.  I  do  not  remember  above 
three  claps  of  thunder  during  the  time  I  was  on  the  island.  The 
winter  is  very  pleasant,  and  it  never  freezes. 

The  proper  time  for  sowing  wheat  and  bai'ley  is  from  May  to 
August,  and  is  got  in  in  December.  That  which  has  been  sowed 
has  produced  twenty-fivefold,  and  I  think  the  increase  may  be 
Two  busliells  of  barley  sowed  in  1789  produced  twenty- 


greater. 


four  bushel]  s  of  a  sound  full  grain. 


king's  descriptiox  of  xorfolk  island.  431 

The  Indian  corn  produces  well,  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best       1791 
grain  to  cultivate  in  any  quantity,  on  account  of  the  little  trouble     .10  Jan. 
atteudinsr  its  growth  and  manufacturing:  for  eatinsr. 

The  Rio  Janeiro  sugar-cane  grows  very  well,  and  is  thriving.      Su^ar  cane. 

Vines  and  oranges  are  very  thri\dng  ;  of  the  former  there  will  vines  and 
be  a  great  quantity  in  a  few  years.     Potatoes  thrive  remarkably  ^''^Jiges. 
well,  and  yield  a  very  great  increase.     I  think  two  crops  a  year 
of  that  article  may  be  got  with  great  ease. 

Every  kind  of  garden  vegetable  thrives  well,  and  comes  to  great  Vegetables 
perfection. 

The  quantity  of  ground  cleared  and  in  cultivation  belonging  to  Land  in 

the  publick  was,  on  the  13th  March,  1790,  from  twenty-eight  to  cultivation. 

thirty-two  acres,  and  about  eighteen  cleared  by  free  people  and 

conA-icts  for  their  gardens.  -n  ry  -rr 

®  Philip  Gidley  Kixg. 

London,  10  Jany.,  1791.  

Warrant  for  Seal. 
At  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  21st  of  January,  1791.  2iJan. 

Present : — 
The  King's  most  excellent  Majesty. 
Lord  President.                      Lord  Amhurst. 
Duke  of  Dorset.                      Lord  Hawkesbury. 
Duke  of  Leeds.                        Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Viscount  Falmouth. 
A  NEW  seal  for  his  Majesty's  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
liaving  been  this  day  laid  before  his  Majesty  in  Council  for  his 
royal  approbation  ;  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  approve  thereof, 
and  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord   Grenville,    one   of    his    Majesty's  Principal    Secretaries  of  Warrant  for 
State,  do  cause  a  warrant  to  be  prepared  for  his  Majesty's  royal  prepared, 
signature,  for  transmitting  the  said  seal  to  the  Governor  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  empowering  him  to  make  use  thereof  within 
the  said  Governmezit.*  

Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Parker.! 
Sir,  27th  Jan'y,  1791.  27  Jan. 

Dr.  Maskelyne,  the  Astronomer  Royal,  having  acquainted 
my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  l>y  his  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  that  he  is  desii-ous  of  sending  to  Lieut.  Dawes  at  Port 
Jackson,  for  the  use  of  the  Observatory  there,  the  nautical  Sydney 
almanacks  for  1793  to  1796,  tal)les  required  to  he  used  therewith,  Observatory. 
and  a  transit  instrument.  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships 
to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  x'eceive  the  same  on  board  the 
ship  you  conmiand,  and  deliver  them  upon  your  arrival  at  Port 
Jackson  agreeable  to  their  address.  I  am,  &c., 

P.  S. 

*  The  sea]  is  described  in  the  Order  in  Council  of  4th  Aujrust,  1790.     Ante,  p.  389. 
t  In  coniinand  of  H.M.S.  Gorgon. 
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30  Jan. 


Convicts' 
fe'uard. 


30  Jan, 


Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Nepeax. 
Sir,  Forton  Barracks,  January  30th,  1791. 

I  lierewith  send  to  you  the  state  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps  as  they  at  present  are.  Their  numbers,  you  will  pei'ceive, 
areallreadyinsuilicient  to  supply  the  different  detachments  required 
for  guarding  the  convicts.  Should  any  further  desertion  take  place 
previous  to  their  departure  (than  which  nothing  is  more  likely)  I 
don't  know  how  we  shall  manage. 

The  return  you  desire  after  our  embarkation  I  will  take  care  to 
send  you  (that  is  to  say  if  I  am  here);  if  I  am  not,  the  officer  who 
is  left  will,  of  course,  attend  to  the  business  as  exactly  as  myself. 

With  much  respect,  I  have,  &c., 
Fraxs.  Grose,  Major-Com't., 

N.  S.  Wales  Corps. 
[Enclosure.] 

Forton  Barracks,  January  30th,  1791. 

State  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  containing  the  strength  of 
the  detachments  allready  sail'd  for  Port  Jackson ;  as  also  the 
numbers  which  are  now  quarter'd  at  Forton  Barracks,  and 
embarked  on  board  the  Gorgon,  man-of-war. 


Sailed  on  board  the  Xep- 
tune,   Scarborouifh,  and 
Surprize,  transports,  for 
Port  Jackson 

On  board  the  Gorgon 

Forton  Barraclis    . . 
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Fran's  Grose,  Major  Com't, 
N.  S.  Wales  Corps. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  aSTEPEAN.* 
iFeb.  Dear  Sir,  18,  Craven-sti'eet,  February  1st,  1791. 

As  the  transports  destined  for  Port  Jackson  will  soon  be 
going,  and  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  this  some 
time  past,  owing  to  your  business  and  the  number  of  people  you 
have  had  with  you  when  I  have  called  at  your  office,  induces  me 


*  A  piivate  letter. 
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to  take  this  method  of  mentioning  a  few  circumstances  respecting  1791 
Governor  Phillip  and  his  wants,  which  I  can  assure  you  are  l  Feb. 
absolutely  necessary. 

I  am  ignorant  whether  he  made  any  mention  in  his  despatches 
of  the  great  inconvenience  that  will  attend  the  vast  number  of 
convicts  wJio  say  the  term  of  their  transportation  is  expired.      It  Expirees, 
is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  those  who  can  get  a  passage  expect 

leave  to  quit  the  colony;  on  this  head  Governor  P *  desired 

1  would  speak  to  you  ;  he  does  not  know  for  what  term  of  years 
any  of  them  are  sentenced,  and  this  he  wishes  to  have  sent  him. 

When  I  left  Port  Jackson  there  were  no  seines  there.     This  is  Fishing 
an  article  that  was  much  wanted.     The  common  seines  which  are  ^^^  '^.'^^'^s. 
issued  to  the  Navy  are  not  durable,  as  they  are  in  genei'al  rotten 
before   they  arrive  in  that  country ;    the  tanned  seines  would 
answer  much  better,  and  if  they  cannot  be  procured  in  London 
they  can  be  easily  got  at  Plymouth,  where  the  Atlantic  will  very 
soon  be.     Fishing  lines  and  hooks  are  also  wanted ;  and  coals  Coais  and 
will  be  absolutely  necessary.      Candles  there  are  none.  '^'^'^   ^^' 

I  am  told  that  at  Deptford  yard  there  is  the  compleat  frame, 
&c.,  of  a  vessell  of  forty -tive  tons,  which  was  to  have  gone  in  the 
Discovery,  but  it  was  found  too  cumbersome  for  that  vessell  to  a  small 
take.     This  is  a  thing  that  would  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  the  wanted, 
colony,  and  what  is  much  wanted,  if  it  could  be  put  on  board  the 
transpoi-t  in  the  room  of  the  hospital. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  articles,  of  which  I  gave  you  a  list 
some  time  ago,  all  of  which  are  much  wanted. 

Should  anything  in  this  letter  strike  you  as  improper,  I  hope 
when  you  consider  the  constant  recollection  I  must  have  of  the 
situation  of  the  colony  when  I  left  it,  and  the  gratefull  friendship 
I  owe  Mr.  Pliillip,  will,  I  liave  no  doubt,  prevent  any  misconstruc- 
tion of  the  intent  of  this  letter,  as  I  can  assure  you  it  is  only  done 
to  remind  you  of  the  list  I  gave  you  some  time  ago,  as  it  may  have 
escaped  your  attention  from  the  multiplicity  of  your  business. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  Loi"d  C ,t  as  he  has  not  been  in  town 

since  the  last  week,  and  is  not  expected  till  the  beginning  of  the 
next.  I  am,  etc., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

If  you  have  finished  with  my  letter-book  J  I'll  thank  you  for  it. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Kinc. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  2nd  Feb'y,  179L 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y  your 
letter  of  this  day's  date,  enclosing  a  paper  containing  some  remarks 

*  Governor  Philli]>. 

t  Lord  Chatham,  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     He  succeeded  Lord  Howe  in  17s-!. 

I  This  book  contained,  no  doubt,  copies  of  the  letters  sent  to  Phillip  by  KinL,'  dnrinj,'  his 
tenn  of  office  as  Conunandant  of  Norfolk  Island.  The  letters  are  missinj,',  but  tlie  Icttcr- 
book  containin*'  copies  of  them  is  amonifst  the  papers  lent  to  the  Goverunient  b\'  the  Hon. 
P.  G.  King,  M.L.C. 

2  F 


2  Feb. 
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1791       made   by  jow  in  your  papsa-^p  to  Port  Jackson  in  Xew    Soutli 

2  Feb.       Wales,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  are  well  pleased 

with  your  having  sent  it.  I  am,  &c., 

'  P.  S. 


10  Feb. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  Lieutenant-Goveenor  King. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  10th  Feb'y,  1891. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  transmitting  a 
traced  copy  of  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  and  I  am  commanded 
Coast  chart.  }^j  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  they  have  sent  the  same 
to  Captain  Parker,  of  his  JNIajesty's  ship  the  Gorgon,  as  it  may 
be  useful  to  Hm  after  his  approaching  the  said  coast. 

I  am,  ike, 
P.  S. 


10  Feb. 


Andrew  Hume*  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Cascade  Bay,  ISTorfolk  Island,  10  February,  1791. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  with  my  progress  on  the  manufac- 
tory of  the  flax  plant  and  my  opinion  of  it.  I  have  had  two  pieces 
of  cloath  made,  specimen  of  which  Major  Ross  intends  to  send  pr. 
the  Supply  for  your  Excellency's  inspection,  together  with  a  speci- 
men of  the  flax  ;  and  I  have  the  strongest  hopes  of  making  great 
improvement,  specimen  of  which  I  hope  to  have  ready  to  send  to 
your  Excellency  by  the  next  ship ;  and  as  I  am  much  in  want  of 
proper  materials,  as  well  as  proper  people  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  the  manufactory,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleasd 
to  give  orders  for  me  to  be  provided  with  the  following  articles, 
which  are  much  wanted  : — Looms,  spinning-wheels,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, weavers'  bushes,  oil,  and  difterent  sets  of  stays,  from  flfteen 
to  twenty-four  score,  three  quarters  and  half  wide.  Spinning- 
wheels  and  looms  may  be  made  here.  Should  your  Excellency 
find  a  stay-maker  amongst  the  con\'icts,  he  is  a  person  much 
wanted  here.  I  have  sent  a  cask  of  flax  seed,  directed  to  your 
Excellency,  marked  A.H.,  which  has  been  dried  in  the  pod  ;  one 
piece  of  the  cloath  1  have  tried  to  bleach  ;  but,  as  time  will  not 
permit,  it  will  only  serve  for  your  Excellency  to  form  an  idea  of 
what  may  be  made  of  it.  Andw.  Hume. 

P.S. — The  piece  marked  with  brown,  the  first  made ;  the  blue, 
the  second.  Catgut  and  wire  wanted  to  compleat  the  spinning- 
wheels.  

Lieutenant-Governor  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Government  House,  Norfolk,  11  February,  1791. 

Your  Excellency  will  not  be  a  little  surprised  when  I  acquaint 

you  that,  notwithstanding  every  exertion  that  could  have  been 

possibly  made  here  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  crops  of  grain, 

Insect  pests,  the  pernicious  insects  with  which  this  island  has  been  infested  in 

*  One  of  the  superintendents  sent  out  by  the  Home  Government. 


Flax  manu- 
facture at 
Norfolk 
Island. 


Jfachinery 
wanted. 


Flax  seed 
sent  to 
Sydney. 


11  Feb. 
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the  montlis  of  October,  November,  Decennl)er,  and  January  liave        1791 
put  it  out  of  my  power  to  send  you  so  favourable  a  report  of   the      ii  Feb. 
harvest  as  I  could  wish,  or  as  might  have  been  expected  from  so 
grateful  a  soil. 

All  sorts  of  grain  and  all  vegetable  seeds  came  up  extremely 
well,  and  flourished  in  the  highest  luxuriancy  in  the  month  of 
September,  after  which  time  they  were  attacked  by  the  grub  and 
caterpillar.  The  latter  were  so  multitudinous  in  the  months  of  Grubs  and 
October,  November,  and  December  that  I  had  greatly  feared  there 
would  not  have  been  any  wheat,  barley,  or  a  cob  of  maize  escape 
being  devoured.  Altho'  the  people  were  daily  employed  in  picking 
them  from  off  the  maize,  yet,  however  incrediVjle  it  may  appear, 
we  could  not  perceive  any  visible  decrease,  for  they  still  appeared 
as  numerous  as  ever.  The  blight  also  has  been  very  destructive,  Blight. 
nor  has  the  fly  been  less  destructive  than  either  of  the  former,  all 
of  which  destroy  as  effectually  as  fire.  Of  the  crops  of  wheat 
there  has  been  better  than  two  acres  destroyed  by  the  blight  and 
twenty -one  acres  by  tlie  caterpillar;  barley,  two  acres  desti'oyed  by 
the  blight  and  caterpillar  ;  and  maize,  thirty-three  acres  entirely 
destroyed  by  the  grub  and  catei'pillar ;  callivances  [cara\ances]  ^^'""P''. 
French  beans,  and  all  other  vegetable  productions  having  been 
attacked  by  the  fly  and  caterpillar,  and  so  perforated  that  our  first 
crops  were  cliiefly  destroyed.  However,  as  the  fly  and  caterpillar 
have  ceased  visiting  us,  we  may  expect  that  this  crop  will  be  a  good 
one  ;  I  have  thirteen  acres  cropt  with  callivances  and  ten  acres 
with  potatoes,  which  will  be  all  out  of  the  ground  before  it  will  be 
wanted  for  the  reception  of  corn.  Potatoes  produce  well.  From 
ten  acres  which  I  had  ordered  to  be  planted  in  the  months  of  June  Potatoes  a 
and  July  I  have  had  in  the  months  of  November  and  December 
eighteen  hundred  bushels,  two  hundred  bushels  of  which,  being 
the  refuse,  were  given  to  the  stock  of  swine.  And  as  potatoes 
are  an  excellent  succedaneum  for  flour,  they  have  been  issued  to 
all  ranks  weekly  as  part  of  the  ration  of  flour,  by  which  means  a 
considerable  quantity  of  flour  has  been  saved  in  store,  an  account  of 
which  from  the  deputy-commissary  will  be  herewith  enclosed.  As 
I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  some  excellent  clay  here,  which 
answers  the  purpose  of  making  bricks,  I  have  therefore  employed  ^'?y  f°*" 
twelve  of  the  convicts  on  that  necessary  business,  most  of  whom 
were  employed  on  the  above  work  at  Port  Jackson.  The  settle- 
ment ff)r  some  months  past  has  been  so  much  distressed  for  the 
want  of  falling  axes,  steel,  iron,  and  grindstones,  that  the  public  Want  of 
Ii  works  have  been  greatly  retarded.  In  justice  to  the  detachment 
under  my  command,  1  have  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  take  into  consideration  their  real  distress.  With  respect 
to  necessaries,  not  one  of  them  have  a  shoe  to  their  feet,  nor  scarce 
a  shirt  to  their  backs  ;  their  situation  at  this  juncture  is  truly  Hanlships.. 
deplorable,  both  men  and  women  having  lost  aluiost  everytliing 
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1791       by  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius.      And  as  it  has  been  reported  to  the 
11  Feb.      troops  here  by  some  of  their  comrades  at  Port  Jackson  that  your 
Excellency  have  been  pleased  to  order  a  pair  of  shoes  and  a  blanket 
to   be   issued  to  each  of  them,  they  have  to   request  that  your 
Excellency  will  think  them  no  less  deserving  of  favour  ;  and  I  can 
assure  your  Excellency  that  no  troops,  perhaps,  ever  stood  so  mucli 
No  bedding,  in  need  Or  felt  the  want  of  covering;  there  is  not  abed  or  blanket 
among  them  that  is  fit  to  preserve  the  powers  which  sustain  life 
from  being  congealed  by  any  degree  of  cold  which  they  may  here- 
after be  obliged  to  encounter.     I  must  here  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Excellency  that,  had  there  been  a  sufficient  quantity  of  shoes 
sent  here  for  the  convicts  as  would  admit  the  issuing  of  a  pair 
per  man  to  the  troops,  I  would  certainly  have  taken  it  upon  myself 
to  do  it ;  and  if  shoes,  shirts,  and  other  necessaries  could  have 
been  purchased  for  them,  I  should  not  have  given  your  Excellency 
the  trouble  of  this  application,  for  I  should  have  ordered  them  to 
have  been  purchased  and  have  drawn  on  the  Admiralty  for  the 
amount.      I  have  therefore  to  request  that  by  the  return  of  the 
Supply  your  Excellency  will  please  to   direct  such  things  to  be 
supplied  the  troops  serving  here  as  can  be  spared  from  the  public 
stores  at  Sydney,  and  which,  from  their  present  deplorable  situation, 
I  hope  your  Excellency  will  think  renders  it  essentially  necessary 
to  be  done.     And  as  the  two  companies  here  under  my  command 
have  been  also  informed  that  since  the  return  of  the  Supply  from 
Batavia  the  other  two  companies  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Campbell,  together  wutli  the  new  troops  serving  in  New  South 
Wales,  have  been  served  spirits,  and  that  they  still  expect  to  have 
it  while  it  lasts,  they  conceive  that  the  small  proportion  sent  to 
Norfolk  can  by  no  means  be  adequate  to  their  share  for  such  a 
length  of  time  as  the  troops  at  Sydney  have  been  supplied,  not- 
withstanding there  has  not  been  a  drop  of  spirits  issued  at  Norfolk 
since  the  29th  of  last  May.     I  have  therefore  to  hope  that  your 
Excellency,  having  been  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
of  their  case,  will  please  to  order  an  equal  proportion  for  them, 
to  be  sent  at  such  time  as  may  appear  to  you  convenient ;  for, 
indeed,  their  distress  at  present  has  occasioned  more  discontent 
and  murmuring  among   them  than  ever  wei'e  observed  in  their 
greatest  apprehensions  of  famine.     They  say  they  know  not  how 
they  have  been  less  deserving  of  favour,  or  why  they  sliould  not 
share  in  every  necessary  of  life  with  their  comrades  at  Port  Jack- 
son, and  that  the  duties  they  have  had  to  perform  were  no  less 
severe  than  theirs,  which   is  all  very  true  and  just ;  and   wpon 
my  word  I  cannot  see  any  impropriety  in  their  claim  to  an  equal 
share  of  the  necessaries  of  life  with  their  comrades,  as  well  as  an 
Dearth  of      equal  share   of  service.     The   troops  are  also  in  great  want  of  j 
utensils.        cooking  utensils  ;  there  are  but  a  few  small  pots  among  them  all, 
which  had  been  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  which  are  by 
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no  means  sufficient  for  sucli  a  number,  as  there  is  not  a  pot  to       1791 
every  twelve  men,  which  must  make  it  very  inconvenient  for  them     ii    cb. 
to  wait  for  one  anotlier  in   the  use  of  the  pots.     It  is  nearly 
night  before  some  of  tliem  can  have  cooked  their  dinners. 

Therefore  I  liope  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  sending   such 
utensils  as  can  be  spared  from  the  stores  at  Sydney. 

Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  orders  with  respect  to  ha\'ing  a 
proper  number  of  spars  in  readiness  to  be  put  on  board  his 
Majesty's  ship  Gorgon  on  her  arrival  here,  I  have  to  acquaint  you  Spars  for  the 
that  Captn.  Hunter,  being  the  best  judge  of  what  spars  were  neces-  '°''°"" 
saiy  to  be  sent,  has  taken  care  to  give  his  carpenters  the  proper 
directions  on  that  head,  and  they  are  now  in  readiness  laying  on 
the  beach,  in  order  to  be  put  on  board  such  vessel  as  may  be  sent 
for  them  ;  and,  of  course,  he  will  give  such  information  as  you 
may  think  necessary  on  that  head. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  Moses  Tucker,  the  carpenters  of  the 
Sirius  built  us  a  very  good  coble,  under  the  inspection  of  Cap-  Boats. 
tain  Hunter  ;  since  then  Tucker  has  built  two  very  good  cobles, 
altho'^  one  of  them  is  not  yet  quite  finished ;  but  I  liope  it  will 
be  prior  to  his  embarkation  on  board  the  Supply,  according  to 
your  Excellency's  directions.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Excellency  that  since  his  arrival  here  Tucker's  behaviour 
has  been  such  as  to  merit  some  mitigation  in  the  punishment 
which  he  has  deserved  by  behaving  in  the  manner  that  he  had 
done,  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Hunter  on 
that  head. 

The  superintendant  which  your  Excellency  has  sent  here  as 
being  acquainted  with  the  management  of  the  flax  I  have  kept 
constantly  employed  on  that  manufacture,  with  such  a  number  of 
the  male  and  female  convicts  as  he  thought  necessary,  and  every 
other  assistance  which  could  possibly  be  procured  or  made  in  the  Manufacture 
settlement.  He  has  so  far  succeeded  as  to  have  wove  two  pieces  °f  fl'"^^- 
of  it  into  a  coarse  cloth,  which  shall  be  sent  your  Excellency  as 
samples  ;  and  as  I  do  not  understand  myself  anything  of  that 
manufacture,  I  shall  refer  you  to  his  opinion  on  that  head. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  understand  that  Mr.  Hume  has  taken 
the  lilierty  of  giving  a  piece  of  the  cloth  away,  which  probably  A  sample  of 
will  make  its  appearance  at  Port  Jackson  ;  but  had  I  known  his  ?J°ycn  away, 
intentions,  I  would  have  prevented  any  such  thing  to  have  been 
done,  as  I  did  not  wish  that  any  samples  should  have  been  com- 
mitted to  the  hands  of  any  person  until  it  had  been  sent  for  your 
Excellency's  inspection. 

I  have  collected  some  of  the  flax  seed,  which  is  in  excellent 
preservation,  and  have  put  it  up  in  an  eighteen-gallon  keg,  ad- 
dressed to  your  Excellency,  and  some  of  which  had  been  scat- Seeds  and 
tered  about  the  yard  here  pronu"scuously  lias  immediately  grown  [lax^rant^ 
up.     I  liave  some   time  ago  transplanted   several  of  the  roots, 
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1791  which  I  had  taken  from  the  seaside,  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
11  Feb.  country,  and  I  find  they  thrive  as  well  as  in  tlieir  natural  soil  and 
situation. 

I  have  likewise  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  since  my 
arrival  on  the  island  there  has  been  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres 
of  land  properly  cleared,  exclusive  of  what  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  convicts,  in  addition  to  what  I  had  found  clear  here  on  my 
arrival.  And  as  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  great 
destruction  which  happened  to  our  crops  of  grain  would  have 
been  prevented  could  it  have  been  sown  and  planted  at  a  much 
earlier  period,  I  have  therefore  taken  care  to  direct  that  the 
wheat  shall  be  sown  from  the  latter  end  of  April  to  the  beginning 
of  June,  and  maize  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  latter  end 
of  August. 

Agreeable  to  your  directions  I  have  ordered  that  twenty-five 
acres  of  land  shall  be  appropriated  for  wheat  and  the  rest  for 
maize.  I  shall  likewise,  if  I  am  here  at  the  proper  season,  fur- 
nish the  convicts,  both  male  and  female,  with  a  sufficiency  of 
maize  to  crop  their  grounds,  which  I  expect  at  that  time  will 
amount  to  one  acre  p'r  head  with  a  very  few  exceptions. 

The  grape  vines  which  came  from  Sydney  last  August  were 
immediately  planted,  and  which,  together  with  some  cuttings  that 
I  had  planted  just  before  then,  amounts  now  to  between  seven 
and  eight  hundred,  which  are  all  in  high  perfection,  and  two  or 
three  of  the  oldest  are  now  bearing. 

Since  my  ha>ing  ordered  the  bananas  to  be  thinned  by  trans- 
planting a  very  great  number  of  them,  many  are  now  fruited, 
and  1  have  great  satisfaction  in  declaring  that  some  of  the  fruit 
is  not  inferior  to  any  that  I  have  met  with  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world. 

Straberries  do  not  thrive  here,  but  sugar-cane  grows  in  the 
greatest  luxuriency,  and  likewise  the  castor-nut,  indigo,  and 
orange  and  lemon  trees,  altho'  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
latter  want  either  grafting  or  innoculation,  as  neither  of  them 
shew  any  blossoms. 

From  my  not  having  a  sufficient  authoi'ity  for  the  more  effectually 
putting  a  stop  to  the  most  shameful,  wicked,  and  abominable 
Plundering,  practice  of  marauding  and  plundering  among  the  most  abandoned 
of  the  convicts,  who,  whenever  they  had  thought  pi'oper,  left  the 
public  works  and  took  to  the  woods  in  order  to  make  a  descent 
by  night  upon  the  houses  and  gardens  of  private  individuals  as 
well  as  the  public  grounds,  whereby  many  of  them  have  supported 
themselves  for  several  months  independent  of  the  store,  and  living 
in  defiance  of  such  laws  as  with  wliich  we  have  been  invested  for 
their  restraint,  well  knowing  that  when  appre  hended  and  taken, 
let  their  offences  be  ever  so  capital,  that  confinement  with  corporal 
punishment  was  all  we  were  authorised  to  inflict. 
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There  are  now,  and  liave  been  for  some  months  past,  in  con-       1791 
tinement  for  capital  oft'ences  tive  convicts,  most  notorious  ofFen-     ii  Feb. 
ders,  every  one  of  wliom  is  as  great  a  villain  as  ever  graced  a  q^^^ 
gibbet,   exclusive  of  tlie  two  men  which  set  fire  to  the  Sirius.  offenders. 
Captain  Hunter  not  having  thought  proper  to  direct  a  prosecu- 
tion to  be  carried  on  against  tliem,  and  as  I  had  reported  them 
to  your  Excellency,  I  did  not  find  myself  at  liberty  to  release 
tliem  from  their  confinement  until  I  had  received  your  commands 
how  they  were  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the  very  crowded  state  in 
which  the  Supply  is  in  at  present  renders  it  necessary  still   to 
keep  them  here. 

Your  Excellency  I  hope  will  pardon  the  liberty  1  have  again 
taken  in  mentioning  how  much  we  owe  Arscot,  the  carpenter,  for  A  valuable 
the  preservation  of  our  lives,  as  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt 
but  for  his  great  and  unparalled  exertions  the  Sirius  with  all  her 
provisions  would  have  been  burned  ;  but  of  this  Captain  Hunter 
will  give  you  further  information. 

The  martial  law  which  was  proclaimed  on  the  Sirius  being 
wrecked  continued  in  force  only  until  the  begining  of  last  August, 
when  we  received  the  supply  of  provisions  from  Sydney,  during 
which  time  there  was  only  one  general  court-martial  took  place  Court- 
for  the  trial  of  the  convicts,  whose  sentences  wei^e  only  corporal  '"^' 
punishment  ;  and  which  court-martial,  together  with  such  other 
circumstances  as  have  occurred  on  that  occasion,  I  hope  to  have 
the  honour  of  soon  laying  befoi'e  your  Excellency,  as  you  have 
been  pleased  to  inform  me  that  I  may  soon  expect  a  relief  to 
arrive  here. 

The  situation  of  this  settlement  at  present  is  such  that  unless 
sojne  criminal  court  or  martial  law  is  established,  it  will  scarcely  Criminal 

court 

be  j)ossil)le  to  prevent  constant  robberies,  as  well  as  all  other  required. 
capital  offences  ;  and  I  should  hope  your  Excellency  will  see  it  in 
the  .same  point  of  view  as  in  which  it  appears  to  me  ;  and  should 
you  think  tit  to  order  the  law  martial  to  be  proclaimed  here,  that 
you  will  please  at  the  same  time  to  order  a  sufficient  number  of 
military  officers,  together  with  those  already  here,  whicli  you  may 
judge  adequate  for  the  composing  a  tribunal,  with  full  powers  to 
try  and  determine  all  .such  offences  as  may  be  brought  before  them. 

Could  I  have  found  any  fresh  water  on  Phillip  Island,  which  I  Pbiliip 
examined  foi-  that  purpose,  I  should  have  been  able  tr)  have 
kept  those  \illains  in  good  order,  by  s<^nding  the  most  notorious 
of  them  (for  any  fresh  offences  which  they  may  be  guilty  of) 
to  that  island.  And  as  T  have  been  disappointed  in  that  hope,  I 
expect  I  shall  find  myself  necessitated  to  send  those  notorious 
offenders,  as  well  as  all  such  othei-s  who  may  hereafter  deserve  it,  Bani.shment 
to  Nepean  Lsland*,  first  taking  care  to  send  as  much  water  as  will  isiand!*^^" 

*  An  is!et,  near  Sydney  Bay,  lying'  between  the  south  i)ai-t  of  Norfolk  Island  and  I'liilliji 
Island. 
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last  them  two  montlis,  and  once  a  week,  when  the  weather  will 
admit,  taking  care  to  keep  up  the  stock. 

I  did  hope  that  the  mode  I  had  taken  with  the  people  in  con- 
finement would  have  given  a  much  greater  check  to  villainy  than 
I  am  afraid  it  has  done,  which  is  that  of  having  ordered  the  com- 
missary not  to  issue  them  more  provisions  of  any  species  than 
what  the  surgeon  thought  absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  life, 
and  by  which  you  will  see  what  has  been  saved  in  store. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  supplies  which  were  sent  us  last  August, 
Thomas  Stretch,  a  convict  who  prefered  an  idle  and  abandoned 
life  in  the  woods  to  moderate  labour  and  a  full  ration,  did 
soon  after  that  time  abscond  into  the  woods  ;  and  as  he  has  not 
been  seen  nor  heard  of  for  these  four  months  past,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  his  being  dead  ;  and  about  a  fortnight  ago,  John 
Robins,  convict,  was  drowned,  having  been  washed  off  the  rocks 
near  Ball's  Bay,  where  he  had  been  fishing  ;  and  since  my  arrival 
here  the  following  is  a  state  of  the  births  and  deaths,  viz. : — 
Births,  fifteen ;  deaths,  twelve.  Of  the  latter,  killed  by  the  fall 
of  a  tree,  one ;  drowned,  eight ;  died  a  natural  death,  three. 

You  will  likewise  herewith  receive  the  deputy-commissary's 
return  of  the  expenditure  of  stores  and  provisions,  together  with 
an  account  of  what  he  and  myself  think  is  necessary  to  be  sent 
and  most  wanted  on  this  island,  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's 
order,  by  the  Supply."^ 

I  have  likewise  to  inform  your  Excellency  tliat  Ricliard  Pliil- 
amore,  convict,  having  prior  to  my  arrival  here  entered  into 
terms  with  Mr.  King,  by  which  he  had  agreed  to  become  inde- 
pendent of  the  store  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  such 
agreement,  which  period  having  been  elaps'd  three  weeks  ago, 
and  he  having  reported  to  me  the  same,  I  have  agreed  to  his 
working  for  himself  untill  your  Excellency  shall  please  to  give 
directions  whether  he  may  be  permitted  to  settle  on  such  terms 
as  Government  has  held  out.  He  has  not  only  undertaken  to 
maintain  himself  now  independent  of  the  state  for  provisions,  but 
he  has  also  undertaken  to  maintain  a  man  and  woman  whicli  I 
have  given  him  to  assist  in  clearing  more  land  for  him  on  the 
above  terms ;  but  as  he  is  not  yet  in  possession  of  a  sufficient 
stock  of  swine  to  provide  him  and  the  two  people  with  animal 
food,  I  have  directed  the  deputy-commissary  to  assist  him  with  half 
a.  ration  of  salt  provisions  for  himself  and  two  people  until  he  has 
a  greater  increase  of  swine,  and  for  whicli  the  Commissary  is  to 
stop  out  of  his  corn  wliich  is  now  in  the  public  granary  as  much 
as  may  be  judged  equivalent  to  the  value  of  the  provision  whicli 
he  draws.  And  1  am  of  opinion  tliat  the  man  will  do  very  well, 
as  he  is  a  very  deserving  painstaking  person.  I  wish  I  could  say 
as  much  for  Mr.  Smith,  for,  notwitlistanding  every  encourage- 
ment that  has  been  given  liim  by  Mr.  King,  as  well  as  by  me 


*  Not  recorded. 
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since  Mr.  King's  depax'ture,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  he  never       1791 
will  do  any  good  for  himself  or  anybody  else.     However,  I  have     ii  Feb. 
still  left  liim  upon  the  same  ground  on  which  T  found  liim. 

I  shall  likewise  herewith  enclose  for  your  Excellency's  informa- 
tion the  sui'geon's  report  of  the  sick  and  hurt  on  this  island  from 
my  arrival  until  this  date,  as  well  as  his  opinion  respecting  tlie  Public 
state  of  the  people's  healtli*.     And  altlio'  I  do  not  expect  that  health. 
there  will  be  many  objects  here  who  may  require  an  hospital,  yet  Hospital. 
I  have  ordered  one  to  be  built  and  which  is  now  in  very  great 
forwardness,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  by 
the  return  of  the  Supply. 

The  Supply  will  not  have  room  at  this  time  for  more  than  fifty 
boards.  She  will  likewise  have  a  few  oars  out  of  twelve  dozeii 
wliich  I  had  ordered  to  be  made  on  purpose  to  be  sent  to  your 
Excellency,  together  with  a  thousand  axe-helves  which  are  of  a 
superior  quality  to  any  wood  you  can  have  for  that  purpose  at  llsefulwood. 
Port  Jackson,  which  will  he  delivered  by  Mr.  Blackl^ourn  on  his 
arrival  at  Sydney.  And  the  things  that  he  has  not  now  had  an 
opportunity  of  taking  together  with  as  much  plank  as  two  pairs 
of  sawyers  can  cut  by  the  time  she  retui-ns  from  here  again  shall 
be  sent  with  the  remainder  of  the  oars. 

I  feel  myself  very  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  having 
been  pleased  to  communicate  the  information  you  received  respect-  War  with 
ing  a  war  with  Spain,  and  am  very  much  of  your  opinion  respecting   ^^'°' 
it. 

I  understand  that  the  natives  about  you  have  lately  been  very  Phillip  and 
trouljlesome,    particularly  in    a   most    savage  attack   upon   your 
Excellency,  who,  I  understand,  has  been  dangerously  wounded  l)y 
themf ;  and  am  happy  that  tlie  same  information  gives  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  congratulating  you  upon  your  recovery  fi'om  the  wound. 

And  should  your  Excellency  think  fit  to  adojit  that  (or  some 
other)  plan  which  1  herewith  enclose,  J  for  the  convicts  maintaining 
themselves  at  a  certain  period  indejiendent  of  the  store,  that  if  Seif- 
it  can  be  spared  from  Sydney  this  island  should  be  compleated  of  convicts. 
to,  at  least,  one  year's  beef  and  poi'k  ;  but  should  you  think  fit 
to  annul  the  plan  altogether,  I  think  we  can  manage  very  well 
with  what  we  have  ;  and  by  curtailing  the  present  ration  to  two- 
thirds,  tliat  we  shall  by  no  means  feel  any  distress.      But  at  tlie 
same  time  I  must  observe  that  the  present  plan  is  so  very  much 
approved  by  almost  all  the  convicts  here,  and  lias  created  such  a  industry 
spirit  of  industry  and  emulation  among  them  as  was  scarcely  emulation, 
possible  to  expect. 

I  have  settled  the  superintendant  of  the  flax-dressers,  together  piax- 
with  all  the  people  wliich  lie  liad  fixed  upon,  at  Cascade,  as  the  ^''^ssing. 

*  Not  recorded. 

t  Phillip  was  speared  by  a  native,  at  Manly,  on  the  7th  September,  1790.    Collins,  Vol.  I., 
p.  134.    The  occurrence  is  not  mentioned  in  the  despatches. 
t  Post,  pp.  445-448. 
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11  Feb. 


Charlotte- 
field. 


Unacknow- 

ledjjed 

despatches. 


fittest  place  in  his  opinion  on  this  island  for  the  business  on 
which  he  is  employed.  There  is  a  small  town  growing  up  thei-e, 
and  at  this  time  about  seven  or  eight  acres  of  clear  ground. 

At  Charlottefield  there  is  a  very  pretty  little  town  building, 
but  as  that,  nor  the  town  at  Cascade,  is  not  named  by  me,  I  shall 
wait  your  Excellency's  commands  and  directions  on  that  head. 

Your  Excellency,  I  hope,  will  excuse  me  when  I  inform  you 
how  much  I  feel  myself  at  a  loss  with  respect  to  my  public  letters 
to  you  sent  by  Mr.   King,  for  you  have  not  yet  done   me  the 


honour  of  giving 


me  the  least  intimation  of  their  having  been 


Cultivation 
at  Norfolk 
Island. 


received,  nor  can  I  suppose  it  scarce  possible  that  Mr.  King  could 
withhold  them,  or  else  copies  of  them  should  accompany  this.* 

R.  Ross. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Government  House,  Norfolk,  11  February,  1791. 

I  have  not  lost  any  time  in  getting  the  officers  and  people  who 

accompanied  me  quartered  in  the  best  manner  I  possibly  could  ; 

altho'  very  much  crowded  by  having  the  officers  and  company  of 

his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  to  provide  for. 

When  the  convicts  had  done  attending  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius, 
I  immediately  employed  them  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  land 
in  such  manner  as  appeared  to  me  the  best  calculated,  in  the  first 
place,  to  prevent  our  being  starved  for  want  of  sustenance,  and  in 
the  next  to  answer  the  purpose  of  soon  rendering  this  island 
independent  as  far  as  respects  the  articles  of  provisions  ;  but  I 
could  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  flax,  because  there  was  not 
any  person  on  the  island  who  knew  anything  of  it,  until  the  middle 
of  August,  when  a  Mr.  Hume,  one  of  the  superintendants  sent 
out  by  the  Government,  arrived  here,  and  as  your  Excellency 
pointed  him  out  as  a  person  acquainted  with  the  management  of 

Fiaxmanu-  the  flax,  he  was  immediately  employed  thereon  with  such  a 
number  of  the  people  under  him  as  he  chose,  and  provided  with 
everything  he  wanted,  and  that  could  possibly  be  procured  or 
made  in  the  settlement,  in  order  to  get  some  of  it  manufactured, 
to  send  to  England. 

The  live  stock,  stores,  and  cloathing  at  my  arrival  here  were  so 
very  little,  that  from  absolute  necessity  I  was  obliged  to  obsen'e 

Economy  of  the  most  rigid  economy  in  the  distribution  of  them. 

Whenever  1  have  found  that  any  part  of  what  has  been 
acquired  by  the  labour  of  the  convicts  could  be  taken  into  store 
on  account  of  the  Crown,  I  have  in  that  case  ordered  it  to  be  done. 
And  I  shall  be  particularly  careful  that  the  storekeeper,  or  deputy- 
commissary,  do  transmit  to  the  Commissary  at  New  South  Wales 
an  account  from  time  to  time  of  the  issues  of  provisions  and 
expence  of  stores  at  this  settlement,  together  with  an  account  of 
such  provision  and  stores  as  he  may  receive,  and  from  whence,  &c. 


stores. 


Accounts. 


*  riiilliii  received  the  despatches,  5th  April,  1 790. 
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AVith  respect  to  the  employiug  as  many  convicts  as  possible  in        I'^l 
cultivating  and  dressing  the  flax-plant,  is  answered  in  tlie  second     ii  Feb. 
paragraph.     And  with  respect  to  the  expectations  from  so  fei'tile  pjanl^ 
a  soil,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  a  plan  which  lenderinjr 
I  have  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution  for  the  purpose  of  indepen-^ 
rendering  the  island  independent,  as  far  as  respects  the  necessaries  dent. 
of  life,  and  of  which  the  papers  herewith  enclosed,  Nos.  1  and  2, 
are  copies.* 

Froui  my  arrival  to  the  time  the  first  ships  arrived  we  had 
scai'cely  anything  to  give  the  stock,  and  therefore  were  obliged 
to  kill  many  of  them  for  want  of  food  to  give  them  ;  what  were 
left  I  hoped  would  have  done  well  ;  but  in  this  I  have  been  very 
much  disappointed,  for  since  the  middle  of  December  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  swine  as  well  belonging  to  the  public  as  to 
the  officers  and  inliabitants  in  general  died  ;  however,  I  shall  hope  Loss  of 
to  be  able  to  leave  some  swine  of  my  own,  in  addition  to  what  ^^^°^- 
belongs  to  Government,  and,  as  poultry  thrive  well,  I  shall  leave 
some  geese,  turkies,  ducks,  and  fowls,  as  a  beginning  for  a  stock 
for  Government. 

A  supply  of  provisions  we  have  had,  but  cloathing  not  a  rag.  Clothing 
notwithstanding  a  great  part  of  the  slops  sent  in  the  Sirius  for  ^*"*®'^- 
the  use  of  the  convicts  were  never  put  into  store,  particularly  the 
linsey  wolsey  jackets  and  blue  breeches  which  were  all  put  into 
the  seamen's  store  upon  a  supposition  that  they  were  navy  board 
slops  for  the  use  of  the  ship. 

In  consequence   of  the  very  distressed  situation  in  which  we 
Avere  left  for  such  a  length  of  time,  I  found  it  necessary  to  make 

1/  Reduced 

a  considerable  deduction  from  the  customary  ration,  even  so  much  ration. 
as  to  stop  the  salt  provisions  entirely. 

There  having  been  no  clergyman  on  the  island,  I  had  it  not  in 
my  power  to  take  any  steps  for  the  celebration  of  public  worship, 
but  a  due  obedience  to  good  order  among  the  con\acts  has  been  Good  order, 
kept,  even  to  a  degree  that  could  scar-ce  be  expected  among  a  set  of 
the  most  abandoned  people  in  the  universe  who  were  not  subject, 
let  their  crimes  be  what  they  may,  to  any  law  or  punishment 
whatever,  except  such  as  any  justice  of  the  peace  may  inflict. 

The  names  of  such  oflicers,  soldiei's,  and  others,  who  may  be 
desirous  of  becoming  settlers,  &c.,  shall  be  forwarded  by  every  Settlers. 
ship  or  vessel  going  to  Port  Jackson,  as  well  as  the  names  and 
particulars  respecting  such  convicts  as  I  shall  think  deserving  of 
favour.  If  any  settlers  are  established  on  the  island  during  my 
command,  they  shall,  as  far  as  the  situation  of  the  li\e  stock, 
stores,  provisions,  ifec,  in  the  settlement  will  admit,  be  supplied 
tlierewitli,  and  with  everything  ordered. 

I  shall   be  pai-ticularly  careful  that  no  craft  of  any  sort  shall 
ever  be  built  here  which  may  enable  the  inhabitants  of  this  island 

*  Post,  p.  415-448. 
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Salvage 
from  the 
Sinus. 


valley. 


1791       to  effect  an  intercourse  with  any  of  the  settlements  of  the  East 

11  Feb.     India  Company,  the  coasts  of  China,  or  any  island  to  which  an. 

No  boats  to   intercourse  has  been  established  by  any  European  nation;  and 

be  built        should  any  ships  or  vessels  arrive  at  this  settlement  from  any  of 

special'         the  places  before  mentioned,  I  shall  prevent  any  communication 

permission,    j^eing  carried  on  between  them  and  the  inhabitants  residing  here 

without  first  receiving  your  permission  for  that  purpose  ;  nor  will 

1  permit  the  building  of  any  deck'd  vessel,  or  boat,  or  any  boat 

whatever  whose  length  of  keel  exceed  the  dimensions  given  in  my 

instructions. 

And  as  the  oflicers  and  company  of  his  Majesty's  late  ship  Sirius 
are  employed  in  getting  the  iron  ordnance,  as  well  as  everything 
else  that  can  possibly  be  got  from  the  wreck  which  may  be  of  use, 
and  which  business  a  few  weeks'  tine  weather  may  effect,  after 
which  time  the  wreck  will  be  rendered  unserviceable  for  any 
purpose  whatever. 

It  having  been  made  known  to  me  that  a  year  before  my  arrival 
on  this  island  some  people  who  had  lost  their  way  in  coming  from 
viiw  ^^'*"^  Anson  Bay  to  this  place  had  fell  in  with  an  extensive  valley  with- 
out any  timber  upon  it,  and  as  I  found  that  there  never  had  been 
any  person  sent  to  examine  if  it  was  tit  for  cultivation,  on  the 
first  of  June  I  sent  some  people  in  seai^ch  of  it,  who  made  such 
a  favourable  report  that  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month  I  went 
myself,  accompanied  by  some  officers,  to  ■\dew  and  examine  it ;  and 
from  its  appearance  T  judged  that  it  could  be  cleai^ed  with  much 
less  trouble  than  any  place  I  had  seen  here,  and  therefore  deter- 
mined to  clear,  cultivate,  and  make  a  settlement  wpon  it. 

And  as  our  then  situation  required  every  exertion  to  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  clearing  land  for  the  reception  of  corn,  and  it 
appearing  to  me  to  be  by  far  the  most  beautiful  as  well  as  the 
most  grateful  soil  I  had  seen  on  the  island,  [  have  done  the  place 
the  honour  of  naming  it  after  her  Majesty,*  Chai-lottefield,  and  I 
aj^pointed  Captain  Lieutenant  Johnston,  with  his  company — 
together  with  a  few  emaciated  convicts,  which  were  all  we  could 
then  spare  from  the  Work  carrying  on  here — to  take  post  there, 
and  not  only  keep  the  convicts  at  work,  but  the  marines  should 
likewise  be  employed  on  this  very  necessary  work  of  clearing  land, 
and  for  which  I  have  promised  them  payment  in  the  like  manner 
that  all  others  of  his  Majesty's  troops  are  j)aid  when  employed  on 
public  works. 

The  above  I  hope  will  be  looked  upon  by  your  Excellency  as 
having  on  my  part  complied  with  your  instructions  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  shall  have  great  satisfaction  in  continuing  to 
do  the  same,  and  complying  with  all  other  orders  and  commands 
with  which  you  may  please  to  honour  me. 

E.  Ross. 


New- 
settlement 


Charlotte- 
field. 


*  Queen  Charlotte,  consort  of  George  III. 
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[Enclosure  No.  ].]  1791 

Norfolk  Island — General  Order.*  sjaii. 

By  liis  Honour,  Robert  Ross,  Esquii'e,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  his 
Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  dependen- 
cies, commandant  of  a  corps  of  marines  serving  in  the  said 
territory,  and  commander  at  the  Island  Norfolk. 
AYhereas  it  is  necessary  and  titting  that  every  endeavour  sliuuld  Major  Ross's 
be  used  to  render  the  settlement  on  this  island  independent  as  far  ^  ^"" 
as  possible  with  respect  to  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  as  during  the 
course  of  the  last  winter  and  spring  it  was  strongly  recommended 
to  the  convicts  to  clear  and  cultivate  some  ground  for  gardens  for 
themselves,  and  an  assurance  made  them  of  being  suj^plied  with 
Indian  corn,  potatoes,  caravanseras  [caravances],  and  all  other 
vegetable  seeds  for  their  gardens.  And  as  many  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious among  them  have  availed  themselves  of  his  offer,  and  are 
now  in  possession  of  very  comfortable  lots  of  clear  ground,  which 
supplies  th<?m  very  comfortably  Avith  many  vegetables,  which  are  a 
must  excellent  succedanium  for  flovir.  And  being  of  opinion  that 
if  one  day  in  each  week  is  allowed  them  in  addition  to  the  time  they 
now  ha^e,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  and  cultivating  land  that 
most  of  the  convicts  on  this  island  may,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year,  be  able  to  supply  themselves  with  all  necessaries  (cloathing 
and  animal  food  excepted).  And  whenever  they  can  be  supplied 
with  at  the  rate  of  one  sow  with  pig  for  every  three  convicts,  that 
they  will  in  one  year  from  the  time  such  sow  shall  farrow  stop 
from  drawing  any  article  of  provision  from  the  King's  store. 

Ana  whereas,  I  judge  it  fitting  and  expedient  for  the  benefit  of  Rules  and 
his  Majesty's  service,  to  order  that  the  following  rules  and  regu-  regulations. 
lations  take  place  until  such  time  as  his  Excellency  the  Governor- 
in-Chief  shall  signify  his  pleasure  thereupon. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  that  every  convict  who,  from  a  dis- 
positioa  to  industry,  may  be  permitted  to  clear  and  cultivate  a 
certain  proportion  of  land  for  their  own  maintenance,  will  observe 
the  following  orders  and  regulations  on  that  head. 

Tliat  every  con\ict  so  permitted,  shall  from  the  date  hei-eof  be 
allowed  to  work  every  Friday  and  Saturday  to  themselves  in  order  Free  work. 
to  clear  and  cultivate  as  much  land  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
above  purposes,  not  exceeding  one  acre  per  head. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  first  three  months  after  this  date,  the  of'^flour'^'^ 
ration  of  flour  shall  be  reduced  to  six  pounds,  being  the  three-  ration. 
fourths  of  the  pi'esent  allowance. 

At  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  same  date,  the  ration 
of  flour  shall  be  reduced  to  four  pounds,  being  one-half  of  the 
present  allowance. 

And  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1792,  the  ration  of  flour,  or  any  Allowance 
part  thereof,  shall  not   after  that  period,   be  issued  out  of   the   °  '^*^'*^®" 
stores  to  any  such  convict  or  convicts. 

'  See  despatch,  ante,  p.  441. 
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8  Jan. 

Swine  to 
take  the 
place  of  salt- 
provisions. 


Reward  for 
industry. 


Provision 
for  the  in- 
capable. 


Claims  of 
the  public 
service 
paramount. 


Pine-trees 
protected. 


The  flax- 
plaiit. 


Firewood. 


Expirees 


Whenever  the  increase  of  swine  will  admit  the  gi\'ing,  at  the  rate 
of  one  sow  to  every  three  convicts  (which  sow,  when  given,  will  be 
con.sidered  to  be  with  pig)  in  twelve  months  after  she  farrows,  the 
said  three  convicts  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  more  animal  food, 
or  any  other  article  of  pi'ovisions  from  the  public  stores. 

And  as  a  further  encouragement  to  such  convicts  as  wish  to 
become  independent  for  the  necessaries  of  life  (clothing  excepted), 
an  additional  day  in  each  week  shall  be  allowed  to  such  of  them 
as  shall  for  the  space  of  one  year  continue  to  supply  the  market 
with  the  greatest  quantity  of  fresh  pork,  not  exceeding  sixpence 
per  pound  ;  or  the  greatest  quantity  of  grown  fowls,  not  exceeding 
one  shilling  each  ;  or  half  grown  fowls  sixpence  each  ;  and  small 
chickens  in  proportion.  This  bounty  is  to  continue  for  one  year, 
or  longer  as  circumstances  may  requif'e  ;  and  the  like  indulgence 
will  be  given  to  such  convict  who  shall  furnish  the  commissary 
with  tlie  greatest  quantity  of  Indian  corn  within  the  said  term. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  of  the  convicts  here  who  are  not 
able  to  maintain  themselves,  and  that  there  may  be  hereafter 
many  more  in  the  same  situation,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  to  pre- 
vent them  being  a  charge  to  the  Crown,  that  each  convict 
possessing  land  on  this  island  shall  deliver  into  the  public  stores, 
at  the  rate  of  one  bushel  of  Indian  corn  per  annum,  for  every 
acre  of  land  that  they  have  in  cultivation,  which  corn  shall  be 
deemed  a  fund  for  the  above  purpose. 

Such  convicts  as  allowed  on  the  above  terms  to  maintain  them- 
selves are  at  all  times  to  consider  themselves  as  servants  of  the 
public,  and  to  be  obedient  to  all  such  orders  and  regulations  as 
any  of  the  other  convicts  are  ;  and  if  at  any  time  itmay  be  judged 
necessary  to  employ  them  for  the  public  service  on  any  of  the 
days  which  are  allowed  to  themselves,  they  must  immediately 
attend ;  and  when  they  have  performed  the  work  ordered  they 
shall  have  the  same  number  of  days  allowed  in  lieu. 

It  is  ordered  that  the  pine-trees  shall  on  no  account  whatever 
be  cut  down,  barked,  or  in  any  manner  damaged  or  destroyed, 
but  by  order  of  the  commandant  of  the  island. 

Whenever  any  thatch  is  wanted  the  sedges  are  to  be  used  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  the  flax-plant  is  not  in  future  to  be  cut  for 
any  purpose  but  that  of  the  cloth  manufacture,  except  by  per- 
mission first  obtained  from  the  commandant. 

And  as  it  is  imagined  firewood  will  in  a  short  time  be  very 
scarce  about  the  town,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  in  future 
whenever  any  trees  are  felled,  instead  of  the  heavy  timber  being 
burnt  on  the  ground,  it  shall  be  cut  into  convenient  lengths 
and  stacked  for  firewood. 

Such  of  the  convicts,  whose  term  of  transportation  may  be 
expired,  and  who  have  been  permitted  to  live  on  the  above  farms, 
are  during  the  time  they  stay  on  the  island  to  consider  them- 
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selves  as  servants  to  the  public,  except  in  such  cases  where  they  ^791 
may  l)e  allowed  to  become  settlers,  wliich  serA'ice  is  to  be  decerned  8  Jan. 
equivalent  to  the  land  they  hold. 

It  is  expected  that  the  conA-icts  who  are  indulged  with  the 
privilege  of  maintaining  themselves  shall  be  classed  together,  and 
not  less  than  three  in  a  family,  women  and  children  included. 
And  for  the  further  encouragement  of  such  male  convicts  as  are  pamiiy 
desirous  to  maintain  the  females,  such  females  shall  not  be  called  arraiv'e- 
upon  by  the  public  to  do  any  work,  except  in  hoeing  the  corn 
upon  an  appearance  of  rain,  or  picking  the  caterpillei-s  or  grub 
from  the  corn,  or  any  other  work  of  evident  necessity. 

All  the  foregoing  rules  and  regulations  are  submitted  to  his 
Excellency  the    Captain-General    and    Governor-in-Chief    of   the 
territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  for  his  con- 
.sideration,  to  be  approved  of,  annul,  alter,  explain,  or  amend,  as  Regulations 
lie   shall  judge   meet,  and    therefore    only  to   continue   in  force  subject  to 
until  such  time  as  he  shall  signify  his  oi'ders  or  pleasure  there-  Governor's 
upon,  of  which  all  persons  concerned  are  hereby  to  take  notice.      approval. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Head- quarters,  Norfolk 
Island,  this  eighth  day  of  January,  1791. 

R.  Ross. 
[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
Norfolk  Island^Gexeral  Order.*  9  Feb. 

His  Honour  the  Lieut. -Governor,  judging  it  expedient  and  neces- 
sary that  the  convicts  on  this  island  should  as  soon  as  possible  be 
rendered  independent  of  tlie  publick  store  for  animal  food,  the 
following  articles  are  therefore  to  take  place  until  his  Excellency 
the  Governor-in-Chief  shall  please  to  confirm,  alter,  or  annul  the 
same,  to  wit : — 

First. — That  the   stock  the  property  of  Government   will  be  issue  of 
issued  to  the  con\dcts  after  the  rate  of  one  grown  sow  for  every  i(ve"ocif"* 
three  convicts,  or  one  small  sow  pig  to  each  convict,  as  far  as  it  in  lieu  of  salt 
will  admit.  provisions. 

Secondly. — That  every  three  convicts  receiving  a  grown  sow 
shall,  in  twelve  months  from  the  time  she  fari'ows,  or  in  sixteen 
months  from  the  time  of  delivery,  cease  drawing  any  animal  food 
from  the  store. 

Tliirdly. — Any  contact  furnishing  himself  and  two  others  with 
a  gi'own  sow  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  ceasing  to  draw  any  more 
provision  fx'om  the  store,  receive  from  the  commandant  of  this 
island  after  the  rate  of  £4  sterling  for  the  same,  the  produce  of  £4  per  sow. 
which  sow  to  be  the  property  of  the  three  convicts  specified,  for 
their  support,  and  the  sow  is  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of 
Goverment  on  the  possessors  thereof  quitting  the  island. 

Fourthly. — Government  not  having  stock  sufficient  to  supply 
the  whole  of  the  convicts,  such  convicts  as  cannot  be  so  supplied 
shall  be  obliged  to  provide  themselves  with  a  sow  pig  not  younger 

*  See  despatch,  p.  441. 


448  HISTORICAL    llECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 

1791  than  two  months  okl,  which  shall  be  paid  for  by  moderate  deduc- 
9  Feb.  tions  from  their  weekly  ration,  and  which  at  the  expiration  of 
sixteen  months  from  the  time  he  receives  the  said  pig  into  his 
possession  he  shall  be  deemed  to  be  independent  of  the  public 
stores,  and  shall  then  receive  from  Government  a  gratuity  of  £1 
6s.  8d.,  being  the  third  part  of  what  they  pay  to  each  convicts 
who  furnish  themselves  with  a  grown  sow. 

Fifthly. — Any  three  convicts  entrusted  with  a  sow  from  Govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  raising  stock  for  their  own  benefit,  if  on 
Penalty  for    inspection  it  appears  they  have  been  negligent  in  the  care  of  the 
iieghgencc.    ^^^^^  ^^i  ^^^^  every  such  convicts  shall  be  subject  to  such  pains  and 
penalties  as  might  be  inflicted  on  such  persons  as  are  guilty  of  kill- 
ing, robbing,  or  destroying  any  of  tlie  public  or  private  live  stock. 
Sixthly. — The  owners  of  every  sow  farrowing  from  the  date 
hereof  shall  be  obliged  to  part  with  every  sow  pig  in  such  litter 
Distribution  above  two  until  such  time  as   every  male  and   female  convict 
of  swine.       clearing  land  on  this  island  shall  be  supplied  with  stock,  of  which 
future  notice  will  be  given. 

Seventhly. — In  case  any  sow  deliver'd  by  Government  to  any 

of  the  convicts  shall  meet  with  any  disorder  that  may  occasion  its 

death,  Govei'nment  shall,  if  on  investigation  it  proves  to  have 

been  an  accidental  cause,  make  good  the  same,  provided  such 

Accidental     accident  shall  happen  within  sixteen  months  from  the  time  of 

hemldQ        delivery  ;  and  the  said  stock  shall  in  no  manner  be  made  away 

good.  with  without  proper  notice  given  to  each  person  who  may  be 

appointed  to  inspect  the  same ;  and  every  person  is  to  report  his 

increase  or  decrease  of  stock  weekly  to  the  depty.  commissary. 

Lastly. — Shoxild  this  agreement  not  be  confirmed  by  his  Excel- 

Provision  if   lency  the  Governor-in-Chief,  and  any  person  in  future  authorised 

not'^cM-"^     in  consequence  thereof  to  call  in  the  sows  the  property  of  Govern- 

finned.         ment,   the  pi'oduce   of  the  same   sows  are  to  be   considered  as 

belonging  to  the  convicts  who  may  have  been  entrusted  with  the 

care  of  them,  except  one  sow  pig  from  each  sow,  which  is  to  be 

returned  with  the  old  one. 

Norfolk  Island,  9th  Feby.,  1791.  H.  Ross. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Ross  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Government  House,  Norfolk, 
Sir,  11th  February,  1791. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  for  your  Excellency's  informa- 
tion a  general  return  of  that  part  of  the  detachment  which  is 
serving  with  me  on  this  island  ;  together  with  the  names  of  such 
non-commissioned  oflficers  or  private  men  of  the  detachment  of 
marines  as  wish  to  remain  in  this  country,  either  as  soldiers  or 
settlers,  at  Port  Jackson  or  Norfolk  Island*. 
Illness  of  I '''™  sorry  to  acquaint  you  that  for  some  past  Lieut.  Johnstone's 

Lieut.  state  of  health  has  been  such  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  per- 

Johnstone. 

*  Post,  p.  450. 
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forming  his  duty.   I  have,  therefore,  in  consequence  of  the  surgeon's       1791 
jidvice,  signified   to  me  by  letter,  permitted  him  to  proceed  to      ii  Feb. 
Sydney  in  tlie  Supply,  and  directed  him  to  put  himself  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Campbell,  or  the  officer  then  commanding  the 
marines,  on  his  arri\al  in  that  settlement. 

I  hope  he  may  have  his  health  re-established  in  time  to  return 
with  the  Supply,  or  that  your  Excellency  will  direct  some  other 
officer  to  join  me,  in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  carry  on  the  jihJ*stone. 
jiecessary  duties. 

What  makes  this  so  necessary  to  be  done  is,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  very  great  favour  and  indulgence  shown  to  Lieut.  Kellow 
by  his  brother  officers,  with  whose  request  your  Excellency  was 
pleas'd  to  comply  that  he  might  then  be  permitted  to  I'eturn  to  his 
duty,  soon  after  his  arrival  here  he  forgot  all  his  promises  on  that 
licad,  and  in  the  opinion  of  myself  and  all  his  brother  officers  he 
has  behaved  in  so  very  un-officer  and  un-gentleman  like  manner  An  officer 
as  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  suspend  him  from  all  duties  ''"'^i'®"'^^''- 
until  he  is  tried,  or  until  your  Excellency  shall  please  to  order  in 
what  manner  he  is  to  be  disposed  of. 

For  the  situation  of  the  store  after  we  had  received  everything 
we  were  to  get  from  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
your  Excellency  to  Mr.  Morley,  the  late  storekeeper,  who  has  all  The 
the  accounts ;  only  begging  to  remark  that  it  was  the  general  opinion  saved  by" 
that  we  could  not  have  survived  so  long  but  for  the  immensity  ^'''''^• 
of  birds  which  we  brought  in  every  night  from  Mount  Pitt. 

Maiiy  of  the  convicts  here  has  signified  to  me  that  the  term  for  Expirees. 

which  they  were  sentenced  has  expired,  and  wish  in  consequence 

of  the  assurance  made  them  by  Mr.  King  and  myself,  in  your 

Excellency's    name,    that  as    soon  as  you    were    made    officially 

;!cquainted  with  the  same,  such  of  the  con\'icts  as  wish  to  return 

to  Port  Jaekson,  that  you  would  send  for  them.      They  therefore 

I'ray  that  your  Excellency  will  not  forget  them.     I  have,  &.C., 

,,,    ,         ,  R.  Ross. 

[Enclosure.] 

State  of  the  Settlement  on  Norfolk  Island,  February  the  11th, 

1791. 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  territory  of  New    South  ><'o. 

Wales  and  Commander-in-Chief  ...         ...         ...  1 

Militw;/. 

Commissioned  Officers       ...         ...  ...  ...  ..  7 

Non-Commissioned  Officers          ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drunmiers     ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privates         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Women          ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Children        3 

Staf. 
Surgeon         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  l 

Deputy-Commissary  ...         ...         ...  1 

Free  people 5 

2  G 
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1791 

11  Feb. 


Sale  of 
rations 
prohiltitcd. 


State  of  the  Settlement  of  Norfolk  Island — continued. 

Convicts, 


Males 

Females 

Convicts' children     ... 

Numbers  on  different  ration. 

Whole 

Two-thirds 

Half      

Quarter 

Whole  number  victualled    ... 

Whole  number  victualled  on  full  ration  ... 

Weeks  on  full  ration. 
Flour  and  rice 

Beef      

Pork 

Spirits — gallons 

Butter  and  sugar — pounds  ... 


No. 

227 

24.5 

62 

313 

249 

25 

39 

626 
501 

28 
28 
42 

85 
1,250 


N.B. — It  appears  from  the  surgeon's  returns  that  only  one  man,  one 
woman,  and  one  child  have  died  natural  deatlis  since  the  Island  v/as  first 
settled. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Returx  of  the  Non-commissioned  Officers,  Drummers,  and  Privates 
of  the  Detachment  of  Marines  serving  at  Norfolk  Island  who 
wish  to  stay  in  the  country  as  Soldiers  or  Settlers ; — 


Names. 

Quality. 

Wish  to  remain  as  Soldiei-s 
or  Settlers. 

.lohn  Brown... 

.    Private 

As  a  soldier. 

Jolin  Woods 

do 

As  a  soldier. 

John  Escott... 

do 

Settler  at  Norfolk  Island. 

Isaac  Tarr    .. 

do 

do                    do 

George  Plyer 

do 

do                    do 

James  Kirby 

do 

do       Port  Jackson. 

James  Angle 

do 

do       Norfolk  Island. 

Patrick  Connell 

do 

do                    do 

James  Reiley 

do 

do                    do 

Jonathan  Woodman 

do 

do                    do 

R.  Ross. 


General  Orders.. — Port  Jackson. 

February  11th,  1791. 
Although  repeated  orders  have  been  given  to  j^revent  the  con- 
victs from  selling  or  exchanging  their  provisions  issued  from 
the  public  stores  for  money,  spirits,  or  tobacco,  that  practice  is 
still  continued  ;  and  as  those  who  sell  their  own  provisions  must 
support  themselves  by  stealing  from  others,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  individual  to  endeavour  to  j^ut  a  stoj:)  to  a  practice  which 
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distresses  the  honest  <and  industrious,  whose  gardens  are  robbed,       1791 
and  i^rovisions  stolen,  by  those  who  sell  their  rations.     No  j^ro-      u  Feb. 
visions   are  ever  to  be  purchased  or  received  from  a  convict  on 
any  consideration  whatever,  and  the  Commissary  is  directed  to 
give  30  lt)s  of  flour  as  a  rewai'd  for  discovering  any  person  who 
may  in  future  Ije  guilty  of  a  breach  of  this  order. 


Lord  Grenville  to  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
(Banks  Papers.)* 

My  Lords,  Whitehall,  11th  February,  1791. 

His  Majesty  having  judged  it  expedient  that  an  expedition 
should  be  immediately  undertaken  for  acquiring  a  more  complete 
knowledge  than  has  yet  been  obtained  of  the  north-west  coast 
of  America,  I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  your  Lordships  his  Expediti^^n 
^Majesty's  commands  that  the  necessary  measures  should  be  adopted  '^°  '^'"^i'"^^- 
for  that  purpose.  The  Discovery  and  Chatham,  brig,  being,  as  I 
understand,  in  readiness  for  this  service,  it  is  desirable  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  their  proceeding  to  tlie  Sandwich  Islands, 
where  the  officer  commanding  those  vessels  should  be  instructed 
to  winter. 

During  the  time  of  his  remaining  at  those   islands  he  is  to 
employ  liimself  in  the  survey  and  examination   of  them  ;  and  as  The 
soon  as  the  weather  is  favourable,  which  may  be   expected  to  be  f^^iands  tobe 
in  February  or  at  latest  in  March,  1792,  he  should  be   instructed  e.\amined. 
to  repair  to  the  American  coast  for  the  purpose  of  his  survey. 

It   having    been  agreed    by   tlie   late    convention  between  his  Convention 
Majesty  and  the  Catholic  Kingf  that  the  buildings  and  tracts  of  EnS"d  and 
land  situated  on  the  north-west  coast  of  the  continent  of  North  Spain. 
America,  or   on   islands   adjacent  to  that  continent,  of  which  the 
subjects  of  his  Britannick   Majesty  were   dispossessed  about  the 
month  of  April,  1789,  by  a  Spanish  officer,  sliall  be  restored  to  Restoi-ation 
the  said  British  subjects,  the  Court  of    Spain   have   agreed    to"*'"^'"^' 
send  orders  for  that  purpose  to  their  officers  in  that  part  of  the 
world ;  but   as   the  particular    specification    of    the   parts    to  be 
restored  may  still  require  some  farther  time,  tlie  King's  orders  for 
this  purpose  must  l>e  sent  out  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  by  a  vessel 
which  may  carry  out  a  farther  store  of  provisions  for  the   Dis- 
covery and  Chatham,  and  should  sail  from  this  country  in  time  to 
reach  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  wintei-. 
If  in  consequence  of  the  arrangement  to  be  made  with  the  Court 
of  Spain  it   should  hereafter  be  determined  that  the  Discovery 
should  proceed  in  tlie   first  instance  to  Nootkaj  or  elsewhere,  in 

*  Endorsed:  "Cojiy  of  a  lettfi-  from  Lord  Gren\ille  to  tlie  Lords  Commissioners  of  tlie 
Admiralty,  dated  Whitehall,  llth  February,  1791  (two  enelo.surcs)."  The  enclusures  are 
niissin<,'.  A  different  ])Ian  was  proimsed  in  the  first  instance  ;  ante,  p  aie.  Instructions 
to  Lieut.  Menzics  ;  ante,  pj).  424-420. 

t  The  mu'4  of  Spain. 

}  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  north-west  coast  of  America.    (Vancouver  Island.) 
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1791 

11  Feb. 


But  not  to  be 
waited  for 
after 
Januarv, 
1792. 


Objects  of 

the 

expedition. 


Water 
communi- 
cation and 
commerce. 


European 
settlements. 


Connnercial 
intercourse. 


Scope  of 
survey. 


The  com- 
mander's 
discretion. 


order  to  receive  from  the  Spanish  ofl&cers  such  lands  or  buildings 
as  are  to  be  restored  to  his  Majesty's  subjects,  orders  to  that  effect 
will  be  sent  oat  by  the  vessel  above  mentioned.  But  if  no  such 
orders  should  be  received  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Dis- 
covery previous  to  the  end  of  January,  1792,  he  should  be 
directed  not  to  wait  for  them  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  but  to 
proceed  in  such  course  as  he  may  judge  most  expedient  for  the 
examination  of  the  coast  of  north-west  America  comprised 
between  lat.  60  north  and  lat.  30  north. 

In  the  examination  of  this  coast  the  principal  objects  which  he 
is  to  keep  in  view  are  : — 

First. — The  acquiring  accurate  information  with  respect  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  any  water  communication  which  may  tend 
in  any  considerable  degree  to  facilitate  an  intercourse  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce  between  the  north-west  coast  and  the 
countries  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  continent  which  are 
inhabited  or  occupied  by  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Secondly. — The  ascertaining  with  as  much  precision  as  possible 
the  number,  extent,  and  situation  of  any  settlements  which  have 
been  made  within  the  limits  above  mentioned  by  any  European 
nation,  and  particularly  by  Spain,  and  the  time  when  such  settle- 
ment was  first  made. 

With  resjject  to  the  first  point,  it  would  be  of  great  importance 
if  it  should  be  found  that  by  means  of  any  considerable  inlets  of 
sea,  or  even  of  large  rivers,  communicating  with  the  lakes  in  the 
interior  of  the  continent,  such  an  intercourse  as  I  have  already 
mentioned  could  be  established.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary 
that  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  this  point  the  survey  should 
be  so  conducted  as  not  only  to  ascertain  the  general  line  of  the 
sea-coast,  but  also  the  direction  and  extent  of  all  such  consider- 
able inlets,  whether  made  by  arms  of  the  sea  or  by  the  mouths  of 
large  rivers,  as  may  be  likely  to  lead  to  or  facilitate  such  com- 
munication as  I  have  described. 

This  being  the  principal  object  of  the  examination,  as  far  as 
relates  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  it  will  probably  appear  to  your 
Lordships  that  a  considerable  degree  of  discretion  must  be  left  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  expedition  as  to  the  best  means  of 
executing  the  service  which  his  Majesty  has  in  view.* 


Only 

navigable 
■waters  to  be 
examined. 


But  as  far  as  any  general  instructions  can  here  be  given  on  the 
subject,  it  seems  desireable  that,  in  order  to  avoid  any  unnecessary 
loss  of  time,  he  should  be  dii'ected  not  to  pursue  any  inlet  or 
river  further  than  it  shall  appear  to  be  navigable  by  vessels  of 
such  burthen  as  might  safely  navigate  the  Pacific  Ocean.  But  as 
the  examination  of  such  inlets,  even  to  the   extent  here   stated, 

*  A  blank  occurs  here.     Twelve  lines  written  by  the  transcriber,  which  the  Minister,  pre- 
sumably, did  not  wish  to  ^'o  out  of  the  office,  have  been  erased. 
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may  possibly  require  that  the  officer  commanding  tlie  experlition        1781 
should  proceed   up  them   further  than  it  might  be   safe  for  the      n  Feb. 
Discovery  to  go,  it  seems  necessary  tliat  such  officer  should   be  rpj^^ 
authorised  bv  vour  Lordships  to  take  the   command   in   person  of  tomuiander 

*'    *■     .  .  .  .  to  lia\*G 

the  Chatham,  brig,  at  all  such   times  and  in  such  situations  as  he  charge  of 
shall   judge   it  necessary   or  exj)edient,   and    that    corresponding  ^°^^  vessels. 
orders    shouM    be    given   to   the    ofhcer   commauding   the    latter 
vessel. 

The  particular  course  of  the  survey  must,  of  course,  depend  on  Course  of 
the  different  circumstances  which  may  arise  in  the  execution  of  a  '^ 
ser^^ce  of    this    nature.      It    will,    however,    be  proj^er  that   the 
officer  commanding  on  this  expedition  should  be  directed  to  pay  a 
particular  attention  to  the  examination  of  the  supposed  Straits  of 
Juan  de  Fuca,  said  to  lay  between  48  and  49  north  lat.,  and  to 
lead    to    an    opening    through    which    the    sloop    Washington    is 
reported  to  have  passed  in  1789,  and  to  liave  come   out  again  to 
the  northward  of  Nootka.*     The  discovery  of  a  near  communica-  Nootka  and 
tion  between  any  such  sea   or  strait  and   any  river  running  into  ^[°°^j.* 
or  from  the  Lake   of  the  Woods,  which   is   commonly  laid   down 
nearly  in  the  same  latitude,  would  be  particularly  useful.      If  the 
vessels  employed  on  this  service   should  fail   in   discovering  any 
such  inlet  as  I  have  spoken  of  to  the  southward  of  Cook's  River, 
there    appears    the   greatest    probability    that   it    will    be   found 
that  this  river  rises  in  some  of  the  lakes  already  knowil  to  our 
Canadian  traders  and  to  the  servants   of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany.     This  point   it  would  in   that  case  be  material  to  ascertain 
with  as  much  precision  as  the  then  existing  circumstances  of  the 
expedition   may   allow.      But   the   discovery  of  any  similar  com-  Commnuioa- 
munication  more  to  the  southward,  'should   any  such   exist,  would  so°rthward 
be  much  more   advantageous  for  the  purposes   of  commerce,  and  ]"°'^^ 
should  thf'refore  be  preferably  attended  to.     With  I'espect  to  the 
second   of  the  points  above  mentioned,  it  is   probable  that  more 
particular  instructions  will  be  given  by  the  vessel   to  be   sent   to 
the  Sandwich  Islands  after  the  Discovery.      But  if  not,  the  officer 
commanding  the  expedition  is  to   be  particularly  directed  in  the 
execution  of  this  and  of  every  other  part  of  the  service  with  which 
he  is  entrusted,  to  avoid  with  the  utmost  caution  the  giving  any 
ground  of  jealousy  or  complaint  to  the  subjects  or  officers  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  ;  and  if  he  should  fall  in  with  anySjianish  ships  Keep  friends 
employed  on  any  service  similar  to  that  committed  to  him,  lie  is  to  ^^'  '   ^'""" 
afford  to  the  officer  commanding  such  ships  every  possible  degree 
of  assistance  and  information,  and  he  is  to  offer  to  him  that  they  interchange 
should  make  to  each  other  reciprocally  a  free  and  unreserved  com-  tion. 
munication  of  all  plans  and  charts  of  discoveries  made  by  them  in 
their  respective  voyages. 

*  The  passage  was  found.   The  land  which  is  separated  by  it  from  the  American  continent 
is  called  Vancouver  Island,  in  honour  of  Captain  Vancouver,  who  circuninavigatcd  ic. 
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1791 

11  Feb. 

Foreigners 
to  be  treated 
as  friends. 


Two 

suinniei's 
allowed  for 
the  work. 


Return  by 
Cape  Horn. 


Western 
coast  of 
South 
America. 


Disjiutes 
with  the 
natives  to 
be  a\oided. 


Presents. 


If  in  the  course  of  any  part  of  this  service  his  Majesty's  ships  or 
officers  should  meet  with  the  subjects  or  vessels  of  any  other  power 
or  state,  they  are  to  treat  them  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and 
to  be  careful  not  to  do  anything  which  may  give  occasion  to  any 
interruption  of  that  peace  which  now  happily  subsists  between  his 
Majesty  and  all  other  powers. 

The  whole  of  the  survey  above  mentioned,  if  carried  on  with 
a  view  to  the  objects  here  stated,  without  too  minute  and  par- 
ticular an  examination  of  the  detail  of  the  difterent  paints  of  the 
coast  laid  down  by  it,  may,  as  I  understand,  probably  be  com- 
pleted in  two  summers.  In  the  intermediate  winter  the  ships 
are  to  be  directed  to  return  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  during 
their  continuance  there  to  endeavor  to  complete  any  part  that  may 
be  unfinished  of  their  examination  of  those  islands. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  survey  in  the  second  summer  the 
commanding  officer  should  be  directed,  supposing  the  state  and 
circumstances  of  his  ships  should  admit  of  it,  to  return  by  Cape 
Horn,  for  which  the  season  will  then  probably  be  favourable.  It 
seems  doubtful  how  far  the  time  may  admit  of  his  making  any 
particular  examination  of  the  western  coast  of  South  America. 
But  if  this  should  be  practicable,  he  should  begin  such  examina- 
tion from  the  south  point  of  the  Island  of  Chiloe,  which  is  in 
about  44  south  latitude  ;  and  he  should  direct  his  attention  to 
ascertaining  what  is  the  most  southward  Spanish  settlement  on 
that  coast,  and  what  hai'bours  there  are  south  of  any  such  settle- 
ment. 

In  the  execution  of  every  part  of  this  service  it  is  very  material 
that  the  commanding  officer  should  be  instructed  to  use  every 
possible  care  to  avoid  disputes  with  the  natives  of  any  of  the 
parts  where  he  may  touch,  and  that  he  should  be  particularly 
attentive  to  endeavor  by  presents  and  by  all  other  meq.ns  to  con- 
ciliate their  friendship  and  confidence. 

I  herewith  enclose  to  your  Lordships  lists  of  such  articles  as 
have  been  procured  for  the  purpose  of  presents.  These  will  be 
delivered  into  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer,  to  be  disposed 
of  by  him  according  to  the  regulations  which  have  been  observed 
in  similar  cases.  I  am,  etc., 

Grenville. 


14  Feb. 

Illness 
of  Kins. 


LlEUTEXANT-GoVERNOR    KiNG    TO    TJnDER    SECRETARY    NePEAN.* 

Dear  Sir,  18,  Craven-street,  Feb.  14th,  1791. 

A  very  severe  rheuinatic  attack  has  confined  me  to  my 
room  these  three  days  past,  else  I  should  have  called  on  you  to 
mention  my  interview  with  the  person  I  told  you  of  when  I  last 
had  tlie  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  Many  pointed  questions  were 
asked,  and  with  great  earnestness.  Respecting  the  jyi^incijoal  object, 
I  could  not  afibrd  much  satisf'n,  as  my  knowledge  of  it  could  not 


A  private  letter. 
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be  very  great  in  the  short  time  I  was  on  that  spot;  but  with  what       I'^l 
respected  my  own  conceni  and  place  I  gave  that  description  that     14  rvb. 
it  was  deserving  of.      I  dine  with  him  on  Wednesday.     Whether 
(Jr.  P'p  [Governor  Phillii)]  mentioned  in  any  of  his  despatches  respect- 
ing liis  liaving  settled  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  that  all  transports  laden  Port  dutioi 
with  King's  stores,  or  on  the  King's  account,  should  be  exempted  °'^  ^'°" 
from  the  port  duties,  1  do  not  know,  but  he  desired  me  to  mention 
it  to  you.     Should  any  of  the  transports  now  stop  there,  the  pro- 
curing some  ffood  cotton  seeds  would  be  a  great  object  for  Norfolk  ^'°"?"  ®*;?.'^ 
Island.     If  I  thought  any  of  them  would  tou.ch  there  I  could  write  isiaiui. 
to  a  friend  of  Gov'r  Phillip's  to  procure  some  and  send  him,  as  well 
as  some  other  articles  which  w'd  be  of  great  service. 

I  am,  &c., 
Philip  Gidley  King. 

LIEUTEXANT-GOVERXOR    KiNG    TO    UnDER    SECRETARY    NePEAX.* 

Dear  Sir,  Feb.  15th,  1791.  is  Feb. 

The  unlooked-for  question  that  has  been  asked  me,  and  the  ^"g       ted 
very  short  time  pointed  out  for  my  giving  an  answer,  joined  to  the  question, 
impossibility  of  my  leaving  my  room  to  consult  a  friend,  has  made 
me  rather  more  confused  than  when  you  left  me. 

Under  every  possible  disadvantage  occasioned  by  the  shortness 
of  the  time  fixed  for  my  departure,!  exclusive  of  the  mortification 
and  disappointment  I  shall  feel  in  going  out  as  I  came  home,  I  see 
that  my  refusal  will  by  no  means  tend  to  my  interest. 

I  hope  the  Gorgon  can  be  detained  untill  I  have  settled  a  few  Private 
private  concerns,  as  I  have  hitherto   indulged   myself  with   the  '^'^^''''^^s- 
idea  that  I  should  not  leave  England  so  soon,  and  consequently 
liave  not  made  any  arrangements  whatever  respecting  my  private 
concerns,  and  have  a  provision  to  make  for  my  stay  on  Norfolk 
Island, 

I  cannot  lielp  observing  how  very  forcibly  I  feel  the  unpleasant-  An 
ness  of  my  situation,   and  I  assure  you  that  I  shall  leave  this  situation. 
country  with  far  less  satisfaction  than  I  expected  to. 

I  am,  Arc, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

I  begin  to  fear  that  my  lameness  is  the  gout,  which  will  be  a  Gout. 
severe  stroke  upon  me.  

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Lord  Grenville. 
My  Lord,  18,  Craveu-sti-eet,  Feb.  17th,  1791.  i:  Feb. 

An  unlooked  for  indisposition  prevents   me  from    doing 
myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  your  Lordship  to  reque.st  a  favor,  a  favour 
which  I  am  compelled  to  do  in  writing.  asked. 

My  indisposition,  and  the  very  short  notice  given  to  me  by  Mr. 
Nepean  of  the  necessity  of  my  immediate  departure  from  England, 

*  A  private  letter, 
t  For  Norfolk  Island,  of  which  settlement  he  had  been  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor. 
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1791 
17  Feb. 

No  time  to 

provide 

iiet^essaries. 


Objections 
to  convict 
ship. 


A  passage  in 
the  Gorgon. 


has  rendered  me  unable  to  provide  mvsfdf  as  yet  with  a  single 
article  of  necessarys  to  supply  me  in  the  distant  part  of  the  world 
I  am  going  to.  I  have  wrote  to  Major  Grose  to  let  me  have  what 
necessarys  he  has  provided  for  himself,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  aiTanged  between  us. 

Was  it  not  for  my  absolute  incapacity  of  putting  my  foot  to  the 
ground,  I  should,  unprovided  as  I  am,  be  ready  to  go  immediately 
to  sea  ;  but  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  pardon  me  when  I  say  how 
very  disagreable  and  inconvenient  it  will  be  to  me  to  go  so  long 
a  voyage  in  a  convict  ship,  where  I  shall  meet  with  every  disagre- 
able circumstance  which  the  caprice  of  the  masters  of  one  of  these 
vessells  may  subject  me  to,  and  as  they  are  all  full,  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  embark  my  necessaries  (small  as  they  are)  on  board  of  them. 

May  I  entreat  your  Lordship's  consideration  on  the  peculiar 
and  disagreable  situation  I  am  in,  and  which  I  hope  will  plead  an 
excuse  with  your  Lordship  for  my  solleciting  a  passage  in  the 
Gorgon.* 

Whatever  my  state  of  lipalth  may  be,  in  ten  daye  from  this  time 
I  will  be  on  board  that  ship,  if  I  should  be  so  ha})py  as  to  obtain 
her  detention  for  that  time  by  your  Lordship's  kindness,  which 
will  be  an  eternal  obligation  conferred  on. 

My  Lord,  ikc, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


19  Feb. 


Tlie 

American 

survey. 


Method 
of  work. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Lord  Grenville.     (Banks  Papers.)! 
My  Lord,  S.S.,  Feb.  19,  1791. 

Enclo.sed  your  Lordship  will  receive  the  opinions  |  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  require  of  me  concerning  the  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  survey  of  the  N.W.  coast  of  A.,  in  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  manner  consistent  with  the  degree  of  accuracy  required 
in  an  undertaking  intended  of  a  general  nature.  To  these  I  haxe 
added  instructions  for  surveyors,§  which  are  intended  to  point 
out  the  readiest  and  most  effectual  modes  of  doing  the  work,  and 
also  to  sefcure  to  Government,  what  they  always  ought  to  bo 
possessed  of,  a  series  of  proofs  of  the  degree  of  accuracy  with 
which  it  has  been  done,  to  which  they  may  at  any  future  time 
refer. 
Temptations      The  temptation  of  substitutinfj   coniecture  for  fact  in  laving 

01  surveyors     ^  <d  o  ^      *       cj 

'  down  the  shores  of  an  unknown  country  is  so  great,  especially  at 
times  when,  from  the  circumstances  of  Avinds  and  weather,  if  is 
difficult  to  approach  near  to  the  land,  that  I  doubt  whether  any 

*  The  request  was  granted.  King  sailed  in  the  Gorgon,  March,  1791,  and  arri^■ecl  at  Port 
Jackson,  21st  September,  in  the  same  .year. 

t  Unsigned,  but  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks'  handwriting,  and  indorsed  by  him  :  "To  Lord 
Grenville,  February  19th,  — 91." 

t  These  "  opinions  "  are  not  amongst  the  Banks  Papers. 

§  These  instructions  are  applicable  to  any  expedition  of  discovery,  and  their  publication  is 
therefore  unnecessarj-.  The  main  feature  of  the  instructions  is  the  dii-eetions  ^Tven  to 
officers  to  keep  surveying-books,  as  a  check  upon  the  maps  drawn  by  them. 
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surveyor  lias  ever  wIkjIIv  visited  it.     In  the  present  case,  as  every       1791 
creek  on  the  coast  will  be  repeatedly  examined  by  those  employed      17  Feb. 
in  the  collecting  ferns,  and  as  the  merchants,  in  consequence  of 
the  distance  and  danger  of  the  voyage,  find  it  necessary  to  employ 
men  acquainted  with  all  the  modern  improvements  of  na%dgation, 
no  error  that  is  made  will  long  remain  undetected. 

To  fulfill  the  surveying  instructions  with  the  utmost  minuteness 
will  add  little  or  nothing  to  the  })usiness  imposed  upon  the  com- 
mander. By  his  other  orders  he  is,  indeed,  directed  to  keep  a  book  Book  to  be_ 
in  a  form  different  from  that  he  is  used  to,  probably  not  in  a  less  ^^^' 
commodious  one,  but  every  remark  he  is  to  write  in  that  book  he 
ought  to  write  down  in  one  book  or  the  other,  if  he  or  his  ship  is 
conducted  with  any  degree  of  precision. 

The  benefit  Government  will  derive  from  this  mode  of  execu- 
ting the  business  is  that  the  employment  of  conjecture  will  be  all 
but  impossible  ;  to  make  the  book  and  the  map  agree  in  their  Book  and 
statement  of  the  situation  of  a  part  of  the  coast  that  has  not  been  ^™^ 


to 


agree 


surveyed  will  always  be  a  matter  of  much  difficulty,  but  as  it  is 
impossible  that  a  coincidence  can  happen  by  chance,  their  agree- 
ment will  preclude  all  probability  of  the  commander  having  made 
a  mistake  ;  any  difference  therefore  that  is  hereafter  observed 
between  the  chart  and  the  coast  will  carry  with  it  so  clear  a  convic- 
tion of  wilfull  misstatement  as  no  person  who  has  any  regard  for 
his  character  will  choose  to  run  the  risk  of  so  easy  a  detection. 

I  must  apologise  to  your  Lordship  for  having  spent  so  much 
time  in  obeying  your  orders  on  this  subject,  but  in  truth,  as  I  have 
not  made  unnecessary  delay,  I  trust  I  shall  be  forgiven;  the  subject  ^  difficult 
ran  into  a  length  I  did  not  in  the  beginning  expect,  and  as  I  am 
not  sufficiently  vei'sed  in  the  practical  part  of  the  business  of  sur- 
veying, I  was  obliged  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  one  of  my  friends 
in  the  matters  relating  to  that  business,  and  which  I  believe  will 
be  found  the  most  valuable  ;  but  that  which  took  up  the  most  time 
was  the  repeated  remarks  necessarily  to  be  made  under  the  appre- 
hension some  part  might  be  omitted,  which  I  hope  will  not  prove 
to  be  the  case.  [Unsigned.] 


Lord  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  19  Feby.,  1791. 

By  Lieutenant  King,   who  arrived  here  on  the  20th  of 

December,  I  received  your  several  letters  of  the  dates  mentioned 

in  the  margin,*  and  have  had  the  honor  of  laying  them  before  the 


19  Feb. 


King 


I  observe  with  great  concern  by  these  letters  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  unfortunate  disaster  which  happened  to  his  Majesty's  ship 
the  Guardian,  and  of  the  delays  which  appear  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  voyage  of  the  Lady  Juliana,  the  state  of  the  provisions  at 

♦June  5,  1789;  Feb.  ],  12,  and  13  ;  April  11,  1790. 
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1791 

19  Feb. 

The  reduced 
ration. 


Two  batches 
of  convicts 
per  annum. 


Norfolk 
Island. 


Supplies 

from 

Calcutta. 


Low  prices. 


the  settlements  wliicli  you  have  established,  rendered  it  necessary 
that  you  should  make  so  considerable  a  reduction  in  the  ration, 
and  that  you  should  send  to  Batavia  for  supplies.  The  expenses 
incurred  under  the  latter  head  appear  to  have  been  necessary  under 
tlie  then  existing  circumstances,  and  the  amount  will  l^e  discharged 
whenever  the  j^roper  vouchers  shall  be  received.  I  trust,  however, 
that  the  difficulties  which  occasioned  this  measure  have  long  since 
been  effectually  removed  by  the  arrival  of  the  Lady  Juliana  and 
of  the  other  supplies,  which,  according  to  the  enclosed  calculation* 
(provided  no  accident  should  have  happened)  must  have  reached 
Port  Jackson  shortly  after  Mr.  King's  departure.  As  the  system 
which  is  to  be  adopted  in  future  of  sending  out  the  convicts  in  two 
embarkations  in  the  course  of  each  year  will  afford  the  means  of 
keeping  up  a  regular  intercourse  between  this  country  and  the 
settlements  under  your  government,  there  is,  I  hope,  no  ground  for 
apprehending  inconvenience  in  future  from  any  accidental  failure 
of  the  supplies  sent  from  hence  ;  but  even  if  that  should  be  the 
case,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  now  other  resources  on  which 
a  reliance  may  safely  be  placed. 

The  measures  taken  by  you  have  anticipated  the  wishes  I  ex- 
pressed to  you  in  my  letter.  No.  6,  with  respect  to  the  increase  of 
the  establishment  at  Norfolk  Island.  I  understand  from  Mr. 
King  that  the  fertility  of  the  soil  in  that  island  is  such  that  the 
last  year's  crop  of  wheat,  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  and  other  vege- 
tables would,  in  his  opinion,  be  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  sufficient 
to  supply  the  colony  with  those  articles,  leaving  ample  provision 
for  seed  in  the  ensuing  season  ;  and  there  seems  every  reason  to 
expect  that,  independently  of  what  may  be  raised  in  New  South 
Wales,  the  produce  of  Norfolk  Island  will  afford  in  future  a 
sufficient  supply  of  these  important  articles  for  the  use  of  both 
the  settlements.! 

I  find  by  letters  which  have  lately  been  received  from  Calcutta, 
dated  in  the  months  of  August  and  September  last,  that  intelli- 
gence had  reached  India  of  the  distress  of  the  Guardian,  and  of 
the  disappointment  you  were  likely  to  experience  in  receiving 
supplies  from  hence,  and  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had  acceded  to 
the  proposals  made  to  him  by  some  merchants,  of  sending  certain 
articles  from  thence  for  your  relief.  Although  you  would,  long 
before  the  arrival  of  these  at  Port  Jackson,  have  received  other 
supplies,  yet  I  hope  that  the  plan  has  been  carried  into  full 
execution,  and  that  you  have  purchased  the  cargo  on  the  public 
account. 

On  a  comparative  view  of  the  prices  specified  in  the  enclosed 
letter  from  the  person  avIio  proposed  to  engage  in  that  speculation,} 

*  Not  available. 

t  This  expectation  was  not  realised.     Norfolk  Island  was,  after  a  time,  able  to  support 
itself,  but  it  was  never  in  a  position  to  furnish  supplies  for  Port  Jackson. 
J  Not  available. 
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I  find  that  most  of  tlie  articles  tliereiu  montioned  can  Ije  supplied        ^"^^^ 
from  thence  at  prices  considerably  less  than   those  at  which  they      19  Feb. 
can  be  furnished  from  this  country. 

So  long  ago  as  the  month  of  September  [1790]  I  had  suggested 
to  Lord  Cornwallis  the  idea  of  supj^lying  the  settlement  under  your 
command,  either  wholly,  or  at  least  to  a  very  great  extent,  from 
Calcutta.*  I  am  inclined  to  hope,  from  the  circumstances  which  I  ludia  a 
liave  already  stated,  that  any  further  supplies  of  provisions  will  supply, 
be  principally  confined  to  salted  provisions  and  sugar,  after  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  live  stock  shall  have  been  procured ;  and  if 
any  circumstance  should  render  it  expedient  for  you  to  make  any 
further  purchases  of  provisions,  in  addition  to  the  quantities  which 
will  be  sent  out  from  hence  with  each  embarkation  of  convicts, 
you  will  in  such  case  have  recourse  to  Calcutta,  or  some  other  of  Calcutta, 
the  Company's  settlements  in  India  ;  and  you  will  give  directions 
that  the  j^erson  sent  by  you  for  that  purpose  should  make  no 
purchases  of  any  article  the  price  of  which  sliall  not  be  certified  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  his  Majesty's  forces  then  at  such  settle- 
ment, or  by  some  person  regularly  authorised  by  him  to  sign  such 
certificate,  and  the  certificate  is  to  be  sent  home  with  the  otlier 
vouchers  for  the  expence  incui'red. 

In  the  execution  of  a  plan  which  is  now  in  contemplation  for 
surveying  the  north-Avest  coast  of  America  and  the  Sandwich 
Islands,!  there  will  be  occasion  to  dispatch  a  transport  to  the 
latter  with  provisions  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  spring.  This 
vessel,  after  her  supplying  the  shijDS  engaged  in  tlie  survey,  will 
ioin  you  at  Port  Jackson,  and  her  commander  will  be  instructed  Live  stock 

fr'^ni  the 

to  carry  with  him,  either  from  the  Sandwich,  the  Society,  or  the  islands. 
Friendly  Isles,  as  much  live  stock  as  that  vessel  can  contain. 

From  the  information  wliich  I  have  collected  from  Mr.  King,  I 
am  led  to  expect  that  in  order  to  replace  the  Sirius,  wliich  you  a  vessel  to 
inform  me  has  unfortunately  been  lost  on  Norfolk  Island,  you  s^Husf    ^^ 
are  likely  to  purchase  the  snow|  which  was  to  be  dispatched  to 
you  with  provisions  from  Batavia.      If  it  should  so  happen,  that 
vessel  and  the  Supply,  for  which  an  assortment  of  stores  will  now 
be  sent  out  by  the  Gorgon,   will,    I  hope,   be   sufficient  for  the 
necessary  purposes  of  your  Government ;  but  if  Mr.  King  sliould 
have   been  mistaken  in  the  conjectures  he  has  formed  on  this 
point,   you   will  consider  yourself    at  full  liberty  to   detain  the 
vessel  from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  to  employ  her  as  you  may  The 
think  proper,    either  in  procuring  live   stock,   or  for  any  other  fsTand"^^'* 
purpose  that  may  be  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  the  settlement  transport. 
under  your  government. 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  by  your  letter  to  Mr.  Nepean  that  so  few  Marines 
of  the   marines  have  shown   an  inclination  to  continue  in    the  yo,'Jvicts. 
country  after  they  shall   liave  finished  their  term  of  duty,  and 
that  a  similar  disposition  appears  amongst  the  convicts   whose 

•  Ante,  p.  403.  t  Ante,  pp.  312-314.  .{  A  Dutch  vessel,  the  Waaksanihcyil. 
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sentences  have  expired.  The  return  of  the  List-mentioned  descrip- 
tion of  persons  to  this  country  cannot  legally  be  prevented,  pro- 
vided they  can  engage  the  masters  or  owners  of  any  vessels 
arriving  in  New  South  Wales  to  transport  them  from  thence. 
But  as  there  is  little  reason  to  hope  that  any  persons  of  that 
description  will  apply  themselves  here  to  habits  or  pursuits  of 
honest  industry,  it  will  be  extremely  desirable  that  every  reason- 
able indulgence  should  be  held  out  to  them  with  a  view  of 
inducing  tliem  to  remain  in  New  South  Wales,  and  that  it  should 
be  distinctly  understood  that  no  steps  are  likely  to  be  taken  by 
Government  for  facilitating  their  return. 

If,  in  the  execution  of  this  instruction,  you  should  deem  it 
necessary,  in  addition  to  the  lands  to  be  granted  to  them,  and  to 
the  tools  and  implements  of  labour  with  which  they  will  be  fur- 
nished by  you,  to  victual  them  for  a  limited  time  from  the  public 
stock  till  they  can  by  their  own  labour  provide  for  their  subsis- 
tance,  such  a  measure  would  not  be  objectionable.  But  it  will,  of 
course,  occur  to  you  how  necessary  it  will  be  to  limit  the  time  for 
such  assistance,  both  in  order  to  prevent  too  great  an  addition  to 
the  public  expence,  and  as  an  incitement  to  their  own  industry. 
Some  distinction  should  also  be  made  in  this  respect  as  to  those 
convicts  whose  conduct  during  the  tei-m  of  their  sentences  may 
have  entitled  them  to  particular  indulgence  and  favour. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  his  Majesty's  several  Orders  in 
Council  for  the  transportation  of  the  different  persons  who  have 
been  sent  to  New  South  Wales,  and  also  of  those  who  are  now 
vmder  orders  for  embarkation.*  You  will  be  enabled  by  these  to 
ascertain  the  precise  times  of  the  expiration  of  their  respective 
sentences.  You  will  observe  that  by  law  the  time  which  has 
elapsed  since  their  original  sentence  or  order  of  transportation, 
previous  to  their  being  sent  abroad,  but  during  which  they  have 
been  in  confinement  either  in  gaol  or  on  board  the  hulks,  is  to  be 
reckoned  as  part  of  the  term  for  whicli  they  were  sentenced. 

The  proceedings  of  Major  Ross  and  Captain  Campbell,  according 
to  your  representation,!  appear  to  have  been  in  many  instances 
but  ill-calculated  to  promote  that  good  understanding  so  essentially 
necessary  for  securing  the  prosperity  of  the  colony.  On  all  ser- 
\aces,  but  particularly  of  this  nature,  it  is  of  great  importance 
that  persons  of  all  descriptions  should  accommodate  themselves  to 
the  circumstances  and  situation,  and  that  they  should  most  care- 
fully avoid  any  nice  distinctions  in  point  of  duty  which  might 
tend  to  occasion  embarrassment  in  the  execution  of  the  public 
service.  His  Majesty  has  always  in  view  the  proceedings  of  his 
officers  when  placed  in  those  situations,  and  will  judge  of  their 
merits  by  the  conduct  they  observe  on  such  occasions. 

*  Not  recorded.         t  See  Phillip's  despatches,  1st  and  l-2th  Feb.,  1790.     Ante,  pp.  288-292, 
301-304  ;  15th  December,  1791,  post,  p.  570. 
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I  enclose  to  you  herewith  a  report  of  his  Majesty's  Attorney       1^91 
and  Solicitor  General,*  from  which  it  will  appear  that  military      xoFeb. 
officers  ser^^ng  in  Kew  South  Wales  are  bound  to  perform  the  officerT 
duties  of  members  of  the  Criminal  Court  whenever  they  shall  be  bound  to 
duly  summoned  for  that  purpose.      As  it  is  necessary  that  this  Criminal 
point  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  fully  understood,  it  will  be  Court. 
proper  that  you  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  assembling 
such  officers  as    may,    on  your  receipt  of  this,    be  within   your 
government,  and  that  you  should  explain  to  them  the  opinion  enter- 
tained upon  this  subject,  in  order  that  any  difficulties  of  the  nature 
which  have  heretofore  taken  place  may  in  future  be  prevented.! 

The  sending  Major  Ross  to  Norfolk  Island,  under  all  the  existing  xorfoik 
circumstances,  appeal's  to  have  been  a  judicious  measure,  though  i^'and. 
it  had  the  effect  of  depriving  Mr.  King  of  the  authority  with  which 
he  had  been  vested,  and  which  he  had  exercised  with  so  much 
advantage  to  the  public  service.  It  will,  I  am  persuaded,  he  a 
satisfaction  to  you  to  know  that  he  will  immediately  retui'n  to 
New  South  Wales,  and  that  his  exertions  for  the  public  service 
have  not  passed  unnoticed.  J 

I  have  already  conveyed  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  with 
respect  to  the  return  of  Major  Ross  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  marine  coi'ps  under  his  command,  to  which  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  add,  that  it  has  been  judged  expedient  that  the  detach- 
ment of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  originally  intended  to  ac-  n.s.  Wales 
company  Major  Grose  in  the  Gorgon,  should  assist  in  guarding  Coi-ps. 
the  convicts  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you.  No.  9,  whicli  have 
since  been   increased  by  clearing  the  gaols  in  Ireland  to  about 
2,050,  all  of  whom  will,   I  expect,  be  embarked  on   board  the  2,050 
several  transports  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  list,§  and  will  proceed  (°""*^g^j^^. 
on  their  voyage  in  the   course   of   the   present  montli.      It  will  out. 
therefore  be  proper  that  you  should  detain  the  Gorgon  until  the 
arrival  of  the  principal  part  of  those  ships,  and  until  the  arrival 
either  of  Lieut. -Governor  King  (who  will  take  his  passage  in  the  Adequate 
Gorgon,  if  he  can  get  ready  in  time,  or  in  one  of  the  convict-sliips)  ["[.gg'^t^  ^^^ 
or  of  Major  Grose,  as,  without  the  assistance  of  the  force  which  kept, 
those  ships  contain,  the  colony  may  be  exposed  to  risque. || 

I  enclose  herewith  an  account  of  the  provisions,  clothing,  hospital  Provisions 
stores,  medicines,  implements,   &.c.,  put  on  board  tlie  transports 
above  mentioned,  by  which  you  will  also  I'eceive  sucli  parts  of  the 
Guardian's  cargo  as  may  be  found  serviceable,  which  the  Gorgon 
may  not  be  able  to  take  on  board. 

The  number  of  troops  of  whicli  the  present  establishment  of  ^"^"'j®"*"" 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  consists  appearing  to  be  insufficient  n.  s.  w 


Corps. 


*  Post,  pp.  462-463.  +  The  report  was  ina<le  public  by  Philli)).     Post,  p.  5S7. 

}  Tliis  refers  to  the  appointment  of  King-,  who  was  then  in  London,  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governorship  of  Norfolk  island. 
§  Post,  p.  40.3. 
II  Major  Urose  did  not  sail  till  July.     He  arrived  at  Sydney  in  the  Pitt,  14th  Feb.,  1792. 
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1791  for  all  the  necessary  purposes,  it  has  been  determined  that  two 
15  Feb  additional  companies  should  forthwith  be  raised.  Those  com- 
panies will,  I  expect,  be  comi:)leted,  and  be  in  a  cei'tain  state  of 
discipline  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  April  next,  by  wliich 
time  the  Spring  Assizes  will  have  closed,  and  such  convicts  as 
shall  then  be  sentenced  for  transportation  will  be  sent  away.  The 
number,  including  those  who  will  be  left  behind  on  the  departure 
of  the  ships  now  under  dispatch,  who  have  more  than  three  years 
to  serve,  as  it  is  supposed,  will  amount  to  about  450,  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  Major  Grose  and  the  two  companies  above  men- 
tioned. I  am,  &c., 

Grenville. 
[Enclosure] 
The  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor-General  to  Lord 

Grenville. 
My  Lord,  Lincoln's  Inn,  15th  Feb'y,  1791. 

In  pursuance  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  15th  of  this 
instant  (February),  inclosing  despatches  from  Governor  Phillip, 
dated  Sydney  Cove,  the  5th  June,  1789,*  desiring  that  we  will 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  report  to  you  foi'  his 
Majesty's  information  our  opinion  whether  any  six  officers  of  his 
Majesty's  forces  by  sea  or  land,  being  summoned  by  precept  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Governor  or  (in  case  of  his  absence  or 
Criminal  death)  Lieut.-Gov'r  of  New  South  Wales  to  convene  as  members 
of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Judicature  those  ordained  and  appointed 
by  his  Majesty's  Royal  Letters  Patent,  they,  or  any  of  them,  may 
lawfully  refuse  to  obey  such  precepts, — 

We  luive  taken  the  same  into  our  consideration,  and  we  humbly 
certify  that  his  Majesty  by  his  Royal  Letters  Patent  has,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  Act   of   Parliament  passed  in  the  twenty-seventh 
year  of  his  reign,  intituled  "An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
The  Act        establish  a  Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  on  the  Eastern  Coast  of 
the%ourt."^   New  South  Wales  and  the  parts  adjacent,"  willed,  ordained,  and 
appointed  that  the  Coui't  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  (thereby  estab- 
S°cour"*'°"  Wished)  should  consist  of  the  Judge- Advocate  for  the  time  being, 
together  with  six  officers  of  his  Majesty's  sea  and  land  service  as 
the  Governor,  &c.,  should,  by  precept  issued  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  convene  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose.     And  we  are  of 
opinion  that,  although  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,   military 
officers  alone  (excepting  the  Judge-Advocate)  are  to  exercise  the 
functions  both  of  jurymen  and  judges,    yet  that  they   are  not 
Officers  in      acting  in  a  military  capacity,  or  to  be  called  to  that  service  by 
capacity        military  orders,  but  are  performing  a  duty  purely  civil  as  military 
uui!<tact.      2;)ersons  in  many  other  cases  do  in  assistance  of  the  civil  magis- 
tracy.    And  we  also  think  that  a  military  officer  serving  in  New 
South  Wales  is  bound  to  perform  the  duty  of  a  member  of  the 
Criminal  Court  when  duly  summoned  for  that  purpose  by  precept 

"  Ante,  pp.  236-247. 
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under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Governor,  ite. ;  and  will  l)e  guilty       1791 
of  a  misdemeanor  by  refusing  to  perform  a  duty  imposed  upon     15  Feb. 
him  by  the  King's  authority  derived  from  an  Act  of  Parliament  Refusal  to 
passed  for  the  purpose   of  fjivinsc  that  authority.      We  should,  «'*»  mis- 
howeA'er,   conceive  that  persons  of    the  liberal  principles  Avhich 
belong  to  the  character  of  military  officers,  and  who  must  know 
that  the  whole  criminal  justice  of  the  settlement  will  stand  still  if 
they  should  refuse  to  serve  in  the  Criminal  Court,  would  be  too 
much  influenced  by  a  sense  of  the  service  which  they  can  render 
to  their  country  by  performing  this  civil  function,  in  addition,  to  ^nd  du*t*^° 
their  military  duty,  to  render  it  necessary  to  remind  them  of  the 
nature  of  their  duty  in  this  instance,  as  pointed  out  by  charter  and 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  your  Lordship's  consideration. 

A.  Macdonald. 

John  Scott. 
[Enclosure.] 

List  of  transport  vessels  provided  by  Messrs.  Camden,  Calvert,  Transports. 
and  King,  agreeably  to  a  contract  made  by  them  with  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for  the  conveyance  of  convicts 
to  New  South  Wales,  1st  February,  1791. 


Vessels'  Names. 

No.  Convicts  to  each. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Queen  (Ireland) 

175 
220 
188 
152 
230 
160 
275 

300 
175 

25 
i50 

200 
220 
188 
152 
230 
160 
275 
150 
300 
175 

Atlantic    

William  and  Ann 

Britannia     

Matilda    

Salamander    

Albemarle   

Marv  Ann     .       ...             

Barrin^on 

Active 

1,875 

175 

2,050 

Lord  Grenville  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  19th  Feby.,  1791.  i9Feb. 

Lord  Sydney  has  transmitted  to  me  a  private  letter  which 
his  Lordsliip  lias  received  from  you  by  Lieutenant  King,  wherein 
you  liave  expressed  a  desire  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  England.  Phillip's 
I  am  much  concerned  that  this  situation  of  your  private  aftairs  ret^x,ni.*' 
should  have  been  such  as  to  render  this  application  necessary  at 
a  time  wlien  your  .services  in  New  South  Wales  are  so  extremely 
important  to  the  public. 

T  cannot,  therefore,  refrain  from  expressing  my  earnest  hope  Post- 
that  you   may  have  it  in  your  power  so  to   arrange  your  private  suggested. 
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23  Feb 


25  Feb. 


Detention  of 


concerns  that  you  may  be  able,  witliout  material  inconvenience, 
to  continue  in  your  Government  for  a  short  time  longer. 

From  the  zeal  which  you  have  at  all  times  manifested  for  the 
public  service,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  you  will  readily  accede 
to  this  proposal,  and  I  shall  therefore  only  add,  that  as  soon  as 
your  presence  in  the  Colony  can  be  dispensed  with,  you  may  be 
assured  that  everything  on  my  part  will  be  done  to  contribute  to 
your  accommodation.  I  am,  &c., 

Grenville. 

Sir  George  Yonge  to  Major  Grose. 

Sir,  W.O.,  23rd  February,  1791. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acq't  you  that  the  King  has  been 
pleased  to  order  that  the  New  So'  Wales  Corps  shall  be  augmented 
by  the  addition  of  two  comp's  of  the  same  numbers  as  those  on  the 
present  establishment  of  the  corps,  except  that  one  of  the  comp's 
is  to  be  commanded  by  a  second  major,  who  is  to  obtain  his 
appointment  on  the  condition  of  contributing  live  hundred  pounds 
towards  the  expence  of  this  levy.  The  rest  of  the  officers  are  left 
to  your  nomination  upon  the  same  conditions  and  under  the  same 
restrictions  as  were  prescribed  in  your  original  letter  of  service. 
With  that  aid,  and  the  levy  money,  at  the  rate  of  three  guineas 
per  man  for  each  approved  recruit,  you  are  to  raise  both  comp's, 
which  must  be  reviewed  and  approved  by  a  general  (or  field) 
officer  at  Chatham  Barr'ks  by  the  10th  of  April  next. 

The  pay  of  the  officers  is  to  commence,  and  their  commissions 
are  to  take  date,  from  the  completion  of  the  two  comp's,  and  the 
pay  of  the  non-commiss'd  officers  and  private  men  will  be  allowed 
from  the  date  of  their  respective  attestations. 

Geo.  Yoxge. 

Warrant  to  Recruit.* 
George  R. 
Whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to  direct  that  two  comp's  shall  be 
forthwith  added  to  our  corps  of  foot  raised  for  service  in  New 
So.  Wales,  under  y'r  c,  and  that  each  of  the  comp's  shall  consist 
of  three  serj's,   3  corp's,  2  drum's,  and   67  private  men  (besides 
comm'd'g  off's),  these  are  to  authorize  you,  by  beat  of  drum  or 
otherwise,  to  raise  so  many  men  in  any  county  or  part  of  our 
kingdom   of  Great  Britain  as  shall  be  wanted  to  complete  the 
said  comp's  to  the  above-mentioned  numbers.      And  all,  &c., 
Given,  &c.,  23rd  Feb'y,  '91,  in  the  31st  year  of  our  reign. 

By  H.M.  command, 

Geo.  Yonge. 

Captain  Parker  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Dr.  Sir,  Gorgon,  Spithead,  2.5th  Feby.,  1891. 

I   trust   the  occasion  of  this  intrusion  on  your  time  will 


the  Gorgon,  admit  of  Sufficient  appology  ;  but  it  is  needless  to  tell  you  that  the 


*  War  Office  copy. 
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Gorgon's  detention  is  not  the  most  pleasing  circumstance  in  this       1791 
advanced  season,  as  it  not  only  will  be  the  means  of  our  having  a      25  Feb. 
winter's  passage  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  New  So'  Wales, 
but  sho'd  we  be  much  later  in  the  season  the  ship  will  be  obliged 
to  go  to  Simon's  Bay  in  place  of  Table  Bay,  to  take  in  the  stores 
preserved  from  the  Guardian  (as  the  flag  is  struck  the  25th  May, 
a  signal  for  no  ship  to  enter  Table  Bay),*  consequently  the  above  Transfer  of 
stores  will  be  obliged  to  be  sent  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  over  land  **°''^^- 
from   the   Cape  Town  to  Simon's  Bay — a  loss  of  time  as  well  as 
expensive.      I  sh'd  esteem  it  a  very  particular  favour  co'd  you  oblige 
me  witha  line  abouttwo  days  before theship  will  be  dispatched  from 
your  office,  as  it  will  be  the  means  of  saving  that  time,  for  pru- 
dence will  not  admit  of  the  ship's  company  being  paid  their  wages 
due  them,  nor  yet  their  two  months'  advance,  until  I  am  positive  Desertion 
she  will  not  be  detain'd  longer,   for  fear  of  desertion,  and  as  I  ^^^'■^*^- 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  getting  my  present  ship's 
company,  I  wo'd  not  willingly  loose  any  of  them,  which  will  be 
impossible  to  hinder  sho'd  any  boats  be  permitted  to  go  on  shore 
after  she  is  paid. 

Fi-om  the  reasons  above  stated,  I  trust  you'l  agree  with  me  that 
the  sooner  we  are  gone  the  better,  as  well  as  point  out  to  you  that 
my  previous  knowledge  a  day  or  two  prior  to  the  ships  meaning 
to  be  dispatched  will  tend  to  the  good  of  the  service. 

I  have,  &c., 
John  Parker. 

GovERXOR  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville 

[Lord  Grenvillej.I 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1st  of  March,  1791.         1  March. 

I  had  the  honour  of  answering  the  letters  I  received  by  the 
Lady  Juliana,  Neptune,  and  Scarborough.  My  last  letters  were 
dated  in  June  and  July,  1790,  and  duplicates  are  sent  by  this 
conveyance. 

The  Supply,  armed  tender,  returned  to  this  port  from  Batavia 
the   18th  of  October,  but  bi-ought  only  eight  months'  provisions 
for  her  own  people  :  what  had  been  purchased  fur  the  colony  did  olThe  sW^^s. 
not  arrive  until  the  17th  of  December. 

The  necessary  repairs  which  the  Supply  required  were  of  such 
a  nature  that  she  was  not  ready  for  sea  before  the  beginning  of 
January;    she  sailed   the   21st,  with  provisions  and   stores   for  Return  of 
Norfolk  Island,  and  carried  orders  for  Captain  Hunter,  with  the  liunterfinm 
officers  and  seamen  who  had  remained  there  after  the  loss  of  the  Norfolk 
Sirius,  to  return  to  this  settlement.     They  arrived  here  the  26th 
of  last  month  [February]. 

*  Table  Bay  is  unsafe  for  whips  during  the  winter  months. 

t  Phillip  was  not  aware  t  hat  Grenville  had  been  raised  to  the  peerage  until  eight  months 
after  this  letter  was  written. 

2  H 
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1791  The  vessel  that  brought  the  provisions  from  Batavia*  being  dis- 

1  March,     charged,  was  ready  to  sail  for  New  Guinea,  as  directed  by  her 

owners  ;  but  the  master  having  offered  to  sell  the  vessel,  or  to  let 

A  Dutch       her  to  hire,  she  was  hired  the  beginning  of  February,  will  carry 

vessel  hired  .   .  J '         ^  j 

'  the  officers  and  men  late  of  the  Sirius  to  England,  and  is  now 
preparing  for  the  voyage. 

This  vessel  was  hired  as  thei'e  was  reason  to  suppose  some 

The  Gorg-on.  accident  had  happened  to  the  Gorgon,  from  the  time  which  had 
passed  since  her  arrival  might  have  been  expected  ;  and  if  unfor- 
tunately that  ship  was  lost,  no  opportunity  might  for  some  time 
offer  to  give  the  necessary  information  as  to  the  supplies  which 

The  stock  of  this  colony  will  want.  The  provisions  in  this  settlement  will  last 
imtil  the  latter  end  of  November  next.  At  Norfolk  Island  the 
pork  will  last  until  the  end  of  November,  and  the  flour  and  rice 
until  the  middle  of  September. 

stores  of  the      \  considerable  part  of  the  stores  belonging  to  the  Sirius,  with 

most  of  the  provisions,  and  all  the  guns,  except  two  carronades, 

were  landed  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  nearly  everything  which  could 

be  saved  was  got  on  shore  before  Captain  Hunter  came  away. 

It   appears  from   the  Lieutenant-Governor's  letters,  copies  of 

Norfolk  which  are  enclosed,!  that  at  the  island,  as  well  as  at  this  settle- 
ment, the  loss  of  the  Guardian  has  been  felt ;  and  from  the 
Deputy-Commissary's  account  it  appeals  that  from  the  15th  of 
May  until  the  beginning  of  August  [1790],  when  the  ships  sent 
from  hence  arrived  there  with  provisions,  the  weekly  ration  had 
been  reduced  to  3  lb.  of  flour  and  \h  lb-  of  beef,  or  17  oz.  of  pork ; 
and  tliat  for  some  time  no  beef  or  pork  had  been  issued  from  the 

Birds  as  store,  the  immense  quantity  of  birds  (puffins)  which  resort  to  that 
island  in  Aj^ril  and  continue  thei'e  until  the  end  of  July  or  the 
beginning  of  August  having  supplied  them  with  animal  food. 
These  birds  burrow  in  the  ground  about  Mount  Pitt,  where  they 
deposit  their  eggs,  and  are  in  such  numbers  that  three  and  four 
thousand  birds  have  been  sometimes  killed  in  one  night. 

As  I  have,  sir,  inclosed  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  letters,  and 
it  is  said  in  one  of  them  "  that  great  discontents  have  prevailed 

compiSn"^^  amongst  the  marines  under  his  command  on  hearing  that  spirits, 
shoes,  and  blankets  had  been  issued  to  the  marines  in  this  settle- 
ment, and  none  sent  to  Norfolk  Island,"  it  may  appear  that  less 
attention  has  been  j^aid  to  that  settlement  than  to  the  one  in 
which  I  reside,  which  is  not  the  case  ;  for  if  ever  there  has  been 
a  want  which  could  not  be  removed  it  has  ever  been  my  wish 
that  it  might  be  -fthere  I  was  myself  I  will  therefore  beg  leave, 
to  detain  you,  sir,  for  a  few  minutes  to  explain  why  sjiirits,  ikc, 
were  issued  at  this  settlement,  and  a  proportion  not  immediately 
sent  to  Norfolk  Island. 

When  the  Lieutenant-Governor  left  this  settlement,  a  full  pro- 
portion of  provisions,  implements  of  husbandry,  and  clothing  were 

*  The  Dutch  snow  Waaksamheyd.  t  Ante,  pp.  434-449. 
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put  on  board  the  Sirius  and  Supply  ;  what  was  lost  in  the  Siiius       ^"^^ 
was  not  very  considerable ;  and  in  June,  when  the  ships  froin     i  March. 
England  arrived  here,  as  I  judged  provisions  would  l)e  the  most  p,.o\^i^ns 
wanted,  two  ships  sailed  with  all  possible  expedition  for  Norfolk  ami  ciothin',' 
Island,  and  carried  as  much  provisions  as  they  could  store.      The  Norfolk 
Supply  followed,  and  carried  provisions,  implements  of  husbandry,  ^slana. 
and  some  clothing.      By  that  vessel  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was 
desired  to  inform  me  what  articles  were  most  wanted,  with  which 
he  was  told  the  Supply  would  return. 

The  spirits  brought  out  for  the  use  of  the  civil  and  militaiy  Spirits. 
had  been  all  expended,  and  the  three  years'  spirits  promised  to  the 
marines  had  not  been  compleated. 

The  Justinian  brought  spirits  for  the  Sirius's  ship's  company  ; 
and  as  that  ship  had  been  occasionally  supplied  with  spirits  horn 
what  had  been  brought  out  for  the  marines,  I  ordered  what  was 
now  sent  out  for  the  seamen  to  be  put  into  the  store,  there  to 
remain  until  the  marines  and  the  seamen  were  to  embark  for 
England ;  for  I  thought  it  better  for  men  to  drink  water  on 
shore  than  at  sea ;  and  it  was  not  probable  that  the  ship  which 
was  to  carry  them  home  would,  on  leaving  this  country,  have 
spirits  on  board  to  serve  such  a  number  of  people  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  These  reasons  were  made  public  ;  but  in  a  short 
time  the  marines  in  this  settlement  made  an  application  through 
their  commanding  officer  that  they  might  have  their  share  served  How  the 
them,  to  which  I  consented.  Three  months'  spirits  were  ordered  [ii*stributed . 
to  be  issued  to  the  civil  and  military  in  this  settlement ;  three 
months  to  be  reserved  for  the  civil  and  military  at  Norfolk  Island ; 
and  three  months  for  the  officers  and  seamen  who  had  remained 
there  after  the  loss  of  the  Sirius.  The  same  pi'oportion  was  given 
to  the  Supply.  I  did  not  send  more  spirits  by  that  vessel  when 
she  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  than  what  I  thought  might  be  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  the  surgeon,  and  to  serve  on  any  particular 
occasion ;  for  that  vessel  was  loaded  with  what  I  deemed  more 
necessary,  and  the  detachment's  return  to  the  settlement  would 
take  place  immediately  after  the  first  ship  arrived. 

The  marines  had  been  at  times  greatly  distressed  for  necessaries, 
and  particularly  for  shoes,  being  occasionally  employed  on  services 
which  destroyed  more  than  the  men  could  afford  to  pay  for,  and 
shoes  had  been  frequently  given  to  those  who  were  the  most  dis- 
tressed. Since  the  arri\al  (jf  the  ships  in  June,  application  was  made 
by  the  senior  officer  of  marines  for  a  supply  of  blankets  and  shoes.  Shoes  and 
for  which  the  Commissary  has  taken  receipts,  in  order  to  their  pay-  '''''"''***■ 
ing  for  what  they  have  received  ;  and  I  certainly  could  not  have 
intended  to  exclude  those  on  duty  at  Norfolk  Island  from  the  same 
advantage,  if  necessary.  Many  of  the  inferior  officers  in  this  colony 
have  had  shoes  and  other  articles  which  were  sent  out  i'nv  tlie  con- 
victs, or  they  must  have  otherwise  been  greatly  distressed. 
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I'^^l  Captain  Hunter,  from  the  time  he  remained  on  the  island,  will 

1  March,     be  able  to  give  you,  sir,  some  information  respecting  the  landing 
there,  which  is  made  better  by  the  seamen  having  removed  some 
loose  rocks  which  lay  in  the  passage  through  the  reef.      That 
No  officer  is  of    the  general   opinion  that  when  a  landing-place  is 

places^         made  at  Cascade  Bay  (on  the  north  side  of  the    island)  boats 
will  always  find  a  tolerably  good  landing  at  one  or  other  of  the 
landing-places,  except  the  weather  is  very  bad. 
^■f"*-  ,  Lieutenant  Bradley*  surveyed  the  island,   and  will  have  the 

survey.         honor  of  delivering  you  a  copy  of  the  survey.      It  may  now  be 
judged  what  number  of  people  the  island  will  be  able  to  sup- 
port. 
Maintenance       The  Lieutenant-Governor's  plan  for  renderins:  the  convicts  in- 

o  T  1"  It  f 

convicts.  dependent  of  the  store  is  enclosed,  f  I  fear,  from  the  information 
I  have  received  from  those  who  have  been  on  the  island  from  the 
time  it  was  first  settled,  and  from  what  I  hear  from  the  officers  of 
the  Sirius,  that  the  time  to  be  allowed  the  convicts  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  answer  the  end  proposed  ;  but  I  have  approved  of  the 
plan,  if  it  can  be  carried  into  execution,  and  have  recommended 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  giving  more  time  to  those  who  are  willing 
to  accept  the  proposals  he  had  made  them,  if  he  finds  it  necessary. 
It  is  certain,  from  the  information  of  every  one  who  has  been  any 
time  on  the  island,  that  all  vegetable  productions  are  in  the  greatest 

Resources  of  abundance,  and  that  the  labour  of  clearing  the  land  is  not  so  arreat 

"\T         f     lb-  ~  ^ 

Island.  by  ^^^'  ^^  what  we  find  it  in  this  settlement ;  and  nothing  prevents 

the  removal  of  all  the  convicts  to  that  place  but  the  difficulty  of 
landing  provisions.  This  I  had  the  honour  of  pointing  out  in  my 
former  letters.  The  island  is  small,  and  it  may  be  supposed  that 
there  are  nearly  as  many  people  in  this  country  as  Norfolk  Island 
would  maintain  if  the  numbers  were  not  to  increase. 

Concessions  Of  those  who  had  been  some  time  on  the  island,  and  who  had 
cleai-ed  land  with  a  view  of  remaining  as  settlers,  but  who  are 
now  come  to  Port  Jackson,  two  marines  belonging  to  the  Sirius, 
who  went  to  the  island  when  it  was  first  settled,  are  to  return ; 
and  as  I  am  sensible  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  maintain 
themselves  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  as  the  present 
season  for  sowing  grain  will  be  passed  before  they  can  get  any 
ground  cleared  and  prepared  to  receive  it,  I  have  found  it  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  retain  some  useful  men  in  the  colony,  to  deviate 
from  the  instructions  I  have  received  on  that  head,  which  I  hope 
will  be  appi'oved  of.  What  I  granted  to  the  two  marines  I  have 
thought  necessary  to  grant  to  eight  seamen,  late  belonging  to  the 
Sirius,  as  they  will  be  useful  men  when  ships  are  landing  provi- 
sions and  stores. 

Sixty  acres  Each  person  is  to  have  sixty  acres  of  land  ;  half  an  acre  is  to 
be  cleared,  and  huts  built  for  them.  They  are  to  be  maintained 
eighteen  months  from  the  public  store,  and  some  cloathing  is  to  be 

*  First  Lieutenant  of  H.M.S.  Sirius.  f  Ante,  p.  445. 
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given  them,  with  the  necessary  quantity  of  grain  for  seed,  tools,        1791 
and  implements  of  husbandry,  with  such  a  pi'oportion  of  poultry     i  March. 
and  hogs  as  the  settlement  can  alford. 

You  will,  sir,  be  pleased  to  determine  the  quantity  of  land  to  Tenns  of 
be  granted  on  Norfolk  Island  to  future  settlers.     From  the  rich-  af  Nono?k 
ness  of  the  soil,  and  the  island's  being  so  very  small,  I  presume  island. 
the  quantity  of  ground  as  determined  in  the  instructions  to  be 
given  to  the  marines  and  convicts  who  may  become  settlers  will 
be  thought  too  great. 

I  suppose,  from  the  information  of  others,  that  the  island  may  8,oooor 9,000 
contain  from  eight  to  nine  thousand  acres  of  ground  that  can  be  arable  land. 
cultivated. 

Two  seamen  who  are  desirous  of  becoming  settlers  at  this  place  saiior 
will  likewise  be  supported  from  the  public  store  for  eighteen  settlers. 
months  ;  and  from  their  having  been  very  industrious  while  on 
Norfolk  Island,  I  hope  they  will  be  able  to  support  themselves  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time. 

I  shall  not  deviate  from  the  additional  instructions  relative  to  instructions 
settlers*  in  future,  unless  it  should  be  particularly  pointed  out  as  o"gg|?®e(i 
necessary  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for  those  marines  now  at 
Norfolk  Island  who  wish  to  settle  there ;  and  when  the  relief 
takes  place  it  is  probable  that  it  may  at  a  season  so  far  favorable  to 
them  that  a  year's  support  from  the  public  store  may  be  fully  suffi- 
cient. The  necessary  instructions  relative  to  such  of  the  marines 
as  might  wish  to  become  settlers  were  sent  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  and  by  his  returns  it  appears  that  seven  men  belonging 
to  the  detachment  now  on  duty  on  the  island  wish  to  remain 
there. 

The  crops  of  corn  at  Norfolk  Island  have  this  year  been  nearly  The  crops, 
destroyed  by  the  caterpiller  and  grub ;  but  I  am  told  that  is  not 
the  case  when  the  grain  is  put  into  the  ground  at  an  earlier  season, 
and  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  informs  me  will  be  attended 
to  in  future.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

GovERXOR  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville 

[Lord  Grenville]. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  4th  March,  179L         4  March. 

To  the  information  I  had  tlie  honor  of  giving  you  in  my 
letters  Ijy  the  ships  which  sailed  from  hence  in  July  last  I  have  little 
to  add  respecting  the  state  of  this  colony.  The  supply  of  provisions  state  of  the 
brought  by  those  ships  enabled  us  once  more  to  proceed  with  the  °"'**">- 
public  Imildings,  and  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  land.  Tln-ee 
stores,  sufficient  to  contain  two  years'  provisions  for  the  settlement, 
are  built  here  and  at  Rose  Hill ;  they  are  of  brick,  and  tiled,  so  that 
we  are  no  longer  under  any  apprehensions  of  an  accident  from  fire. 

*  Ante,   p.  256-258. 
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4  March. 

Buildings. 


Distribution 
of  convicts. 


Drought. 


Crops 
suffering'. 


Death  of 
Dodd. 


Settlers 
necessary. 


A  barrack  is  likewise  finished  at  Rose  Hill  for  an  liundi-ecl  men, 
and  the  officers'  barracks  will  be  finished  by  the  end  of  May,  im- 
mediately after  which  barracks  for  officers  and  men  will  be  began 
at  this  place.  The  want  of  limestone  still  obliges  us  to  confine  our 
buildings  to  a  certain  height,  for  although  the  clay  is  of  a  strong, 
binding  nature,  we  cannot  with  safety  carry  the  walls  of  those 
)iuildings  more  tlian  twelve  feet  above  the  ground,  as  the  rains  are 
at  times  very  heavy,  and  should  they  come  on  before  the  clay  is 
thoroughly  dry,  the  walls  would  be  in  danger  from  the  great  weight 
of  the  roof.  In  their  present  state  they  ^^dll,  however,  stand  for  a 
great  number  of  years. 

All  the  convicts  at  Rose  Hill  are  now  in  good  huts,  and  what 
convicts  may  be  sent  out  in  future  will  be  employed  there,  those 
excepted  who  may  be  sent  to  Norfolk  Island.  At  Sydney  no 
more  convicts  will  be  kept  than  what  are  necessary  for  carrying 
on  the  public  buildings,  and  as  servants  to  those  to  whom  Govern- 
inent  grants  that  indulgence. 

From  June  until  the  present  time  so  little  rain  has  fallen  that 
most  of  the  runs  of  water  in  the  different  parts  of  this  harbour 
have  been  dried  up  for  several  months,  and  the  run  which  supplies 
this  settlement  is  greatly  reduced,  but  still  sufficient  for  all  culinary 
purposes.  At  Rose  Hill,  although  the  brook  is  greatly  reduced, 
tlie  run  is  sufficient  for  any  number  of  people,  and  there  are  still 
several  large  ponds  of  good  water  in  dilferent  parts  of  the  country, 
where  I  have  propo.-se(l  fixing  settlers.  I  do  not  think  it  probable 
that  so  dry  a  season  often  occurs.  Our  crops  of  corn  liave  sufiered 
greatly  from  the  dry  weather,  although  they  turn  out  better  than 
were  expected  ;  but  in  losing  the  man  mentioned  in  my  last  letters 
as  tlie  perso]!  who  had  the  directing  the  convicts'  labour  at  Rose 
Hill*,  and  who  was  the  only  person  in  this  settlement  equal  to  that 
charge,  the  settlement  has  sustained  a  great  loss.  On  his  death 
I  appointed  one  of  the  superintendents  in  his  place,  who  is  a  good 
farmer ;  but,  sir,  the  directing  the  labour  of  the  convicts  in  culti- 
vating a  country  such  as  this  will  seldom  be  done  to  any  effect 
but  by  those  who  are  immediately  interested  in  the  labour  of  those 
they  have  under  their  care.  It  requires  greater  exertion  and  a 
closer  attendance  to  the  convicts  to  draw  any  very  great  advantage 
from  their  labour  than  what  every  man,  though  willing,  may  be 
capable  of,  and  much  more  than  the  geiierality  of  men  feel  tliem- 
selves  bound  to  give  for  a  salary  of  forty  or  fifty  pounds  a  year ; 
and,  after  three  years'  expei'ience,  I  am  not  only  fully  persuaded 
tliat  the  sending  out  settlers,  amongst  whom  the  greatest  part  of 
the  convicts  should  be  distributed  and  supported  by  Government 
for  a  certain  time,  on  some  such  plan  as  proposed  in  my  former 

*  Henry  Edward  Dodd.  He  came  out  from  England  as  Phillip's  servant.  He  was  in 
charge  of  the  Government  farm,  and  had  100  men  under  liis  control.  He  was  the  only 
capable  sniierintendoit  in  the  settlement. 
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letters,  is  necessary,  but  T  am  persuaded  that  a  large  body  of  con-        ^''^^ 
victs  on  the  account  of  Government  will  not   answer  any   good     i  March. 
purpose  until  the  country  can  support  itself. 

The  convict,  however,  must  be  fed,  and  to  him  it  is  very  imma-  Convicts 
terial  at  what  expence.  Tlie  person  I  have  now  appointed  to  '""''  ^^  '^  ' 
direct  the  convicts'  labour  will  Avant  some  assistance — and  I  have 
in  a  former  letter  requested  that  a  proper  person  might  be  sent 
out  to  be  charged  witli  the  cultivation  of  the  ground  and  the 
collecting  and  distributing  the  grain.  Something  more  than  a 
common  farmer  will  be  necessary,  if  the  convicts  are  to  be  con- 
tinued on  the  account  of  the  Crown. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  make  the  necessary  returns  of 
stores  and  provisions ;  and  I  hope  the  speedy  arrival  of  ships 
from  England  will  prevent  the  reducing  the  present  ration,  which 
is  far  from  being  so  satisfactory  as  the  established  ration  would 
be.  There  are  neither  pease  nor  butter  in  the  colony,  nor  any  stores  ^ 
spirits,  except  the  remains  of  what  was  sent  out  for  the  use  of  short."" 
the  Sirius.  I  know  not  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  allow  spirits  to  the  new  corps,  raised  for  the  service  of 
tliis  country,  and  to  the  civil  department,  or  not.  The  flour 
brought  from  Batavia  is  full  one-sixth  bran,  though  purchased 
at  an  excessi\e  price,  and  the  rice  is  bad.  You  will,  sir,  readily 
conceive  that  where  inconveniences  are  felt,  which  are  not  met 
with  in  the  common  course  of  service,  if  despondency  and  "discon- 
tent once  take  place,  they  spread,  and  are  not  easily  removed. 

The  Provost-Mai'shal  appointed  in  England  having  never  ap-  Provost- 
peared,  the  necessity  of  such  an  ofticer  has  made  me  detain  Mr.  ^i^-^siiai. 
Henry  Brewer,  late  midshipman  of  the  Sirius.      He  has  acted  as 
ProAost-Marshal  three  years,  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him 
for  the  appointment. 

Two  small  pieces  of  cloth,  made  at  Norfolk,  ai^e  forwarded  with  Norfolk 

,.  ,^  1,1-1-  ■       T   c  ,1  -ill.  Island  cloth. 

my  dispatches,  and  the  letter  I  received  trom  the  superintendant 

who  was  sent  there  to  attend  particularly  to  tlie  cultivation  of  the 

flax-plant,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  tliere  are  some  articles 

necessary  which  we  cannot  make  in  this  country,  the  want  of  which, 

and  not  having  any  oil  wlien  the  flax  was  dressed,  is,  I  am  told,  tlie 

reason  the  cloth  is  so  very  indilierent.     A  quantity  of  flax-seed  is 

likewise  sent  home. 

At  Rose  Hill,  two   hundred  and  thirteen  acres  will  be  sown  Farming  at 
t  his  year.      The  progress  made  in  agriculture  since  last  June  has  ^^"'^^  "'"• 
been  consideraljle  ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  enabled,  by  the  arrival 
of  the  necessary  supplies  of  provisions,  to  continue  our  labours. 

Black  cattle   are  mucli  wanted,  and  for  the  security  of  which  Black  cattle 
iiiclosures  have  been  made,  and  the  timber  tliinned  on  the  ground,  ^^''">icd. 
so  that  we  shall  not  in  futui-e  risk  their  loss. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  will,  I  presume,  be  replaced,  and  the 
Supply,  armed  tender,  relieved,  as  the  repairs  that  vessel  will  soon 
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4  March. 


Two  ships 
necessarj'. 

Guard-ship, 


stand  in  need  of  cannot  well  be  given  in  this  country.  I  there- 
fore beg  leave  to  observe  that  two  ships  will  be  necessary  for  the 
station,  and  that  the  most  useful  will  be  from  three  to  four 
hundred  tons  burthen. 

The  want  of  two  small  vessels  has  been  mentioned  in  my 
former  letters. 

The  guard-ship  mentioned  in  my  former  letters  would  be  very 
convenient ;  but  there  is  not  that  necessity  for  such  a  ship  at 
present  as  there  was  when  I  made  the  request. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 


5  March. 


Expirees. 


Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville 

[Lord  Grenville]. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  March  5th,  1791. 

In  my  former  letters  I  have  requested  instructions  relative 
to  those  convicts  who  say  that  the  terms  for  which  they  were  sen- 
tenced are  expired,  and  who,  refusing  to  become  settlers,  desire 
to  return  to  England.  To  compel  these  people  to  remain  may  be 
attended  with  unpleasant  consequences  ;  for  they  must  be  made 
to  work,  if  fed  from  the  publick  store  :  and  if  permitted  to  be 
their  own  masters,  they  must  rob,  for  they  have  no  other  way  to 
support  themselves. 

The  language  they  hold  is,  that  the  sentence  of  the  law  has 
been  carried  into  execution,  that  they  are  free  men,  and  wish  to 
A  difflcuiti'.  return.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  when  the  sentences  of  any 
of  the  convicts  expire  who  came  out  in  the  first  ships.  Many  of 
these  people  would  find  a  passage  to  China  in  the  ships  which 
stop  here,  if  those  ships  were  permitted  to  receive  them  on  board  ; 
but  here  are  many,  whose  sentences  are  said  to  be  expired,  that 
no  ship  would  receive,  aged  and  infirm. 

Three  or  four  convicts  offer  themselves  as  soldiers. 

I  hope,  sir,  to  receive  your  instructions  on  this  head  by  the 
first  ships  ;  for  though  there  has  been  no  very  great  impropriety 
in  the  conduct  of  any  of  those  who  say  the  time  is  expired  for 
which  they  were  sentenced,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they 
will  become  troublesome  as  their  numbers  increase.  Since  my 
last  letters,  two  convicts  have  been  emancipated — one  from  his 
very  meritorious  behaviour  and  the  great  service  he  has  rendered 
the  colony  by  his  own  labour,  and  by  instructing  others,  in  the 
business  of  a  bricklayer. 

The  other  was  particularly   recommended  by  the  Lieutenant- 


Convicts  as 
soldiers. 


Emanci- 
pated con- 
victs 

allowed  to 
return  to 
England. 


Governor  as  having  been  the  means 


of  saving  the  Sirius  from 


being  burned,  after  that  ship  went  on  shore.       Both  these  men 
will  be  permitted  to  return  to  England.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  IIox.  W.  W.  Grenville         ^"^^^ 
Sir,  [Lord  Grenville].*  March. 

The  increase  of  people  in.  the  colony,  and  two  surgeons 
being  requisite  at  Norfolk  Island,  having  made  it  necessary  to 
appoint  an  additional  assistant-sui'geon,  the  surgeon's  first  mate 
of  his  Majesty's  late  ship  Sirius,  Mr.  Thomas  Jamison,  having 
acted  in  that  capacity  from  the  time  the  island  was  settled  in 
March,  1788,  until  February,  1791,  whose  good  conduct  and  Assistant 
knowledge  in  his  profession  gave  him  a  claim,  is  appointed  by  fam-go" 
Commission,  dated  the  4th  of  March,  1791,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  for  a  confirmation  of  the  Commission  I  have  siven 
him  as  assistant-surgeon  to  this  territory,  and  for  such  a  gratuity 
for  his  three  years'  attendance  to  the  duty,  pi-ior  to  his  appoint- 
ment, as  he  may  be  deemed  to  merit.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Lord  Chatham  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.      (Banks  Papers.)! 

Sir,  Admiralty,  March  9th,  1791.         search. 

I  received  the  favor  of  your  letter,  and  in  consequence 
will  lose  no  time  in  giving  the  necessary  directions  for  preparing 
a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  the  expedition  to  procure  the  bread-  The 
fruit.  I  have  not  lately  seen  Captain  Bligh,  but  I  trust  his  health  expedition, 
is  enough  re-established  to  undertake  this  service.  I  have  sent  to 
desire  to  see  him,  in  order  to  concert  with  him  what  sort  of  vessel 
may  be  best  adapted  to  the  object  in  view.  J 

Tlie  idea  you  suggest  of  a  tender  to  accompany  him  certainly 
appears  highly  proper.  I  am,  &c., 

Chatham. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Lieutenant  Ball. 
Sir,  10th  March,  1791.        lo  March. 

I    received    on  the  20th    of   Dec'r  by  Lieut.    King,    and 
immediately  communicated  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y, 
your  letter  of  the  29th  July  last,  enclosing  a  journal  of   your 
passage  from  Poi't  Jackson,  and  an  account  of  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  armed  tender  under  your  command,  together  with  a  The 
copy  of  the  orders  you  had  received  from  Gov'r  Phillip,  and  in-  ^"PP'^'' 
forming  their  Lordships  of  your  arrival  at  Batavia,  of  your  having 
obtained  an  order  from  the  Governor  and  Council  there  to  freight 
a  vessel  with  provisions  for  the  colony  at  Port  Jackson,  and  of 
your  intention  to  return  again  tliither  in  eight  or  ten  days  ;  and,  in 
return,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  Lieut.  Ball's 
they  approve  of  your  proceedings,  and  to  observe  to  you  that  the  V'»''''=^«<^'"s:8- 

*  Undated.    Written  about  5th  March,  1791. 
t  Endorsed  by  Sir  Joseph  Hanks  :  "  Ld.  Chatham,  March  9,  '91." 

tThe  J?ouiit.v,  whioh  was  seized  by  mutineers  when  in  command  of  Captain  Blifrh,  had 
been  fitted  out  to  carry  the  bread-fruit  tree  from  the  Society  Islands  to  the  West  Indies.  The 
expedition  having,'  failed,  another  was  undertaken,  which  ])ro\  ed  successful.  The  I'rovidence, 
a  28f,'un  ship  was  chosen  for  the  service,  and  the  connnand  yiven  to  lilijjh. 
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10  March. 

A  re- 
discovery. 


A  dormant 
commission. 

Criminal 
Courts  at 

Norfolk 
Island. 


Clergyman. 
Live  stock. 


12  March. 

Judge- 
Advocate. 

Law-books. 
Clergyman. 


12  March. 


N.  S.  Wales 
Corps. 


Augmenta- 
tion. 


land  you  fell  in  with,  and  which  in  your  journal  is  called  Ball's 
Maiden  Land,  had  been  before  discovered  by  Messrs.  Surville  and 
Bougainville,  as  well  as  by  Lieut.  Shortland  on  his  return  from 
New  So.  Wales.  I  am,  etc., 

P.S. 

Memo,  by  Lieutenant-Governor  King.* 

10th  March,  1791. 
If  Governor  Phillip  should  be  dead  when  I  arrive  at  Port  Jackson, 
and  Major  Ross  should  not  choose  to  give  up  the  government 
of  Norfolk  Island  and  come  home.     In  that  case  ought  I  not  to 
have  a  dormant  commission  to  superceed  Major  Ross  ? 

A  certain  number  of  officers  should  be  stationed  at  Norfolk 
Island  to  compose  the  criminal  courts  ;  and  as  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  a  president,  who  is  to  perform  that  office  ?  and  whoever 
it  is,  a  sett  of  common-form  law  books  should  be  furnished. 

If  I  may  hold  out  any  encouragement  to  a  person  to  officiate 
as  a  clergyman  untill  one  arrives  1 

Cannot  tlie  transports  be  ordered  to  take  on  board  a  proportion 
of  stock  from  the  Cape,  or  the  Rio  de  Janeiro,  if  any  of  them 
should  touch  there  ?  

Memo,  by  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 

12th  March,  1791. 
As  the  precept  for  assembling  the  criminal  court  on  Norfolk  Isl'd 
is  to  come  from  Port  Jackson,  who  is  to  preside  at  that  court 
as  the  Judge- Advocate  'i   because  the  Act  says  the  court  is   to 
consist  of  the  T>y.  Judge- Advocate  and  six  officers. 

Some  copies  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  a  sett  of  law  books 
will  be  necessary. 

-As  it  will  be  necessary  for  someone  to  officiate  as  a  clergyman, 
may  I  hold  out  any  hope  of  a  person  officiating  as  such  that  he 
will  have  any  advantage  from  it  ? 


Lord  Grenville  to  The  Secretary  at  War. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  12th  March,  1791. 

His  Majesty  having  judged  it  expedient  that  the  strength 
of  the  corps  wliich  had  been  raised  for  service  in  New  South 
Wales  should  be  inci'eased  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  enclosed 
estimate,!  I  have  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to  desire  you 
will  take  the  necessary  means  for  that  purpose. 

The  vessels  which  are  intended  for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops 
composing  this  augmentation  will  be  ready  to  proceed  with  them 
to  New  Soutli  Wales  early  in  the  month  of  April,  by  which  time 
it  is  hoped  they  will  be  ready  to  embark.  I  am,  ifec, 

Grenville. 

*  King  was  promoted  on  the  2nd  March,  1791,  from  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy  to 
that  of  Commander, 
t  The  enclosure  is  not  available. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens.  17S1 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14  March. 

Sir,  '  14tli  March,  1791. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of 
my  Lords  Connnissioners  of  the  Achniralty,  that  the  return  of  the 
Supply,  armed  tender,  from   Batavia,  having  put  it  in  my  power 
to  send  for  the  officers  and  seamen  who  had  remained  on  Norfolk 
Island  after  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  they  were  sent  Theorewof 
for  accordingly  ;  and  as  so  many  months  had  passed  since  I  had  ^^'^  Smus. 
reason   to    expect  the    Gorgon  to   ai-rive,  that  I   concluded   the 
destination  of  that  ship  had  been  changed,  or  that  some  accident 
had  befallen  her,    the  Dutch  vessel   that  bought  the  provisions 
from   Batavia  was  hired  to  carry  them  to  England.      She  Avas  Transport  to 
taken  into  the  service  as  a  transport  the  7th  of  February,  1791.    ^"=''*"'^- 

The  Supply  lost  five  men  in  the  voyage,  and  left  six  in  the 
hospital  at  Batavia.  Mr.  Newton  Fowell,  who  I  had  appointed 
second  lieutenant  of  the  Sirius  (when  Lieutenant  King  was  sent 
to  Norfolk  Island),  and  the  gunner  of  the  Sirius,  likewise  died  on  Death  of 
the  voyage.  Both  these  officers  were  to  have  been  landed  at 
Norfolk  Island  had  the  Supply  made  it  in  her  passage  to  Batavia. 
The  gunner  had  been  left  sick  when  the  Sirius  sailed. 

Since  the  loss  of  the  Sirius,  the  purser,  Mr.  John  Palmer,  has  Pahncr  and 
been  appointed  Commissary,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Jamison,  who  was  *  *""^'*"- 
surgeon's  first  mate  of  the  Sirius,  to  be  an  assistant  surgeon  to 
the    colony.      Two    petty    officers    remain,    the    one    as    provost- 
marshal,  the  other  as  a  storekeeper  ;  two  marines  and  ten  seamen 
have  been  received   as  settlers,  and  two  remain  employed  in  the 
colony.      They  are  all  discharged  from  that  ship's  books.      Lieut. 
George  William  Maxwell,  who  my  former  letters  mention  having  Maxwell, 
been  superceded  as  being  insane,  and  in  which  state  he  still  con- 
tinues, returns  to  England  in  the  transport  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  their  Lordships  for  a  confirmation  of  the  commis- 
sion he  has  received,  M)/.  Henry  Waterhouse,  who  was  appointed  Watcrhouse. 
to  act  as  third  lieutenant  of  the  Sirius,  when  Lieut.  Maxwell  was 
discharged  from  that  ship. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Edgar  and  Mr.  Richard  Ayley  [Alley],  who 
were   sent   out   in   the  Lady  Juliana,   transport,   and  Mr.  John 
Turnpennv  Altree,  who  came  out  as  surgeon  in  one  of  the  trans-  officers 
ports  that  left   England  in  May,   1787,  and  who  has  been  since  Kngiand. 
employed  at  Norfolk  Island,  returns  to  England  in  this  transport. 

Their  Lordships  will,  I  presume,  have  ordered  the  Sii-ius  to 
be  replaced,  and  as  from  the  carpenter's  report  of  the  Supply's 
defect,  which  is  inclosed,  it  is  pi-obabh;  that  vessel  will  be  ordered 
to  England,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  two  ships  will  be  requisite  Two  war- 
for  the  service  of  this  colony,  and  that  the  most  useful  would  required. 
be  ships  of  from  three  to  four  hundred  tons  burthen,  with  flush 
decks. 
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1791 

14  llarch. 

Survey  of 

Norfolk 

Island. 


Huuter. 


The 
marines. 


I  have  in  my  fomier  letter's  mentioned  how  very  useful  two  small 
schooners  would  be  in  this  country. 

Lieutenant  Bradley  has  surveyed  Norfolk  Island,  and  will 
deliver  a  copy  of  his  survey  to  the  Board.  That  officer  left 
England  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Sirius,  and  as  the  first  lieu- 
tenants on  the  different  stations  have  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  master  and  commander,  I  hope  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased 
to  think  his  services  in  tliis  country  deserving  that  favour  which 
has  been  shewn  to  others.  Captain  Hunter  will  be  able  to  give 
their  Lordships  any  information  tliey  may  desire  respecting  this 
and  the  adjacent  harbours  or  Norfolk  Island. 

The  state  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply, 
and  returns  of  the  detachment  of  marines  doing  duty  in  this 
colony,  are  enclosed.* 

Those  marines  who  had  belonged  to  the  Sirius  are  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  detachment  (the  two  excepted  who  had  become 
settlers),  by  which  means  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  drummers  which  were  fixed  when  the  detachment  left 
England  is  increased  by  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  and  one 
drummer ;  but  which  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  doing,  as  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  detachment  thought  they  would  not 
otherwise  be  amenable  to  a  court-martial.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14th  March,  1791. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  purser  of  his  Majesty's 
late  ship  Sirius  having  since  the  loss  of  that  ship  been  appointed 
Commissary  to  this  colony,!  I  have  directed  Mr.  Walker,  who 
acted  as  captain's  clerk  on  board  the  Sirius  from  the  arrival  of 
that  sliip  in  this  country,  to  take  charge  of  the  provisions  and 
cloathing  put  on  board  the  Waaksamheyd,  transport,  for  the  use 
of  tlie  Sirius's  late  ship's  company  in  their  passage  to  England. 

I  have,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Lieutenant  Menzies  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.      (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir  Joseph,  Discovery,  Falmouth,  March  14th,  1791. 

I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  before  we  left  Portsmouth,  but 

said   nothing  relative   to   my   mess,  as  I   was  then  in  hopes  that 

cap^t"'^^"^*'^  Capt.  Vancouver's  i)resence  might  bring  the  business  to  a  more 

Vancouver,    favourable  settlement.     On  the  contrary,  I  found  he  was  as  averse 

as  any  of  the  rest  to  submit  it  to  the  arbitration  of  any  impartial 

judge  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  the  Navy.      In  this  situation 


*  Not  recorded, 
t  Mr.  .John  Palmer. 


He  succeeded  Mr.  Andrew  M  iUer,  the  first  Commissary. 
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I  resolved  to  mess  iu  my  own  cabin,  but  finding  that  the  few  1791 
utensils  and  other  things  necessary  to  be  laid  in  for  so  long  a  14  March, 
voyage  would  hunber  it  up  so  much  that  the  intention  of  giving 
me  such  a  good  one  might  be  entirely  destroyed,  I  therefore 
waited  on  Capt.  Vancouver  the  day  we  left  Spithead,  and,  situated 
as  I  was,  submitted  the  whole  business  to  his  own  decision  (tho'  I 
well  knew  it  would  fall  heavy  upon  me  unless  the  Treasury  would 
bear  a  part).  In  consequence  of  this  I  am  admitted  into  the  gun- 
room mess  on  being  considered  as  a  member  of  it  from  its  first 
establishment,  and  paying  an  equal  share  towards  it ;  that  is,  I  paid  Unfair 
£20  to  the  former  mess  without  receiving  the  least  indulgence  for  ment.° 
it,  and  £70  to  the  present  mess  before  I  lived  a  day  in  it,  which  is 
as  equal  from  its  first  commencement  and  for  the  present  supplies 
laid  in  for  the  voyage.  As  this  is  an  imposition  which  I  never 
expected  I  should  be  obliged  to  countenance,  I  must  now  trust  my 
cause  entirely  into  your  hands,  and  hope  the  Treasury  will  allow 
me  for  that  part  of  the  expense  incurred  in  the  present  mess 
before  I  joined  the  Discovery,  which  will  amount  at  least  to  about 
£20,  and  may  be  iiacluded  in  the  order  for  the  payment  of  the 
arrears  of  my  salary  at  present  in  the  Treasury,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  former  was,  without  much  additional  trouble,  to 
Mr.  Nepean.  In  so  doing  you  will  greatly  oblige  he  who  has 
the   honor  to  be  with  due  respect,  Yours,  ifec, 

Arch'd  Menzies. 


Andrew  Waugii  to  The  Home  Office. 

Edinburgh,  15th  March,  1791.        15  March. 
Plan  for  Supplying  Botany  Bay  with  Provisions  from  Bengal. 
I  BEG  leave  to  introduce  the  following  proposals  for  supplying  the 
British  settlement  at  Botany  Bay   with  "provisions  from  Bengal  Provisions 
by  enumerating  the  different  articles  necessary  for  that  purpose,   ^^^  ^""'^ " 
and  giving  the  average  price  of  each  distinct  commodity  at   the 
Bengal  market  : — 

A  sina  rupee  is  equal   to   2s.   3d.   British  ;  a  bazar  maund  is  prieeofcom- 
equal  to  80  R.,  but  shall  estimate  it  at  |  cwt.  modities. 

Good  cargo  rice  is  sold  at  Bengal  at  1  to  1 1  rupees  per  maund. 

Do.  doll  (a  species  of  split  peas)  at  1 1  to  2  rupees  pr  maund. 

Do.  ghee  (prepared  buffalo's  butter)  at  10  rupees  pr  maund. 

Do.  wheat,  at  an  average,  the  same  price  as  rice. 

Do.  peas,  at  4  rupees  pr  maund. 

Do.  sea  biscuit,  little  inferior  to  British,  4  rupees  pr  md. 

Do.  sugar,  at  4  to  10  rupees  pr  md. 

Do.  arrack,  or  rum,  at  1  rupee  pr  gallon. 

Oil,  vinegar,  mustard,  and  wax  candles  equally  reasonable. 

Good  cattle,  at  20  to  30    rupees   pr   head,   stall  fed,  average 
£2  16s.  3d. 
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15  March. 


Wholesome 
food. 


Good  sheep,  fatten'd,  at  40  rupees  pr  score,  or  4s.  6d.  each. 

Do.  geese,  do.,  at  3  rupees  pr  pair. 

Do.  ducks,  do.,  at  12  rupees  pr  hundred,  or  4d.  each. 

Do.  fowls,  do.,  at  14  rupees  per  do.,  or  4d.  each. 

That  rice,  doll,  and  ghee  united,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced, 
make  a  wholesome  and  very  substantial  food,  and  I  would  pro- 
pose the  following  proportion  of  each,  vizt.  : — 1|-  tt).  of  rice,  ^  R. 
doll,  i  R).  ghee,  to  make  an  ample  allowance  for  each  person  per 
diem,  and  can  be  effected  for  less  than  fourpence,  which  must,  of 
consequence,  be  a  very  great  saving  to  Government. 

Calculation :  £,     .s.     d. 

1  baff  of    rice   containing'  168  fo.  at  an 


bag 
average  is 


42  lb.  doll,  at  If  rupees  pr  md. 

21  K).  ghee  at  10  rupees  pr  md. 

Freight  of  a  bag  of  rice  from  Bengal, 
to  Botany  Bay,  at  6  rupees,  or 

Do.  proportionate  quantity  of  doll    ... 

Do.  do.  of  ghee 

And  making  an  allowance  for  acci- 
dents of 


0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 


8 
1 
5 

13 
3 
1 


0 
7i 


6 

8^ 


0    0    u 


3|d.  per  day. 


Bengal. 


<£1   14     6  supplies. 

With  this  wholesome  food  one  hundred  and  twelve  persons, 
which  does  not  exceed  threepence  three  farthings  a  day  each, 
and  as  fish  are  upon  the  coasts  in  great  abundance,  and  can  be 
obtained  with  little  trouble,  and  at  a  very  inconsiderable  expence, 
I  can  make  no  hesitation  in  saying  the  inhabitants  of  Botany 
Bay  would  then  be  supplied  w-ith  the  necessary  provisions. 

It  is  requisite  that  1  mention  the  usual  mode  of  freighting  ships 
from  Bengal  for  a  distant  voyage  such  as  Botany  Bay,  which  is 
done  either  by  the  month,  for  six  months  certain,  by  the  voyage 
Freight  from  completed.  Or  by  the  packages  on  board,  the  freight  of  which  are 
"       '  charged  agreeable  to  the  size  or  value.     A  ship  of  six  hundred  tons 

burthen  must  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty  thousand  sina  rupees,  or 
four  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  per  month  for  the  whole  voyage, 
or  six  thousand  rupees  per  month,  if  agreed  for  in  that  manner. 
So  a  bag  of  rice,  gross  weight  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pounds, 
will  pay  of  freight  from  Bengal  to  Botany  Bay  six  rupees,  i.e., 
thirteen  shillings  and  sixpence  English,  and  with  its  original  cost 
amounts  to  one  pound  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  bag. 

I  am  of  opinion  no  difficulty  can  arise  in  the  navigation,  and  that 
it  might  have  the  good  effect  of  opening,  and  in  all  probabihty 
estalilishing,  an  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast  of 
New  Holland,  as  it  may  naturally  be  supposed  ships  in  that 
trade  would  be  unwilling  to  return  without  at  least  attempting 


Opening 
for  trade, 
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some  kind  of  traffic  with  the  natives,  if  suc-h  thing  was  found       1791 
practicable.     And  should  any  useful  discovery  be  made  in  trade,    lo  Maich 
aufl  the  navigation  render'd  more  easy.  Government  would  reap 
the  advantage  of  having  their  freights  there  considerably  lower, 
and  consequently  the  colony    receive  their  supplies   upon    more 
advantageous  terms. 

It  is  likewise  well  known  that  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  Supplies 
can  aftbrd  them  many  supplies,  and  it  appears  beyond  a  dovibt  that  islands. 
the  settlement  will  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  be  possessed 
of  every  necessary  of  life  in  the  greatest  abundance. 

If  the  climate  and  soil  are  congenial,  I  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  planting  two  hundred  thousand  cocoanut  and  palmira  of^iro^cai" 
trees  in  the  ^^cinity  of  the  settlement,  which  would  in  the  space  of  food-plants. 
twenty  years  afFoi'd  them  drink,  oil,  vinegar,  ropes,  sails,  fishing 
lines  and  nets,  mats,  and  rafters  for  houses  ;  tw-o  hundred  thousand 
plantain,  banana,  breadfruit,  papa,  mangoe,  and  tark  trees,  all 
of  which  in  the  lifetime  of  the  present  generation  would  produce 
infinite  advantage  to  the  inhabitants. 

I  have  further  to  observe,  to  excite  Government  to  the  above 
plan,  that  Bengal  is  not  so  distant  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  An  easy 
from  Botany  Bay,  and  the  ships  have  two  tracks  to  pursue,  either  "^"  ^' 
to  the  eastward  or  westward  of  New  Holland,  which  will  make 
it  more  easy  the  performance  of  the  voyage  in  tne  different  seasons 
in  India.  Andrew  Waugh. 

Lieutenant  Ball  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

His  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply, 

Sir,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  1.5th  March,  1791.        15  March. 

The  multiplicity  of  business,  and  being  in  a  bad  state  of 
health  wlien  at  Batavia,  prevented  my  communicating  to  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  armed 
tender  under  my  command. 

I  therefore  beg  you  will  please  to  inform  tlieir  Lordships  that 
herewith  I  have  enclosed  the  state  and  condition  (with  the  marine 
returns)  of  his  Maj's  said  armed  tender  under  my  command  for 
their  LordsMp.s'  inspection,  and  with  all  due  submission  to  their 
Lordships,  I  beg  to  say  the  Supply  will  be  very  much  worn  by  state  of  the 
the  time  she  can  be  got  to  England,  shou'd  it  pleas  their  Lordships  ■'^"pp  J'- 
to  order  her  to  be  relieved. 

I  likewise  beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordshii)s'  further  in- 
formation, that  the  repairs  his  Maj's  armed  tender  will  recpiire  in  shc  cannot 
another  year  can't  possibly  be  done  in  this  country,  there   being  j^J^tlie^"^^'^ 
no  .shipwrights,  as  well  the  very  badness  of  the  timber,  which  is  colony, 
not  fit  for  decks  and  topsides. 

I  am  to  request  you  will  j)lease  to  moove  their  Lordships  to  [allow  ^icut.  Ball 
me  to]  return  to  England  for  the  benefit  of  my  health  (having  leave, 
laboured  under  a  violent  illness  for  these  several  months  past,  and 
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15  March. 


and  men  also 
ask  to  be 
relieved. 


my  life  greatly  dispaired  of),  sliou'd  it  not  please  their  Lordships  to 
relieve  the  Supply  from  this  station ;  and  as  well  to  settle  some 
private  family  affairs  which  can't  be  done  without  my  presence. 

The  violent  and  shocking  putrid  fever  which  raiged  on  board  the 
Supply  at  Batavia,  and  since  we  were  there,*  has  graitly  impaired 
Tlie  officers  the  constitutions  of  allmost  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Supply, 
that  I  much  fear  they  will  not  get  re-established  in  this  country. 
And  pray  you  will,  as  well  as  for  myself,  pleas  moove  their  Lord- 
ships to  have  them  likewise  relieved,  as  I  have  been  petitioned  by 
them  all  to  beg  that  favour  from  their  Lordships,  but  with  pro- 
priety and  good  decorom.  I  am,  &c., 

H.  L.  Ball. 

Major  Grose  to  Sir  George  Yonge. 
17  March.        Sir,  Salopian  Coffee  House,  17  March  [1791]. 

As  many  advantages  will  occur  by  a  seperate  inspection  of 
the  companies  raised  in  augmentation  to  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  I  have  to  hope  that  you  will  consent  to  this  arrangement. 
You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  it  that  officers  will,  then  be  collected 
immediately  to  take  charge  of  the  recruits,  who  will,  of  course, 
Inspection,  when  under  the  care  of  commissioned  officers,  be  more  expeditiously 
trained  and  put^to  order  for  the  duty  required  of  them  than 
when  left  only  to  the  care  of  Serjeants.  In  addition  to  this,  it  will 
take  a  great  deal  of  trouble  off  my  hands,  and  I  shall  consequently 
be  able  much  easier  to  perform  my  engagements. 

I  have,  &c., 
Frans.    Grose. 


20  March. 


An 

unfortunate 

situation. 


Insufficient 
outfit. 

Will  the 

Captain 
assist  ? 


In  the  dark. 


Lieutenant  Menzies  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 
Sir  Joseph,  Discovery,  Falmouth,  March  20t]i,  1791. 

I  have  this  day  received  my  instructions  by  a  messenger, 
which  is  just  arrived  from  the  Admiralty,  and  while  I  I'eport 
myself  ready  to  undertake  them  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  I 
cannot  help  lamenting  the  situation  in  which  they  place  me  in, 
by  not  being  empowered  to  ask  for  a  boat  at  any  time  from  the 
ship,  or  the  least  assistance  whatever  ;  by  not  being  empowered 
to  claim  the  least  article  of  trade  to  carry  my  instructions  into 
execution  in  uncivilised  coxmtries  ;  and  by  being  instructed,  con- 
trary to  my  expectation,  to  deliver  up  on  my  return  whatever 
collection  I  may  make  of  animals,  minerals,  and  curiosities,  without 
having  that  liberal  outfit  which  might  enable  me  to  procure  and 
collect  them  to  advantage  for  my  employers  and  credit  to  myself. 
But  the  captain  is,  perhaps,  instructed  to  aid  and  assist  me  in  each 
of  these  particulars.  How  am  I  to  know  that  1  It  would  not, 
surely,  be  inconsistent  with  the  service  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of 
that  part  of  his  instructions  which  relates  to  myself,  that  I  might 
know  what  latitude  I  was  to  have,  for  at  present  I  have  not  the 


*  Lieutenant  Fowell,  Gunner  Koss,  and  several  of  the  seamen  died.  —Collins,  vol.  I,  p.  138. 


NORFOLK    ISLAND    OFFICERS.  481 

least  autliority  to  apply  to  him  in  any  instance  Avliatever ;    and       1791 
what  is  more  distressinir,  T  shall  be  obliged,  probably,  to  go  to  sea    21  Marcii. 
in  this  situation  before  I  can  receive  an  explanation  on  the  subject.  Expil^iion 
But  be  that  as  it  ma,y,  I  again,  assure  you  that  no  part  of  my  wanting. 
endeavours  shall  be  wanting  to  accomplish  the  object  of  my  mission 
as  far  as  may  lay  in  my  own  powei',  and  shall  confidently  look  up 
to  you,  and  you  alone,  on  my  return  for  that  liberal  indulgence 
which  my  situation  may  merit. 

We  now  only  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Chatham,  which  is  hourly 
expected  from  Portsmouth,  to  join  us,  and  then  we  shall  bid  adieu 
— a  long  adieu — to  the  English  shore. 

I  have,  (kc, 
Archibald  Menzies. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepeax. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  21st  March,  1791.         21  March. 

This  will  l^e  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  John  Turnpenny 
Altree,  who  came  from  England  in  the  Lady  Penrhyn,  transport, 
with  the  first  fleet.  During  the  passage  out  he  assisted  in  the 
attendance  of  such  convicts  on  board  the  ship  as  required  medical 
treatment,  and  has  been  since  that  time  employed  at  Norfolk 
Island  by  Mr.  King,  the  late  commandant,  and  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  as  an  assistant  to  the  surgeon  thei'e,  and  in  clearing  4^sistant 
and  cultivating  the  land,  in  which  line  he  conducted  himself,  as  Altm!!" 
far  as  I  am  informed,  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  employed 
liim,  until  he  left  the  island,  for  which  services  he  has  never 
i-eceived  any  compensation  except  twelve  pounds,  which,  since  his 
arrival  here,  I  have  directed  the  Commissary  to  pay  him. 

What  his  future  views  are  he  can  best  explain.  He  wishes  to 
return,  and  the  character  given  of  him  Iw  Lieutenant  King  and 
Ca})tain  Hunter  inclines  me  to  wish  he  may  succeed.  He  will,  I 
presume,  be  thought  to  merit  some  little  recompence  for  the  time 
he  was  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  his  demands  will  not,  I  believe, 
be  very  gi-eat.  He  was  in  the  militia  as  lieutenant  and  surgeon's 
mate,  and  wished  to  be  received  here  as  a  subaltern  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  S(mth  Wales,  23rd  March,  1791.        23  March. 

The  l)earer,  Mr.  Roger  Morley,  came  out  from  England 
with  the  first  fleet,  and  has  been  employed  at  Norfolk  Island  as 
a  .storekeeper  from  the  estal)lishment  of  that  settlement  until  the 
eleventh  of  February,  1791,  for  whicli  sei'vice  ]w  has  only  received 
fifty  pounds.  He  no  doubt  will  l)e  tliought  deserving  of  some  storekeeper 
fuj'ther  recompence,  and  as  he  is  desirous  of  returning  to  this  Moricy. 
country  with  his  family,  it  may  answer  the  purpose  of  Govern- 
2  I 
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1791       ment  to  grant  him  some  little  advantage  as  a  settler,  more  than 
23  March,    what  may  be  allowed  those  who  have  not  his  claim  for   past 
services.  ^  have,  Arc, 

A.  Phillip. 


25  March. 


Three  years' 
arrest. 


The 
retrulations. 


"Unexampled 
-situation. 


Prisoners 
doing  duty. 


Anxious  for 
investiga- 
tion, 


which 
cannot  now 
take  place. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  25th  March,  1791. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  tlie   copy  of  a  letter  I  have 

this  day  received  from  those  officers  now  here  who   composed  the 

battalion   court-martial  on  the   18th  of   March,   1788,   and  who 

were  put  under  arrest  by  Major  Ross.* 

You  will,  sir,  please  to  lay  it  before  their  Lordships. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 

Officers  of  Marines  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Marine  Quarters,  Sydney,  Port  Jackson, 
Sir,  25th  March,  1791. 

We  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  that  on  the 
18th  instant  the  period  of  three  years  since  the  day  of  our  being 
put  in  arrest  by  our  Commandant,  Major  Ross,  for  disobedience 
of  orders  as  members  of  a  court-martial,  expired. 

In  pointing  out  to  your  Excellency's  observation  that  the  Act 
of  Parliament  for  the  regulation  of  his  Majesty's  marine  forces 
while  on  shore  enacts  that  "  no  person  shall  be  tried  for  any 
offence,  desertion  excepted,  committed  more  than  three  years 
before  issuing  the  warrant  for  such  trial,"  we  beg  it  may  be  fully 
and  perfectly  understood  that  we  ask  the  exertion  of  this  law, 
not  as  culprits  conscious  of  having  committed  a  crime  which  we 
shrink  to  have  investigated  or  hesitate  to  meet,  but  as  soldiers 
indignant  at  the  novelty  and  disgrace  of  a  situation  unexampled 
in  the  British  military  annals — the  members  of  a  court-martial 
under  arrest  on  a  charge  which,  if  proved  against  them,  extends 
not  only  to  the  deprivation  of  their  most  gracious  Sovereign's 
favour  and  dismission  from  his  service,  but  to  the  forfeiture  of 
their  lives  and  honours,  doing  duty  as  prisoners,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  service,  for  three  years. 

Of  the  readiness  and  alacrity  we  have  ever  manifested  to  face 
our  accuser  we  trust  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  adduce  instances. 
Your  Excellency  is  fully  apprised  of  the  unanimous  and  deter- 
mined resolution  ^vith  which  we  solicited  by  every  legal  and 
proper  application  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  cause  which 
during  so  long  a  period  of  time  has  held  us  up  to  our  corps,  to 
the  British  army,  and  to  our  country  as  injurers  of  the  service 
whose  prosperity  we  are  bound  to  promote,  and  disturbers  of  the 
harmony  of  a  settlement  whose  interests  we  are  bound  to  protect. 
While  a  hope  of  relief  from  our  situation  by  the  decision  of  a  general 

*  Ante,  pp.  139-141, 15C-165. 
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coi:rt-martial  existed,  we  were  silent,  we  were  patient.     That  hope       1791 
is  now  at  an  end,  and  therefore  to  remain  without  representation    25  March, 
longer  in  our  present  degraded  situation  would  argue  that  we  are 
become  insensible  of  ignominy  and  familiar  with  humiliation, 

There  remains  yet  another  motive  for  our  present   solicitation. 
It  is  possible  that  a   promotion   in   the   corps   in  which  we  serve 
may  have  taken  place  since  the  date  of  the  last  dispatches   from 
England,  in  whicli  case  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  dread  Probable 
that  our  names  may  have  been  passed  over  as  prisoners  who  had  promotion, 
forfeited  the  common  claim  of  service.      Dear  as  promotion  is  to 
a  soldier,  we  deem  it  but  a  secondary  consideration  when   put  in 
competition  with  the  honour  and  preservation  of  our  characters 
in  the   military  profession.     May  we   therefore   request,  sir,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  release  us  from  a  confinement  under  which 
Ave  have  so  long  laboured,  that  we   may  again  be  enabled  to  do  Release 
our  duty  in   the   line  with   that  confidence   and   security  which  IskT/foT* 
should  ever  animate   the  soldier  ;  and,  farther,  we  entreat  that 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  transmit  a  copy  of  our  letter  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

We  cannot  close  this  ungrateful  subject  without  requesting 
that  your  Excellency  will  deign  to  accept  our  warm  and  sincere 
thanks  for  the  patience  Avith  Avhich  you  have  ever  listened  to  our  Phillip's 
representations,  in  the  course  of  those  frequent  and  tiresome  expla-  ufndne'ss.^'"* 
nations  which  a  cause  long  protracted  necessarily  occasions,  and 
also  for  the  numerous  and  repeated  marks  of  kindness  and  atten- 
.tion  which  you  have  at  all  times  been  pleased  to  honour  us  with. 

It  is  in  the  humble  confidence  of  being  deemed  neither  ungrate- 
ful for  your  past  or  undeserving  of  your  future  protection  that  we 
beg  to  express  a  hope  that  your  Excellency,  in  your  dispatches  to 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  their 
Lordships  that  we  have  not  by  misconduct  forfeited  our  preten-  officers  not 
sions  to  their  favour,  and  to  any  marks  of  remuneration  which  misconduct. 
tliey  may  intend  to  confer  on  the  marine  battalion  serving  in  this 
country.  We  have,  &c., 

Watkin  Texch,  Capt.-Lt.  and 
President  of  the  Court. 

John  Pouldex,  1st  Lieutenant. 

Tiios.  Davey,  1st  Lieutenant. 

Tiios.  TiMiNS,  1st  Lieutenant. 


OovERNOR  Phillip  to  The  Rioiit  Hex.  W.  W.  Grenville 

[Lord  Grenville]. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  March  a.^th,  1791. 

It  is   not  without  concern   that  I  find   myself  obliged  to  Phillip 
request  his  Majesty's  permission  to  return  to  England.  ^Ui'rn."' 

A  complaint  in   the  side,  and  from  which,  in  more  than  two 
years,  I  have  been  seldom  free   has  impaired  my  health,  and  at  )^&\tK 
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The 

settlement 

established. 


Leave  of 
absence 
asked  for. 


26  Marcli. 


1791       times  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  attend  to  the  charge  with  which 
25  March,    his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  in  the  manner  I  wish 
and  tlie  state  of  the  colony  requires. 

The  settlement  is  now  so  fully  established  that  the  great  labour 
may  be  said  to  be  past ;  and  it  has,  sir,  been  attained  under  every 
possible  disadvantage,  though  it  is  not  in  that  situation  in  which 
I  should  wish  to  leave  it,  for  it  is  not  independent  for  the  neces- 
saries of  life  ;  and,  as  I  feel  myself  greatly  interested  in  the  good 
of  a  colony  with  the  establishing  of  which  I  have  been  honored, 
and  to  which  I  should  wish  to  return,  if  the  cause  which  now 
obliges  me  to  desire  permission  to  leave  it  should  be  removed  by 
tlie  voyage,  or  by  the  assistance  I  may  find  in  London,  I  therefore 
only  request  leave  of  absence  from  the  Government. 

I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

GovEEXOR  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville 

[Lord  Grenville]. 
Sir,  Sydney,  Kew  South  Wales,  March  2Cth,  1791. 

The  New  Li  my  letter  of  the  14th  of  July,  1790  (No.  9),  I  had  the 

Corps.  ^^^^"^^  honour  of  giving  you  my  opinion  that  the  corps  raised  for  the 
service  of  this  country  would  be  competent  to  every  duty  for 
which  they  might  be  wanted.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  at  that  moment 
Number  of  p^y  ^  proper  attention  to  the  number  of  officers  who  will  compose 
insufficient,  that  coi'ps  when  the  six  companies  are  compleated,  one  major-com- 
mandant, five  captains,  six  lieutenants,  and  six  ensigns, — and  as 
Norfolk  Island  will  require  one  captain  and  four  subalterns,  the 
number  of  commissioned  officers  who  will  remain  in  this  settlement 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  form  a  general  court-martial. 

You  will,  sir,  be  pleased  to  take  that  circumstance  into  con- 
sideration. I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Dear  Sir,  i^jdney,  March  26th,  1791. 

As  I  have  hitherto  sent  home  an  account  of  those  little 
circumstances  which  I  thought  might  tend  to  give  any  informa- 
tion respecting  this  country  or  the  natives,  I  have  now,  as  usual, 
inclosed  an  extract  from  a  book  in  Avhich  the  occurrences  of  the 
day  are  set  down.  They  are  such  as  may  not  merit  the  attention 
of  the  Minister,  and  as  they  never  were  intended,  so  they  certainly 
are  not  calculated,  for  the  eye  of  the  publick,  having  been  put  down 
in  haste,  and  mei^ely  for  the  information  of  a  friend ;  and  so  far 
from  having  had  time  to  make  any  correction,  they  have  been  more 
than  once,  as  they  will  now  be,  sent  away  without  my  having  time 
to  read  them  over.*  I  am,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 


Phillip's 
note-book. 


*  The  information  referred  to  in  this  letter  is  not  on  record. 
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LoKD  Ctrenville  to  The  Admiralty.     (Banks  Papors.)*  1791 

My  Lords,  Whitehall,  :29th  March,  1791.        2i)Jia.eh. 

The  attempt  which  was  made  by  Captain  Bligh,    in   his 
Majesty's  ship  the  Bounty,  to  convey  the  bread-fruit-tree  and  other 
useful  })roduetions  from  the  Society  Island  and  other  jilaces  in 
that  part  of  the  world  to  his  Majesty's  West  India  Islands,  in  The  bread- 
pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  commands  signified  to  your  Lordships  the' West  °' 
hy  Lord  Sydney  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  May,  1787,  having  ^''d''^**- 
unfortunately   failed,  his  Majesty  has  thought  it  tit  that  a  second 
trial  should  be  made,  and  in  order  as  much  as  possible  to  ensure  Aseeond 
its  success  it  is  his    Majesty's    intention   that   two  vessels  shall  *'"^'" 
pi'oceed  together  upon  this  service.      His  Majesty  has,  therefore, 
commanded  me  to  signify  to  your  Lordships  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
that  your  Lordships  are  to  give  orders  that  two  vessels  of  a  proper  Two  vessels 
class  may  forthwith  be  titted  for  that  purpose,  and  as  soon  as  they  out.*^  ***^ 
shall  Ije  ready  for  sea  your  Lordships  are  to  dispatch  them  in  execu- 
tion of  this  service. 

Mr.  James  Wiles  and  Mr.  Christopher  Smith,  gardeners  by  pro- 
fession, have  been  engaged  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  such  plants 
as  may  be  found  of  a  proper  species  and  size  to  be  taken  on  board,  Gardeners, 
and  are  to  be  borne  in  the  same  manner  on  the  books  of  the  two 
vessels  as  the  two  persons  who  were  formerly  sent  on  the  same 
service. 

I  transmit  to  your  Lordships  herewith  a  list  of  the  articles  of 
merchandise  which  have  been  provided  for  the  purpose  of  making 
presents  to  the  natives  of  the  several  places  from  whence  the  Presents  for 
trees  and  plants  are  intended  to  be  procured,  and  also  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  which  have  been  given  to  the  gardeners  for  the 
regulation  of  their  conduct  daring  such  time  as  they  shall  be 
employed  upon  this  service.!  I  am,  tfec, 

Grenville. 

Major  Grose  to  Sir  George  Yoxge. 
Sir,  Salopian  Coffee  House,  31  March  [1791.]        31  March. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  to  you  that  the  two  com- 
panies ordered  in  augmentation  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps 
are  compleatly  raised  and  ready  for  inspection — whenever  you  are 
pleased  to  direct  it.  I  have,  &c., 

Fraxs.   Grose. 

General  Order. — Port  Jackson. 

April  4th,  1791.  4  AprU. 

No  persons  will  ]je  permitted  to  quit  this  colony,  having  a  child 
or  children  or  wives  iiK-apa])]e  of  maintaining  themselves,  with- 
out first  leaving  a  sutHcient  security  for  their  support,  to  prevent 
their  becoming  bui-thensome  to  the  settlement. 

*  Endorsed  :  "Copy  of  a  letter    from  the  Rt.  Ilonble.  Lord  Grenville  to  tlio  Lords  Coin- 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  Whitehall,  29th  March,  1791." 
t  The  enclosures  are  absent. 


nati\es. 
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8  April. 


9  April. 


William  Ferguson  to  Lord  Sydney.* 
My  Lord,  Hoxton,  April  Stb,  1791. 

Haveing  a  great  desire  to  go  as  settler  to  Botany  Bay,  I 
wish  to  know  if  Governor  Philip's  proposals  are  agreed  to  by 
Government ;  if  so,  I  should  be  happy  in  being  sent  as  one.  I 
am  thirty  years  of  age,  and  trust  my  character  will  bear  strictest 
scrutiny.      Waiting  a  reply,  I  am,  &c., 

William  Ferguson. 
Adress  to  William  Ferguson,  junr.,  No.  1,  Haberdasher  Walk. 
Hoxton.  

General  Order. — Port  Jackson. 

April  9th,  1791. 
No  boat  is  to  be    built    by   any    individual  in  this  settlement, 
whose  length  from  stem  to  stem  exceeds  14  feet,  without  having 
first  obtained  permission  from  head-quarters. 


18  April. 


Judicial 
proceedings 
at  Norfolk 
Island. 


Law-books 
required. 


Necessaries. 


Plax  manu- 
facture. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.I 

Dear  Sir,  Gorgon,  TenerifFe,  April  18th,  1791. 

After  a  very  tedious  passage  of  a  month  from  Portsmouth, 
we  arrived  here  the  15th  inst.,  and  I  suppose  shall  sail  about  the 
21st;  but  as  no  vessell  is  yet  at  this  place  bound  to  Europe,  it 
will  be  some  time  before  you  can  receive  this. 

I  must  once  more  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of  some  arrange- 
ment being  made  respecting  the  judicial  proceedings  on  N.  I.  I  am 
certain  that  when  you  consider  the  great  number  of  inhabitants 
on  that  island,  the  necessity  of  that  business  being  arranged  will 
be  obvious  to  you.  A  sett  of  common-form  law  books  will  be 
necessary,  such  as  will  give  necessary  information,  and  not  lead 
one  into  the  maze  of  law.  I  should  think  these  books  would  be 
Burn's  "Justice,"  Jacobs's  "Law  Dictionary,"  and  Blackstone's 
"Commentaries."  Should  any  other  be  necessary,  I  should  sup- 
pose that  a  list  of  the  books  supplied  Mr.  Collins  might  be  found 
at  some  of  the  offices. 

Coals,  seines,  fishing  lines  and  hooks  will  also  be  great  essentials, 
and  absolutely  necessary. 

We  have  a  great  deal  of  room  [rheum]  on  board  the  Gorgon,  and 
I  am  fearfull  we  shall  liave  as  much  all  the  passage. 

Should  the  manufacturing  of  the  flax-plant  on  Norfolk  Island 
be  thought  an  object,  which  it  must  be,  M^ere  it  only  to  cloath 
those  who  are  now  there,  two  or  three  New  Zealanders  would  be 
necessary,  to  show  how  the  operation  of  separating  the  flaxy  from 
the  vegetable  part  of  the  plant  is  performed,  and  without  that 
assistance  I  do  not  think  we  shall  succeed,  as  every  method  we 
could  devise  has  been  tried  already,  but  without  success. 

*  The  writer  of  this  letter  was  apparently  not  aware  that  Lord  Sydney  had  been  succeeded 
at  the  Home  Office  by  Lord  Grenville. 
•j-  A  private  letter. 


Allowances. 
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If  there  could  be  a  possibility  of  my  being  allowed  the  whole  ^"^^ 
of  the  salary  from  my  leaving  Norfolk  Island  till  I  arrive  there  is  April, 
again,  it  would  make  a  material  sum  to  me.  Major  Ross  receives 
his  appointment  as  Lt. -Governor  independent  of  N.I.,  and  so  I 
came  home  on  service.  I  refer  my  claim  to  your  friendship,  and 
if  it  is  customary  to  make  any  allowance  for  expences  going  out, 
it  will  be  a  little  help  to  me,  as  my  mess  to  New  South  Wales 
will  be  near  £50.  Should  this  be  a  customary  allowance,  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  excluded,  and  have  desired  my  agent  to  wait  upon 
you.  If  the  first  is  improper,  and  the  second  unusual,  no  more 
can  be  done. 

The  enclosed  is  a  letter  for  Mr.  Davidson,  in  which  is  a  receipt 
for  some  articles  sent  on  board  the  Gorgon,  and  which  would  have 
been  sent  from  Spithead,  but  as  our  departure  from  Spithead  soon 
followed  my  getting  to  Portsmouth,  and  having  much  to  do,  it 
did  not  occur  to  me  till  too  late. 

Two  English  ships,  which  from  their  appearance  we  took  to  be 
transports,  passed  this  island  on  the  16th,  standing  to  the  south- 
ward. I  believe  Capt.  P.  [Pai'ker]  intends  touching  at  St.  lago. 
I  Ijeg  my  respectfull  comp'ts  to  Mrs.  Nepean. 

I  am,  &.O., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


22  April. 


Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  Major  Grose,  ■ 
Sir,  W.  O.,  22nd  April,  1791. 

I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  charge  made 
by  the  ordnance  department  at  Forton  Barrk's  against  the  corps 
under  your  command,  and  to  desire  you  will  defray  the  same. 

I  likewise  enclose  for  your  information  a  letter  rec'd  from  the 
L't.-Gov'r.  of  Portsmouth  relative  to  this  and  some  other  matters, 
which  letter  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  after  perusal.* 

I  have,  &c., 

M.  Lewis, 

Mutiny  on  Board  the  Albemarle.! 

Madeira,  24th  April,  1791,         24ApriL 
On  tlie  9th  inst.,  in  latt'd  44°  .30'  north,  longitd.  15°  20'  west,  a 
number  of  the  convicts  were  admitted  upon  deck  early  for  the  Convuts 
benefit  of  fresh  air.     In  a  favourable  opportunity  (when  the  prin-  gentLneS* 
cipal  part  of  the  watch  was  aloft  about  the  rigging)  they  made  an 
attempt  to  take  the  ship  from  us,  ha\'ing  previously  prepared  them- 
selves overnight  for  that  purpose.   They  began  with  knocking  down 

the  sentinels  and  taking  their  arms  from  them,  which  thev  easily  ,,  ,    ... 
a-  1  11  1  •  1     ■  f  1-1       Make  their 

enected,  and  were  actually  making  their  way  ait  to  the  cabin,  the  way  aft. 

*  The  enclosures  are  not  recorded. 

t  The  MS.  has  neither  addres.s  nor  sitrnature.  It  is  apparently  a  portion  of  the  rejxirt  of 
Lieut.  Young,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Albemarle,  one  of  the  transports.  See  King's 
letter  to  Nepean  ;  post,  p.  4S9. 
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principal  ringleader  going  to  the  helm  with  a  cutlass  in  his  hand  he 
had  i  ust  taken  from  one  of  the  sentinels  to  cut  down  the  helmsman 
and  take  possession  of  the  wheel  ;  but,  very  fortunate  for  us  all,  I 
was  upon  deck  at  the  time  they  began  the  insurrection,  and  imme- 
diately ran  to  the  cabin  for  my  blunderbus,  met  and  shot  the 
ringleader  in  the  right  shoulder  ;  feeling  the  smart  of  the  wound, 
he  down  cutlas  and  run ;  the  others  seeing  their  principal  hero 
flying,  immediately  followed  his  example,  and  flew  to  the  prison 
room  and  forehold,  and  left  me  in  possession  of  the  deck.  I  then 
muster'd  all  hands  under  arms,  and  sent  a  party  below  to  search 
for  those  that  had  secreted  themselves  ;  found  three  of  the  prin- 
cipals ;  the  first  we  got  up  instantly  confessed  the  whole  plot,  and 
that  the  other  two  were  the  ringleaders  and  the  original  instiga- 
tors of  this  horrid  scene ;  upon  this  information,  and  one  of  them 
being  the  man  I  had  wounded,  it  was  unanimously  thought 
proper  for  the  futer  preservation  of  the  ship  and  our  lives,  and  to 
strike  terror  in  the  convicts,  immediately  to  hang  the  two  last  at 
the  fore-yard-arm  ;  this  had  the  desired  effect  upon  the  convicts 
in  general,  who  immediately  sent  us  a  letter  confessing  all  their 
horrid  intentions,  and  of  taking  the  ship  to  America. 

We  are  now  very  peaceable,  and  I  am  in  hopes  shall  continue 
so  during  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  The  Matilda  parted  com- 
pany the  first  night  we  left  Portsmouth,  the  Active  and  Britannia 
on  the  night  of  the  3rd,  and  the  Adm'l  Barrington  on  the  7th  in 
hard  gale  of  wind,  so  that  we  had  no  ship  in  company. 


;May. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERXOR    KlNC4    TO    UnDER    SECRETARY    ISTePEAX 

Gorgon,  Port  Praya,  St.  Jago, 
Dear  Sir,  May  3rd,  1791. 

Although  I  have  but  little  to  say,  yet  I  am  certain  that 
a  line  from  every  place  we  touch  at  must  be  acceptable.  We 
At  St.  Jago  anchored  here  this  morning,  and  a  French  snow  that  sails  this 
evening  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  writing  this.  Tlie  Biitannia, 
Enderby's  ship,  came  in  with  us.  We  met  her  oft'  the  Isle  of 
May.  As  no  boats  have  yet  passed,  I  cannot  inform  you  of  her 
state,  which  I  may  do  before  this  is  closed. 

I  wrote  you  from  Tenerifte,  which  I  hope  you  received.  At 
that  place  I  got  some  fig-trees,  orange-trees,  and  vine-cvittings, 
which  are  now  thriving,  and  Avill,  I  hope,  do  well.  I  also  pro- 
cui'ed  a  quantity  of  fresh-gathered  cotton  seeds  and  a  number  of 
other  seeds. 

Tliere  is  an  article  at  Teneriffe  wliich  I  think  will  be  found  a 
very  acceptable  thing,  and  the  cheapest  tiling  of  the  kind,  which 
is  small  hand  millstones.  A  pair  will  last  a  hundred  years,  and 
will  grind  grain  enough  for  the  use  of  a  family  of  ten  persons. 
The  price  of  them  is  3s.  4d.  a  pair.     These  millstones,  which  tlie 


Plants  and 
seeds. 


Millstones. 
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Spaniards    call    molioras    das    mano    would    certainly    save    the        l^^l 
expence    of  the   iron   mills   and   prevent   the  erecting  of  mills,      3  May. 
which    will    be   found   a   weighty   job    at    present.     Any    ship 
touching  at  TenerifFe  might  get  a  quantity  ;  but   it   would   he 
necessary  for  them  to   bespeak   some  on   their  first  arrival,  as  I 
could  not  get  more  than  four  pairs,  not  knowing  there  was  such 
a    thing  till   just   before   we    sailed.      The   Admiral   Barrington 
anchored  here  this  afternoon.     This  ship  and  the  Britannia  were  ^j^^ 
in   Ml".    Young's   division,   and  parted  company   with   him   near  transports. 
Cape  Finisterre.     As  they  had  a  rendezvous   for  this  place  they 
are  put  in  here,  but  Lt.  Young  has  not   arrived  Avith  the  Albe- 
marle.     The  convicts,  as  well  as  soldiers,  have  been   troublesome  convicts  and 
on  board  the  Britannia,  by  the  master's   account.     The  Barring-  soldiers 

trouble- 

ton  has  buried  five  convicts,  and  the  Britannia  three.     They  are  some. 
both  veiy  healthy.      I  think,    if  Mr.    Young   does  not  come   in 
here  before  the  Britannia  sails,  that  she  will  get  to  Port  Jackson 
a  month  before   the   Gorgon,   which  by  no  means  answers  my 
expectations.  I  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  Kixg. 

^lay  4th. — The  French  brig  does  not  sail  till   to-morrow,  and      4  May. 
as  the  Albemarle  anchored  here  this  morning,  I  am  enabled  to 
give  you  the  following  piece  of  information,  but  of  course  you 
will  I'eceive  a   fuller  information  from  Mr.  Young's  letter  to  the 
Admiralty  and  Navy  Board.      It  seems  the  convicts  on  board  the  jiutiny  on 
Albemarle  rose,  with  an  intention  of  rumiing  away  with  the  ship  ^"^emarie 
to  America.*     Mr.  Young  very  properly  hung  two  of  the  ring- 
leaders, and  I  believe  a  third  was  shot  in  the  insurrection. 

The  Active  is  a  missing  ship  of  Lt.  Young's  division.! 


Lieutenant  Menzies  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.      (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir  Joseph,  Discovery,  TenerifFe,  May  5th,  1791.  5  May. 

I  received  your  last  letter  at  Falmouth,  but  delayed  writting 
to  you  in  return  untill  the  Chatham   should   ariive  from  Ports- 
mouth, which  she  did  by  the  way  of  Gurnsey  on  the  31st  of  March, 
and  as  we  left  Falmouth  early  on  the  next  morning,  the  final  hour  The 
of  oui-  departure  was  so  much  occupied  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  ^ild  the'" 
to  send  on  shore  the  few  lines  I  had  wrote  to  you  from  thence.  Discovery. 
The  Chatham  has  been  so  lumbered  on  her  decks  with  provisions, 
ttc,  that  she  proved  top-heavy,  and  imable  to  carry  sail  sufiicicnt 
to  keep   up   with    us.      This,    together  with  a  succession   of   bad 
weather  and    contrary   winds,   occasioned    a    tedious    passage    to 
Madeira,  which  we  did  not  make  till  the  24th  of  April,  and  a  few  Madeira, 
squalls  of  wind  ofi"  the  land,  with  some  intervals  of  calm,  was,  I 
believe,  the  only  cause  of  our  leaving  the  island  next  day  for  this 
place  without  any  further  perseverance  to  gain  the  intended  road 
of  Funchall.     We  arrived  here  on  the  28th  of  April,  and  the  fol- 

*  Ante,  p.  487.  t  The  Active  arrived  safely  at  Sydney. 
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lowing  day  I  waited  on  the  Governor,  with  Capt.  Vancouver,  to 
obtain  his  leave  to  botanize  on  the  island  during  our  stay,  which 
he  readily  granted. 

I  went  on  shore  on  Saturday,  30tli,  and  examined  all  the  variety 
of  soil  and  situation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sancta  Cruz,  and  I 
cannot  say  that  ever  I  traversed  so  much  ground  with  so  little 
pleasure,  for  near  the  town  the  country  is  so  very  barren  that  it 
affords  but  a  scanty  variety  of  plants  of  any  denomination.  I, 
therefore,  proposed  on  Monday  to  make  a  more  extensive  excur- 
sion to  the  inland  country,  which  I  am  told  is  a  little  more  fertile, 
had  it  not  been  for  an  accident  which  happened  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, and  which  had  nearly  turned  out  to  be  a  very  serious  one. 
It  was  as  follows  : — Being  a  holy-day,  a  number  of  men  from  both 
vessels  were  permitted  to  take  the  recreation  of  the  shore.  Capt. 
Vancouver,  with  a  party  of  the  officers,  rode  to  see  the  city  of 
Laguna,  about  two  leagues  off,  and  returned  to  Sancta  Cruz  to 
dinner.  In  the  afternoon  the  midshipman  who  went  on  shore 
for  the  liberty-men  had  a  scuffle  with  the  Chatham's  people  on 
the  wharf,  which  induced  the  Spanish  sentinels  to  interpose,  and 
one  of  them  had  his  musket  wrenched  out  of  his  hands  by  one  of 
our  marines,  upon  which  he  immediately  ran  to  alarm  the  guard. 
At  this  time  Capt.  V.  and  some  of  the  officers  came  down  to  the 
waterside,  and  were  endeavouring  to  get  the  people  into  the  boats 
when  the  Spanish  guard  arrived,  accompanied  by  a  numerous 
mob,  and  began  to  knock  down  our  men  and  officers  without 
distinction.  Capt.  V.  was  thrown  from  the  wharf  into  the 
sea,  and  luckily  taken  up  by  our  boat  without  being  much 
hurt.  The  attack  then  became  so  general  that  the  H'ble  Mr. 
Pit*  and  some  others  jumped  into  the  sea  and  swam  to  the  boat 
to  save  their  lives.  Mr.  Baker,  .3rd  lieutenant  of  the  Dis- 
covery, who  was,  indeed,  the  only  officer  armed  and  in  full 
uniform,  and  had  never  shown  the  least  sign  to  draw  upon  them, 
was  knocked  on  the  head  in  several  places  and  wounded.  Many 
of  the  men  were  likewise  bruised  and  wounded  in  several  places, 
but  none,  I  believe,  dangerously.  The  next  day  Capt.  Vancouver 
wrote  a  letter  of  remonstrance  to  the  Spanish  Governor,  com- 
plaining of  the  rough  treatment  he  and  his  people  had  received 
on  the  proceeding  day,  and  on  Tuesday  an  ans'r  was  returned  by 
the  Governor,  the  purport  of  \t'liich  was  that  he  was  extremely 
sorry  for  what  had  happened,  and  was  then  usino^  his  utmost 


Kedress 
promised. 


endeavours   to   find    out    the 


transgressors 


and    bring    them  to 


condeign  punishment ;  that  such  of  the  guard  as  were  concerned 
in  the  scuffle  were  in  confinement,  should  be  tryed  for  their  con- 
duct, and  suffer  whatever  punishment  a  court-martial  should  think 
proper  to  inflict.  But  he  complains  much  of  our  being  the  cause 
<jf  the  quarrel,  and  laments  that  Capt.  V.  was  not  in  his  uniform, 
on  which  the  guard  would  certainly  have  paid  him  more  respect. 


♦  The  Hon.  Thomas  Pitt,  son  of  Lord  Camelford.     Collins,  \ol.  i.,  p.  3G3. 
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That  the  quarrel  originated  with  our  people  is,  I  think,  pretty        1791 
evident  from  every  information  1  can  collect;  but  that  the  Spanish      5  May 
guai-d  acted  very  unbecoming  soldiers  will  not,  I  think,  require 
much  examination. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  I  have  penetrated  into  the  country  a 
considerable  way  beyond  the  city  of  Laguna,  and  now  entertain  a 
very  different  idea  of  the  fertility  of  the  island  in  general,  tho' 
I  still  think  it  cannot  boast  of  a  great  variety  of  plants  ;  indeed,  ^,^erifle*° 
I  met  with  very  few  which  I  had  not  before  seen.  The  Chatham 
has  taken  on  board  here  fifteen  or  sixteen  tons  of  shingle  ballast, 
which  has  been  the  cause  of  our  delay.  We,  however,  leave  this 
place  to-morrow  iov  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  whence  you 
may  expect  to  hear  again  from  me.  I  have,  ifec, 

A.  Mexzies. 

Lord  Grenville  to  Sir  George  Yonge. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  18th  May,  1791.  isMay. 

I  have  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to  desire  you  will 
give  orders  that  Major  Grose  and  one  of  the  two  companies  of  the  n.  s.  Wales 
corps  under  his  command  may  embark  as  soon  as  po.ssible  on  board  ^^'^' 
the  shi])  Pitt,  now  at  Gravesend,  and  proceed  in  her  to  New  South 
Wales.  The  other  company  is  to  continue  here  until  the  departure 
of  tho  ships  intended  to  be  taken  up  for  the  conveyance  of  such 
convicts  to  New  South  Wales  as  may,  after  the  summer  assizes,  be 
ordered  for  transportation.  I  am,  &e., 

Grexville. 

Sir  George  Yonge  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  W.O.,  18th  May,  1791. 

Having  received  the  King's  commands  through  the  Sec'y  of 
State  that  you,  together  Avith  one  of  the  comp's  of  your  corps,  should 
embark  as  soon  as  possible  on  board  the  ship  Pitt,  now  at  Graves- 
end,  and  proceed  in  her  to  New  South  Wales,  I  have  the  honour 
to  signify  to  you  H.  M.'s  pleasure,  that  you  do  embark  on  board  ^^'1^^'^^^ 
the  said  ship  at  Gravesend  as  soon  as  she  is  ready  for  your  recep- 
tion.* The  order  for  embarking  the  comp'y  is  sent  to  Chatham 
]>arracks.  The  other  comp'y  is  to  remain  here  until  the  departure 
of  the  ships  intendefl  to  be  taken  up  for  the  conveyance  of  such 
convicts  to  N.  S.  Wales  as  may  after  the  summer  assizes  be 
ordered  for  transportation. 

Geo.  Yonge. 

Major  Grose  to  Sir  George  Yonge. 
Sii',  Salopian  Coffee  House,  May  the  19th.  1791.  iQMay. 

I  am  honor'd  with  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and  will 
take  care  that  one  of  tlie  two  companies  now  quarter 'd  at  Chatham 
shall  be  ready  to  embark  when  called  on. 

*  Tlie  Pitt,  with  Major  Grose  and  one  company  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corjis  on  board, 
sailed  iu  July,  1791,  and  arrived  at  Port  Jackson,  February,  1792. 
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1791  I  feel   it  my  duty  to  mention  that  several  of  the  subaltern 

19  May.  officers  who  were  last  appointed  liave  not  yet  joined  ;  and  I  have 
also  to  request  you  will  cause  the  captain  of  the  transport  to 
I'eceive  an  order  to  victual  the  wives  and  children  of  the  soldiers, 
he  having  given  me  to  understand  that  he  has  not  as  yet  receiv'd 
any  instructions  on  this  subject.  I  am,  &c., 

F.  Grose, 
Major  Coni'g  N.S.W.  Corps. 

Warrant  for  Allowance.* 

George  R. 

Whereas  we  are  pleased  to  order  our  corps  of  foot,  serving  in 

New  South  Wales,  under  the  command  of  O.  T.  and  W.  Maj.  Fs. 

Angmeiita-    [our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Major  Francis]  Grose,  to  be  augmented 

tion  o(  |-,y  ^j-^g  addition  of  two  companies,  each  consisting  of  3  serj'ts,  3 

corp's,  2  drum's,  and  67  private  men,  besides  comm'dg  off's,  and 

that  the  establish't  of  the  said  add'ns  should  commence  on  24  Feb'y, 

'91,  inclusive  :    And  whereas  we  have  been  pleased  to  direct  that 

the  vacant  men  formerly  allowed  to  the  capt's  of  each  bat'll'n  of 

Allowance     foot  should  be  rendered   eff't   [effective],   and  that  the  allow'ce 

\mg.  ^^^_  their  cloth'g  should  be  included  in  the  assignments ;  and  it 

appearing  that  by  the  above-m'd  augmentation  the  Maj.  Com'd't 

of  our  said  corps  is  become  entitled  to  an  allow'ce  for  the  cloth'g 

of  three  private  men  in  each  of  the  said  comp's,  in  addition  to  the 

number,  above  specified,   O.   W.  and  P.   [our  will  and  pleasure] 

Assignment,  therefore  is,  that  the  general  off's  of  our  Cloth'g  Board  do  pass 

and  allow  an  assignment  to  be  made  by  the  said  Maj.  Fs.  Grose 

for  the  cloth'g  of  the  said  add'ns,  viz.,  6  serj's,  6  corp's,  4  drum's, 

and  140  private  men,  from  24  Feby,  '91,  to  4  Oct'r  foll'g,  both 

inclus'e,  for'th  [forthwith]. 

Given,  &c.,  19  May,  '91,  in  31st  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

Geo.  Yonge. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  ISTepean. 

3J"i.v-  Sir,  Cape,  July  3rd,  1791. 

The  Gorgon  Tlie  Gorgon  arrived  in  False  Bay  on  the  22nd  ult.,  wliich 

at  the  Cape,  pja^^jg  ^y^g  cliosen  to  lye  in  in  pi-efei'ence  to  Table  Bay  at  this  time 

of  the  year,  when  the  gales  at  N.W.  are  violent,  and  the  Table 

Bay  is  quite  open  to  those  winds.      Immediately  after  our  arrival 

here  Captain  Parker,!  agreable  to  his  orders  from  the  Admiralty, 

applied  to  Messrs.  Petrus  De  Wit  and  John  Kerstan,  merchants, 

at  this  place,  for  any  cattle  or  other  stock  that  they  might    have 

ready  to  send  to  New  South  Wales.      The  answer  Captain  Parker 

received  from  those  gentlemen  was  that  they  liad  no  orders  to 

get  anything  of  that  kind  collected   or  in  readiness  either  from 

*  War  Office  copj-.  t  In  command  of  the  Gorg^on. 
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Government  or  from  Governor  Phillip  ;  but  Mr.  Petriis  De  Wit       1791 
(the  partnership  having  been  dissolved  between  him   and  John      o.Juiy. 
Kerstan)  having  signitied  that  lie  could  in   a  short  time  procure 
any  quantity  of  stock  that  might  be  wanted,  and  Captain  Parker  Live  stock. 
not  tliinking  himself  authorized  to  transact  the  business  of  paying 
for  any  articles  that  might  be  purchased  by  Mr.  De  Wit,  he  made 
application  to  me,  which  I  have  enclosed  in   the  paper  No.  2,  as 
well  as  my  answer  to  it,  N.  3.* 

No  other  consideration  than  the  knowledge  I  liave  of  the  great 
want  of  black  cattle,  sheep,  etc.,  to  breed  from,  and  having  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  that  stock  should  be  transported  from  hence  to  New 
South  Wales,  could  have  induced  me  to  take  the  unauthorized 
step  of  drawing  for  the  payment  on  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lords  Di-awing  on 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  Treasury. 
but  when  the  prices,  etc.,  are  compared  with  former  ones  that  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  will  be  convinced  that  no  other  motive  than 
the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service  has  operated  with  me  in  under- 
taking this  business.  The  stock,  <fec.,  which  I  have  ordered,  and 
for  which  I  mean  to  draw  bills,  are  as  p.  margin. f 

The  Neptune  and  Lady  Juliana  from  New  South  Wales  by  the 
way  of  China,  and  the  Active,  transport,  from  England,  bound  to 

j  Port  Jackson,   anchored  in  Table  Bay  on  the  26th  ult'o.    -  The 
Neptune's  departure    being   later    from  Port  Jackson   than  any 

I  other  ship,  and  as  it  is  more  than  probable  she  will  be  detained 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  some  weeks,  as  she  is  in  a  bad  state  Transport? 

j  and   wants   many  repairs,  and  a  packet  belonging  to  the  Dutch  "'     ""   ^^^' 

■  East  India  Company  being  ready  to  sail  for  Europe,  I  thought  a 
part  of  the  publick  letters  (which  were  all  enclosed  in  a  cover  to 
you)  should  be  sent  by  this  opportunity  for  the  early  information  Despatches, 
of  Government.  I  therefore  wrote  the  master  of  the  Neptune, 
who  is  charged  with  the  despatches,  the  enclosed  letter  No.  4,  J  and 
in  the  presence  of  Captain  Parker  and  the  master  of  the  Neptune  I 
opened  the  packet  and  divided  the  letters,  part  of  whicli  I  put  in 
another  cover,  and  after  scaling  it  delivered  it  to  the  master  of  the 
Neptune,  and  the  others  accompanies  this,  which,  I  hope,  will  meet 
with  approbation.  After  a  very  minute  enquiry  of  the  master  of 
the  Ne])tun(!  and  Lady  Juliana,  and  from  a  midshipman  lielonging 
to  the  Sirius  (who  is  second  mate  of  tlie  Neptune),  and  finding 
that  there  is  a  great  probability  that  every  pound  of  salt  provisions 
that  can  be  sent  to  New  South  Wales  will  be  very  acceptable 
there  in  case  any  accident  has  hapijened  to  the  Supply,  Captain 
Parker  wrote   the  enclosed   letter  No.  5   to  the  master  of  the 

*  Not  recorded. 

t  Bulls,  year  old,  two  ;  do.,  two  years,  one  ;  cows,  one  year,  nineteen  ;  sows,  one  year, 
tin  ;  Lwes," fifty  ;  rams,  three  ;  hay  and  barley  in  iiroportion  for  the  above  ;  seed  wheat,  li 
bu.sliflls  ;  garden  seeds,  8  baskets  ;  rabbits,  tame  pidgeons. 

}  Not  available. 
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1791 
3  July. 

Provisions 
for  Port 
Jackson. 


Heavy 
charges. 


The 

Guardian's 

stores. 


Sailinf; 
arrange- 
ments. 


Sale  of  the 
Guardian's 
stores. 


Business 
arrange- 
ments. 


Active,  who  can  take  on  board  twenty  tierces  and  thirty  Larrells 
of  salt  provisions,  which  Capt'n  Parker  has  ordered  Messieurs 
Kerstan  and  Adrianson  (who  Lieut't  Riou  left  in  charge  with  the 
Guardian's  stores  and  provisions)  to  deliver  the  above  number  of 
casks  to  Mr.  Peter  De  Wit,  who  will  cause  them  to  be  sent  from 
hence  to  False  Bay,  where  the  Active  lyes,  and  take  the  master's 
receipts  for  them,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Commissary  at  Port  Jack- 
son, one  of  which  receipts  will  be  transferred  to  you  by  the  next 
vessell  from  hence.  The  pi-ice  of  carriage  from  hence  to  False 
Bay  will  be  found  very  great  (twenty-five  rix  dollars  for  four 
casks)  ;  but  exorbitant  as  it  is,  it  will  be  very  advantageous  to 
Government,  as  the  Gorgon  cannot  take  above  fifty  casks.  If 
the  other  transports  that  conies  here  can  take  the  rest  at  the  same 
terms,  as  the  storehouse  hire  is  very  great,  and  the  meat,  which  i.j 
now  three  years  old,  may  be  in  a  few  months  in  a  perishable  state, 
in  case  of  any  transports  coming  in  to  False  Bay  before  our 
departure  from  hence,  I  shall  direct  Mr.  De  Wit  to  send  what 
quantity  the  commanders  of  the  transports  can  receive  on  board. 
Two  storehouses  are  hired  for  the  Guardian's  stores,  etc.,  as  by 
the  inventory  No  6,*  each  of  which  stands  Government  in  thirty 
rix  dollars  a  month,  Capt.  Parker  intends  clearing  one  storehouse, 
"which  will  then  contain  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  inventory. 

The  expence  of  transporting  provisions,  stores,  cattle,  and  every 
article  from  hence  being  so  excessive,  and  the  season  being  a  very 
good  one  (three  Indiamen  having  lay'd  in  Table  Bay  all  the  winter), 
Captain  Parker,  after  being  fully  assured  from  every  person  here 
that  no  danger  can  attend  the  Gorgon's  lying  in  Table  Bay,  purposes 
bringing  the  ship  round  when  everything  is  collected  together, 
and  after  I'eceiving  them  on  board  to  sail  immediately,  which  from 
every  present  appearance  will  be  in  about  three  weeks. 

Captain  Parker  has  received  from  Messrs.  Kerstan  and  Adrian- 
son  eight  thousand  rix  dollar.s,  being  part  of  the  money  that  ai'ose 
from  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  Guardian's  provisions  and  stores, 
which  Lieutenant  Riou  left  in  the  hands  of  the  above  merchants, 
to  be  applied  to  his  Majesty's  use  by  the  commandei's  of  any  men- 
of-war  that  might  touch  at  this  place  ;  after  what  the  Gorgon's 
expences  here  amounts  to  is  paid,  the  remainder  will  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  stock,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  settlement. 

Having  in  a  former  part  of  my  letter  mentioned  the  partner- 
ship being  dissolved  between  Messrs.  De  Wit  and  Kerstan,  it  may 
require  an  explanation  on  account  of  De  Wit  being  employed  in 
preference  to  Kerstan,  who  with  three  other  associates  are  charged 
with  the  stores  by  Lieut't  Riou.  I  have  known  Mr.  De  Wit  for 
years,  and  Governor  Phillip,  from  a  persuasion  of  his  integrity, 
employed  him  alone  when  the  Sirius  arrived  here  in  1787,  but  at 
Mr.  De  Wit's  request  Mr.  Kerstan  was  joined  with  him.  I  need 
only  refer  you  to  Governor  Phillip's  expences  at  this  place  as  a 


*  Not  recorded. 
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proof  of  Mr.  De  Wit's  reasonable  charges,  considering  the  situation  1791 
of  this  place;  and  as  he  has  always  been  looked  on  as  the  acting  3 July. 
and  active  person  by  Governor  Phillip,  and  as  that  propriety  of 
conduct  stands  unimpeached.a  proof  of  which  is  his  being  employed 
alone  by  Captain  Blanket,  while  Lieut.  Riou  was  here,  and  after  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  which  were  I  thought  sufiicient  reasons 
to  induce  me  to  recommend  him  to  Capt.  Parker,  in  preference  to 
Mr.  Kerstan  and  his  associates. 

Should  any  part   of  my   conduct  in   interfering  in  the   above 
business  be  disapproved  of  I  shall  be  much  concerned  ;  but  I  can 
assure  you,  sir,  that  no  other  motive  than  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  The  good  of 
service,  guided  by  honourable  princij^les,  has   operated  with  me  in  the  service, 
undertaking  a  transaction  which  I  had  no  authority  for. 

I  have,  (fee, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

N.B. — The  Kent,  East  Indiaman,  sailed  from  hence  on  the  26th 
June,  and  the  Lord  Camden,  Indiaman,  this  day.  The  troops  all 
in  good  health. 

The  regiment  of  Wirtemberg  is  gone  from  hence  to   Batavia,  Affairsatthe 
and  the  only  i-egular  troops  here  is  the  regiment  of  Gordon,  which  *^''i'®- 
is  aljout  800  men.     The  Governor  is  ordered  to  Europe,  and  all 
the  fortitications  which  were  erecting  here  are  put  a  stop  to,  and 
the  Company  selling  off  their  estates  and   a   great   part   of  their 
property  to  individuals.*     There  is  no  certain  accounts  from  "India. 

Since  writing  the  above  and  making  a  rough  calculation  of  what 
the  expences  will  be,  I  think  the  8,000  rix  dollars  will  discharge 
both  ship  and  settlement's  demands,  which  will  prevent  any  bills 
being  drawn. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERXOR   KiNG   TO  UnDER  SECRETARY   ISTEPEAN.f 

Dear  Sir,  Cape,  July  3rd,  1791.  3  July. 

As  my  publick  letter  to  you  contains  everything  I  have  to 
-ay  on  the  business  I  have  undertaken,  I  can  have  little  more 
to  remark  than  that  I  am  fully  persuaded,  if  opinions  and  order 
<ould  have  been  received  and  conveyed,  that  my  conduct  would  be 
approved  of.  If  it  is  not,  I  shall  only  have  the  satisfaction  that 
v.itli  respect  to  pecuniary  advantages  drawn  from  those  things 
that  my  hands  and  heart  will  be  as  clean  as  my  friend  Phillip'.s, 
whom  I  shall  always  imitate.  Had  I  not  interfered  in  the  business, 
the  Gorgon  would  have  gone  without  a  single  head  of  stock,  and,  The  live 
as  it  is,  I  tliink  she  sh(juld  have  stowed  more,  but  I  have  gone  far  ^^'^^^ 
•  •nough  to  risque  a  censure. 

Respecting  the  business  of  De  Wit  and  Kerstan,  I  nmst  .say  that  De  Wit  and 
T  think,  and  know,  that  the  whimsical  caprice  of  a  crack-brained  '^^'■®'^*"' 
man  has  occasioned  the  separation,  which  has  arisen  from  such  a 
cause  that  I  am  ashamed  to  employ  a  word  about  it.     If  there  is 
any  charge  of  dishonesty  or  negligence  against  De  Wit,  I  think 

'  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  at  this  time  in  possession  of  tlie  Dutch.        t  A  private  letter. 
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3  July. 


Quarrelling 
at  Norfolk 
Island. 


Judicial 
affairs. 


5  July. 


The  Pitt. 


Useful 
convicts. 


A  yessel  in 
fi-ame. 


Provisions. 


Mr.  E,  [Riou],  as  an  officer,  ought  to  have  informed  Capt.  Blanket 
[Blankett]  of  it,  wlio  employed  him  alone  after  the  partnership  was 

dissolved,  and  Riou  hero — but  it  appears  by  a  letter  from  B 1 

[Captain  Blankett]  to  Commodore  Cornwallis  that  De  Wit's  con- 
duct was  very  different.  I  hope,  after  the  first  accounts  are  arrived 
in  England,  that  I  shall  be  gratified  with  learning  that  my  officious- 
ness  is  not  disapproved  of.  By  a  mid.,  belonging  to  the  Sirius,  who 
is  second  mate  of  the  Neptune,  I  find  the  quarrelling  and  jangling 
is  transferred  from  P.J.  [Port  Jackson]  to  N.I.  [Norfolk  Island], 
where  they  distinguish  themselves  by  difierent  partys.  Governor 
P.  [Phillip]  and  your  brother*  was  in  good  health.  I  am  much 
surprized  that  there  were  no  letters  either  for  you  or  Mrs.  N.  from 
the  latter.  I  made  particular  enquiry  but  could  not  hear  of  any. 
From  the  present  state  of  Norfolk  Island,  I  hope  you  will  see  the 
very  great  necessity  there  is  for  some  regulation  in  judicial  matters 
— for  much  punishment  may  be  necessary,  but  if  possible  will  be 
avoided,  and  without  some  regular  mode  things  must  fall  into  con- 
fusion. Should  I  be  named  president,  or  any  other  character  in  the 
court,  I  should  hope  you  would  consider  my  present  small  stipend. 
That  and  every  other  consideration  I  must  leave  to  your  friendship. 

Yours,  &c., 
Philip  Gidley  King. 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  DundasI  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  5  July,  1791. 

Agreeably  to  the  intimation  which  was  made  to  you  by 
Lord  Grenville  in  his  letter,  No.  10,  of  the  19th  of  February  last,| 
the  ship  Pitt  has  been  taken  vip,  and  will  proceed  with  three 
hundred  and  fifty-six  male  and  fifty -six  female  convicts  to  Port 
Jackson  the  first  fair  wind. 

In  selecting  the  convicts  who  compose  the  present  embarkation 
care  has  been  taken  that  no  persons  but  such  as  are  likely  to  be 
useful  in  the  settlement  will  now  be  sent  out.  It  will,  I  am 
afraid,  be  impossible,  unless  the  Pitt  should  be  detained  longer 
than  is  expected,  to  furnish  you  by  her  with  copies  of  the  several 
Orders  of  Council  for  fixing  the  destination  of  these  people  ;  but, 
as  another  vessel  will  be  dispatched  to  you  in  the  course  of  the 
autumn  with  a  further  number  of  convicts,  I  shall  avail  myself  of 
that  opportunity  of  forwarding  them  to  you. 

You  will  receive  by  the  Pitt  a  vessel  in  frame,  which,  when  set 
up,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  found  extremely  useful  to  you  ;  and 
also  a  proportion  of  salted  beef  and  pork  for  four  hundred 
convicts  for  twelve  months.  The  supply  was  confined  to  these 
articles  on  the  idea  that,  with  the  grain  produced  in  the  settle- 
ments, the  flour  already  sent  from  home,  the  quantity  purchased 

*  Captain  Nicholas  Nepean. 

t  Afterwards  Viscount  Melville.    He  succeeded  Lord  Grenville  at  the  Home  OflBce  in  June, 
1791,  Grenville  going  to  the  foreign  Office. 
t  Ante,  p.  4C1. 


CAPTAIN  Vancouver's  expedition.  497 

at  Batavia,  and  the  supply  intended  to  l^e  forwarded  to  you  from       1791 
Calcutta,  you  would  not,  at  least  for  tlie  present,  be  in  want  of     5  July, 
flour  or  rice.     I  shall,  however,  before  the  departure  of  the  next 
ship,  endeavour  to  form  the  be.st  opinion  I  can  from  your  com- 
munications of  the  exact  state  of  the  settlement  in  this  respect, 
and  shall  then  make  such  preparation  as  may  appear  requisite  for 
furnishing  you  with  sucli  further  supplies  as  you  maybe  supposed  Further 
to  stand  in  need  of.     The  tonnage  taken  up  in  stowing  away  the      ^*^^' 
vessel  in  frame  has  prevented  your  receiving  by  this  opportunity 
some    articles,    particularly   the    clothing  for    the    convicts    now 
embarked,  which  could  not,  from  the  want  of  room,  be  taken  on 
board. 

The  ship  Dtedalus  will  proceed  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  to 
the    north-west   coast  of  America,  to  receive  possession  of  the  Nf^rth- 
several  places  there  which,  in  consequence  of  the  late  convention  p^J^ns. 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  King  of  Spain,  are  to  be  restored.* 
This  vessel,  after  the  performance  of  that  service  and  delivering  to 
Captain  Vancouver  (employed  in  surveying  the  said  coast)  such 
stores  and  provi.sions  as  he  may  be  able  to  take  on  board,  will, 
agreeably  to  the  intimation  made  to  you  by  Lord  Grenville  in  his 
I  tetter  before  referred  to,  repair  to  New  South  "Wales,  where  she 
may  be  expected  early  in  the  year  1793,  and  her  commander  will  Captain 
tlien  follow  your  orders,  either  for  going  to  Calcutta  or  elsewhere,  instructions, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  supplies.     It  is  probable,  however, 
tliat  Captain  Vancouver  will  not  be  aVjle  to  take  on  board  so  much 
1)1  the  cargo  of  the  Deedalus  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
execute  the  order.s  he  has  received  ;  if  it  should  so  happen,  he  will 
;ipply  to  you  to  order  the  Daedalus  to  rejoin  him  at  the  Sandwich  D^dalus. 
Islands  during  the  following  winter  with  the  remainder  of  her 
•argo ;  and  on  receiving  .such  application  you  will  comply  thei'e- 
with,  or  send  some  other  vessel,  which  may  then  be  with  you,  with 
those  supplies,  and  any  others  he  may  stand  in  need  of,  which  the 
settlement  under  your  government  may,  without  inconvenience, 
l)e  able  to  furnish.      Major  Grose  proceeds  in  tlie  Pitt  with  one  Major 
company  of  his  corps;  the  other  will  follow  in  the  next  ship.     The 
disposition  which  has  in  many  instances  been  shown  by  the  con- 
victs to  mutiny  during  the  passage  appears  to  render  a  military 
guard  at  all  times  indispensably  necessary,  f 


Grose. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVF.RNOR    KiNG  TO   UnDER  SECRETARY    NePEAN.  | 

Dear  Sir,  Cape,  July  6th,  1791.  6J"iy- 

As  I  find  the  Juliana  will  sail  in  two  or  three  days,  1  have 
a  little  more  time  than  when  my  letters  by  the  Dutch  packet  were 
despatched,  and  which  I  hope  havecome  toyourhands  long  e'er  now. 

*  Ante,  p.  4.51. 

t  This  despatch  is  unsigned,  but  it  is  obviously  from  the  Right  Hori.  Henrj-  Dundas. 

}  A  private  letter. 

2k 
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C  July. 
Cattle. 


American 
enterprise. 


Six  months' 
provisions. 


Live  stock. 


State  of 
Norfolk 
Island. 


The  Gorgon  will  be  round  here  about  the  fifteenth,  and  I  hope 
the  weather  will  be  so  favourable  to  us  in  embarking  the  cattle,  etc., 
that  we  shall  get  away  from  hence  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

As  the  cattle  are  all  strong,  and  have  been  kept  up  at  dry  feed 
this  fortnight  past,  I  hope  the  major  part  of  them  will  survive 
the  length  of  our  passage,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  more  than 
five  weeks,  and  at  the  time  you  receive  this  I  hope  to  be  on  my 
way  to  Norfolk  Island  from  Port  Jackson. 

Application  has  been  made  by  an  American  to  be  freighted 
with  the  Guardian's  provisions  and  stores,  and  to  have  1,.500 
guineas  for  the  run,  but  as  that  is  a  step  too  delicate  for  such 
subalterns  as  Parker  and  myself  to  have  anything  to  do  with,  we 
declined  it.  There  is  a  Whitehaven  man  who,  on  his  own  head, 
intends  going  immediately  to  America  and  carrying  out  two  vessells 
—one  of  100  or  120  tons,  a  Marble  Head  schooner,  and  the  other  a 
brig  of  150  tons — both  Avhich  he  means  to  load  Avith  salt  beef 
and  pork,  which  he  can  afford  to  sell  in  the  colony  for  7d.  a  pound. 
He  wished  encouragement  from  me  ;  but  anything  of  that  kind 
being  out  of  my  power  to  give  him,  he  has  taken  a  decided  part, 
and  means  to  run  the  risque.  I  mention  this  that  you  may  know 
what  is  meant.  From  a  calculation  which  I  have  made,  and  being 
assisted  by  the  accounts  I  have  got  from  the  masters  of  the 
Neptune  and  Juliana,  I  think  there  is  about  six  months'  pro- 
visions in  the  colony  at  wliole  allowance  from  August,  making 
sure  of  the  Supply  and  the  snow  she  carried  with  her  being 
arrived  at  Port  Jackson,  and  including  what  the  Gorgon  may  be 
able  to  land.  Should  any  ship  be  sent  here  with  a  view  to 
carrying  out  stock  to  New  South  Wales,  I  should  think  the 
summer  will  be  the  best  time,  as  we  must  expect  much  boisterous 
weather,  and  which  will,  of  course,  hurt  the  stock  ;  and  the  kind 
of  cattle  that  oudit  to  be  taken  from  hence  is  what  is  here  called 
the  "bastard  European  cow."  This  kind  would  have  been  taken 
in  the  Gorgon,  but  the  price  being  so  much  more  than  the  common 
kind  that,  when  compared  with  Gov'r  Phillip's  and  Eiou's  account, 
it  would  naturally  haA'e  the  air  of  peculating.  The  stock  we  take 
from  hence  are  very  healthy  aiid  strong,  and  I  do  hope  they  will 
continue  so.  When  the  last  accounts  are  closed  I  shall  send 
duplicates  of  the  letters  I  sent  from  hence,  dated  July  3rd,  by  a 
Dutch  packet. 

I  beg  once  more  to  recommend  to  your  attention  the  state 
Norfolk  Island  must  be  in  if  there  is  no  mode  of  inflicting  punish- 
ments with  some  appearance  of  legality.  You  know  the  critical 
situation  I  was  once  in,  and  I  must  say  that  I  am  conscious  that 
the  whole  originated  in  the  knowledge  the  people  on  the  island 
had  of  my  incompetency  to  inflict  severe  punishments ;  and  now 
there  is  so  great  an  addition  to  their  numbers  a  decided  and  firm 
line  of  concluct  must  and  will  be  adopted  by  me,  and  I  shall  only 
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have  reason  and  equity  to  apologize  for  any  violent  measures  that        1791 
I  may  find  it  necessary  to  adopt.     The  distance  from  N.I.  to  Port      eJuiy. 

J is  great,  and  the  ii-regularity  of  communication  between  yioi~r 

these  places  is  so  very  uncertain  that  I  can  assure  you  if  I  had  a  measures 
necessity  I  shall  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  inflictins;  the  last  and  I"^?p™,,- 
most  dreadfull  of  punishments  rather  than  sufter  things  to  fall  into 
disorder  and  to  neglect  the  trust  reposed  in  me.     If  I  have  said 
too  much  on  this  head  I  ask  your  excuse,  and  can  assui-e  you  that 
I  have  a  heart  as  susceptible  of  humanity  as  most  people  ;  but 
still  my  -wish  and  endea\ours  to  promote  industry  and  preserve 
peace  shall  not  for  the  future  expose  me  and  the  island  to  those 
risques  which  I  have  once  escaped,  and  I  hope  the  necessity  of 
having  some  legal  court  of  justice,  and  some  ostensible  character  Gourt  of 
in  judicial  matters  being  vested  in  me  (which  must  create  respect  l-equh^ed. 
to  authority),  will  be  obvious  to  you. 

I  beg  to  offer  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  Mrs.  Nepean, 
to  whom  I  beg  my  respects.  I  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidlky  King. 

The  Pvight  Hex.  Hexry  Dundas  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty.     (Banks  Papers.)* 
My  Lords,  6th  July,  1791.  ojuiy. 

I  transmit  to  your  Lordships  herewith  the  duplicate  and 
translation  of  a  letter  from  Count  Florida  Blanca,t  signifying  his 
Catholic  Majesty's  orders  to  the  Spanish  officer  commanding  at 
Xootka  to  cause  such  officer  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  j:)art  of  Nootka. 
his  Majesty  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  buildings  and  districts 
or  parcells  of  land  therein  described,  which  were  occupied  by  his 
-ubjects  in  the  month  of  April,  1789,  agreeably  to  the  first  article 
j  of  the  late  convention  ;  and  also  to  deliver  up  any  persons  in  the 
service  of  British  subjects  who  may  have  been  detained  in  those 
parts. 

The  Dsedalus  transport  having,  I  understand,  taken  on  board  The 
the  pro\-isions  and  stores  demanded  by  Capt.  Vancouver  for  the  ^'''''''''"''• 
supply  of  the  Discovery  and  Chatham,  tender,  it  is  his  INIajesty's 
pleasure  that  your  Lordships  should  oixler  Lieut.    Hergest,   her 
commander,  the  moment  she  is  ready  for  sea,  to  proceed  with  her 
j  to  the  .Sandwich  Islands,  and  on  meeting  with  Cajitain  Vancouver 
I  to  deliver  to  hiin  the  letters  above  mentioned  relative  to  the  resti- 
tutions, and  to  put  himself  under  his  direction  for  the  execution 
of  this  service,  in  order  that  Capt.  Vancouver  may  be  impeded  as 
little  as  possible  in  the  progress  of  his  intended  survey  ;  l)ut  as  the  ipstme- 
season  is  now  so  far  advanced,  it  appears  extremely  probable  that  *'°"^' 
Captain  Vancouver  will  have  left  the  Sandwich  Islands  before  the 

*  rnsi','ne(l,  but  endorsed  in  Sir  Jos<;]ili  Haiiks's  handw  ritiiitr,  "  Dra't,  to  tlie  Admiralty 
^ibout  the  I);ijdalus."     Tliis  letter  is  ol.viously  from  the  Hi^'lit  Hon.  Hcnrv  Dundas. 

t  A  Spanish  statesman  and  political  economist.  When  this  letter  was  written  Count 
l-'lon<la  Ijlanca  was  First  Secretary  of  State.     "  Annual  Register,"  1790,  p.  292. 
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6  July. 


To  wait  at 
Nootka. 


To  make 
friends  with 
the 
Spaniards 


and  the 
natives. 


Not  to  wo 
southward 
of  lat.  30°  N. 


Contii)g:en- 
cies. 


arrival  of  the  Dajclalus,  and  if  it  slioukl  so  happen,  Lieut.  Hergest 
should  be  directed  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Nootka,  where 
he  may  expect  to  be  met  by  a  Spanish  officer,  to  whom  he  is  to 
deliver  Count  Florida  Blanca's  letter,  and  to  receive  from  him,  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  possession  of  the  buildings  and  districts  or 
parcells  of  land  of  which  his  Majesty's  subjects  were  possessed  at 
that  port,  as  well  as  at  Port  Cox  and  any  other  places  on  that 
coast ;  and  having  so  done  he  is  to  wait  at  Nootka  until  he  shall 
be  joined  by  Capt.  Vancouver,  who,  as  your  Lordships  will  see  by 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  him,  may  be  expected  there  in  the 
course  of  the  next  summer. 

During  L't  Hergest's  continuance  at  Nootka  or  elsewhere  on  the 
American  coast,  he  is  to  avoid  with  the  utmost  caution  the  giving 
any  ground  of  complaint  to  the  subjects  or  officers  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty  whom  he  may  meet  with,  and  to  treat  them  in  the  most 
amicable  and  friendly  manner  ;  and  if  he  should  fall  in  with  any 
Spanish  ships  employed  on  the  said  coast,  he  is  to  affiard  to  the 
officer  commanding  such  ships  every  possible  degree  of  assistance 
and  information,  and  he  is  to  offer  to  him  that  they  should  make 
to  each  other  reciprocally  a  free  and  unreserved  communication  of 
all  plans  and  charts  of  discoveries  made  by  them  during  their 
respective  voyages.  He  is  also  to  be  particularly  enjoined  to  treat 
in  the  most  friendly  manner  the  subjects  or  vessels  of  any  other 
power  or  state  or  any  of  the  native  Indians  which  he  may  happen 
to  meet  with,  and  to  be  careful  not  to  do  anything  which  may  give 
occasion  to  any  interruption  of  that  peace  which  now  happily  sub- 
sists between  his  Majesty  and  all  other  powers. 

Your  Lordships  will  likewise  instruct  L't  Hergest  on  no  account 
whatever  to  touch  at  any  port  on  the  continent  of  America  to 
the  southward  of  the  lat.  of  30"  No.,  unless  from  any  accident 
he  should  find  it  necessary  for  his  immediate  safety  to  take  .shelter 
there,  and  in  case  of  such  an  event  to  continue  there  no  longer 
than  may  be  absolutely  necessary.  This  restriction  should  also 
be  strongly  enforced  on  Capt.  Vancouver,  in  order  to  prevent  his 
having  any  communication  with  that  part  of  the  coast  comprised 
within  the  lat.  above  mentioned  and  that  part  of  South  America 
where  on  his  return  home  he  is  directed  to  commence  his  intended 
survey,  tliat  any  complaints  on  the  part  of  Spain  upon  this  point 
may,  if  possible,  be  i)revented. 

From  the  nature  of  the  service  on  which  Capt.  Vancouver  is 
employed,  a  variety  of  circumstances  may  occur  which  may  prevent 
his  reaching  the  port  of  Nootka  during  the  ensuing  summer.  If 
it  should  so  happen,  or  that  he  does  not  arrive  there  before  the 
month  of  November,  it  will  be  proper  that  Lieut.  Hergest  should 
be  directed  to  proceed  from  thence  to  Karahoa  Bay,  and  endeavour 
to  fall  in  with  him  there  or  elsewhere  in  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
where  Ca^jt.  Vancouver  proposes  to  pass  the  winter. 
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As  the  Danlalus,  after  this  service  shall  have  been  performed,        1791 
is  intended  to  be  employed  in  N.  S.  Wales  under  the  orders   of      CJuiy. 
Governor  Phillip,  it  will  be  proper  that  your  Lordships  should  -j-j^g 
direct  Capt.  Vancouver  not  to  detain  her   at  Nootka  or  at  the  Daedalus  to 
Sandwich  Islands  any  longer  than  may  be  absolutely  necessary,  jackson"^ 
but  to  disi)atch  her  to  Port  Jack.Bon  with  such  live  stock  and  other  ^Y'^V'^^ 
refreshments  as  may  be  likely  to  be  of  use  in  the  settlement  there,  ' 
directing  L't  Hei-gest  to  touch  at  New  Zealand  in  his  way  and 
endeavour  to  take  with  him   a  flax-dresser  or  two,  in  order  that 
the    new    settlers   may,    if   possible,  be    properly    instructed    in 
management  of  that  valuable  plant.      Previous,   however,    to  his 
dispatching  the  Daedalus  he  will  consider  whether,  in   case  of  his 
not  being  able  to  take  on  board  the  whole  of  her  cargo,  any  future 
supply  of  those  articles  will  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  con-  Supplies, 
tinue  his  intended  survey,  and,  if  so,  that  lie  will  be  careful  to  send 
notice  thereof  to  Governor  Phillip,    who,  on  the  receipt  of  such 
application,  will  be  directed  to  redispatch  the  Djedalus  or  to  send 
some  other  vessel   to  him   with  the  remainder  of  those  supplies, 
and  any  others  which  he  may  be  able  to  furnish  to  such  rendezvous 
as  Capt.  Vancouver  may  think  tit  to  appoint. 

1  enclose  to  your  Lordships  herewith  a  sketch  of  the  coast  of  T^®  ^?^''*  °^ 
America,  extending  from  Nootka  down  to  the  latitude  47°  30",  in- 
cluding the  inlet  or  Gulj^h  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  referred  to  in  my  former 
dispatch.*  The  surveys  from  which  this  sketch  was  compiled  are 
Paid  to  have  been  made  by  one  of  the  ships  under  M.  de  Martinez, 
in  the  year  1790,  and  will  probably  be  found  to  be  of  use  on  the 
intended  expedition.  This  sketch  was  obtained  by  Lord  St.  Helens 
from  Count  Florida  Blanca,  and  I  have  the  satisfation  of  informing 
your  Lordships  that  from  the  declarations  which  have  lately  been 
made  by  that  Minister  there  appears  to  be  the  strongest  disposition 
on  the  part  of  his  Court  that  every  assistance  and  information  should 
be  given  to  his  Majesty's  officers  employed  upon  that  coast,  with  a 
view  to  the  enabling  them  to  carry  their  orders  into  full  execution. 

If  either  Capt.  Vancouver  or  Lieut.  Hergest  during  their  con- 

li  nuance  on   the   American  coast  should   meet  with  any  of  the 

Chinese  who  were  engaged  by  Mr.  Meares  and  his  associates,  or 

;inyof  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  may  have  been  in  captivity,  they  Captives  to 

are  to  be  directed  to  receive  them  on  board,  and  to  accommodate 

them  in  the  best  manner  they  may  be  able,  until  such  time  as 

oi)])ortunities  may  be  found  of  sending  them  to  the  ditierent  places 

*')  which  they  may  be  desirous  of  being  conveyed. 

[Unsigned.] 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Undkr  SKcnETAnv  Nepean. 
(Banks  Papers.)! 
Dear  Sir,  July  8th,  1791,  Friday,  3  o'clock.  8  July. 

As  I  am  not  now  resident  in  London,  I  have  it  not  in  my 
power  to  pay  the  same  attention  in  calling  at  the  office  n-peatedly 

*  Ante,  p.  453.  t  A  private  letter. 
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1''91       as  I  can  do  when  I  am  here.     I  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  of  a 

8  July,      specific  appointment  for  to-morrow  if  you  cannot  see  me  tc-day, 

as  I  go  into  the  country  on  Sunday. 

Instructions      With  this  you  receive  instructions  for  the  gardeners  employed 

ga'ideners.     on  board  the  Providence*,  which  Mr.   Stephens  tells  me  must 

originate  in  your  office,  as  the  letter  which  serves  as  a  foundation 

for  the  voyage  refers  to  them.     I  shall  be  glad  to  assist  the  clerk 

who  is  employed  to  copy  them,  as  from  a   lameness  in  my   right 

tliumb  I  fear  they  will  be  less  legible  than  my  hand  usually  is. 

I  conclude  I  shall  be  indulged  with  a  copy  of  them  when  finished, 

or  the  return  of  my  original. 

You  will  recollect  that  I  have  not  yet  been  furnished  with  the 
copies  of  Menzies'  instructions,  and  those  given  to  Vancouver 
on  his  account,  which  were  promised  me  when  the  ship  sailed. 

Yours,  &c., 
J'li  Banks. 

Lieutenant  Menzies  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  (Banks  Papers.) 

10  July.         Sir  Joseph,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  July  10,  p.m.,  1791. 

My  last  letter  to  you  was  dated  at  Tenerift',  on  the  7th  of 

May,  giving  some  account  of  the /rac«s  which  happened  us  there. 

The  We  have  this  moment  come  to  an  anchor  in  Simon's  Bay,  after 

sinwii  "^^  a  passage    of  nine  weeks  from  TeneritF,   and  learning  that  the 

^^y-  Lady  Juliana,  Botany  Bay  transport,  is  upon  the  eve  of  sailing 

for  England,  I  embrace  that  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  of  our 

having  so  far  advanced  on  our  voyage  safe  and  in  good  liealth. 

I  am  so  charmed  with  the  romantic  appearance  of  the  mountains 
which  now  surround  me  that  I  promise  myself  some  pleasant 
Excursions,  excursions  during  our  stay,  and  shall  write  you  more  particularly 
before  I  leave  this  place  with  some  of  the  homeward-bound  East 
Indiamen,  which  still  remain  in  the  bay. 
The  Gorgon.  The  Gorgon  arrived  here  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  I  am  told 
parted  with  three  other  outward-bound  Botany  Bay  transports  at 
St.  Jago,  neither  of  which  are  yet  come  in  here. 

Mr.  Harris  is  well,  and  enjoys  every  comfort  and  assistance 
respecting  his  professional  studies  which  is  in  my  power  to  give 
him.  I  have,  (kc, 

Archibald  Menzies. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
(Banks  Papers.  )t 

11  July.         My  Dear  Sir,  S.S.  [Soho  Square],  July  11,  179L 

I  expected  to  have  found  among  the  papers  you  gave  me 
the  other  day  one  at  least  of  those  you  promised  me,  but  on 
perusing  them  I  could  not  see  any  trace  of  either.     One,  you  know, 

*  The  vessel  selected  for  the  second  bread-fruit  expedition.    Ante,  pp.  473-4S5. 
t  Private  letter  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  handwriting,  but  unsigned. 
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is  Mcnzies'  instruction^^  ;   tlic  other  tliose  given  to  Yancouvcr  for        1791 
the  fruidauce  of  his  conduct  towards  Menzies*.      The  h\st  interests      ii  July. 
me  particuhirly,  as  he  writes  to  nie  ahnost  in  despair  that  nothing  ^jg^^ies  and 
has  been  communicated  to  liim  hy  wliich  he  is  enabled  to  know  Vancouver. 
what  assistance  he  lias  a  right  to  expect  from  the  ship. 

If  the  hurry  of  your  business  at  present  does  not  allow  leisure 
to  the  clerks  to  copy  them,  I  will  readily  call  and  do  it  myself.  I 
sliall  be  in  town  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  if  you  will  give  me  a  line  Papers 
inturming  me  the  time  when  you  are  likely  to  be  least  engaged,  and  ^^'''°*'^'^'- 
will  come  to  the  office  for  that  purpose.  I  grow  anxious  to  get 
them  as  soon  as  possible,  because  I  ought  to  write  by  the  Dfedalus, 
which  must  now  be  on  the  point  of  her  departure. 

I  received  the  original,  and  copied  instructions  for  the  gardenei's 
on  board  the  Providence,  and  I  have  given  the  letter  to  Mr.  Ibbet- 
son,  as  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  which  that  business  originated. 
I  conclude,  therefore,  that  you  will  have  no  more  trouble  on  the  No  more 
subject  of  that  voyage,  vinless,  perhaps,  when  my  bills  come  to  be  *''^"^''^- 
paid,  which,  however,  I  believe  the  Admiralty  will  settle  when  they 
have  from  you  the  times  of  the  gardeners'  engagements,  etc. 

I  wish  we  could  tempt  you  and  Mrs.  Nepean  to  come  and  spend 
a  day  with  us  in  the  country.  We  shall  after  next  Saturday  be 
wholly  settled,  only  ten  miles  off,  fi'om  whence  you  might  return 
on  horseback  to  your  office  by  the  usual  time  you  arrive  at  it  in 
the  morning  from  St.  James's.  Yours,  itc. 

[No  signature.] 

LIEUTEXANT-GOVERNOR  KiNG  TO  UnDER  SECRETARY  NePEAX. 

Dear  Sir,  Cape,  July  16th,  1791.         icjuiy. 

As  Capt.  Campbell,  by  whom  I  send  this,  leaves  the  Cape 
to-morrow,   I  have  little  to   say,  except  that  the  Gorgon  sailed  The  Gorgon, 
yesterday  from    False   Bay,   and   I    hope   she   will    anchor   here 
to-moirow  or  next  day;  and  if  bad  weather  does  not  happen,   I 
hope  the  24th  will  see  us  clear  of  the  Cape. 

The   Discovery,    Chatham,    Barrington,   Albemarle,    Britannia,  vessels  iu 
Queen,  and  Active  are  now  in  False  Bay.     The  two  latter  will  v^^- 
sail  in  a  day  or  two.     They  take   150  Ijarrells  of  the  Guardian's 
pork.     As  Capt.  Vancouver  is  at  False  Bay,  I  have  requested  him 
to  ask  how  many  casks  can  be  received  on  board  the  other  three 
ships.     With  what  they  take  and  the  Gorgon,  I  hope  most  of  the 
provisions  will  be  shipped  ott',  and  then  nothing  but  mere  refuse 
will   Ije  in  the   store-houses,  which   stands    Government    80    rix 
dollars  a  month.      I  think  it  will  be  best  to  order  the  remaining 
stores  that  the  Gorgon  and  Discovoi-y  docs  not  take  to  be  sold.     I  Guardian's 
think  they  are  now  at  a  very  reduced  allowance  at  P.J.,  for  hy  ^^^^"*^'^° 
the  masters  of  the  Neptune  and  Lady  Juliana's  account  there!  was 

*  The  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Menzies  arc  printed,  pp.  424-420.   Those  given  to  Captain 
Vancouver  are  not  amoni;  the  Records. 
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17  July. 

Voyage  of 

the 

Discovery 

and 

Chatham. 


Refitting. 


1791        not  more  tlian  six  months'  provisions  in  August,  1790,  and  no  sliip 

16  July,     has  gone  from  India.      It  is  true  the  Supply  was  not  arrived  from 

Batavia  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  she  cai-ried  six  months' 

provisions  for  1,100  people,  and  since  then  the  numbers  have  been 

increased  considerably  by  those  who  went  out  in  1790.     I  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 
I  have  desired  Capt.  Campbell  to  look  at  the  store-houses,  who 
will  give  you  every  information  about  them  that  you  may  wish  to 
ask  him. 

Captain  Vancouver  to  Under  Secretary  ISTepean. 

Discovery,  in  Simon's  Bay, 

Sir,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  17th  July,  1791. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  on  the  tenth  of 
this  month  we  arrived  in  this  bay  in  perfect  health.  Indeed,  the 
whole  of  our  people  seem  to  enjoy  that  blessing  in  an  infinite 
superior  degree  than  on  our  departure  from  England.  We  have 
found  the  Discovery  to  answer  in  every  respect  equal,  and  in  some 
instances  beyond,  our  expectations.  In  the  Chatliam  we  have 
not  been  so  fortunate,  as  she  is  neither  so  comfortable  at  sea,  nor 
doth  she  sail  at  all  equal  to  what  was  expected,  being  much  in- 
ferior in  those  points  to  the  Discovery.  We  are  recruiting  our 
provisions  and  refitting  the  vessels  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and 
I  trust  in  about  a  fortnight  shall  be  able  to  jaroceed  on  our  voyage. 
I  shall,  however,  at  that  period  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  again 
addressing  you  ;  I  only  now  take  the  opportunity  of  the  departure 
of  the  Warren  Hastings  of  informing  you  of  our  arrival,  and  that 
The  Gorgon.  J  jj^d  the  pleasure  of  finding  here  the  Gorgon,  with  Captain 
Parker  and  Captain  King.  The  former  sailed  on  Friday  from 
this  bay,  and,  I  believe,  to-day  arrived  in  Table  Bay,  in  order  to 
take  in  the  live  stock  and  such  of  the  Guardian's  remaining  stores 
as  she  could  conveniently  stow,  in  order  to  save  the  expence  of 
transporting  them  from  Cape  Town  hither,  which  is  very  exorbi- 
tant. The  Active,  Queen,  Albermarle,  Barrington  and  Britannia 
Port  Jackson  transports,  are  here,  and  will  be  able  to  take  with 
them  all  the  remaining  part  of  salt  meat  of  the  Guardian's  cargo. 
The  Gorgon  takes  her  cable  and  such  of  the  refuse  of  stores  as 
will  remain.  It  is  at  present  in  contemplation  to  settle  and  close 
the  accounts  of  that  unfortunate  business. 

At  the  eve  of  our  departure  I  shall  write  you  fully  respecting 
ourselves,  until  when  I  beg  leave  to  say,       I  have,  &c., 

Geo.  Vancouver. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 
Dear  Sir,  Gorgon,  Table  Bay,  July  29th,  1791. 

As  I  hope  my  former  letters  from   this  place  has  reached 
you,  I  can  have  but  little  more  to  say  on  a   subject  which  I  may 

*  A  private  letter. 


Transports 
for  Port 
Jackson. 


29  July. 
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be  gi'eatly  censured  for  in  the  part  I  have  taken*  ;  and  as  I  have       1791 
only  my  own  integrity  and  the .  good  of  his   Majestie's  service  to     29  July. 
apologize  for  me,  I  must  leave  the  rest  to  you,  and  shall  be  much  purchase  of 
ol)liged  to  you  to  inform  me  by  the  first  conveyance  to  our  side  of  live  stock, 
the  world  whether  I  have  done   right  or  -wTong.     The   Gorgon  is 
now  as  full  as  she  can  well  be  stored,  and  I  do  sincerely  hope  she 
vdW  arrive  and  carry  her  contents  in  safety,  which  I  am  certain  will 
be  a  happy  circumstance  for  our  friend  Phillip  and  the  colony. 

£  litre  nous,  I  am  rather  fearfull  of  the  Barrington,  as  she  is  in  The  Admiral 
a  very  leaky  state,  which,  added  to  her  being  a  very  old   ship  and  leaky." 
infamously  found  in  standing  and  running  rigging,  and  the  heavy 
gales  she  must  encounter,  makes  me  apprehensive  about  her ;  but 
I  hope  my  fears  will  be  groundless. 

The  convicts  on  board  the  different  ships  have  behaved  extremely  The  convicts 
well,  and  Mr.  Barrington  f  is  now  a  i^eligious  convert.    He  performs 
service,  and  gives  a  sermon  twice  on  Sundays. 

May  I  remind  you  once  more  of  our  situation  on  Norfolk  Island  Norfolk 
with  respect  to  judicial  matters.     As  a  civil  Governor,  I  cannot 
approve  of  the  martial  law.     1  hope  the  next  vessells  will  set  us 
to  rights  in  that  business. 

If  it  should  be  thought  worth  while  De  Wit  will  furnish  salt 
meat  at  5  sty  vers  a  pound,  |  and  if  a  ship  could  be  kept  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  be  kept  going  between  Port  Jackson  and  the 
Cape,  I  think  it  would  be  a  cheap  way  of  supplying  the  colony  Provisions 
with  salt  provisions.  As  Parker^  has  transacted  everything  re-  c°pe.  ''^ 
specting  the  Guardian's  business,  I  may  perhaps  have  said  too 
much  in  my  publick  letter  about  it  ;  but  I  can  assure  you  that 
e\ery thing  has  been  done  for  the  best.  As  I  am  but  young  in 
matters  of  this  kind,  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  assist  me  in 
getting  over  any  informalities  in  bills,  &c.,  as  my  £250  will  not 
vnable  me  to  keep  a  secretary. 

I  yesterday  received  three  packets  (each  of  which  was  super-  Despatches, 
scribed  "  Grenville  ")  from  the  master  of  the  Albemarle,  trans- 
port, dii'ected  for  Governor  Phillip,  with  a  note  from  you  to 
Messrs.  Calvert  and  King,  desiring  them  to  be  put  on  Ijoard  any 
ship  of  theirs  and  delivered  to  me,  if  they  should  fall  in  with  the 
Gorgon  durmg  the  voyage.  The  packets  are  very  dii-ty,  and  the 
seals  scarcely  legible.  A  circular  one,  and  which  from  its  weight 
I  judge  to  be  some  kind  of  metal,  appears  to  be  broken.  Mr. 
Bowen,  the  master,  had  an  opportunity  of  delivering  these  packets 
at  St.  Jago,  and  why  he  did  not  do  it  I  cannot  conceive.  Imme- 
diately on  receiving  them  I  sealed  the  whole  up,  and  shall  deliver 
them  in  the  state  I  received  them  to  Governor  Phillip. 

*  In  buying-  live  stock  without  authority.     Ante,  p.  493. 

t  A  noted  adventurer  atid  pickpocket.     After  his  arrival  at  Port  Jackson  he  was  employed 
as  a  suiicriiitenilcnt  of  cf>nvicts. 

t  Stiver  (Stuiver  in  Dutch)  an  old  Dutch  coin,  value  about  one  penny. 
§  Captain  Parker,  of  H.M.S.  Gorgon. 
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Care  of  live 
stock. 


1791  Whether  the  Naval  Agent,  Mr.  Bowen,  has  deceived  Govern- 

29  July,     ment,  or  whether  the  masters  of  the  ships  have  deceived  him,  I 

Contraband  ki^ow  not  j  but   I   am  credibly  informed  that  each  transport  has 

goods.  upwards  of  200  tons  of  iron,  copper,  and  lead  in  them,  besides 

other  articles.     1  hope  Governor  Phillip  can  seize  it,  as   so  much 

more  beef  and  pork  would  be  acceptable  to  the  colony. 

You  will  in  the  bill  find  a  charge  for  coops  for  keeping  the  pid- 
geons  and  rabbits  in,  also  boxes  for  putting  trees  and  other  plants 
in.  Taking  those  things  or  any  other  article  of  stock  without  a 
means  of  preserving  them  alive  is  only  throwing  away  money  and 
destroying  the  animals  themselves.  There  is  a  very  poor  man 
called  Masson,*  who  is  employed  by  Sir  Joseph  in  collecting,  and 
has  hardly  enough  to  keep  him  alive.  He  has  been  of  great  service 
to  me  here,  and  the  30  dollars  I  have  chai-ged  in  the  bill  has  been  but 
a  very  poor  recompense  for  the  trouble  he  has  been  at.  As  Captain 
Parker  has  transacted  every  business  respecting  the  Guardian,  he 
has  of  course  informed  the  jDroper  Boards  of  his  proceedings. 
I  think  the  articles  that  any  future  ship  may  take  from  this 
Cattle,  &c.,  place  should  be  black  cattle,  sheep  for  breeding,  and  hogs.  Goats 
would  be  a  desirable  article,  but  they  are  so  dear  that  I  did  not 
hazard  the  purchasing  them. 

I  will  thank  you  to  send  the  enclosed  letters,  which  are  in  a 
packet  by  themselves,  to  tiie  post  office.  I  have  just  said  to  the 
two  great  men  that  the  Gorgon  is  fully  stowed  and   on  the  point 

I  am,  etc., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 
My  very  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Nepean. 


from  the 
Cape, 


of  sailing. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
29  July.         Sir,  Cape  Good  Hope,  July  29t,h,  1791. 

Having  informed  you  of  the  part  I  have  taken  in  ordering 
Purchase  of  and  purchasing  stock,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  his  Majestie's  colony  in 
live  stock,  -j^^^^  South  Wales,  to  be  shipped  on  board  his  Majestie's  ship 
Gorgon,  and  my  reasons  for  so  doing,  by  my  letter  to  you  dated 
July  3rd,  and  sent  by  the  Fluyt,  Dutch  packet,  under  cover  to  ])is 
Majestie's  Ambassador  at  the  Hague,  as  well  as  a  duplicate  of  the 
same  sent  by  Capt.  Campbell. 

The  stock,  &c.,  being  collected  here,  and  in  readiness  to  be  em- 
barked, Capt.  Parker  sailed  from  False  Bay  on  the  ISth  instant. 
The  Gorgon    and  on  the  ITtli  instant  the  Gorgon  anchored  in  this  bay,  from 
ready  to  sail,  ^yj^jgij  ^ij^g  ^ju  ^j^^g  jjj^^^g  ^jjg  gi'eatest  expedition  had  been  used 

in  shipping  the  stock  and  other  stores ;  and  everything  being  now 
comj)leated,  and  the  Gorgon  quite  full,  Capt.  Parker  intends  sailing 
to-morrow  if  the  weather  permits. 

*  Francis  Masson,  a  botanist,  who  devoted  many  years  to  the  study  of  the  flora  of  the 
Cape.  He  corresponded  with  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  but  tlic  subjects  on  which  he  wrote  have 
no  relation  to  New  South  Wales. 
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Enclosed  is  one  sett  of  bills,  vouchers,  and  receipts  for  the  pay-       ^'''^^ 
ment  of  the  stock,  Sec,  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  together     29  July, 
with  the  master  of  the  Gorgon's  receipts  for  the  same,  which,  with  ujjjg 
the  papers  sent  by  the  conveyances  before  named,  will,  I  hope, 
meet  with  apjirobation. 

The  very  great  charge  for  the  hay  is  occasioned  by  its  great  Hay. 
scarcity,  and  the  unavoidable  necessity  there  was  to  send  it  by 
land  from  Chapman's  Bay  to  False  Bay.  As  it  required  some  time 
to  press  it,  which  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  weather  (at  this 
season)  could  not  be  done  in  Table  Bay  without  risquing  the  con- 
sequences of  bad  weather,  by  the  Gorgon's  making  a  long  stay  in 
this  bay,  I  have  caused  the  hundred  and  fifty  canvas  bags  to  be 
numbered  and  marked.  They  will,  with  every  other  article,  be 
delivered  to  Governor  Phillip.  Had  casks  been  bought  instead  of 
bags  they  would  have  cost  three  times  as  much,  and  besides  break- 
ing stowage  they  would  have  been  useless  in  the  colony,  whereas 
the  bags  will  be  of  the  greatest  service  in  handling  the  grain. 

The  charge  of  rabbit  and  pidgeon  pens  may  not  be  customary ;  Rabbits  and 
but  taking  these  things,  which  are  absolutely  necessary,  and   not  1"°^°"^- 
getting  means  to  keep  them  alive,  would  be  destroying  the  animals, 
which  must  be  usefull. 

The  charge  for  fruit-trees,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  boxes  which  were  Fruit-trees. 
made  for  containing  them  in,  and  the  money  paid  a  gai'dner  for 
collecting  and  planting  them,  will,  I  hope,  be  approved  of.  This 
expence  (as  nothing  can  be  got  here  without  purchasing)  I  should 
not  have  put  Government  to  if  I  had  not  known  the  utility  of  those 
things  in  the  colony,  and  Capt'n  Parker  having  given  up  a  great  part 
of  his  cabbin  to  stow  them  in,  which  almost  ensures  their  success. 

Goats  being  very  scarce  and  dear,  and  not  of  a  good  kind,  induced  Goats. 
me  to  neglect  that  article. 

As  the  horses  have  multiplied  in  New  South  Wales,  I  thought  Horses, 
it  unnecessary  to  take  any. 

The  poultry  being  of  a  very  poor  kind  and  excessively  dear,  with  Poultry, 
the  certainty  of  their  dying  on  the  voyage,  has  prevented  me  from 
taking  any  for  the  colony. 

I  hope  every  other  article   of  stock,  A:c.,  taken  will   meet  with 
the  approbation  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 

As  the  Gorgon  and  the  transports  have  taken  the  whole  of  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  inventory  left  by  Lieut.  Riou,  and 
the  Minerva,  Gorgon,  Chatham,  and  Discovery  having  taken  the 
greatest  part  of  the  most  usefull  stores,  and  tlie  cloathing  in  the 
bales  being  quite  rotten  and  unfit  for  any  use,  and  the  remaining  useless 
stores  not  being  thought  worth  the  storehouse  hire,  Cajjt'n  Parker  ^^^^"^^  ^"^ '''^ 
(with  the  advice  of  Cai)t.  Vancouver,  myself,  and  Lieutenants 
Broughton  and  Gardner)  has  ordered  the  remaining  stores  to  be 
sold  by  publick  auction,  leaving  nothing  but  the  anchors,  which  are 
not  perishable,  and  may  be  of  use  to  King's  ships  coming  tliis  way. 
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29  July,     which  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  people  that  Lieut't  Riou  left 

in  charge  of  the  provisions  and  stores,  and  what  arose  from  the 

sales,  he  has  made  the  whole  over  to  Capt.  Vancouver  to  pay  the 

Discovery  and  Chatham's  expences  here,  which  has  obliged  me 

Drawing  on   to  draw  on  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 

Treasury       Majestie's  Treasury  for  the  amount  of  the  bills,  an  original  set  of 

which  are  enclosed. 

As  there  was  a  conveniency  for  two  cows  on  board  the  Admiral 
Barrington,  and  six  ewes,  and  as  Capt'n  Paterson  had  offered  to 
take  charge  of  them,  they  are  received  on  board  that  ship,  and 
enclosed  is  Capt'n  Paterson's  receipt  for  them. 

The  Active,  Queen,  and  Brittania  will  sail  in  a  day  or  two 
from  False  Bay,  under  Lieut't  Blow's  orders,  and  the  Albemarle 
and  Barrington  will  follow  them  in  the  course  of  a  week  after 
with  Lieut't  Young.     The  Barrington  is  in  a  very  leaky  state. 

The  number  of  convicts  dead  on  the  voyages  on  board  the  above 
ships  is  39.  Executed  two  on  board  the  Albemarle,  and  one 
soldier  is  dead. 

As  there  is  every  appearance  of  sailing  to-morrow,  I  have,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


The 

transports, 


Deatli  of 
convicts. 


8  Aug. 


of  convicts. 


Provisions 
and  stores, 


Wm.  Richards,  June.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.    (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Queen's  Row,  Walworth,  8  August,  179L 

Your  kindness  in  permitting  to  be  laid  before  you  the  few 

Conveyance  ideas  that  occurred  to  me  respecting  the  conveyance,  as  well  as 

the  supplying  on  shore,  of  the  convicts  sentenced  to  New  South 

Wales  is  the  reason  that  emboldens  me  to  trouble  you  with  this 

for  the  purpose  of  enclosing  them. 

Many  other  remarks  of  a  more  trivial  nature  have  occurred  to 
me  in  the  method  of  loading  and  packing  the  provisions  and 
stores  ;  but  should  I  be  fortunate  enough  to  procure  the  supplying 
them,  I  should  make  it  my  business  to  attend  to  which,  tho' 
trifling  in  themselves  in  regard  to  expense,  may  be  the  means  of 
the  preservation  and  delivery  of  great  part  of  a  cargo  in  a  better 
condition  than  it  otherways  might  be  if  such  trifling  circumstances 
were  not  attended  to. 

I  hope,  sir,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the  remarks  will  be 
worth  attending  to,  especially  the  alteration  of  the  ration  of  pro- 
vision and  the  clothing  for  the  passage,  as  also  that  of  spruce 
beer  for  the  convicts  on  shore.  I  should  esteem  myself  much 
honored  if  I  were  permitted,  after  your  perusal  of  the  enclosed,* 
to  point  out  to  you  the  reasons  that  induced  me  to  think  that 
those  are  necessary  from  the  present  mode  of  conveyance,  as  well 
as  to  inform  you  the  sum  that  I  would  undertake  to  perform  the 


Rations  and 
clotliing. 


whole  of  this  business  for. 


remain,  &c., 


Wm.  Richards,  Junr. 


*  Post,  pp  509-519. 
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A  PKOPOSAL  and  plan  for  the  regulating,  maintaining,  and  care  of  the  con-      8  Auk. 
victs  under  sentence  of  transportation. — By   William  Richards,  juur., 
Queen's  Row,  Walworth. 

Proposals  and  plan  for  the  regulattiir/,  mainlatuing,  and  care  of  convicts  under  Plan  for 

sentence  of  transportation. 

Drawing  the  line  at  2,000  convicts  (as  there  is  near  4,000  under  that 
sentence  now  in  the  different  hulks  and  gaols)  will  be  but  a  fair  statement, 
and  if  there  is  either  more  or  less  the  saving  will  carry  its  proportion.  A 
great  sum  for  their  care  and  maintainance  has  always  been  paid,  and  his 
Majesty  has  found  the  ships  for  the  contractor,  and  whose  last  offer  to 
Government  (which  is  a  very  consideraljle  annual  siim  i;nder  what  has 
always  been  paid  him)  is  to  find  shipping  for  270  convicts  for  £140  p.  month, 
and  to  cloathe  and  maintain  them  for  eleven-pence  p.  head  p.  day,  \\z.  : — 

£         s.  d. 
2,000  convicts  divided  by  270  will  be  7  vessels  at 

£140  p.  month      11,760     0     0 

2,000  victualled  and  cloathed  at  eleven-pence  pr. 

head  pr.  day    ...  ...  ...         ...         ...     33,458     6     8 


Cost  under 
the  Govern- 
ment SJ'S- 
tem. 


Present  charge  to  Government 

Now,  I  am  willing  to  provide  for  the  same  number 

of  convicts,  say  2,000,  at  thirteen-pence  p.  head 

p.  day,  and  to  find  everythmg  ... 

Certain  saving  to  Government,  first  year   ... 
I  will  reduce  the  price  the  second  year  one  penny  p. 
head  p.  day 


45,218     6  8 

39,541  13  4 

5,676  13  4 

3,041  13  4 


Jlr.  Rich- 
ards' terms. 


Saving  to  Government  second  and  every  year  after       8,718     6     8 

The  mode  of  fitting  the  ships  for  convicts  by  building  births,  &c.,  cannot.  Fitting- the 
where  such  numbers  ai^e  kept,  be  wholesome,  as  no  free  circulation  of  air  ships, 
can  possil)ly  get  to  them,  espessially  where  the  births  are  built  below  the 
second  deck,  which  I  am  credibly  informed  is  the  case  with  the  last  ship 
fitted.     The  mode  I  intend  to  fitt  the  ships,  provided  I  have  the  care  of 
them,  is  thus  : — 


/S  J'rx.eA.*^  oc/it 


<■  J 


C  J 


♦ 


By  letting  them  lye  in  hammocoes  they  will  be  all  seperated  at  night  from 
each  other,  which  will  hinder  them  from  (quarreling,  as  when  they  lye  four 
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S  Aug. 

Sleeping 
accommo- 
dation. 


Hammocks 
and  straw 
beds. 


Receiving 
shii5. 


Clothing  for 
male  con- 
victs. 


For  female 
convicts. 


in  a  birth  continual  jarring  is  the  consequence.  The  stanchions  where  the 
hammock  is  hooked  to  being  removable,  the  whole  space  between  decks  is 
free  either  for  work  in  case  it  rains,  or  to  sweeten  and  clean,  which  shall  be 
the  daily  labour  of  a  certain  number.  The  whole  ship  once  a  month  will  be 
fumigated,  and  every  day  anointed,  after  scraping,  with  oil  of  tar  in  the 
crevices  and  between  the  beams,  whicli  will  prevent  all  possibility  of  infec- 
tion, and  will  kill  all  kind  of  vermin.  No  interuption  to  the  circulation 
of  air  is  given,  the  whole  of  the  air-ports  on  each  side  being  open  ;  the 
only  smell  that  can  be  will  be  that  of  the  oil  of  tar,  Avhich  will  always  be 
predominant.  The  manner  of  their  being  birthed  and  accomodated  on 
board  of  the  present  hulks  is  not  at  all  healthy  for  the  people,  as  disorders 
must  arise  from  the  mode  of  having  births  fixed,  as  both  filth  and  disorders 
must  get  into  the  very  wood.  The  convicts  lye  on  barrack  beds  stuff'd 
with  shavings,  and  not  much  covering — I  have  been  informed  a  blankett 
between  two  people. 

My  manner  of  accomodating  them  is  that  every  man  shall  have  his 
hamock  and  straw  bed,  with  one  blankett  and  a  rug,  and  that  those  beds 
shall  be  changed  and  clean  straw  given  them  once  a  month ;  the  bed 
case  and  hamock  also  changed,  and  the  dirty  one  be  washed  for  the  next 
month,  and  be  kept  sweet  and  wholesome  ;  and  as  when  all  the  hamocks 
are  up  the  people  can  get  at  every  part  of  the  'tween  decks,  and  clean  and 
scrape,  which  shall  be  at  least  7  feet  high,  for  two  reasons  :  1st,  for  room 
and  air  ;  2nd,  for  security,  as  they  cannot  so  readily  jump  on  deck  in  case 
of  mutiny. 

Having  a  number  under  my  care  will  enable  me  to  set  them  apart  on 
board  of  a  receiving  ship  as  they  come  from  the  gaols,  that  they  may  be 
inspected  by  the  sui'geon,  and  not  be  suffered  to  mix  with  the  rest  till  they 
are  free  from  any  disorder  they  may  bring  with  them,  and  the  cloathes  they 
bring  from  gaol  shall  be  burnt  (for  fear  any  infection  should  be  in  them, 
which  is  often  the  case),  and  be  properly  clad  in  the  uniform  dress  previous 
to  their  being  put  on  board  the  otlier  ships,  with  the  rest  of  the  people. 

The  following  is  the  quantity  of  cloathing  that  will  be  allowed  the  con- 
victs yearly,  and  if  more  should  be  necessary  it  will  be  given  them  : — 

Cloathing  for  Male  Convicts. 

1  upper  jackett,  green  ;  1  under  jackett,  green  ;  1  pair  of  drawers,  blue  and 
white  strii^ed ;  4  shirts,  blue,  large  stripe  ;  2  i)air  of  trowsers,  blue,  large 
stripe  ;  3  pair  of  stockings,  blue,  lai-ge  stripe  ;  1  nightcap,  woollen,  Idue, 
large  stripe  ;  1  cap  for  day  wear,  black  ;  1  canvas  frock,  tanned  ;  3  pair  of 
shoes,  tyed  with  leather  thongs  and  stamped,  yellow  buttons,  common,  with 
strong  shanks. 

Cloatliivg for  Female,  Convicts. 

1  jackett  and  coat,  green  ;  2  flannel!  peticoats,  red  ;  3  shifts,  white  ;  2 
pair  leather  shoes,  tyed  with  thongs  ;  2  aprons,  blue  and  white  striped  ;  2 
caps,  white  ;  1  round  hatt,  black  ;  1  handkerchief,  white  ;  2  handkerchiefs, 
blue  and  white  striped  ;  3  pair  stockings,  white,  h  foot  blue,  and  an  inch  at 
top  blue. 

Tlie  cloathing  that  will  be  allowed  by  William  Richards  is  such  as  he 
thinks  will  give  satisfaction,  the  good  effects  of  which  will  soon  be  felt,  all 
being  clad  alike.  No  quarrells  can  be  the  consequence,  no  upbraidings  that 
one  is  better  clad  than  another,  as  is  the  case  now  ;  nor  such  wretchedness 
and  misery  be  seen  as  can  Ijc  every  day  at  Woolwich,  &c.  —  no  order  and 
regulation  in  their  cloathing,  some  with  one  stocking,  some  none,  some  witli 
trowsers,  some  only  drawers,  and  almost  all  ragged.  One  good  effect  will 
arise  from  W.R. 's  mode  of  cloathing  them,  whicli  is,  tliat  an  escape  can 
hardly  be  made,  as  their  dress  will  be  so  nuich  remarked  ;  it  is  intended  to 
be  green. 
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out  the  uniform  of  a  convict,  and  that  not  only  their  jackett  but  every  part      o  a   „ 

of  their  dress,  not  excepting  their  shoes,  shall  bear  some  mark  of  their  situa-         °' 

tion  that  all  persons  knowing  that  will  be  able  to  detect  anyone  should  an  Uniform. 
escape  be  made. 

The  following  ration  is  that  which  is  intended  the  convicts  is  to  be  fed  on,  Ration, 
which  is  better  calculated  for  their  healths  than  that  which  they  are  now 
provided  with.  The  broth  in  which  the  meat  is  boiled  shall  be  heated  the 
next  morning,  and  thickened  Mith  their  oatmeal  and  pease,  for  their  break- 
fast on  tliose  days  set  apart  as  banyan  days.  In  this  mode  I  let  them  have 
the  whole  ox  fair  through.  At  present  their  principal  food  is  shins  of  beef 
and  ox  cheeks,  which  in  themselves  are  of  no  substance  : — Ration  for  six 
convicts  per  day  or  week.  Sunday— 51bs.  bread  (biscuit),  41bs.  beef,  IS 
pints  beer ;  Monday,  51bs.  bread  (biscuit),  2  pints  pease,  2  pints  oatmeal, 
ilb.  butter,  lib.  cheese,  18  pints  beer  ;  Tuesday  as  Sunday  ;  Wednesday  as 
Monday  ;  Thursday  as  Tuesday  ;  Friday  as  Wednesday  ;  Saturday,  ox  head 
and  shin  for  broth,  1  pint  Scotch  barley,  51bs.  bread  (biscuit),  IS  pints  beer. 

The  ration  of  their  pi'ovision  has  been  set  forth.    The  following  comparison  A  corn- 
will  shew  the  differenco  between  the  ration  intended  to  be  allowed  and  that  parison. 
now  given  them  : — 

Weeklj-  ration  of  provision  now  allowed  Weekly  ration  of  provision  intended  to  be 

on  board  the  hulks  for  six  convicts.  allowed  by  W.R.  for  six  convicts. 

42  lbs.  bread.  3.5  lbs.  bread. 

5  half  ox  cheeks.  12  lbs.  beef. 

14  pints  pease.  G  pints  pease. 

2i  lbs.  cheese  6  pints  oatmeal. 

42  pints  beer.  2^  lbs.  butter. 

3  lbs.  cheese. 
h  an  ox  cheek. 
1  pint  barley. 
126  pints  beer. 

The  ration  as  stated  to  be  given  them  by  W.E.  will  cost  him  for  2,000 
convicts,  as  before  mentioned,  the  sum  of  £2,097  15s.  8d.  per  annum  more 
than  the  ration  they  are  now  fed  on  as  stated  above  cost  the  present  con- 
tractor. It  is  not  possible  tiiat  so  much  offall  provision  can  be  either  healthy 
or  good,  and  they  can  never  be  reclaimed  ;  being  always  fed  on  such  meat 
makes  them  desj^erate. 

As  it  is  intended  to  employ  them,  the  method  shall  be  in  any  branch  of  Employ- 
business  I  tliink  them  capable  of,  among  others   that  of  picking  oacum,  &c.  'ii*;»t- 

All  that  I  desire  of  Government  is  that  they  will  take  the  whole  of  the 
oacum  that  may  be  made  at  a  fair  price,  agreeable  to  its  value  (provided  it 
is  fit  for  his  Majesty's  service),  and  to  have  the  junk,  Sec,  from  his  Majesty's 
yards  at  a  fair  price  in  return. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  poor  fellows  to  work  a  proportion  of  their 
labour  will  be  given  them,  which  will  enable  them  to  buy  necessaries,  such 
as  sugar,  books,  &c. 

It  is  likewise  intended  in  case  a  number  of  convicts  are  put  under  my  Classifica- 
care  that  seperatc  ships  shall  be  provided,  and  tlie  refractory  be  put  on  *'""• 
board  one  ship,  the  middling  in  another,  and  the  good  (as  no  doulit  a  great 
number  are  so    in  the   comparison)    in   another,  the   Roman  Catholics  in 
another,    and  the  women  by  themselves,  and  seperated  in  the  same  mode 
that  opportunit}'  may  be  given  them  to  become  useful  membei-s  to  society. 

The  ships  shall  all  be  provided  with  a  proper  guard,  and  sufficient  for 
the  number  and  disposition  of  the  men  on  board,  as  tiic  dividing  the 
refractory  from  the  middling,  and  the  middling  from  the  better-behaved, 
will  require  a  large  or  smaller  number  of  men  for  the  purpose. 
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8  Aug. 
Guard. 


Storeship. 


Where  to 
keep  the 
convicts. 


Saving  of 
expense. 


The  refractory  will  require  forty  men,  the  middling  thirt}^  and  the  better 
sort  twenty,  which  will  bring  it  to  the  average  of  thirty  to  each  ship,  be- 
sides the  men  on  board  the  storeship  and  hospital,  which  will  be  ready  oa 
all  occasions.  They  shall  be  properly  armed  and  taught  the  manual 
exercise  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  that  they  may  be  never  taken  by  surprize. 
The  number  of  men  for  each  ship,  as  well  as  storeship,  will  be  as  follows  : — 


Ship  for  Refractor}'. 

1  Commanding  officer, 

1  mate. 

2  boatswain's  mates. 
36  men. 

Ship  for  Better-behaved. 

1  Commanding  officer. 

1  mate. 

2  boatswain's  mates. 
16  men. 


Ship  for  tlie  Middling. 

1  Commanding  officer. 

1  mate. 

2  boatswain's  mates. 
26  men. 

Ship  for  the  Women. 

1  Commanding  officer. 

1  mate. 

2  1  oatswain's  mates. 
16  men. 


Storeship. — 1  superintendant,  1  captain,  1  chief-mate  equal  to  the  officer 
in  the  other  ships,  1  second  mate,  1  clergyman,  or  two  if  necessary,  1 
steward,  1  boatswain,  1  surgeon,  and  as  many  mates  as  are  necessary,  1 
clerk,  10  men  and  boys. 

I  propose  taking  all  of  them  to  Milford  Haven,  either  in  West  Langan 
Bay  or  Costraster  Bay,  and  which  I  think  will  be  attended  with  the  most 
beneficial  conseqitences  to  themselves  and  the  publick,  and  for  many  reasons. 
First,  it  will  be  a  kind  of  a  short  transportation.  Secondly,  it  will  be 
impossible  that  any  of  their  former  companions  can  ever  see  them,  and 
which  may  during  their  sentence  die.  Thirdly,  it  will  be  a  solitary  confine- 
ment (being  at  so  great  a  distance),  which  has  always  been  recommended  as 
the  best  mode  of  punishment.  Fourthly,  keeping  them  constantly  employed 
will  keep  their  minds  amused,  and  keep  evil  thoughts  from  them  of  their 
being  seperated  in  the  manner  intended  will,  it  is  hoped,  reclaim  a  number 
of  them  that  may  still  make  usefuU  members  to  society,  and  by  that  means 
ease  Government  of  a  great  annual  expence  to  transport  them  to  Botany 
Bay,  as  only  those  need  go  that  no  punishment  can  affect.  Fifthly,  it  will 
be  no  additional  expence  to  Government,  as  the  contractor  will  send  for  the 
convicts  to  the  next  seaport  town  and  convey  them  to  Milford.  Sixthly, 
it  has  been  usual  to  grant  the  former  contractor  some  of  the  old  hulks  from 
his  Majesty's  yards,  and  to  transpoi't  them  at  his  Majesty's  expence  to  the 
place  where  they  were  intended  to  lye  and  receive  the  convicts.  And  he 
has  been  supplied  with  ropes,  sails,  &c.,  for  that  purpose,  likewise  free  of 
expence,  which  amounts  to  a  considerable  expence  in  addition.  I  do  not 
require  anything  of  the  sort  from  Government  except  the  use  of  sails,  ropes, 
&c. ,  to  transport  my  ships  with,  which  will  be  returned  to  his  Majesty's 
stores  again  at  my  expence  and  pi'operly  accounted  for.  An  additional  saving 
must  be  the  consequence.  Government  have  provided  the  former  contractor 
with  shipping  for  the  convicts,  and  not  only  that  but  have  repaired  the  hulks 
for  him,  as  been  the  case  with  the  Dunkirk  at  Plymouth,  which  cost  fitting 
and  repairing  upwards  of  £3,000,  and  when  they  have  been  to  be  transported 
from  place  to  place  have  done  it  with  their  people,  which  must  be  an  expence, 
tho'  not  so  much  felt,  as  no  specifick  charge  has  been  made  for  it,  but  will  be 
found  if  people  were  hired  for  that  purpose  to  amount  to  a  large  sum.  W.R. 
does  not  want  any  assistance  of  that  sort  from  Govei-nment,  he  having  enough 
people  of  his  own  for  that  purpose. 

Another  saving  would  be  if  Government  chose  to  accept  it,  and  as  sepe- 
rating  them  is  intended  as  a  groundwork  to  a  reformation  in  their  morals, 
so  the  good  and  numbers  of  the  midling  sort,  as  they  will  be  with  W.R., 
taught  to  splice,  knot  strap-blocks,  and  other  things  necessary  for  their 
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employnieut,  so  that  in  case  on  any  emergency  that  Government  may  want        ^"^^ 
a  number  of  hands  to  man  their  ships  of  warr  at  least  one  thousand  men       g  Yuf 
might  be  drafted  from  tlie  above  specified  sort  tliat  would  be  more  caref  uU        — -' 
on  board  his  Majesty's  ships  than  numbers  that  possibly  could  be  impressed,  Recruits  for 
and  being  kept  on  board  the  ships  would  understand  so  much  as  to  make  "''^"^^J- 
themselves  usefuU.     The  impi-ess  money  for  such  a  number  would  be  saved, 
and  the  men  i-eady  at  an  hour's  notice,  and  none  but  good  quiet  men  would 
be  sent,  timely  notice  being  given  that  they  may  be  assorted. 

No  doubt  but  great  expectations  may  be  formed  as  to  their  becoming 
usefull  members  to  society  from  the  mode  intended  to  be  pursued  by  W.R. 
in  seperating  the  good  from  tlie  bad  and  the  men  from  the  boys.     All  the  Separation 
boys  at  present  are  confined  in  tlie  same  prison  with  the  men,  many  of  of  the  good 
them  not  fifteen  years  of  age,  where  they  must  be   taught   all   sorts  of  ^™">  ^^^ 
wickedness  and  initiated  in  all  manner  of  vice,  which  only  tends  to  enflame 
their  young  minds  against  tlie  laws  of  their  countrj',  and  make  them  ten 
times  worse  than  before. 

Besides  the  above  benefits,  one  will  accrue  by  W.R's.  mode,  which  is, 
as  many  of  them  have  been  brought  up  in  idleness,  and  ha.ve  no  way  what- 
ever of  getting  their  bread  if  they  were  willing  to  work,  and  of  course 
from  that  and  bad  company  were  brought  to  their  sentence,  some  method 
of  employ  will  be  taught  them,  that  when  their  sentence  expires  they  may  judustnoua 
get  an  honest  lixelyhood  bj^,  if  they  chuse,  which  no  doubt  numbers  will  liabits  to  be 
follow  ;  and  bj'  the  time  their  sentences  expire,  as  they  will  liave  been  so  taught 
long  weaned  from  their  former  companions  (being  at  so  great  a  distance), 
and  proper  care  taken,  as  before  mentioned,  of  their  morals,  there  will  of 
course  numbers  take  to  usefull  employ  and  become  usefull  members  to 
societ}'.  The  bad  consequence  arising  by  their  being  confined  on  board 
the  hulks  at  Woolwich,  Portsmouth,  and  Plymouth  is  very  evident.  All 
persons  indiscriminately  may  visit  them  and  converse  with  them-,  or  give 
them  anything  they  want,  such  as  cloathes,  &c. ,  and  tliej'  may  get  clad  as 
the  circumstances  of  their  friends  will  admit.  Therefoi'e  they  not  being  put 
on  an  equal  footing  serves  only  to  irritate  them  and  make  them  worse. 
W.R.  does  not  think  it  proper.  No  diflerence  in  either  their  dress  or  food 
should  be  permitted,  the  contractor  being  paid  by  Government  for  all  of 
them. 

W.R.  conceives  that  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  sentence  they  are 
ordered  to  is  to  punish  them  for  their  former  deeds,  to  wean  them  from 
their  idle  and  Ijad  companions,  and  work  a  reformation  in  their  morals  that  Reformation 
they  may  not  i-eturn  to  the  same  crimes  again.     W.R.  again  rej^eats  that  a  leading 
the  present  mode  pursued  is  not  capable  of  doing  it,  and    so   far   from  "''J^^^-t- 
reclaiming  one  it  makes  all  worse  and  more  abandoned.     Sliould  he  have 
the  care  of  them,  he  means  to  make  their  morals  a  leading  principal ;  and 
if  he  succeeds  in  getting  it  he  intends  to  leave  London  and  live  on  the  spot, 
that  he  may  be  an  eye-witness  of  the  conducting  it  agreeable  to  the  plan 
proposed. 

W.R.    hopes  that  on  a  proper   comparison  tliat  Government  will   find 
that  the  charges  he  puts  himself  to  in  regulating  tliem  more  than  any  former 
contractor  ever  did,   they  will  find  that  the  additional  expence  to  him  by 
the  mode  jjroposed  will  \)C  found  nearly  as  much  as  the  real  advantage  Advantage 
reaped  by  Government,  and  the  poor  wretches  will  have  to  thank  the  laws  to  Govern- 
of  their  country  in  sending  them  to  such  a  place  to  reform  them  and  wean  '"'^"'• 
them    from   tlieir   companions   and   crimes  that   might  have  ended  more 
fataly  to  them  hereafter  if  it  had  not  been  so  conducted. 

It  is  likewise  intended  to  have  a  regular  clergyman  of  the  Established 
Church  to  read  ijraj'ers  to  them  every  morning,  and  do  other  duty  twice  Religious 
every  Sunday,  and  likewise  a  schoolmaster,  with  other  assistants,  to  teach  ?""J  *^eeular 
the  youths  to  read  and  write,  that  by  reading  and  attending  the  publick  ser-  "*s*™<^^'°"- 
vice  they  may  know  tliat  thei-e  is  a  Peing  that  hereafter  Mill   call  them 
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1791  to  an  account  for  their  actions,  which  at  present,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  too 
many  of  them  do  not  know. 

As  proper  discipline  in  all  great  undertakings  tends  to  promote  their 
object,  so  keeping  the  people  under  the  extremity  of  that  discipline  will 
forward  the  intention  of  this  plan,  as  well  as  to  make  usefull  members  of 
society,  many  of  the  poor  wretches  that  are  too  often  lost  from  bad  example 
arising  from  an  improper  mixture  with  the  worthless  ;  it  is  necessary  for 
that  purpose  that  proper  regulations  should  be  made  for  their  government. 
Kegulations.  The  following,  therefore,  are  to  be  paid  the  strictest  attention  to  by  all 
the  officers  and  men  placed  over  the  convicts,  as  well, as  the  convicts 
themselves  ;— 

The  superintendant  to  inspect  into  all  the  provisions,  &c.,  regularly  on 
each  day,  and  if  found  not  good  and  fit  for  use  (agreeable  to  contract)  to 
return  it  again  to  the  tradesman. 

To  have  a  regular  account  every  morning  from  each  ship  of  the  proceedings 
and  labour  done  on  board  her,  and  what  each  seperate  person  has  done,  and 
of  all  complaints,  both  from  the  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  from  the  con- 
victs. 

The  clerk  to  keep  a  regular  book  for  each  ship,  and  the  name  of  each 
person  be  set  down,  and  what  labour  he  may  do  be  entered  to  him,  that 
what  may  be  allowed  him  for  it  may  appear  clear. 

To  inspect  into  the  conduct  of  each  officer,  and  learn  whether  he  pay 
proper  attention  to  his  duty  and  watch. 

To  attend  divine  service  on  board  the  ships  on  Sundays,  and  observe  if 
the  clergyman  does  his  duty  with  proper  reverance  and  respect,  as  the 
proper  attendance  of  the  officers  to  that  particular  will  tend  to  reclaim  the 
morals  of  the  convicts  in  a  great  degree  and  farther  the  object  of  this  plan. 

The  clergyman  shall  divide  his  time  on  Sundays  agreeable  to  the  number 
of  vessells  employ'd,  and  read  the  prayers  and  give  them  a  discourse  suitable 
to  their  condition  on  board  each  ship. 

A  prayer  shall  be  made  fitting  for  the  occasion  and  condition  of  the 
convicts,  and  shall  be  i^asted  up  in  various  parts  of  the  vessells,  which  shall 
be  regularly  read  every  morning  and  evening  on  board  each  ship  ;  and  one 
person  from  among  the  convicts  shall  be  appointed  to  read  the  same  aloud. 
The  commanding  officer  of  each  vessell  shall  attend  and  see  it  performed. 

A  printed  form  of  prayer  shall  be  pasted  up  in  various  parts  of  the  vessells, 
and  shall  not  be  defaced  or  torn  down  or  scribbled  on,  on  penalty  of  two 
dozen  lashes  at  the  gangwaj''. 

The  books  that  shall  be  given  to  each  mess  (viz.,  two  bibles  and  two 
prayer-books)  on  Svinday  morning  shall  be  returned  to  the  commanding 
officer  again  at  niglit,  to  be  kept  till  the  next  Sabbath. 

As  cleanliness  is  most  commendable  in  ships  where  such  numliers  are 
kept,  it  is  ordered  that  every  man  shall  keep  himself  as  clean  as  his  situa- 
tion will  admit,  and  to  regularly  every  day  wash  and  comb  himself.  The 
barber  shall  shave  them  twice  a  week,  and  to  have  a  clean  shirt, 
stockings,  and  shoes  greased  every  Sunday,  and  appear  decent  and  re- 
spectfull  in  their  behaviour  in  their  attendance  at  publick  worship  on  that 
day,  on  pain  on  being  put  to  half-allowance. 

All  dissolute,  immoral,  and  disorderly  behaviour  shall  be  severely  punished. 

No  person  shall  be  suffered  to  ill-treat  any  of  the  convicts  whatever,  and 
if  complaint  is  made  to  the  superintendant  it  shall  be  heard  on  both  sides 
with  strict  impartiality,  and  justice  be  administered. 

The  ration  that  they  shall  be  fed  on  shall  be  printed  and  pasted  up  in 
various  parts  of  the  vessells,  that  the  convicts  may  know  if  they  have  had 
their  allowance  regular. 

Any  person  neglecting  to  perform  the  task  of  work  set  him  to  do,  or 
refusing  to  work  at  all,  shall  not  only  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the 
superintendant,  but  shall  be  put  on  half  allowance  during  his  pleasure. 
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The  superintendant  shall  observe  if  the  surgeon  pays  proper  attention  to        1791 
tlie  sick,  and  whetlier  he  adniiuisters  his  medicines  with  discretion.  »  A  .. 

No  person  of  any  descreption  sliall   be   surt'ered  to  come   on   board  any         T" 

ship  without  a  written  order  from  the  coniniandinjj  officer  of  the  store-ship,  Regulations, 
and  no  friends  permitted  even  to  speak  with  any  of  the  convicts  in  a  boat 
alongside  without  an  order,  and  no  person  (when  permitted  by  order) 
shall  converse  with  them  but  in  the  presence  of  a  centinel.  Any  monies 
tliat  may  be  left  by  strangers  for  the  convicts  to  be  brought  to  tlie  store- 
sliip  and  accounted  for  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  Should  the  fi'iends  of 
any  particular  convict  leave  or  send  anything  for  them  they  shall  have 
it  delivered  them  when  thought  convenient  or  deserving  by  the  super- 
intendant. All  letters  to  or  from  the  convicts  shall  be  inspected  (previous 
to  their  either  being  delivered  them  or  put  in  the  post)  by  the  superintend- 
ant. Should  any  of  the  convicts  behave  in  the  least  manner  impertinent  to 
any  officer,  centinel,  or  other  person  belonging  to  the  vessell,  or  any  stranger 
that  niay  be  induced  to  visit  the  shif),  or  even  to  one  another,  they  shall  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  superintendant.  No  officer  or  centinel  or 
any  person  shall  punish  without  the  superintendant's  order,  but  they  may 
put  the  offending  party  in  ii'ons  till  such  pleasure  is  known. 

[Enclosiu'e.] 
A  Proposition  for  conveying  Convicts  to  New  South  Wales. 


Clothing  for  the  passage  :  1  waist- 
coat with  sleeves,  1  canvas  frock,  1 
pair  woolen  drawers,  1  pair  stock- 
ings, 1  pair  shoes,  1  worsted  cap,  1 
round  hat,  2  jiaii'  duck  trousers,  2 
shirts. 


Clothing  to  be  landed  for  each 
convict,  and  delivered  into  his 
Majesty's  stores  :  1  upper  jacket,  1 
under  do.,  2  pr.  woolen  drawers,  2 
pr.  duck  trousers,  2  shirts,  2  pr. 
stockings,  2  pr.  shoes,  1  worsted 
cap,  1  round  hat,  1  bag  for  the 
double  set. 


These  articles  were  never  allowed  ciothinj?  tor 
the  convicts  before.  They  are  sup-  the  voyage, 
posed  to  be  sufficent  for  wear  on  the 
passage,  and  at  the  same  time  will 
not  cost  Governnientmuch  more  than 
half  the  expense  of  the  articles  they 
allow  them,  as  the  convicts  would 
make  away  with,  sell  to  the  seamen, 
and  otherwise  destroy  the  clothing 
allowed  them,  which  was  more  than 
is  necessary  for  the  passage. 

These  were  the  articles  of  clothing  on  landing 
that  have  been  hitherto  usual  to 
allow  the  convicts,  and  delivered  to 
them  at  their  coming  on  board  the 
ship,  which  is  too  great  an  allowance, 
as  tiiey  do  destroy  and  make  away 
with  the  greatest  part  of  the  articles 
not  immediately  for  the  purpose  of 
wearing,  and  in  no  one  instance  has 
it  yet  appeared  tiiat  they  have 
brought  many  of  their  extra  articles 
on  shore  with  them.  This  alteration 
w'ould  have  another  good  effect  (be- 
sides the  saving  of  the  clothing) 
which  is  tiuit  on  their  coming  on 
shore  the  clothing  would  all  be  ready 
to  put  on,  and  in  case  of  any  sickness 
or  distemjier  on  the  passage  they 
could  be  cleaned,  and  their  old 
clothes  (which  would  be  nearly  worn 
out)  might  be  destroyed  for  fear  of 
communicating  any  infection  inde- 
fjendent  of  the  credibility  of  their 
appearance  when  landed. 
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S  Aug. 


Ai'ran?e- 
inents  for 
the  Toyage. 


Surgical 
attendance 
and 
medicines. 


Rations. 


Bed  and  bedding. 


Cabin  and  bulkheads. 


Irons  and  handcuffs. 


Soap  :  2  lbs.  per  month  for  each 
mess  of  six  convicts. 


Surgeon  with  medicines,  oil  of  tar, 
essence  of  malt,  vinegar,  wine,  &c., 
&c.,  50  galls,  oil  of  tar,  120  galls, 
vinegar,  2  cwt.  essence  malt,  .3  cwt. 
sugar,  5  cwt.  oatmeal,  4  cwt.  Scotch 
barley,  some  spices,  1  hhd.  red  jjort 
wine.  A  medicine-chest  proper  for 
the  number  of  people  on  board.  A 
certificate  to  be  produced  to  vouch 
this  fact. 

Ration  of  provisions  supplied  the 
first  embarkation  of  convicts  :  For 
six  convicts,  per  week,  23  lbs.  bread, 
9  lbs.  flour,  10  lbs.  beef,  8  lbs.  pork, 
Ih  lbs.  butter,  12  pints  peas,  2  lbs. 
rice. 

Kation  of  provisions  allowed  by 
Government  to  the  convicts  in  the 
first  emV)arkation  :  For  six  convicts, 
per  M'eek,  16  lbs.  bread,  12  lbs. 
Hour,  14  lbs.  beef,  8  lbs.  pork,  12 
pints  peas,  2  lbs.  rice,  I2  lbs.  butter. 


The  same  bed  and  bedding  as  has 
been  usual  to  be  allowed  is  sufficient, 
and  which  may  be  taken  on  shore  with 
the  convicts  on  their  arrival.  Tliis 
would  be  a  saving  to  Government. 

These  articles  being  only  for  the 
use  of  the  convicts  on  the  passage, 
remain  in  the  ship. 

These  being  only  for  securing  the 
convicts  on  board  on  the  passage, 
remain  in  the  ship. 

This  has  been  found  to  be  fully 
sufiicient  for  the  purpose,  but  if 
issued  to  them  once  in  every  fort- 
night it  would  be  better. 

Care  sho-ald  be  taken  that  a 
gentleman  tliat  understands  his  pro- 
fession should  be  employed,  and 
that  his  qualifications  sliould  be 
exhibited  for  the  satisfaction  of 
Government,  and  that  he  should 
(particularly  if  any  women  go  in  the 
ship)  understand  midwifery.  The 
quantity  of  the  articles  of  wine,  &c., 
to  be  provided  are  fully  sufficient 
for  230  to  250  persons. 

This  ration  is  thought  to  be  much 
better  for  the  convicts  on  the  passage 
than  the  one  mentioned  on  the 
other  side  allowed  by  Government. 
Very  little,  if  anything,  is  ditferent 
in  the  cost  of  it,  but  it  is  thought 
that  the  quantity  of  salt  provisions 
mentioned  is  fully  sufficient.  On 
comparing  the  two  I'atious  it  will  be 
observed  that  4  lbs.  of  beef  and  3  lbs. 
of  flour  is  taken  from  the  allowed 
ration  by  Government,  and  7  lbs.  of 
bread  given  in  lieu.  The  reason  for 
thinking  this  alteration  better  is  that 
such  a  number  of  people  together, 
without  emjjloj'ment,  living  on  too 
much  salt  food,  might  create  the 
scurvy  and  other  disorders  on  such  a 
passage.  The  same  quantity  of  food 
is  given,  which  it  is  thought  will  be 
the  better.  It  is  likewise  proper,  and 
should  be  insisted  on  by  Government, 
that  eight  months  of  every  species  of 
provisions  should  be  laid  in  in  case 
of  accidents  or  delay  in  getting  into 
calm  latitudes.  It  is  my  intention 
not  only  to  lay  in  tliat  quantity,  but 
to  give  Government  the  surplus  of 
the  provisions  that  may  be  left.  A 
careful  agent  should  be  employed 
to  see  that  the  provision  of  every 
species  is  good  and  wholesome. 
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Shipping  :  Two  tons  to  each  man 
or  woman  convict. 


Ton  nay  e  per 
liead. 


This  is  a  full   and   ample  allow-        1791 
ance.    Ten  tons  to  six  persons  is  full       g  ^j,„_ 
sufficient,  but  not  less.      However, 
that  in  a  great  measure  must  depend 
on  the  builil  and  construction  of  the 
ships,  and  its  height   in   the  'tween 
decks  for  air,  &c.     The  whole  of  the 
remaining    tonnage,    after    the   ten 
tons  for  six  convicts  and  the  neces- 
sary room  for  the  ship's  company 
and  stores  is  taken  up,  to  be  for  the 
use  of  Government. 
Respecting   fitting   the  ship,    the  days  for  loading  and   unloading,    the  Fitting, 
demurrage,  the  mode  of  payment,  entering  into  the  necessary  Ijonds  and 
contracts  for  the  security  of  the  convicts,  and  producing  the  proper  vouchers 
for  the    satisfaction    of   Government  is    very    proper,    and  ought   to   be 
insisted  on. 

Guard.  As  it  will  be  necessary   to  have  a  Guard. 

guard  for  the  security  of  the  con- 
victs, the  sum  for  that  purpose, 
either  "per  head  for  the  guard  or 
per  head  for  the  convicts  (guard 
included,  and  to  be  either  found  Ijy 
Government  or  the  contractor,  as 
may  best  suit  the  purpose  of  Govern- 
ment), can  easily  be  settled  by  them 
while  the  ships  are  equipping  for 
service.  The  provision  for  tlie 
guard  to  be  the  same  as  has  been 
heretofore  allowed  by  Government, 
with  the  alteration  in  the  salt  food 
agreeable  to  the  mode  and  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  convict 
rations. 

As  it  is  very  necessary  that  the 
convicts  should  touch  at  one  place 
at    least   on  their   passage    out,    it 
appears  likewise  as  necessary  that 
they    should  be  served  with   fresh 
provisions  of  vegetables  every  day 
during   their    stay    at    such  place, 
which  would  tend  to  strengthen  and 
recruit  them,  and    enal^le  them   to 
Avithstand    the    gales    of   wind   and 
heavy  seas  they  must  meet  with  in 
their  passage  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 
The  advantages  that  arise  to  Government  by  this  mode,  independent  of 
the  regulations,  are  : — The  clothing  for  tlie  passage  ;  the  beds  and  bedding 
given  them  ;  the  remaining  provision  that  may  be  left  of  the  eight  months 
laid  in,  as  the  passage  may  be  performed  in  six  months.     The   amount  of 
the    whole    of    these    articles    may    be    computed    at  C'2s.  each    person. 
Observations  which  it  is  supposed  may  tend  to  the  comfort  of  the  settle- 
ment, as  well  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  puldic. 

As  the  convicts  have  no  kind  of  l)cvcrage  to  drink,  would  it  not  be  to  the  Spruce  beer, 
advantage  of  Government  to  send  them  some  essence  of  spruce  and  mollasses 
for  the  purpose  of  lirewing  into  Ijcer,  which   may  be  served  out  to  them 
twice  or  oftener  in  the  week,  as  may  l>e  thought  necessary  ?     It  is  universally 


The  convicts  to  he  served  with 
fresh  provisions  on  the  passage  at 
cue  or  more  ports  that  they  may 
touch  at  on  two  days  in  the  week. 
The  other  days  as  per  the  salt 
ration. 


Fresh  pro- 
visions. 


AiivantaKCS 
of  tlie  plan. 
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Implements 
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Ready-made 
clothing. 


Convicts  as 
soldiers. 


Supply  of 
stores 


allowed  to  he  an  excellent  anti-scorbutic,  and  the  expense  would  not  be 
worth  mentioning.  A  few  hogsheads  of  tobacco  would  be  very  acceptable, 
and  might  be  distributed  by  the  Governor's  order  as  a  reward  and  stimulus 
for  the  convicts  to  perform  their  labour  with  pleasure  and  cheerfulness. 
Some  essence  of  malt  would  be  found  very  acceptable,  if  not  already  pro- 
vided. Some  rum  and  other  spirits,  and  some  wine,  which  may  be 
purchased  with  advantage  to  Government  at  Teneriffe. 

The  implements  for  agriculture  and  tools  should  be  inspected  previous  to 
their  being  shipped  by  a  proper  person  who  understands  that  business.  A 
list  of  them  and  the  prices  for  which  I  could  provide  them  I  am  ready  to 
exhibit. 

Would  it  not  be  cheaper  and  better  to  send  out  the  clothing  for  the 
convicts  ready-made,  and  which  may  be  contracted  for  at  j)er  set  ?  One 
reason  may  operate  against  it,  which  is  the  slight  manner  in  which  all  slop- 
work is  executed  ;  but  should  I  have  the  supplying  them,  I  am  convinced 
that  I  could  employ  such  people  (under  my  own  eye)  that  would  effectually  da 
away  with  that.  Some  pieces  might  be  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  mending  ; 
but  I  am  certain  that  to  have  the  clothing  made  here  would  be  a  consider- 
able saving.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  an  instance.  When  the  Navy  Board 
were  contracting  with  me  for  the  child-bed  linen  for  the  women  convicts 
sent  out  in  the  Lady  Jviliana,  the  directions  they  received  from  the  Treasury 
were  to  provide  yards  of  linen  and  yards  of  flannel  for  that 

purpose,  and  which  the  convicts  were  to  make  iip.  I  pointed  out  to  the 
Board  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  articles  had  better  be  made  for  them  ready, 
as  the  linen  when  given  to  the  convicts  might  not  be  converted  to  the  pur- 
pose the  Government  humanely  intended,  and  that  if  they  thought  proper 
(the  sum  to  be  allowed  in  linen  and  flannel  having  been  previously  agreed  to) 
I  would  make  a  set  of  articles  necessary  for  the  purpose,  and  exhibit  them 
for  their  approbation,  which  I  did,  and  not  only  provided  such  articles  as 
were  meant  to  be  supplied  by  the  linen  and  flannel,  but  other  articles  for 
the  infant,  as  well  as  two  or  three  for  the  poor  woman,  and  the  wdiole 
ready-made  came  to  sixpence  less  than  the  cost  of  the  linen  and  flannel. 

As  no  doul)t  a  great  sum  is  expended  not  only  in  raising,  paying,  and 
keeping  (till  tlu;  transports  are  ready)  the  corps  of  rangers  intended  for  the 
protection  of  the  settlement,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  transporting  them, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  complete  that  corps  fi'ora  among  the  convicts 
M'hose  times  have  expired,  or  from  the  better  behaved  of  those  whose  times 
may  not  be  out  ?  Would  it  not  operate  as  an  encouragement  to  them  to  do 
well  ?  The  men  raised  for  that  purpose  are  not  better  disposed,  nor  can  the 
officers  have  the  opportunity  of  observing  the  disposition  of  their  men  pre- 
vious to  enlisting  them,  as  they  may  in  this  mode.  This  certainly,  together 
with  the  expenses  to  be  saved,  would  be  very  eligible. 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  supplying  the  settlement,  not  only  with  the 
clothing,  tools,  and  implements  of  husbandry,  but  likewise  the  provisions 
that  may  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  which  might  be  done  pr. 
ration,  as  may  be  agreed  on  and  thought  fit  by  Government  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  might  be  agreed  for  in  two  ways — one  provided  Government 
found  shipping,  the  other  for  the  contractor  to  find  all  ;  which  last  method 
is  the  best,  as  in  that  case  Government  will  have  no  trouble.  The  con- 
tractor to  keep  always  a  sufficient  quantity  in  store  of  each  species  that 
nothing  but  unforeseen  accidents  may  produce  any  short  allowance  in  the 
settlement.  The  provision  should  be  new  and  good,  carefully  packed  up. 
The  customary  way  of  packing  up  provision  will  not  answer  where  it  has 
to  be  conveyed  so  far  and  through  such  alteration  of  climate. 

If  it  was  reduced  to  a  certaintj'  that  the  contract  should  be  continued  to 
me  (during  such  time  only  as  I  fulfilled  it  agreeable  to  my  engagement),  I 
should  immediately  provide  two  ships,  large,  convenient,  and  properly 
fitted  for  such  service,  and  on  the  sailing  of  them  to  provide  two  more  foi' 
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the  purpose  of  the  next  embarkation,   and  continuallj'  keep  theni  going        1791 
backwards  and  forwards  with  convict  stores  and  provif^ions  that  might  be       g  ^^„ 
wanted  for  the  settlement,  and  not  to  suffer  it  to  experience  such  distress 
as  tliej-  have  of  late.     And  1  shall  be  ready  to  give  ample  and  sufficient 
security  for  the  performance  of  the  whole  of  this  business. 

Would  it  not  likewise  be  necessary  to  keep  a  small  vessel,  say  about  250 
tons,  but  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  and  from  Norfolk  Island  or  the 
Friendly  Islands,  or  even  to  Madagascar,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  live  Communi- 
stock  or  any  other  articles  of  provision,  plants,  &c.,  &c.,  in  the  South  Seas  ^'5*:'°"g)Jjj^ 
that  may  be  wanted  to  be  sent  to  Europe  or  to  the  West  Indies,  and  which 
may  be  sent  pr.  the  return  of  the  annual  ships  from  Port  Jackson  ?  This 
may  save  some  expenses  for  that  business,  and  for  which  a  reasonable 
allowance  may  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties. 

And  further,  if  any  stores,  timber,  or  articles  of  any  description  should 
be  directed  to  be  brought  home,  the  annual  returning  ship  for  a  reasonable 
compensation  may  do  it  ;  as,  for  instance,  some  of  the  pine-trees  on  Nor-  Norfolk 
folk  Island  have  been  described  very  fit  for  the  purposes  of  masts,  &c.,  for  l^^f^ 
the  Navj%  or,  at  least,  they  may  be  rendered  very  useful  as  spars  for  yards, 
&c.  Some  of  the  con^^cts,  as  many  of  them  as  are  carpenters,  might  be 
continually  employed  in  squaring  them  and  making  them  fit  to  be  brought 
home  ;  and  as  no  timber  need  be  sent  but  such  as  will' absolutely  do  for 
that  purpose,  I  should  think  Government  may  find  it  answer  to  employ 
some  of  the  convicts  on  this  business,  and  pay  the  ships  a  reasonable 
freight  for  bringing  them  home.  The  ships  may  be  constructed  with  raft- 
ponts  for  that  purpose  previous  to  sailing. 


Captain  Yancouver  to  Lord  Grenville.* 
Discovery,  Fals  [False]  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
My  Lord,  August  ye  9th,  1791.  9Au-. 

Since  receiving  my  instructions  at  Falmouth  for  the  pro- 
secution of  our  voyage  I  have  much  regreted  not  being  fortunate 
enough  in  a  farther  inter\dew  with  your  Lordship  to  have  gained 
your  final  opinion  respecting  the  examination  of  that  extent  of 
coast  of  the  S.W.  side  of  New  Holland,  which  in  the  present  age 
appears  a  real  blot  in  geography,  particularly  when  we  reflect  on  A  blot  in 
the  many  vesels  that  in  this  improved  age  of  navigation  have  ^^  "  ' ' 
passed  the  meridians  ;  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  it  occupies 
not  more  than  150  leagues  to  the  south  of  it  without  endeavoui'ing 
to  bring  home  any  farther  information  respecting  that  extensive 
country.  And  as  it  is  my  wish  as  well  as  my  ambition  through 
the  course  of  this  voyage  that  the  whole  of  our  time  should  be 
usefully  occupied  in  acquiring  every  knowledge  of  the  distant 
regions  we  are  to  visit,  and  on  considering  that  Cu2>taiu  Cook's  chart 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  has  left  me  but  a  small  field  to  occupie  Proposed 
two  winters  in  their  farther  examination,  therefore,  as  the  depth 
of  winter  in  this  hemisphere  is  passed  over  and  the  spring  fast 
advancing,  and  likewise  as  when  I  had  the  honor  of  communi- 
cating my  wishes  to  prosecute  such  an  examination  your  Lordship 
seemed  highly  to  approve  of  the  idea,  it  is  my  intention  to  fall  in 

•  Captain  Vancouver  was  not  yet  awaro  that  Lord  Grenville's  seat  at  tlie  Home  Office  had 
been  taken  hy  the  Kighi  Hon.  lienry  Dundas. 
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1791        with  the  S.  W.   Cape  of  New   Holland,  and  should  I  find  the 

9  Ans'.      shores  capable  of  being  navigated  without  much  hazard,  to  range 

New  its  coast  and  determine  whether  it  and  Van  Diemen's  Land  are 

^?o^^'''"f' "'"^joined,   which  from   all  information  at  present  extant  appears 

Diemen's       somewhat  doubtfull,     I  should  be  exceeding  sorry  to  loose  this 

Land.  opportunity  of  tin-owing  some  light  on  the  above  subject,  having 

sufficient  time  to  do  it  and  reach  the  Sandwich  Islands,  refresh, 

&c.,  &c.,  prior  to  pi'oceeding  on  the  American  coast  agreeable  to 

my  instructions. 

Caution.  J  shall,  however,  prosecute  this  designe  with  the  utmost  caution, 

and  should  I  find  it  attended  with  intricacy  and   danger,  ever 

having  the  object  of  our  voyage  in  view,  abandon  it  and  proceed 

into  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

I  have  taken  this  liberty  of  informing  you  of  my  intentions, 
judging  it  not  unlikely  that  an  opportunity  may  shortly  offer  of 
informing  your  Lordship  how  far  I  have  been  able  to  put  them  in 
execution.  And  have  only  to  beg  a  few  moments  intrusion 
farther  on  your  leisure  to  say — Mr.  Menzies  having  applied  to  me 
for  some  spirits  for  the  preservation  of  the  different  natural 
curiosities  he  may  fall  in  with,  I  have  thought  proper  to  add  to 
the  bill  some  breeding  sheep,  garden  seeds,  &c.,  ifec,  which  I 
Pi-esents  for  intend  as  presents  to  the  different  chiefs  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
Sandwich  I  shall  likewise,  as  there  are  plenty  of  goats  at  Otaheite,  which 
Islands.  jj^^yg  ^^  ^y  j.q^^^q  iq  ^}^q  northward  from  thence,  procure  a  stock 
of  those  animals  for  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Tlie  amount  of  the 
things  purchased  here  being  about  334  rix  dollars,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  drawing  on  the  Treasury;  for  which  with  a  letter  of 
ad\-ice  have  transmitted  them  attested  vouchers,  and  your  Lord- 
ship's giving  directions  for  the  same  to  be  paid  will  oblige  him  who 
has  the  honor  to  be,  ifec,  Geo.  Yancouver. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Lieutenant  Menzies  (Banks  Papers).* 
1*^^"^-  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  August  10,  1791. 

I  am  as  much  grieved  as  you  can  be   tliat  I  was  not  able 

Vancouver's  to  provide  you  with  a  copy   of  the  instructions  given  to  Capt. 

instructions.  Yancouver  to  regulate  his  conduct  towards  you,  but  in  truth  the 
huny  of  the  political  business  at  the  time  you  sail'df  was  such 
that,  tho'  it  Avas  daily  promised  to  me,  I  have  not  to  this  day  been 
able  to  get  it  from  Mr.  Nepean.  T  will  still  continue  my  efforts, 
and  if  I  am  able  before  the  Daedalus  sails  you  may  be  sure  I  will 
enclose  it  to  you. 

Their  The  heads  of  the  j^i'oposal  I  gave  in  for  his  orders  respecting  you 

were  that  he  should  assist  you  with  boats  to  carry  you  and  your 
baggage  ashore  and  bring  you  off,  and  with  men  to  carry  about 

*  Unsi;,'-ned,  but  in  Sir  Josepli  EanUs's  handwriting-.     It  is  mariccd,  "Sent  l)y  the  DrcdahiP. 
t  Lieut.  Menzies  sailed  with  the  Discovery  from  Falmouth  on  the  1st  Apiil.     When  this 
letter  was  written  he  was  at  the  Cajje. 
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your  necessaries  as  often  as  tlie  duty  of  the  ship  would  allow  him, 
and  that  he  should  furnish  you  with  such  articles  of  trade  as  would  i"  Aus:. 
enable  you  to  obtain  from  the  Indians  in  the  different  places  you 
were  to  visit  such  infoi-mation  and  assistance  as  are  wanting 
towards  your  fulfilling  the  oljjects  of  your  mission,  by  which  I 
mean  he  should  give  you  the  most  valuable  kinds  of  goods  at  each 
place  if  necessary,  in  which  case  you  will  demand  them. 

How  Capt.  Yancouver  will  behave  to  you  is  more  than  I  can  Vancouver's 
guess,  unless  I  was  to  judge  by  his  conduct  towards  me,  which  was  *"**"  *"' 
not  such  as  I  am  used  to  receive  from  persons  in  his  situation ; 
but  as  there  was  no  imprudence  in  his  being  civil  to  me,  and 
it  would  be  highly  imprudent  in  him  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  your  duty,  I  trust  he  will  have  too  much  good  sense  to 
obstruct  it.  If  he  does,  the  instances,  whatever  they  are,  will,  of 
course,  appear  as  they  happened  in  your  journal,  which,  as  it  will 
l)e  a  justification  to  you,  will  afford  ground  for  implicating  the 
propriety  of  his  conduct,  which,  for  your  sake,  I  will  not  fail  to 
make  use  of. 

It  is  not  in  your  interest  alone,  even  on  the  subject  of  your 
voyage,  that  the  political  hurry  the  Minister  has  been  and  still  is  Political 
in  has  produced  effects  different  from  those  that  would  have  ^""^' 
taken  place  had  the  outfit  happened,  as  such  outfits  always  ought 
to  do,  in  profound  peace.  I  conclude  from  what  I  have  seen  that 
it  will  be  felt  in  eveiy  part  of  the  business.  It  is,  nevertheless, 
the  duty  of  you  all  to  make  the  best  you  can  of  the  circumstances 
in  which  you  are  placed,  and  that  I  doubt  not  you  will  fully  do. 

[Unsigned.] 

LiEUTEXAXT  Mexzies  TO  Siu  JosEPH  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 

Discovery,  Simon's  Bay, 
Sir  Joseph,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Aug.  10,  1791.         "^rg. 

We  are  now  i)reparing  to  leave  this  i:)lace  after  about  a  The  Cape  as 

,,  ,         ,  1      •  1  •   1      T    1  •  1  11  ■      a  field  for  the 

month  s    stay,    durnig   which   I  have   enjoyed   much  pleasure    m  botanist. 

my  botanical  pursuits  through  this  apparently  dreary  country, 
but  to  me  richer  than  any  garden  in  the  vast  variety  of  its  vege- 
table productiors,  for  whether  I  traversed  the  sandy  scorching 
plains,  or  clambered  up  the  craggy  ridges  of  mountains,  every 
situation  afforded  to  my  mind  something  new  or  rai-e  ;  for  even 
many  genera  with  which  I  Avas  before  acquainted  l)ut  by  name, 
here  presented  themselves  to  my  view  in  full  perfection.  In  these 
excursions  the  ciyptogi'amic  class  was  not  neglected,  for  I  have 
made  some  additions  to  it  by  several  new  species.  I  h;n'e  dried  Init 
few  of  the  other  plants,  as  I  daresay  Mr.  Mason  [Masson]  whose 
study  it  has  been  for  many  years,  has  already  collected  everything 
new  and  rare  in  that  way  on  this  promont. 

I  am  affraid  I  shall  be  short  of  paper  for  drying  plants  before  Pajwr 
the  voyage  is  finished,  and  therefore  request  that  you  will  be  kind  '    ^ 
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1791       enougli  to  send  me  a  rim  [ream]  or  two  more  by  the  store-ship  which 

10  Aug.     is  to  come  out  after  us,  or  by  any  other  conveyance  that  may  offer, 

and,  if  the  new  genera  and  species  plantarum  are  published,  be 

so  good  as  send  them  also. 

Departure  of      -pj^g  Gorgon  left  Table  Bay  about  ten  days  ago,  with  a  large  cargo 

oigon.   ^^  ^^^^  stock  for  Botany  Bay,*  and  two  transports  have  sailed  from 

here  since,  and  the  three  remaining  ones  here  are  to  sail  either  to-day 

or  to-morrow.     I  met  Governor  King  at  the  Cape  Town.     He  wasi 

well,  and  desired  me  to  present  his  compliments  to  you. 

I  likewise  saw  Mr.  Mason ;  he  enjoys  his  health,  and  was  good 
Excursions,  enough  to  accompany  me  in  some  of  my  excursions  up  Table 
Mountain  and  in  the  neighboui-hood  of  False  Bay,  where  we 
were  joined  by  Capt.  Paterson.  If  Capt.  Roberts'  expedition 
should  take  place,  I  think  INIr.  Mason  would  be  the  best  hand  to 
accompany  him,  as  he  is  so  well  acquamted  with  the  African  plants, 
and  I  have  his  leave  to  tell  you  that  he  would  most  willingly  do 
it,  if  Capt.  Roberts  should  call  here  for  him  per  your  order. 

As  I  am  deep  in  your  debt,  as  well  as  my  agent's,  owing  to  an 
expend ve  outfit  (my  mess  alone  having  now  cost  me  £120),  I 
trust  you  will  assist  Mr.  Wilson  in  procuring  my  wages  to  the 
date  of  this  letter,  and  in  so  doing  you  will  much  oblige, 

Yours,  itc, 

Archibald  Menzies. 

"We  sail,  I  believe,  to-morrow  morning. — A.  M. 

I  believe  it  is  intended  to  touch  on  some  part  of  the  west  side 
A  field  for  °^  -^^^^^  Holland  previous  to  our  rounding  the  south  point.  If 
botauising.    SO,  I  shall  have  a  fine  field  for  botanizing  !  I  I — A.  M. 


18  Aug. 

Proposals 
for 

conveying 
convicts. 


Sir  Joseph  Baxks  to  Mr.  W.  Richards,  Junr.I 
Sir,  August  13,  1791. 

I  have  read  over  ^vith  care  your  proposition  for  conveying 
convicts,  &c.,t  and  am  satisfied  the  means  you  propose  are  sufiicient, 
as  far  as  pro^-isions  and  clothing,  to  supply  them  properly  on  their 
voyage  out  in  as  economical  a  manner  as  Government  can  find  the 
means  of  doing,  unless,  as  they  have  lately  done,  they  submit 
them  to  the  contractors,  whose  pruicipal  objects  are  to  be  fulfilled 
after  they  are  on  shore,  and  who,  therefore,  regard  the  care  of 
them  as  a  secondary  consideration. 

It  appears,  clear,  however,  from  the  remarkable  healthyness  of 

the  crews  that  went  out  with  Governor  Phillip,  and  from  the  as 

remarkable  unhealthyness  of  some  transports  that  have  arrived 

„,     ,.         since,  that  the  srood  sense  and  personal  attention  of   the   com- 

and  order,     mander  to  enforce  cleanliness  and  order  among  the  unfortunate 

*  Port  J3.ctsoii 

t  Not  signed,  but  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  handwriting—  evidently  the  draft  of  a  letter.    Ante, 
p.  oOS. 

}  Ante,  pp.  509-519. 
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people  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  success  with  which  they  can  be       1791 
carried  out.     Government  is  always  ready  to  allow  the  necessary     18  Au^. 
expence,  but  not  always  able  to  find  out  proper  people  to  take 
charge  of  the  ships.  

J.  JoHXSTOXE  TO  J.   Berteret  (Banks  Papers).* 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  August  22,  1891.         22  Au-. 
The  Chathamt  was,  without  a  doubt,  the   most  improper  vessel  Jj^^^^^^j^^ 
that  could  have  been  pitched  upon.      She  di'aws  12^  feet  of  water,  and 
and  is  scarcely  the  burthen  of  120  tons  ;  she  has  neither  breadth  i>iscovery. 
nor  length  in  the  least  reasonable  proportion;  where  then  is  the 
fitness  for  livers  and  shallows,  which  they  say  we  are  to  exploi-e. 
As  you  may  conclude,  we  are  very  tender,  and  for  sailing  we 
have  not  been  a  match  for  the  dullest  merchant  vessel  we  have 
met  with.     The  Discovery  sails  much  better,  and  she  is  stifi'  from 
her  good  bearings,  and  by  her  projecting  sides  affords  great  con- 
venience and  room  for  working.     She  has  answered  so  far  as  to 
please  those  belonging  to  her. 

We  could  have  anchored  at  Funchal  in  an  hour  or  two,  but  the  FunchaL 
Discovery,  having  acted  with  much  more  caution  in  respect  to  the 
land,  was  not  able  to  come  to  us,  and  therefore  made  us  a  signal 
to  join  her. 

We  anchored  at  TenerifFe  in  Santa  Cruz  Bay  on  the  29th  of 
April,  and  here  we  took  in  25  tons  of  stone  ballast,  finding  our  Teneriffe. 
own — which  was  25  tons  of  and  4  of  iron  pigs — too  little. 

On  the  Sunday  after  our  arrival  we  dined  with  an  Englishman, 
and  both  ships  had  liberty,  in  consequence  of  which  all  hands  got 
drunk,  and  insulted  everyone,  even  the  Spanish  centinels.  The 
Spanish  guard  was  called  out,  and  some  of  our  men  were  forced  ^'■g^aJi^.'* 
down  to  their  boats  rather  roughly,  when  the  capt.,  who  heard  of 
the  attack  just  as  he  had  finished  his  coffee,  came  down,  and  was 
instantly  thrust  by  the  butt  end  of  a  musket  into  the  sea. 

The  capt.,  when  he  came  on  board,   lamented  that  he  was  not 
decked  in  his   uniform,   as  he  could  in  that  case  have  made  a 
national  affair  of  it ;  he  wrote,  however,  to  the  Spanish  Governor,  Complaint 
resting  his  charge  on  there  having  been  a  lieut.  in  uniform  among  Governor. 
those  who  were  beaten,  and  received  an  evasive  answer.     I  dare- 
say the  Governor  thought  him  in  the  wrong.  | 

July  10,  we  came  into  False  Bay  and  found  the  Gorgon,  with  f^'^^j^^^^ 
five  transports  for  New  S.  Wales.     If  you  were  to  see  the  broils 
on  board  those  ships  you  would  think  with  me  that  duty  and  com- 
mand  are  not  sufficiently   defined.      There  is  a  naval  lieut.   as 
agent,  but  between  him  and  the  master  of  the  ship  is  a  daily  con- 

•  MS.  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  handwriting',  endorsed,  "Extract  and  abstract— J.  Johnstone 
to  J.  Berteret." 

t  The  armed  tender  selectefl,  in  place  of  the  Gorgon,  to  accompany  the  Discovery  on 
Vancouver's  expedition  to  tlie  northwest  coast  of  America.     Ante,  p.  312. 

I  bee  JUeuteijuut  ileuzies'  letter  ;  ante,  p.  490. 
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22  Aug. 


12  Oct. 


Cost  of 
provisions 
and 
clothing. 


Transport 
charges. 


Ration. 


No  extra 
charges. 


tention.  The  officer  of  the  troops  also  thinks  he  has  a  command, 
so  that  on  board  o£  them  regularity  and  subordination  are  out  of 
practice. 

Our  astronomical  quadrant  is  of  Bird,  vamped  up  by  Roweden. 
We  young  astronomers  take  upon  us  to  condemn  its  exactness,  and 
find  it  awkward  in  the  ajustment. 


Sir, 


Me.  W.  Richards,  Junr.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

Queen's  Row,  Walworth,  12  October,  1791. 


Your  kind  favour  of  the  16th  August  last*  I  duly  received, 
and  was  happy  to  find  that  on  your  perusal  of  the  pi-opositions, 
&c.,  they  met  your  approbation.  I  have  to  assure  you,  sir,  that 
on  providing  the  provision,  cloathing,  and  other  matters,  as  they 
ought  to  be  for  such  a  passage,  and  with  good  ships,  British  built 
and  properly  fitted,  such  as  I  tliink  is  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  have  pro-vided,  they  cannot  be  transported  under  £24  5s. 
p.  man.  Government  receiving  the  benefit  of  the  remaining  pro- 
visions (eight  months'  being  laid  in  for  the  passage),  as  well  as 
the  compleat  suit  of  cloathing,  beds,  etc.,  which  it  is  intended  by 
these  propositions  to  be  given  them,  and  which  will  amount  to 
65s.  each  person,  and  is  included  in  the  above  sum  ;  but  to  con- 
vey them  with  the  articles  as  they  were  before  allowed,  and  the 
remaining  provisions,  etc.,  to  be  the  property  of  the  contractor,  I 
can  transport  them  at  the  sum  of  £21  p.  head,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  any  person  doing  justice  to  perform  the  contract  for  less,  which 
I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  convinced  you  of,  from  the  price 
of  freight,  provision,  etc.,  with  the  remaining  gain  arising  to  me. 

As  I  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  be  glad  to  supply  the  whole 
of  the  demands  for  provision  for  the  settlement,  I  can  undertake 
to  supply  Go^-ernment  witli  the  following  ration  for  each  person 
p.  week,  viz.  : — 

Seven  pounds  of  flour, 

Four  pounds  of  pork. 

Two  pounds  of  beef. 

Three  pounds  of  rice, 
at  the  sum  of  eightpence  three-farthings  p.  head  p.  day,  or  five 
shillings  and  one  penny  farthing  for  the  above  ration,  freight  and 
insurance  included,  and  to  be  delivered  at  Port  Jackson  free  from 
all  charges  whatever,  and  as  I  include  insurance  in  case  of  loss, 
the  amount  received  from  the  insurers  to  be  the  property  of 
Government.  I  can  also  deliver  the  same  ration,  free  from  all 
charges,  on  board  any  ships  in  the  river  Thames,  at  sixpence  p. 
head  p.  day,  but,  in  this  case,  neither  freight  or  insurance  is 
included  ;  or  at  eightpence  one-fai-thing  -p.  head  p.  day,  including 
the  freight  to  Poi't  Jackson,  but  not  any  insurance. 


Ante,  p.  522.      The  correct  date  is  ISth  August. 


PROPOSALS    POU    M.VINTAINIA^G    CONVICTS.  525 

The  provision  to  be  the  newest  tliat  can  bo  procured  in  the        1791 
markett,  to  be  properly  packed,  the  beef  and  pork  filled  with      12  Oct. 
pickle,  and  properly  iron-hooi)ed  for  so  long  and  tempestuous  a 
passage.     I  will  engage  to  keep  always  six  months'  provision  in 
store  (the  dangers  of  the  sea  excepted),  and  give  proper  security 
for  due  performance  ;  and  as  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  that 
I  thought  it  would  be  attended  with  a  savinfj,  as  well  as  a  great  Provisions 
convenience  to  Government,  to  send  out  the  cloathing  ready  made,  ci'othin"-. 
The  price  I  would  deliver  it  on  board  ship  at  is  as  follows  : — 

Cloathing,  agreeable  to  the  pattern  exhibited  by  the  Navy 

Board,  for  every  male  convict,  40s.  p.  sett. 
Cloathing,  agTeeable  to  the  pattern  exhibited  by  the  Navy  Prices. 

Board,  for  every  female  convict,  39s.  p.  sett. 
The  cloaths  to  be  well  and  substantially  made,  full-sized,  and 

not  as  slop-work  is  genertilly  done. 
The  implements  for  agriculture  of  good  quality,  and  approved 
by    proper   insj^ectors,   the    accounts    for   which    to    be 
exhibited,  and  the  usual  commission  j^aid  for  purchasing 
these  articles,  as  well  as  any  others  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  to  be  sent  out. 
I  am  fearfull  that  I  have  presumed  too  much  on  the  liberty  you 
have  been  pleased  to  allow  me,  but  I  hope,  sir,  that  my  zeal  to 
conduct  this  business  in  a  manner  different  from  what  it  has  hitherto 
been  performed,  and  without  the  dreadfull  calamities  that  has  been 
experienced  by  the  deaths  of  so  many  poor  wretches,  as  well  as  to 
guai-d  against  the  wants  of  the  settlement,  will  plead  my  excuse  ;  Previous 
and  if,  sir,  you  think  my  proposals  reasonable,  such  as  to  deserve  ^^^^'"'t'^s, 
your  kind  attention,   I  hope  I  may  flatter  myself  to  have  your 
interest  in  putting  them  into  execution. 

•     It  is  my  intention  to  make  these  proposals  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  meeting  of  a  Board.      I  am,  &c., 

W.  Richards,  June, 

Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  the  22nd,  1791.  22  Oct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  return*  of  the  detach- 
ment of  the  N.S.W.  Corps,  by  which  you  will  perceive  how  much 
we  have  suffered  from  a  fever  that  has  raged  with  great  violence  Losses  from 
amongst  the  soldiers  and  seamen  of  this  ship.  ^'^^■'''■• 

You  may  probably  recollect  that  for  the  purpose  of  giving  air 
to  the  convicts  in  the  orlop  deck  a  grating  was  made  on  both 
sides  the  ship.  Over  these  gratings  the  soldiers  and  convicts 
slept,   and    although    it  was   a   matter  of  great   comfort   to    the 

*  Post,  p.  52G.  The  return  shows  that  13  i)nvate  soldiers,  5  women,  wives  of  soldiers, 
and  1  child  had  died  up  to  20th  Oct.  The  number  of  deaths  amoiijrst  tlie  seamen  is  not 
stated.  Accordin'^  to  Captain  Manninj;,  who  was  in  command  of  tlie  Pitt,  27  persons  died 
in  14  days,  ineludinj;  seven  seamen.  Post,  p.  527.  The  total  deaths  on  the  voyatje, 
exclusive  of  children,  amounted  li  40  ;  and  120  of  the  convicts  were  sick  when  landed.  See 
Phillip's  despatch  to  Dmidas,  lUth  March,  1702. 
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The 

convicts 

well. 


Good 
behaviour. 


Wine 
necessary. 


The  Marines 
on  board  the 
Pitt. 


convicts  the  fresh  air  being  so  conveyed  to  them,  the  stench  that 
arose  from  them  was  so  dreadfully  offensive  as  to  bring  on  the 
fever  with  which  we  have  so  much  suffered.  The  officers  of  this 
ship  are  all  in  good  health,  Mr.  Theed,  one  of  the  mates  alone 
excepted  ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that  amongst  the  convicts 
who  are  confined  there  is  not  a  sick  man,  and  of  those  who  were 
released  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  ship  when  the  sailors 
could  do  their  duty  no  longer,  not  any  have  been  so  severely 
afflicted  as  to  lose  their  lives.  Eleven  of  the  sailors  are  already 
dead,  and  the  crew  at  this  time  mostly  in  the  sick  list. 

The  convicts  behave  themselves  with  great  regularity,  and  but 
for  the  melancholy  scenes  this  fever  has  occasioned  I  never  before 
had  so  pleasant,  although  so  tedious,  a  voyage. 

The  necessity  of  giving  port  wine  to  the  convalescents  is  so 
strongly  recommended  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  procure  it  at 
this  place,  and  for  the  payment  of  which,  should  I  succeed,  I 
shall  be  forced  to  draw  on  the  Treasuiy.  I  have  nothing  par- 
ticular to  communicate  at  this  time.  The  sick  soldiers  are 
recovering  fast,  and  my  surgeon's  mate  gives  me  great  hopes  that 
I  need  not  expect  any  more  of  them  to  die  of  this  disorder. 

I  shall  not  omit  any  opportunity  that  occurs  of  writing  to  you. 
I  am,  ikc,  Fra^s.  Grose. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Return  of  the  Officers,  Non-commissioned  Officers,  Drummers, 
Privates,  Men,  Women,  and  Children  of  the  New  South  "Wales 
Corps  on  board  the  Pitt.     Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  20th,  1791. 
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Francis  Grose,  Major  Comt.,  N.  S.  Wales  Corps. 


The  Pitt  at 
Rio. 


Captain  Manning  to  Alderman  Macaulay.* 
It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  have  to  acquaint  you  of  being 
put  into    this    place   for  another   fresh    supply, 


obliged 


to 


not 


*  Captain  Edward  Manning,  in  command  of  the  ship  Pitt,  which  took  out  soldiers  and 
convicts  to  the  settlement  at  Port,Iackson,  wrote  a  letter  to  Alderman  Macaulay,  of  London, 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  24th  October,  1791.  Extracts  from  it,  as  given  here,  were 
published  in  the  Public  Advertiser  (London)  on  the  yth  February,  1792. 
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tloubting,   if    you   have   received  the   account  which   I    had  the       1791 
pleasure  to  write  you  from  Port  Praya,  but  that  you  have  des-     24  Oct. 
patched  us,  before  tliis  time,  from  the  Cajje  of  Good  Hope.     From 
St.  .Tago  hither,  however,  I  have  experienced  nothing  but  adver- 
sity— attributing  the  groundwork  of  our  misfortunes  to  the  late- 
ness of  the  season  when  we  left  England.     At  St.  Jago  the  season 
was  bad  and  the  heat  of  the  sun  almost  intolerable.      We  left  it  An 
about  the  20th  of  August,  and  were  nearly  a  month  in  a  very  passaj,'e. 
distressed  situation — almost  calm  the  whole  time,  with  incessant 
rain — sometimes  a  few  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  sun,  and 
sometimes  a  few  miles  to  the  northward,  most  frequently  without 
the  smallest  breath  of  air,  but  frequently  very  heavy  squalls,  with 
the  severest  thunder  and  lightning  I  ever  was  witness  to  in  the  Bad 
whole  course  of  my  life.       *       *       *       ^  continuation  of  such  ^^e^^er. 
weather,  with  so  many  confined  in  so  small  a  space,  brought  forth  a 
most  malignant  epidemical  fever,  wLiich  spread  so  rapidly  among  Fever  breaks 
the  sailors  and  soldiers,  and  in  a  degree  so  alarming,  that  for  some  °"*- 
time  we  were  almost  afraid  to  approach  each  other.     There  were 
very  few  on  board  who  escaped  its  fury.     Mr.  Theed  was  among  the 
first  likely  to  fall  a  victim,  but  is  providentially  recovered.     For  a 
considerable  time  our  scene  was  truly  melancholy.      In  fourteen 
days  we  buried  twenty  seven   seamen,  soldiers,  their  wives  and  Twenty- 

*'  .  '         SGVGn 

children.     Scarcely  a  person  escaped  death  who  was  watering  on  deaths. 
shore  at  tliat  d place,  St.  Jago. 

But  extraordinary  as  it  is  to  tell,  it  is  not  more  extraordinary 
than  true,  that  the  fever  never  touched  the  convicts,  among  whom.  The  convicts 
one  might  naturally  have  concluded,  that  it  would  have  been  most  f|ver,^ 
fatal  ;  we  have  not  buried  one  since  we  left  Praya  !     But  though 
they  appear  to  have  been  proof  against  the  fever,  yet  they  have  in 
other  instances  not  been  exempt  from  aftliction.     The  flux  and 
scurvy  attacked  them  without  mercy.     Never  were  seen,  I  believe,  but  suffer 
such  ulcers  and  ulcerated  legs  in  the  world.     The  smallest  appear- 
ance on  the  flesh  in  a  day  or  two  spread  broader  than  your  hand, 
and  soon  made  its  way  to  the  very  bone,  and  many  of  the  soldiers 
experienced  equal  calamity. 

These  misfortunes  were  succeeded  by  adverse  winds,  which  drx)ve 
lis  so  far  to  the  westward  that  we  were  not  able  to  cross  the  line  Adverse 
under  32  degrees  of  longitude  west ;  and  when  that  was  accom-  hard  gales, 
plished  we  met  with  such  continued  hard  gales  from  the  south, 
and  with  a  very  heavy  sea,  that  we  fell  in  with  the  coast  about  the 
latitude  of  8  south,  and  then  were  compelled  to  bear  as  far  as  this 
})lace  before  we  could  expect  any  change  of  wind. 

From  these  hardships  combined,  I  can  assure  you  that  we  had  Driven  near 
serious  faces,  and,  though  driven  very  near  the  land,  my  people 
were  so  weak  and  so  much  relaxed  that  we  were  almost  afraid  to 
venture  in  with  it,  or  make  even  the  attempt  for  harbour  with 
any  degree  of  safety.     All  the  sailors  we  could  muster  were  only 
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five  in  a  watch,  and  many  of  tliem  not  able  to  go  aloft.  From 
such  unexpected  delay  and  misfortune  I  was  desirous  of  getting 
in  anywhere,  and  the  crew  being  so  much  exhausted,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  liberate  many  of  the  convicts  and  trust  to  their  assistance 
to  relieve  the  ship.  Our  joint  elforts  were  then  effectual,  and  you 
can  form  no  conception  of  the  joy  that  appeared  in  each  person's 
countenance  when  we  entered  the  harbour.  It  is  the  finest  in  the 
world — everything  plentiful,  and  everything  cheap. 

The  Viceroy,  and  all  the  officers  in  the  place,  have  paid  us  every 
possible  attention.  Immediate  orders  were  given  for  us  to  receive 
as  much  beef  as  we  could  desire,  with  all  the  fruits  with  which  the 
country  abounded. 

They  gave  directions  also  that  the  sick  should  be  received  at 
their  hospital,  and  many  were  sent  immediately  on  shore.  The 
sick  convicts  also  were  sent  under  proper  care  to  an  island  which 
was  very  near  the  ship,  whither  I  sent  them  daily  jjrovisions,  and 
Mr.  Jameson  attended  them  with  his  usual  care  and  punctuality. 
We  have  been  here  now  nearly  three  weeks,  and  are  ready  for  sea. 
My  people  are  returned  a  different  class  of  men  from  the  state  in 
which  they  were  landed,  and  I  think  I  may  add  with  safety  that 
we  are  nearly  recovered. 

I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  we  have  lo.st  four  of  the  convicts. 
I  Avas  under  the  necessity  of  permitting  them  to  go  on  shore  with 
the  boats,  from  whence  they  did,  or  at  least  attempted  to  make 
their  escape.  I  rather  think  they  were  drovvaied  in  making  the 
attempt,  or  if  not,  they  must  have  been  secreted  in  a  convent  of 
the  Friars.  I  applied  to  the  Viceroy,  and  every  step  was  taken 
that  was  possible  for  their  recovery  without  effect. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  list  of  the  number  we  have  unfortunately 
lost.  Under  the  pressure  of  misfortune  and  disease,  fortunate  it 
is  that  we  did  not  lose  more.  ***** 

There  are  some  on  board,  I  believe,  who  would  rather  stay  at 
Rio  six  weeks  than  three  ;  but  as  my  commission  is  important,  and 
I  am  desirous,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  up  my  charge  to  Governor 
Phillips,  wind  and  weather  permitting,  to-morrow  I  go  to  sea. 

Average  number  of  sick  between  the  21st  of  August  and  9tb 
of  October  was  between  50  and  60. 

Died. — Seamen,  7;  soldiers,  13;  soldiers'  wives,  5;  soldiers' 
children,  5  ;  convicts  (since  we  have  left  England)  of  the  small- 
pox, 15  ;  convict  children,  2.     Total,  47. 


From  the 
Cape  to 
Sydney. 


Lieut. -Governor  King  to  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham.* 
Extract  from   a    letter  from    Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  the 

Right  Hon'ble  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  dated  Sydney, 

New  South  Wales,  2-4th  Oct.,  1791. 
Our  voyage  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  can  by  no  means  be 
called  a  bad  one.     Many  gales  of  wind  happened,  and  the  seas  were 


*  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.    He  was  Lord  Grenville's  brother. 


PROSPECTS    OF   THE    COLONY.  529 

in  general  very  high  ;   but  in  a  ship  like  the  Gorgon  those  incon-       l^^l 
veniences  are  not  much  felt,  and  was  it  not  for  the  extreme  cold      24  Oct. 
(the  thermometer  being,  on  an  average,  below  40°)  and  the  wet  state 
of  the  ship,  which  made  us  unfortunately  loose  a  part  of  our  stock, 
the  voyage,  altho'  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  running  5,000  miles 
in  the  parallel  of  43°  and  44°,    might  be  called  a  very  good  one. 

The  general  run  of  all  the  transports  and  the  Gorgon  from  the  Average 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  this  port  was  eight  weeks.  p^lage"^ 

Out  of  25  cows,  3  bulls,  62  ewes,  4  rams,  and  11  swine  taken 
on  board  at  the  Cape  we  lost  8  cows,  3  bulls,  8  ewes,  3  rams  ;  but  Loss  of  live 
to  make  up  in  part  for  those  losses  a  very  tine  bull  calf,  17  cows,  *'^°°  ' 
and  a  cow  calf  are  in  very  good  condition,  and  grazing  at  Parra- 
matta  with  about  60  ewes. 

Very  great  exertions  have  been  made  here,  and  a  vast  tract  of  Harvest 
land  cleared.  A  number  of  people  have  become  settlers,  one  of  Sydney.  *' 
which  has  been  some  months  independant,  and  the  rest  are  making 
great  advances  towards  it.  From  present  ajopearances,  I  think 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a  plentiful  crop  of  Indian  corn. 
The  wheat  has  suffered  very  much  from  the  great  droughts  ;  for 
sixteen  months  scarce  any  rain  ;  but  some  late  rains  has  given  it  a 
more  promising  appearance,  Poultry,  swine,  and  goats  would  have 
been  in  great  abundance  had  there  been  corn  to  support  them,  and 
which  there  will  be  in  plenty  when  the  crops  are  got  in. 

Respecting  Norfolk  Island,  we  have  the  most  flattering  accounts  Good 
(both   publick  and  private)  of  the  appearance  of  a  very  plentiful  at  Norfolk 
harvest.     A  person  sent  there  some  time  ago  has  made  considerable  island. 
improvements  in  dressing  the   New  Zealand  flax  found   on  the 
i-sland,  from  which  he  has  made  some  very  good  coarse  canvas. 

There  is  a  circumstance  which  will  add  gi'eatly  to  the  conse- 
quence of  this  settlement,  which  is  the  whale  fishery.  Most  of  ^"^'J^^'e 
the  whalers  which  were  destined  for  the  west  coast  of  America 
have  altered  their  plans,  and  are  now  going  to  fish  on  this  coast. 
The  most  experienced  master  of  those  ships  declared  on  his  arrival 
here  "that  in  one  day  he  saw  more  spermaceti  whales  on  this  coast  whales 
than  he  had  done  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  in  six  years.  In  the 
Gorgon  we  passed  through  a  shoal  of  fifty.  It  is  needless  for  ine 
to  point  out  the  very  obvious  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  the 
colony  if  this  fishery  succeeds,  and  which  I  think  there  is  very 
little  doubt  of.  Four  of  those  [whaling  ships]  sailed  yesterday  to 
fish  on  the  coast. 


nuiiieroug. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Oct'r  25th,  1791.  25  Oct. 

I  have  to  acquaint  you  with  my  arrival  at  this  place  in  his  Arrival  at 
Mitjestie's  ship  Gorgon  on  the  22nd  Scpt'r.      We  sailed  fi'oiu  the  jackson. 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  30th  July,  and  after  much  cold  and 
2  m 
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1791 

25  Oct. 


Loss  of  live 
stock. 


Fruit-trees 
and  plant?. 


King's 
movements. 


blowing  weatliev  (but  constant  fair  winds)  we  made  tlio  South 
Cape  of  New  Holland  on  the  8th  Sept'r,  after  which  contrary 
winds  retarded  our  arrival  here  till  the  22nd  Sept'r. 

It  gives  me  much  concern  to  inform  you  of  the  ill-success  which 
has  attended  the  live  stock  that  I  purchased  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  an  exact  statement  of  which, 
together  wdth  the  Commissary's  receipt,  I  herewith  enclose."^  When 
the  extreme  coldness  of  the  weather,  the  wet  state  of  the  ship  (and 
particularly  the  main  deck,  where  the  cattle  were  stowed)  from 
rain  and  the  seas  which  were  often  shipped,  the  inactive  state  of 
the  cattle,  and  the  violent  motion  of  the  ship  is  considered,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  it  fortunate  that  a  greater  number  did  not 
die.  The  bulls  are  certainly  a  great  loss ;  but  the  bull  calf  is 
strong  and  very  thriving,  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  its 
doing  well. 

The  fruit-trees  and  other  plants  were  all  in  a  very  good  state 
on  our  arrival  here,  a  proportion  of  which  has  been  landed,  and  the 
remainder  Governor  Phillip  has  permitted  me  to  take  to  Norfolk 
Island. 

As  the  Atlantic,  transport,  is  ordered  to  land  me  at  Norfolk 
Island  on  her  way  to  Calcutta,  I  hope  to  arrive  there  about  the 
16th  November.  I  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  Kixg. 


LlEUTENANT-G0VER\0R    KiNG    TO   UnDER    SECRETARY    NEPEAN.f 


27  Oct. 


Dear  Sir, 


The  live 

stock. 


Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

27th  October,  1791. 


By  the  publick  letter  you  will  observe  our  good  and  bad 

luck  with  the  stock ;  but  I  think  we  have  been  fortunate  on  the 

whole,  and  should  have  been  still  more  so  if  the  Gorgon  had  been 

properly   fitted,  which   miglit   have   been    done   at  a  very  small 

expence  in  England,  and  would  have  ensured  the  safe  ariival  of 

every  head  put  on  board  at  the  Cape. 

Should  a  forty-gun  ship  be  sent  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 

Black  cattle  cattle  to  this  colony,  I  think  a  hundred  black  cattle,  two  hundred 
and  sheep.        ,  ,  •:'„  •ttiiii  p  ^ 

sheep,  and  a  quantity  or  stores  might  be  landed  here  very  safely ; 
but  to  effect  that  desirable  purpose  the  ship  must  have  a  spar- 
deck,  and  no  other  guns  than  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle. 
Stalls,  with  bottoms  raised  six  inches  off  the  deck,  should  be  fitted 
fore  and  aft  on  the  main  deck  and  on  a  part  of  the  lower  deck, 
in  the  midship  parts  of  which  very  convenient  sheep-pens  might 
be  built  for  containing  two  hundred  head  of  sheep ;  but,  as  I 
before  observed,  carrying  cattle  must  be  the  principal  object  of 
Uv ^^  t^  if ""^  ^^^^  '^'oyage,  as  the  quantity  of  hay  and  l)arley  necessary  for  the 
and  food.      Support  of  SO  many  animals  would  occupy  a  great  pai't  of  the  ship, 

*  Not  available.    The  information  is  griven  in  King's  letter  to  Nepean  ;  post,  pp.  531,  532. 
t  A  private  letter. 
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ami  ceitainly  it  would  be  a  very  considerable  saving  to  Govern-  1791 
nient  if  the  hay  and  barley  was  laid  in  in  England,  and  more  27  oa. 
than  half  tlie  expence  saved.  The  hay  should  be  pressed  in  casks, 
and  the  barley  also  stowed  in  cask  ;  a  proportion  of  good  bran  or 
pollard  would  also  be  necessary,  and  eight  or  ten  convicts  accus- 
tomed to  cattle.  I  think,  with  those  precautions,  every  cow  and 
sheep  put  on  board  at  the  Cape  would  in  eight  weeks  be  grazing 
at  Parramatta. 

I  hope  you  will  not  think  the  above  observation  impi'opor,  as 
it  is  only  an  idea  of  my  own,  founded  on  a  conviction  of  its  being- 
attended  witli  success  from  ^\■llat  I  observed  in  the  Gorgon,  nor  do 
I  think  a  titter  man  could  be  found  for  the  purpose  than  Parker. 

I  hope  that  everything  which  Governor  Pliillip  has  mentioned  Norfoiic 
respecting  Norfolk  Island  will  be  attended  to  and  taken  into  wants, 
consideration.  I  need  not  urge  you  any  more  respecting  the  very 
great  necessity  there  is  of  some  form  of  justice  being  established 
in  that  island,  nor  is  there  a  less  necessity  for  a  clergyman,  as 
the  numbers  now  on  that  island  ai'e  about  1,800,  and  neither  law 
nor  gospel  to  punish  or  direct  them. 

Might  not  a  court  on  that  island  be  established,  consisting  of  Court  of 
the  Lt.-Governor  as  Judge  and  five  officers.  Tlie  pi-ecept  must,  J"^'^"^*'- 
of  course,  come  from  tlie  Governor-in-Chief,  and  no  sentence  of 
death  should  be  put  into  execution  untill  the  Governor-in-Chief 
approves  or  disapproves  of  the  sentence.  You  will,  I  hope, 
excuse  my  pointing  out  those  things  ;  l)ut  as  I  may  hereafter  be 
in  certain  situations  that  may  make  me  wish  for  some  regular 
mode  of  justice,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  any  impropriety  in  thus 
mentioning  things  which  ought  to  come  through  Gov'r  Phillip. 

The  accounts  from  Norfolk  Island  are  such  that  upwards  of  30 
marines  are  going  there  as  settlers,  and  as  they  are  all  good  Marines  as 
chai'acters  I  hope  everything  will  be  conducted  in  the  manner  ®*^  *^ ' 
that  T  wish,  and  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  highly  satis- 
factory to  his  IMajesty's  Ministers ;  at  least,  no  pains  or  assiduity 
shall  l)e  wanting  on  my  part  to  gain  their  approbation  of  my 
conduct. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  great  object  if  transports  and  King's 
ships  bound  to  this  colony,  and  that  touclied  at  Teneriff"e,  to  bring 
a  quantity  of  quearns  from  thence.  They  are  small  liand  mill-  Millstones. 
st<mes,  which  will  last  a  number  of  years,  "till  windmills  can  be 
erected,"  and  are  bought  for  3s.  Gd.  a  pair.  A  breed  of  asses  from 
thence  would  also  be  very  usefull,  as  none  can  be  got  at  the  Cape. 
I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Nepean,  and  am,  etc., 

PiiiLii'  GiDLEV  Ki\r:. 
Cape,  July  26,  '91  ;  stock,  &c.,  Capt.  King,  on  Gorgon  : — 
Bought  :  3  males,  25  females,  black  cattle;  4  males,  62  females,  Tiioii\c 
slieep  ;   1  male,  10  females,  swine;  8  males,   8  females,  rabbits  ; ''^'''■"• 
10  males,  10  females,  pigeons. 
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Remain,   P.  Jacks.,    Sep.    23,    '91:   1   male,    17  females,  black       ' 
cattle  ;  3  males,  56  females,  sheep ;   1  male,  4  females,  swine  ;  10 
male,  10  females,  pigeons. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville.* 

Sydney,  New  South  "Wales, 

My  Lord,  November  5th,  1791. 

By  the  Mary  Ann  transport,  which  arrived  here  the  9th  of 
J  uly,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter,  marked 
No.  10,  in  triplicate,  and  dated  the  19th  of  February,  with  in- 
closures  numbered  from  1  to  22.  The  letter  marked  No.  7,  and 
dated  the  13th  of  November,  1790,  with  the  commission  for  remit- 
ting the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  time  for  which  felons  or  other 
offenders  may  be  sentenced,!  and  No.  8,  dated  the  15th  of  the 
same  month,  with  the  royal  instructions  |  on  that  head,  and  the 
warrant  for  using  the  seal  of  this  territory,§  were  received  with  the 
seal  by  his  Majesty's  ship  Gorgon  the  22nd  of  September. 

No.  9,  dated  the  16th  of  November,  1790,  containing  an  inelo- 
sure,  specifying  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  stores  sent  out, 
the  circular  letter,  with  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  speech,  and 
your  Lordship's  separate  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  1791, 
were  received  by  the  Albemarle  the  13th  of  October.  All  the 
transpoi'ts  were  arrived  by  the  16th,  as  mentioned  in  the  inclosed 
list.  1 1 

The  system  to  be  adopted  of  sending  out  the  convicts  in  two 
embarkations  in  the  course  of  each  year,  as  mentioned  by  your 
Lordship,^  must  be  attended  with  many  advantages  to  the  colony  ; 
and  from  the  reports  made  by  the  masters  of  the  different  ships  I 
liave  reason  to  hope  that  a  whale  fishery  may  be  established  on 
this  coast.  The  master  of  the  Britannia  has  assured  me  that  he 
saw  more  spermaceti  whales  between  the  South  Cape  and  this 
harbour  than  he  saw  on  the  Brazil  coast  in  six  years ;  and  three 
of  the  whalers  are  now  on  the  coast.  Probably  one  or  more  of 
them  may  return  before  my  dispatches  are  closed,  which  may  enable 
me  to  give  your  Lordship  further  information  on  this  subject. 

With  respect  to  the  supplies  of  wheat  and  other  grain  which  it 
was  supposed  this  settlement  might  have  received  from  Norfolk 
Island,  your  Lordship  will  observe  from  the  numbers  sent  there 
during  Lieutenant-Governor  King's  absence,  that  what  he  calcu- 
lated as  likely  to  be  sent  off  the  island  will  now  be  consumed  by 
its  inhabitants ;  and  although  I  am  sensible  that  great  incon- 
veniency  attends  having  so  many  people  on  that  island  while  no 
punishment  can  be  inflicted  beyond  what  a  magistrate  may  feel 

*  Phillip  now  addresses  Lord  Grenville  by  his  proper  title.  See  note,  ante,  p.  465. 
t  Ante,  p.  410.  t  Ante,  p.  413.  §  Ante,  p.  431. 

11  Not  recorded.     The  transports  were  the  Active,  Atlantic,  Queen,  Albemarle,  Britannia 
Admiral  Barrinffton,  William  and  Ann,  Salamander,  Matilda,  Mary  Anne. 
•|  Ante,  p.  45S. 
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himself  authorised  to  direct  (a  circumstance  wliicli  I  presume  will        1791 
be  taken  into  consideration),  still  I  think  tlie  numbers  sent  will      5  Nov. 
be  for  the  general  good.     Tlie  sooner  the  whole  island  is  in  cultiva-  jj^r^ 
tion  the  better ;  as  great  a  number  of   people  as  that  spot  can  cultivation 
support  will  undoubtedly   be   supported  much   better  there  than 
they  could  be  if  they  remained  here  and  drew  their  support  from 
thence,  which  could  only  be  done  at  an  expense  and  risque  ;  and 
at   Norfolk  Island  the  labour  of    the    convicts    is    most    to  the 
advantage  of  the  colony,  for  there  the  soil  makes  the  best  return. 
In  proceeding  with  my  answer  to  your  Lordship's  letter,  whicli 
mentions  the  resources  of  this   settlement,  I  am  led  to  assign  a 
reason  for  having  sent  the  Atlantic*  to  Calcutta,  in  order  to  pro-  Sending  to 
cure  a  supply  of  flour  and  pease,  as  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  July,    ^"^^    ' 
1790,  No.  lot,  gives  reason  to  suppose  two  years  from  that  pei-iod 
would  put  the  colony  in  such  a  state  that  a  further  supply  of 
flour  would  not  be  necessary,  if  no  unforeseen  accident  happened. 
Our  crops  of  last  year  greatly  failed  us  from  a  long  drought,  very  Failure  of 
little  rain  falling  from  the  beginning  of  July,  1790,  to  August,  ^'^°P^- 
1791 ;  and  the  crops  now  in  the  ground,  although  they  promise  to 
be  much  better  than  we  had  reason  to  expect,  have  suffered  very 
much  from  the  seed  having  lain  so  long  in  the  gi^ound  before  it 
vegetated.     The  great  want  of  a  proper  person  to  be  charged  with 
the  cultivation  of  the  ground  has  been  mentioned  in  my  former 
letters,  and  from  the  consequence  the  person  sent  out  for  that 
purpose  will  be  of  to  tliis  colony,  I  am  induced  to  trespass  on 
your   Lordshij^'s   patience   by   repeating  what  has  been    already 
observed  in  former  letters.     That  it  will  requij'e  not  only  the  good 
practical  farmer,  but  a  man  avIio  is  calculated  for  the  situation  in  A  farmer 
which  he  will  be  placed  ;  he  will  have  to  direct  the  labour  of  a  dent. 
great  body  of  convicts,  at  present  about  fifteen  hundred  (very  few 
of  whom  will  feel  themselves  any  ways  interested  in  tl)e  success 
of  their  labours,  or  who  Avill  ever  do  more,  or  better,  than  what 
they  find  absolutely  necessary  to  avoid  punishment  from  the  over- 
seers under  whose  eyes  they  work  ;  and  very  few  of  those  overseers 
will  be  found  men  on  whom  much  dependence  can  be  placed) ;  he 
will  be  charged  with  the  grain  and  pulse  to  be  raised  for  tlie 
support  of  several  thousand  people,  and  with  all  the  public  live 
stock,  from  which,  nor  from  enforcing  the  labour  of  the  convicts, 
is  he  to  find  any  private  advantage.      I  shall  be  pardoned  for  this 
digression.     When  tlie  provisions  brought  out  with  tlie  convicts, 
and  what  has  been  received  of  the  Guardian's   cargo,  and  the 
surplus  of  the  Gorgon's  provisions,  were  added  to  what  we  have 
in  tlie  colony,  it  only  gave  us  five  months'  flour,  ten  months'  beef  insufficient 
and  pork,  twelve  days'  pease,  and  twenty-three  days'  oatmeal,  for 
the  colony,  reckoning  from  the  12th  day  of  Octol^er  ;  I  therefore 
thought    it    prudent    to    take    tlie    Atlantic    transport    into    his 
Majesty's  employ,  and  send  her  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 

*  One  of  the  transports.  t  Ante,  p.  362. 


534 


HISTORICAL    RECORDS    Or    NEW    SOUTH   WALES. 


1791 

5  Nov. 


The 

Waaksam- 

lie\d. 


Absconding 
feared. 


Jren  of  war 
necessary. 


Settlei-s. 


Discharged 
prisoners. 


Richard  Boweii  (who  came  out  in  that  ship  as  naval  agent)  to 
Calcutta,  in  order  to  jxirchase  flour  and  pease  for  the  use  of  the 
coloiiy.      His  orders  and  instructions  are  inclosed.* 

I  see  by  your  Lordship's  letter  that  it  was  thought  the  snowf 
wliich  brought  tlie  provisions  from  Batavia,  and  which  has  been 
liired  to  carry  home  the  officers  and  men  after  the  loss  of  the  Sirius, 
would  be  purchased ;  but  she  was  not  calculated  for  tlie  service  of 
this  colony,  nor  could  I  have  found  officers  to  put  in  her  had  she 
been  purchased. 

The  transport  mentioned  by  your  Lordship,  as  to  be  expected 
from  the  north-west  coast  of  America,!  shall  be  employed  as 
directed ;  but  I  much  fear  some  bad  consequences  may  attend 
employing  such  vessels  for  any  length  of  time  in  this  country, 
where  there  are  several  hundred  men,  many  of  whom  are  seamen, 
who  would  at  any  houi'  risque  their  lives,  if  they  saw  the  least 
j)robability  of  escaping.  Two  boats  have  been  carried  away  ;  and 
as  there  is  a  probability  that  one  of  those  boats  may  get  to  a 
Dutch  settlement,  the  names  and  descriptions  of  the  people  are 
inclosed.  Tlie  getting  back  any  of  those  men  is  much  to  be 
desired. 

As  boats  capable  of  going  along  the  coast,  and  which  I  should 
gladly  have  employed,  have  been  laid  up  for  many  months,  and  my 
only  secuiity  in  going  betwixt  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  before 
the  Gorgon's  arrival,  depended  on  the  boat  I  used  being  unfit 
to  go  out  of  the  harbour,  your  Lordship  will  judge  if  a  ship,  with 
only  one  King's  officer  on  board,  can  be  under  that  discipline 
wliich  a  ship  should  be  under  that  is  to  be  employed  on  this 
station  The  colony  should  never  be  without  two  ships ;  and  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  that  I  think  no  ships  can  with  safety  be 
employed  on  this  station  unless  they  are  King's  ships,  that  is, 
ships  having  commission,  wari'ant,  and  petty  officers,  on  board 
them  ;  and  I  think  that  more  than  one  commissioned  officer  should 
be  on  board  such  ship. 

Of  those  convicts  whose  sentences  are  expired,  some  who  are 
seamen  or  carpenters  will  be  carried  away  by  the  transports  ;  but 
by  far  the  greatest  part  of  those  people  must  remain,  discontented 
and  desirous  of  seizing  the  first  opportunity  which  offers  of  escap- 
ing. Amongst  the  many  great  advantages  which  would  attend 
settlers  coming  out  who  had  some  property  of  their  own,  their 
finding  employment  for  this  class  of  people  would  be  one,  for  such 
settlers  would  separate  them  from  the  convicts,  which  cannot 
well  be  done  while  they  are  employed  by  the  Crown,  and  probably 
most  'of  them  would  soon  Ije  reconciled  to  remain  in  the  country. 

Of  the  convicts  Avliose  terms  of  transportation  are  expired,  or 
Avho,  from  their  veiy  meritorious  behaviour,  have  been  emanci- 
pated, there  is  one  whose  time  is  expired,  and  whom,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  remaining  here  a  few  months  longer,    I   have 


*  Not  recorded. 


t  Tlie  Dutch  vessel  Waaksaniheyd. 


{  The  DKdalus. 
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promised  to  send  home  by  the  next  ships.     He  is  the  only  cai--       17^1 
peuter  at  this  place  who  is  capable  of  acting  as  a  master  car-      5  Nov. 
penter,  and  while  he  remains  here  I  have  promised  to  allow  him 
one  shilling  per  diem. 

The  master  carpenter,  who  is  mentioned  in  my  letter  No.  i,  is  Master 
to  return  to  Norfolk  Island,  where  stores  and  other  buildings  are  carpentei-. 
wanted. 

The  tirst  convict  who  was  emancipated  had  been  bred  to  -^  co»\"^^t 
surgeiy,  and  merited  from  his  exemplary  conduct  what  has  been 
done  for  him  ;  he  acts  as  an  assistant  to  the  surgeons,  who  find 
him  a  very  useful  man.  He  is  inclined  to  remain  in  the  country. 
For  him  some  allowance  will  ])e  necessary,  and  for  which  lie  was 
recommended  when  the  inconveniences  which  the  superintendents 
and  others  laboured  under,  from  there  not  being  any  money  in 
the  colony,  was  represented  to  your  Lordship. 

Tlie  second  convict  who  was  emancipated  had  Avell  earned  his  Another 

11-  T  1,  1,1  ■        iiiji  J      eiiianeip'.st. 

emancipation  by  his  good  conduct,  and  tlie  pains  he  had  taken  to 

teach  others  the  business  of  a  bricklayer  ;  this  man  has  likewise 

my  promise  to  be  sent  home  before  I  leave  the  country  ;  and  as  he 

continues  to  carry  on  the  public  works  with  great  diligence  will 

expect  some  little  allowance.    The  time  for  which  he  was  sentenced 

will  be  expired  before  he  returns  to  England. 

The    third   con\-ict  was  emancipated   on  the  recommendation  -^  *'"'"''• 
of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  for  extinguishing  the  tire  ou  board 
the  Sirius   after  that  ship  went  on   shore.     This  man  went   to 
Calcutta  in  the  Atlantic,  and  it  now  appears  that  his  term  of 
transportation  had  expired  prior  to  his  emancipation. 

One  Avoman  has  been  emancipated  on  her  marrying  a  superin-  ^"Jf""^^' 

tendent.  marriage. 

The  distinction  directed  to  ba  made  with  regard  to  those  con-  Weii- 
victs  who  have  behaved  well  before  they  became  settlers  has  been  convicts, 
attended  to ;  and  I  hope  the  necessity  there  has  been  of  deviating 
from  the  i-oyal  instructions  respecting  settlers  will  appear  to  have 
been  sufficient  to  justify  what  I  have  done  on  that  head.     My 
letter  to  Mr.  Nepean  undoubtedly  gave  little  reason  to  suppose 
that  many  of  the  mai-ines  would  be  inclined  to  remain  when  the 
relief  took  place,  and  the  opinion  I  formed  when  that  letter  was 
written  was  drawn  from  the  great  anxiety  so  many  expressed  of 
quitting  a  country  which  was  said  to  be  incapable  of  furnishing 
even  tlie  common  necessaries  of  life  ;  the  people  who  were  to  be-  Obstacles  to 
come  settlers  were  men  who  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  judging  ^^ 
for  themselves,  and  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  some  to  whom 
they   had  been  accustomed  to  look  up  with   respect,  had  their 
effect,  and  there  was  some  difficulty  in  persuading  any  man  on 
whose  judgment  some  dependence  might  be  placed  to  think  for 
himself ;  but  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  infoi-ming  your  Lordship 
that  most  of  those  fears  and  apprehensions  are  done  away,  and 
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that  we  liave  now  eighty-six*  settlers  here  and  at  Norfolk  Island  — 
that  is,  thirty -one  from  the  marines,  eleven  seamen,  and  forty -four 
from  those  convicts  whose  sentences  have  expired  ;  thei*e  are, 
likewise,  more  marines  who  have  desired  to  be  received  as  settlers 
when  the  detachment  is  to  be  embarked.  No  man  of  bad  char- 
acter has  been  received  as  a  settler. 

The  first  settler  was  a  convict  whose  time  being  expired,  an 
hut  was  built,  and  one  acre  and  an  half  of  ground  cleared  for  him 
at  Parramatta  ;  he  entered  on  his  farm  of  thirty  acres  the  21st  of 
November,  1789,t  and  was  supported  from  the  public  store  until 
the  25th  of  February,  1791,  when  he  declined  receiving  any 
further  support,  being  then  able  to  maintain  himself.  He  has 
since  married,  and  has  a  child,  both  of  whom  he  wishes  to  take 
off  the  public  store  next  Christmas. 

A  superintendent  who  was  sent  out  in  the  Guardian  has  like- 
wise become  a  settler;  he  was  not  calculated  for  the  employment 
for  which  he  came  out,  but  as  a  settler  will  be  a  useful  man.  His 
salary  as  a  superintendent  is  to  cease  from  the  first  quarter-day 
after  he  became  a  settler,  and  which  he  did  the  .30th  day  of  March, 
1791.  All  these  people  are  doing  well,  and  I  hope  will  be  able  to 
maintain  themselves  when  the  time  expires  for  which  they  are  to 
be  supported  from  the  public  stores.  The  times  on  which  the 
settlers  entered  on  their  lands,  the  conditions,  &c.,  are  mentioned 
in  the  inclosed  return  f  :  and  as  we  are  at  some  loss  respecting 
the  form  of  grants,  I  write  to  Mr.  Nepean  on  the  subject. 

It  was  my  intention  not  to  receive  any  settlers  after  the 
marines  and  seamen  late  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  had  been 
received  but  according  to  the  instructions,  wich  pointed  out  the 
maintaining  such  settler  from  the  public  store  for  twelve  months 
only  ;  bid  had  I  adhered  to  that  determination,  I  must  have  given 
up  all  thoughts  of  procuring  any  settlers  from  the  detachment ;  and 
any  convict  who  might  have  been  admitted  as  a  settler  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Crown  for  one  year  only  would  have  passed  that  year 
under  the  apprehensions  of  not  being  able  to  support  himself  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  and  would  probably  have  been  induced  to 
have  given  up  his  ground  before  half  the  year  was  expired. 

The  placing  the  settlers  with  allotments  of  land  for  the  Crown 
betwixt  every  two  settlers  was  done§  ;  but  being,  in  consequence 
of  that  disposition,  surrounded  with  timber,  out  of  sight  and  out 
of  hearing  of  each  other,  they  were  exposed  to  a  tribe  of  natives, 
who,  living  in  tlie  woods,  and  seldom  coming  on  the  sea-coast, 
have  never  mixed  with  us,  and  always  have  been  hostile  ;  by  these 
people  the  settlers  were  several  times  alarmed,  and  as  they  were 
single  men,  or  at  most  a  man  and  woman,  in  tl.ie  little  hut  they 

*  The  official  return  srives  87.     Post,  p.  541.  t  According  to  the  return  (p.  540),  the 

farm  was  granted,  30th  March,  3791.  }  Post,  pp.  539-541.  §  Vide  Phillip's  additional 

instructions.     Ante,  p.  258. 
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had  reared,  I  found  it  necessary  to  let  subsequent  settlers  occupy       1791 
all  the  ground  which  had  been  set  apart  for  the  Crown.     The      5Xov. 
Royal  Instructions  respecting  the  division  of  land  may  be  carried 
into  execution  when  large  allotments  of  land  are  made,  and  several 
men  are  to  be  employed  in  the  cultivation ;  but  when  the  allotments 
are  small,  and  occupied  by  only  one  person,  independent  of  the 
risque  the  settler  runs  from  the  natives,  many  inconveniences  attend  isolation 
that  disjiosition  ;  they  cannot  so  readily  assist  each  other  in  moving  Js  well  as 
heavy  timber  ;  the  labour  of  fencing  in  their  grounds  is  greatly  dangerous. 
increased,  and  every  man  is  obliged  to  watch  Ms  own  grain,  on 
which,  from  being  surrounded  with  a  wood,  depredations  are  more 
likely  to  escape  detection.     I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Governor 
King  not  to  promise  in  future  more  than  ten  acre's  of  land  at  Norfolk 
Island  (until  instructions  are  received  on  that  head)  to  any  convict 
who  is  to  be  admitted  as  a  settler,  and  none  are  to  be  received  as 
settlers  on  the  island  but  for  very  meritorious  behaviour. 

Here  your  Lordship  will  permit  me  once  more  to  observe  how  Need  of 
much  we  stand  in  need  of  a  few  honest,  intelligent  settlers.  The  gettiei's! 
vicious  and  the  idle  are  not  easily  reformed  while  they  are  in- 
corporated in  one  body.  Precept  has  little  effect,  but  example  will 
do  much,  and  although  I  can  still  say  with  great  truth  and  equal 
satisfaction  that  the  convicts  in  general  behave  better  than  ever 
could  be  expected,  and  that  their  crimes,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, have  been  confined  to  the  procuring  for  themselves  the 
common  necessaries  of  life,  crimes  which  it  may  be  pi^esumed  will 
not  be  committed  when  a  more  plentiful  ration  renders  those 
little  robberies  unnecessary;  still  we  shall  want  some  good 
characters  to  whom  these  people  might  look  up.  Having  them 
will  be  attended  with  every  advantage,  and  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  the  business  of  cultivation  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  few 
who  ever  turned  their  thoughts  that  way  before  they  came  to  this 
country,  and  very  few  indeed  have  more  than  a  very  superficial 
knowledge  in  agriculture. 

The  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General*  }^^!'Xefs. 
has  been  made  public. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Gorgon  arrived  the  21st  of  September,  and  The  Gorgon. 
Captain  Parker,  having  represented  to  me  that  the  ship  required 
repairs  which  would  take  some  time,  and  the  Atlantic,  already 
mentioned  to  your  Lordship  as  being  taken  into  the  service  in 
order  to  bring  a  further  supply  of  provisions  from  Calcutta,  being 
ready  to  sail,  the  26th  of  October,  with  provisions  and  stores  for  The  Atlantic 
Norfolk  Island,   Lieutenant-Governor  King  went  on  board  that  ^^J^y°^.^ 
ship,  and  took  with  him   Captain  Paterson,  who  will  have  one 
company  for  the  service  of  the  island. 

For  the  notice  which  has  been  taken  of  Mr.  King's  services,  and  Kins's 
the  part  your  Lordship  had  m.  procurmg  Inm   the  rank  lie  now 
holds  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  I  feel  myself  much  obliged,  and  from 

*  Ante,  pp.  462,  4fi3. 
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the  knoY/ledge  I  have  of  that  officer,  am  coiilident  that  his  future 
conduct  will  merit  the  honor  he  has  received. 

It  had  been  necessary  to  send  two  of  the  transports  to  Norfolk 
Island  with  convicts,  stores,  and  provisions  before  his  Majesty's 
ship  Gorgon  arrived.  In  my  letters  to  Mr.  Nepean  the  incon- 
veniences attending  the  mastei's  of  those  ships  not  being  informed 
that  it  might  be  necessary  for  some  of  them  to  deliver  their  cargo 
at  Norfolk  Island  will  be  pointed  out. 

The  Gorgon,  notwithstanding  the  assistance  given  by  the  ship- 
Avrights  belonging  to  the  colony,  which  could  be  spared  from  the 
Supply,  armed  tender,  not  being  likely  to  be  ready  for  sea  before 
the  beginning  of  December,  the  Queen,  transport,  which  sailed 
from  hence  the  2nd  instant  with  stores  and  part  of  a  company  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  was  ordered  to  receive  Major  Ross, 
with  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command.  They  may  be 
expected  to  arrive  here*  by  the  time  the  Gorgon  will  be  ready  to 
sail,  and  which  will  enable  that  ship  to  sail  for  Europe  some 
weeks  sooner  than  if  she  had  gone  to  Norfolk  Island. 

Of  the  convicts  mentioned  by  your  Lordship  to  be  sent  out,  1,695 
males  and  168  females  have  been  landed,  with  six  free  women  and 
ten  children.  It  appears  by  the  returns  from  the  Transports  that 
194  males,  4  females,  and  1  child  died  on  the  passage;  and,  although 
the  convicts  landed  from  these  ships  were  not  so  sickly  as  those 
brought  out  last  year,  the  greatest  part  of  them  are  so  emaciated,  so 
worn  away  by  long  confinement,  or  want  of  food,  or  from  both  these 
causes,  that  it  will  be  long  before  they  recover  their  strength,  and 
which  many  of  them  never  will  recover.  Your  Lordship  will  readily 
conceive  that  this  addition  to  our  numbers  v/ill  for  many  months  be 
a  deadweight  on  the  stores.  The  surgeon's  returns  of  this  day  are  : 
"Under  medical  treatment  and  incapable  of  labour,  626 — 576  of 
wliom  are  those  landed  from  the  last  ships." 

The  examination  of  the  master  and  mate  of  the  Queen,  trans- 
port,! having  been  referred  to  me  by  the  magistrates  who  took  it, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  an  attested  copy  to  your  Lord- 
ship, for  I  doubt  if  I  have  the  power  of  inflicting  a  punishment 
adequate  to  the  crime. 

The  Commissary's  return,  which  is  inclosed,  will  sIioav  the  few 
articles  received  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  which  are  the 
last  of  the  Guardian's  cargo.  I  should  have  hoped  that  iron  pots, 
and  many  articles  of  husbandry,  would  have  been  saved,  and  of 
which  the  colony  stands  in  great  need,  but  nothing  of  that  kind 
has  been  received.  The  iron  pots  in  the  colony  before  the  last 
1,800  convicts  were  landed  amounted  to  no  more  than  what  were 
barely  sufficient,  and  none  came  with  those  people. 

*  From  Norfolk  Island,  where  Major  Ross  had  acted  as  Lieutenant-Governor. 

t  The  proceedincfs  before  the  maijistrates  are  not  on  record.  According  to  Collins's 
"  Account  of  New  South  Wales,"  vol.  i,  p.  180,  the  master  of  the  Queen  was  accused  by  the 
convicts  on  board  of  withholding  their  provisions,  and  the  charge  was  in  substance  proved. 
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Tlie  Cominissai-y  is  directed  to  make  a  return  of  those  articles       ^'^l 
most  wanted  in  tlie  colony.  5  Nov. 

A  return  of  the  quaiitity  of  land  in  cultivation  at  Parramatta  cuitiv^ 
is  enclosed.     The  town,  whicli  I  Ikiao  named  Parramatta,  extends  tjo".**^ 
from  the  foot  of  Pose  Hill  for  one  mile  to  the  eastward  along  tlie 
creek,   and  I  have  named  it  Parramatta,  that  being  the  name 
given  hy  tlie  natives  to  the  spot  on  which  the  town  is  situated. 

I  have,  &c., 
[Enclosure.]  A.  PhiLLIP. 

Ground  in  Cultivation  at  Parramatta,  November,  1791.  atParra-°" 

matta. 
lu  maize. 

,,  wlieat. 

„  barley. 

,,  oats. 

„  potatoes. 

IVot  cultivated  ;  but  cleared. 
Crescent  mostly  planted  with  vines. 

Tbe  Governor's  garden  partly  sewed  v\-itb  maize  and  wheat. 
Garden  ground  belonging  to  individuals. 
Land  in  cultivation  by  the  N.  S.  Wales  Corps. 
Cleared  and  to  be  sowed  with  turnips. 

Ground  in  cultivation  by  settlers  as  per  return  of  settlers.     • 
Ground  in  cultivation  by  officers  of  the  civil  and  military. 
Enclosed  and  the  timber  thinned  for  feeding  cattle. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Encouragement  to  Settlers. 

The  following  is  the  encouragement  given  to  the  settlers  named 

in  the  list  which  accompanies  this  : — 

To  James  Ruse.^One  acre  and  an  half  of  ground,  broke  up.  Ruse, 
assisted  in  clearing  the  heavy  timber  off  five  acres,  cloathed  and 
supplied  with  the  ration  issued  from  the  public  store  for  fifteen 
months,  an  hut  built,  grain  for  sowing  his  ground  the  first  year, 
with  the  necessary  implements  of  husbandry.  Two  sow  pigs  and 
six  hens  given  him. 

Pobert  Webb  and  William  Reid,  to  be  supported  and  cloathed  Wcbb  and 
from  the  puljlic  stores  for  eighteen  months  ;  to  have  huts  built 
for  them,  and  to  receive  the  necessary  quantity  of  seed,  grain, 
and  implements  of  husbandry  requisite  for  sowing  the  ground  the 
first  year;  two  sow  pigs,  one  cock,  six  hens.  The  above  two 
settlei-s  likewise  were  assisted  in  clearing  two  acres  of  ground. 

Philip  Schaffer,  himself  and  daughter,  to  be  supplied  witli  a  Sehaffcr. 
daily  ration  as  issued  from  the  public  stores  for  eighteen  months ;  an 
hut  to  be  built  on  the  premises,  two  acres  of  ground  to  bo  cleared  by 
cutting  down  the  timber  and  burning  it  oft'  the  land  ;  to  have  the 
labour  of  four  male  convicts  for  eigliteen  months,  during  which 
time  they  are  to  be  victualled  and  cloathed  from  tlic  public  store  ; 
to  receive  the  necessary  tools  and  inqilcmcnts  of  husbandry,  seed 
grain  for  sowing  the  ground  the  first  year,  and  two  sow  pigs. 
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^'°  The  marines  and  seamen  who  have  become  settlers  on  Noi-folk 

Marines  and  Island  to  be  cloathed  and  victualled  for  eighteen  months,  to  be 
supplied  with  a  proportion  of  grain  and  a  proper  assortment  of 
such  tools  and  implements  of  husbandry  as  may  be  necessaiy  for 
clearing  and  cultivating  the  land,  as  well  as  with  such  a  proportion 
of  hogs  and  poultry  as  may  be  necessary  and  can  be  spared  from 
the  general  stock  of  the  settlement,  not  to  be  less  than  two 
breeding  sows,  one  cock  and  six  hens,  to  have  half  an  acre  of 
ground  cleared  of  timber,  and  the  necessary  assistance  given  for 
building  a  hut  sufficient  to  shelter  the  settler  from  the  weather 
and  secure  his  property. 

The  same  encouragement  will  be  given  to  those  marines  who  may 
become  settlers  on  the  embarkation  of  the  detachment  for  England. 

Those  convicts  whose  sentences  of  transportation  expired  and 
have  been  permitted  to  become  settlers  at  or  near  Parramatta, 
are  to  be  supported  and  cloathed  from  the  public  store  for  eighteen 
months,  to  receive  two  sow  pigs  with  the  necessary  implements 
of  husbandry  and  grain  for  sowing  the  ground  the  first  year. 

Those  who  have  wives  or  children  are  to  support  them  at  the 
expiration  of  the  above  eighteen  months. 

■    Return  of  Lands  granted  in  his  Majesty's  tenitory  of  New 
South  Wales  and  its  dependencies. 


Convicts. 


No. 


Names  of  settlers. 


Time  of 

becoming 

settlers 


No.  of 

acres 

of  land 

granted. 


Place  where. 


4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 


James  Ruse    

Kobert  Webb 

William  Reid 

Phillip  Schafifer 

Robert  Watson 

John  Drummond  . . . 

James  Proctor    

Peter  Hibbs    

Owen  Cavenaugh  . . . 

James  Painter    

William  Mitchell  . . . 
William  Hambly  . . . 
Charles  Heritage  . . . 

Samuel  King 

Charles  Williams  . . . 

James  Stuart 

George  Lisli    

William  Kilbj-    

William  Butler 

John  Nichols 

John  Ramse}' 

Mathew  Everingbam, 

John  Summers 

John  Richards   

William  Field 

Joseph  Bishop   

Curtis  Brand 


1791. 

acres. 

Mar.  30.... 

30 

„  30.... 

GO 

„  30.... 

60 

„  30.... 

140 

April  5 . . . . 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

„   5.... 

60 

July  18.... 

30 

„  18.... 

20 

„  18.... 

30 

„  18.... 

50 

„  18.... 

50 

„  18... 

30 

„  18.... 

50 

„  18.... 

50 

„  18.... 

30 

„  18.... 

30 

„  18.... 

50 

„  18.... 

50 

„  18.... 

30 

Parramatta. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  creek  leading 
to  Parramatta. 


Norfolk  Island. 


South  side  of  the  creek  leading  to  Par- 
ramatta. 

))  »» 

4  miles  to  the  westward  of  Parramatta. 


At  the  Ponds,  2  miles  to  the  N.E.  of 
Parramatta. 
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Time  of 

No.  of 

No. 

Names  of  settlers. 

becoming 
settlers. 

acres 

of  land 

granted. 

Place  where. 

1791. 

acres. 

28 

John  Silverthorn 

July  18.... 

30           4  111 

lies  to  westward  of  Parramatta. 

29 

Thomas  Martin 

„     18.... 

30 

30 

Samuel  Griffiths    

„    18.... 

30 

If                          ff 

31 

James  Castles    

„    18.... 

30 

32 

Joseph  llnrley    

„     18.... 

50 

1)                           >) 

33 

William  Hubbard  .... 

„     18.... 

50           At 

the  Ponds,  2  miles  to  the  N.E.  of 
Parramatta. 

34 

John  Anderson 

„     18.... 

50 

^ 

35 

William  Elliott 

„     18.... 

30 

i>                            >> 

36 

Joseph  Marshall    .... 

„     18.... 

30 

*>                            1) 

37 

Edward  Varndell  

„     18.... 

30 

It                                                          99 

38 

Simon  Burn    

Aug.  17.... 

50           At 

the  northern  boundary ;  farms  2 
miles  from  Parramatta. 

39 

John  Brown    

„    17.... 

60 

tf                                           it 

40 

William  Moulds 

„    17.... 

30 

a                                       yy 

41 

John  Baffen    

„     17.... 

50           Em 

ployed  as  a  carpenter. 

42 

John  Williams    

„     17.... 

50 

)*                       1* 

43 

Edward  Puf,'h 

„     17.... 

70           4  111 

iles  to  the  westward  of  Parramatta. 

44 

William  Parish  

„    17.... 

60 

it                                          a 

45 

William  Mitchell    .... 

Not  known 

60           Noi 

folk  Island. 

46 

Thomas  Bramwell 

]) 

60 

47 

Thomas  Bishop 

n 

60 

)                         }) 

48 

John  McCarthy 

»» 

60 

>                         )* 

49 

Lawrence  Richards  . . 

)) 

60 

50 

John  Munday 

J» 

60 

t                    it 

51 

Tliomas  Chipp    

J» 

60 

t                    tt 

52 

William  Strong- 

60 

53 

James  McManus    .... 

. 

60 

1                    )» 

54 

Thomas  O'Biyen   

}) 

60 

1                    It 

65 

Richard  Knight 

60 

t                    It 

56 

Abraham  Hand 

)» 

60 

t                    »» 

57 

William  Dempsey. . . 

60 

t                a 

58 

Thomas  Sculley 

), 

60 

i                  tt 

59 

John  Barrisford 

)) 

60 

t                  tt 

60 

James  Redmond    

60 

»                  )  t 

61 

William  Tonks 

)  J 

60 

t                    it 

62 

Thomas  Halfjiennv  . . 

i  J 

60 

t                    tt 

63 

William  Staudley "... 

}) 

60 

t 

64 

John  Oowen    

)) 

60 

m 
t 

65 

Thomas  Dukes  

)} 

60 

t 

66 

James  Williams 

)) 

60 

J                    )* 

67 

Daniel  Standfield  .... 

)) 

60 

1                    *» 

68 

John  Roberts 

}} 

60 

)                    t» 

69 

VVilliam  Simms 

1 1 

60 

t                    )) 

70 

John  Foley 

60 

71 

Patrick  Connell 

iy 

60 

t                      t 

72 

John  Redman    

yt 

60 

t                    it 

73 

Thomas  Spencer   

)> 

60 

1                    tt 

74 

John  Scott 

60 
10 

75 

Robert  Forrester 

»                    »» 

76 

James  WTiite 

)) 

10 

)                      > 

77 

William  Cross    

>1 

10 

>                    )» 

78 

James  W.albourne. . . . 

}» 

10 

1                    )> 

79 

Benjamin  Fentum    . . 

It 

10 

t               y 

80 

Peter  Woodcock    

)  t 

10 

t               )» 

81 

Edward  Kimberlej-  . . 

M 

10 

»                »» 

82 

Jr.hn  Welsh    

M 

10 

f               >> 

83 

William  Bell   

It 

10 

i                  tt 

84 

John  Turner 

10 

t                  tt 

85 

Thomas  Kelly    

tt 

30           At 

the   Ponds,  2  miles  north-east  of 

Parramatta. 

86 

William  Parr 

» 

50           At 

the  northern  boundary  farms,  2 
niles  from  Parramatta. 

87 

John  Herbert 

»l 

60           4  m 

iles  to  the  westward  of  Parramatta. 
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1791 

7  Nov. 


The 

Guardian's 

convicts. 


Officers 
wanted. 


A  company 
of  marines 
detained. 


Captain 
Paterson. 


Failure  of 

military 

plan. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  7tli  November,  1791. 

In  answer  to  your  Lordsliip'.s  letter,  marked  No.  9,  and 
dated  tlie  16th  of  November,  1790,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
your  Lord.ship  that  his  Majesty's  pleasure  respecting  the  convicts 
Avho  returned  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  Guardian  has  been 
made  known  to  those  people,  and  the  conditional  pardon  will  be 
made  out  for  them.*  I  understand  by  the  v/ords  "pardoned  on 
condition  of  their  continuing  abroad  in  sucli  pai'ts  as  may  here- 
after be  directed  by  you  for  the  terms  specified  in  their  seA^eral 
sentences  of  transportation,"  and  connected  with  what  follows 
relative  to  their  being  supplied  with  tools,  &c.,  to  mean  that  they 
are  to  remain  in  the  colony. 

As  Major  Grose,  with  the  officers  who  have  remained  in  England, 
are  much  wanted  for  the  service  of  this  country,  I  hope  they  will 
leave  England  by  the  time  your  Lordship  mentions  ;  but  from  the 
great  uncei'tainty  as  to  the  time  in  which  they  may  arrive,  I  am 
induced  to  detain  one  company  of  the  marines,  and  send  the  rest 
of  the  detachment  home  in  the  Gorgon,  vinder  the  command  of 
Major  Ross,  and  which  T  think  more  for  his  Majesty's  service 
than  detaining  the  whole  detachment  until  Major  Grose  and  the 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  arrive.  The  company  which 
will  remain  shall  be  sent  home  in  the  Atlantic,  when  that  ship  re- 
turns from  Calcutta,  and  which  will  be  no  additional  expence  to  the 
Crown,  as  the  ship  could  not  have  been  hired  but  on  condition  of  her 
remaining  in  the  pay  of  Government  until  her  arrival  in  England. 

It  was  necessary  to  have  three  subalterns  at  Norfolk  Island 
with  Captain  Paterson,!  otherwise  he  could  not  have  assembled  a 
battalion  court-martial,  and  which  leaves  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps  only  two  captains,  one  lieutenant,  and  two  ensigns 
for  the  duty  of  this  place  and  Parramatta. 

The  raising  a  company  from  the  marines  to  be  annexed  to  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps  was  not  effected  ;  and  I  believe  it  failed  from  no 
other  cause  than  the  doubt  the  men  had  as  to  receiving  any  allow- 
ance of  spirits,  and  the  fear  of  being  obliged  to  pay  for  their  rations. 
Had  the  company  been  raised,  it  would  have  been  given  to  Captain 
Lieutenant  George  Johnston.  The  officers  to  whom  I  felt  myself  at 
liberty  to  offer  the  lieutenancy  declined  it,  as  being  old  lieutenants 
in  the  marines,  or  wishing  to  return  to  England  on  account  of  their 
private  affairs.  No  information  has  ever  been  received  from  the 
Secretary  at  War  respecting  the  raising  of  this  company,  as  I  had 
reason  to  expect  from  your  Lordship's  letter  numbered  6. 1 

*  Ante,  p.  414. 

+  Of  the  New  South  Wales  Corp?.  Afterwards  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales.  Administered  the  Government  from  13th  December,  179-t, 
to  Ist  September,  1795. 

t  Ante,  p.  286. 
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The  Deputy-Surveyor*  arrived  in  the  Gorgon,  and  is  gone  to       1791 
Norfolk  Island.    INIr.  Zacliariah  Clark,  f  who  your  Lordship  informs      7  Nov. 
me  is  appointed  Deputy-Coniniissary,  continues  to  act  under  the  ^         " 
Connnissary.      I  presume  his  warrant  will  be  sent  out,  as  likewise  Norfolk 
Mr  Brewer's,  as  Provost-lMarshal,  who,  I  understand,  is  appointed  '*'"■"''• 
to  that  office. 

Of  those  pei'sons  recommended  to  your  Lordship  for  salaries  in  a 
former  letter,  Henry  Edward  Dodd  (charged  with  the  cultivation 
of  the  ground  at  Parramatta),  died  the  28th  of  January,  1791; 
and  Walter  Broady  (who  acted  as  master-smith)  went  home  in  the 
Sirius,!  to  Avhieh  ship  he  belonged.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 

tSydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  7th  November,  1791. 

In  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  respecting  Lieuten-  Lieut, 
ant  Dawes,  as  signified  to  me  in  your  Lordship's  letter.  No.  9.§  a 
written  message  was  sent  to  that  officer,  of  which,  with  his  answer 
and  subsequent  letter,  copies  are  inclosed. 

Whatever  reason  I  had  to  be  displeased  with  the  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Dawes,  I  was  desirous  of  retaining  him  in  the  colony, 
proA-ided  he  had  seen  his  error,  for  although  not  immediately 
necessary  as  an  engineer,  his  services  were  wanted  in  surveying 
and  marking  out  allotments  of  land  for  settlers  ;  and  having  often  The 
found  that  the  peculiar  situation  this  colony  has  been  in  made  it  a^pieased. 
necessary  to  pass  over  improprieties  which  covild  not  otherwise 
have  passed  unnoticed,  so  on  this  occasion  I  should  gladly  have 
reconciled  tliis  officer  to  a  proper  sense  of  his  duty  ;  but  as  he 
returns  to  England,  and  thinks  his  conduct  justifiable,  it  becomes 
necessaiy  to  inform  your  Lordship  on  what  grounds  I  was  dis- 
pleased with  Lieutenant  DaAves,  who,  from  being  an  officer  of  his 
Majesty's  Marine  Forces,  was  not  amenable  to  a  general  court- 
martial  in  this  country.  I  have,  &c., 

[Enclosure]  A.  PlIILLIP. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lieutenant  Dawes. 
Copy  oj  the  Message  delivered  to  Lieut.  Dawes,  on  Saturday, 

the  5th  NovW,  1791.  5  Nov. 

As  it  has  been  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  Lieutenant  Dawes 
sliould  be  permitted  to  remain  in  this  country  as  an  engineer, 
with  the  same  emoluments  as  are  enjoyed  by  an  officer  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  of  a  similar  rank,  the  Governor  is  willing  to 
foi'get  the  impropriety  of  Lieut.  Dawes's  conduct ; 

In  purchasing  the  convicts'  ration  contrary  to  repeated  orders  charges, 
on  that  head  ; 

*  Mr.  Charles  Grimes.  t  Subsequently  employed  at  Norfolk  Island. 

}  The  Siriiis  only  went  os  far  as  the  Cape.  §  Ante,  p.  415. 
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1791 

5  Nov. 


Conditions 
of  reinstate- 
ment. 


Charges 
denied. 


Final 

answer 

deferred. 


6  Nov. 


A  charge 
explained. 


Ojiinion 
unchanged. 


In  the  declaration  made  by  Lieut.  Dawes  respecting  the  general 
order  of  the  1 3th  of  last  December*  ; 

And  in  his  unofficerlike  behaviour  to  the  Governor  in  the 
presence  of  Lieut,  and  Adjutant  Long. 

If  Lieut.  Dawes  is  desirous  of  remaining  in  this  country,  and 
declares  himself  convinced  of  the  impi^opriety  of  his  conduct  on 
the  above  occasions,  and  acknowledges  it  in  such  a  manner  as 
may  leave  no  reason  to  suppose  that  anything  similar  will  happen 
in  future. 

[Enclosure.] 

Answer  from  Lieut.  Dawes. 

At  present  I  cannot  think  that  I  was  guilty  of  any  impropriety 
whatever  in  purchasing  provisions  from  a  convict,  as  I  had  no 
reason  whatever  to  suppose  that  it  was  any  part  of  his  ration. 

Neither  in  my  declaration  of  the  13th  of  December,  1790, 
Avhich  I  do  not  by  any  means  wish  to  have  forgotten,  nor  in  what  I 
said  to  his  Excellency  in  the  presence  of  Lieut,  and  Adjutant  Long  ; 
it  being  an  answer  which  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  to 
what  his  Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  say  to  me  just  before. 

These  are  my  present  sentiments  ;  but  as  I  wish  to  act  with  as 
much  deference  and  respect  as  possible  to  his  Excellency's  opinion, 
I  would  choose  to  defer  giving  a  final  answer  until  to-morrow,  and 
of  course  do  not  wish  this  to  be  considered  as  such. 

[Enclosure.] 
Lieutenant  Dawes  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Marine  Quaj-ters,  Sydney,  6th  November,  1791. 

In  compliance  with  my  assurance  of  yesterday,  in  answer 
to  your  message  by  Captain  Collins,  I  now  beg  leave  to  state  fully 
to  your  Excellency  my  sentiments  on  the  occasion. 

I  confess  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  I  was  guilty  of  any 
impropriety  in  purchasing  provisions  from  a  convict,  as  I  had 
every  reason  to  suppose  it  was  no  part  of  his  ration  ;  it  being  at 
that  time  publicly  known  to  all  the  officers  that  he,  in  his  situ- 
ation of  baker  to  the  garrison,  gained  weekly  a  very  considerable 
quantity  of  flour,  as  the  just  perquisite  of  his  business,  which  I 
therefore  presumed  became  his  property,  and  as  such  was  deemed 
by  every  one  to  be  entirely  at  his  own  disposal.  To  this  I  presume 
your  Excellency  alluded  in  the  first  part  of  your  message,  as  I 
never  have  bought  any  other  article  of  a  convict's  ration  from 
any  person  of  that  description  whatever. 

With  regard  to  my  declaration  of  the  13th  December,  1790, 
I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Excellency,  that  after  so  long  a  time 
having  elapsed,  and  repeated  reflections  on  the  subject,  I  feel  at 
this  instant  no  reason  to  alter  the  sentiments  I  then  entertained. 

In  respect  to  what  I  said  to  y'r  Excellency  in  the  presence  of 
Lieut,  and  Adjutant  Long,  I  have  to  observe  that  it  was  far  from 


*  Post,  p.  540. 
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my  intention  to  express  anytliine;,  eitlier  in  word  or  manner,  in        ^"^^ 
any  degree  improper  or  disrespectful,   I  conceived  wiiat  y'r  Ex-      6Nuv. 
cellency  had  said  to  me  just  before  amounted  to  a  direct  charge  No 
of  leaving  the  Observatory  without  sufficient  cause ;  and  I  then  filteuXfa* 
thought,  and  still  think,  it  was  but  justice  to  myself  to  deny  such 
charge    in  terms  sufficiently  clear  and  expressive    to    leave  no 
possibility  of  misconception. 

I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  pained  to  find  your  Excellency 
entertained  such  an  idea  ;  and  from  the  distress  which  a  discovery 
of  it  could  not  but  occasion,  it  is  possible  something  might  have 
escaped  me,  which  might  appear  to  your  Excellency  improper  or 
disrespectful ;  if  so,  I  very  readily  acknowledge  that  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  for  it,  but  think  it  necessary  again  to  disclaim  any 
intention  of  the  kind.  I  have,  &c., 

William  Dawes,  Lieut,  of  Marines. 

[Enclosure] 

Comments  by  Governor  Phillip. 
IIepeated  ordei's  had  been  given  to  prevent  the  convicts  from  Tiaflje  in 
selling  any  part  of  their  ration,  but  which  they  continued  to   do,  r°{'ionsf' 
and  carried  on  that  trade  with   those,  who   from  their   situation 
were  not  likely  to  be  suspected,    consequently  detection  was  not 
very  practicable.     Robberies  were  too  frequently  the  consequence, 
and  it  was  not  possible  that  it  should  be  otherwise,  for  eve^-y  man 
rould  eat  his  ration,  and   with   which  very  few  of  those  people 
were  satisfied ;  at  the  same  time  they  made  a  i3ractice  of  joining 
together  a  part  of  their  ration  of  flour,  and  giving  ten  pounds  of 
Hour  for  a  bottle  of  rum,  and  thirty  pounds  of  flour  for  a   pound 
of  tobacco.      This  was  at  a  time   when   the  ration  was  only  four 
pounds  of  flour  for  a  man  for  seven  days. 

A  convict  being  detected,  who,  it  appeared  on  his  examination 
before  the  magistrates,  had  made  a  practice  of  receiving  flour  and 
other  species  of  provision  from  the  convicts,  and  exchanging  them 
tor  spirits  and  other  articles,  he  declared  that  Lieut.   Dawes  was  Lieut, 
one  with  whom  he  had  made  such  exchanges,  having  given   forty  ajj;used. 
l>ounds  of  flour  for  twenty  pounds  of  sugar  to  that  olHcer. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Lieut.  Dawes  could  know  to  whom  the  Previous 
flour  belonged,  as  the  man  of  whom  the  purchase  was  made  (a  P"''-"'''^^'^^- 
blacksmith)  carried  on  that  trade  for  a  variety  of  people  ;  nor 
lan  the  (Jovernor  admit  that  Lieut.  Dawes  never  purchased  any 
other  species  of  provisions,  as  his  Major-Commandant  had  Ijeen 
some  time  before  desired  to  point  out  to  him  the  impropriety  of 
his  pux'chasing  pease  from  convicts. 

Extract  from  the  General  Orders  of  the  13th  of  December,  1790. 

"Several  tribes  of  the  natives  still  continuing  to  throw  spears  at  Attacks  by 
any  man  they  meet  unarmed,  by  which  several  have  been   killed  "'^^'^ '■'''• 
or  dangerously  wounded,    the  Governor,   in   order  to  deter  the 
'   2n 
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natives  from  such  pi'actices  in  future,  has  ordered  ovit  a  party  to 
search  for  the  man  who  wounded  the  convict  in  so  dangerous  a 
manner  on  Friday  last,  though  no  ofience  was  oiiered  on  his  part, 
and  to  make  a  severe  example  of  that  tribe.  At  the  same  time 
the  Governor  strictly  forbids  (under  pain  of  the  severest  punish- 
ments), any  soldier  or  other  person  not  expressly  oxxlered  out  for 
that  purpose,  ever  to  fire  on  any  native,  except  in  his  own  defence, 
or  to  molest  him  in  any  shape,  or  to  take  away  any  spears  or 
other  art'cles  which  they  may  find  belonging  to  those  people. 
The  natives  will  be  made  severe  examples  of  whenever  any  man 
is  wounded  by  them,  but  that  will  be  done  in  a  manner  which 
may  satisfy  them  that  it  is  a  punishment  inflicted  on  them  for 
their  own  bad  behaviour  ;  and  of  which  they  cannot  be  made 
sensible  if  they  are  not  treated  with  kindness  while  they  continue 
peaceable  and  quiet. 

"A  party  consisting  of  2  captains,  2  subalterns,  and  40  privates 
(with  a  proper  number  of  non-commissioned  ofiicers)  from  the 
garrison,  with  three  days'  provisions,  &c.,  to  be  ready  to  go  out 
to-morrow  morning  at  daylight,  in  order  to  bring  in  six  of  those 
natives  who  reside  near  the  head  of  Botany  Bay,  or  if  that  should 
be  found  impracticable,  to  put  that  number  to  death. 

"  Every  possible  attention  is  to  be  paid  not  to  injure  any  women 
or  children ;  and  nothing  belonging  to  the  natives  is  to  be  brought 
away,  but  all  their  spears  and  other  weapons  are  to  be  destroyed 
and  left  on  the  ground." 

On  this  order  appearing,  Lieut.  Dawes,  whose  tour  of  duty  it 
was  to  go  out  with  the  party,  refused  that  duty  by  letter  to  the 
senior  oflicer  of  the  detachment  (Capt.  Campbell),  who,  finding  it 
impossible  to  persuade  Lieut.  Dawes  to  obey  the  order,  brought 
the  letter  to  the  Governor,  wlio  likewise  took  great  pains  to  point 
out  the  consequence  of  his  (Lieut.  Dawes)  being  put  under  an 
arrest.  Late  in  the  evening  Lieut.  Dawes  informed  Capt.  Camp- 
bell that  the  Revd.  Mr.  Johnson  thought  he  might  obey  the  order, 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  go  out  with  the  party,  which  he  did  ;  but 
after  the  service  was  over,  informed  the  Governor  that  "  he  was 
sorry  he  had  been  persuaded  to  comply  with  the  order,"  and  very 
clearly  shewed  that  he  would  not  obey  a  similar  oi-der  in  future. 

Lieut.  Dawes's  expressions  when  Lieut,  and  Adjutant  Long 
was  present  were  such  as  would  have  subjected  him  to  a  court- 
martial  had  he  been  amenable  to  one. 


8  Nov. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  November  8th,  1791. 

In  answering  your  Lordship's    letters,    the   having   been 

obliged  to  send  some  of  the  transports  to  Norfolk  Island,  and  to 

take  the  Atlantic,  transport,  into  his  Majesty's  sexwice,  for  the  pur- 
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po5?e  of  procurino;  flour  and  pease  for  the  colony,  has  been  mentioned.        I'M 
Some  inconveniences  having  followed  the  masters  of  the  ships  not      8  Nov. 
understanding  that  they  were  to  land  any  part  of  their  cargo  at  Difficulties 
Norfolk  Island,  and  wliich  some  of  them  were  directed  by  their  «"ith  cargo 
owners  not  to  consider  themselves  as  bound  to  do  by  their  charter-  ''"^'^" 
party,  it  will  be  pointed  out  to  the  Navy  Board  ;  and  I  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  if  some  terms  coidd  be  made  with  the  owners  in 
case  a  ship  should  be  detained  in  this  country,  it  might  prevent 
an  excessive  hire  being  demanded  when  they  arrive  here.      The 
Atlantic  was  taken  up  on  the  best  terms  that  ship  could  be  pro- 
cured, 15s.  6d.  per  ton  per  month;  but  if  the  ship  is  lost  before  the 
owner  have  received  information  of  lier  destiny  being  changed,  the 
loss  in  that  case  falls  on  the  Crown.   The  ship  is  valued  at  £4,000. 
Co])ies  of  the  agreement  entered  into  for  the  Queen,  transport, 
being  paid  for  going  to  Norfolk  Island,  [as  she]  is  not  bound  to 
proceed  thither  by  her  charter-party,  and  for  the  hire  of  that  ship 
while  employed  in  bringing  Major  Ross  and  the  detachment  to  Return  of  a 
this  settlement,  are  transuiitted  to  the  Navy  Board.     The  expense  'letachmeut. 
of  the  detachment  returning  in  the  transport  will  be  small  ;  the 
ship  only  to  be  paid  on  that  account  from  the  time  she  has  landed 
the  stores  and  provisions  she  carried  to  the  island  until  her  return 
to  this  settlement  at  the  rate  of  15s.  6d.  per  ton  per  month. 

Having  pointed  out  to  your  Lordship  the  necessity  of  sending 
to  Calcutta  for  provisions,  I  have  to  speak  of  the  great  quantity 
of  provisions  and  stores  which  the  transports  might  have  received 
over  and  above  what  thev  had  brouijht  for  the  colony.  Informa-  Contraband 
tion  having  been  received  that  the  Admiral  Barrington,  Albermarle,  °  " 
Active,  and  Queen,  transports,  had  on  board  a  very  considerable 
quantity  of  copper,  lead,  iron,  and  cordage,  the  masters  of  those 
ships  were  sent  for,  and  they  acknowledged  having  received  on  board 
the  quantities  of  copper,  &c.,  specified  in  a  list  which  the  master  of 
the  Albermarle  delivered,  and  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed.* 

They  say  that  most  of  those  articles  were  received  on  board  Excuses^ 
after  they  had  taken  in  what  stores  and  provisions  Government 
had  to  send,  that  they  never  declared  their  shijis  full,  and  that  it 
was  known  they  had  those  articles  on  board,  which  were  received 
publickly  and  intended  for  a  Portuguese  settlement  in  India.  They 
could  not,  I  should  suppose,  have  been  put  on  board  unknown  to 
the  agent  employed  by  the  Navy  Board.  A  copy  of  the  attestation 
made  by  the  masters  of  the  Admiral  Barrington,  Active,  and  Alber- 
marle, whose  ships  still  remain  in  the  harbour,  is  inclosed.* 

Your  Lordship  will  readily  conceive  of  how  much  consequence 
it  would  have  been  to  the  settlement  had  two  or  three  hundred 
tons  of  limestone  been  sent  out,  and  which  might  have  been  done, 
if  those  ships  found  it  necessary  to  bring  so  much  shingle  ballast  ; 
for  the  limestone  might  with  little  trouble  have  been  changed  for 
the   stone    of   this    country.       The    inconvenience    which    would 

*  Not  available. 
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attend  unloading  the  ships  will  be  seen,  and  without  which  it  is 
impossible  to  say  what  they  really  have  on  board ;  but  there  is 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  account  given  in  of  copper  and 
lead  makes  but  a  small  part  of  what  they  have  brought  out.  Of 
the  cordage  no  account  can  be  got ;  the  quantity  is  supposed  to  bo 
very  considerable. 

His  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply,  after  having  been  under 
repair  from  the  beginning  of  June  until  the  middle  of  September, 
was  then  found  on  a  survey  to  be  in  so  bad  a  state  that  she  could 
not  be  properly  repaired  in  this  country  ;  and  that  the  best  repair 
which  we  could  give  would  only  render  her  serviceable  for  six 
months  longer. 

I  liave,  therefore,  thought  it  most  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  send 
her  home,  for  in  a  few  months  she  would  be  viseless  in  this  country. 

The  Gorgon  will,  I  apprehend,  sail  early  in  December,  and  not 
any  vessel  will  then  remain  on  this  station.  ]\[y  reasons  for  not 
detaining  the  Gorgon  will  be  obvious  to  your  Lordship,  and  of 
such  ships  as  appear  to  me  necessary  for  the  service  of  this  colony 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  giving  your  Lordship  an  opinion  in 
my  letter  No.  L* 

A  master  carpenter,  who  was  employed  as  such  at  Norfolk 
Island,  and  who  has  acted  in  that  capacity  in  this  settlement  since 
the  shijj's  company  of  his  Majesty's  late  ship  Sirius  were  sent 
home,  will,  I  presume,  be  put  on  the  establishment  and  paid  as 
such.  A  superintendant  likewise  remains  from  that  ship,  to  whom 
I  have  promised  the  same  salaiy  as  is  paid  to  the  superintendant 
sent  from  England. 

The  names  and  employments  of  those  people  are  in  the  inclosed 
list. 

The  great  want  of  a  master  carjienter  and  master  bricklayer 
has  been  mentioned  in  my  former  letters.  Those  two  men  who 
now  act  in  that  capacity  will  shortly  leave  this  settlement.  The 
master  carpenter  is  wanted  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  master 
bricklayer  returns  to  England. 

The  convict  I  wished  to  retain  as  a  master  carpenter  for  a  short 
time,  and  who  has  been  mentioned  to  your  Lordship,  is,  I  find, 
received  on  board  the  Admiral  Barrington.  The  time  for  which 
he  was  sentenced  is  expired. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  made  returns  of  the  live  cattle  brought 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  loss  of  all  the  bulls  is  an 
unfortunate  circumstance,  as  it  may  be  a  considerable  time  before 
any  can  be  procured. 

It  appears  from  Lieutenant  Bowen's  journal,  who  came  out  as 
naval  agent  in  the  Atlantic,  transport,  that  there  is  a  good  harbour 
on  the  coast,  and  wliich  he  named  Jervis  Bay.  He  makes  its 
latitude  to  be  35°  6'  south.     He  did  not  land. 

A  sketch  of  the  harbour  is  inclosed. 


*  See  Phillip's  despatch.    Ante,  p.  634. 
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The  Comniissary'.s  return  of  provisions,  and  tlie  state  of   this        ^''^^ 
colony,  with  that  of  the  publick  live  stock,  arc  inclosed.  sXov. 

Having  mentioned  the  town  of  Parramatta  to  your  Lordship, 
it  may  bo  necessary  to  observe  that  I  have  given  that  name  to 
the  town  which  is  building  at  Ro.se  Hill.  It  extends  from  the  foot 
ot'  the  hill  along  the  banks  of  the  creek,  for  one  mile  to  the  east- 
ward. Parramatta  is  the  name  by  which  the  natives  distinguish  parramatta. 
tlie  .spot  on  which  the  town  stands.  I  have,  kc, 

A.  Phillip, 
[Enclosure.  ] 
Return  of  Public  Live  Stock  in  the  Settlement,  10  Xovember,  Livestock. 

179L 
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Kams 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Commissioxers  of  the  Xavy. 

Gentlemen,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  9th  November,  1791.  9 Nov 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters,  with  a 
copy  of  the  contract  made  for  bringing  out  the  convicts. 

The  enclosed  will  show  the  time  at  which  the  ships  arrived, 
■were  cleared,  &c. 

The  masters  of  the  Albemarle,  Active,  and  Queen,  transports.  Trouble  with 
not  thinking  themselves  bound  by  their  contract  to  carry  any  part  '"'^"^i'**''  ^• 
of  the  convicts  or  stores  to  Norfolk  Island,  has  given  much  trouble; 
they  grounded  their  objections  on  letters  which  they  received  from 
their  owners  before  the  ships  sailed.  You  will  see  the  obligation 
entered  into  with  the  master  of  the  Queen,  a  duplicate  of  which  is 
enclosed,*  and  I  presume,  in  future,  the  masters  of  transports  will 
know  that  they  may  have  to  deliver  their  cargo  at  Norfolk  Island, 
and  they  should  likewise  know  that  the  ship  while  delivering  her 
cargo  is  to  be  kept  in  sailing  trim. 

Their  leaving  their  cargo  here  for  the  purpose  of  re-stowing  their  Re-stowing 
holds  is  attended  with   great  loss  of  time  and  trouble;  and  as  "icon- 

Veil  lent 

nothing  larger  than  a  small  beef-cask  can  be  conveniently  landed 
at  Norfolk  Island,  the  contractors  should  make  their  bales  small, 
and  the  largest  casks  or  packages  should  never  exceed  the  size  of 
a  hogshead.  If  the  Board  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  the  necessary 
directions  on  this  head,  and  likewise  order  that  nearly  an  equal 
proportion  of  the  different  articles  sent  out  are  put  on  board  the 
different  ships,  it  will  save  great  trouble  and  loss  in  packing  and 
re-]jaeking  what  must  be  sent  to  Norfolk  Island. 

Having  been  informed  that  there  were  great  quantities  of 
cordage,  copper,  lead,  and  iron  on  board  the  Albemarle,  Active, 
Admiral  Barrington,  and  Queen,  transport.s,  the  masters  of  those 

*  Not  a\  ailablc. 
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sliips  were  sent  for,  and  from  the  master  of  the  Albemarle  an 
account  was  received  of  what  tliey  admitted  to  have  been  put  ou 
board  by  the  owners,  which  they  say  was  done  after  Government 
had  sent  all  the  stores  and  provisions  which  wei-e  intended  for  the 
colony,  and  that  they  never  had  declared  their  ships  full.  A  copy 
of  the  account  received  from  the  master  of  the  Albemarle  is 
enclosed,  but  which  can  be  but  a  very  small  part  of  what  those 
ships  have  brought  out  ;  a  copy  of  the  masters'  declaration  as  to 
their  having  never  declared  their  ships  full  is  likewise  enclosed.* 

The  great  inconvenience  attending  the  want  of  limestone  has 
been  pointed  out ;  and  if  it  was  necessary  for  those  ships  to  bring 
ballast,  limestone  might  have  been  put  on  board,  and  would  have 
been  easily  changed  for  the  stone  of  this  country,  and  which  I 
hope  the  Board  will  order  to  be  done  on  any  future  occasion. 

As  all  the  provisions  in  the  colony,  after  receiving  what  those 
ships  brought  out  and  what  was  landed  from  the  Gorgon,  made 
no  more  than  five  months'  flour,  twelve  days'  pease,  twenty-three 
days'  oatmeal,  and  ten  months'  beef  and  pork,  from  the  12th  day 
of  October  last,  the  Atlantic  was  taken  into  Government  employ 
and  sent  to  Calcutta  for  flour  and  pease.  Of  butter  or  oil  the  colony 
has  only  had  accidental  supplies  for  a  few  weeks  for  some  time. 

Lieutenant  Bowen  having  been  appointed  naval  agent  by  your 
Board,  he  is  continued  in  that  employ. 

His  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply,  after  having  been  under 
repairs  for  some  time,  was  found  on  survey  so  very  bad  that  the  best 
repair  which  could  be  given  that  vessel  in  this  country  would 
only  render  her  serviceable  for  six  months  longer.  She  is  ordered 
home,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Donovan,  midshipman,  and  John  Harris, 
seaman,  will  appear  lent  on  her  books. 

The  midshipman  is  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  in  order  to  be  put  on 
board  any  ship  that  may  herenfter  be  sent  there  with  stores  or 
provisions,  in  order  to  give  the  necessary  information  respecting 
the  tides  and  the  dangers  .ships  have  to  guard  against  while 
delivering  their  cargo.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Arrivals — Mary  Axin,  9th  July,  '91;  Matilda,  Aug.  1  ;  Atlantic, 
Aug.  20 ;  Salamander,  Aug.  21 ;  William  and  Ann,  Aug.  28 ;  Queen, 
Sep.  26  ;  Active,  Sep.  26  ;  Albemarle,  Oct.  13  ;  Britannia,  Oct.  14  ; 
Admiral  Barrington,  Oct.  16,  '91. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Under  Secretary  jSTepean.     (Banks 

Papers.)! 
My  Dear  Sir,  Nov.  10,  1791. 

As  I  find  by  the  refusal  I  met  with  from  your  servant 
when  I  called  at  your  house  the  other  day  tliat  I  have  no  more 


*  Not  available. 

t  Draft  of  a  private  letter  to  Nepean  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks'  handwriting. 
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chance  of  seeing  you  before  yoiw  departure  for  the  West  Indies        1791 
than  any  other  of  your  coniinon  acquaintances,  and  that  you  look      lo  Xov. 
upon  visiting  from  persons  who  have  no  particular  claim  to  your 
intimacy  as  in+errupting  only,  and  guard  against  them  accordingly, 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  you  with  this  to  remind  yuu 
that  on  the  20th  of  August  last  I  left  with  jVIr.  Pollock  bills  of 
.£150  18s.  4id.,  for  moneys  paid  by  me  on  account  of  the  outfit  of 
the  Providence,  and  another  of  £15  18s.  3d.  for  plants  purchased  The 
for  the  Guardian,  which  last  bill  I  had  before  delivered  to  your-  andV'he'"^^ 
self  on  the  24th  of  August,  1789  ;  as  also  that  the  papers  relative  Guardian. 
to  the  outfit  of  the  Discovery,  viz.,  the  instructions  given  to  the 
botanist,  and  those  that  were  given  to  the  commander  respecting 
his  conduct  towards,  and  the  proportion  of  assistance  he  was  re- 
quested to  give  to,  tiie  said  botanist,  have  never  been  given  to  me, 
tho'  you  promised  I  should  have  them,  which  will  be  essentially 
useful!  to  me  if  the  difference  which  existed  between  these  gentle- 
men before  they  went  to  sea  should  continue  during  their  voyage. 

I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  leave 
a  line  upon  the  subjects  at  the  office,  which  I  conclude  you  will " 
not  think  unreasonable,  for,  as  the  money  was  advanced  with  your 
sole  authority,  you  only  can  be  my  voucher  for  its  repayment,  and  of^dvancM. 
as  you  only  know  the  share  I  have  had  arrangeing  the  outfit  of 
the  sliips  you  can  only  estimate  the  goodness  of  the  claim  I  make 
to  these  papers,  and  are  also  the  only  person  privy  to  the  repeated 
promises  you  made  me  that  they  should  be  given  to  me. 

I  sincerely  wish  you  a  good  voyage  and  a  thorough  re-establish- 
ment of  health,  which  I  think  very  likely  to  take  place,  as  relaxation 
does  seem  to  me  the  thing  wanting  to  restore  you  to  your  friends. 
I  shall  look  in  upon  you  on  your  return  to  find  whether,  as  I  suspect, 
your  ill-health  alone  was  the  cause  of  my  being  struck  off  the  list, 
in  which  I  shall,  if  I  find  my  opinion  justified,  be  ready  to  reassume 
my  state,  as  I  am,  with  real  esteem  and  regard, 

[Unsigned]. 

P.S. — You  have  a  letter  of  mine  of  the  Uth  July  on  the  subject 
which  you  have  never  answered. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  15th  November,  1791.  is  Nov. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Loi-dship  a  copy  of  a  letter  Alt's 
which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Alt,  the  Surveyor  of  Lands.  res.jjnation. 

The  immediate  want  there  is  of  such  an  officer  in  this  colony 
will  be  obvious  ;  and  as  Mr.  Alt  has  no  other  support  but  what  he 
draws  from  his  appointment,  your  Lordshi[)  will  perniit  me  to  hope 
that  his  case  will  be  taken  into  consideration  when  he  is  su[)er- 
ceded.  I  have,  &c., 

A.    PUILLIP. 
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Wislies  to 
retire. 
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proposals 


Approved 
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Surveyor-General  Alt*  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14th  November,  1791. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  that  my  present 
state  of  health  is  such  that  through  various  bodily  infirmities  I  find 
myself  left  without  any  speedy  hopes  of  relief  at  so  advanced  a 
period  of  life  as  mine,  and  feel  that  I  can  no  longer  carry  on  the 
duties  of  a  surveyor  with  that  satisfaction  to  myself  which  I  could 
desire.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  Excellency  will  state 
my  situation  to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to 
point  out  at  the  same  time  that  in  superceding  me  I  trust  it  may 
be  thought  worthy  of  notice  that  I  have  been  honoured  with  his 
Majesty's  commissions  since  the  year  1755,  and  have  always  made 
the  service  of  the  Crown  my  chief  object.      I  have,  &c., 

Augustus  Alt. 

W.  Richards,  Junr.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 

V/alworth,  15th  Nov.,  1791. 
"Wm.  Richards,  jun'r,  most  respectfull  compliments,  waits  on  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  and  takes  the  liberty  of  informing  him  that  he  has 
sent  in  the  proposal  to  the  Treasury,!  as  he  informed  Sir  Joseph 
in  his  last,  and  that  it  was  read  at  that  Board  on  Thursday,  the  3rd 
instant,  and  that  Mr.  Ramur  has  informed  W.R.  since  that  Mr. 
Pitt  had  taken  his  offer  into  consideration,  but  W.R.  has  notheard 
anything  yet  respecting  it.  W.R.  assures  Sir  Joseph  Banks  that 
it  is  founded  equally  as  to  justice  as  well  as  humanity,  and  that  no 
person  can  (doing  justice)  perform  it  cheaper.  Should  it  lye  in 
Sir  Joseph  Banks'  channell  to  promote  W.R.'s  interest,  he  may 
rest  assured  that  no  fault  of  any  kind  will  arise  to  regret  his  kind 
offices.     W.R.  hopes  Sir  Joseph  will  excuse  this  liberty. 


The  draft  of  a  reply  is  writteii  on  the  fly-leaf  in  Sir  Joseph 
Banks'  handwi-iting,  as  follows  : — 

Sir, — If  any  opportunity  offers  in  which  I  have  it  in  my  power 
to  recommend  your  proposal  for  sending  out  convicts,  I  shall  not  fail 
to  give  it  tluj  preference  to  every  cheaper  mode  I  have  yet  heard 
of.  As  I  am  of  opinion  that  economy  ought  not  in  the  case  of  so 
long  a  voyage  be  run  into  the  extreme,  and  tho'  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  dreadfull  mortality  among  the  convicts  in  the  last  ships 
was  owing  to  any  want  of  a  proper  provision  of  necessaries  in  the 
agreement  for  their  outfit,  I  conclude  that  the  public,  when  they 
are  made  acquainted  with  the  particulars,  will  attribute  it  to  that 
cause,  if  they  discover  the  least  bias  towards  saving  in  the  contract 
with  the  owners. } 


[Unsigned.] 


*  Augustus  Theodore  Henry  Alt,  Baron  of  Hesse  Cassel.    Served  in  the  British  Army. 
Survevor-Gencral  of  New  South  Wales.     Died  9th  January,  1S15. 
t  Ante,  p.  525. 
J  llr.  Richards  proposals  were  accepted. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Steprexs;.  ^"^^ 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  16th  November,  1791.  iCNov. 

By  Captain  Parker,  who  arrived  here  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, with  his  3Iajesty's  ship  Gorgon,  I  received  your  letter  dated  Arrival  of 
the    10th   of  March,*  containing  such  information  as  the  Lords '^'^  *^'"'°*'"" 
Commissioners  of  the  xVdmiralty  were  pleased  to  direct  you  to 
connnunicate. 

You  will,  sir,  please  to  inform  their  Lordsliips  that  I  have 
great  satisfaction  in  hearing  that  any  pai-t  of  my  conduct  has  met 
with  their  approbation. 

That  their  orders  relative  to  the  stores  and  provisions  brought 
out  in  the  Gorgon,  have  been  complied  with. 

That  his  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply,  after  having  been 
under  repair  from  the  beginning  of  June  until  the  middle  of 
Septemljer,  was  then  found  to  be  in  want  of  a  thorough  repair, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  carpenters,  could  not  he  given  in  this 
country  ;  and  as  such  repairs  as  could  be  given,  would  in  their 
opinion,  only  enable  that  vessel  to  run  for  six  months  longer,  I 
thought  it  [best J  for  his  Majesty's  service,  to  order  her  to  England,  The  Supply 
as  her  remaining  here  could  not  have  been  of  any  service  to  the  En-jiand. 
colony.     A  report  of  the  survey  is  enclosed. 

That  it  being  necessary  that  there  should  be  some  person  at 
Norfolk  Island  who  was  acquainted  with  the  set  of  the  tides,  and  ^°^^^"^ 
those  dangers  to  which  ships  are  exposed  while  landing  their  cargo,  dangers. 
I  have  oi-dered  Mr.  Stephen  Donovan,  midshipman,  to  be  lent 
from  the  Supply  for  that  puqiose;  and  as  he  greatly  distinguished 
himself  when  the  Sirius  was  lost,  and  qualified  himself  for  being 
an  officer  before  he  left  England,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
their  Lordships'  notice.  He  A\ill  return  to  his  duty  in  the  Navy,  on 
board  the  first  sliip  which  comes  on  the  station,  it  being  intended 
that  a  proper  person  on  the  island  shall  be  cjualified  to  act  as  a  pilot. 
I  have  likewise  found  it  necessary  to  detain  a  seaman,  who  lias  tlic 
care  of  the  boats  employed  in  landing  stores  and  provisions  from 
the  transports,  and  who  also  stands  as  lent  on  the  Supply's  books. 

I  have,  sir,  also  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordships'  inform-  whales. 
ation,  that  the  great  number  of  spermaceti  whales  seen  on  this 
coast  give  reason  to  hope  that  a  fishery  may  be  established  here, 
and  several  of  those  ships  intended  for  the  north-west  part  of 
America  are  gone  to  the  soutliward  in  .'=:earch  of  fish,  the  master 
of  the  Brittania  having  declared  that  he  saw  more  spermaceti 
whales  between  the  Soutli  Cape  and  this  harbour  than  lie  saw  in 
six  years  on  the  Brazil  coast.  Lieut.  Bowen,  who  came  out  as  Atroci 
an  agent  on  board  the  Atlantic,  discovered  a  good  harbourf  in 
the  Latitude  of  35"  OG',  an  eye-draught  of  which  is  inclosed,  and 
I  apprehend  the  whalers  are  now  on  that  part  of  the  coast. 

Having  been  obliged  to  take  the  Atlantic  into  the  servito,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions  from  Calcutta, 

*  Not  available.  t  Jervis  Bay. 
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16  Nov. 

Movements 
of  tiaiis- 
ports. 


Marines. 


Returning 

soldiers, 


King  and 
Bowen. 


Men-of-war 
wanted. 


Native 
timber. 


Creswell. 


Lieut.  Bowen  is  continued  on  board  that  ship  as  the  naval  agent, 
Captain  Parker  having  informed  me  the  Gorgon  could  not  be  got 
ready  for  sea  before  the  latter  end  of  November.  That  no  time 
might  be  lost  by  sending  that  ship  to  Norfolk  Island  for  Major 
Ross,  and  the  officers  and  men  now  on  the  island,  they  are  to 
return  in  the  Queen  transport,  which  went  there  with  stores.  I 
apprehend  that  the  Gorgon  will  be  ready  for  sea,  by  the  time 
Major  Ross  arrives. 

That  part  of  the  New  South  "Wales  Corps  which  is  arrived 
not  being  sufficient  for  the  service  of  the  colony,  obliges  me  to 
detain  three  officers  and  forty  privates  of  the  marines  ;  the  rest  of 
the  detachment  will  be  embarked  on  board  the  Gorgon,  those 
excepted  who  are  desirous  of  becoming  settlers.  The  enclosed 
list  contains  the  names  of  twenty-nine  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  from  the  marines,  and  one  seaman  from  the  Supply, 
who  are  become  settlers  on  Norfolk  Island* ;  there  are  several 
more  marines  who  have  requested  to  be  received  as  settlers  here 
and  at  Norfolk  Island  when  the  detachment  is  to  embark. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  marine  corps  who  remain  will  be 
sent  home  in  the  Atlantic  when  that  ship  returns  from  Calcutta, 
and  which  will  not  be  attended  with  any  expence,  as  that  ship  is 
by  the  charter  party  to  be  continued  in  the  pay  of  Government 
until  she  arrives  in  England. 

Lieutenant-Governor    Kino;   went   to    Norfolk    Island    in    the 


in 

Atlantic,  and  Lieut.  Bowen,  who  commands  that  ship  as  naval 
agent,  had  orders  after  having  landed  what  he  had  on  board  for 
that  settlement,  to  proceed  immediately  for  Calcutta.  He  sailed 
from  hence  the  26th  of  last  month. 

The  great  inconveniences  which  may  attend  the  not  having  a 
vessel  of  any  kind  on  this  station  will  be  obvious  to  their  Lord- 
ships ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  great  number  of  seamen 
thei'e  are  amongst  the  convicts  will  make  the  employing  any  other 
than  King's  ships  on  this  station  very  dangerous.  By  King's 
ships,  I  mean  ships  having  on  board  commission,  warrant,  and 
petty  officers. 

Specimens  of  the  timber  of  this  country  are  put  on  board  the 
Gorgon.  The  natives  so  very  frequently  setting  tlie  country  on  fire, 
is  I  apprehend  the  reason  we  find  so  little  timber  that  is  sound, 
It  must  injure  the  very  young  trees  which  it  does  not  destroy, 
and  so  very  scarce  is  the  sound  timber,  which  is  proper  for  masts, 
that  thei'e  has  been  some  trouble  to  get  the  Supply  masted. 

First-Lieutenant  John  Creswell,  of  the  marines,  embarks  on 
board  the  Supply,  and  is  charged  with  my  despatches  for  their 
Lordships.  It  would  not  be  doing  him  justice  to  omit  saying 
that  as  the  officer,  and  as  the  civil  magistrate,  in  which  capacity 

*  The<^e  men  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  26th  October,  1791.    Four  were  married.    Two  had 
tliiee  children  each,  and  two  two  children  each. 
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he  has  acted  here  and  at  Norfolk  Island,  he  has  discharged  his       1791 
duty  with  great  propriety.  lo  Nov. 

Returns  of  the  detachment  of  marines  on  duty  in  this  settle- 
ment are  enclosed.*  I  have,  &o., 

A.  Phillip. 

GovERXOR  Phillip  to  Uxder  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  i  8th  November,  1791.  18  Nov. 

You  will  see  by  my  public  letter  to  Lord  Grenvillef  that  a 
considerable  quantity  of  copper,  lead,  ifec,  has  been  brought  out  in  The  con- 
the  transports;!  and  the  reason  assigned  by  the  master  for  its  being  caVgoes. 
put  on  board  by  the  owners.     You  will,  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  give 
me  some  information  as  to  the  notice  which  it  may  be  necessary 
to  take  hereafter  of  ships  coming  out  under  similar  circumstances. 
The  situation  wo  are  in  with  respect  to  the  Vice-Admiralty  Coui-t  vice  Admi- 
will  be  obvious.  The  Judge,  now  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  about  to  re-  cannot "sTt. 
turn  to  England§;  the  Registrar  dead|| ;  and  not  a  second  person  will 
remain  in  this  colony,  after  the  departure  of  the  Supply  and  Gorgon, 
by  whom  those  who  have  already  returned  could  be  replaced. 

The  form  in  wdiich  grants  of  land  are  made  out  is  inclosed,^  and  ,^°™  ^^ 
which  prolmbly  may  not  be  so  regular  as   could  be  wished.      The         ° 
necessary  information  on  this  head,  will,  I  hope,  be  sent  out,  and 
the   wax   used  with  the  seal  on  those  occasions.     No  person  is 
appointed  by  whom  tlie  grants  of  land  can  be  registered. 

The  necessity  of  informing  the   masters  of  the  transports  that 
they  may  have  their  cargo  to  deliver  at  Noi'folk  Island  has  been 
pointed  out  to  the  Navy  Board ;  and  the  still  greater  necessity  of 
some  steps  being  taken  to  prevent  those  ships  from  carrying  away 
carpenters  and  other  artificers,  who,  if  not  tempted  by  the  masters.  Troublesome 
might  be  satisfied  to  remain  in  the  colony,  after  the  time  for  which  siupiwasters. 
they  have  been  sentenced  is  expired.      Some  of  those  ships  do  not 
bring  out  the  number  of  seamen  they  ought  to  do  by  their  charter- 
party,  depending  on  procuring  convicts  when  they  arrive  here,   to 
navigate  them  for  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  ;  and  if  the  whale- 
fishery  is  estublislied  on  the  coast,  unless  some  clause  is  introduced 
in  the  license  those  ships  receive  to   fish   in   these  seas,   every  Desertion 
carpenter  and  seaman  will  be  lost  to  the  colony. 

The  Britannia  has  returned,  after  having  been  out  for  fifteen 
days.  The  master  says  he  saw  a  great  number  of  fish,  and  had  wimiera. 
many  in  sight  for  nine  days,  during  which  time  the  badness  of 
the  weather  prevented  his  putting  a  V)oat  into  the  water.  The 
day  after  he  left  this  harbour,  in  company  with  the  William  and 
Ann,  seven  fish  were  killed  by  the  two  ships,  but  a  gale  of  wind 
then  coming  on,  only  one  fish  was  saved  by  each. 

*  Not  availal)le.  t  Ante,  p.  .')47. 

J  Adiiiiial  I'.;uriii;,'-ton,  Alticiiiaile,  Active,  and  Queen. 

§  Liculeiiaiil-Uovciiiur  Ross.       11  Conimissary  Miller.       H  See  gi'ant  to  Ruse,  post,  p.  592. 
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Sealius- 


No  oil  or 
butter. 


New  South 

Wales 
timber. 


Traffic  in 
convicts' 
clothin''. 


Many  wants. 


Boundaries 
of  Parra- 
matta. 


Convicts  in 
the  woocls. 


In  search  of 
China. 


The  Mary  Ann  and  Matilda  have  likewise  returned  to  this 
harbour,  the  former  on  having  her  coppers  washed  down.  Those 
ships  had  run  to  the  southward  in  search  of  seals,  where  they 
met  with  an  heavy  gale  of  wind,  and  did  not  see  any  fish.  The 
Matilda  having  put  into  Jervis  Bay  to  stop  a  leak,  a  copy  of 
the  eye-draught  made  by  the  master  is  inclosed.  He  says  there 
is  exceeding  good  anchorage,  and  room  for  the  largest  ships  to 
work  in  or  out  with  great  safety.     He  speaks  well  of  the  soil. 

You  will,  sir,  observe  that  the  Atlantic  is  ordered  to  be  loaded 
with  flour  and  pease  only ;  and  that  there  has  not  been  any  oil 
or  butter  in  the  colony  for  a  considerable  time,  except  very  small 
accidental  supplies. 

Some  specimens  of  the  timber  of  this  country  are  put  on  board 
his  Majesty's  ship  Goi-gon. 

The  impossibility  of  preventing  the  convicts  cloathing  and 
necessaries  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  those  for  whom  those 
articles  are  not  intended,  makes  me  wish  that  every  article 
intended  for  the  convicts  should  be  marked.  Their  Hnens  and 
woollens  might,  I  think,  without  any  additional  expense,  have 
stripes  of  a  different  colour  wove  in  them.  The  iron  pots  and 
every  other  article  should  likewise  be  marked ;  and  this  is 
absolutely  necessary,  for  a  convict  will  sell  for  a  pint  of  spirits 
the  necessaries  which  should  serve  him  for  months,  and  there 
always  will  be  those  who  will  purcliase  them. 

The  Commissary  will  make  a  return  of  such  articles  as  are 
most  immediately  wanted,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.*  And  I 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  bad  tools  are  of  no  kind  of  use.  For 
cross-cut  saws,  axes,  iron  pots,  and  combs  we  are  mucli  distressed. 
You  will  see  by  the  return  that  there  are  now  2,570  male  and 
fi08  female  convicts,  with  161  children,  to  be  cloathed.  Nothing 
was  sent  out  proper  for  shirts  or  shifts  for  the  convicts.  Two 
or  three  hundred  iron  frying-pans  will  be  a  saving  of  spades. 

The  jjublick  letter  to  Lord  Grenville  speaks  of  the  town  of 
Parramatta.f  It  begins  at  the  foot  of  Rose  Hill,  and  extends 
along  the  banks  of  the  creek  to  the  eastward  for  one  mile.  The 
name  I  have  given  this  town  is  that  by  which  the  natives  distin- 
guish the  spot  on  which  it  stands.  It  is  there,  and  for  two  miles  to 
the  westward,  that  the  convicts  are  now  employed  in  agriculture. 
Of  those  who  have  been  received  from  Ireland  in  the  Queen,  trans- 
port, from  fifteen  to  twenty  have  taken  to  the  woods,  and  though 
several  of  them  liave  been  brought  in  when  so  reduced  that  they 
could  not  have  lived  a  second  day,  if  they  had  not  been  found, 
some  of  those  very  men  have  absconded  a  second  time,  and  must 
perish. 

Such  is  their  ignorance  that  some  have  left  the  settlement  to 
go  to  China,  which  they  suppose  to  be  at  the  distance  of  only  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles.     Others,  to  find  a  town  they  suj)posed  to 


+  Not  recorded. 


t  Ante,  p.  549. 
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be  a  few   days'  walk    to  the   iiorthward.      As   these  people  Avork        1791 
daily  iu  the  woods,  the   preventing  such  desertions  is  impossible  ;      is  Nov 
but  this  is  an  evil  which  will  cure  itself. 

-My  former  letters  haxe  pointed  out  the  great  necessity  of  a  few  Want  of 
intelligent  good  settlers,  who  would  have  an  interest  in  their  own  setUers. 
labour  and  in  the  labour  of  those  wlio  might  be  employed  under 
them,  but  to  which  I  have  not  received  any  answer.      The  great 
advantage  of  a  few  such  people  to  this  colony,  where  of  the  few 
settlers  we  now  have  the  greatest  part  have  been  brought  up  as 
soldiers  or  as  seamen,  must  be  obvious.     I  ^lave  had  to  establish  this 
colony  [with]  people  who  have  been  bred  in  peace  and  indolence, 
noways  interested  in  the  success  of  their  labours,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, their  immediate  ease  and  convenience  could  only  be  attained  An  indolent 
by  slighting  or  neglecting  the  labour  they  had  to  perform,  azid  ^^°^  ^' 
scarce  an  individual  who  felt  himself  intei'ested  in  the  task  neces- 
sarily imposed  on  them.     The  colony  is  now  in  such  a  situation  that 
a  few  honest  settlers,  Avho  have  been  bred  to  agriculture,  being  sent 
out  may  in  a  very  short  time  be  the  means  of  taking  off  the  heavy 
expence  which  Government  has  hitherto  been  at  for  supplying  this 
colony  with  provisions,  and  preventing  those  inconveniences  which  Reduced 
the  colony  has  hitherto  sustained,  and  which  we  still  feel,  from   '       '°     • 
unavoidable  accidents.     We  are  again  at  a  reduced  ration. 

The  great  increase  of  people  and  publick  business  cause  the 
expence  of  paper  to  be  very  considerable.     The  supplying  the 
Commissary  with  what  may  he  judged  necessary  will  do  away  the 
difficulties  that  officer  labours   under,  as   stationary  is  not   to  be  required. 
procured  in  this  place. 

If  the  tishery  draws  an  American  vessel  on  the   coast,  in  what  American 
manner  are  they  to  be  received] 

The  landing  of  S2)irits  without  ha\  ing  a  permit  has   been  pro- 
hibited in  the  Port  Orders,  in  order  to  prevent  the  convicts  pro- 
curing any  ;  ])ut  if  some  duty  was  laid  on  all  spirits  landed  in  the 
settlement  it  would   more  effectually  answer   the   purpose.      The  Aspirltduty 
duties  so  collected  would,  of  course,  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  1"^°?°^^  ■ 
Crown.     You  will,  sir,  favour  me  with  your  opinion  on  that  head. 

In  appointing  a  person  for  registering  the  grants  of  land  it  is  Registration 
necessary    to    observe   that   such   a    person    must  be  sent  from  ^[^^'^_ 
England,  and   that   any  one  person  who   holds  two  employments 
increases  the  inconveniences  we  labour  under,  for  want  of  people 
caj)able  of  acting  as  magistrates,  and  for  various  other  purposes. 

The  inconveniences  attending  the  not  having  any  money  in  the  Absence  of 
colony  still  sul)sist,  and  this  I  observe  as  one  of  your  letters  mentions  '»»"«>■• 
an  intention  of  sending  money  by  the  Cuardian  to  pay  artificers,  ikc. 

Iron  mills  and  querns  for  grinding  Indian   corn  are  very  much  ^™^\^^ 
wanted,  and  a  windmill  is  now  become  absolutely  necessary. 

Barracks  for  the  military  and  houses   for   several   of  the   Civil  'barracks 
department  are  still  to  build  at  Sydney,  and  at  Parramatta   there 
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1791       are  still  houses   and   barns  to  build.     I  have  only   one    master 
18  Nov.     carpenter  in  this  settlement,  who  cannot  be  in  both  these  places ; 
MuchTuiid-  ^^^^  ^®  ^^  wanted  at  Norfolk  Island,  for  the  convict  who  has  hitherto 


ing  to  be 
done. 


The  car- 
penter gone. 


liMialing. 


"WTiale 
fishery. 


directed  the  works  there  has  signified  his  desire   of  returning  to 
England,  as  the  time  for  which  he  was  sentenced  is  expired. 

The  convict  whom  I  wished  to  retain,  and  mentioned  in  my 
letter  to  Lord  Grenville  as  being  promised  one  shilling  per  day  if 
he  would  remain  for  a  few  months  longer,  and  who  is  the  only 
one  amongst  those  people  capable  of  acting  as  a  master  carpenter, 
is  gone  on  board  the  Admiral  Barrington.  Unless  the  owners 
forbid  their  masters  receiving  any  of  these  people,  we  shall  never 
keep  a  carpenter,  cooper,  or  any  valuable  manj  for  th^y  tempt 
those  who  would  be  willing  to  remain  if  left  to  themselves. 

I  have,  ifcc, 


A.  Phillip. 


Sir, 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sydney,  18  November,  1791. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  Britannia,  intended 
for  the  southern  fishery,  as  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  has  re- 
turned to  tliis  port  after  being  out  fifteen  days,  during  which  time 
the  master  says  he  saw  a  great  abundance  of  spermaceti  whales, 
but,  from  the  badness  of  the  weather,  was  not  able  to  put  a  boat 
into  the  water  for  nine  days  that  the  fish  i-emained  in  sight.  The 
day  after  the  ship  left  the  harbour  in  company  with  the  William 
and  Ann  seven  fish  were  killed  ;  but  the  gale  of  wind  then  coming 
on,  only  one  fish  was  saved  by  each  ship. 

The  Mary  Ann  and  the  Matilda  have  returned  to  this  port,  being 
driven  in  as  well  as  the  Britannia  by  the  badness  of  the  weather. 
Those  ships  had  run  to  the  southward  in  search  of  seals,  but  did  not 
Jer^s  Ba3-.  see  any  fish.  The  Matilda,  having  run  into  Jer\as  Bay  in  order  to 
stop  a  leak,  the  master  made  an  eye-draught  of  that  harbour,  a 
copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  By  his  account  the  anchorage  is  exceed- 
ing good,  and  the  largest  ships  may  turn  in  or  out  of  the  bay. 

The  Mary  Ann  and  Matilda  are  now  going  out  of  the  harbour, 
and  mean  to  try  for  fish  on  the  coast.  The  two  other  whalers,  the 
William  and  Ann  and  the  Salamander,  are  on  the  coast  to  the 
northward.  The  Britannia  sails  in  a  few  days,  and,  from  the  infor- 
mation I  have  received  from  the  masters  of  these  ships,  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  a  fishery  will  be  established  on  the  coast. 

The  very  officer-like  conduct  of  Mr.  David  Blackburn  as  master 
of  the  Supply,  and  during  the  time  he  commanded  that  vessel  while 
Lieut.  Ball  was  sick  on  shore,  makes  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
point  him  out  as  an  officer  deserving  of  their  Lordships'  notice. 
And  I  likewise  feel  it  a  duty  to  say  tliat  the  service  owes  much  to 


Officers 


commended.  |.]^g  abilities  of  Mr.  Robinson  Reid,-  the  carpenter  of  that  vessel. 
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Lieutenant  Robert  Parry  Young,  who  came  out  as  Naval  Agent        1791 
in  the  Albemai'le,  has,  I  presume,  informed  their  Lordships  of  the      18  Nov. 
convicts  having  mutinied  on  board  that  ship  during  the  passage,  MutinTon 
and  the  necessity  he  was  under  of  executing  two  of  the  ringleaders.*  the  Albe- 
From  the  information  I  have  obtained  of  that  business.  Lieutenant  '"^"^ ''' 
Young  appears  to  have  conducted  himself  with  a  great  deal  of  pro- 
priety and  in  a  very  officer-like  manner.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  21st  November,  1791.  21  Nov. 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  19th  of 
February  in  answer  to  mine   to   Lord   Sydney,    and  beg  leave   to 
assure  your  Lordship  that  I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  giving 
up  my  private  affiiirs  to  the  public  service;  but  from  a  complaint 
which  so  very  frequently  puts  it   out  of   my   power  to   use   that 
exercise  which  my  situation  requires,  and  the  present  state  of  this  Phillip 
colony,    in  which   I  believe  every    doubt    respecting   its   future  request  to^ 
independency  as  to  the  necessaries  of  life  is  fully  done  away,  I  am  resign, 
induced  to  request  permission  to  resign  the  Government  that  1 
may  return  to  England  in  hopes  of  finding  that   relief  which   this 
countiy  does  not  aftbrd.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  November  22nd,  1791.  22  Nov. 

The  commander  of  the  armed  tender  Supply  has  an  animal 
in  charge  which  is  known  in  England  by  the   name  of   kangaroo,  A  kangaroo 
and  which  I  hope  will  live  to  be  delivered   to  your   Lordship  for  ^°^  ''^® '""°' 
the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  his  ISIajesty. 

I  have  taken  this  liberty,  as  it  is  not  known  that  any  animal  of 
the  kind  has  hitherto  been  seen  in  England.     I  have,  tkc, 

A.  Phillip. 

Commissary  Palmer  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  the  23rd  November,  1791.  23  Nov 

Agreeable  to  directions  I  have  received   from  his   Excel- 
lency Governor  Phillip  I  have  herewith  inclosed  an  account  of  the  Official 
numbers   of  every  description  of  persons  in  his  Majesty's    settle-  ^^ 
nients  at  Port  Jackson  and  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  time  the  species 
of  provi-sions  will  last  at  full  rationf  ;  I  have  likewise  inclosed  an 
account  of  such  articles  as  are  most  wanted  in  the  settlements, 
with  oljservations  made  on  the  qualities  of  the  stores  received.     I 
am  also  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you  that  there  has 
been  no  pease  or  butter  served  in  the  settlement  except  a  small  ^o  pease  or 
quantity  which  was  sent  out  for  tlie  use  of  his  Majesty's  late  .ship 
Siriu.s,  and  what  has  been  received  from  the  Gorgon.      I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Palmer,  Commissary. 

•  Ante,  pp.  487,  489.  t  Post,  pp.  560,  501. 
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23  Nov. 


Discord  and 
strife. 


Ross's 

account. 


Discontent- 
tlie  "  acre 

plan." 


The 

"acre  plan" 

abolished. 


Settlers  at 

Korfolk 

Island. 


The  area  of 
land  granted 
to  thtiu. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERXOR    KiNG    TO    TJnDER    SECRETARY    NePEAN.* 

Dear  Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  23  November,  1791. 

After  a  week's  pleasant  passage,  I  landed  here  on  the  4th 
instant,  when  I  found  discord  and  strife  in  every  person's  coun- 
tenance, and  in  every  corner  and  hole  of  the  island,  which  you 
may  easily  conceive  would  render  this  an  exact  emblem  of  the 
infernal  regions. 

The  accounts  you  will  receive  of  this  island  from  Ross  (if  he 
does  not  find  it  his  interest  to  depart  from  the  language  he  now 
holds)  will  be  the  most  favourable  and  flattering,  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  observe  at  present,  with  great  reason,  for  the  crops,  both 
publick  and  private,  wear  a  most  promising  aspect. 

On  my  landing  here  a  general  murmuring  and  discontent  at 
Major  Ross's  conduct  assailed  me  from  every  description  of  people 
on  the  Lslaiid.  The  acre  planf  was  represented  to  me  by  a  repre- 
sentation signed  by  158  convicts  as  a  compulsive  measure  of 
Major  Ross's,  and  the  impossibility  of  their  being  able  to  main- 
tain themselves  within  the  prescribed  time,  \-iz.,  to  be  clear  of 
the  publick  store  in  Mai'ch,  '92.  I  am  convinced  that  Major 
Ross's  ideas  in  setting  that  plan  on  foot  was  the  most  laudable, 
and  an  end  much  to  be  wished  for  ;  but,  from  what  I  can  at 
present  observe  and  understand,  I  do  not  imagine  more  than 
twenty  men  at  the  farthest  can  possibly  maintain  themselves  for 
three  months  independent  of  the  stores.  This,  with  the  loss  of  a 
very  material  book  of  the  accounts,  in  consequence  of  the  plan, 
and  the  discontent  that  prevailed,  induced  me  to  call  in  the 
swine,  and  to  declare  the  plan  done  away,  on  condition  of 
the  time  given  them  for  the  above  purpose  being  made  vip  in 
publick  work  at  the  expiration  of  their  future  tasks,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but  it  will  prevent  much  misunderstandings  and  great 
discontents. 

Forty  marines  and  seamen  and  thirty-five  convicts  are  settled 
here  ;  twenty-four  marines  more  are  returning  to  Port  Jackson 
with  Major  Ross  to  get  their  discharges,  and  will  return  here  to 
settle,  which  will  make  the  number  of  settlers,  soldiers,  and  sea- 
men sixty-four,  who  will  have  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty  acres  (each  man  has  sixty  acres)  ;  that  doubled,  for  the 
intermediate  Crown  land,  as  pointed  out  by  the  instructions,  J  will 
make  it  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  ;  thirty-five  con- 
victs will  have  on  an  average  twelve  acres  each,  and,  with  the 
intermediate  Crown  land,  will  make  the  whole  quantity  of  ground 
to  be  gi^anted  to  the  above  people  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  Now,  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  more  than  that 
quantity  of  ground  fit  for  cultivation  on  the  island  when  the  space 
the  buildings  stand  on  and  a  quantity  of  ground  is  left  for  the  flax  ; 
but  you  will  observe  that  the  Crown  land  will  still  remain  at  the 


*■  A  private  letter. 
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disposal  of  the  Crown,  and  wliich  I  should  apprehend  must  he        1791 
cleared  and  culti^■ated  for  the  support  of  the  great  numl)er  who     23  Nov. 
are  not,  nor  cannot,  be  admitted  as  settlers,  as  there  are  upwards  pro\^„ 
of  *  invalids  who  cannot  work,  exclusive  of  the  civil  and  for  others, 

military,  who  must  be  provided  for. 

The  terms  of  the  marines  and  convict  settlers  is  as  follows  : —  Terms. 
The  marines  are  to  be  independant  of  the  publick  stores  in  eighteen 
months,  and  the  convicts  in  twelve  months ;  they  each  take  a  woman, 
who  they  are  to  maintain  independant  of  the  stores  in  a  twelve- 
month, viz.,  when  their  first  crop  is  got  off  the  ground,  which  will 
be  in  Deer.,  '92.  Each  settler  will  also  take  a  convict  after  their 
first  crop  is  got  olf  the  ground,  and  maintain  him.  From  the 
hogs  which  will  be  delivered  out  to  the  settlers  (and  wliich  could 
not  have  been  done  if  the  acre  plan  had  not  been  abolished),  and 
these  swine  which  will  be  purchased  from  the  convicts  going  g^.j^g  „i,.g„ 
from  hence  to  Port  Jackson  and  the  marines,  I  hope  there  will  to  settfers. 
be  nearly  enough  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  settlers,  so  as  to 
make  them  independant  of  animal  food  at  the  prescribed  time.  I 
liave  been  thus  far  explicit  in  the  acre  plan,  settlers,  &c.,  that 
you  may  be  informed  of  the  real  state,  which  may  be  much  mis- 
represented. 

I  am  told  there  are  upwards  of  one  hundred  acres  in  wheat  and 
sixty  in  Indian  corn,  which,  from  the  appearance,  will  certainly 
produce  well,  and  be  of  some  assistance  to  us  ;  but  it  will  be 
necessary  to  reduce  our  ration  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  Reduced 
ship  that  is  conveying  Major  Ross  away,  and  which  I  .shall  take  '"'^tion. 
upon  myself. 

Had  I  remained  here,  and  no  more  people  had  been  sent  after 
January,  '90,  I  am  certain  this  island  would  now  have  been  nearly 
independent  for  flour.     Our  numbers  were  then  one  hundred  and 
sixty  in  all.     Only  twenty-two  months  has  elapsed  since  that  time,  influx  of 
and  the  numbers  have  increased  to  one  thousand  men,  women,  poi'^'-'^^'o"- 
and  children  ;  still  less,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at,  if  the 
indejjendancy  of  this  island  is  still  removed  to  a  greater  distance  The  isiatui 
of  time.     The  time  of  our  Ijeing  independant  for  animal  food  is  "y,*-!^',"''!^" 
at  a  greater  distance  from  the  small  quantity  of  stock  on  the  supplies, 
island  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  people  to  be  supplied  ;  and 
as  for  cloathing,  much  cannot  be  expected  from  the  flax  untill  we  Fia.\. 
can  get  a  native  of  New  Zealand.     Specimens  will  be  sent  home 
of  what  has  been  done  witli  it. 

You  will  excuse  me  when  I  again  remind  you  of  the  great 
necessity  there  is  for  some  regular  and  autliorized  mode  of  distrib-  -^  '^ourt  of 
uting  justice.     You  will  easily  conceive  that  among  such  a  sett  necei^arj  — 
of  miserable  and  lawless  wretches  some  mode  should  Ije  adopted 
and  put  in  force  ;  there  is  not  one  among  tliem  that  does  not 
know  Iiow  confined  tlie  power  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  is,  and  ^."'",> '^'  "^ 
when  it  is  necessary  to  send  a  prisoner  to  be  tried  at  the  criminal  tiinns. 

*  Blank  in  MS. 
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revilings. 


25  Nov 


The  trans- 
ports and 
their 
cargoes. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  November  25th,  1791. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  already  had  the  honour  of  in- 
forming your  Lordship  relative  to  the  copper,  &c.,  brought  out 
by  the  transports,  1 1  beg  leave  to  observe  :  That  the  ships  appear 
to  have  regular  clearances  from  the  Custom-house  for  copper, 
lead,  iron,  and  steel  ;  that  I  have  never  received  the  late  Acts  of 
Parliament   relative   to   the  southern   fishery,   nor   have    I    any 

*  The  Rev.  R.  Johnson. 

t  This  despatch  is  rejilied  to  by  Dundas  in  his  despatch  of  14th  July,  1792. 

{  Albemarle,  Active,  Admiral  Barrington,  (^ueen.    Ante,  pp.  547-550. 


^'^l        court  at   Port  Jackson,    it    may,    and    has   happened,    that    the 

23  Nov.      most   usefull  people   here  are   taken   away   as   witnesses.      If  a 

court  could  be  established  here  for  the  trial  of  capital  crimes, 

consisting  of  the  Lieut.-Govr.  as  judge,  the  Depty. -Surveyor  and 

two  assistant  surgeons  (or  the  chaplain  in  the  room  of  one  of 

them),  and   those   military  officers  which  might   have  power  to     : 

try    and    pronounce    judgement ;    and  in  case    of    death   being     ! 

adjudged,  not  to  be  put  into  execution  untill  the  Governor-in- 

Chief  has   signed  or  authorized   the    sentence.     In   this   case  it     1 

...  I 

Law  books,    would  be  necessary  to  furnish  the  island  with  the  same  law  books     ■ 

that  are  in  possession  of  the  Judge- Advocate  of  N.S.  Wales.    The 

A  clergyman  clergyman  who  came  out  in  the  first  fleet*  accompanied  me  hither, 

and  has  been  very  usefull  in  marrying,  christening,   &c.,  but  as 

he  returns  with  Major  Ross  we  shall  be  left  to  work  over  our 

work  (sic),  but  I  hope  one  will  be  sent  out. 

I  have  made  a  great  efibrt  in  writing  this  long  letter,  as  I  am 

Complaints    pestered  with  complaints,  bitter  revilings,  backbitings,  and  almost 

everything  to  begin  over  again. 

I  hope  you  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health,  and  shall  be  glad  to  be 

informed  of  it  by  the  first  ship  you  may  send  to  our  part  of  the 

world.      I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Nepean,  and  am 

Yours,  (fee, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
24  Nov.  My  Lord,  November  24th,  1791. 

Several  officers  of  the  civil  and  military  departments  being 
desirous  of  having  grants  of  land,  which  they  would  cultivate  for 
How  is  land  their  own  advantage  while  they  remain  in  the  country,  and  convey 
'  the  property  to  children  or  other  persons  when  they  return  to 
Europe,  I  am  to  request  your  Lordship  will  furnish  me  with  such 
information  on  this  head  as  your  Lordship  may  judge  necessary 
for  my  guidance.!  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
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precedent  to  go  by.      This  settlement  is  not  mentioned  in  any  Act        1791 
that  I  have  seen,  and  it  does  not   appear  to  me  tliat  whih;  the     25  Nov. 
ships  are  riding  in  this  harbour  I  have  a  power  as  Governor  or 
Vice-Admiral  of  this  territory  to  take  out  the  copper,  lead,   iron, 
and  steel  they  have  on  board,  altho'  I   have   not  any  doubt   but 
that  the  ships  would  be  seizable  at  sea.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  14th  December,  1791.  ^^^^''^ 

I  inclose  a  list  of  those  convicts,  whose  times  being  expired,  Expirees, 
have  left  the  settlement  in  the  ditterent  transports,  also  of  those 
whose  times  are  not  expired  but  who  have  absconded ;  and  some 
of  them  are  supposed  to  have  been  secreted  on  board  the  ships  and 
carried  from  the  settlement. 

It  may  be  very  difficult  to  prove  that  the  masters  of  any  of  those 
ships  knew  such  men  were  on  board  ;  but  the  necessity  of  some 
steps  being  taken  to  prevent  those  people  being  received  on  board  Absconders, 
the  transports  with  the  connivance  of  the  masters,  mates,  or  sea- 
men, Vkdthout  which  it  could  seldom  happen,  will,  I  hope,  appear 
to  you  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  for  it  cannot  be  prevented  by 
any  steps  which  can  be  taken  here  at  present. 

The  masters  of  those  ships  who  have  sailed  last  from  herrce,  have      ^ 
orders  to  deliver  up  any  convict  who  may  be  found  secreted  on 
board  their  ships  after  they  leave  this  harbour  to  the  Governor  or 
commanding  officer  at  the  first  port  they  may  put  into;  and  it  will 
not,  I  presume,  be  very  difficult  for  the  Navy  Board  to  have  a 
clause  inserted  in  the  contracts,  which  would  ol)lige  the  masters  of 
the  transports  to  enter  the  names  of  all  those  who  may  be  received  Precaution 
on  board  such  ship  from  the  time  they  come  on  this  coast  to  their  "^',!g„_  ® 
return  to  England  ;  the  fear  of  an  heavy  penalty  on  tlie  master  or 
mate  who  receives  a  convict  on  board,  and  does  not  register  him, 
may  have  the   desired   effect.     You,   sir,   may  see  some  better 
method  ;  and  I  only  mention  this  from  the  great  necessity  there  is 
of  some  step  being  taken  in  this  business,  otherwise  we  shall  lose  or  men  win 
all  the  able  men ;  and  those  ships  who  come  on  this  fishery  must  ^''^°'*- 
be  guarded  against  in  the  same  manner. 

I  have  also  inclosed  the  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the 
surgeon  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,*  who  left  England  as  the 
surgeon's  mate,  is  unacquainted  with  the  service,  and  has  not  any 
kind  of  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  sick.  Orders  have  been  given  n^  ^ecos- 
to  the  surgeon  of  the  colony  to  furnish  him  with  whatever  he  may  ^;^™?/°"" 
demand,  either  necessaries  or  medicines,  and  to  receive  all  such 
soldiers  into  the  hospital  as  may  be  sent  to  liim  from  that  corps; 
but  it  will  appear  by  his  letter  that  he  fears  an  heavy  cxi^Mise 
may  be  brought  against  him,  and  declines  having  an  hospital  for 

*  Not  available. 
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Settlers. 


Another 
kaiig'aroo 
for  the  kill" 


1791        the  use  of  his  own  corps  from  not  having  any  kind  of  necessaries. 
14  Dec.      You  will,  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  let  some  information  be  given  on 
r~~       this  head,  although  it  may  not  be  oiiicial  to  address  you  on  the 
wants.  subject,  for  I  am  quite  a  stranger  to  this  business. 

The  want  of  a  corn-mill,  tools,  implements  of  husbandry,  and 
sundry  articles  which  have  been  mentioned  by  the  Commissary 
Avill,  I  hope,  be  supplied  by  the  first  ship. 

No  answer  has  yet  been  received  with  respect  to  settlers  being 
sent  out,  and  which  is  to  be  so  much  desired — I  allude  to  settlers 
who  are  farmers  or  planters,  and  who  are  possessed  of  some 
property.  I  have,  <fec., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  December  14th,  1791. 

I  had  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordship  in  my  letter 
of  the  22nd  of  last  month  that  an  animal  known  in  England  by 
the  name  of  kangaroo  had  been  put  on  board  the  Supply,  as  I 
presumed  that  so  uncommon  an  animal  might  not  be  judged  im- 
proper to  be  sent  to  his  Majesty. 

I  have  now  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordship  that  another 
of  those  animals  is  put  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Gorgon,  for 
the  same  purpose.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grenville. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  16th  December,  1791. 

I    have    the   honor  to    transmit   the   duplicates    of   four 
Warrants  of  warrants  of  emancipation  under  the  seal  of  the  Government  of 
this  territory,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty's   commission  under  the 
great  seal  for  that  purpose.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  15th  December,  1791. 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3rd 
of  July,  1790,  by  the  Albemarle,  transport,  inclosing  a  copy  of 
the  estimate  upon  which  the  grant  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  civil  establishment  in  this  colony  for  the  year  1791  is  founded, 
for  my  direction  in  the  application  thereof. 

A  receipt  signed  by  the  master  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Gorgon, 
for  the  plank  sent  home  in  that  ship,  as  specimens  of  the  timber 
of  this  country,  is  inclosed. 

I  have  likewise  inclosed  a  general  return  of  the  troops  serving 
in  this  country  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 


16  Dec. 


emancipa- 
tion. 


15  Dec. 


Civil  List. 


Timber. 


THE    LAND   FORCES. 
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General  Return  of  liis  Majesty's  forces  employed  on  the  conti- 
nent of  New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  December 
the  13th,  1791. 

MARINE  CORPS. 


1791 
13  Dee. 


Officers'  Names. 

Present. 

At  Norfolk 
Island. 

1 

g 

1 

< 

Fit  for 
duty. 

Unfit 

for 

duty. 

Fit  for 
duty. 

Unfit 

for 

duty. 

Major  Commandant — 
Robert  Ross    . . 

•• 

•  > 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 
] 

1 

1 

Captains  — 

James  Campbell         

James  Meredith         

Captain-Lieutenants — 

Watkin  Tench            

Georjje  Johnston       

First  Lieutenants — 

John  C'reswell            

Robert  Kellow           

John  Poulden 

John  Johnstone         

James  Maitland  Shairp 

Thomas  Davey           

Thomas  Timmins 

Ralph  Clarke 

Second  Lieutenants — 

William  Dawes           

William  Faddy           

Alexr.  John  Ross 

Adjutant,  '2nd  Lieutenant  — 

J(^hn  Lon;^ 

i 

i 
i 

1 

Quarter-master,  1st  Lieutenant — 
James  Furzer  . . 

Judge-Advocate,  Captain — 

David  Collins 

1 

5 

14 

" 

Rank. 

PresPnt             ^^  Norfolk 
Present.              j^j^^^ 

cS  3 

|i|5 

i 

1 

Totol. 

Fit  for 
duty. 

duty.     ^"'^•- 

Unfit 

for 

duty. 

.Major-Commandant 

Captains..          

Captain-Lieutenants 

1st  Lieutenants            

2nd  Lieutenants          

Adjutant           

(Quarter-master            

Judf,'e- Advocate           

Serjeants           

Corporal             

Drumnicra         

Privates 

i 

3 

l 
i 

4 

O 

50 

1 

2 
1 
(i 
3 

1 
1 

U 

(i 
01 

1 

2 

2 

!) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

13 

12 

S 

101 
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General  Return  of  his  Majesty's  forces  employed  on  the  conti- 
nent of  New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  December 
the  13th,  1791. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES  CORPS. 


Officers'  Names. 

Present. 

At  Norfolk 
Island. 

i 
1 

1 

<! 

Fit  for 
duty. 

Unfit 

for 

duty. 

Fit  for 
duty. 

Unfit 

for 

duty. 

Captains — 

Nicholas  Nepean       

William  Hill 

,  , 

•• 

i 
1 

1 

•• 

•• 

1 

1 

William  Paterson 

Lieutenants  — 

John  McArthur         

John  Townson           

Edward  Abbott          

Ensigns  — 

John  Thomas  Prentice 

William  Beckwith 

William  Cummings 

Chaplain — 

James  Bain 

Quarter-Master— 

Thomas  Laycock       

Surgeon- 
John  Harris     . . 

1 

Total 

Lieutenant  John  Long,  acting  Town  Adju- 
tant       

1 

•• 

4 

•• 

•  • 

- 

■• 

•• 

1 

Rank. 


Present. 

At  Norfolk 
Island. 

At  Parramatta. 

Fit  for 
duty. 

Unfit 

for 

duty. 

Fit  for 
duty. 

Unfit 

for 

duty. 

Fit  for 
duty. 

With 
leave. 

Total. 


Captains 

Lieutenants 

Ensigns  . . 

Surgeon 

Chaplain 

Quarter-master. 

Serjeants 

Corporals 

Drummers 

Privates  .. 


3 
3 

2 
64 


2 
1 
1 
1 
6 
6 
6 
102 


3 
3 
3 

1 
1 
1 

12 

12 

8 

229 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Grexville.  1791 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  December  15tli,  179L  15 Dec. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Major  Ross  ArriTOTof 
arrived  liere  the  5th  instant,*  and  embarked  the  l;3th  with  the  Koss." 
detachment  of  marines  under  liis  connnand  onboard  his  Majesty's 
ship  Gorgon,  those  excepted  who  have  become  settlers  or  who 
remain  for  the  service  of  the  colony  until  the  remainder  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  arrive,  as  will  appear  by  the  inclosed 
return.  I  have  also  the  honour  to  inclose  your  Lordship  a  return 
of  the  numbers  who  have  become  settlers  here  and  at  Norfolk 
Island  up  to  the  present  time. 

As  your  Lordship  may  expect  me  to  mention  the  period  at  Flour 
which  it  may  be  supposed  further  supplies  of  flour  will  be  unneces-  ^"pp'^'" 
sary,  I  having  given  my  opinion  on  that  head  in  a  former  letter, 
and  the  time  being  not  very  distant  when  I  had  supposed  the 
colony  might  have  been  able   to  have  supplied  itself  with  that 
article.     I   must  beg  your    Loixlship's    permission  to  refer — for 
those   causes   which    have    prevented    the   colony's   being   in  the  Hindrances, 
situation  I  expected,  and  wliich  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  other- 
wise would  have  been  in — to  those  parts  of  my  letters  in  which  I 
have  pointed  out  the  loss  of  the  man  on  whom  I  j^laced  great 
dependance,  and  who  was  charged  with  directing  the  labour  of  all 
the  convicts  employed  in  agriculture,  the  very  long  drought,  the 
reduced  ration,  and  which,  when  not  so  very  low  as  to  render  the 
people  incapable  of  labour,  serves  as  a  too  well-founded  excuse  WTiy  the 
for  their  doing  but  very  little  work,  and  must  be  always  attended  no'°"eif-* 
with  great  discontent  amongst  such  people — the  miserable  state  supporting. 
in  which  two  large  bodies  of  convicts  have  been  landed,  who  are 
a  burthen  to  the  colony,  and  who  when  they  regain  their  health 
are  not  in  general  calculated  for  hard  labour — and  the  want  of  a 
proper  person  to  be  charged  with  the  cultivation  of  the  ground, 
and  to  have  the  direction  of  the  convicts  who  are  employed  in 
agriculture.     If  I  have  too  often  adverted  to  this  subject,  I  trust 
that  the  cause  will  excuse  me  to  your  Lordship,  and  for  observing, 
that  it  now  only  wants  one  month  of  four  years  since  I   hrst 
landed  in  this  settlement,  during  which  time  all  the  publick  live  want  of  live 
stock  which  has  been  received  is  not  more  than  what  would  be  neces-  stock, 
-ary  for  one  good  farm  ;  nor  has  that  been  received  till  within  these 
three  months.    This  I  mention  to  sliew  how  very  distant  that  period 
must  be  in  which  the  settlement  will  be  able  to  supply  its  inhabi- 
tants with  animal  food  ;  and  in  addition  to  what  has  been  ob.served 
respecting  ships,  which  are  not  King's  ships,  being  employed  foi-  the 
service  of  this  colony,  as  some  dependance  may  be  placed  on  the  ship 
to  be  expected  from  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  t  I  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  it  must  be  very  uncertain  in  what  state  that  ship  Uncertainty 

may  arrive  here;  she  mav  probal)lv  want  rei)airs,  and  the  number  ''''""'i 

r  •        1  •  1  -11  •  •  1        1  1  suiiphes. 

01  carpenters  in  this  settlement  are  still  very  inconsiderable. 

*  From  Norfolk  Island.  t  The  Daedalus. 
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The  Goi'son 


Further 
reduced 
ration. 


Norfolk 
Island. 


Harvest 
prospects. 


Major  Ross 
and  Captain 
Cauii^bell. 


TheCriminal 
Court  and 
the  night- 
watch. 


Captain  Parker  lias  informed  me  that  he  proposes  sailing  the 
18th.  The  attention  that  officer  has  shewn  to  everything  Avhicli 
appear'd  to  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  settlement,  and  the 
great  want  of  a  King's  ship  on  the  station,  makes  me  regret 
that  I  cannot  detain  the  Gorgon ;  but  the  ship  is  too  large,  and 
I  have  not  any  other  in  which  I  could  send  home  the  detach- 
ment of  marines. 

Immediately  after  the  Gorgon  sails  it  will  be  necessary  to  reduce 
the  present  ration  of  flour,  and  which  I  defer  till  after  that  ship 
has  sailed  with  those  of  the  detachment  who  are  returning  to 
England,  as  it  might  occasion  some  little  uneasiness  amongst  those 
who  remain ;  but  I  have  not  any  other  reason  for  saying  this  than 
knowing  that  the  soldier  being  so  frequently  on  a  reduced  ration 
must  feel  it.  I  am  at  the  same  time  very  confident  that  not  any 
complaints'  will  be  made  on  that  head. 

When  the  last  ship  left  Norfolk  Island  the  crops  of  corn  pro- 
mised well ;  and  as  I  have  to  return  to  the  island  those  marines 
who  have  been  discharged  to  become  settlers  there,  but  who  Major 
Ross  found  it  necessary  to  bring  with  him  in  order  to  settle  their 
accounts  before  he  discharged  them,  an  addition  will  be  made  to 
the  salt  provisions  on  the  island,  and  which  will  be  sent  with  the 
settlers  in  one  of  the  ships  going  to  Bombay,  or  in  one  of  the 
Avhalers.  It  will  be  an  expence  to  the  Crown  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  ;  but  which,  as  the  men  have  been  brought  here, 
is  unavoidable. 

The  frequent  showers  of  rain  which  we  have  had  lately  gives 
reason  to  expect  that  our  Indian  corn  will  be  good  ;  and  the  wheat 
and  barley  have  turned  out  better  than  was  expected. 

A.S  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  1791,* 
marked  No.  10,  has  the  following  words,  "  The  proceedings  of 
Major  Ross  and  Captain  Campbell  according  to  your  represen- 
tations," I  beg  that  your  Lordship  will  permit  me  to  say  that 
the  representations  I  have  made  of  the  conduct  of  those  olficers 
are  just  and  impartial,  and  which  do  not  admit  of  a  doubt.  I  be- 
lieve Major  Ross's  or  Captain  Campbell's  friends  could  not  have 
represented  their  conduct  in  a  more  favorable  point  of  view, 
without  having  deviated  from  truth  ;  and  the  representations  I 
made  appeared  to  me  to  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service. 

Your  Lordship's  letter,  I  presume,  alludes  to  the  business  of 
the  Criminal  Court  and  to  the  night-watch.  Some  proofs  are 
before  your  Lordship,  and  most  of  the  officers  are  now  returning 
to  England  with  Major  Ross  and  Captain  Campbell.  I  am  dis- 
tant, no  ways  connected  with  the  corps,  and  am  sensible  that 
offrs.  may  not  readily  stand  forth  to  support  a  charge  brought 
against  one  of  their  own  corps,  and  by  a  commanding  ofiicer  of 
whom  some  of  them  may  think  they  have  reason  to  complain. 

*  Ante,  p.  400. 
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Still  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  sufficient  confidence  in  those       1791 
officers  to   submit  every  representation   I  have  made   regarding      15  Dec. 
Major  Eoss  or  Captain  Campl)ell  being   determined  on  in    my  pi,i][~^ 
absence ;    and   have  only   to   add  that  Major   Ross   and    Captain  confidence. 
Campbell  were  officially  informed  that  their  conduct  on  the  above 
matter,  and  on  every  occasion  when  their  names  have  been  men- 
tioned, would  be  laid  before  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have,  ifec, 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 


Return  of  Settlers  at  and  near  Parramatta. 

Settler,  late  superintendant  of  convicts    ...         ...         ...         ...  1 

Settlers,  late  of  the  marines           ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  8 

„         seamen,  late  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius           ...          ...  2 

„         convicts  whose  sentences  of  trdnsportation  have  expired  34 


Settlers  at 
Parramatta. 


At  Norfolk  Island. 

Settlers,  late  of  the  marines 

„         seamen,  late  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirins 
Settler,  seaman,  late  of  his  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply     ... 
Settlers,  convicts  whose  sentences  of  transportation  have  expired 

„         from  the  marines  readv  to  embark 


45 

31 

8 

1 

39 

23 


Settlers  at 

Norfolk 

Island. 


102 


Sir, 


16  Dec. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sydney,  Dec.  16th,  1791. 
You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  detachment  of  marines 
under  the  command   of  Major   Ross   are  embark'd  on  board  his 
Majesty's  ship   Gorgon,   as    directed    by  their    Lordships,    those  The  marines 
excepted  who  remain  for  the  service  of  this  settlement   until  the  embarked, 
remainder  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  arrives,  as  mentioned 
in  my  letter  by  the  Supply,  No.  1,  and  tho.se  marines  who  have 
ill  -i ted  to  be  received  as  settlers,  and  who  I  have  directed  Major  Settlers, 
lloss  to  discharge,  pursuant  to  the  orders  I  have  received  on  that 
head,   and  conformable  to  their   Lordships'   letter  of  the  t>th  of 
August,    1788,   made  public  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  three 
divisions  of  marines. 

The   inclosed   return  will  shew  the  numbers  embarked,   who 
remain  for  duty,  and  who  are  become  settlers.* 

As  Major  Ross  has  expressed  a  doubt  how  far  the  marines  wlio 
are  become  settlers  are  legally  discharged,  no  orders  having  been  a  iiucsiion 
received   for  that  purpose  from  the   Admiralty,  I  beg   leav(! 
observe  that   if  their   Lordships'    pleasure   is   signified    it 
prevent   any  uneasiness    on    tliat    head   amongst   the   men    dis- 


to 
may 


of  order. 


charged. 


*  Not  available. 
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settlers. 


1791  JJis  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply  sailed   from  hence  on  the 

16  Dec.  26th  of  November.  First- Lieutenant  Creswell,  of  the  marines, 
Eeturn  of  ^'^^  embarked  on  board  that  vessel  and  charged  with  my  letters 
the  Supply,    for  their  Lordships. 

Major  Ross  having  found  it  necessary  to  bring  those  marines 
The  marine  from  Norfolk  Island  who  are  to  become  settlers  there,  in  order  to 
their  signing  their  accounts,  they  will  be  returned  to  the  island 
by  the  Queen,  transport,  that  ship  being  intended  by  the  owners 
to  pi-oceed  to  Bombay,  and  will  be  ready  to  sail  in  the  course  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  days. 
Timber.  Some  specimens  of  the  timber  of  this   country  being  put  on 

board  the    Gorgon,    the   master's    receipt  is    inclosed.     Captain 
Parker  intends  to  sail  the  18th,  and  to  go  round  Cape  Horn. 

I  am,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Governor  Phillip. 
29  Dec.  Sir,  Sydney,  Norfolk  Island,  Dec.  29th,  1791. 

The  William  and  Ann  appearing  off  this  island  on  the  2.3rd, 
and  the  master  of  that  ship  thinking  he  may  call  at  Port  Jackson, 
has  induced  me  to  send  this  letter  by  him. 

By  the  10th  all  the  wheat  was  got  in  and  put  into  ricks,  which 
are  well  thatched  and  secure.  I  apprehend  the  whole  quantity 
may  be  about  1,000  bushels.  The  very  dry  and  excessive  hot 
weather  which  we  have  had  here,  and  which  I  am  told  has  pre- 
vailed here  since  July  last,  has  materially  reduced  the  crop  of 
Indian  corn,  which  has  had  two  great  checks — first,  the  want  of 
rain  and  the  very  great  heat,  and  afterwards  the  fly,  which  is  very 
destructive  to  its  growth.  The  same  reason  has  prevented  our 
having  any  quantity  of  garden  vegetables ;  but  as  wet  weather  may 
soon  be  expected,  I  hope  to  see  everything  thrive  as  usual. 

I  found  a  store-house  in  frame  near  the  sea-shore.  Its  dimen- 
tions  were  80  ft.  long,  24  feet  wide,  and  17  feet  high,  the  upper 
part  of  which  was  designed  for  a  granary,  and  the  lower  part  for  a 
store-house.  Its  detached  situation  from  the  barrack,  and  the 
small  military  force  I  had  on  the  island  not  permitting  another 
guard  to  be  detached  for  the  protection  of  that  store-house  (in  its 
then  situation),  and  its  being  too  large  for  a  store-house  alone,  or 
for  a  granary,  and  if  put  to  both  these  purposes  the  upper  part 
would  soon  be  filled  with  weevils,  which  reason  alone,  without 
considering  the  former,  and  the  great  distance  the  grain  must  be 
brought,  made  me  resolve  on  taking  the  frame  down  and  building 
Granary.  a  granary  of  40  ft.  long  by  24  feet  wide  on  the  terrace  which 
Major  Ross  had  ordered  to  be  cut  in  the  side  of  Mount  George, 
where  it  will  be  in  a  cool  place  and  contiguous  to  the  difierent 
grounds  in  cultivation,  and  from  its  situation  will  not  require  an 
additional  centinel.     From  the  frequent  daily  and  nightly  robberies 


Harvest  at 

Norfolk 
Island. 


Poor  crop 
of  Indian 
corn  and 
^'egetables. 

Store-house, 
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in  gardens  and  other  property,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  build       ^^^^ 
a  jail,  well  spiked  and  framed,  which  will,  I  hope,  have  its  good     29  Dec. 
efiects.     The  jail  is  opposite  to  the  barrack-yard,  and  under  the  q^^{^ 
eye  of  the  guard  on  duty.     Its  dimensions  are  24  feet  by  14.     A 
similar  jail  is  also  built  at  Queensboro'.     A  very  good  and  spacious 
road  is  made  to  the  landing-rock  in  Cascade  Bay,  where  anything  i^oaa  to 
may  now  be  landed  in  the  greatest  safety,  Avhich  will  be  still  better    ^^"^  ^  ''^' 
in  a  few  months,  as  people  can  be  spared  from  other  work,  when 
a  wharf  or  pier  will  be  made,  which,  from  the  natural  situation  of 
the  rock,  will  be  effected  without  much  trouble. 

As  I  found  a  number  of  useful  things  might  be  got  cmt  of  the 
Sirius's  wreck,  I  ordered  Mr.  Donovan  to  attend  and  get  whatever  Saivagefrom 
could  be  got  out  of  her  at  low  water.  The  cables  being  jambed  ®^'""^- 
by  the  beams  which  had  fallen  on  them,  and  their  being  in  a 
decay'd  state,  I  ordered  them  to  be  cut  into  convenient  lengths  for 
getting  on  shore.  One  cable  is  now  on  shore,  as  well  as  the  other 
articles,  as  p'r  margin,*  a  great  part  of  which  I  shall  direct  the  D'y 
Commissary  to  send  to  Port  Jackson  by  the  first  opportunity,  and  no 
time  will  be  lost  in  getting  the  other  cables,  &c.,  out  of  her,  as 
I  think  there  is  every  appearance  of  her  going  to  pieces  in  the 
winter. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  marine  and  convict  settlers,  who  are  all  Settlers, 
settled  in  the  places  marked  against  their  respective  names,!  which 
is  the  best  description  that  can  at  present  be  given  of  their  lands, 
owing  to  the  impenetrable  thickness  of  the  woods.    The  ten  settlers 
late  belonging  to  the  Sirius  are  doing  very  well  ;  but  I  much  fear 
that  a  great  part  of  the  marine  settlers,  when  the  novelty  of  the 
change  is  gone  off,  will  have  neither  ability  or  inclination  to  get  on. 
They  have  been  extremely  troublesome,   insomuch  that  I   have  Some  of 
found  it  necessary  to  try  two  of  them  before  myself  and  another  trouble- 
justice.     The  charge  against  the  first  was  for  beating  the  watch  some, 
and   using  the  most  inflammatory  language  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  other  for  cruelly  beating  a  convict  overseer  when 
employed  about  his  work.     As  these  charges  were  fully  proved, 
the  only  punishment  I  thought  myself  at  liberty  to  inflict  was  to  Punish- 
oblige  the  first  to  find  security  for  his  good  behaviour  for  twelve  ""'" 
months,  and  the  other  to  pay  eighty  pounds  to  the  King  and  five 
pounds  to  the  person  whom  he  had  beaten. 

As  these  people  have  no  other  property  than  their  lands,  ifec,  T 
do  not  think  myself  warrantable  in  inflicting  corporal  punishment 
on    them.       I  have   to  request  your  Excellency   will  direct    the 
Judge- Advocate  to  inform  me  in  what  manner  these  people  are  to  Conttinpt 
be  punished,  as  at  present   they  have  no  other  idea  than  that  of  ° 
being  soldiers  let  loose  in  the  island  and  unsubjected  to  any  laws. 

*  18  copper  bolts,  6  do.  sheets,  2  cables  of  16-inch,  200  lbs.  of  lead,  1  fish-tackle  fall,  20  lbs. 
of  chalk,  :?  rudder-chains,  2  top  chains,  sonic  iron  of  various  sorts, 
t  Not  available. 
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1791  From  the  great  number  of  settlers  who  are  all  in  want  of  houses, 

29  Dec.      which  the  terms  specifyed  they  were  to  be  assisted  in  building,  it 

Wanto7       ^^^^^  ^°*  ^^  ^^^  ^y  power  to  supply  them  with  carpenters,  having 

labour.         SO  very   few ;  but  as  they  conceive  it  a  right,  I  have  given  each 

settler  the  assistance  of  two  convicts  for  three  weeks  to  build  their 

houses. 

As  all  the  settlers  here  now  are  placed  on  the  only  runs  of 
water  that  are  on  the  island,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  fix 
Question  of  any  more  as  yet  untill  the  island  is  further  cleared,  as  I  am 
apprehensive  that  many  of  the  present  settlers'  lots,  and  which  it 
has  been  impossible  to  avoid  from  the  reasons  before  given,  will 
come  into  each  other,  or  interfere  Avith  Government's  lots.  The 
convict  settlers  are  all  doing  very  well,  and  are  quiet,  attentive, 
and  orderly. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  by  the  list  that  I  have  increased 
the  convict  settlers  to  forty. 
Another  "Jhe  house  I  am  now  in  being  very  badly  framed  and  hardly 

JlOUSG  lOV  tllG  o  t/  »/  »' 

Lieutenant-  tenable,  and  its  size  being  very  small,  viz.,  24  feet  by  ]  2,  I  intend 

Oovernor.  employing  the  remaining  part  of  the  store-house,  as  far  as  it  will 
go,  in  building  another  house  for  myself,  which  I  shall  frame 
l^ehind  the  house  I  am  now  in,  and  fill  the  spaces  between  the 
framing,  &c.,  up  with  bricks. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
lime  has  answered  far  beyond  my  expectation. 

Soon  after  my  landing  here  a  quantity  of  coral  and  other 
testaceous  substances,  with  some  different  kinds  of  stones,  having 
been  collected  together,  a  kiln  was  made  to  burn  them  in,  which 

ijme.  after  burning  48  hours  produced  a  very  fine  white  lime,  and  which 

is  said  by  those  more  conversant  in  these  things  than  myself  that 
it  excells  any  lime  made  of  chalk.  Some  of  it  has  been  tryed  in 
chimneys  and  a  kitchen,  and  proves  to  be  a  very  tough  cement. 
Eighteen  convicts,  under  the  direction  of  an  overseer,  who  is  a 

Brick-^  settler,  are  employed  making  bricks,  which  have  every  present 
appearance  of  turning  out  well,  which,  together  with  the  lime,  will 
enable  us  to  erect  substantial  and  durable  buildings  ;  but  the  loss 
of  a  bricklayer  will  be  felt,  as  there  is  only  a  very  indiff"erent  per- 
son of  that  description  among  the  marine  settlers.  The  bricklayer 
that  was  coming  liere  in  the  Queen  died  on  the  passage. 

store-house.  It  is  my  intention,  as  soon  as  houses  are  built  for  myself  and 
some  of  the  officers  who  are  now  without  one,  to  begin  a  spacious 
brick  store-house. 

From  the  quantity  of  provision  now  on  the  island  (a  return  of 
which,   signed    by    the   D'y    Commissary,   is    enclosed*),   I   have 

Reduced       thought  proper  to  order  a  reduction  to  be  made  in  the  allowance 

ration.  ^^  |^  letting  the  women  and  children  remain  at  their  usual  allow- 

ance, to  commence  on  ISTew  Year's  Day,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
your  Excellency's  approbation. 

*  Not  available. 
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Finding  it  necessary  to  reprimand  Mr.  Doidge,  the  superinten- 
dant  of  convicts  at  Queensboro',  for  some  very  improper  beliaviour,     -^  ^ec. 
he  -wrote  me  two  letters,  desiring  to  resign  his  place  as  superin- 
tendant  of  convicts,  and  to  return  to  Port  Jackson  before  June 
next,  to  ask  your  Excellency's  permission  to  return   to   Europe  ; 
his  thorough  ignorance  and  incapacity  for  the  place  he  was  in, 
and  the  insolent  tenor  of  his  letters,    induced  me  to  grant  his 
retjuest ;  and  as  IMr.  D'Arcy  Wentworth,*  doing  duty  at  Queens-  D'Arcy 
Ijoro'  as  assistant-surgeon,  had  always  behaved  with  the  greatest  appolntwi^ 
pvDpricty  and  attention,  and  having  every  reason  to  be  persuaded  assuperin- 
tliat  he  will  acquit  himself  of  the  charge  with  tidelity,  I  gave  him 
an  order  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  to  act  as  superintendant  of 
convicts,  and  to  have  the  direction  of  them   at   Queensborough 
untill  I  may  receive  your  Excellency's  orders  respecting  him  ;   he 
also  continues  doing  his  duty  as  assistant-surgeon  at  the  same  place, 
and  has  as  yet  fully  answered  the  expectations  I  foi'med  of  him. 

The  D'y  Commissary  having  represented  to  me  the  necessity 
there  was  for  a  storekeeper  at  Phillipsburgh,  were  there  are  now  storekeeper, 
(and  will  always  be  when  ships  come  here)  a  quantity  of  provisions 
and  stores,  which  we  require  a  person  to  take  charge  of  them,  in 
whom  a  greater  confidence  can  be  placed  than  in  any  convict,  I 
gave  an  acting  order  to  Mr.  Wm.  Neale  Chapman,  who  came  out 
with  me,  and  I  beg  to  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency's 
notice  as  a  trusty  and  well-disposed  person,  and  whose  education 
and  propriety  of  conduct  are  such  as  induced  me  to  give  him  the 
order  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  untill  I  may  receive  your 
Excellency's  further  orders  respecting  him.f 

Two  houses  are  built  on  a  commanding  eminence  which  over- 
looks Queensboro',  one  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  superinten- 
dant, and  the  assistant-surgeon  the  other.  As  both  these  employ- 
ments are  performed  by  one  person,  I  have  made  a  barrack  of  the  Barrack, 
other  house,  in  Avhich  is  stationed  a  corporal  and  six  privates, 
with  a  good  gaixlen  adjoining  to  their  house. 

A  sergeant  and  ten  privates  are  also  stationed  at  Phillipsburgh 
in  a  similar  situation. 

Ptespect  being  had  in  fixing  those  guards  to  keep  the  soldiers 
as  separate  from  the  convicts  as  possible. 

Tlie  detached  situation  of  the  al)ove  two  guards,  and  the 
necessity  of  having  a  particular  officer  to  give  out  orders  and 
inspect  into  the  state  of  the  Ijarracks,  pali.sades,  &c.,  has  induced 
me  to  order  Lieut't  Edw'd  Abbott  to  execute  that  duty.  I  have 
put  him  in  oi-ders  as  town  adjutant  and  inspector  of  outposts,  and  inspection, 
which  will  I  hope  meet  your  Excellency's  approl)ation. 

As  I  found  it  necessary  to  estaljli-sh  certahi  rules  and  regulations 
for  tlio  observance  of  every  person  f)n  tlii'  ihlaud,  1  ordered  tlie 

*  Father  of  W.  C.  Wentworth. 

t  Vr.  Chapman  was  afterwards  appointed  secretary  to  Go\ernor  King  at  Sydney. 
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1791        enclosed  to  be  read,  together  witli  the  rules  for  regulating  a  patrol 

29  Dec.      by  night  and  day,  since  which  the  robbing  of  gardens,  &c.,  is  less 

frequent.* 

I  have  ordered  Fred'  k  Mankett,  a  convict,  to  do  duty  as   D'y 

Provost-Martial.    He  has  as  yet  acquitted  himself  very  well  of  the 

charge,  and  in  that  situation  I  find  him  useful  and  very  necessary. 

Wheelwright       If  a  ffood  wheelwright  could  be  sent  here  he  would  be  a  very  use- 
wanted  o  o  J 

ful  person,  as  we  have  not  a  man  here  of  that  description.    I  think 

a  mill  might  be  erected  here  if  we  had  a  millwright  and  stones,  as 
the  streams  of  water  m  dilferent  parts  of  the  island  are  fully 
sufficient  to  turn  any  number  of  mills. 

The  master  of  the  William  and  Ann,  South  Sea  whaler,  having 
represented  to  me  by  letter  his  being  much  distressed  for  some 
junk  studding  sail  booms  and  blocks,  I  directed  the  D'y  Com- 
missary and  Mr.  Donovan  to  value  a  quantity  of  the  junk  and 
blocks,  saved  from  the  wreck  of  his  Majesty's  late  ship  the  Sirius, 
and  t<^  value  in  return  a  proportionable  quantity  of  oil  and  other 
articles  which  will  be  useful  to  the  colony,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose, 
and  which,  I  hope,  your  Excellency  will  approve  of. 

I  have,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 
[Enclosure.  ] 

Proclamation. 

10  Dec.  By  his  Honour  Philip  Gidley  King,  Esq.,  Lieut. -Govr.  of 

Norfolk  Island,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  itc,  &c.,  ifec. 

Regulations  "Whereas  it  is  highly  necessary  to  establish  certain  permanent 

for  the  pre-  i?pi  ■  c  ii 

servation  of  rules  and  regulations  tor  the  preservation  oi  property  and  the 
mainte'tKuice  maintaining  of  good  order,  the  following  are  to  be  observed  by  all 
of  order.  and  every  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  stationed  or  resident  on  this 
island,  viz.  : — Every  person  will  regularly  attend  publick  worship, 
which  will  begin  at  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday  mornings.  The  Com- 
missary is  directed  to  stop  two  pounds  of  meat  from  every  over- 
seer, and  one  pound  and  half  from  any  convict,  male  or  female, 
who  does  not  attend  divine  service,  unless  prevented  by  sickness 
or  other  sufficient  cause. 

Such  convicts  as  are  incapable  of  doing  a  day's  work,  as  well  as 
The  sick  and  sucli  who  are  sick,  are  in  future  to  receive  no  more  than  two-thirds 
intapa  e.     allowance  of  provisions ;  this  regulation  to  take  place  on  Saturday, 

the  10th  day  of  december,  1791. 
Clothing  not  As  all  the  slop  cloathiiig  is  the  property  of  Government,  both 
or  sold.  "  before  and  after  it  is  issued  to  the  convict,  every  person,  whether 
civil,  military,  or  settler,  are  strictly  forbid  buying  any  article  of 
slop  cloathing  from  a  convict,  on  pain  of  being  prosecuted  for 
buying  stolen  goods.  If  any  male  or  female  convict  will  give 
information  to  the  Provost-Martial  of  the  person  to  whom  he  has 
sold  his  cloaths    they  will  be  returned  to  him,  and  he  will  be 

*  Post,  pp.  578-590. 
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allowed  to  keep  Avhatever  was  given  for  tlieni,  and  no  puni.slnnent        1791 
will  be  inflicted  on  him  for  selling  them.      Should  the  person  who     29  Dec. 
buys  any  slop  cloathing  be  a  free  man  (of  any  description)  he  will  con^'ij^  n^^ 
be  prosecuted  ;  if  a  male  or  female  convict,  they  will  also  he  pro-  to  buy  from 
secuted,  and  deprived  of  any  slops  for  such  a  lenth  of  time  as  ^'''''"^'^^• 
may  be  thought  proper. 

No  cloathing  will  in  future  be  supplyed  to  any  couvict,  whether 
male  or  female,  that  shall  be  convicted  of  theft. 

Any  convict  who  shall  purchase  any  wearing  appai'el,  or  any 
necessary  belonging  to  a  soldier,  will  be  punished  witli  the  utmost 
severity. 

In  order  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  I'obberys  on  publick  or 
private  ground,  which  are  in  a  great  manner  occasioned  by  con- 
victs, who  sell  their  provisions,  and  support  themselves  by  stealing 
from  others,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  endeavour  to  put 
a  stop  to  a  practice  which  distresses  the  honest  and  industrious, 
whose  grounds  are  robbed  by  those  who  sell  their  rations.  It  is  Provisions 
therefore  ordered  that  no  provisions  (which  is  served  as  rations)  pu"rthas'ed'° 
are  ever  to  be  purchased  or  received  from  a  convict  on  any  con-  f'""'".  , 

convicts 

sideration  whatever,  and  the  Commissary  is  directed  to  give 
twenty  pounds  of  flour  as  a  reward  for  discovering  any  person 
who  may  in  future  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  this  order. 

No  person  will  be  permitted  to  leave  this  island  having  a  wdfe  incum- 
or  child  incapable  of  maintaining  themselves  without  first  -leaving 
sufiicient  security  for  their  support  to  prevent  their  becoming  bur- 
thensome  to  the  settlement. 

Any   convict   or   convicts  who  being  privy  to   any   felony  or 
intended  felony  and  shall  not  immediately  or  as  soon  after  as 
possible  give  information  thereof  to  the  civil  magistrate  or  oflicer 
in  command  where  he  or  they  may  be  at  the  time  will  be  con-  Accessories. 
sidered  as  an  accessary  and  punished  as  such. 

If  any  convict  is  found  stragliiig  or  lurking  about  any  of  the  Stragglers, 
cultivated  grounds,  or  out  of  their  houses  after  tap-too  beats,  they 
will  be  fired  on  by  the  patrole. 

Every  person  is  strictly  forbid  emplf)ying  any  convict  during  Coiivictsand 
the  hours  of  work  without  leave  being  obtained  from  the  Lieut.- 
Governor. 

Every  ovei'seer  or  other  that  has  any  convicts  under  their  care, 
and  who  suffer  them  to  bo  absent  from  their  respective  work,  will  Absentees, 
receive  such  punishment  as  shall  adjudged,  and  turned  out  of  lii.s 
trust.     If  the  overseer  is  a  free  man  he  will  be  prosecuted. 

Any  person  wdio  will  convict  any  overseer  of  lending  out  men  Penalty  for 

■'    ^  ...  ■    1      1       •  .  1        .  •  i:  1  -11  tiikiiit;  eon- 

or  any   person  hirenig  a  convict  tlurnig  the  tune  oi  work  will  victs  from 
receive  two  compleat  suits  of  slop  cloathing,  which  will  be  stopped  their  work. 
from  the  offender. 

No  pine-trees  arc  to  be  barked  or  cut  down,  nor  is  any  of  the  flax-  Trees  must 
plant  to  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  tor  tlie  manuiactory.     injured. 
2p 


578 


niSTOKICAL   UECOEDS   OF   KEW   SOUTH   WALES. 


1791 

29  Dec. 

Care  of 
propertj-. 


Dec. 


Regulations 
for  ni^ht 
watch. 


People  to  be 
at  home  by 
8  p.m. 


Town 
watchmen. 


Their 
duties. 


Duty  of  the 
guard. 


Duty  of  the 
watch. 


No  fowls  or  fish  to  be  cleaned  in  or  near  the  houses,  but  at  the 
sea-side. 

Great  care  is  to  be  takon  of  the  tools.  Any  person  who  is  con- 
victed of  secreting  any  tool  or  utensil  will  be  severely  punished. 

Tf  any  man  or  woman  has  the  venereal  disorder  and  does  not 
immediately  make  it  known  to  the  surgeon  such  person  shall 
upon  the  first  discovery  be  put  upon  short  allowance  of  provi- 
sions for  six  months  and  receive  corporal  punishment. 

God  save  the  King  ! 

[Enclosure.  ] 

General  Order. 

By  his  Honour  Philip  Gidley  King,  Esq.,  Lieut. -Governor  of 
Norfolk  Island,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
Whereas  robbeiys  are  frequently  committed  in  the  publick  and 
private  grounds,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  loss  of  the  Crown  and 
many  individuals,  in  order  to  prevent  which  the  following  regu- 
lations are  to  be  observed  and  put  in  force  by  the  night  watch 
now  appointed  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  publick  and 
private  property,  and  for  preventing  or  detecting  the  commission 
of  nightly  depredations  : — 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
every  description  do  regulate  their  business  so  as  to  be  in  town 
by  eight  o'clock  every  evening,  and  if  seen  after  that  hour,  either 
in  or  near  their  own  or  any  other  person's  ground,  they  will  be 
put  to  death  by  being  fired  on  by  an  armed  patrole,  who  is 
ordered  to  pi'otect  all  the  publick  and  private  property  within  the 
following  limitts,  which  are  all  comprized  within  Sydney  township  : 

The  four  watchmen  for  the  town,  Charles  Cavenagh,  Thomas 
McQueen,  George  Kerr,  and  Benjamin  Graves,  ai^med  with  staves, 
are  to  be  divided  into  watches  of  four  hours,  and  to  patrole  the 
streets  as  watchmen,  calling  aloud  every  half-hour  the  time  of  the 
night ;  they  are  to  prevent  any  person  leaving  their  hutts,  or  lurking 
about  after  eight  o'clock  at  night,  and  to  see  all  fires  out  in  their 
different  rounds  ;  and  in  case  of  any  person  being  riotous  or  noisy 
they  are  to  command  silence,  which,  if  not  complyed  with,  they  are 
to  apply  to  the  serjt.  of  the  guard,  who  will  assist  them  in  appre- 
hending offenders,  and  lodge  them  in  the  guard-house  until  the  next 
morning.  The  guard  has  orders  to  attend  to  the  watchmen  being 
alert ;  that  they  do  not  neglect  noticing  the  hour,  and  that  they 
repeat  it  in  different  parts  of  the  town  during  their  watch. 

Willm.  Connolly,  George  Whitaker,  Noah  Mortimer,  and 
William  Brown,  armed  with  staves,  are  to  be  di\dded  into  watches 
of  four  hours  each,  and  to  be  stationed  at  the  narrowest  pass 
between  the  beach  of  the  middle  bay  and  the  stream  of  water 
abreast  of  the  gate  leading  to  the  causeway.  They  ai'e  during 
the  night,  viz.,  from  eight  o'clock  until  daylight,  to  stop  by  force 
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any  person  who  attempts  to  pass  either  of  those  phices,  and  to       1791 
deliver  them  to  the  serjt.  of  the  guard.      The  gate  leading  to  the        uec. 
causeway  will  be  kept  by  an  invalid  during  the  day  ;  and  the 
person  whose  turn  it  is  to  guard  the   pass  leading  to  Chimney 
Hill  will  be  supplyed  with  a  list  of  those  who  are  working  at  the 
brickfields,  or  the  sawpits  by  Turtle  Bay  ;  and  any  other  persons  Suspected 
passing  by  in  tlie  daytime  are  to  be  stopped  and  delivered  to  the  be'stom^'j. 
Provost-Martial  ;   people  passing  with  bags,  or  anything  secreted 
about  their  cloathing,  are  to  be  searched,  and  if  suspected  of  theft, 
are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Provost-Martial ;  the  above  guards  will 
also  stop  every  person  who  is  suspected  of  leaving  their  work. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Lucas,  constable,  Edward  (lati',  Kalph  Dixon, 
Joshua  Peak,  John  Anderson,  John  Rice,  Willm.  Blackall,  and 
John  Harris  will  divide  themselves  into  a  watch  by  night,  and 
patrole  GrenAille  Valley  from  Lucas's  farm  to  Governments  farm,  orenviiie 
and  stop  every  person  by  force  during  the  night.  John  Anderson  \' alley. 
and  John  Harris,  as  well  as  the  others,  will  also  stop  everyone 
in  the  daytime  that  is  of  a  suspicious  character,  and  examine  them. 
]f  the  person  examined  is  suspected  of  theft,  or  has  no  suliicient 
reason  for  his  being  in  the  valley  or  on  the  ground  where  lie  is 
detected,  he  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  Provost-Martial. 

Mr.  Saml.  Stussey,  constable,  George  Legge,  Edward  Westlake, 
Thomas  Eccles,  and  John  Emmerson,  will  form  themselves  into  a 
watcli  of  four  hours  each  during  the  night,  viz.,  from  sunsett  till 
daylight,  a7id  patrole  from  the  stump  of  a  tree  by  Capt.  Patterson's 
garden  to  the  Governor's  garden,  and  ai'e  to  be  particularly  atten-  The 
tive  in  visiting  the  barn-yard,  which  they  are  to  do  at  least  twice  <^o\'emor's 

,.  1-1  A  ■  garden  and 

during  their  watch.     Any  person  whatever  passing  thro  the  vale,  bam-yard. 
or  in  the  cultivated  grounds,  or  near  the  barn,  is  to  be  tired  on 
with  an  intention  not  to  miss. 

The  different  watches  "vvill  patrole  from  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing untill  daylight  in  the  morning,  and  will  not  upon  any  account  Hours  of  the 
quit  their  different  grounds,  as  it  will  endanger  their  being  hred  "^'''"'^ 
on  by  the  centinels. 

Saml.  Stussey  has  the  direction  of  Arthur's  Vale  patrole  ; 
Nathl.  Lucas,  of  the  Grenville  Valley  patrole ;  Thos.  Crowder, 
of  tlie  town  patrole  and  watch. 

All  reports  are  to  be  made  to  the  Lieut. -Gov^r.  every  morning 
at  nine  o'clock.     The  patroles  and  watches  are  never  to  receive  any 
fee  or  gratuity  or  reward  from   any  individual  to  engage  their  No  fee  or 
exertions  in  tlie   execution  of  the  above  trust,  nor  are  they  to  si^tu'ti- 
receive  any  stijjulatpd   encouragement  for  the  c()Il^■iction  of  any 
offender  ;  but  tlieir  diligence  and  good  behaviour  will  Ije  rewarded 
by  the  Governor,  and  for  which   purpose  tlieir  conduct  will  be  Dilijfence 
strictly  attended  to   by  those  in  autliority  over  them,  and  any  bjilal-'imir 
negligence  on  the  part  of  those  wlio  may  be  employed  in  this  duty  r.-wardod. 
^yill  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law. 
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1791  The  aforesaid  patrols  and  watchmen  are  fully  authorized  to  visit 

Dec.       all  such  places  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  discovery  of  any 
Authority  of  felonyj  trespass,  or  misdemeanor,  and  for  the  apprehending  and 
the  watch,     securing  for  examination  any  person  or  persons  that  may  appear  to 
them  concerned  therein,  either  by  entrance  into  any  suspected  hutt 
or  dwelling,  or  by  such  other  means  as  may  appear  expedient. 
Four  The  township  will  be  hereafter  divided  into  four  districts,  which 

districts.  fiifierent  districts  Thos.  Crowder,  Fredk.  Markett,  Geo.  Kerr,  and 
Thos.  Barnsley  will  be  accountable  for  in  mustering  the  people  at 
difterent  hours  during  the  night,  and  to  inform  themselves  of  the 
business  connections  and  acquaintances  of  those  in  their  districts. 
Mr.  Saml.  Stussey,  constable,  of  Arthur's  Vale,  will  also  inform 
himself  of  every  circumstance  respecting  those  who  live  in  Arthur's 
Vale. 

Mr.  Nathl.  Lucas,  constable,  will  also  inform  himself  of  the 
conduct  of  those  in  Grenville  Valley,  whei'c  two  constables  are 
authoi'ized  to  keep  peace  and  good  order  by  force  of  arms  if  it 
should  be  necessary,  as  it  becomes  a  constable  to  do. 


W.  Richards,  Junr.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 
31  Dec.  Queen's  Row,  Walworth,  Dec,  31st,  1791. 

Wm.    Richards,  jun'r,    takes  the  liberty   of  addressing  Sir  Jos. 
Banks,  to  inform  him  that  he  has  heard  Govei'nment  intend  send- 
ing   out    convicts,  provisions,   and    settlers    imediately  to    Port 
Jackson.       As  W.R.  has  not  yet  heard  of  the  proposal  he  offered 
A  propos:ii    to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  the  terms  of  which  he  assures  Sir 
Treasury-      "^^^^  E'^i^^^^  ^^^  person  can  (with  justice)  execute  for  less,  he  is  apt 
to  think  the  report  may  not  be  true.      W.R.  will  be  very  much 
obliged  to  be  informed  if  Sir  Jos.  Banks  has  heard  anything  of 
such  an  embarkation.     If  such  an  embarkation  should  take  place, 
Information  W.R.  would  be  happy  in  Sir  Jos.  Banks'  i-ecommendation,  being 
^    °'^'      satisfied  that  Sir  Jos.  Banks  would  find  everything  conducted  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  publick. 

W.R.  hopes  Sir  Jos.  Banks  will  excuse  this  liberty. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  wrote  upon  the  fly-leaf  of  the  above  letter  the 
following  draft  of  a  reply  : — 

Sir,  Soho  Square,  Dec.  30th  [31st],  '91. 

I  really  cannot  inform  you  whetlier  there   is  at  present 

The  reply,     any  immediate  intention  of  sending  out  convicts  or  not,  having 

since  Mr.    Nepean  left    the    office    of    Under    Sec.    of   State   no 

acquaintance  in  that  department.      I  cannot,  I  fear,  unless  I  am 

consulted  on  the  subject,  be  of  any  service  to  you. 

[No  signature.] 

John  Sutton  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas.* 
Several  persons  haveing  it  in  contemplation  to  settle  in  N"ew 
South  Wales,  if  such  incouragement  and  assistance  will  be  given 

*  Undated.    Written  in  1791. 
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by  Government  as  will  appear  effectual,  will   Government  be  at       }^ 
expense  of  conveying  settlers  to  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  Free 
either  in  ships  provided  by  Government  or  allow  to  the  subscriber  euii'J^nte*''^ 
or  his  assigns  the  sum  of  ,£25  for  every  free  person  landed  in  the 
colony  ?     Will  Government  find  tools  and   implements   of  hus-  Tools,  seeds 
bandry  and  utensils  necessary  for  the  settlers  on  their  arrival,  stock!^'^ 
with  seed  to  sow  and  plant,  and  fruit-trees  of  all  kinds  suited  to 
the  climate,  with  a  supply  of  hogs,  sheep,  and  cattle  and  poultry 
necessary  for  a  stock  1     Give  the  settlers  such  a  number  of  convict 
servants,  free  of  all  expence,  as  they  shall  be  able  to  manage,  such  Convict 
servants  to  be  continued  in  succession  to  the  settlers  for  life,  and  ®*-'''^^"  ^• 
not  less  than  ten  servants  to  each  family  or  setler  who  shall  be  of 
full  age  to  act  for  him  or  herself,  and  to  maintain  compleatly  every 
such   setler  and  their  servants  for  two  years  at  least  after  the 
arrival  of  such  setlers  in  the  colony,  and  grant,  free  of  all  expence 
and  quit-rents  and  chai'ges,  not  less  than  five  hundred  acres  of  Laud  grants, 
land,  of  which  so  much  to  be  near  the  seat  of  Government  as  the 
Gov't  can  reasonably  allow ;  and  also  a  further  gTant  of  larger 
tracts  of  land  in  such  other  places  as  the  setlers  may  locate  for 
themselves,  eaqually  free  of  expence  and  quit-rents  ? 

Will  Government  allow  the  subscriber  or  his  assigns  £20  for  Bonuses  on 
every  head  of  cattle  imported  into  the  colony,  £5  for  every  sheep,  ""''° 
and  £20  for  every  ass  so  imported  ;  also  £2  2s.  for  every  bari-el 
of  American  fine  flour,  and  £5  for  every  barrel  of  pork  imported 
into  the  colony  for  public  use  ?  The  money  to  be  paid  in  Spanish 
mill'd  dollars,  at  4s.  6d.  each,  or  l)y  bills  on  the  British  Treasury, 
at  the  option  of  the  person  receiving. 

Government  to  assist  the  setlers  in  puting  up  a  house  for  each  Assistance 
family,  and  also  to  assist  the  subscriber  or  his  assigns  to  build  a  '"   "'  "'^'" 
grist  and  saw  mill,  dig  the  race,  and  grant  such  a  situation  and 
tract  of  land  free  as  will  be  suitable  for  that  purpose. 

John  Suttox. 

N.B. — Will  Government  give  six  shillings  sterling  pr.  bushel  for  Further 
any  quantity  of  Indian  corn  imported  into  the  colony,  or  Indian 
corn  meal,  well  dried  to  keep,  or  pr.  hundred  pounds  weight 

of  ship  })uiscuit,  and  to  accejjt  the  delivery  of  all  and  every  article 
as  compleat  as  soon  as  the  vessels  conveying  the  same  shall  come 
to  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  the  settlement,  the  landing  to  be 
intirely  at  the  risk  and  expence  of  Government. 


John  Sutton  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Tnou  being  so  busy,  it  is  not  likely  I  can  see  thee  to-day.     Have  ''"'Ji'^f^'^ 
inclos'd  a  paper  similar  to  that  given  to  Evan  Nepean,*  only  it 
is  more  specific.     I  hope  thou  will  give  it  a  proper  sanction,  and 
it  will  obveato  any  future  disappointments.     And  if  it  be  agroable 
to  let  me  have  any  terms  to  carry  persons,  or  provisions  live  or 

t  And  to  Mr.  Dundas.    Ante,  p.  5S0. 
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dead,  I  believe  I  can  do  it  as  low  and  more  beneticial  to  the  colony 
than  it  has  hitherto  been  done.      I  will  call  in  two  or  three  days 


for  thy  opinion. 

2nd  day  of  the  week. 


Land  and 

convict 

servants. 


Two  years' 
mainten- 
ance. 


Tools,  seeds, 
fruit  trees. 


Live  stock. 


Salt. 


Reward  for 
discoveries. 


Temporary 
accommo- 
dation. 


I  am,  (tc, 

John  Sutton. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

John  Sutton  to  Under  Secretary  King.* 
John  Sutton  proj^osing,  with  others,    to    settle    at    New   South 
Wales,  it  is  agreed  that  himself  and  all  other  persons  whom  he 
may  take  with  him,  or  send  there  as  setlers,  shall  be  taken  at  the 
expence   of  Goverment,  shall    have  not   less   than   five   hundred 
acres  of  land  granted  and  laid  out  free  of  all  expence  or  quit-rent 
whatever,  and  each  family  or  person  to  have  as  many  convicts 
given  them  for  servants,  free  of  expence,  as  they  can  properly 
manage  ;  John  Sutton  and  each  of  his  sons  to  have  not  less  than 
thirty  of  those  servants,  which  they  shall  chuse,  for  and  dureing 
the  term  of  their  lives,  the  said  servants  to  be  supplied  by  others 
in  succession  as  their  terms  may  expire.      All  the  said  setlers  and 
their  servants  to  be  maintain'd  by  Gover'ment  for  at  least  two 
years  after  their  arrival  at  the  said  colony  of  New  South  Wales, 
or  for  a  longer  term  if,  from  any  accident,  crops  sho'd  fail  for  that 
time.      Goverment   shall  sujiply  the  setlers  with  all  utensals  and 
tools  needfull  for  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  ground  ; 
also  with  suffitient  seeds  of  all  kinds  suitable  to  sow  or  plant,  all 
sorts  of  trees  suited  to  the  climate,  especially,  apple,  pear,  peach, 
vine,  olive,  white  mulberry,  leman,  orange,  and  cotton  seed  ;  also 
a  stock  of  fowls  and  other  poultry  to  begin  with,  two  sows,  one 
boar,  six  sheep  free  of  expence,  two  or  three  cows  and  two  horses, 
at  the  price  they  may  cost  where  taken,  from,  to  be   paid  for  at 
the  option  of  the  setlers  in  the  course  of  six  years  in  specie  or 
produce  at  the  price  such  produce  may  sell  for  at  the  time  of  pay- 
ment.    Goverment  is  to  supply  the  setlers  with  salt  gratis  untill 
a  market  shall  be  established  to  procure  it  by  exchange  for  tlie 
produce  of  the  colony.     Goverment   shall  further  grant  to  said 
settlers  such  further  tracts  of  land  as  they  may  respectively  dis- 
cover, survey  and  lay  out,  free  of  expence  and  quit-rent,  the  same, 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  acres  in  one  tract.      The  intended 
setlers  shall  be  convey'd  in  the  first  ships  which  shall  sail  for  that 
colony  after  three  months'  notice  shall  be  given  of  their  intention 
to  migrate  to  the  said  colony,  such  notice  to  be  left  at  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  oflice.      Goverment  shall  also  provide  the  setlers 
when  they  arrive  at  the  colony  with  suffitient  shelter  untill^  each 
family  shall  be  able  to  put  up  a  temporally  house  for  their  ac- 
comodation.     And   in   case   John   Sutton,   or  any  of  the  setlers 
jointly  with  him,  shall  undertake  to  erect  any  mill  or  mills  for 

*  The  questions  submitted  to  Mr.  Dundas  in  the  previous  letter  were  enihrdied,  with  some 
modifications,  in  the  form  of  a  draft  proposal  which  was  sent  by  Sutton  to  Under  Secretary 
KincT,  who  had  taken  Nepean's  place  at  the  Heme  Office  during  the  latt..r  s  visit  to  the  W  est 
Indies. 
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grist,   sawing   timber,  or  other  purposes,  Goverment  shall  assist       1791 
with  labourers,  in  order  to  forward  and  couipleat  the  same,  and 
him  or  them  shall  have  liberty  to  locate  and  hold  in  fee-simple 
any  quantity  of   land  and  any  stream  of  water  he  or  they  may  Land 
think  suitable  which  may  not  be  previously  located  or  dispos'd  on  ofants- 
by  grant  otherwise.  

John  Sutton  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Fr'd.  King, 

Inclosed  is  names  of  persons  mentioned.  Some  of  them, 
from  some  causes  which  has  ai'isen,  I  wo'd  dis'prove  of  sending, 
and  certainly  nothing  ought  to  be  allowed  to  any  except  they  go. 
As  many  impediments  has  come  in  the  way  of  this  business,  I 
will  to-morrow  (if  not  prevented)  submit  a  paper  to  thee  which  A  paper  to 
will  put  it  in  a  clearer  way,  without  future  difficulty  on  any  side  mitted. 
or  risk  of  loss,  and  hope  thou  will  give  me  in  writing  (as  thou 
promis'd)  what  will  be  allow'd  to  me  on  my  orders  for  each 
setler  landed  in  the  settlement.      I  am,  in  truth,  thy  friend, 

6  day  of  the  week  at  noon. John  Sutton. 

Memorandum  regarding  Sutton's  Proposals.* 
As  it  may  be  expected  the  persons  who  may  be  willing  to  migrate 
to  New  South  Wales  can  in  general  only  be  persons  possessing 
little  property,  it  will  therefore  be  needful   for  Government  to  Duty  of 
take  the  first  settlers  (sayf  familys)  to  that  country,  '^*"''''"'- 

and  grant  them  lands  free  of  cost,  at  least  500  acres  for  each 
person,  to  give  them  support  in  provisions  until  such  time  as  a 
crop  can  be  got  in  (or  say  for  two  years  after  they  arrive  there). 
Government  to  give  seed  to  the  settlers,  particularly  Indian  corn, 
as  it  is  the  most  proper  grain  to  cultivate  in  that  climate,  esi)ecially 
in  a  woody  country  and  sandy  light  soil,  each  family  to  be 
furnished  with  a  certain  number  of  tools,  as  hoes,  spades,  axes, 
&c.  ;  each  family  to  have  the  assistance  of  such  a  number  of 
couA-icts  as  may  be  thought  consistent  with  the  situation  and 
ability  of  each  family  to  govern  and  employ  properly,  the  convicts  convict 
to  be  supported  by  the  rations  of  Government  until  such  time  as  servants, 
the  crops  be  got  in  sufficient  for  the  settlers  to  support  them.  The 
first  settlers  to  have  the  use  of  convicts  as  they  may  arrive  there 
to  replace  in  succession  those  whose  times  expire  during  such 
settlers'  lives. 

From  the  impossibility  of  the  new  settlers  procuring  stock  of  Live  stock, 
their  own,  it  will  be   necessary  to   give  each  settler  one  sow  and 
boar  at  least,  with  three  sheep,  and  such  fowls  as  may  be  needful 
to  put  them  in  stock.     Also,  it  will  be  needful  for  Government  to 

*  This  memorandum,  explaining  and  jnstifyin(f  the  prop.Tial9  which  had  hecn  made  hy 
Sutton  'vaa  submitted  to  the  Government.  It  was  written  apparently  by  someone  on 
Sutton's  behalf.  ,.■,,•  ^ 

t  Blank  in  MS.  The  number  was  afterwards  fixed  at  15.  See  Dundas  to  Phillip,  post, 
p.  5&9. 
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procure  horses  and  cattle  to  supply  the  settlers  with  at  reasonable 
prices,  to  be  paid  in  cash  or  grain,  at  the  option  of  the  settlers,  in 
three  years.  And  it  would  be  quite  necessary  for  Government 
to  give  assistance  for  putting  up  log  houses  for  the  immediate 
accommodations  of  the  settlers  at  their  respective  settlements  to 
prevent  that  sickness  they  might  otlierwise  be  liable  to. 

As  mills  ai'e  absolutely  necessary,  it  will  be  incumbent  on  Govei'n- 
ment  either  to  build  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  to  be  as  convenient  as 
possible  to  the  settlers,  or  to  give  effectual  assistance  toward  the 
immediate  execution  of  such  mill  to  some  one  or  more  settlers  as 
are  willing  and  able  to  take  from  hence  materials  for  that  purpose. 

Salt  being  an  indispensible  article,  it  will  be  necessary  for  Govern- 
ment to  supply  the  settlers  therewith  until  it  can  be  procured 
plentifully  by  other  means. 

The  settlers  should  be  supplied  with  seeds  of  different  kinds  and 
trees  for  food  such  as  are  suited  to  the  climate,  more  pai'ticularly 
apples  and  peaches,  with  vines  and  olives  and  the  white  mull)erry. 

Government  should  establish  such  a  constitution  in  civil  matters 
for  the  use  of  free  settlers  as  may  prevent  any  arbitrary  proceed- 
ing in  the  Governors  or  anarchy  in  the  governed,  and  to  fix  its 
principles  so  as  to  grow  into  use  as  the  country  may  settle,  which 
will  make  the  minds  of  the  settlers  familiar  therewith,  and  prevent 
uneasiness  at  any  new  regulations. 

It  will  also  be  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  to 
prevent  for  ever  the  introduction  of  slavery,  or  holding  of  innocent 
men  and  women  and  their  innocent  descendants  in  perpetual  bond- 
age, by  having  it  established  that  no  person  shall  continue  bound 
as  a  servant  unto  a  greater  age  than  twenty-one  years  without  his 
or  her  consent  being  publicly  given  after  the  servant  attains  the 
age  of  fourteen,  and  then  for  not  more  than  ten  years  after  such 
consent  being  given  ;  and  also  that  no  person  (not  a  convict)  im- 
ported into  that  colony  shall  be  a  servant  for  a  longer  time  than 
ten  years  after  they  arri^'c,  or  until  they  arrive  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  if  they  should  not  be  at  that  age  after  ten  years' 
service,  except  a  valuable  consideration  shall  appear  to  have  been 
received  by  the  servant  for  a  longer  term. 

It  will  always  be  expected  by  the  persons  who  migrate  to  that 
country  that  in  case  they  or  any  of  them  should  find  out  any 
suitable  tracts  of  lands,  they  are  to  have  further  grants  of  such 
lands  so  discovei*ed  in  such  large  tracts  as  may  be  of  use  to  the 
future  settlement  of  their  families  or  friends,  whom  they  may  ex- 
pect to  arrive  in  that  country. 

Jiecapitulation. — Conditions*  on  which  Mr.  Sutton  engaged  to 
go  out  to  New  South  Wales  with  his  associates,  consisting,  as  he 

*  These  conditions  are  much  less  exacting-  than  those  originally  proposed.  The3-appear 
to  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Government,  but  owing  to  the  delay  which  took  place  in 
getting  a  ship  ready  and  other  causes,  the  arrangement  was  not  carried  out. 
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supposed,  of  about  fifteen  families  : — Passage  to  be  provided  by       1791 
Government ;   lands  to  be  granted   free  of   expenee  ;   to  have  an       Dec. 
assortment  of  tools  and  implements  out  of  the  public  stoi*es ;  to 
have  two  years'  provisions ;   the  sei-vice  of  convicts  to  be  assigned 
to  them  free  of  expenee;  such  convicts  to  have  two  years'  rations 
and  one  year's  clothing. 

The  Rioiit  Hon.  Hexry  Duxdas  to  Governor  Phillip.  1792 

Sir,  AVhitehall,  10  Januaiy,  1792.  lo  Jan. 

Your  letters  to  Lord  Grenville  of  the  date  and  numbers 
mentioned  in  the  margin,*  forwarded  by  the  way  of  China,  have 
been  received,!  and  with  their  several  inclosures  have  been  laid 
before  the  King. 

His  Majesty's  servants  cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  unpleasant  Loss  of  the 
effects  experienced  in  the  settlements  from  the  accident  which 
happened  to  the  Guardian,  and  how  much  that  unfortunate  dis- 
aster must  have  retarded  the  progress  of  the  settlements.  It  will, 
however,  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  to  know  that  considering  the 
inconveniences  with  which  you  have  had  to  struggle,  they  are 
perfectly  satisfied  that  everything  has  been  done  by  you  which 
could,  under  such  circumstances,  be  reasonably  expected.  The  settle- 
ment at  Rose  Hill  promises  soon  to  make  a  return  for  the  labour  Rose  mil. 
which  has  been  bestowed.  From  what  you  represent  of  its  fer- 
tility, I  perfectly  agree  with  you  that  it  would  have  been  the 
mo.st  eligible  spot  for  the  first  settlement ;  but  circumstanced  as  you 
originally  were,  disappointed  in  your  expectations  respecting 
Botany  Bay,  and  witliout  any  sort  of  information  of  the  nature 
of  the  country,  it  could  hardly  have  been  expected  that  you  would  A  good 
have  made  a  more  judicious  choice  than  you  have  done,  especially 
when  the  advantages  which  must  always  be  derived  from  a  port 
so  capacious  and  secure  as  Port  Jackson  are  considered. 

With  respect  to  the  oflScers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  such  Settlers, 
convicts  as  propose  to  become  settlers,  the  time  for  which  they 
were   transported   being   expired,  his   Majesty's  servants  do  not 
think  it  either  advisealjle  or  neces.sary  to  limit  you  to  any  given 
number  of  convicts  to  be  assigned  to  individuals  so  widely  differing  Assignment 

„ , .  „        ,  ,         ^     ■,    f  ...  1      ,   p  i  1  •     •         of  convicts. 

\\\  Situation  of  life,  character,  and  descri[)tion  ;  but  trom  the  opinion 

which  they  entertain  of  your  prudence  and  discretion,  they  leave 

you  to  decide  upon  a  point  which  must  in  a  great  degree  be  governed 

by  your  knowledge  of  the  character  and  ability  of  those  to  whom 

convicts  are  to  be  assigned. 

The  more  convicts  that  can  be  properly  disposed  of  in  this 

manner,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  the  better.      In  like  manner  tlie        . 

.  „  .   .  ,  ,     1  J  1  •        Provisions 

quantity  of  provisions  necessary  to  be  granted  to  persons  ijecoming  for  settlers. 

*  1— .June  14,  1790  ;  2-.June  14,  1700 ;  3— Juno  17,  1790  ;  4-June  20,  1790  ;  !>— June  25, 
1790  ;  G-July  2, 1790  ;  7— July  13, 1790  ;  8-July  14,  1790  ;  9— July  14, 1790 ;  10-July  17,  1790. 
t  Nearly  eisfliteen  months  after  they  were  despattlied. 
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settlers,  aiicl  tlie  cases  wherein  such  quantity  ought  to  be  given  afc 
once,  or  retailed,  must  be  left  to  your  own  jutlgement  and  discrimi- 
nation. 

From  the  experiments  which  you  have  very  properly  made,  it 
appears  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
settlement,  one  year's  provisions  for  each  settler  and  for  each  of 
the  convicts  to  be  assigned  to  each  settler,  exclusive  of  their 
respective  rations,  is  not  sufficient  for  their  maintenance  until 
they  may  become  able  to  support  themselves  by  their  own  in- 
dustry. But  as  to  such  settlers  or  convicts  as  may  wish  to 
Allowance  of  establish  themselves  in  Norfolk  Island,  I  take  it  for  granted  from 
proMsions.  ^j^^^j.  ^^^  state  of  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  other  advantages, 
that  one  year's  provisions  will  be  sufficient;  in  your  decision 
however,  upon  tliis  point  with  respect  to  such  persons  as  become 
settlers,  you  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  advert  to  what  Lord  Grenville 
has  so  strongly  recommended  to  you,  in  his  letter  No.  10,*  of 
weighing  maturely  the  conduct  of  such  convicts,  and  of  apportion- 
ing the  bounty  of  Government  to  them  according  to  their  deserts. 
One  year's  cloathing  I  should  imagine  would  do,  either  in  New 
South  Wales  or  in  Norfolk  Island,  but  you  are  at  liberty  to  in- 
crease that  proportion  if  absolutely  necessary  ;  and  respecting  the 
necessity  of  such  increase,  you  must  naturally  be  more  competent 
to  determine  than  any  person  here.  The  payment  of  the  ffiie 
specified  in  his  Majesty's  instructions  by  persons  to  whom  lands 
are  to  be  granted,  or  for  compromising  for  such  fine  by  a  quantity 
of  grain,  is  a  point  not  necessary  to  be  decided  upon  at  this 
moment,  it  will,  however,  be  thought  of  hereafter  when  matters 
of  the  same  nature  become  the  subject  of  discussion. 

It  is  not  known  here  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  whether 
Messrs.  Lambert,  Ross,  and  Biddulph,  of  Calcutta,  have  carried 
their  desii^ns  into  execution  of  sending  to  you  from  Calcutta  a 
cargo  of  provisions.  If  that  could  be  depended  upon  there  would 
be  little  occasion  to  send  from  hence  for  the  present  any  further 
supply,  particularly  of  flour  ;  but  in  order  to  guard  against  acci- 
dents which  possibly  might  happen  to  the  ship  (if  she  should 
have  been  sent)  during  her  passage  to  New  South  Wales,  or  from 
the  failure  of  the  crops  either  there  or  in  Norfolk  Island,  a  supply 
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is  herewith  sent  out. 


together  with 


some  beef  and  pork ;   the 


quantity  of  each  article  is  specified  in  the  inclosed  return.! 

Your  omitting  to  forward  to  me  with  your  last  dispatches  an 
account  of  your  stock  of  provisions  prevents  my  forming  an  exact 
calculation  on  that  head.  I  trust  what  is  now  sent,  and  wliich 
is  exclusive  of  what  may  have  been  raised,  will  prove  adequate  to 
your  exigencies. 

By  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Major  Ross,  dated  the 
29  August,  1790,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing,  that  from  the 
state  of  the  cultivation  on  Norfolk  Island,  it  was  probable  that 


*  Ante,  p.  4C0. 


t  Not  available. 
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the  crops  of  the  present  season  would  enable  him  to  export  some        1792 
i^rain  to  New  South  Wales.      If  that  should  be  the  case,  and  you      lo  Jan 
should  not  be  disappointed  in  the  expectations  you  have  formed,  GraiiTfrom 
and  which  appear  by  your  letter  No.  10,  there  seems  to  be  a  fair  Norfolk 
prospect  of  easino;  this  country  in  a  short  time  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  expence  of  ttuat  establishment.     A  constant  supply  of 
grain  being  once  secured,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  should  turn 
your  thoughts  towards  the  means  of  obtaining  such  other  supplies 
as  are  indispensably  necessary,  particularly  horned  cattle,  goats, 
and  hogs,  the  moment  the  Supply  tendei',  or  any  other  vessel  you 
may  have  under  your  orders  can  be  spared  for  that  service.     The 
ships  which  last  touched  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  will  carry  you 
a  small  supply,  and  occasionally  some  few  may  be  expected  from 
hence  ;  but  unless  these  supplies  can  be  obtained  nearer  at  hand, 
it  will  be  a  long  time  before  the  settlement  will  be  suiiiciently 
stocked,  and  till  that  happens  a  constant  expence  for  provisions 
must  be  incurred. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  assistance  will  shortly  be  derived 
on  the  spot  in  the  article  of  clothing,  as  I  observe  by  Major  Ross's 
letter  that  the  flax-dresser  had  already  made  some  progress  towards  Flax 
it  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  implements  will  be  provided  and  sent    """^'"S'- 
out  to  you  with  a  view  to  the  manufacture  of  that  article  there. 

The  want  of  a  port  at  Norfolk  Island  is,  as  you  justly  observe,  so  port  at 
a  material  objection  to  its  becoming  the  principal  settlement,  but  i^^^^^ 
in  whatever  degree  it  may  be  considered,  it  seems  adviseable  from 
its  superior  fertility  that  as  many  people  as  can  properly  be  ac- 
commodated should  be  placed  there,  at  least  until  some  further 
progress  is  made,  and  supplies  are  more  abundant  than  at  present 
in  New  South  Wales. 

Captain  King,  who  has  been  specially  appointed  Lieutenant-  '^j'^^j^^j^^j 
Governor  of  Norfolk  Island  will,  I  hope,  have  arrived  long  before  Ututenant- 
this  letter  can  reach  you.*     His  presence  will  remove  any  ditli-  Governor, 
culties  which  you  seem  co  have  anticipated  from  an  expectation 
of  your  being  obliged  to  detach  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and 
Commandant  of  the  Corps  to  that  island.     The  presence  of  Cap- 
tain King,  and  the  assistance  he  will  derive  from   the  military 
will,  I  trust,  for  the  present  enable  him  to  provide  for  the  due 
administration  of  justice,  until  such  settlers  may  arrive  as  may  be 
of  a  proper  description  to  be  vested  with  a  magisterial  authority 
there. 

The  persons  who  have  been  employed  by  you  in  public  situations  ^"J^J"""^^' 
will  be  compensated  for  their  ser^•ices. 

It  was  understood  here  that  the  principal  duty  undei-  tlie  Com- 
missary had  been  executed  by  Mr.  Zachy  Clarke,  and  under  that 
idea,  the  appointment  of  Deputy-Commis.sary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visiojis  on  Norfolk  Island  has  lately  been  given  to  him  ;  but  as 
Mr.  Freeman's  services  appear  to   be    ei^ually   necessary  in   tho 

•  King  arrived  at  Sydney  21st  September,  1791,  and  sailed  for  Norfolk  Island,  20th  October. 
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same  capacity  in  New  South  Wales,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury- 
have  consented  that  he  shall  have  a  similar  allowance  for  his 
services  there  from  the  time  he  was  first  employed. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  from  the  description  you  have  given 
of  Mr.  Dodd,  that  he  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue  at 
Rose  Hill  to  superintend  tlie  cultivation  there.  If  by  increasing 
his  appointments  from  three  to  five  shillings  per  diem  it  can  be 
effected,  you  are  at  liberty  to  hold  out  that  encouragement  to  him 
for  any  specific  time.  Three  years  might  perhaps  be  sufficient, 
by  which  time  a  proper  person  might  be  found  for  a  successor. 

As  you  ai'e  of  course  apjirized  of  the  extent  of  the  services  ren- 
dered by  Mr.  Murphy,  there  will  be  no  objection  to  your  I'ewarding 
them.  For  that  and  other  purposes  a  remittance  will  be  sent  you  by 
the  Kitty,  which  you  will  apply  with  as  much  economy  as  possible. 

At  the  time  the  letters  were  written  by  you  which  I  liave  now 
noticed,  it  appears  that  three  or  four  of  the  superintendants  had 
not  anived.  I  fear,  however,  that  none  of  them  will  be  found  to 
answer  the  description  which  you  seem  to  require,  but  if  any  one 
or  two  persons  proper  for  tliat  service  can  be  engaged  here,  I  shall 
take  care  to  send  them  out  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  distresses  to  which  the  convicts  sent  out  in  the  three  ships 
were  exposed  during  their  voyage  to  New  South  Whales,  is  a  sub- 
ject into  which  the  strictest  enquiry  will  be  made,  in  order  to  the 
bringing  to  punishment  the  persons  who  have  been  the  cause  of 
that  shocking  calamity.  I  am  also  happy  to  inform  you  that  such 
steps  will  be  taken  as  will,  I  hope,  in  future  effectually  pi-event 
the  secreting  and  carrying  away  convicts  or  others  from  the  settle- 
ment. The  party  so  offending  will  be  made  liable  to  forfeit  his 
contract  or  charter-party,  and  I  request  you  will  transmit  to  me 
every  intelligence  of  such  an  offence,  should  it  be  committed,  with 
proper  affidavits  authenticating  the  same. 

The  men  composing  the  corps  which  has  been  raised  to  serve  in 
New  South  Wales  under  Major  Grose  have,  as  a  condition  of 
their  enlisting,  been  promised  the  usual  ration,  except  spirits, 
witliout  any  deduction  from  their  pay. 

This  will  be  explained  to  you  by  Major  Grose  upon  his  arrival, 
and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  operate  as  a  strong  inducement  to  some 
of  the  marines  to  enlist  in  the  additional  company. 

When  the  cultivation  of  the  settlements  is  somewhat  farther  ad- 
vanced, the  means  of  supplying  tlie  deficiency  in  the  ration  with  beer 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  one  of  the  objects  of  your  consideration. 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  not  yet  determined  on  send- 
ing any  ship  to  New  South  Wales  to  supply  the  loss  of  the  Sirius, 
but  as  my  predecessor  has  already  informed  you,  that  circumstance 
will  not  occasion  any  decrease  of  the  pecuniary  emoluments  with 
which  it  was  understood  by  you  that  your  situation  was  to  be 
attended  during  your  continuance  abroad. 
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I  liave  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  tlie  address  of        ^''^2 
the  officers  of  the  Civil  and  ^Military  Establislnnents  to  his  Majesty      lo  Jan. 
on  liis  happy  recovery,*  wliich  accompanied  your  letter  No.  2,  was  Address  to 
received  in  the  most  gi-acious  maimer.  *'^c  Kini,'. 

Exclusive   of  tlie  provisions  and  other  articles  which   will   Ijc 
sent  out  in  the  Britannia,  agreable  to  the  invoice  herewith  trans- 
mitted, you  will  receive  by  the  ship  Kitty,  who  is  now  taking  in  The  Kitty, 
part   of  her  cargo  and  I  expect   will  sail   in   the  course   of  this 
month,  about  three  hundred  tons  of  provisions,  forty  or  fifty  tons 
of  cloathing  and  stores,  together  with  thirty  female  and  ten  male 
convicts,  the  latter  being  such  artificers  and  handy-craftsmen  as  Provisions 
are  stated  in  your  letters  to  be  most  wanted  in  the  settlement,  vlcts?""" 
At  the  same  time  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  that 
a  ship  of  about  four  hundred  tons  is  already  talcen  up  in  conse- 
quence of  my  directions  for  that  purpose,  in  which  it  is  intended 
to  ship  wdth  all  convenient  speed  such  further  articles  as  you  have 
more  particularly  required  in  several  of  your  letters,  and  which 
are  proposed  to  be  sent,  conformable  to  the  inclosed  list  marked 
A,  together  with  a  year's  cloathing  for  the  settlement,  and  otiier 
articles,   the  particulars  of  which  are  contained  in  tlie  List  B.f 
At  tlie  same  time  eveiy  encouragement  will  be  given  to  induce 
certain  settlers  (who  are  Quakers,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  families,  ^'^,^||?fg  ^^g 
and  who  have  made  proposals  to  Government)  to  embark  by  the  emi^nants. 
same  conveyance.     Exclusive  of  the  convict  artificers  as  above- 
mentioned,  terms  have  been  offered  for  a  master  carpenter  and  a 
master  miller,  but  as  yet  have  not  been  accepted  by  any  persons 
of  sufficient  character  and  reputation  to  be  relied  on.     I  have, 
however,  no  doubt  of  obtaining  sucli  persons  before  the  Kitty 
sails  from  hence.  I  am,  etc., 

Henry  Dundas. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  10th  January,  179l>. 

Mr.  Nepean  being  gone  to  the  West  Indies  for  the  recovery  ^^;«=i^^^!;e°"^ 
of  his  health,  it  is  become  my  duty  (liaving  had  the  honor  of  being  indies, 
appointed  Under   Secretary    of    State    in    this    department)    to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters,  sent  by  way  of  China  to 
Mr.  Nepean,  Nos.  1  to  5  inclusive,  with  three  others  dated  the  6th, 
22nd,  and  2.3rd  of  August,  1790. 

In  the  dispatch  which  has  been  written  to  you  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  you  will  find  that  many  of  the  points  to  which  these 
letters  relate  have  been  fully  answered  ;  the  rest  I  shall  now  reply 
to  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand. 

The  remittance  which  has  now  been  made  to  you,  in  consequence  Romittance. 

of  your  application,  will  enable  you   to  discharge  any  arrears  of 

pay   that  may  be  due  to  such  marine  artificers  as  remain  in  New 

South  Wales.      The  amount  of  the  several  sums  due  to  those  who 

*  Ante,  p.  344.  t  These  lists  are  not  recorded. 


590 


HISTOmCAL    RECOUDS    OF    NEW   SOUTH    WALES. 


1792 

10  Jan. 
Specie. 


Orders-in- 
Council. 


Oil  instead 
of  butter. 


Spirits  for 
tlie  marines. 


Landmark 
at  Port 
Jackson. 


Eecovery 
of  sick. 


Inhuninn 
treatment 
of  convicts. 


21  Jan. 

Free 

settlers. 


may  return  will  be  liquidated  here.  It  was  intended  that  a 
certain  quantity  of  specie  should  have  been  sent  to  you  by  the 
Guardian  for  this  purpose,  but  circumstances  interfered  to  prevent 
its  being  done. 

You  will  receive  by  the  ships  which  have  lately  sailed  most  of 
the  orders  of  his  Majesty  in  Council  which  relate  to  the  convicts 
already  sent  to  New  South  Wales.  Those  which  remain  -"vill  be 
sent  to  you  by  the  Kitty,  and  will  explain  to  you  the  tei.ns  or 
times  for  which  the  said  convicts  have  severally  been  sentenced 
to  be  transported. 

The  accounts  received  of  the  rancid  state  of  the  butter  sent  out 
by  the  first  ships,  and  the  little  utility  with  which  that  supply 
was  attended,  led  to  a  supposition  that  an  article  of  that  sort 
might  be  dispensed  with.  It  is,  however,  determined  that,  in 
consequence  of  your  representation,  a  quantity  of  oil  shall  be  sent 
out,  which  will  answer  most  of  the  purposes  of  butter,  and  can  be 
longer  preserved.  • 

It  is  not  altogether  clear  how  far  the  marines  were  led  to  expect 
a  supply  of  spirits  for  three  years  after  their  landing,  but  as 
Major  Ross  may  be  expected  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  any 
doubts  upon  that  subject  may  be  cleared  up,  and  there  can  be 
no  question  but  that  satisfaction  will  be  made  for  any  actual 
engagements  on  the  part  of  Government  which  have  not  been 
compleatly  fulfilled.  The  commanders  of  ships  hereafter  to  be  dis- 
l^atched  will  be  apprized  of  the  landmark  you  have  erected  to  direct 
their  passage  into  Port  Jackson,  which,  on  a  coast  so  little  known, 
appears  to  have  been  a  measure  extremely  necessary  and  proper. 

The  deci'ease  of  the  number  of  sick  landed  from  the  Neptune, 
Scarborough,  and  Surprize  has  afforded  great  satisfaction,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  by  the  care  and  attention  which  they  have  received  since 
their  arrival  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  rest  will  soon  be  effected. 

Several  affidavits  have  been  taken  since  the  return  of  the  Nep- 
tune respecting  the  inhuman  treatment  said  to  have  been  offered 
to  these  peojjle,  with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  persons  who 
were  the  cause  of  it,  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  master,  it 
is  reported,  has  absconded.  I  am,  itc, 

J.  King. 

G.  Match  AM,  Esq.,  to  Alex.  Davlson,  Esq. 
Sir,  Lower  Grosvenor-place,  Jany,  21st,  1792. 

The  proposals  made  to  free  settlers  in  New  South  Wales 
have  induc'd  me  to  request  a  grant  of  land  on  condition  of  my 
sending  one  or  more  families.  A  skilful  farmer  has  offer'd  to  go 
there  with  his  family  (on  my  account)  by  the  first  ship,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  send  more  colonists  by  the  other 
vessels  which  are  going  this  yeai\  My  view  is  to  make  a  provision 
in  that  country  for  my  younger  son,  and  as  I  shall  send  him  some 
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years  hence  with  three  or  four  tliousand  pounds,  I  coukl  wish  for        ^792 

such  an  extent  of  country  as  to  make  it  an  object  of  attention  to      2i  Jan. 

me  ;  ten  or  twenty  thousand  acres — two  or  three  liundred  acres  a  capitalist's 

between  Rose  Hill  and  Sydney  Cove,  or  on  the  opi)r)site  shore  proposal. 

between   Hose   Hill  and   the  mouth   of  the  harbour  (where,    I 

understand,  there  are  no  settlers),  and  the  remainder  in  a  direct 

line  towards  Broken  Bay.     I  shall  allow  my  settlers  money  to 

purchase  such  articles  at  the  Ca|)e  as  may  be  thought  necessary 

to  begin  with,  and  an  annual  supply  for  progressive  improvements.  Supplies. 

Government  will  perhaps  not  think  me  presumptious  or  unworthy 

their  attention  on  this  occasion  when  they  are  inform 'd  that  I 

have  inclos'd  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  waste  land  in   England, 

which  I  purpose  intirely  planting.     You  will  greatly  oblige  me, 

sir,  if  you  can  procure  me  an  speedy  answer,  as  T  wish  to  prepare 

the  farmer  to  go  by  the  first  shii^.*  I  am,  ifec, 

G.  Matcham. 


The  Clerk  op  the  Privy  Couxcil  to  Under  Secretary 

King. 

Sir,  Council  Office,  Whitehall,  22  January,  1792.  22  Jan. 

Mr.   Secretary  Dundas  ha"\dng  transmitted  to  the  Lord 
President  the  two  inclosed  lists,  the  one  of  convicts  sentenced  to  be 
transported  from  England  to  parts  beyond  the  seas,  the  other  of 
convicts  sentenced  to  be  banished  from  Scotland,  t  in  order  to  be 
laid  before  his  Majesty  in  Council,  I  am  directed  by  his  J.ordship 
to  transmit  the  said  letter  and  lists  to  you,  and  to  request  that 
you  will  be  pleased   forthwith  to  prepare  tlie  draughts  of  two 
Orders-of-Council,    appoint'g  the   eastern   coast    of   New    South  ^y^^flfa 
Wales,  or  some  one  or  other  of  the  islands  adjacent,  to  be  tlie  place  for 
place  to  which  the  said  convicts  shall  be  conveyed.     In  the  hope  '-°'"'*- 
of  saving  you  some  ti'ouble,  I  have  made  out  the  drauglit  of  an 
order  for  the  convicts  sentenced  in  England,  from  a  similar  order 
issued  in  June  last,t  and  herewith  enclose  the  same  foi-  your 
perusal  and  correction. 

The  act  relative  to  offenders  in  Scotland  was  passed  in  the 
25th  of  his  Majesty's,  cap.  46,  and  as  no  order  has  hitlierto  issued  |„  s"ot'iI^d. 
appointing  the  place  to  which  persons  sentenced  to  be  banished 
from  Scotland  shall  be  transported,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  recite  as  much  of  the  act  above  referred  to  as  you 
may  judge  necessary  for  the  order  to  be  issued  on  this  occasion, 
as  I  do  not  find  upon  the  slight  examination  I  have  been  al)U;  to 
make  that  this  Act  has  been  continued  in  force  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Act  for  the  transportation  of  offcndei-s  from 
England  has  been.  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention  to  this 
circumstance.  W.   Fawkeneu. 

•  Post,  p.  615.  t  Not  recorded. 
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Convicts. 


Settlers. 


The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  10th  February,  1792. 

Having  written  so  fully  to  you  by  the  Britannia,  I  have 
at  present  nothing  further  to  add  than  that  you  will  receive  with 
this  letter  by  the  ship  Kitty  the  several  articles  specified  in  the 
inclosed  bills  of  lading,  numbered  1  and  2. 

There  will  sail  at  the  same  time  in  the  Kitty  the  male  and 
female  convicts  pai'ticularised  in  the  list  No.  3,*  wherein  the 
respective  occupations  of  the  former  are  inserted  opposite  to 
their  names. 

Such  further  articles  as  you  have  particularly  required,  together 
with  a  year's  cloathing  for  the  settlement,  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  by  a  ship  which  I  expect  will  be  despatched  in  about  six 
weeks,  and  on  board  which  such  settlers  as  have  determined  to 
go  will  embai-k,  with  a  master  miller  and  carpenter.  What  the 
number  of  the  settlers  may  amount  to  I  cannot  at  present 
ascertain,  but  I  think  it  will  fall  sho)'t  of  that  stated  in  my  last 
letter.  No.  2,  as  having  made  proposals  to  Government,  f  I  also 
inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  Order-in-Council  (No.  4)  respecting  all 
the  convicts  now  sent  (those  from  Ireland  excepted),  and  con- 
cerning whom  the  Orders-in-Council  have  not  yet  been  transmitted 

I  have,  &c., 
Henry  Dundas. 


to  me  from  that  kingdom 


Powers  of 
the  Go- 
vernor. 


The  First  Land  Grant.  J 
By  his    Excellency   Arthur   Phillip,   Esq.,    Captain-General   and 
Governor-in- Chief    in    and   over    his    Majesty's   territory   of 
New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

22Febmai3'.  Whereas  full  power  and  authority  for  granting  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  New  South  Wales  to  such  persons  as  may  be  desi- 
rous of  becoming  settlers  therein  is  vested  in  me,  his  iMajesty's 
Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  over  the  said  territory  and 
its  dependencies,  by  his  Majesty's  instructions  under  the  Royal 
Sign  Manual,  bearing  date  respectively  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 
In  i)ursuance  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me  as 
aforesaid,  I  do  by  these  presents  give  and  grant  unto  James  Ruse, 

James  Ruse,  j^jg  heirs  and  assigns,  to  have  and  to  hold  for  ever,  thirty  acres 
of  land,  in  one  lot,  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Exi:)eriment 
Farm,  laying  on  the  south  of  the  Ponds,  at  Parramatta,  the  said 
thirty  acres  of  land  to  be  had  and  held  by  him,  the  said  James 
Ruse,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  free  from  all  fees,  taxes,  quit-rents, 
and  other  acknowledgments,  for  the  space  of  ten  years  from  the 
date  of  these  presents.     Provided  that  the  said  James   Ruse,  his 


Grant  to 


*  Not  recorded.  f  Ante,  p.  589. 

}  A  certified  copy  of  the  original  deed  of  grant  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  Sydney. 
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heirs  or  assigns,  shall  reside  within  the  same,  and  proceed  to  the       ^'^^ 

improvement  and  cultivation  thereof,  sucli  timber  as  maybe  grow-      22Kb. 

ing  or  to  gi'ow  liereafter  upon  the  said  land  which  may  be  deemed 

fit  for  naval  purposes  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Crown, 

and  paying  an  annual  quit-rent  of  one  shilling  after  the  expiration  Quit  rent. 

of  the  term  or  time  of  ten  years  before  mentioned. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the 
seal  of  the  territory,  at  Government  House,  Sychiey,  in 
the  territoiy  of  New  South  Wales,  this  twenty-second 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

A.  Phillip. 
Signed  and  sealed  in  our  presence, — 

Geo.  Johnston. 

Jxo.  Palmer.  /^     ^\ 

Joiix  White.  f    i^-S.   j 

By  command  of  his  Excellency,  ^-^^^^ 

David  Collixs,  Secretarv. 


Mr.  Robert  Biddulph  to  Goverxor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Calcutta,  February  28th,  1792.  2SFeb. 

Tho'  circumstances  that  Mr.  Bowen  may  perhaps  take  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  to  your  Excellency  have  prevented  me 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  supply  of  provisions  at  present  Provisions 
shipping  for  the  colony  under  your  command,  I  have  l)y  no  means  ^'^°'"  '"''"'• 
given  up  my  intention  of  ottering  my  services  to  you  and  his 
Majesty's  ministers  at  home.  By  the  letter  Avhich  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  write  me  in  conjunction  with  Messrs.  Lambert  and 
Ross,  I  considered  the  Atlantic  as  consigned  to  us,  as  did  those 
gentlemen  also ;  the  affair  took  anotlier  turn,  and  after  much  con- 
sultation and  speculation  on  the  subject  an  offer  Avas  made  by 
Messrs.  Lambert  and  Ross,  entirely  unknown  to  me,  whicli  has 
been  accepted. 

The  present  supply  is  so  small  an  object  that  I  mention  it  for 
no  other  reason  than  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  observing  that 
my  exclusion  has  not  been  voluntary,  as  the  business  upon  the 
grounds  it  has  been  concluded  was  never  made  known  to  me. 
Had  it  been  so  I  should  have  taken  my  part  in  it  under  the  ex- 
pectation that  it  would  have  been  continued  to  more  favourable 
j  times.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  tender  my  services  to  your  Excellency  offirof 
j  and  the  colony,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  ofl'er  tliem  to  his '*^'^^"""^*" 
Majesty's  ministers  in  Europe,  being  now  aV)out  to  return  there. 

The  offer  I  have  now  the  honour  to  make  is  on  my  own  account, 
and  on  tlie  same  terms  as  my  joint  offer  witli  Messrs.  Lambert  and  Tenus. 
Ross,  and  any  orders  in  consequence  which  your  Excellency  may 
2q 
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An  explana- 
tion. 


Samples 
forwarded. 


please  to  address  to  me  in  Calcutta  will  be  duly  attended  to  by  my 
attornies,  Messrs.  King  and  Johnson,  who  are  regularly  authorized 
to  act  for  me  in  such  cases  during  my  absence. 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  an  explanation  of 
one  part  of  my  conduct,  which  may  perhaps  be  construed  to  ex- 
clude me  from  any  future  claim,  "  that  I  refused  to  enter  into  any 
warrantee."  Delivering  the  articles  required  at  prices  to  be  certi- 
fied by  the  commanding  ofiicei',  I  certainly  did  so,  as  did  likewise 
Messrs.  Lambert  and  Ross ;  but  as  the  terms  of  the  original  offer 
was  never  suggested  to  me,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  I 
have  declined  adhering  to  them. 

Mr.  Bowen  does  me  the  favour  to  carry  a  sample  of  cloathing 
of  various  kinds,  which  I  will  deliver  at  New  South  Wales  at  the 
following  rates,  viz.  : — Shirts,  Is.  4|d.  (one  shilling  and  fourpence 
half-penny) ;  trowsers,  3s.  5d.  (three  shillings  and  fivepence)  ;  shoes, 
3s.  6d.  (three  shillings  and  sixpence) ;  frocks,  4s.  (four  shillings). 

I  have,  etc., 

ROBT.    BiDDULPH. 


29  Feb. 


Neglect  of 

])ublic 

worship. 


Service  in 
the  open  air. 


Injury  to 
health. 


The  Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Extract  from  a  letter  received  from  the  Rev.  Richard  Johnson, 
chaplain  at  Botany  Bay.  Dated,  Sydney,  Feb.  29,  1792. 
There  is  another  thing  which  I  beg  leave  to  relate  to  your 
Excellency,  and  that  is  tlie  manner  in  which  the  holy  Sabbath  is 
observed.  I  have  often  lamented,  and  not  seldom  complained,  of 
the  thinness  of  the  congregation ;  sometimes  not  one-half,  one- 
third,  and  sometimes  one-fourth  of  the  convicts  (especially  the 
women)  present.  Many  of  the  officers,  both  civil  and  military, 
and  I  may  add  of  the  naval  and  merchant  line,  too,  have  fre- 
quently apologised  for  their  non-attendance,  and  have  assigned 
as  the  cause  the  want  of  a  convenient  place  of  worship. 

We  have  been  here  now  above  four  years,  and  the  fir.st  time  we 
had  public  service  at  Port  Jackson  I  found  things  much  more 
comfortable  for  myself  and  for  the  congregation  (for  whom  I 
would  ever  feel  as  for  myself  in  such  circumstances)  than  I  did 
last  Sunday,  for  then  we  had  the  advantage  of  the  trees  to  shelter 
us  from  the  sun  ;  but  now  we  were  wholly  exposed  to  the  weather ; 
first  to  the  rain,  which  I  was  fearful  would  have  made  me  dismiss 
the  people,  and  afterwards  to  the  wind  and  sun.  On  this  account, 
sir,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  persons,  whether  of  higher  or 
lower  rank,  come  so  seldom  and  so  reluctantly  to  public  worship. 
I  have,  not  seldom,  found  very  great  inconveniences  attending  it 
myself.  I  have,  which  I  must  in  a  great  degree  attribute  to  this, 
contracted  a  deafness  which  I  am  very  apprehensive  I  shall  never 
get  the  better  of,  and  repeatedly  for  a  day  or  two  after  I  have 
been  thus  exposed  I  have  been  very  unwell,  and  quite  unfit  and 
unable  to  attend  to  my  duty. 
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I  neither  wish  or  mean  to  interfere  with  any  thing  that  does       1792 
not  concern  myself ;  but  as  the  clergyman  of  the  colony,  and  as      29  Feb. 
intrusted  with  the  spiritual  charge  of  those  unhappy  people  around  chuJ^s 
us,  I  submit  it  to  your  Excellency's  own  consideration  whether,  should  be 
before  the  approaching  winter,  some  place  should  not  be  thought  ^""*' 
of  and  built  both  here  and  at  the  new  settlement  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  public  worship. 


Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  March  19th,  1792.       19  March. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
marked  No.  1,  and  dated  the  5th  of  July,  '91,*  by  the  Pitt,  in 
which  ship  Major  Grose  arrived  with  the  company  of  the  New  Arrival  of 
South  Wales  Corps.      The  Pitt  arrived   here  the   14th  of  last  ^ajor Grose, 
month,  had  been  very  sickly  on  the  passage,  and  bui-ied  thirteen 
soldiers,  seven  seamen,  twenty  male  convicts,  and  nine  women. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  male  convicts  were  sick  when  landed.  Sick 
but  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  finding  those  who  have  been  received  <=<""''°^- 
from  the  Pitt  less  emaciated,  and  in  appearance  fitter  for  lalxtur, 
than  most  of  those  who  have  been  hitherto  received. 

In  proceeding  to  answer  your  letter,  I  have,  sir,  to  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  mine  by  the  Supply,  armed  tender,  and  by  his  Majesty's 
ship  Gorgon  ;  they  will  show  the  state  of  the  colony,  the  necessary  state  of  the 
articles  of  which  we  stand  in  need,  my  reasons  for  sending  the  '•■°'°"J'- 
Supply  to  England,  and  the  Atlantic,  store-ship,  to  Calcutta ;  also 
what  may  be  expected  from  this  settlement  respecting  the  raising 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  flour  and  maize  for  the  support  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  great  necessity  of  sending  out  a  proper  person 
to  be  charged  with  the  culture  of  the  ground  and  with  the  grain 
which  is  raised,  until  it  is  deliver'd  to  the  Commissary,  has  also 
been  mentioned  in  those  letters,  there  not  being  any  person  in 
this  settlement  properly  qualified  for  that  charge. 

Returns  have  been  made  by  the  Commissary  of  what  provisions  Provisions 
have  been  rec'd  from  the  different  ships  and  from  Batavia ;  but  ""eceived. 
none  have  ever  been  received  from  Calcutta,  and  from  the  length 
of  time  since  a  supply  from  that  quarter  was  mentioned,  I  had  gi\en 
up  all  expectation  of  it  before  the  Atlantic  was  sent  from  hence. 

The  vessel  sent  out  in  frames  has  been  landed,  and  I  hope  that  Small  vessel 
we  shall  be  able  to  set  her  up ;  but  for  doing  which  we  have  only  g^tlon. 
three  or  four  ordinary  shipwrights,  and  it  is  much  to  l)e  regi'etted 
that  the  Navy  Board  did  not  judge  it  necessaiy  to  send  out  one 
or  two  good  shipwrights ;  and  all  vessels  intended  to  remain  for 
any  time  in  this  country  should  be  coppered,  as  wooden  bottoms 
will  be  destroyed  by  the  wormes  in  less  than  t\v«j  years. 

When  this  vessel  is  set  up,  she  must  remain  until  proper  people  Nocrow^ 
can  be  found  to  man  her.     I  have,  sir,  in  my  former  letters  given 

•  Ante,  p.  49C. 
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an  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  ships  employed  on  this  station 
being  commanded  by  King's  officers,  and  from  them  small  vessels 
may  be  manned  •  but  no  dependance  can  be  placed  on  convicts. 

Many  great  inconveniences  attend  our  being  -without  any  sliip 
on  this  station,  and  I  should  have  retained  the  Supply  until  that 
vessel  liad  been  relieved ;  but  the  carpenters  who  were  on  the  survey 
were  of  opinion  that  after  her  going  once  to  Norfolk  Island  repairs 
would  be  necessary  which  could  not  be  given  in  this  country  ; 
consequently  the  Supply,  if  not  sent  home,  must  have  remained 
useless  in  the  harbour,  and  I  had  not  any  use  for  her  seamen. 

The  Gorgon  sailed  from  hence  the  18th  day  of  December,  since 
which  not  any  material  change  has  happened  ;  and  I  am  very 
sorry  to  say  that  most  of  the  convicts  who  were  received  by  the 
last  ships*  still  continue  in  the  same  debilitated  state  in  which 
they  were  landed,  and  of  whom,  in  less  than  seven  months,  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  men  have  died.f  In  the  seven  months 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  those  ships,  the  deaths  were  nineteen.  Tlie 
returns  of  sick  this  day  is — civil  and  military,  eighteen ;  male 
convicts,  three  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  and  females,  seventeen. 

Tlie  want  of  cloathing  and  of  many  articles  which  the  Com- 
missary lias  demanded  makes  me  anxious  for  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  which  was  to  follow  the  Pitt.  We  have  not  tools  sufficient 
for  the  people,  and  the  cloathing  which  has  been  rec'd  for  the  use 
of  the  convicts  is  so  very  slight  that  most  of  the  people  are  naked 
a  few  weeks  after  they  have  been  cloathed. 

The  Commissary's  return  will  show  the  quantity  of  provisions 
remaining  in  store,  and  you  will,  sir,  easily  conceive  how  much 
this  colony  must  have  been  thrown  back,  and  still  suffers,  from 
havinfj  been  for  such  a  lenrrth  of  time  at  a  reduced  ration.  I  am 
very  sensible  that  the  colony  would  have  been  liberally  supplied 
with  every  necessary  but  from  events  which  could  not  have  been 
foreseen ;  still,  sir,  the  inconveniences  are  felt,  and  people  are 
dispirited,  particularly  the  settlers,  for  whom  live  stock  is  much 
wanted,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  support  themselves  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time  for  which  they  are  to  be  supported  from 
the  public  store  (eighteen  months).  The  publick  live  stock  is 
not  sufficient  for  those  settlers  to  whom  I  liave  already  granted 
land ;  what  may  be  expected  by  the  Dfedalus  is,  I  fear,  very 
uncertain,  and,  at  any  rate,  not  to  be  looked  for  this  year.  It  is 
also  to  be  appreliended  that  the  Daedalus,  after  so  long  a  voyage, 
may  stand  in  need  of  considerable  repairs,  and  the  best  carpenters 
we  have  had  in  this  settlement  have  left  it. 

I  have,  sir,  long  hoped  to  see  a  ship,  or  a  couple  of  ships,  sent 
from  England  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  live  stock  to  this  colony, 

*  Atlantic,  Matilda,  Active,  Queen,  Britannia. 

t  The  mortality  continued.    From  1st  January  to  31st  December,  436  convicts  died— 418 
males,  18  females. 
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and  beg  leave  to  observe  that  if  such  a  ship  as  the  Gorgon  was  to       1792 
be  properly  fitted  in  England,  with  only  half-a-dozen  guns  mounted,  19  siardi. 
she  would  be  able  to  bring  ten  times  more  live  stock  than  the  colony 
has  hitherto  received;  but  then  I  suppose  no  live  stock  to  be  on 
board  such  ship  when  she  leaves  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  but  what  is 
on  the  public  account  and  intended  to  be  landed  in  the  settlement. 

A  few  draft  horses,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  asses,  with  two  Horses, 
or  three  English  rams,  are  much  wanted,  and  the  English  ewes  gheg^j',^"** 
would  do  better  in  this  country  than  the  Cape  ewes,  wliicli  grow 
too  fat  to  breed.  The  above  animals,  with  cows,  ewes,  swine,  and 
a  couple  of  bulls,  are  the  only  stock  wanted.  What  we  received 
from  the  Gorgon  thrives  well,  but  unfortunately  all  the  bulls  died 
on  the  passage,  and  we  have  not  one  in  the  colony. 

I  have,  sir,  in  all  my  letters  pointed  out  the  great  advantages 
which  would  attend  our  having  a  few  intelligent  farmers  as  settlers.  Farmers  as 
They  would  do  more  for  the  colony  than  five  hundred  settlers  from  ^^*^'*^*^- 
soldiers  or  convicts,  very  few  of  whom  are  calculated  for  the  life 
they  must  necessarily  lead  in  this   country,   where  they  are  so 
entirely  cut  off  from  the  gratifications  in  which  most  of  them  have 
always  placed  their  happiness  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  so  great  an 
encouragement  is  necessary  to  be  given  at  present  to  settlers  who 
may  be  sent  out  as  there  was  at  first.     I  think  those  who  are  to  be 
supported  from  the  public  store  should  not  receive  that  support  for  Support 
more  than  eighteen  months,   in  the  room  of  two  years,  as  I  find  puwic'store. 
proposed,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  eighteen  months  they 
should  return  all  the  convicts  they  may  have  been  allowed,  or  pay 
for  their  hire  {in  grain)  if  they  retained  them  any  longer. 

What  I  feared  from  the  kind  of  settlers  I  have  been  oblicfed  to  Unsatisfac- 
accept  has  happened  in  several  instances.  They  have  grown  tired  ""^-^  ^"^  ^"' 
of  a  life  so  different  to  that  in  which  they  had  been  brought  up, 
and  wish  to  give  up  their  gi-ounds,  or  have  sold  the  little  live  stock 
they  had  raised  to  i)rocure  articles  from  which  they  do  not  reap 
any  real  benefit,  and  which  they  find  means  of  getting  from  the 
ships.  But,  of  fifty-eight  settlers  who  have  been  placed  round 
Parramatta,  only  half-a-dozen  have  hitherto  come  under  this 
description,  and  four  convicts,  whose  times  being  expired,  became 
settlers,  now  support  a  convict  each,  who  works  for  them. 

One  settler  went  away  when  the  last  ships  sailed,  and  two  more 
have  left  their  grounds  and  gone  on  board  the  Pitt,  and  I  have 
just  received  an  account  of  twenty-two  men  and  nine  women  who 
are  received  on  board  that  ship,  the  terms  for  which  tliey  had  been 
sentenced  being  expired.  Thus  will  the  best  people  always  IjeThobcst 
carried  away,  for  those  who  cannot  be  received  on  board  tlie  ships  {.'arried 
as  seamen  or  carpenters  pay  for  their  passage.  ""''>■• 

The  maize,   which  is  now  getting  in,  turns  out  much  better 
than  could  have  been  expected  from  the  dry  weather  and  the  late  Corn  mills 
season  in  which  it  was  put  into  the  ground.     ]Mills  for  grinding  «"  m'^''" 
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this  grain  are  much  wanted.  The  iron  mills  which  have  been 
sent  out  are  very  soon  rendered  useless  ;  they  are  said  to  be  not 
of  the  best  kind,  and  the  people  who  use  them  cannot  be  supposed 
to  be  the  most  careful.  A  windmill  will  save  an  inlinite  deal  of 
labour. 

The  wheat  of  last  year  (about  four  hundred  bushels)  has  been 
issued  to  the  people  ;  the  wheat  of  this  year's  growth,  which  is 
estimated  at  five  hundred  bushels,  and  seventy  bushels  of  barley, 
will  be  kept  for  seed.  I  suppose  that  aboiit  nine  hundred  acres 
of  ground  will  be  sowed  this  year  with  maize  and  wheat ;  but 
little  labour  is  done  at  present,  for  the  people  are  in  general  very 
weak.  The  ration  now  issued  is,  to  a  man  for  seven  days,  five 
pounds  of  flour  and  four  pounds  of  pork  ;  at  which  ration  we 
have  flour  for  fifty-two  days  and  pork  for  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  days. 

At  Norfolk  Island,  from  a  mistake  made  by  the  storekeeper, 
they  did  not  receive  their  full  proportion  of  beef  and  pork  when 
the  last  supplies  were  sent  to  the  island  ;  but  seven  weeks'  beef 
and  thirteen  weeks'  pork  (at  the  established  ration),  with  what 
stores  and  cloathing  can  be  .spared,  are  now  shipped  on  board  the 
Pitt,  and  that  ship  will  sail  for  the  island  in  a  few  days.  The 
owners  of  the  Pitt  are  to  be  paid  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds 
freight  for  the  provisions,  etc.,  which  the  ship  carries  ;  and  the 
master  having  ofter'd  to  proceed  to  Calcutta,  and  take  his  chance 
of  being  hired  to  bring  the  provisions  to  this  settlement  which 
have  been  oi'dered  by  the  Atlantic,  if  from  any  accident  that  ship 
should  have  been  prevented  reaching  Calcutta,  I  have  availed 
myself  of  his  ofler,  it  not  being  attended  with  any  expence  to  the 
Crown.  He  proceeds  to  Calcutta  immediately  after  landing  what 
he  has  on  board  for  Norfolk  Island,  and  I  have  sent  duplicates  of 
my  letters  which  went  by  the  Atlantic  to  Lord  Cornwallis  and 
Messrs.  Lambert  &  Co.,  from  whom  the  provisions  were  to  be 
purchased,  so  that  we  may  be  pretty  certain  of  receiving  the  flour 
and  pease  which  have  been  ordered  ;  but  I  shall  not  think  it 
necessary  to  send  for  any  further  supplies,  as  I  understand  by 
your  letter  that  another  ship  was  to  follow  the  Pitt,  and  that  the 
colony  would  be  furnished  with  what  might  be  judged  requisite. 

If  it  should  appear  that  I  have  too  frequently  adverted  to  our 
wants,  my  being  probed  by  the  wants  of  every  individual,  and 
what  I  feel  still  more,  the  knowing  how  much  might  have  been 
done  in  the  time  I  have  been  in  this  country,  and  in  how  very 
diflferent  a  state  it  would  have  been  had  we  been  more  fortunate 
\n  receiving  the  necessary  supplies  and  a  few  intelligent  men,  so 
very  requisite  in  a  young  colony,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my  excuse. 

The  extraordinai-y  accounts  which  have  been  given  of  this 
country  have  induced  me  frequently  to  enter  into  little  details 
wch,  I  thought  might  lead  to  the  forming  a  just  opinion  of  it. 
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And  I  now,  sir,  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter*  which  does  not,  I       ^'^ 
believe,  give  a  mox-e  favorable  account  of  the  soil  than  what  it    19  March, 
deserves,    for    when   I   ordered    the  ground    to   be    examined    I  Rcp^rton 
particularly  directed  the  report  to  be   made  with  such  caution  the  soil. 
that  on  any  future  examination  the  soil  might  appear  in  every 
part  to  be  to  the  full  as  good  as  it  should  be  represented. 

The  person  who  has  examined  the  ground  was  sent  out  in  the 
Gorgon  as  a  superintendant,  was  brought  up  a  gardener,  and  has 
been  for  several  months  employed  in  sui-veying  and  marking  out 
allotments  of  land  for  the  settlers,  and  he  is  a  very  steady  man, 
and  may  be  supposed  to  be  a  much  better  judge  of  the  good  or  Agrood 
bad  qualities  of  the  ground  than  any  of  those  persons  who  have  ^"  ^^' 
hitherto  given  their  opinions.  I  have,  &c., 

[Enclosure.]  ^-  Phillip. 

Parramatta,  February  24th,  1792. 
In   obedience  to  your  Excellency's  dii-ections,  I  have  attended  to 
the  land  at  and   round   Parramatta,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
where  the  thirteen  settlers  are,  at  the  foot  of  Prospect  Hill,  the  land 
is  excellent.     It  is  a  black  rich  light  soil,  in  depth  from  fourteen  Rich  light 
to  twenty  inches,  and  for  a  considerable  distance  to  the  southward,  '*°'^' 
westward,  and  eastward  of  those  settlei's  the  land  is  very  good. 

Where  the  four  settlers   at  the   northern  farm   are,   and  for 
several  miles  to  the  northward  and  to  the  eastward  of  them,  the 
ground  is  very  excellent.     It  is  a  fine  rich  clammy  light  loam.  Fine  loam, 
from  fifteen  inches  to  two  feet  in  depth. 

Round  the  fifteen  settlei-s  at  the  Ponds,  at  the  Field  of  Mars, 
where  the  eight  marine  settlers  are  placed,  and  where  the  nine 
eastern  settlers  are,  the  land  is  a  very  good  light  loam  of  a  Light  loam, 
middling  depth.  Ruse's,  Williams's,  and  Stewart's  grounds  are 
exceeding  good  ;  SchafFer's,  Webb's,  and  Reid's  allotments  are 
of  a  middling  quality,  inclining  to  a  loamy  sand. 

It  appears  to  me  that  all  the  above  settlers  will  succeed  very  Good 
well,  excepting  two  at  Prospect  Hill — John  Silverthorn,  who  p'"°*p®''  *• 
employs  his  time  chiefly  in  working  for  the  other  settlers,  and 
Thos.  ]Martin,  a  person  entirely  ignorant  respecting  agriculture  ; 
and  at  the  Ponds,  Thos.  Kelly,  Jos.  Marshall,  and  Edward  Elliott  ; 
they  are  persons  who  cultivate  their  ground  in  a  very  slovenly 
manner,  and  are  very  dilatory. 

The  above  five  named  have  complained  that  their  ground  is  bad,  fj'^f^^l^^l 
and  will  produce  nothing.      I  have  carefully  examined  into  it,  and 
I  find  it   to  proceed  from  the  before-mentioned  causes,  and  not 
from  sterility  in  the  soil. 

I  likewise  have  attended  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  at  the  new  ^'•^"tvof 
farms,  where  I  find  several  hundred,  yea,  some  thousands,  of  acres  '^'^ 
of  very  good  land  fit  for  cultivating. 

*  From  Mr.  David  P.urton,  Superiiiteiident  at  Parraiimtta.      llf  died  from  a  gunshot 
wound  received  accidentally  while  shooting,  13  April,  ll'Ji. 
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The  ground  in  cultivation  at  Parramatta  is  good,  inclining  to 
sand,  and  the  greatest  part  of  what  is  enclosed  for  cattle  is  of  a 
middling  quality,  very  fit  for  pasture. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  here  that  where  the  different  species  of 
red  gum-trees  grow  the  earth  has  a  great  portion  of  oils  mixed 
with  it,  and  unless  the  ground  is  properly  worked  and  turned  over 
to  meliorate  and  disolve  those  oils,  the  first  crop  will  come  to 
little  account,  David  Burton, 

.  Superintendent. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon,  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  March,  1792. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  appointed 
Mr.  Fane  Edge,  who  has  for  some  time  done  the  duty  of  Town 
Adjutant  at  this  place,  to  be  Provost-Marshall  of  Norfolk  Island, 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  is  known ;  such  an  officer  being  much 
wanted  on  the  island,  and  the  person  I  have  appointed  being 
properly  qualified  for  that  office,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him 
for  a  confirmation  of  the  appointment,  with  such  salary  as  may  be 
judged  proper. 

I  have,  sir,  also  appointed  Mr.  Richard  Atkins*  to  be  Registrar 
of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Commissary 
Miller,  deceased,  who  held  that  office,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend 
him  likewise  for  confirmation.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Cornwallis. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  March,  1792. 
I  had  the  honour  of  communicating  to  your  Lordship  the 
instructions  I  had  received  from  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  respecting  any  supplies  which  might 
be  purchased  in  India  for  the  use  of  this  colony  by  Lieutenant 
Bowen,  a  naval  agent,  who  sailed  from  hence  in  October,  1791, 
with  orders  to  proceed  to  Calcutta  in  the  Atlantic,  store-ship,  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  flour  and  pease  for  the  use  of  this 
settlement.  Since  the  departure  of  that  ship  the  Pitt  has  arrived 
at  this  port,  and  after  landing  her  cargo  was  to  have  gone  to 
Madrass  and  Bombay  on  the  owners'  account ;  but  her  commander 
having  offered  to  proceed  first  to  Calcutta,  at  the  risk  and  expence 
of  the  owners  of  the  ship,  in  order  to  take  his  chance  of  being 
hired  by  Messrs.  Lambert,  Ross,  and  Biddulph,  to  bring  provisions 
to  this  settlement  if,  unfortunately,  any  accident  should  have 
Instructions  happened  to  the  Atlantic  in  her  passage  from  hence,  I  have  availed 
Lgent.^  myself  of  that  offer,  and  have  the  honour  to  inclose  your  Lordship 

a  copy  of  my  former  letter,  and  the  instructions  given  the  agent 
for  procuring  the  necessary  quantity  of  provisions. 

A.  Phillip. 


Supplies 
from  India. 


*  Afterwards  Jud2;e-Ad\'ocate. 
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GovERxou  Phillip  to  Messrs.  Lambert,  Ross,  and  BiDDrLPii,       1792 
Gentlemen,         Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  March,  1792.        20  March. 
I  wrote  you  by  the  Atlantic,  store-shi}),  which  sailed  from 
hence  the  26tli  of  last  October,  under  the  orders  of  the  Naval 
Agent,  Lieutenant  llichard  Bowen,  who  was  instructed  to  apply 
to  you  on  his  arrival  at  Calcutta  for  the  provisions  Avhich  were 
wanted  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  Provisions 
which  were  pointed  out  in  his  instructions,  copies  of  which,  as  well  "''""^  ' 
as  of  my  former  letter,  are  enclosed. 

Since  the  Atlantic  sailed  the  Pitt  has  arrived  here,  and  having 
landed  her  cai'go  was  to  have  proceeded,  on  the  account  of  her 
owners,  to  Madrass  and  Bombay ;  but  her  commander  having 
offered  to  proceed  first  to  Calcutta,  in  order  to  offer  the  ship  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  provisions  to  this  settlement  which 
have  been  ordered  by  the  Atlantic,  if  that  ship  should  unfortu-  Conditions, 
nately  have  met  with  any  accident  in  her  passage  from  hence, 
which  may  have  prevented  her  arrival  at  Calcutta,  I  have 
availed  myself  of  that  offer  ;  but  in  that  case  would  wish  to  receive 
the  provisions  wanted,  on  the  conditions  proposed  by  you  in  a 
letter  to  Lord  Sydney,  dated  from  Calcutta,  the  19th  of  August, 
1790,  that  is  at  a  stipulated  price,  the  freight  and  risk  being  on 
your  account. 

You  will  see  by  what  I  have  already  said,  that  no  kind  of 
engagement  or  promise  has  been  made  which  any  ways  binds  you 
to  give  the  preference  to  the  Pitt,  if  unfortunately  the  Atlantic 
has  not  arrived,  but  in  which  case  I  have  to  request  that  no  time  No  time  to 
may  be  lost  in  forwarding  the  supplies  which  have  been  demanded,  '^^  '°^''" 
and  if  the  Atlantic  has  left  Calcutta,  unless  you  have  received 
directions  from  England  for  sending  provisions  to  this  settlement, 
nothing  more  is  immediately  wanted,  Ijut  what  has  been  ordered 
by  the  Atlantic,  as  I  presume  further  supplies  will  be  sent  from 
Europe.  A.  Phillip. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Hunter. 
Sir,  22nd  March,  1792.        -i-i  March. 

I  received  on  the  26tli  of  June  la.st  your  letter  of  the  27th 
of  August  preceding,  giving  an  account  of  the  lo.ss  of  his  Majesty's  The  sirius, 
ship  Sirius,  late  under  your  command  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  of 
your  proceedings  in  consequence  thereof,  and  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  the  same  to  my  Lords 
Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y,  I  am,  &c., 

P.S. 

The  Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Extracts  from  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Richard  Johnson,  dated 

Port  Jackson,  March  2:}rd,  1792.  2^  M'^'-ch. 

As   to   my  habitati(m   I  am  very  well   .satisiied  ;    it  is  ]iretty  TheChap- 
commodious   and  convenient — few    Ijetter  provided    for    in    this  ''""''*  ''""*•"• 


602 


HISTORICAL   RECOEDS   OP   NEW   SOUTH   WALES. 


1792 

23  March. 


Dear 
provisions. 


No  labour. 


Duties  of 
Chaplain. 


No  places  of 
worship. 


An  old  boat- 
house. 


respect  in  the  colony  than  myself.  My  principal  family  com- 
plaint is,  that  I  cannot  better  provide  for  them.  We  are  now 
eight  in  number,  and  Mi^s.  J.  at  this  time  far  gone  with  child. 
Our  allowance  at  present  is  scanty,  and  is  likely  to  be  still  less. 
'Tis  seldom  we  can  get  a  fresh  meal,  and  then  in  general  it  is  at 
a  dear  rate.  Fresh  pork,  one  shilling  per  &.  ;  a  moderate  size 
fowl,  three,  four,  or  five  shillings,  and  sometimes  more ;  Indian 
corn,  ten  shillings  a  bushel.  Everything  else,  whether  from  on  ship 
or  on  shore,  in  the  same  proportion.  Have  frequently  asked  to  have 
the  privilege  of  a  man  to  shoot  for  m.e  now  and  then ;  this  favour 
I  never  have  been  granted. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Juliana  in  June,  1780  [1790],  his 
Excellency  told  me  that  four  hundred  acres  were  to  be  measui'ed 
out  as  church  ground.  This  was  measured  out  at  that  time^,  but 
to  this  day  he  has  not  been  able  to  let  me  have  any  help  to  culti- 
vate it,  neither  has  there  been  so  much  as  a  tree  fallen  upon  it.  I 
cannot  suppose  Government  meant  for  me  to  use  axe  or  spade 
myself,  but  this  I  have  done  day  after  day  ;  otherwise,  bad  as  my 
situation  is,  it  would  have  been  still  worse.  I  mention  this  cir- 
cumstance, being  aware  that  the  sound  of  four  hundred  acres  will 
appear  great.  But  what,  sir,  are  four  hundred  or  four  thousand 
acres  full  of  large  green  trees,  unless  some  convicts  be  allowed  to 
cultivate  it  ? 

I  did  not  come  out  here  as  an  overseer  or  as  a  farmer.  I  have 
other  things  more,  much  more  important,  to  attend  to.  My  duty 
as  a  clergyman  fully  takes  up  all  my  time.  Neither  will  my  con- 
stitution admit  of  it — this  is  much  impaired  since  I  came  into 
this  country,  and  at  this  very  time  I  feel  such  rheumatic  pains 
and  weakness  that  I  can  scarcely  go  through  the  duties  of  my 
office.  This  brings  me  to  mention  another  circumstance.  I  have 
to  perform  divine  service  at  three  different  places,  vizt.,  q.t  Sydney, 
Parramatta,  and  at  a  settlement  about  three  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  Parramatta,  and  at  never  a  one  of  these  three  places  is 
there  to  this  day  any  place  of  worship  erected,  nor  so  much  as 
talked  of.  The  last  time  I  preached  at  Sydney  was  in  the  open 
air.  On  the  11th  instant  we  could  not  have  service  at  all, 
because  of  the  rain.  Next  Sunday,  if  the  weather  will  permit, 
we  shall  assemble  in  an  old  boat-house  close  by  the  water-side, 
the  sides  and  ends  quite  open.  I  declare  to  you  it  is  a  place  not 
fit  or  safe  for  a  stable  or  a  cow-house,  and  I  declare  further, 
owing  to  the  violent  pain  I  this  moment,  and  have  all  this  day 
felt  in  my  temples,  &c.,  I  dread  Sunday  coming,  aware  of  the 
danger  and  the  consequences  I  have  to  expect.  By  the  grace  of 
God,  however,  I  am  resolved  to  go  on  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
till  I  can  hold  out  no  longer,  and  then  I  must  give  up  and  leave 
this  miserable  people  to  spend  their  Sabbaths  in  a  manner  wholly 
like  heathens. 
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Last  spring  there  was  the  foundation  of  a  church  laid  at 
Parramatta  ;  before  it  was  finished  it  was  converted  into  a  jail  or 
a  lock-up  house,  and  now  it  is  converted  into  a  granary.  Have 
had  this  place  to  perform  divine  service  in  for  several  Sundays ; 
but  now  are  again  turned  out,  and  must  again  turn  tield-preacher 
there  also.  I  go  up  to  Parramatta  as  usual  once  a  fortnight — the 
distance  by  water  about  fourteen  miles.  Generally  go  up  on  the 
Saturday — sometimes  four,  five,  six  hours  upon  the  water.  On 
Sunday  morning  early  I  now  ride  up  to  the  new  settlement ; 
preach  in  the  open  air  about  seven  o'clock  to  about  six  hundred 
convicts  ;  at  ten  and  four  in  the  afternoon  I  preach  at  Parramatta. 
I  fear,  however,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  continue  this  much  longer, 
especially  as  the  winter  is  now  approaching,  unless  some  places  be 
erected  for  the  purpose.  Besides  my  public  duty  I  have  to  visit 
the  sick,  which  at  present  both  at  Sydney  and  at  Parramatta  are 
a  great  many ;  numbers  dying  every  day.  Last  month  above 
sixty  died,  and  I  fear  before  this  expires  there  will  be  again  near 
the  same  number. 

In  different  letters  which  I  have  lately  received,  my  friends 
seem  to  intimate  that  I  meant  to  return  home  soon.  I  know  not 
for  what  reason  they  have  formed  such  conjectures.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  ever  given  them  any  reason  to  think  so.  I  have 
not  so  much  as  thought  of  returning,  at  least  as  yet ;  but  this  I 
must  be  free  to  tell  you,  that  if  things  are  not  made  more  com- 
fortable for  me  in  those  matters  that  I  have  above  complained  of, 
I  shall  certainly  think  it  my  duty  to  write  home  to  be  relieved, 
as  I  am  pretty  well  aware  I  cannot  stand  it  many  years  longer, 
as  things  are  at  present  conducted. 


1792 
23  Marcli. 


A  fleld- 
preachcr. 


Buildings 
necessarv. 


The  sick 
and  djiiig'. 


A  change  in- 
dispensab'e. 


General  Return,  New  South  Wales  Corps,  March  26tli,  1792.       26  March. 
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Return  of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  Marcli  26tli,  1792. 


Major-Commandant — 

Francis  Grose  . .         

Captains  — 

Nicholas  Nepean          

William  Hill 

William  Paterson        

Joseph  Foveaux          

Lieutenants — 

John  McArthur           

John  Townson 

Edward  Abhott            

William  Beckwith        

John  Thomas  Prentice          

Lieutenii.nt  and  Adjutant — 

Thomas  Rowley           

Ensigns- 
William  Cumminfjs 

John  Clephan 

John  Piper         

Neil  McKellar 

Chaplain — 

James  Bain       

Quarter-master — 

Thomas  Laycock          

Surj^eon  - 

John  Harris      . .         . .          

Surgeon's  Mate- 
Edward  Laing 
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A.  Phillip. 


Lambert  Ross  and  Co.  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 
Sir,  Calcutta,  28th  March,  1792. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Phillip  having  thought  proper  in 
conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  to 
send  the  Atlantic,  store-ship,  to  this  place,  for  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions for  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  under  the  direction  of 
Lieut.  Richd.  Bowmen  of  his  Majesty's  na^y,  as  naval  agent,  and 
his  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  address  the  said  ship  to  us 
and  Mr.  Robert  Biddulph,  in  consequence  of  our  joint  letter  and 
proposals  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for  the  Home  Department, 
dated  August,  1790,*  which  we  have  been  given  to  understand 
had  been  approved  of.  We  now  presume  to  address  you,  sir, 
upon  the  subject,  tho'  we  doubt  not  but  Lieut.  Bowen  hath 
fully  informed  his  Majesty's  ministers  on  the  steps  which  have 
been  taken  for  carrying  into  eflect  tlie  instructions  and  orders  of 
his  Excellency  Governor  Phillip.  We  shall  beg  leave,  therefore, 
briefly   to    state    that   on   the   arrival  of   Lieut.   Bowen  in  the 

*  Not  avaUable. 
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Atlantic,  and  V)eing  honoured  with  the  coinniands  of  liis  Excellency        1792 
Governor  Phillip,  we  communicated  with  i\lr.  ihddulph  on  the   -JS  March, 
subject  (whose  connection  with  us  had  for  some  time  before  ceased) 
and  were  concerting  measures  for  carrying  them  into  ettect,  when  we 
received  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Bowen  informing  us  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  had  instructed  this  Government  in  what  manner  the  sup-  The  Indian 
plies  for  New  South  Wales  were  to  be  furnished,  and  that  the  orders  menu" 
of  his  ExcellencyGovernor  Phillip  were,  in  conse([uence,  superseded. 

Immediately  upon  this  the  Government  here  advertised   for  Tenders 
proposals  of  contract,  to  be  tendered  for  supplies  of  the  different  '"^' 
species  of  provisions  wanted  for  tlie  colony  ;  but  none  having  been 
offered  that  were  thought  advisable  to  Vje  accepted,  Lieut.  Bowen 
found   himself  very  unpleasantly   situated  ;  for,    after  applying  so  offers, 
individually  to  every  mercantile  house  in  town,  none  of  them 
would  undertake  to  furnish  the  supplies.     Chagrined  as  we  had 
been  by  the  supersession  of  that  confidence,  we  flattered  ourselves 
it   had  been   the  intention  of   his   Majesty's  ministers  and   of 
Governor  Phillip  to  repose  in  us,  we  yet  felt  for  the  disagreeable 
predicament  in  which  Lieut.  Bowen  found  himself,  and  for  the 
necessities  of  the  colony  ;  prompted   therefore  by  our  zeal    for 
the  public  good,  we  made  a  pi'oposal  to  Lieut.  Bowen,  founded  a  proposal 
upon  the   principle  of  those  we  had   the  honour  of  submitting  '"    ®" 
jointly  with  Mr.  Biddulph  to  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers ;  adhering  as  nearly  to  the  spirit  of  them  as"  circum- 
stances would  admit,  and  undertaking  to  furnish  the  supply  on 
the  same  terms  we  before  oftered,  tho'  from  the  present  enlianced 
price  of  grain  in  consequence  of  a  failure  of  the  cro^)  and  existing 
embargo,  we  could  have  little  hope  of  benefiting  ourselv^s  in  any 
degree  adequate  to  the  trouble  and  risk  we  must  necessarily  run, 
and  would,  therefore,  have  fairly  warranted  a  deviation. 

Our  proposals  having  been  approved  both  by  this  Government 
and  Lieut.  Bowen,  an  agreement  was  drawn  up  betwixt  Lieut. 
Bowen,  on  belialf  of  his  Majesty,  and  us,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  honourable  Company's  law  officers,  an  attested  copy  of  which  Agreement. 
Lieut.  Bowen  transmits  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  by  this  oppor- 
tunity, and  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  ff)r  the  pai-ficulars. 

The  accounts  which  accompany  the  agreement  will  shew  that 
it  hath  been  punctually  fulfilled  on  our  part,  and  we  trust  in  such 
a  manner  as  will  prove  highly  satisfactory  to  his  jMajesty's  minis- 
ters, and  also  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Phillip,  having  reason 
to  believe  it  hath  been  to  Lieut.  Bowen,  who  hath  witnessed  our  Efforts  of 
strenuous  exertions,  in  not  only  compleating  the  terms  of  our  *'<"""^'''»"- 
engagements,  but  also  in  procuring  wliatever  was  thought  would 
prove  useful  and  beneficial  to  the  colony,  ami  which,  we  trust,  will 
recommend  us  to  the  future  favour  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  to 
be  employed  in  furnishing  such  supplies  as  may  be  hereafter 
required,  and  can  be  supplied  from  hence. 


606 


HISTORICAL    RECOUDS    OF    NEW   SOUTH   WALES. 


2S  March. 

Advantages 
of  Indian 
trade. 


Salt  pro- 
visions. 


Future 
supply. 


Salt  pork. 


Clothing'. 


Shoes  and 
blankets. 


The  advantages  which  are  likely  to  result  to  the  infant  colony 
at  Port  Jackson  and  Norfolk  Island,  by  a  frequent  communication 
with  this  countiy,  and  the  readiness  with  which  supplies  can  be 
sent  from  hence  in  the  proper  season,  are  too  obvious  to  require 
being  pointed  out  here,  and  will  we  presume  induce  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  depend  principally  for  supplies  of  grain  from  hence. 
But,  with  a  view  of  rendering  this  intercourse  still  more  beneficial, 
we  have  turned  our  thoughts  towards  curing  beef  and  poi'k,  in 
which  we  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  succeeding,  provided  we 
meet  with  encouragement  from  Government,  and  that  a  contract 
be  entered  into  for  a  fixed  period,  and  for  specific  quantities. 
And  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  paper,  No.  1,*  stating  the 
terms  we  are  willing  to  undertake  to  furnish  the  whole  supply  of 
the  above  articles,  and  also  the  tei-ms  on  which  we  are  willing  to 
supply  a  species  of  butter  made  in  this  country  called  ghee,  and 
sugar,  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  substitute  that  article 
in  lieu,  musters  of  both  which  we  have  sent  to  his  Excellency 
Governor  Phillip  ;  the  whole  to  be  delivered  at  New  South  Wales, 
free  of  expense  to  Government,  at  the  prices  therein  mentioned. 
And  should  our  proposals  meet  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  we  will  give  such  security  for  the  fulfillment  of  our 
engagements,  as  we  doubt  not  will  be  satisfactory.  We  beg  leave 
to  add  that  so  strongly  was  Lieut.  Bowen  impressed  with  the 
expediency  and  practicability  of  supplying  pork  from  hence,  that  he 
ordered  about  two  tons  to  be  sent  on  the  Atlantic  by  way  of  experi- 
ment ;  and  altho'  the  season  for  curing  was  past,  we  have  little 
doubt  but  it  will  turn  out  satisfactory.  Observing  that  if  a  con- 
tract is  entered  into,  as  we  shall  have  the  advantage  of  the  cold 
season — from  November  until  March — to  feed  and  cure  it,  there 
is  every  reason  to  suppose  we  could  furnish  it  of  a  still  better 
quality ;  and  we  presume  to  think  the  low  rate  at  which  we  pro- 
pose will  induce  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  countenance  the  under- 
taking. 

The  cloathing  with  which  the  male  and  female  convicts  are 
supplied,  we  conceive,  might  also  be  furnished  from  hence  at  as 
cheap,  if  not  a  cheaper  rate,  than  they  are  from  home,  besides 
having  a  decided  superiority  in  point  of  quality,  provided  the 
woolen  articles  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  fro  n  all  the  accounts 
we  can  learn  of  the  climate,  there  does  not  appear  to  exist  a  neces- 
sity for  them.  We  allude  particularly  to  the  outside  and  under 
jackets,  flannel  drawers,  and  worstead  stockings.  At  present  we 
cannot  point  out  what  manufacture  of  this  country  would  best 
answer  as  substitutes  for  the  jackets,  but  we  shall  inform  ourselves 
on  the  subject ;  and  in  the  meantime  we  have  got  made  musters 
of  shirts  and  trousers,  of  the  same  size  as  those  supplied  the  con- 
victs, and  have  sent  them  to  Governor  Phillip,  together  with  three 
muster  pairs  of  shoes  and  a  blanket,  mentioning  to  him  the  prices 


*  Not  available. 
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•we  can  supply  them  for,  and  Avhich  we  have  the  honour  also  to        1792 
state  to  you  in  a  separate  paper,  number  2,*  accompanied  with   28  March, 
patterns  of  the  cloths  and  blanket. 

On  the  subject  of  grain,  we  have  further  to  observe  that  in  the  Grain. 
event  of  our  being  honoured  with  the  commands  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  oi-  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  for  the  time-being, 
to  furnish  supplies  (meaning  to  adhere  to  the  prices  first  proposed) 
we  must  stipulate  that  the  following  proportions  of  the  different 
species  be  demanded,  vizt.  : — 

Soogee,  in  lieu  of  flour ^ 

Wheat     |. 

Peas  or  DhoU     ...  i 

Rice    1^ 

And  at  the  same  time  we  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  that 
flour  or  soogee  should  be  rejected  altogether,  and  an  encreased 
proportion  of  wheat  substituted  in  lieu  thereof,  it   being   the 
universal  practice  throughout  India  to  export  the  wheat  only  wheat, 
which  is  found  to  be  fresher,  and  always  makes  better  bread  than 
flour  that  has  been  long  kept.     In  the  present  instance  (tho'  at  an 
expence  of  nearly  50  p.  cent,  upon  the  price)  we  have  furnished 
soogee  in  lieu  of  flour,  the  latter  not  having  been  approved  of  by 
Lieut.  Bowen.     And  it  is  for  this  reason  we  are  under  the  neces- 
sity of  stipulating  the  proportions,  for  otherwise  we  cannot  pos-  Soopree. 
sibly  afford  to  supply  soogee  in  the  lieu  of  flour  unless  the  price  is 
advanced  to  26s.  p.  cwt.     And  this  points  out  more  strongly  the 
expediency  of  sending  wheat,  and  rejecting  flour  or  soogee  alto- 
gether, and  the  peas  and  rice  to  be  supplied  in  the  proportions,  Peas  and 
and  at  the  prices,  as  before  mentioned.     But  if  two-thirds  flour  or  "  ^" 
soogee  is  demanded,  and  one-third  peas  (as  his  Excellency  Go- 
vernor Phillip  wished),  the  former  cannot  be  supplied  for  less  than 
26s.  p.  cwt.,  nor  the  latter  at  less  than  16s. 

And  we  beg  leave  further  to  recommend  that  we  may  be  fur- 
nished with  orders  for  the  full  supply  of  grain  wanted  in  time  to 
be  able  to  dispatch  the  same  from  hence  by  the  beginning  of  the  Time  of 
month  of  December,  all  grain  being  in  the  greatest  perfection  *  'P""*"  * 
about  that  period,  and  it  being  the  most  favourable  season  for 
ships  to  make  a  quick  passage  down  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

For  the  payment  of  such  supplies  as  may  be  furnished  by  us.  Payment 
we  beg  leave  to  propose  that  we  should  have  a  credit  upon  this 
Government,  to  be  paid  at  the  exchange  of  one  shilling  Mnd  eleven- 
pence per  current  rupee,  or  be  authorised  to  draw  l)ills  on  the 
Right  Hon})le.  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury 
at  the  usual  date  of  ninety  days'  sight,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Governor-General  in  Council,  by  way  of  imprest  (when  they  ai-e 
satisfied  certain  proportions  of  the  supplies  are  actually  shipped) 
and  for  the  balance,  when  the  supplies  are  completed,  accompanied 
by  authenticated  accounts  of  the  whole. 

*  Not  available. 


608 


HISTOEIC.IL    RECOUDS    OF    NEW   SOUTH   WALES. 


Resources 
of  India. 


1792  "We  must  now  crave  your  excuse,  sir,  for  having  trespassed  so 

28  March,  long  upon  your  time,  which  must  necessarily  be  wholly  occupied 
by  the  weighty  affairs  of  state,  and  other  momentous  concerns  ; 
but  conceiving  it  to  be  of  great  importance,  as  well  to  the  interests 
of  the  nation  as  to  the  infant  colony  settled  in  the  southern  hemi- 
sphere, that  a  competent  idea  should  be  formed  of  the  capacity  of 
this  country  to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies  that  may  be  required, 
to  foster  them  until  they  are  in  a  condition  and  capable  of  support- 
ing themselves,  we  have  been  induced  to  enter  thus  largely  into 
detail  upon  the  subject;  and  we  pi'esume  to  assure  you,  sir,  that 
no  private  individuals  in  this  country  have  it  more  in  their  power, 
or  can  better  execute  the  orders  of  Government  in  sending  supplies 
from  hence  to  the  new  colony.  We  have,  &c., 

Lambert,  Ross,  &  Co. 

Lambert,  Ross  and  Co.  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Calcutta,  28th  March,  1792. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  letter,  dated  the  24:th  October,  1791,  addressed  to 
Lambert  &  Ross  and  Robt.  Biddulph,  which  was  delivered  to  us 
by  Lieut.  Richard  Bowen  on  the  3d.  of  last  month. 

His  Majesty's  ministers  havmg  done  us  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  proposals  we  made  to  them  jointly  with  Mr.  Biddulph 
in  October,  1790,  for  supplying  New  South  Wales  from  hence 
with  different  articles  of  provision,  and  in  consequence  thereof 
Supplies  for  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  us  on  the  subject,  we  signified  to 
Mr.  Bowen  our  readiness  to  undertake  the  providing  of  the  supplies 
as  far  as  we  could,  and  at  the  same  time  acquainted  this  Govern- 
ment of  the  application  made  to  us ;  but  Lord  Cornwallis,  expecting 
a  vessel  to  arrive  here  from  the  colony,  having  directed  that  the 
supplies  should  be  provided  by  publick  contract,  an  advertisement 
was  issued  by  Government  for  proposals,  but  none  were  offered 
such  as  could  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Biddulph  being  at  that  time  on  the  point  of  departing  for 
Europe,  declined  having  any  further  concern  in  the  business.  AVe 
therefore  proposed  to  Mr.  Bowen  to  provide  a  cargo  as  nearly  as 
possible  on  the  same  terms  offered  by  Lambert  &  Ross  and  Mr. 
Biddulph  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  land  the  different  articles 
at  New  South  Wales,  which  he  submitted  to  the  supreme  board, 
and  our  proposals  having  met  with  their  approbation,  he  determined 
on  accepting  them. 

We  have  accordingly  provided  a  cargo  agreable  to  an  invoice, 
(kc,  delivered  to  Mr.  Bowen,  who  carries  with  him  a  copy  of  an 
agreement  entered  into  betwixt  us,  and  of  a  bond  executed  by  us 
for  the  due  performance  of  our  engagements  which  have  been 
approved  of  by  the  hon'ble  Company's  Council  here,  as  we  trust 
they  will  by  your  Excellency. 


New  South 
Wales 


Proposals 
accepted. 


Cargo. 
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]Mr.  Bowen  will  fully  explain  to  your  Excellency  the  impossibility       17^ 
of  procuring  any  considerable  quantity  of  tiour  or  soogee  witliout   26  March, 
timely  notice,  as  it  has  jiever  been  an  article  of  exportation  from  p^^^ 
hence,  and  consequently  there  is  very  little  to  be  had  in  the  market ;  scarce, 
and  we  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  our  power  to  send  a  greater 
proportion  of  soogee,  which  we  have  preferred  sending  to  flour, 
conceiving  that  it  will  keep  better,  and  at  the  same  time  better 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  required. 

The  other  articles  of  wheat,  rice  dholl,  and  pease  are  always  to  Grain 
be  had  in  abundance,  tho'  from  the  failure  of  the  crops  lately  the 
price  of  them  has  been  very  much  enhanced. 

Encouraged  with  the  hopes  that  these  supplies  may  arrive  at 
New  South  "Wales  in  good  condition,  and  that  the  terms  on  which 
we  have  furnished  them  may  be  considered  reasonable,  we  flatter 
ourselves  that  you  may  be  induced  to  recommend  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers  that  the  colony  should  in  future  be  supplied  from  hence  Future 
with  all  kinds  of  grain  ;  and  with  that  expectation  we  have  renewed  ^^^^^ 
our  proposals  to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  extending  them  to  all 
kinds  of  supplies  r/hich  may  be  required,  and  inclosed  we  take  the 
liberty  of  sending  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  our  letter  on  tlie  sul> 
ject  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  and  we 
presume  to  hope  that  you  may  be  inclined  to  recommend  it  to  their 
attention. 

We  beg  leave  to  observ'e  to  your  Excellency  that  we  have  pro- 
vided the  supplies  now  sent  under  every  disadvantage,  Ijoth  on  ^^_^""" 
account  of  the  high  price  of  grain  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
crops,  and  the  consequent  embargo,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the 
season  of  the  year,  when  no  new  grain  is  to  be  had. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  will  appear  evident  to  your 
Excellency  that  if  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  any  length  l^|  coh- 
of  time,  we  should  have  the  advantage  of  providing  every  article 
of  supply  at  their  proper  seasons,  and  by  tliat  means  securing 
everything  of  the  best  quality,  whereas  in  the  present  instance  we 
were  obliged  to  take  the  best  we  could  get. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Bowen,  we  have  sent  by  way  of  experi- 
ment about  two  tons  of  pork  cured  here,  wliich,  we  doubt  not.  Salt  pork, 
will  prove  to  be  very  good,  altho'  it  has  been  prepared  at  an 
unfavourable  season,  when  the  weather  was  getting  hot. 

We  have  also  sent  samples  of  ghee,  wliicli  we  should  conceive  ^f/JJi''^''^J^'^_ 
would  V)e  a  good  substitute  for  butter,  and  of  sugar  and  nujlasses,  and  ' 
the  prices  of  which  you  will  see  stated  in  the  papers   accom-  '"o'^sses. 
panying  our  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  as  also  of  the  dif- 
ferent articles  of  cloathing,  musters  of  which,  and  of  diHerent 
manufactures  of  cloth  of  this  country,  we  have  likewise  the  honour 
to  send  to  your  Excellency.  We  have,  <fec., 

Lambert,  Ross,  &  Co. 
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1792  Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

28  March.         Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  28th  March,  1792. 

Major  Grose  having  informed  me  that  while  the  Pitt  lay  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  he  was  told  by  Mr.  David  Wather,  late 
captain's  clerk  of  the  Sirius,  that  the  master  of  the  snow  Waak- 
samheyd,  on  board  of  which  he  was  then  a  passenger,  declared  to 
him  that  he  could  at  any  time  have  purchased  whatever  he  wanted 
from  the  stores  at  Port  Jackson,  during  his  stay  thei-e,  from  those 
Alleged         who  were  entrusted  with  them,  or  who  had  the  issuing  them,  pro- 
stoi^eT  °^      ducing  at  the  same  time  some  articles  which  he  said  he  procured 
from  the  stores  ;  and  as  two  of  those  people,  since  her  departure, 
have  left  the  settlement,  their  times  being  expired,  I  have  sub- 
joined their  names,  and  the  places  where  they  were  convicted,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  taken  up,  and  such  enquiry  made  as  may 
discover  if  any  person  now  employed  at  the  stores  was  concerned 
with  them  in  such  nefarious  practices. 
Officers  have      I  have  not  received  any  information  from  Captain  Hunter  or 
mg.  ^^^^  other  officer  of  the  ship  on  this  head,  which  I  rather  wonder 
at,  as  it  must  occur  to  every  one  that  such  an  ev^il  might  exist  for 
a  long  time  undiscovered,  and  could  not  be  too  soon  pointed  out. 

I  am,  &c., 
A.  Phillip. 

William  Hubbard,  tried  at  Kingston,  24th  of  March,  1784,  and 
was  employed  here  in  writing  under  the  Commissary.  John 
Parker,  tried  at  the  sessions  for  Middlesex,  21st  April,  1784,  and 
was,  from  his  landing  here  in  1788,  employed  in  issuing  stores. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

■29  March.         gir^  Sydney,  March  29th,  1792. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yours  by  the  Pitt,  dated 
12th  of  March,  '91,  informing  me  that  the  necessary  steps  would 

stores  taken  be  taken  to  replace  the  provisions  and  stores  intended  for  this  settle- 

ships.'"°  ^  ment  which  Captain  Blankett  had  caused  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
supply  of  his  Majesty's  ships  Leopard  and  Thames,  and  for  fur- 
nishing this  colony  with  the  necessary  supplies  of  provisions. 

Awaitino-  I  am  now,  sir,  anxiously  waiting  the  arrival  of  those  supplies 

supplies.  •  and  what  I  expect  by  the  Atlantic  from  Calcutta,  for  very  little 
labour  is  to  be  got  from  men  who  are  not  amply  supplied  with 
food ;    still  less  when  those  men  have  not  been  used  to  regular 

"VVoi-k  under  labour,  and  are  worn  out  by  want  and  long  confinement  before 
they  are  landed  in  this  country.  At  present  the  hours  of  labour 
for  those  who  are  employed  in  cleainng  and  cultivating  the  ground 
are  only  from  five  till  nine  in  the  morning,  and  from  four  till  half- 
past  five  in  the  afternoon.  You  will,  six-,  readily  conceive  that  the 
work  cannot  be  very  great  which  men  will  perform  in  the  above 

Hunger.        time,  who  are  complaining  of  hunger  when  called  forth  to  labour. 
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"V\liat  wheat  was  grown  last  year  has  been  issued  to  the  people ;       1792 
what  has  been  raised  this  year  is  kept  for  seed,  from  five  to  six   29  March, 
hundred  bushels.     It  is  supposed  that  the  maize  grown  this  year  whc^nd 
will   be  about  five  thousand  bushels  when  housed  ;    but  a  very  maize 
great  quantity  has  been  stolen.     What  is  not  necessary  for  seed  ^^'^^*'- 
will  Ije  issued  to  the  people,  so  that  if  no  accident  happens  to  the 
Atlantic,  or  the  ships  expected  from  England,  the  present  ration, 
which  is  5  It),  of  flour  and  4  fc  of  pork  for  a  man  for  seven  days, 
will  not  be  lessened,  as  the  maize  will,  for  a  time,  supply  {he 
want  of  flour  ;  and  any  apprehensions  of  wanting  bread  in  this 
colony  will    be  done   away  very  soon,  after  a  proper  person  to 
superintend    the    convicts    employed    in    agriculture  and  a  few 
settlers  arrive.     But  no  idea  can  be  formed  as  to  the  time  in  which 
supplies  of  salt  provisions  will  be  no  longer  necessary  ;  we  have 
very  little  public  live  stock  in  the  settlement,  and  little  is  to  be  Little  live 
expected  from  the  Dredalus,  nor  that  little  for  a  twelvemonth  to  '*'°'^'''- 
come,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  Diedalus  will  have  to 
return  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  ;   nor  do  I  understand  that  any 
black  cattle  are  to  expected,  and  which  I  presume  would  be  much 
less  e.xpence  to  Government  if  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  a  forty  or  fifty  gun  ship  properly  fitted  for  such  a  service 
than  if  procured  by  any  other  means. 

The  Commissary's  return  of  the  provisions  remaining  in  store  Provisions 
(in  which  what  has  been  received  from  the  Pitt  and  what  lias  '"  ^*°'"*^' 
been  ])urchased  from  the  commander  of  that  ship  are  included) 
and  of  the  number  of  people  in  the  colony  is  inclosed  in  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  and  by  which  it  will  appear  that  our 
numbers  here  and  at  Norfolk  Island  amount  to  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  males,  six  hundred  and  ninety-  Numbers  of 
one   females,    and    two  hundred    and   twenty-four    children,      ^^t'le  people, 
great  quantity  of  provisions  are  consumed  daily  by  such  a  number 
of  people,   and    nine  or    twelve   months'  provisions   brought  by  Thefood 
the  transports  for  the  three  or  four  hundred  convicts  they  are  soon  ton-^ 
bringing  out  last  but  a  short  time  when  divided  amongst  such  »""'«'• 
numbers. 

The  beef  and  pork  brought  out  in  the  Pitt  is  only  sufficient  to  Forty  days' 
last  the  colony  forty  days.  ]Zi'^"'^ 

When  the  stores  may  permit  the  issuing  the  established  ration, 
the  weekly  e.xpence,  according  to  our  present  numbers,  will  be —  ni'h^'^*''''^" 
of  flour,  30,5G0  It).  ;  of  beef  and  pork,  21,010  lb.  ;  of  pease,  179  ration." 
bushels;  and  of  butter,  1,432  Ih  ;  and  our  numbers  will  be  in- 
creasing. Of  the  last  two  articles,  no  supply  has  been  received 
since  the  settlement  has  been  made,  e.xcept  the  small  quantity 
sent  out  for  the  Sirius.  Butter  may  be  dis|)ens'd  witli  ;  but  for 
people  who  live  the  year  round  on  salt  provisions  pease;  are  a  very 
necessary  article,  and  they  make  a  very  consideral.)le  part  of  the 
established  ration. 
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1792 
29  March. 


Dependence 
of  the 
colony. 


Narrow 
escape  of 
transports. 


The  people 
alarmed. 


Bad  rice. 


Short  ration 
at  Norfolli 
Island. 


WHiale 
fishin''. 


It  is  impossible  to  say  what  quantity  of  flour  and  pease  may  be 
brought  in  the  Atlantic.  I  should  hope  full  sufficient  to  serve  the 
colony  seven  months. 

For  salt  provisions,  I  depend  intirely  on  the  necessary  supplies- 
being  sent  from  England,  and  as  I  am  informed  by  the  letters 
which  I  have  received  by  the  Pitt  that  the  colony  will  be  fur- 
nished with  such  further  supplies  as  we  may  be  supposed  to  stand 
in  need  of,  and  which  may  be  expected  very  shortly  to  arrive,  ■  I 
shall  not  send  to  India  or  elsewhere  for  any  further  supplies^ 
unless  I  should  receive  directions  for  that  purpose.  If  any 
supplies  have  been  sent  from  Calcutta,  and  which  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  supposes  by  his  letter,  the  ship  must  have  met  with 
some  accident ;  and  from  the  distance  this  settlement  is  from  any 
relief,  and  not  being  at  present  able  to  support  its  inhabitants,  the 
distress  which  must  follow  the  loss  of  a  store-ship  can  only  be 
guarded  against  by  having  a  certain  quantity  of  provisions  in  store. 

After  the  loss  of  the  Guardian,  we  were  very  near  losing  the 
greatest  part  of  what  provisions  have  been  received  since  that 
time.  The  Lady  Juliana  in  standing  into  the  harbour  with  a  strong 
southerly  wind  got  so  close  to  the  North  Head  that  nothing  saved 
that  ship  but  the  set  of  the  tide ;  and  the  Justinian  unexpectedly 
saw  the  land  under  her  lee,  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  was  obliged  to 
anchor  on  the  coast,  very  fortunately  so  near  the  rocks  that  the 
return  of  the  sea  prevented  her  riding  any  great  strain  on  her 
cable.  Had  those  two  ships  been  lost,  the  colony  must  have 
suffered  very  severely  indeed. 

I  hope  that  the  Atlantic,  and  the  ship  which  was  to  follow  the 
Pitt,  will  arrive  safe,  for  people  are  alarmed  at  thinking  that  if  a 
single  ship  fails  they  have  no  resource  ;  and  when  the  length  of 
time  this  settlement  has  been  made,  and  its  being  still  dependant 
on  the  mother  country  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  adverted  to, 
I  hope  the  causes  will  be  recollected  ;  and  amongst  others,  that  it 
has  been  on  a  reduced  ration  since  November,  '89  ;  rice  was  served 
for  a  short  time  to  make  up  for  a  deficiency  of  other  articles,  but 
it  was  rice  which  was  too  bad  to  have  been  issued  but  in  a  case  of 
necessity.  I  should  not,  sir,  retui-n  to  the  subject,  but  that  the 
settlement  does  not  get  forward,  as  it  otherwise  would  do,  and  the 
necessity  of  continuing  to  send  out  pi'ovisions  is  likely  to  be  con- 
tinued to  a  much  greater  length  of  time  than  would  otherwise  be 
necessary.  I  am  obliged  to  send  the  Pitt  to  Norfolk  Island, 
where  they  must  have  been  on  a  very  short  ration  for  some  time; 
and  was  I  to  send  that  ship  to  procure  supplies,  either  from  India 
or  the  Cape,  after  she  leaves  the  island,  we  should  not  receive 
them  before  November. 

The  information  given  in  my  former  letters  respecting  the 
prospect  there  was  of  establishing  a  spermacetic  whale  fishery  on 
this  coast  was  drawn  from  the  accounts  I  received  of  the  great 
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number  of  fish  which  liad  been  seen  by  two  of  the  wlialers.      None        1792 

of  those  ships  remained  out  but  for  a  very  short  time  ;  but  wlien    20  March. 

the  Britannia  sailed,  the  master  of  that  vessel  told  me  he  intended  Thelioastto 

to  remain  three  months  on  the  coast,  in  order  to  give  it  a  fair  have  a  fair 

trial,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  seeing  fish,   but  feared  the  currents. 

From   some    information   which   I   have  received  since  that  ship 

sailed,    I    fear    that  the  fur  trade   on   the  north-west   coast    of 

America  and  the  trade  amongst  the  islands  is  too  great  an  ol)ject 

to   those  who  are  employed  in   the   fishery   ever  to  admit  their 

giving  this  coast  a  fair  trial,  and  apprehend  that  all  the  ships  have 

left  it.     Should  a  fishery  ever  be  established  on  this  coast,   and 

which  I  should  suppose  likely  to  answer  as  well  as  the  one  which 

has  been  established  many  years  in  the  Brazil  (at  >Sta  Catharina 

and  Rio  de  Janeiro),   I  think  it  would  be  found  to  answer  best  if  Small  vessels 

'  .     .  .  .       best 

carried  on  in  small  vessels,  as  it  is  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  ;  and  with 

respect  to  the  currents,  I  believe  they  are  neither  more  frequent 

nor  stronger  than  what  they  are  on  the  Brazil  coast.    I  have,  <fec., 

A.  Phillip. 

Copies  of  my  letters  by  the   Pitt,   to  Earl    Cornwallis  and   to 

Messrs.  Lambert  &  Co.,  are  inclosed.* 


Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 
Sir,  Sydney,  March  31st,  1792.        3i  March. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  triplicate  of  my  letter  to  PhUlip 
Lord  Grenvillef  ;  and  as  my  bad  state  of  health  continues,  Avithout  Request  for 
any  hopes  of  a  change  for  the  better,  have  to  request  that  you,  sir,  leave, 
will  move  his  Majesty  to  be  gi-aciously  pleased  to  grant  my  request, 
if  it  has  not  been  complied  with  before  the  receipt  of  this  letter. 

I  have,  &c., 
A  Phillip. 

Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.J 
My  Dear  Friend,  Sydney,  2  April,  1792.         2AprU. 

I  am  at  last,  thank  God,  safely  landed  with  "ly  family  at  ^J^^^'^ 
this  place,  and,  to  my  great  astoni.shment,  instead  of  the  rock  1 
expected  to  see  I  find  myself  surrounded  with  gardens  that  flourish 
and  produce  fruit  of  every  description.     Vegetables  are  here  in 
great  abundance,  and  I  live  in  as  good  a  house  as  I  wish  for.     I 
am  given  the  farm  of  my  predecessor,§  which  produces  a  sufficiency 
to  supply  my  family  with  everything  I  have  occasion  for.     In 
.short,  all  that  is  wanting  to  put  this  colony  in  an  independent  Corn  and 
state  is  one  ship  freighted  with  corn  and  black  cattle.     Was  that  „anU;a. 
but  done,  all  difficulties  would  be  over. 

Everybody  at  Home  seems  to  have  an  unfavourable  opinion  of 
this  place,  and  I  am  certain  no  one  could  possibly  be  more  preju- 
diced against  it  than  myself.  I  am  glad  to  liave  it  in  my  power 
to  change  my  opinion,  and  be  able  to  a.ssure  you  that  since  I  have 

•  Ante,  pp.  600,  601.  t  Ante,  p.  559.  t  A  private  letter.  §  Major  Ross. 
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1792        left  England  1  have  seen  no  place  I  like  better  than  this,  for  the 

2  April,     country  neither  about  Rio  de  Janeiro  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Favom^bie    ^'^  ^^  ^^^^  state  of  cultivation  the  land  is  here ;  and  where  it  is 

impressions,  cultivated  I   do  not  think,  from  the  little  observations  I  have 

made,  that  it  seems  to  yield  such  abvindant  crops. 

Your  brother*  and  myself  continue  in  good  health ;  he,  of  course, 
writes  to  you  by  this  ship.  We  have  collected  for  our  friend,  Mr. 
McHay,  several  seeds,  the  which  are  well  dried.  I  have  given 
them  to  the  care  of  Captain  Manningf  ;  they  are  packed  in  one 
large  parcel,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  corps.  Whenever 
they  are  delivered  to  you,  I  have  promised  Captain  Manning  that 
you  should  give  him  the  half  of  them.  I  thought  this  the  most 
likely  means  of  conveyance  to  you,  and  I  hope  they  will  please  the 
person  they  ai'e  sent  for.  For  fear  of  accidents,  I  shall  collect 
some  more  for  him,  which  shall  be  sent  by  the  next  ship. 

I  believe  I  have  nothing  further  to  say,  excepting  to  request 
you  to  remember  me  to  Mr.  Merry  Windus,  Mr.  George,  and  the 
rest  of  my  friends.  I  am,  etc., 

F.  Grose. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 
5  April.  Sir,  Sydney,  5th  April,  1792. 

In  my  letter  of  the  7th  of  November,  1791,  to  Lord  Gren- 
Aiixiiiary  ville,  I  mentioned  that  the  raising  of  the  company  to  be  annexed 
the  New  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  had  not  been  effected.  I  have 
South  Wales  j^ow,  sir,  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  most  of  those  marines 

Corps.  '        '  .,„,.(.  ■       1  i?        1 

who  were  selected  to  remain  until  a  sumcient  force  arrived  tor  the 

service  of  this  country  have  offered  to  inlist  and  form  a  company 

annexed  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  under  the  command  of 

Captain-Lieutenant  George  Johnston,  whom   I  have    nominated 

to   the  command  of  the   company,   conformable  to  his  Majesty's 

pleasure  signified  to  me  by  Lord  Grenville,  and  which   officer  was 

intended  to  have  been  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  company 

in  the  first  instance,  if  it  had  been  then  raised. 

The  men  who  will  form  the  majority  of  this  company  are  men 
Picked  men.  who  were  picked  from  the  detachment  of  marines  as  good  soldiers, 
and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  officer  whom  I  have 
nominated  to  the  command  of  the  company  is  in  every  respect 
deserving  of  the  bounty  which  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  authorize  me  to  bestow. 

The  lieutenancy  and  ensigncy  will  of  course  remain  vacant  until 

The  officers,  officers  are  appointed  from  England,  and  Major  Grose  has  requested 

that  I  wd  recommend  the   eldest   ensign,  William   Cummings,  for 

the  lieutenancy,  and  Quarter-master  Thomas  Lay  cock,  as  an  officer 

of  merit,  for  the  vacant  ensigncy.  I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

*  Captain  Nicholas  Nepean.  1 1"  command  of  the  Pitt. 
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G.  Matcham,  Esq.,  to  Maukice  Nelson,  Esq.  1792 

Dear  Sir,  Kingwood,  Hants,  April  11th,  1792.       ii  April. 

I  should  have  wrote  you  sooner,  but  I  have  been  very  much 
indispos'd.      Whatever  settlers  go  out  on  my  part  will  be  farmers.  Proposals 
but  as  there  is  a  tirst  expence,  and  an  annual  expence  afterwards,  ment. 
the  number  must  be  determin'd  by  the  quantity  of  land  recom- 
mend'd  to  be  granted  me,  for  the  reconunendatiou  I  consider  as 
tantamount  to  the  grant,  and  shall,  therefore,  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dundas.     I  hope  Mr.  Dundas  will  agree 
with  me  that  twelve  thousand  acres  are  the  least  that  can  make  it  12,000  acres 
an  object  to  me,  Ijut  as  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  all  these 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  leading  from  Rose  Hill  to  the  sea,  I  only 
request  about  two  hundi'ed  acres  on  any  part  of  the  banks,  and  the 
rest  in  a  straight  line  towards  Broken  Bay,  wher<!  we  are  confident 
there  can  at  present  be  no  settlers  establis'd.    If  Government  think  A  land 
proper  I  am  very  ready  to  purchase  the  land.  ^^'^^' 

I  mention'd  some  time  since  my  intention  to  send  out  a  younger 
son  should  the  settlement  continue  to  be  foster'd  by  our  Govern- 
ment. You  thought  my  scheme  visionary,*  but  I  augur  of  my 
son's  future  sentiments  by  my  own  feelings.  I  had  much  rather 
enjoy  the  abundance  of  a  country  life  under  a  fine  sky  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  British  Government  than  hazard  the  pre- 
carious profession  of  a  merchant  in  the  city,  and  an  attachment 
to  our  Empire  and  Government  has  alone  prevented  me  from 
buying  land  in  the  new  settlement  of  Kentucky.  I  purpose  send- 
ing my  son,  well  educated,  with  three  or  four  thousand  pounds  or  A  settler 
more,  which  in  New  Holland  will  enable  him  to  become  a  consider- 
able and  an  useful  man.  I  afford  him  the  means,  and  must,  of 
course,  leave  him  to  use  them.  You  see  the  cause  of  my  earnestness 
to  know  whether  I  can  have  a  grant  to  answer  my  expence. 

Pray  let  me  know  the  particulars  in  respect  to  the  extent.  Mr.  *^*|!'g"t^7j 
Kingt  behav'd  \\itli  infinite  civility  to  me,  but  he  could  not  specify 
the  quantity  of  land  to  be  granted.      If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible,  I  will  prepare  the  people  and 
send  you  their  names,  &c. 

I  repeat,  should  Government  be  dispos'd  to  sell  the  land,  or  to 
charge  a  quit  rent  on  it,  I  am  ready  t(j  comply  with  either  stipula- 
tion.    I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  from  you  soon.     I  am,  tfec, 

G.  Matciiam. 

Lieutenant  Ball  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

His  Majesty's  armed  tender  Supply, 
Sir,  Plymouth,  April  21st,  1792.  21  April. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  port  from  Port 
Jackson,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 

*  Nelson's  letter  to  Matchain  is  not  ani(inf,'st  the  transcriptions. 

t  Mr.  John  Kinjr,  I'nder  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  during  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Ncpean.     There  is  notliing  to  show  what  action  was  taken. 
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Admiralty,  with  his  Maj's  armed  tender  Supply  under  my  command, 
which  place  I  lef  on  the  27th  of  Nov.,  1791,  as  will  appear  from 
the  inclose  jurnal. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  observe  to  there  Lordships  our  very 
extraordinary  and  very  short  passage  from  that. 

There  Lordships  will  likewise  see  by  the  inclosed  of  my  puting 
into  St.  Catherine's  (for  refreshments)  and  that  my  stay  there  was 
only  ten  days,  and  which  place  I  lef  on  the  1st  of  Feby.,  1792. 

The  officers  and  ship's  company  are  all  well.  I  hope  to  make 
my  excuse  to  there  Lordships  for  not  inclosing  a  weekely  account, 
as  I  gave  two  to  Admiral  Corby.  I  have,  &c., 

H.  L.  Ball. 

Lieutenant  Bradley*  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Monday,  23d  April,  1792, 
Sir,  Waaksamheyd,  Portsmouth  Harbour. 

Having  had  an  opportunity  of  making  a  more  accurate 
survey  of  Norfolk  Island  during  my  stay  there  after  the  ship  was 
cast  away,  I  am  desired  by  Governor  Phillip  to  transmit  the  same 
for  their  Lordships'  information,  which  I  have  done  by  Lieutenant 
Edgar,  who  is  charged  with  the  dispatches  from  New  South  Wales. 
I  beg  leave  to  assure  their  Lordships  that  it  would  be  highly 
flattering  to  me  could  I  be  thought  useful  in  any  way  to  that 
colony,  and  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  ifec, 

Wm.  Bradley, 
1  Lieut,  of  his  Majesty's  late  ship  Sirius. 


La  Perouso. 


23  April. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Hunter. 
Sir,  23rd  April,  1792. 

Mr.  Aust,  secretary  to  Lord  Grenville,  one  of  his  Maj's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  having  in  his  letter  of  the  18th 
inst.  transmitted  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y  a  copy  of  a 
paper  received  from  Lord  Cower,  his  Maj.'s  ambassador  at  the 
Court  of  France,  relative  to  Monsr.  de  la  Peyrouse,  I  am  com- 
manded by  their  Lordships  to  send  you  herewith  the  said  paper,  f 
and  to  desire  you  will  let  me  know  whether  there  is  any  foundation 
for  the  report  therein  contain'd,  or  any  other  information  upon 
the  subject  you  may  be  in  possession  of,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
transmitted  to  Lord  Grenville.  I  am,  ifec, 

P.S. 

Captain  Hunter  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Waaksamheyd,  transport. 
Sir,  Portsmouth,   23rd  April,  1792. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  their  Lordships |  that  upon 
my  arrival  from  Norfolk  Island  at  Port  Jackson  (26th  February, 


*  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Sirius. 
}  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 


t  This  paper  is  not  available. 
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1791)   I   found  that  Governor   Phillip   had   contracted  with   the        17^ 
master  of  a  Dutch  snow,    which  had  arrived  at  that  port  from     23  A|.ril. 
Batavia  with  a  cargo  of  provisions  purchased  thei-e  for  the  use  of  ^  i,^^ 
the  settlement,  for  a  jiassage  to  England  for  the  remaining  officers  vessel 
and   company  of    his  Majestie's  late    ship  the   Sirius,  under  my  *"  '^ 
command,  in  consequence  of  which  agreement  I  was  directed  to  The  crew  of 
embark,  and   we    sail'd  from  Port  Jackson  on  the  27th  ]\Iarch,  t,olrd""^  °" 
victuall'd  for  sixteen  weeks,  and  with  fifty  tons  of  water  on  hoard. 
We  were,  in  all,  on  board  123  people,  including  those  belonging  to 
the  vessel.     The  master  was  directed,  in  his  last  instructions,  to 
call  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  there  to  receive  on  board  the  dispatches  Unable  to 
of  Lieutenant-Governor  Ross  ;  but  from  the  prevailence  of  easterly  foik'isiaud 
winds  he  was  unable  to  execute  that  part  of  his  orders.  We  steer'd 
to  the  northward,  and  made  New  Caledonia  2.3rd  April,  and  passed 
to  the  westward  of  it,  as  the  master  did  not  feel  himself  qualified 
to  navigate  a  ship  in  these  unknown  seas.     He  had,   upon  our 
leaving  Port  Jackson,  requested  my  assistance,  which  he  had.     In 
sailing  to  the  northward  we  fell  in  with  several  islands  and  shoals, 
the  situations  of  which  we  determin'd,  and  which,  as  it  is  my 
intention,  if  their  Lordships  will  2:)ermit  me,  to  lay  a  short  account 
of  this  northern  passage  before  the  Board*,  those  discoverys  will  be  The  north- 
particularly   mention'd.     No   ship  that  I   have   heard   of  having  '^™  passage, 
sail'd  between  New  Britain  and  New  Ireland  since  that  passage 
was  discovered  by  Captain  Carteret  in  his  Maj.  sloop  Swallow,  I 
was  the  more  desirous  to  take  that   rout   from   his  having  found 
two  very  accessable  harbours  in  New  Ireland,  where  we  hoped  to  xew Ireland, 
get  a  supply  of  water ;  for  the  particulars  of  our  passage   thro' 
that  chanel  I  must  refer  their  Lordships  to  the  narrative,   which 
shall  be  delivered  as  soon  as  I  can  reach  town  ;  it  will  therefore 
be  unnecessary  to  trouble  their  Lordships  farther  at  present  than 
to  say  that  we  passed  thro'  the  Strait  of  Macassar,  and  arrived  at 
Batavia  on  the  27th  of  September,  after  a  most  tedious  and   dis- 
tressing passage  of  twenty -six  weeks,  during  a  great  part  of  which  A  distressing 
time  we  had  been  upon  a  very  small  ration  of  provision.     We 
buried  on  the  passage,  Lt.  George  William  Maxwell  and  one  sea- 
man of   the  Sirius,    with   one  belonging  to   the  snow.     My  tran- 
sactions at  Batavia  will  be  fully  seen  in  the  narrative.    I  left  that 
place  on  the  20th  October,  and  arrived  at  the  Cape  on  the   Nth  J^Tc^Jj^r' 
December,  but  being  unable  to  reach  the  proper  anchorage,  I  was 
on  the  20th  driven  to  sea  again,  with  the  loss  of  two  anchors  and 
cables.     On  the  22nd  we  again  reach'd  the  bay,  with  a  signal  of 
distress  flying,  and  thro'  the  exertions   of   Capt.    Bligh    who    was 
there  in  H.M.    ship   Providence,   we   were  got  into  safety,   and 
receiv'd  anchors  and  cables  from  the  shore.     My  people  being  very 
sickly,  the  effects  of  that  destructive   place   Batavia,  their  slow  The  Rata- 

•  1-1  ^         ri  1  tl  ^     '        vian  fever. 

progress  in  recovery  detained  me  at  tlie   Cape   longer   than    l    in- 
tended to  have  staid.     I  sailed  from  Table  Bay  18th  January,  but 

*  The  Nav-y  Board. 
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The  Sinus. 


1792       left  five  sick  behind  me,  anchored  at  St.  Helena  4th  February,  to 

23  April,     complete  our  water,  left  that  island  the  13th,  and  arriv'd  here  late 

CourT"        ^^^*  night.      I  have  now,  sir,  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to 

martial  on     move  their  Lordsliips  for  an  order,  that  the  usual  court-martial  be 

the  sirius.     assembled  to  enquire  into  cause  of  the  loss  of  his  Majestie's  late 

ship  the  Sirius*,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  convenient  to  their  Lordships. 

I  am,  (fee, 

Jno.  Hunter. 
P.S. — Enclos'd  I  have  sent  for  their  Lordships'  perusal  a  copy 
of  the  order  from  C.  [Captain]  Phillip,  by  which  I  embarked  in 
this  transport.  

Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Hunter. 
Sir,  24th  April,  1792. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  giving  an 
account  of  your  arrival  at  Portsmouth  with  the  remaining  officers 
and  company  of  his  Majesty's  late  ship  the  Sirius  in  the  Waak- 
samheyd,  Dutch  transport,  of  your  proceedings  during  the  voyage, 
and  enclosing  copy  of  the  order  given  you  by  Governor  Phillip  for 
your  return  to  England  in  the  said  transport ;  and  I  have  com- 
municated the  same  to  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y. 

Their  LordshijDS  command  me  to  acquaint  you  that  the  order 
for  assembling  a  court-martial  to  enquire  into  the  loss  of  the  Sirius 
was  sent  to  Vice- Admiral  Roddam,  commander-in-chief  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  at  Portsmouth,  by  this  last  post.        I  am,  &c., 

P.S. 

Captain  Hunter  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Waaksamheyd,  transport. 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  April  24th,  1792. 

Be  pleas'd  to  inform  their  Lordships   that   soon  after  my 

arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  master  of  an  English  ship 

employed  on  the  southern  whale  fishery  made  application  to   me 

to  be  relieved  from  the  burthen  of  a  ship's  company  whom  he  had 

taken  up  at  Delagoa  Bay  in  very  great  distress  from  shipwreck. 

The  wrecked  ship  belong'd  to  the  port  of  London,  was  called  the 

WreckoHhe  gandwich,  and  owned   by  Saml.   Enderby  and   Sons,   merchants 

there.      The  master  of  the  unfortunate  ship  informed  me  that  a 

certain  number  of  his  men  were  in  a  very  deplorable  situation 

from  sickness,  and  that  he  was  at  a   loss  Avliat  to  do  with   them. 

The  only  assistance  which  in  my  situation  I  cou'd  give  this   poor 

man    in  his   distress  was,   that   as  there  were    several    English 

whalers  in  the  bay,  to  desire  the  men  in  health  might  distribute 

themselves  amongst  those  ships  if  they  cou'd  receive  them,   such' 

as  remained  I  wou'd  take  with  me  to  England,  and  with  respect 

*  A  court-martial  was  held  indue  course.     According  to  the  Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  VI,  I 
p.  365,  "Captain  Hunter,  his  officers  and  crew,  were  honourably  acquitted." 


Court 
martial. 
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to  tl>e  sick,  I  gave  an  order  to  Mr.  P.  J.  De  Wit.  of  that  place  to        1792 
provide  them  with  quarters  and  food  and  such  other  assistance  as     24  April, 
their  miserable  condition  might  require,  and  that  immediately  on  Assistance 
their  recovery  they  should  be  embark'd  in  the   first  Englisli  ship  siven. 
which  might  touch  at  the  Cape,  and  cou'd  receive  them  on   lK)ard 
either  as  a  part  of  their  crew  or  for  a  pas.sage  to  England. 

I  must  farther  beg  leave  to  mention  to  their  Lordships,  that 
having  received  information  that  there  were  a  few  British  seamen 
contin'd  in  the  prison  of  the  Cape  Town,  who  had  been  taken  up  Seamen  in 
by  the  Fiscal's  people  without  having  been  accus'd  of  the  com-  P"*""- 
mission  of  any  crime  whatever,  and  as  I  thought  this  method  of 
smugling  his  Majesty's  subjects  from  the  service  of  their  country 
was  unjustifiable,  and  highly  oppressive  to  the  individual,  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Lieut.-Goveji^or  who  commanded  at  that 
time,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : — 

"Sir, — I  am  inform'd  that  there  are  several  British  seamen  con- 
fin'd  in  the  prison  of  this  town,  and  that  they  were  taken  up  and 
secur'd  by  order  of  the  Fiscal  without  having  trespassed  again.st 
the  peace,  or  in  any  other  way  ottended  the  establish'd  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  settlement ;  that  unless  either  Capt.    Elphin- 
stone  (who  was  in  the  bay  in  the  Swan),  or  me  will  pay  the  debt 
which  has  been  incurr'd  by  this  extraordinaiy  and  unjustifiable 
imprisonment,  it  is  intended  the  men  shall  be  sent  to  Bata\ia.  WioiiK-fui 
This  debt,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  sir,  is  not 'a  debt  ',"e'^,t.'*''"' 
voluntarily  contracted  by  the  men  themselves  ;  it  is  a  debt  forced 
upon  them,  and  appears  design'd  as  a  j)retext  for  the  intention 
of  sending  them  to  Batavia.      I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be 
pleas'd  to  give  directions  that  the  men  be  immediately  set  at 
liberty,  in  order  that  they  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  provide  Demand  for 
for  them.selves  in  case  his  Maj.'s  ship  in  this  road  or  the  traiispoi-t  "^  ^''"'^■• 
I  am  embark'd  in  shall  have  no  occasion  for  them.       I  am   iiuuli 
inclined  to  think,  sir,  that  the  Fiscal's  people  have  in  this  instance 
exceeded  and  abus'd  their  powers,  and  that  you  have   not   been 
made  accjuainted  with  the  particulars  of  this  sti-angeand  unaccount- 
able attack  upon  the  liberty  of  a  few  inoffensive  people,  who,  from  Liberty 
being  strangers  here,  may  be  suppos'd  to  l)e  ignorant  of  those  rules  ^'^^'^'^•^•^• 
which  the  police  of  this  place  may   ha\e  judged   it   necessaiy  to 
estaVjlish.    I  have,  &c." 

To  this  letter  I  received  a  verbal  answer  by  the  Govr's.  Private 
Secretary  (for  those  gentm.  do  not  always  give  written  answers 
to  letter,s  on  public  service),  assuring  me  that  the  men  having 
deserted  an  English  ship  in  Saldanah  Bay  had  come  to  the  Cape 
Town  and  were  found  without  any  visible  means  of  subsistence. 
They  were  therefore  consider'd  as  vagrants,  a  description  of  pcoj)!!'  .Siamen 
not  permitted  to  remain  at  liberty  in  the  town,  but  that  if  ('.  !n\ynJ,'^,^'^ 
Elphinstone  or  T  would  receive  them  they  should  be  sent  on  lioard  : 
that  I  liad  been  misinformed  in  the  account  1  had  receiv'd  of  an 
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1792        intention  of  sending  them  to  Batavia ;  that  as  I  disapproved  of 

2^  April,     their  being  confined  in  prison,  they  shou'd  be  put  on  board  a  ship 

Tob^ton  which  was  to  remain  in  the  road,  and  that  they  shou'd  be   ofFer'd 

board  ship,    to  every  English  ship  which  might  touch  at  the  Cape.     This  tlie 

secretary   assur'd  me  he  was  authorised  by  the  Lt. -Governor  to 

give  me  his  word  of  honor  should  be  done.      I  cou'd  therefore  do 

no  more  at  that  time  for  the  men.      I  desir'd  the  secretary  would 

assure  the   Lt.-Govr.  that  I  had  the  most  perfect  confidence  in 

his  promise  that  the  men  shou'd  not  be  forc'd  to  Batavia,  but  be 

dispos'd  of  in  the  manner  he  had  mention'd.      This  business   I 

was  the  more  particular  in,  from  knowing  that  the  Dutch  Compy's. 

for  Batawf  ^^^^^  ^'^®^  ^   ^^^*  Batavia  had  buried  most  of  their  European 

seamen  and  were  in  want  of  men  ;  and  the  men  above  mentioned, 

in  my  own  private  opinion,  were  designed  for  their  use. 

I  have  troubled  their  Lordships  with  these  particulars  merely 
to  shew  what  means  are  frequently  made  use  of  to  force  or  betray 
British  seamen  into  a  service  which  when  they  once  enter  and 
reach  this  part  of  the  world  they  may  be  consider'd  as  lost  to 
their  country,  for  they  are  seldom,  if  ever,  permitted  to  return. 
C.  Elphinstone  received  some  of  the  men  before  he  left  the  bay, 
and  such  as  he  cou'd  not  take  I  have  brought  home  with  me. 

I  am.  Arc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Alex.  Davisox,  Esq.,  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Harpur  street,  25th  April,  1792. 

The  friends  and  relations  of  the  officers  serving  in  New 
South  Wales  having  repeatedly  applied  to  me  to  ship  for  them 
a  few  necessaries  and  clotliing  for  their  private  use,  I  beg  leave 
to  humbly  submit  to  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  allotting 
a  proportionable  quantity  of  tonnage  for  that  purpose  on  board  of 
the  Royal  Admiral. 

The  officers  in  that  quarter  having  no  means  of  being  supplied 
but  in  ships  from  hence,  it  is  strongly  solicited  by  their  relations 
and  connections  that  permission  be  granted  and  direction  given 
to  the  Royal  Admiral  to  appropriate  the  tonnage  necessary,  and  I 
have  reason  to  suppose  about  fifteen  tons  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
whole.  The  agent  of  Governor  Phillip  is  one  of  the  number  who 
has  applied  to  me.  I  have,  &c., 

Alexr.  Davison. 

Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Hunter. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  28th  April,  1792. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y  your 

letter  of  the  24th  instant,   informing  them  that  soon  after  your 

arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  application  was  made  to  you  by 

the  master  of  an  English  ship  employed  in  the  southern  whale 


25  April. 
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facilities. 
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fishery  to  be  relieved  from  the  burthen  of  a  ship's  company  which 
he  had  taken  up  in  Delagoa  Bay  in  great  distress  from  shipwreck,     -»  April, 
of  the  steps  you  had  taken  in  disposing  of  them,  and  also  of  some  Ship- 
English  seamen  who  were  confined  in  the  prison  of  the  Cape  Town,  c^ew''**^ 
— I  am,  in  return,  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you 
that  they  approve  of  what  you  did  upon  those  occasions.  I  am,  etc., 

P.S. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  11th  May,  1792.         ^  May 

Having  laid  before  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  a  letter  trans-  Soldiers  for 
mitted  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  from  the  Commissioners  of  Admiral, 
the  Navy,  enclosing  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brown,  on  behalf 
of  the  o^vners  of  the  Royal  Admiral,  representing  the  necessity  of 
a  guard,  to  consist  of  a  serjeant  and  12  soldiers,  to  sail  with  the 
convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Dundas  to 
enclose  the  said  extract  and  letter  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Secretary  at  War,  with  Mr.  Dundas's  opinion  that  the  request  of 
the  owners  of  the  Royal  Admiral  should  be  complied  with  on  the 
conditions  mentioned  in  Mr.  Brown's  letter.      I  am,  &c., 

John  King. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  loth  May,  1792.  ^^    ^^■■ 

Inclosed  I  transmit  you  copies  of  agreements  made  witli  Wm.  Apeement 
Peat,  the  master  carpenter,  and  Thomas  Allen,  the  master  miller,  carpenter 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas's  letter  to  you  of  this  date.     ^"^  miller. 

A  settler  of  the  name  of  Jameson,  a  farmer,  with  his  wife  and 
child,  accompanies  them  in  the  Royal  Admiral. 

The  observations  made  by  the  Commissary  respecting  the  articles 
which  have  already  been  sent  out  will  be  attended  to  in  the  future 
purchase  of  articles  for  New  South  Wales.     I  am,  <fcc., 

John  King. 

[Enclosure.] 
Agreement  with  Master  Miller. 
An  agreement  entered  into  and  made  the  fourteenth  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
between  Alexander  Davison,  of  Harper-street,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  and  Kjingdom  of  Great  Britain,  esq're,  in  virtue  of  a 
letter  or  authority  to  him  from  John  King,  esq're,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Under  Secretary's  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(on  behalf  of  Government)  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Allen,  now 
belonging  to  or  employed  in  the  King's  mills  at  Rotherliithe,  in 
the  said  county  of  Surrey,  niillei-,  of  the  other  part,  ;is  fcjUows  : — 

First  the  said  Thomas  Allen  doth  agree  witii  the  said  Alexander  Four  years 
Davison  that  he  will  embark  on  board  of  the  Royal  Admiral  for  «"'''■■''• 
New  South  Wales    to  act  as   a  master-miller  in   his  Majesty's 
service  in  miUs  in  that  country,  for  the  space  of  four  years,  com- 
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mencing  from  the  day  of  his  embarkation  to  the  said  country, 
when  he  shall  be  called  upon  for  that  purpose.  And  in  considera- 
tion of  which  the  said  Alexander  Davison  doth  promise  and  agree 
that  he  will  find,  or  cause  to  be  found,  for  the  said  Thomas  Allen, 
good  and  sufficient  clothing  and  provisions  during  the  whole  ot 
the  said  term  of  four  years,  commencing  as  aforesaid,  and  will 
also  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Thomas  Allen,  as  a  salary 
for  such  his  service,  the  annual  sum  of  fifty-two  pounds  ten 
shillings,  by  even  half-yearly  payments  during  the  said  term  of 
four  years,  the  first  payment  thereof  begin  and  be  made  at  the 
expiration  of  half  a  year  after  his  embarking  for  the  said  country, 
and  shall  and  will  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  the  expences  of  con- 
veying the  said  Thomas  Allen  to  the  said  settlement.  And  in 
case  the  said  Thomas  Allen  shall,  during  the  whole  of  the  said 
term,  serve  in  the  capacity  and  place  aforesaid,  that  he,  the  said 
Alexander  Davison,  will  pay  all  his  expences  of  returning  to 
England  at  the  expiration  thereof,  or  otherwise  occasion  a  free 
passage  to  him.  And  the  said  Alexander  Davison  doth  hereby 
require,  authorize,  and  empower  Arthur  Phillip,  esqr'e.  Governor 
of  the  said  colony,  to  provide  for  the  said  Thomas  Allen  such 
good  and  sufficient  clothing  and  provisions  as  aforesaid  during  the 
said  term,  and  to  pay  the  said  salary,  as  the  same  shall  become 
due  for  such  service,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Thomas  Allen,  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  and  also  to  pay  such  eventual 
expences  of  the  voyage  of  the  said  Thomas  Allen  from  the  said 
colony  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Thomas  Allen  doth  hereby 
further  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  that  he,  the  said  Thomas 
Allen,  will  well  and  truly  conduct,  demean,  and  behave  himself 
in  his  said  business  or  employ  of  a  master-miller  in  his  Majesty's 
service  as  aforesaid,  for  and  during  the  full  term  of  four  years, 
commencing  as  aforesaid.  And,  lastly,  the  said  parties  do  agree 
with  each  other  that  in  case  either  of  them  shall  not  well  and 
truly  perform  this  agreement,  and  carry  it  into  execution  as 
aforesaid,  that  the  party  non-performing  the  same  shall  and  will 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  other  of  them  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  as  soon  as  may  be  after  such  default. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals 
at  London,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

Alexr.  Davison. 
Thos.  Allen. 
Sealed  and  delivered  (being  first  duly  stamped)  in  the  presence 


of, 


Witness — John  Clarke. 


The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  15th  May,  1792. 

I  have  received  and  have  had  the  honour  of  laying  before 
his  Majesty  your  letters  of  the  numbers  and  dates  mentioned  in 
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the  margin,*  V)y  the  "\Vaaksainliey<l  and  tlie  Supply,  tender,  which,        1792 
notwithstanding  the  ditlerent  periods  they  set  out  at  fruni  New      15  May. 
South  \Yal^s,  arrived  here  at  the  same  instant,  t 

As  the  Royal  Admiral,  East  Tndiaman,  which  cari-ies  this  dis- 
patch, sails  immediately,  the  shoilness  of  the  time  will  not  allow 
me  to  answer  you  so  circumstantially  as  I  otherwise  should  do  as 
to  the  several  particulars  you  have  communicated  to  me. 

Of  these,  the  treatment  of  the  convicts  on  board  the  QOeen,  nureatment 
and  the  conduct  of  the  transports  in  canying  out  copper,  iron,  "^  convicts. 
and  such  other  articles  as  you  have  mentioned,  are  the  most 
material.      As  to  the  first,  I  highly  approve  of  the  examinations 
you  have  taken  and  transmitted  to  me.  + 

I  shall,  in  consequence,  take  care,  whenever  the  persons  con- 
cerned return  home,  that  justice  be  done. 

I  have,  on  the  same  principle,  thoroughly  investigated,  and  have  The  Second 
taken  the  necessary  steps  to  bring  forward  the  conduct  of  the  ^''^'-"'• 
parties  concei'ned  in  the  treatment  of  the  convicts  on  lioard  the 
Neptune,  Scarborough,  and  Surprize.§ 

The  articles  clandestinely  carried  out  by  the  transports  and  not  Contraband 
delivered  in  New  South  Wales,  in  point  of  fact,  are  to  be  con-  ^oo'^^- 
sidered  as  belonging  to  the  Navy  Board,  and  therefore,  altho'  I 
recommend  your  caution,  yet  I  should  have  been  better  satisfied 
with  your  having  made  a  seizure  of  them.|| 

It  is  proposed,  for  the  future,  to  transport  both  the  convicts 
and  such  articles  for  the  settlement  as  shall  ])e  sent  from  hence 
by  ships  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  I  trust  indiamen. 
that  by  this  means  the  evils  which  have  hitherto  subsisted  will  be 
put  an  end  to. 

The  fjuantity  of  spermaceti  whales  found  on  the  coast  may  >\'halinff. 
eventually  become  an  object  of  great  consequence  to  the  settle- 
ment, and  be  a  means  of  extending  the  communication  betwixt  it 
and  this  country  (as  well  as  others)  much  beyond  that  necessaiy 
degree  thereof  which  attains  at  present.  It  may,  therefore,  in 
future  become  expedient  to  make  such  local  regulations  as  to  the 
admission  of  certain  commodities,  such  as  spirits,  ttc,  as  may  he  imports, 
found  rcfiuisite,  but  for  the  present  I  should  apprehend  that  the 
port  orders,  carefully  executed,  will  be  sufiicient. 

Such  remaining  articles  as  the  colony  may  stand  in  need  of,  and 
such  settlers  as  are  inclined  to  go  (and  to  induce  whom  all  i-eason- 
able  encouragement  has  been   held  out)  will  be  sent  in  another  supplies. 
East  Indiaman,  orders  for  taking  up  which  have  already  been  given 
to  the  Navy  Board. 

*  No.  1— 1st  March,  1791.  No.  2— 4th  March,  1701.  No.  :! -r.th  >rarch,  1791.  No.  4— 
15t,h  March,  1791.  No.  5— 25th  March,  1791.  No.  (i  2Gth  March,  1791.  No  1  ^ith.Novein- 
bcr,  1791.  No.  2  7th  November,  1791.  No.  3-I)itto.  No.  4-Sth  November,  1,91.  No. 
5— l.'ith  November,  1791.  No.  0— 22nd  November,  1791.  No.  7-24tli  Noveniljer,  1791. 
No.  8— 2r.th  November,  1791.  Separate-21st  November,  1791.  l)itto-22iid  Novembor,_l,91. 
+  The  Waak.samhevd  sailed  27th  March,  1791.  The  Supply  sailed  27th  .November.  1,91 
J  Ante,  p.  538.         §  Ante,  pp.  354,  355,  307,  mS,  387,  38S.  II  Ante,  pp.  i>4, ,  549,  oM,  Ouj. 
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In  recurring  to  the  articles  intended  for  the  Pitt  and  compar- 
ing them  with  those  contained  in  the  hst  now  transmitted  by  you 
and  Mr.  Palmer,*  I  observe  that  many  of  them  are  of  the  same 
kind.  I  hope  therefore,  as  all  those  articles  shut  out  of  the  Pitt 
will  arrive  by  the  Britannia,  Kitty,  ai^d  Royal  Admiral,!  that  your 
immediate  wants  will  be  supplied.  I  have  nevertheless  taken  the 
proper  steps  to  procure  immediately  an  assortment  of  the  different 
articles  contained  in  the  Commissary's  list  above-mentioned,  and 
if  by  any  means  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  can  be  put  on 
board  the  Royal  Admiral,  it  shall  be  done.  At  all  events,  they 
shall  be  sent  by  the  next  Indiaman. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  desiring  that  in  future  the  Commis- 
sary's list  of  articles  wanted  may  contain,  for  the  information  of 
his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  the  number,  or  quantity,  of  each 
article  opposite  the  same. 

The  accounts  you  give  of  the  general  state  of  the  settlement, 
and  of  the  conduct  of  those  that  compose  it,  are  extremely  satis- 
factory, and  I  trust  a  short  period  will  render  it,  in  a  great 
measure,  independent  of  this  country,  as  to  the  mere  articles  of 
subsistence.  The  two  great  and  primary  objects  are  grain  and 
live  stock.  Until  a  sufficient  quantity  of  these  can  be  raised  for 
the  use  of  the  settlement,  the  real  amount  or  effect  of  its  exertions 
cannot  be  ascertained.  To  obtain  these  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms,  and  with  the  greatest  expedition,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
recourse  must  be  had  to  the  settlement  of  Fort  William.  J  The 
various  species  both  of  grain  and  live  stock  from  thence  must,  I 
conceive,  be  well  adapted  for  New  South  Wales.  I  propose, 
therefore  giving  such  directions  on  this  point  as  to  lead  to  your 
receiving  from  them  a  supply  of  those  articles  from  time  to  time. 

I  shall  enclose  in  this  letter  an  account  of  the  different  articles 
of  cloathing,  stores,  and  provisions,  which  accompany  it,  as  also 
a  list  of  the  convicts,  with  the  times  for  which  they  are  respec- 
tively ti'ansported.§ 

A  master  carpenter  and  a  master  miller  are  hired  for  the  ser\ace 
of  the  settlement,  and  will  sail  in  the  Royal  Admiral,  if  they  can 
be  received  on  board,  if  not,  certainly  in  the  next  Indiaman. 

There  will  likewise  by  this  or  the  next  opportunity  be  con- 
signed to  you,  a  certain  quantity  of  port  wine  and  tobacco,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  to  the  civil  and 
military  officers,  and  to  others,  at  prime  cost,  according  to  his 
discretion  ;  at  the  same  time  will  be  sent  an  allowance  of  rum  for 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  by  the  Kitty,  such  convict  artificers  were 
sent  as  you  have  stated  the  settlement  to  be  most  in  want  of. 


*  The  Commissary. 

t  The  Britannia  arrived  26th  July  ;  the  Kitty  18th  Nov. 

i  Calcutta.  §  Not  recorded. 


the  Royal  Admiral  7th  Oct. 
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In    consequence   of   the  observations  of   Mr.   Palmer  on  the       1W2 

articles  which  have  been   purchased  for   the  settlement  by  Mr.     15  May. 

Alexander  Davison,  I  have  thought  proper  to  give  directions  for 

the  inspection  of  such  articles  as  are  intended  for  New  South  '"spe^'^^'*^" 

"Wales  previous  to  their  being  put  on  board. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  assuring  you  how  much  Ph'."'P'3 

I  lament  that  the  ill  state  of  your  health  deprives  his   Majesty  lamented. 

of  your  fui'ther  services  in  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales, 

and  I  have  only  to  hope  that,  on  quitting  the  settlement,  you  will 

have  the  satisfaction  of  leaving  it  in  a  thriving  and  prosperous 

situation.  ,t      t-^ 

Hy.  Dundas. 

P.8. — Considering  the  small  number  of  acres  capable  of  cultiva- 
tion in  Norfolk  Island,  and  at  the  same  time  their  fertility,  I  Settlernent 
think  it  expedient  that  the  allotments  to  settlers  in  that  island  island, 
should  not  exceed  fifteen  acres. — Henry  Dundas. 


Wii.  Richards,  Junr.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 

Sir,  Queen's  Row,  Walworth,  21st  May,  1792,  21  May. 

I  hope  your  kindness  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in 
addressing  myself  to  you ;  but  being  fully  convinced  that,  pro- 
vided Government  did  but  contract  for  providing  the  settlement 
at  Port  Jackson  in  the  mode  and  manner  which  I  took  the  liberty 
some  time  back  of  mentioning,  it  would  be  attended  with  the  best 
consequences.  The  idea,  which  is  entertained,  of  being  supplied 
from  India  is  by  no  means  an  economical  one,  and  I  am  fully  per-  Supplies 
suaded  that  the  article  supplied  from  thence  will  cost  the  publick  uiX/irable. 
nearly  as  much  more  as  if  it  was  supplied  from  hence  ;  and  let  me 
assure  you,  sir,  that  whatever  offers  Government  may  have,  none 
can  be  more  beneficial  to  them  than  that  which  I  did  myself  the 
honor  to  lay  before  them  and  you.  No  honest  man  can  supply 
provisions  of  the  proper  quality,  and  packed  in  an  eligible  way  for 
so  long  a  passage,  for  less  than  at  that  ratio  which  I  pointed  out, 
and  which  I  understand  is  the  allowance  that  Governor  IMiillip 
•would  always  wish  to  have  in  store  to  be  issued  to  the  soldiers  and 
convicts,  &c. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  Government  should  adopt  such  a 
mode  of  supplying  the  settlement  independent  of  economy. 

The  last  accounts  from  the  settlement  are  very  far  from  flat- 
tering, and  in  consequence  of  an  apparent  want,  Gov.  Phillij>,  I 
understand,  has  dispatched  two  ^'essels — one  to  Calcutta,  the  other 
to  China — for  a  supi>ly.      Depend  on  it,  supplies  from  such  places  Forciiiri) 

...  ^  ^ /,  1  T  I-  fl  •  i       £  i.1         SUpullfH  will 

Will  never  answer.      Concerned  as  1  am  tor  tJie  nnprovement  ot  tlic  no^  answer, 
settlement  (having  been  the  first  who  undertook  that  l)usiness,  and 
which  was  quite  a  new  one,  and  meeting  with  great  opposition  in 
chartering  ships,  ikc),  I  cannot,  without  being  affected,  hear  the 

2  s 
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Transport 
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open  a  store, 


Trustworthy 
agents. 


An 

"eli^ble" 
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continual  murmurs  against  it,  and  which  might  in  a  great  measure 
be  done  away  by  an  agreement  similar  to  the  one  I  proposed.  I 
must  remark  that  I  have,  in  the  conducting  of  the  business,  as  far 
as  I  was  concerned,  acquitted  myself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have 
given  general  satisfaction,  tho'  I  am  soriy  to  say  that  from  the 
conductmg  of  it  since  Government  have  rather  themselves  to  blame, 
for  it  cannot  but  be  supposed  that  they  are  fully  capable  of  know- 
ing at  what  price  contractors  can  afford  to  convey  them  [convicts]  at. 
I  have  now  before  the  Treasury  a  proposal  (provided  the  India 
Company  will  load  my  ships  home  at  ,£10  per  ton),  to  take  the 
convicts  out  at  <£18  per  head,  which  is  much  lower  than  that  now 
paid  for  those  going  out  in  the  Royal  Admiral.  I  only  have  one 
further  proposition  to  make,  but  not  having  any  friends  who  could 
mention  me  and  point  out  the  advantages  of  the  offer  to  the 
Minister,  I  have  no  hope  in  succeding  in.  It  is,  provided  Go- 
vernment would  choose  to  enter  into  such  a  contract  as  I  have 
offered  them  for  the  supply  of  the  settlement,  and  would  also 
sanction  the  keeping  a  store  at  Port  Jackson  for  the  sale  of  other 
necessaries,  such  as  groceries,  soap,  &c.,  to  such  of  the  officers,  &:c., 
as  may  chuse  to  become  purchasers,  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  profit, 
and  also  give  a  grant  of  land,  I  would  become  a  settler  at  Port 
Jackson,  and  take  out  my  family  with  me,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  my  example  would  be  followed  by  many  others. 

The  contract  I  should  enter  into  should  be  placed  in  such  hands, 
for  my  benefit,  as  have  been  tried  by  Government,  and  have  con- 
ducted themselves  with  satisfaction,  credit,  and  reputation,  and 
also  be  under  their  inspection. 

Should,  sir,  these  ideas  meet  your  accord  I  should  be  happy, 
tho'  I  dare  not  hope,  that  you  would  lay  them  before  Mr.  Pitt. 
1  shall  esteem  your  answer  a  great  favour  conferred  on  me,  and- 
should  you  require  me  to  explain  to  you  my  private  reasons  why 
I  think  the  ojffer  may  be  considered  an  eligible  one,  I  shall  think 
myself  much  honoured  in  receiving  your  commands  to  wait  on  you 
for  that  purpose.  Yours,  &c., 

Wm.  Richards,  Juxr. 


23  May. 


The  Sirius. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  Captain  Hunter. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  23rd  May,  1792. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  10th  and  12th  inst., 
transmitting  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  petty  and  warrant  officers 
who  sei'ved  with  you  on  board  his  Maj.'s  late  ship  the  Sirius, 
with  vour  opinion  of  their  respective  mei'its,  together  with  your 
narrative  and  sketches  relating  to  it,  and  also  copies  of  the  surveys 
done  by  you  during  the  time  you  served  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  I  have  laid  the  same  before  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y. 

I  am,  &c., 

P.S. 
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Wsi.  Richards  Junr.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Pappi-s).        1792 

Si'"'  June  Oth,   1792.  6  June. 

I  took  the  liberty  on  the  2 1st  ult.  to  addres.s  nij.self  to  you 
respecting  furnishing  the  settlements  in  New  South  Wales  with  a 
permanent  supi)ly  of  provisions,  etc.,  at  a  given  ratio  and  price,  and  A  permanent 
to  always  kee])  six  months'  provision  in  store  at  that  ratio  for  the  proluiJila. 
number  of  people  in  the  settlement,  and  to  decrease  the  supplying 
them  as  the  colony  may  increase  in  the  means  of  rendring  itself 
independent.     At  the  same  time  I  stated  to  you,  sir,  that  if  Go- 
vernment would  enter  into  such  a  contract  with  me,  give  me  a 
grant  of  land,  and  also  sanction  the  keeping  of  a  store  to  supply  A  store, 
the  officers  and  settlers  that  may  be  induced  to  fix  their  abode 
there,  Avith  other  necessaries  at  a  fair  and  equitable  proffit,  I  would 
become  a  settler,  and  take  my  family  with  me.     I  am  still  of  the 
same  opinion,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  many  others  would 
be  induced  to  follow  my  example.     Being  in  a  situation  of  hearing 
the  sentiments  of  every  party  re.specting  the  colony,  the  conclusion 
which  I  have  drawn  is  this  :    That  many  people  would  go  to  New  Reasons  why 
South  Wales  if  they  were  sure  of  not  coming  to  want  the  nece.s-  norgo  out" 
saries  of  life,  and,  if  they  possessed  any  property,  could  jmrchase  '^  settlers, 
what  they  call    necessaries,  and   untill  Government  make  some 
contract  similar  to  the  one  proposed  by  me  they  will  never  have 
jiroper  persons  go  out  as  settlers.     Governor  Phillip,  in  all   his 
letters,  jDoints  out  the  necessity  of  sending  out  such  persons  as 
settlers  whose  interests  will  lead  them  to  forward  the  views  of 
Government.     No  thinking  man  possessed  of   any  independent 
property  will  go  to  a  place  to  live  without  in  some  measure  he 
can  feel  himself  assured  from  coming  to  want;  nor  can  he  think  Fears  for  the 
of  going  to  a  country  where  the  price  of  articles  (when  he  declares 
himself  independent  of  the  King's  store)  are  of  such  a  magnitude 
as  they  must  be  if  the  idea  of  being  suj^plied  from  India  is  pursued. 
I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  such  a  proposition  as  I  have  mentioned 
will  ]je  the  only  means  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people  at  How  thny 
present   there,  and   also  of  furthering  the  establishment  of  the  aUayeU 
colony  by  easing  the  minds  of  those  here  who  may  wish  to  become 
dwellers  in  that  country.      It  would  likewise  be   attended  with 
this  benefit :   As  on  every  occasion  when  Government  intend  to  send 
out  any  supplies  to  New  South  Wales  the  contract  is  pulilickly 
advertised,  the  expence  of  which  is  held  out  by  the  disaffected  to  the 
colony  thro'  the  medium  of  the  publick  prints  as  veiy  enormous,  Another 
in  the  mode  proposed  it  would  be  quietly  done,  and  not  the  least  "  ^'"'^'i**- 
notice  of  such  ships  being  intended  for  that  place  would  be  known, 
beside  other  advantages  to  the  publick  independent  of  its  being 
the  cheapest  and  most  economical. 

I  should  be  very  happy,  sir,  to  have  your  ojiinion  on  such  a  plan, 
and  to  know  your  sentiments  respecting  it.  I  should  have  lain  it 
before  Mr.  Pitt*  ;  but  as  my  letter  must  go  thro'  the  Treasury 


*  The  Prime  Minister. 
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1792       previous  to  reaching  him,  I  am  too  apt  to  think  (from  experience) 
5  June,      that  propositions  similar  to  mine  would  be  proposed  before  mine 
could  reach   his  hand.     But,  sir,  should   you  approve  it,  I  will 
endeavour  to  procure  interest  to  have  it  delivered  him. 

Yours,  (fee, 

Wm.  Richards,  Juxr. 


26  June. 

Samples  of 
clothing- 
from  India. 


Some 
Unsuitable. 


Damaged 
goods. 


Contract 
proposed. 


Ready-made 
clothin''. 


The  supply 
defective. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  26th  June,  1792. 

I  have  forwarded  the  samples  of  shoes,  blankets,  shirts, 
trousers,  frocks,  handkerchiefs,  and  cottons  which  have  been 
received  from  Messrs.  Lambert  and  Ross,  also  "two  shirts,  one 
frock,  and  one  pair  of  trousers,  received  as  samples,  from  Mr. 
Biddulph,  of  Calcutta."  His  shirts,  the  frocks,  and  the  trousers, 
which  are  distinguished  by  a  seal,  and  packed  separate  from 
the  rest,  appear  to  me  likely  to  answer  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to 
observe  that  most  of  the  cloths  and  the  osnaburghs  which  have 
been  sent  out  are  by  much  too  slight  to  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  intended.  I  have  directed  the  Commissary  to 
put  up  samples  of  the  osnaburghs  that  they  may  be  compared  with 
the  cottons  which  we  have  received  from  Calcutta. 

For  shirts,  the  osnaburghs  are  very  liadly  calculated,  and  when 
made  into  frocks  or  trousers  have  not  a  month's  wear  in  them. 
It  is  also  necessary  to  observe  that  many  of  the  bales  of  clothing 
have  been  greatly  damaged,  and  the  Commissary  informs  me  that 
he  has  opened  but  few  bales  of  osnaburghs  which  have  not  had 
several  damaged  pieces  in  the  middle  of  the  bale,  probaldy  from 
having  been  damp  and  heated.  If  a  contractor  in  India  will 
furnish  this  colony  with  trousers,  frocks,  and  shirts  as  good  as 
those  which  have  been  before-mentioned  as  marked  with  a  seal, 
and  packed  separate,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each  of  these  articles, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  great  saving  to  Government,  as  they  would 
be  delivered  here  at  the  expence  and  risk  of  the  contractor  ;  but  in 
that  case  they  must  be  made  of  a  proper  size,  the  samples  being 
much  too  small. 

I  would  wish  to  receive  the  clothing  ready  made,  as  we  can  now 
find  full  employment  for  all  the  women  as  hutkeepers,  or  at  labour 
in  the  fields  ;  and  to  which  other  reasons  might  be  added  ;  there  are 
many  little  abuses  in  the  cutting  out  and  making  up  of  clothing 
which  cannot  be  done  away  until  a  proper  building  is  ei'ected  for 
that  purpose,  and  a  proper  person  found  to  sui)erintend  it.  The 
women  in  general  marr}^  and  if  their  husbands  are  employed  in 
the  fields,  their  attendance  in  their  huts  is  necessary,  and  most  of 
them  have  children ;  and  the  quantity  of  clothing  immediately 
necessary  whenever  the  store-ships  arrive  is  now  become  so  very 
considerable  that  I  find  it  impossible  (having  the  clothing  to  make) 
to  supply  the  convicts  regularly  at  stated  periods. 
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Frocks,  trousers,  shirts,  shifts,  gowns,  ;uk1   petticoats  might,  I       1792 
presume,  be  made  in  India   for  this  colony,  and   by   introducing     2CJurie. 
one  stripe  of  a  different  colour  from  the  rest,  prevent  what  is  ciothiiT' 
intended  for  the  convicts  from  being  sohl  to  the  soldier  or  the  mii^iit  be 
settler  ;  and  such  distinguishing  mark  should  be  put  on  everything  'Cila.'" 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  convicts. 

A  copy  of  Mr.  Biddulph's  letter  to  me  is  inclosed.*  To  what 
Messrs.  Lambert,  Ross,  Sc  Co.  might  have  had  to  offer  on  that 
head  I  am  a  stranger,  as  Lieutenant  Bowen  was  obliged  to  sail 
without  having  received  his  letters,  or  a  copy  of  the  contract  made 
on  purchasing  the  provisions  for  this  colony,  and  for  which  he  had 
waited  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  as  long  as  he  judged  it  pi-udent. 

I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 


20  June. 


Secretary  Stephens  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  29th  June,  1792. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y  your 
letter  of  the  2Gth  March,  1791,  requesting  that  the  w-ant  of  the 
books  and  papers  therein  mentioned  may  be  dispensed  with,  they  Books  and 
having  been  lost  when  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  was  wrecked,  to  p*P"*  °*  • 
enable  you  to  pay  your  accounts  for  the  said  ship,  I  am  commanded 
by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  they  have  given  you  an 
order  for  that  purpose.  I  am,  itc," 

P.S. 

Sir  Geo.  Yonge  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  War  Office,  4th  July,  1792.  ^J^'y- 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  King  your  Nepean  and 
dispatch  of  the  15  Deer.,  1791, f  with  the  letters  and  papers  accom-  ^''^A'''^"''- 
panying  it  from  Capt.  Nepean  and  Lieut.  McArthur,  both  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  and  at  the  same  time  I  informed  his 
Majesty  that  Major  Grose  and  other  officei-s  of  his  corps  (among 
them  Captn.  Foveaux,  whose  absence  alone  appears  to  ha^"e  pi'e- 
•  vented  your  bringing  Mr.  McArthur  to  a  court-martial)  nmst 
have  arrived  at  Sydney  a  few  weeks  after  the  date  of  your  letter. 

His  Majesty  thinks  it  most  likely  that  the  arrival  of  those 
ofldcers  will  have  occasioned  you  to  take  some  further  steps  in  the 
affair,  the  result  of  which  must,  of  course,  be  waited  foi'  before 
his  Majesty  can  attempt  to  form  a  judgment  thereupon. 

His  Majesty  is  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  which,  in  the 
present  state  of   the  colony,   must   attend  the   assembling  of  a 
general  court-martial  in  New  South  Wales  ;    and  an  additit)nal 
difficulty  is  created  by  the  return  of  the  marine  officei-s  of  this  f>i>»tacies 
country,   whose  depositions  could    not   he  admitted   m  evidence  Hun. 

•  Ante,  pp.  S03,  504. 

t  This  (lespateli  :iii<i  its  enclosures  are  not  amon;;  the  transcriptions.    The  matter  to  which 
they  relate  is  not  mentioned  in  Phillip's  despatch  to  fJrcnville  of  the  same  date. 
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10  July. 


against  Captain  Nepean  without  his  express  and  spontaneous 
consent  :  on  the  other  hand,  the  oixlering  the  parties  home  with 
their  respective  witnesses  (most  of  whom,  if  not  all'  military- 
persons)  would  be  productive  of  at  least  equal  inconvenience  to 
your  Government,  and  so  much  time  might  elapse  before  the  trial 
could  be  brought  on  here  as  to  exceed  the  limits  of  a  military  pro- 
secution prescribed  by  the  Military  Act,  the  facts  alleged  against 
Lieut.  McArthur  being  understood  to  have  taken  place  a  consider- 
able time  before  he  left  Europe. 

Under  these  difficulties  I  am  ordered  to  acquaint  you  that 
nothing  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  his  Majesty  than  to  find  by 
a  subsequent  report  from  you  that  you  have  been  able,  in  some 
proper  way  or  other,  to  ascertain  the  real  circumstances  of  the 
difference  between  Captn.  Nepean  and  Lieut.  McArthur,  and 
to  supply  such  information  thereupon  as  may  affi^rd  to  his 
Majesty  the  means  of  deciding  upon  the  respective  conduct  of 
these  officers,  and  of  disposing  finally  of  the  business  without 
prejudice  to  the  honor  of  bis  service,  and  without  giving  either  of 
the  parties  just  cause  to  complain  that  they  have  not  been  allowed 
full  opportunity  of  justifying  themselves  upon  the  several  matters 
in  question.  I  have,  etc., 

- — ■  Geo.  Yonge. 

"Wm.  Richards,  June.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 

Sir,  Queen's  Row,  Walworth,  July  9th,  1792. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  you  on  the  21st  May  and  the 
5th  ultimo  respecting  an  idea  which  occurred  to  me  to  provide 
the  settlement  in  New  South  Wales  with  provisions,  &c.,  and 
offered  on  certain  conditions  to  become  a  settler  there.  I  must 
own  that  tlio'  these  suggestions  occurred  to  me,  yet  my  presumption 
in  requesting  your  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure 
was  presuming  too  much  on  your  kindness,  but  as  you  have  been 
pleased  on  former  occasions  to  favour  me  with  answers  to  letters 
which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with,  I  have 
thought  that  those  letters  mentioned  above  have  not  come  to  your 
hands.  If  my  addressing  myself  to  you  has  given  offence,  I 
sincerely  beg  your  pardon ;  nothing  could  have  induced  me  to 
have  done  it  but  the  desire  of  having  the  opinion  (if  you  had  con- 
descended so  far)  of  that  of  the  only  person  in  this  country  that 
was  anyways  capable  of  giving  one. 

I  beg  you  will  not  attribute  this  to  anything  but  the  respect 
which  always  has  emboldened,  Yours,  &c., 

Wm.  Richards,  Junr. 

Attached  to  the  above  letter  is  a  draft  reply,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  follows  : —  y  ,     -.  (-, 

It  was  not  from  any  disrespect  to  you  or  disapprobation  of  your 
plan  for  providing  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales  with  pro- 
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visions,  of  which  I  have  a  very  good  opinion,  that  I  have  dehayed        ^"^^ 
answering  your  letters.      I  waited  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Nepean,     lOJuiy. 
not  being  able  in  his  absence  to  gain  any  good  information  concern-  Business 
ing  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  ever  since  his  return  I  have  delayed, 
unfortunately  been  laid  up  by  the  gout,  which  still  confines  me  from 
taking  any  active  part  in  business.     Whenever  I  am  released  I  will 
look  into  your  business,  and  if  I  am  likely  to  be  able  to  promote  it 
effectually  I  will  not  fail  to  give  you  notice.  I  am,  itc. 

[Unsigned.] 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  "Whitehall,  14  July,  1792.         14  July. 

In  my  last  letter  of  the  15th  May,  I  stated  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  articles  left  out  of  the  Royal  Admiral,  together 
with  such  settlers  as  should  be  willing  to  embark  on  the  condi- 
tions held  out  to  them  (which  is  contained  in  the  enclosure  No.  1 ) 
would  be  sent  by  another  Indiaman,*  to  be  forthwith  taken  up  for 
that  purpose.  On  account  of  some  temporary  difficulties  whicli 
occurred,  but  which  will  for  the  future,  I  hope,  be  removed,  it 
was  judged  necessary,  to  avoid  delay,  to  send  by  the  Bellona,  The  Beiiona 
transport,!  which  conveys  this  letter,  as  many  of  the  above  articles  ''■■^"spo''t. 
as  she  could  carry,  together  with  a  millwright,  eleven  settler.s, 
and  ten  female  convicts.  I  am  .sorry  to  add  that  the  above 
settlers  are  as  yet  all  that  have  offered  themselves.  A-  list  of  ^^"^ 
those  articles ;  of  the  settlers,  with  their  particular  occupations 
annexed  to  their  names  ;  and  of  the  female  convicts,  with  their 
respective  periods  for  which  they  are  transported,  and  enclosed  in 
Nos.  2,  3,  and  4.  J 

From  the  description  you  have  given  of  the  settlement  at  New 
South  Wales,  it  appears   tliat  the   difficulty  which  attends   the  Difficulty  in 
clearing  of  the  ground  stands  much  in  the  way  of  its  being  culti-  ^rro^Jnd^'  "'*^ 
vated  to  any  considerable  extent. 

This  leads  me  to  view  the  increase  of  live  stock  as  a  primary  importance 
object.  I  have  some  hopes  that  you  may  receive  a  few  sheep  or 
horned  cattle,  or  both,  by  the  Royal  Admiral  from  the  Cape. 
At  the  same  time,  as  I  observed  in  my  last,  it  is  to  Bengal  that 
I  chiefly  look  for  an  efficient  supply  of  that  nature.  As  soon,  India  a 
therefore,  as  the  arrival  of  the  Discovery  [Daidalus]  shall  give  you 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  such  a  supply,  I  strongly  recommend 
your  despatching  her  to  Fort  William  for  that  purpose.  In  so 
doing,  I  conceive  it  will  be  expedient  in  the  outset  to  confine  the 
species  of  live  stock  chiefly  to  sheep  and  horned  cattle,  as  they  will 

*  Ante,  p.  624. 

t  The  Bellona  sailed  8th  Auffiist,  17i»2,  and  arrived  10th  .laiuiary,  1703.  Collins  in  his 
Account  of  New  South  Wales,  vol.  i.,  p.  2G2,  says  :  -"The  (Juakur  families  whicli  hiul  been 
expected  for  some  time  past  had  engiijred  to  take  their  p.assa;;e  in  tlie  licllona,  hut  it  was 
said  that  tlioy  had  hecn  diverted  from  their  purpose  by  some  misrepresentations  which  had 
been  made  to  them  res|)ectinfr  this  country." 

J  The  enclosures  are  not  available. 
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support  themselves  on  the  herbage  alone,  whereas  hogs,  poultiy, 
&c.,  must  occasion  a  considerable  deduction  from  the  quantity  of 
grain  and  pulse,  where  it  is  raised  only  in  small  quantities. 

Your  recommendation  of  several  persons  for  certain  salaries  or 
allowances  to  be  made  them  has  been  complied  with.  Under  the 
circumstances  you  have  stated,  I  approve  of  your  having  exer- 
cised your  discretion  with  respect  to  the  allotments  granted  to 
the  late  settlers.*  In  so  doing,  your  conduct  appears  to  have 
been  adapted  to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

In  answer  to  the  request  made  by  several  of  the  military  and 
ci^dl  officers  to  have  grants  of  land  made  them,  which  they  may 
dispose  of  at  tlieir  departure,  I  do  not  foresee  that  any  incon- 
venience can  arise  from  your  complying  with  their  requisitions, 
provided  the  allotments  are  made  not  with  a  view  to  a  temporary 
but  an  established  settlement  thereon ;  that  is,  comprehending  such 
portions  of  land,  and  in  such  situations  as  would  be  suitable  for  a 
bond  fide  settler  should  it  ever  come  into  the  hands  of  such  a  person. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  your  despatches  of  the 
dates  and  number  mentioned  in  the  margin,!  by  the  Gorgon,  and 
have  had  the  honour  to  lay  them,  with  their  several  enclosures, 
before  his  Majesty. 

The  causes  you  have  related  as  retarding  the  progi'ess  of  the  settle- 
ment are  certainly  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  referring  to  the 
calculations  you  have  made  of  the  probable  time  when  it  might  be 
able  to  support  itself.  But  those  causes  more  strongly  incline  me  to 
recommend  the  greatest  attention  to  the  increase  of  live  stock,  as 
mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  and  the  procuring  of  them 
from  Bengal,  whenever  an  opportunity  oft'ers,  for  that  purpose. 

Until  an  Act  of  Parliament  can  be  prepared  in  tlie  course  of  next 
session,  I  trust  that  the  authority  of  the  magistrates  in  Norfolk 
Island,  reserving  the  trial  of  capital  offenders  for  the  court  at  New 
South  Wales,  will  be  found  sufficient  f(jr  the  preservation  of  order 
or  the  purposes  of  justice. 

Tor  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  settlement,  I  have 
directed  that  a  certain  quantity  of  port  w^ine  and  tobacco  (speci- 
fied in  enclosure  No.  2)  shall  be  consigned  to  yoit,  in  order  that  you 
may  at  your  discretion  furnish  at  prime  co.st,  the  former  to  such  of 
the  civil  and  military  officers,  and  the  latter  to  such  of  the  men  as 
may  be  desirous  of  purchasing  the  same.       I  am,  Arc, 

Henry  Duxdas. 

P.S. — You  will  grant  permission  to  Mr.  Dennis  Considen  to 
return  to  England  should  his  health  still  continue  to  require  it. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  placing 
under  the  millwright  two  or  three  of  the  most  intelligent  convicts, 
being  carpenters. — H.D. 


*  See  Phillip's  Despatch,  ante,  p.  536. 
t  8th  December,  1791.     14th  December,  1791. 
ber,  1791.     17th  December,  1791. 


No.  9— loth  December,  1791.    16th  Decern- 
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Wm.  Richards,  Juxr.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers).        1792 
Sir,  Walworth,  17th  July,  1792.  iv  July. 

I  should  not  have  presumed  to  trouble  you  again,  Ijut  having 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  on  Friday  at  the  Treasury,  and 
mentioning  limestone,  which  G!ov.  Phillip  always  has  mentioned  I'''",*^'''r,n''„ 
in  his  letters  of  being  much  in  want  of,  induced  me  (as  I  went  to  purijoses.  " 
Dorking  on  Saturday  last  to  see  my  father)  to  enquire  the  i)rice, 
which  I  find,  including  carriage,  waterage,  etc.,  etc.,  will  not  exceed 
from  16s.  to  18s.  pr.  ton,  delivered  alongside  a  ship  at  Deptford, 
which  is  so  triffling  an  expence  compared  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  for  which  it  is  wanted,  viz.,  for  building,  and  to  lay  on  the 
ground,  where  it  will  effectually  kill  the  grub  and  other  insect,  which 
destroy  the  vegetation  as  soon  as  it  appears.  Dorking  limestone  is 
superior  to  every  limestone  in  this  country,  and  one  ton  will  go 
nearly  as  far  as  two  tons  of  any  other.     The  ships  may  ballast  with  ^^^y  ^f'  "^^'^ 

-..  ill!  C  ••11*1  T  *^   0^1  lust. 

this,  consequently  the  expence  oi  conveymg  it  would  be  saved. 

Should  you,  sir,  trouble  yourself  so  far  as  to  speak  in  my  favour 
respecting  the  supplying  the  colony,  you  may  be  assured  that  every 
possible  way  which  I  can  serve  the  colony  in  (independent  of  that 
which  concerns  my  particular  interest)  I  shall  exert;  and  should 
any  particular  species  of  provision  not  be  wanted  (that  is  mentioned 
in  the  ratio)  I  will  cheerfully  deduct  that  with  its  prime  cost  and 
charges  from  the  rest.      It  is  my  only  wish  to  })ermanently  sup})]y  Proposalsfor 
the  colony  to  secure  ease  to  the  minds  of  those  already  -there,  as  the  coioln-. 
well  as  those  who  would  l)e  induced  to  go  there,  and  to  promote 
the  views  and  interests  of  Government  in  forming  the  settlement. 
I  should  be  as  happy  to  decrease  the  supply  (according  to  the  con- 
tract I  might  enter  into)  as  the  colony  increases  in  cultivation,  as 
to  continue  supplying  the  full  ratio.      One  great  object  with  me  is 
to  bring  about  a  trade  tliere,  which  will  act  as  a  spur  to  the  indu.stry  Encourage- 
of  the  settlers  when  they  find  that  they  can  procure  necessaries  "raJe."' 
and  little  luxuries  such  as  tea,   sugar,  soap,  (fcc,  etc.,  for  the  jiro- 
ducts  of  the  country.     The  settlement,  in  time,  by  that  means,  may 
become  usefull  and  independent,  and  to  me  it  appears  clear  that  no 
other  method  but  such  a  one  as  this  will  ever  be  of  service  to  it. 
I  hope,  sir,  you  will  excuse  this  liberty. 

I  remain,  kc, 

Wm.  Richards,  Junior. 


W.  WiLBERFORCE,  EsQ.,  TO  ThE  RiGHT  HoN.   HeNRY  DuXDAS.* 

My  Dear  Dundas,  Near  Bath,  August  7tli,  1792.  ^  Augr. 

You  see  by  the  date  of  my  letter  that  1  have  obeyed  your 
instructions  in  returning  to  Bath,  which  I  did  the  instant  I  found 
I  was  not  to  be  call'd  into  Yorkshire.  'Tis  an  unnatural  .soi-t  of 
potation,  hot  water,  when  the  tliermometer  stands  at  72',  l)ut  the 
medical  men  all  recommend  it.     Ever  since  I  spoke  to  you  in  the 

*  A  private  letter. 
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1792        chaise,  as  we  were  coming  from  Wimbledon,  I  have  been  looking 

7  Au<<.      out  for  some  fit  clergyman  to  go  out  as  a  chaplain  to  IST.  S.  Wales, 

Asecoiicl       ^"^^  ^^^  Archbisliop  of  Canterbury,    to  whom  I  mention'd  the 

chaplain  for  matter  immediately  after,  has   been  doing   the   same.     I  began 

New  South  .  .    -. 

Wales.  almost  to  despair  of  success  (for  you  know  I  am  rather  difficult  to 

please  in  this  line),  when  I  heard  of  a  clergyman  of  the  name 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Porter,  who,  tho'  reluctantly,  had  consented  to  accept  the 
situation,  and  who  was  every  way  qualified  for  it.  I  wrote  with- 
out delay  to  the  archbishop,  thinking  it  right  so  to  do  before  I 
should  apply  to  you,  and  I  have  this  morning  receiv'd  his  answer, 
which  I  now  enclose.  Let  me  be  authorized,  therefore,  to  inform 
Mr.  Porter  that  he  may  have  the  appointment,*  and  the  sooner  he 
can  be  got  out  the  better,  not  only  lest  he  should  change  his 
mind,  but  because  of  the  extreme  want  of  ministerial  assistance 
in  that  country.  I  assure  you  most  solemnly  that  I  believe  this 
man  consents  from  the  same  principle  of  a  sense  of  duty  on  which 
a  soldier  encounters  the  heats  of  India  or  the  woods  of  America. 

Tho'  you  and  I  perhaps  (I  will  not  be  so  insincere,  and  there- 
fore so  unfriendly  as  not  to  leave  out  the  perhaps),  tho'  you  and 
I  do  not  agree  on  these  topics  of  a  religious  nature,  as  from  my 
heart  I  wish  we  did,  yet  I  am  sure  you  will  acknowledge  the 
propriety  of  endeavouring  for  the  happiness  of  every  community 
to  introduce  and  keep  alive  amongst  the  bulk  of  the  people  such 
a  sense  of  religion  as  will  make  them  temperate  and  orderly, 
and  domestic  and  contented.  Now,  as  I  remember,  you  remark'd 
this  holds  with  pecxiliar  force  in  the  case  of  such  a  society  as  that 
of  N.S.  Wales  ;  and  yet,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  amongst  the 
higher,  as  well  as  the  lower  ranks,  a  degree  of  open  profligacy 
and  vice  is  allowed  if  not  encouraged  there  which  exceeds  what 
we  suffer  to  appear  in  broad  day  in  this  country.  Two  clergy- 
men, one  at  each  settlement,  are  altogether  unequal  to  the  task 
of  watching  over  such  large  societies  in  that  attentive  way  that 
is  to  be  desir'd ;  I  wish  you  would  send  out  another  or  two  ;  and 
what  is  of  still  more  importance,  and  what  I  have  been  for  some 
time  turning  in  my  mind,  I  wish  you  would  send  out  a  few 
persons  with  small  salaries  to  take  on  them  the  office  of  school- 
masters ;  I  say  small  salaries,  because  if  you  were  to  give  large 
ones  improper  people  would  accept  the  situations  ;  if  you  would 
let  me  look  out  for  a  few  persons  fit  for  the  purpose  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  to  you ;  and  I  trust  you  know  me  well  enough  to 
believe  me,  with't  asseverations,  that  T  make  the  proposal,  not 
because  I  have  four  or  five  people  that  I  wish  to  do  jobs  for,  but 
because  I  am  desirous  of  promoting  the  temporal  and  eternal 
happiness  of  the  people  who  are  in  question.     I  have  written  in 

*  The  appointment  was  not  made.  Subsequently  the  position  of  assistant  chaplain  was 
griveii  to  the  Re\'.  Samuel  Marsden,  who  arrived  at  Sydnty  by  the  ship  William,  10th  March, 
1794. 
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great  haste,  but  was  unwilling  to  let  a  single  post  slip  oir  after       ^"^ 
hearing  from  the  archbishop  without  writing  to  you.      I  know      7  Aug. 
you  will  excuse  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  written,  because 
you  are  always  kind  to  me,  and  I  am  always,  my  dear  sir, 

W.    WiLBEUFOUCE, 
[Enclosure.] 

The  ARciiBisnop  of  Canterbury  to  W.  ^yILBERFORCE,  Esq. 
Dear  Sir,  Scarboro',  Aug'st  4,  1792.  4  Au- 

I  am  just  honoured  by  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
1st  instant,  respecting  a  clergyman  to  be  sent  to  Botany  Bay,  and 
it  gives  me  much  satisfaction  that  one  is  at  last  found  who  will 
undertake  that  difficult  and  important  mission ;  and  that  you 
have  the  respectable  testimony  of  Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds,  in  favor  of  Chaplain  for 
him  ;  under  these  circumstances  I  shall  withdraw  my  inquiries,  ^J'^^J- 
which  have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful.  I  heai-,  with  gi-eat  con- 
cern, of  a  complaint  in  your  eyes,  but  hope  the  mildness  of  the 
weather  at  present  will  aid  your  endeavors,  and  contribute  to  a 
speedy  removal  of  it.  I  am,  &c., 

J.  Cantuar. 

Capt.  Vancouver's  Expedition. — Notes  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks 

(Banks  Papers). 
1791. — Chatham. 
August. — Left  the  Cape  ;  went  to  Dusky  Bay ;  remained  there  -j.^^ 
three  weeks  ;   on  the  nio-lit  of  departure  from  thence  parted  com-  Chatham 

.,,     A     -m-  and  the 

pany  with  the  Discovery.  Discovery. 

December  27. — Arrived  at  Metaire  [Mattavai]  Bay  four  days 
after  the  Discovery  parted  company. 

1792. 

Stayed  a  month  at  Otaheite  ;  were  six  weeks  going  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands  ;  stayed  ten  days. 

April  17. — Made  the  coast  of  America. 

Aug.  28. — Anchored  atNootka,  where  the  store-ship  the  Da-dalus 
had  arrived  before.  Mr.  Hergest,  Mr.  Gooch,  and  one  seaman  had 
been  cut  off  at  Wohakoo.*  Two  years  more  will  scarce  complete 
the  research  to  be  done  on  the  coast.  Don  Quadra,  commandant  of 
the  Spaniards,  isf  ;  he  this  day  departs  for  New  Sjiain,  leaving 

a  frigate  in  charge  of  the  port.   Vessels  of  all  nations  are  in  the  port. 

1792. — Discovery. 
March  1st. — AiTived  at  Sandwich  Islands.     16. —  t  and 

wrote  this  letter  from  anchor.  Explored  the  south-west  side  of 
New  Holland  from  the  Chatham's,  lat.  35^  G3'  N.,  long. 
116°  35.V  E.  to   termination;  t   Island,  lat.  34°  22'  S., 

long.  12"2°  08^'  E.  Discovered  an  excellent  port  in  35"  05' 30", 
118"  14'  13",  "consisting  of  a  spacious  and  well-slicltcnMl  .smmd 
with  two  harbours — King  George  III  Sound.     Sailing  round  thu 

*  See  Lieutenant  Mcnzies'  account,  post,  p.  C38-C30.  t  Blank  in  nianuicript. 
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Applicant, 
for  the  Go- 
vernorship. 


south  promontory  of  'New  Zealand,  discovered  a  cluster  of  small 
rocky  islands,  seven  in  number,  extending  about  three  leagues, 
bearing  from  S.  Cape  S.  40,  W.  19  leagues,  lat.  48°  33'  S.,  long. 
166°  20'  E.,  called  the  Snares.  Discovered  an  island,  named 
Oparo,  lat.  27°  36'  30",  long.  215°  57',  inhabited  by  South 
Sea  people.  The  Chatham  discovered  an  island,  43°  48'  S.  1., 
183°  2'  E.,  and  sailed  nearly  in  an  E.  direction  for  12  leagues 
along  the  north  side  of  it ;  called  it  Chatham  Island.  Discovered 
another  in  lat.  23"^  42',  long.  212°  54'  ;  called  it  Broughton's  Isle. 
From  Owhyhee  they  called  at  Woaho,  and  on  their  arrival  at 
Altowai  did  not  find  the  store-shi]).  At  Altowai  were  three 
Englishmen  left  by  an  American  vessel  to  collect  sandalwood  and 
pearls.  During  their  absence  of  twenty  months  the  natives 
treated  them  well,  but  they  told  C.  Vancouver  that  Trassa  had 
captured  Metcalf's  schooner  and  killed  all  the  men  but  one,  who 
is  believed  to  be  residing  at  Owhyhee,  and  that  Oio,  King  of 
Altowai,  had  attempted  an  American  brig.  The  letter  was  left 
with  these  men.  Every  person  on  board  the  vessels,  except  Keal 
Coyle,  a  private  marine,  who  died  8tli  Sept.  last,  are  well. 


Sir, 


John  Dilkes  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 

Upper  Seymour-street,  19th  September,  1792. 
Having  heard  for  certain  some  time  past  that  Captain 
Phillip  had  applyed  to  be  superseeded  in  his  Government  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  understanding  from  general  report  that  it  was 
a  command  wish'd  for  but  by  very  few,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
Avriting  to  Mr.  Dundas  to  offer  my  service.* 

Understanding  that  there  is  not  anybody  yet  appointed,  and  still 
hearing  it  more  decried  by  my  brother  officers,  I  presume  to  request 
the  favour  of  you  to  state  the  very  anxious  wish  I  have  of  going 
to  that  country  for  some  years,  which  wish  and  thirty-.six  years' 
service  is  all  the  merit  and  interest  I  can  venture  to  boast. 


I  am,  ikc. 


Could  I  have  been  certain  Mr. 
should  not  have  given  this  trouble. 


John  Dilkes. 
Dundas  received  my  letter  I 


Wm.  Richards,  Junr.,   to  The  Eight  Hon.  Henry  Dundas 

(Banks  Pai)ers). 
20  Sept.  Sir,  20th  Sept.,  1792. 

I  took  the  liberty,  on  the  2nd  July  last,  to  propose  terms 
Conveyance  to  convey  the  convicts  to  Port  Jackson,  New  S.  "Wales,  such  as  I 
ho])ed  would  meet  your  accord.  As  the  season  is  now  approaching 
when  more  will  be  sent  out,  I  take  this  liberty  of  renewing  my 
offer,  having  endeavoured  to  make  it  meet  the  wishes  of  Government 
by  being  paid  for  those  that  are  landed. 


of  convicts. 


*  The  offer  was  not  entertained. 


PROPOSALS   FOR   SUPPLYING   THE   SETTLEMENT.  G37 

Limestone  being  nientionotl  hy  Gov.  Pliillii>  as  much  wanted  in        1792 
the  colonies,  the  expence  of  sending  it  out  will  amount  to  nu-rely     20  Sept. 
a  trifle.   The  best  Dorking  limestone  can  be  procured  and  delivered  Limestone 
alongside  a  ship  at  Deptford  (time  being  allowed  to  collect  it)   at  as  ballast, 
not  more  than  from   16s,  to  18s.  per  ton.     Any  ship  that  loads 
for  that  place  must  take  Itallast,  and  limestone  will  be  as  good 
ballast  as  anything,   also   a  barge    may   lay  along.side   the  ship 
when  loading,  and  limestone  may  be  put  away  in  places  where 
no  pa^^kage  can  Ije  put,  consequently  there  will  be  no  expence  in 
conveying  it,  and  its  consequence  to  the  colony  is  very  great,  as  it  other  uses, 
not  only  will  serve  for  building,  when  made  into  lime,  but  also 
for  manure,  as  well  as  destroy  the  grulJo  and  other  insects  which 
hinder  vegetation. 

I  did  myself  also  the  honor,  some  time  back,  to  propose  to 
supply  the  colony  with  a  regular  ratio  of  provision  at  p.  head  p.  Provisions, 
clay,  to  always  keep  six  months'  jjrovision  in  store,  and  to  continue 
the  supply  untill  the  colony  could  be  capable  of  maintaining  itself, 
as  also  to  decrease  the  supply  in  any  particular  article  as  the 
settlement  rendered  itself  independent. 

It  suggested  to  me  that  a  contract  of  that  nature,  not  being 
entered  into  by  Government,  only  hindered  proper  persons  from 
offering  themselves  to  go  out  as  settlers,  such  as  are  mentioned  by 
Gov.  Phillip  in  his  letters  to  be  much  wanted,  "people  who.se  obstacles  to 
interest  it  will  be  to  foi-ward  the  views  of  Government.^'  Many  ^  ^'"^"  * 
such  of  small  independencies  would  be  induced  to  go  out  were  they 
assured  (by  a  contract  to  be  made  similar  to  that  I  proposed) 
that  they  could  always  procure  from  some  store  subsistence  should 
their  own  crops  fail  them.  Should  Government  be  induced  to 
enter  into  such  a  contract  with  me  (and  which  T  am  confident  is 
the  most  economical  way  of  supplying  the  settlement  with  pro-  p^^j^^gj,,  ^^ 
Aisions),  sanction  my  keeping  a  store  at  Port  Jackson  for  supplying  open  a  sioro. 
the  officers  and  others  with  necessaries  such  as  tea,  sugar,  soap, 
»tc.,  as  a  return  for  the  articles  of  the  country,  itc,  and  give  me  a 
grant  of  laud,  I  would  become  a  settler,  and  I  am  certain  that 
numbers  would  follow  my  example  in  a  very  short  time.  Con- 
fident as  I  am  that  such  a  step  would  contribute  more  to  establish 
the  colony,  to  open  a  trade  for  anything  which  the  country  would 
produce,  and  to  act  as  a  spur  to  the  industry  of  the  colonists, 
emboldens  me  to  trouble  you  with  this.  Should  it  ne<'d  your 
accord  you  may  rest  assured  that  1  shall  conduct  myself  with 
satisfaction  to  all  parties,  and  give  pi-oi)er  security  to  the  jjublick 
for  the  business  being  conducted  to  meet  the  wishes  of  every 
individual. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suV)joining  the  price  of  flour  at  Bengal  on 
the  9th  January  last,  compared  to  the  price  of  the  same  article  at  "J;;;?^!^''"' 
present  in  London,  which  proves  that  the  colony  can   be   sr-rved  ,;^ici,i 
T);>uch  cheaper  from  hence  with  every  article  (rice  excepted)  than 
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1792       can  be  procured  from   India,  freight,  commission  and  charges   I 
20  Sept     suppose  alike,  tho'  I  think  the  India  charge  would  be  most. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wm.  Richards,  Junr. 
Calcutta,  9th  January,  1792. 
Flour,  7  sicca  rupees  p.  mound  of  82  lb.      (The  current 
rupee  at  the  Compy.'s  Exchange  is  2s.)     16  per 
ct.  on  do.  is  a  sicca  rupee,  which  makes  the  sicca 
rupee  2s.  4d.,  which  is  16s.  8d.  per  mound  or  per 
cwt. 
Best  kiln-dried  2nd  flour  at  the  present  price  in  London 
is  p.  cwt.  ... 


26  Sept. 


£1     1 
0  15 


6 


From 

England  to 
Nootka. 


Massacre 
at  the 
Sandwich 
Islands. 


Difference  in  price 


0     5     8 


The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  to  W.  Richards,  Junk. 

(Banks  Papers). 
Sir,  Whitehall,  26th  Sept.,  1792. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant.  The 
subjects  to  which  it  relates  will  very  shortly  be  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Government,  when  the  j^roposals  contained  in  your 
letter  will  be  duly  weighed.*  I  am,  &c., 

Henry  Dundas. 

Lieutenant  Menzies  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Banks  Papers). 

Sir  Joseph,  Nootka  Sound,  Sept.  26th,  1792. 

I  was  favoured  with  your  letter  by  the  Daedalus,  store-ship, 
on  our  arrival  here  about  twenty  days  ago.  This  ship  has  been 
about  eleven  months  on  her  passage  from  England.  On  this  side 
of  Cape  Horn  she  touched  at  the  Marquesas,  and  in  a  few  days 
after  leaving  them  at  a  cluster  of  islands,  where  they  found  a  fine 
harbour,  and  received  good  refreshments  and  much  civility  from 
the  inhabitants.  Though  these  were  a  new  discovery  to  them,  we 
have  since  learned  that  the  Americans  claim  a  priority. 

They  afterwards  touched  at  the  Sandwich  Isles,  where  they  un- 
fortunately lost  Lieut.  Hergest,  Mr.  Gooch  the  astronomer,  and  one 
seaman  at  the  Island  of  Woahoo,  on  the  10th  of  May  last.  The 
manner  in  which  this  fatal  accident  happened  (they  say)  was  thus : — 
The  vessel  was  laying  off  and  on  in  Whyteetee  Bay,  on  the  south 
side  of  Woahoo,  while  they  were  procuring  water  and  refreshments. 
Lieut.  Hergest  conceiving  that  this  business  was  going  on  rather 
tlildtory,  ordered  a  few  empty  casks  into  the  boat,  and  he  and  Mr. 
Gooch  went  on  shore  unarmed,  to  see  the  duty  forwai-ded.  While 
the  casks  were  filling  they  both  took  a  short  walk  back  into  a 


*  Under  contract  with  Mr.  Richards  the  Boddingtons  and  Sugarcane  were  sent  out  in  1793 
with  300  convicts  from  Ireland. 
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neighbouring  plantation,  and  in  the  meantime  a  scuffle  hap])one(l       ^^ 
on  the  beach  between  the  boat's  crew  and  the  natives,  in  which  one     26  Sept. 
seaman  was  killed  before  they  could  get  to  the  few  arms  they  had  ^  se^mau 
in  the  boat.     Some  of  the  boat's  crew  afterwards  landed,  and  saw  kiik-d. 
at  a  distance  a  gi'oup  of  the  natives  surrounding  Messi-s.  Hergest  Lieutenant 
and  Gooch,  hustling  them  back  into  the  mountains,  and  stripping  Mr  "(roodi' 
them,  as  they  thought,  of  their  clothes.     The  natives  now  arming  carried  off 
themselves  on  all  sides,  with  clubs,  spears,  and  stones,  obliged  them 
to  retreat  to  their  boat  for  safety  and  join  the  ship,  which  soon  after 
came  to  an  anchor,  and  on  the  follo^ving  day  sent  an  armed  boat 
on  shore  to  demand  the  two  gentlemen,  when  they  were  informed 
of  their  being  both  massacred  on  the  preceding  e\ening,  and  could  and  killed, 
procure  no  part  of  them,  as  tlie  natives  were  all  armed  on  an 
adjacent  hill,  where  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  u.se  any  compul- 
sive means.       Thus   situated  they  left  the  Sandwich  Island,  and 
arrived  here  about  the  beginning  of  July. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  you  a  short  account  of  our  own 
progress  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to  you  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.     We  left  that  place  on  the  27th  of  August,  1791,  and 
afterwards  experienced  a  series  of  tempestuous  weather  until  we 
passed  the  meridian  of  the  east  end  of  Madagascar.     On  the  26th  [j°"![,^^^^.°'g_ 
September  we  made  the  coast  of  N.  Holland,  in  the  lat.  of  3.5° 
south  and  long.  116°  15"  east.      We  coasted  on  to  the  eastward  for 
about  33  leagues,  when  we  entered  a  harbour  which  obtained  the 
name  of  King  George  Sound,  in  lat.  35°  5"  south  and  long.  118°  16"  |>j."»^,g,g 
east.     Here  we  remained  for  about  a  fortnight,  which  gave  me  an  sound, 
opportunity  of  examining  the  country  in  various  excursions  round 
the    south,  making  a  copious  collection  of  its  vegetable  produc- 
tions, particularly  the    genus  BANKSIA,  which  are  here  very 
numerous.     The  climate  appears  to  be  exceeding  favourable.     The 
soil  tho'  light  is  good,  and  productive  of  a  vast  variety  of  vegetables,  c^^^^to 
particularly  inland,  Avhere  the  country  appears  chiefly  covered  with 
wood,  diversified  with  pleasing  pasturage  and  gentle  rising  hills  of 
a  very  moderate  height,  well  watered  in  many   places  by  small 
rivulets.     Whatever  grains  grow  at  the  Cape  would,  I  am  certain, 
flourish  here  in  greater  perfection;   in   .short,   it  is  a  delightful  a  ddightful 
country,    and    well  worth  a  more  particular  investigation  from 
Government  on  account  of  its  nearness  and  easy  access  to  our 
settlements  in  India.     We  saw  no  natives  or  quadrujteds  of  any 
kind  during  our  stay,  tho'  some  recent  traces  of  the  furiuer  were 
very  evident  in  two  deserted  villages  at  the  head  of  the  Sound. 

After  leaving  it  we  traced  the  coast  about  sixty  leagues  further  to 
the  eastward,  and  quitted  it  on  the  15th  of  October,  in  the  latitude  of 
34°  22"  south,  and  about  the  longitude  of  122°  east,  shaping  our 
course  for  Van  Diemen's  Land,  which  we  made  on  the  26th,  and  i)ass- 
ing  round  it  on  the  following  day  entered  Dusky  Bay,  N.  Zealand,  Now^^ 
on  the  2nd  Nov.,  where  we  remained  twenty  days,  and  where  I  was 
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particularly  entertained  among  a  vast  variety  of  cryptogamic  plants, 
of  whicli  I  have  made  a  tolerable  good  collection,  and  added  a  new 
genus  to  the  order  of  Musci.   Next  day,  after  departing  from  Dusky 
Bay,  we  discovered,  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind  which  separated  us 
from  our  consort,  a  cluster  of  dreary  barren  rocks  and  islets,  which  we 
called  the  Snares,  off  the  south-west  end  of  N.  Zealand,  in  lat.  48°  3" 
south  and  long.  166°  20"  east ;  and  in  our  passage  we  discovered  a 
small  inhabited  island,  about  eight  or  nine  leagues  in  circumference, 
in  the  lat.  of  27°  36"  south  and  long.  215°  57"  east  from  Greenwich.' 
We  anchored  in  Mattavai  Bay  on  the  30th  December,  where  we 
joined  our  consort,*  who  arrived  about  a  week  before  us.    Here  the 
natives  informed  us  of  the  departure  of  Capt.   Edwards  in  the 
Pandora,  frigate,  mth  13  of  the  Bounty's  people,  but  we  are  now 
sorry  to  learn  of  her  being  since  lost  m  the  Endeavour  Straights. 
We  left  Otaheite  on  the  24th  January,  1792,  and  made  Owhyhee 
on  the  1st  of  March,  where  we  left  Tooworero   with  his  friend 
Tianna,  the  hero  of  Mears'  voyage.     We  continued  among  these 
islands  till  the  16th,   when  we  directed  our  course  to  the  N.W. 
coast  of  America,  and  made  New  Albion  on  the  17th  of  April,  in 
lat.  39°  20'  north,and  longitude  236°  18'  east.   We  continued  tracuag 
the  coast  to  the  northward  without  being  able  to  find  a  harbour 
or  inlet  till  we  entered  the  Straits  of  Juan  de  Eucaf  on  the  29th,  in 
lat.  48°  24'  N.     Erom  this  to  Cape  Mendocino,  in  lat.  40°  30'  N. 
and  long.  235°  48'  E.,  the  coast  preserves  nearly  a  south  direction, 
and  affords  in  many  places,  particularly  to  the  southward,  most 
beautiful  prospects  of  hills  and  dales,  varied  with  woods  and  ex- 
tended  pastures  mounting  up  their  sides,  presenting  to   the  eye 
delightful  rural  landscapes,  and  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  a  montainous 
country  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  which  I  could  not  pass 
without  often  regretting  my  not  being  able  to  land  and  examine 
it  more  particularly.      We  understand  at  present  the  Spaniards 
have  no  settlement  to  the  northward  of  Port  St.  Francisco  excepting 
Nootka,  and  one  lately  established  at  the  entrance  of  De  Euca 
Straits.      It  may  appear  curious  that  on  the  day  we  made  the  Straits 
of  Juan  De  Euca  we  should  fall  in  with  the  very  same  Capt.  Gray, 
which  in  Mears'  voyage  is  said  to  perform  that  wonderful  interior 
navigation  in  the  sloop  Washington.      I  accompanied  one   of  the 
officers  on  board  his  vessel,  the  Columbia,  and  he  positively  averred 
to  us  that  he  was  never  above  50  miles  up  the  Straits,  and  came 
back  the  same  way  he  entered,  and  Mr.  Duffin,  who  is  in  this  port 
at  present  waiting  to  carry  our  despatches  to  China,  says  that  he 
himself  was  not  above  14  leagues  up.       On  comparing  this  to  Mr. 
Mears'  assertions  you  will  see  the  difference.      A  little  within  the 
straits,  which  is  about  4  leagues  wide,  we  passed  a  small  port  on  our 
right  hand,  where  the  Spaniards  have  since  established  a  settle- 

*  The  Chatham.    Lieutenant  Menzies  was  on  board  Captain  Vancouver's  ship,  the  Discoverj'. 
t  See  Lord  Grenville's  despatch,  ante,  p.  451. 
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ment,  and  continued  our  course  in  an  easterly  din^ction  for  a])out       1792 
80  miles.  ^  Here  the  straits  Maidens  to  about  7  leagues  and  divides     20  Sept. 
•  out  in  vario as  directions  ;  some  branches  out  in  a  south  and  south- 
easterly direction  for  about  50  or  60  miles  into  a  fine  level  country, 
which  obtained  the  name  of  New  Georgia,  abounding  with  extended  ^'ew 
lawns  and  rich  jjastures,  not  unlike  in  beauty  of  jn-ospect  the  most  *^''**'^''''- 
admired  parks  in  England.     Others  branch'out  to  the  northward 
and  north-eastward,  but  the  principal  branch  leads  to  the  north- 
westward, which,  after  examinLug   all   the   others  attentively  to 
their  terminations,  we  jmrsued,  passing  behind  Nootka,  about  20 
leagues  inland,  and  came  out  to  the  sea  on  the  9th  of  Aug.,  about 
the  latitude  of  51°  10'  N. 

After  this  we  again  resumed  our  interior  examination,  keeping 
the  continental  shore  aboard  to  the  latitude  of  52 1\  Here  a  series 
of  dirty  rainy  weather  obliged  us  in  some  measure  to  relinquish 
our  northern  pursuits  for  this  season,  and  being  informed  l>y  one  of 
the  traders  of  the  store-ship*  being  at  Nootka,  and  the  cata.strophe  Nootka. 
that  Ijefel  her,  we  again  came  out  to  sea  about  the  lat.  51°  40'  on 
the  20th  of  Aug.,  and  arrived  here  on  the  28th,  where  we  found 
Don  Quadra,  Governor  of  St.  Bias,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
royal  na^y  of  Mexico  and  Callif ornia,  an  officer  to  whose  liberiility  Hospitality 
and  friendly  hospitality  we  are  all  ready  to  testify  our  sincerest  spanbh 
gratitude.     He  had  his  broad  pendant  on  board  a  brig  laying  in  Governor. 
the  cove,  the  rest  of  his  vessels,  to  the  number  of  six,  being  at  this 
time  out  examining  different  parts  of  the  coast,  two  of  which  we 
had  left  in  De  Fuca's  Straits  behind  Nootka. 

He  lived  on  shore  at  a  very  decent  planked  hou.se,  considering 
the  situation,  where  he  kept  an  open  table,  I  may  say,  for  the 
otticers  of  every  vessel  that  visited  the  port,  and  supplied  them  on 
board  with  greens  and  milk  daily. 

On  our  arrival  he  told  Capt.  Vancouver  that  he  would  put  him  He  promises 
in  possession  of  this  territory  and  port,t  agreeable  to  his  orders  tiiL^terri-  ^'^ 
and  the  ^vish  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  giving   up  all  the   houses,  ^^>'- 
gardens,  &c.,  &c.,  as  they  stood,  and  that  he  would  haul  down  the 
Spanish  colours  before  he  went  away,   and  on  our  hoisting  the 
English  colours  that  he  would  salute  the  British   flag.     But  on 
the  arrival  afterwards  of  an  American  trader,  Capt.  Inghram,  he 
wonderfully  prevaricated  from  his  first  intentions,  as  we  believe 
by  the  advice  of  this  man  (Inghram),  and  would  not  give  u])  any 
part  excepting  a  small  nook  of  the   cove,  about  100  yards   wide,  o,{|*^on7!''a 
where  Mr.  Mears  had  his  house  and  built  his  vessel,  which  could  portion. 
not  be  accepted  of. 

Don  Quadra  left  this  place  a  few  days  ago  in  the  brig  for  St. 
Bias,  parting  with  us  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  ami  leaving 
Don  Coamano  and  a  frigate  to  comiyand  here  in  his  absence,  but 
we  expect  to  see  him  soon  again  on  our  way  to  the  southward  at 
the  port  of  Monterey  in  Callifornia.   He  put  himself  under  my  cure 

2  T  •  xhe  Daedalus.  t  Ante,  p.  451. 
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as  a  patient  on  our  arrival  here  for  a  severe  head-ache  of  which  he 
complained,  he  said,  for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  I  was  extremely- 
happy  that  my  endeavours  proved  serviceahle  in  the  re-establish- 
ment of  his  health  before  he  went  away. 

The  surgeon  of  the  Discovery  is  to  return  to  England  in  the  store- 
ship  by  the  way  of  Botany  Bay  on  account  of  the  ill  state  of  his 
health,  and  Capt.  Vancouver's  earnest  solicitations  has  induced  me 
to  accept  his  place,  with  this  proviso,  that  he  will  take  care  it  will 
not  interfere  but  as  little  as  possible  with  my  other  pursuits  ; 
indeed  I  have  in  some  measure  attended  the  surgeon's  duty  since 
we  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  account  of  Mr.  Cranston's 
indisposition,  and  constantly  prescribed  for  Capt.  Vancouver  liim- 
self  since  we  left  England,  so  that  the  diiference  now  of  attending 
the  duty  wholly  will  be  very  little,  as  I  have  two  assistants,  and 
the  ship  in  general  healthy  ;  besides,  I  have  by  this  change  got  an 
additional  cabin,  which  will  be  very  serviceable  in  preserving  my 
collections,  so  that  I  trust  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation,  as 
I  can  assure  you  that  my  endeavours  will  suffer  no  abatement  in 
consequence  thereof  in  executing  the  object  of  my  mission. 

Mr.  Mudge,  1st  lieu't  of  the  Discovery,  goes  home  by  the  way  of 
China  with  dispatches  for  the  Admir'y,  under  whose  care  I  send 
this  and  a  box  of  seeds  directed  to  you  for  his  Majesty's  gardens; 
and  as  it  is  said  that  the  Chatham  will  sail  in  tlie  course  of  a  few 
days  for  England  by  the  way  of  Cape  Horn  I  will  embrace  that 
opportunity  to  send  duplicates. 

I  am  also  happy  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Johnstone  is  lately 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  I  have,  itc, 

Archibald  Menzies. 


lOct. 


Proposals 
for  convey- 
ance of 
convicts. 


"VVm.  Richards,  Junr.,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (Baiiks  Papers). 

1st  Oct.,  1792. 
Wm.  Richards,  jini'r,  most  respectfuU  compliments  wait  on  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  takes  the  liberty  of  enclosing  him  a  copy  of  a  letter 
W.R.  sent  to  Mr.  Dundas  on  the  20th  ult'o,  with  Mr.  Dundas 
answer.  Should  Sir  Joseph  Banks  deem  the  proposals  sufficient 
to  meet  his  patronage  and  support,  W.R,  shall  esteem  himself 
highly  honored,  and  will  most  gratefully  acknowledge  Sir  Joseph 
Banks'  kindness  in  speaking  in  his  behalf  to  Mr.  Dundas. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  may  rest  assured  that  should  Government 
think  proper  to  engage  with  W.R.  in  the  proposals  that  every 
matter  shall  be  conducted  so  as  to  give  full  satisfaction.* 

W.R.  hopes  Sir  Joseph  Banks  will  excuse  this  liberty,  and  be 
pleased  to  give  him  a  reply.  . 


*  The  proposals  were  accepted,  with  some  moJifications.     See  memorandum  of  contract, 
post,  p.  C71. 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Tjik  Plight  Hox.  Hrxry  Duvdas.  1792 

Sir,  Sytlney,  New  Soutli  Wales,  October  2n(l,  1792.  2  Oct 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  the  10th  of  January,  1792,* 
by  the  13i-itannia,  which  sliip  arrived  the  26th  of  last  July  ;  and 
I  am  liappy  to  find  that  my  services  have  met  witli  ai)probation.  Approval  of 
I  will  not,  sir,  trouble  you  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  wants  of  "oiucoftice. 
this  colony,  as  duplicates  of  my  letters  by  the  Pitt  go  l)y  this  con- 
veyance, further  than  to  say  what  may  point  out  the  necessity  of 
an  innnediate  and  adequate  supply. 

With  respect  to  those  articles  of  which  the  colony  stands  so 
much  in  need,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  all  those  wants  which 
have  been  pointed  out  in  my  different  letters  from  time  to  time  wants  still 
still  exist,  or  with  very  few  exceptions ;  and  for  iron  pots  in  ''■'^'*'- 
particular,  however  trifling  the  article,  we  have  been  nearly  as 
much  distressed  as  for  provisions  ;  cross-cut  saws,  axes,  and'  the 
various  tools  for  husbandry  are  also  much  wanted  ;  many  of  those 
articles  are  now  made  here,  but  the  demand  for  them  is  greater 
than  can  be  supplied,  as  most  of  what  have  been  received  from 
England  are  worn  out. 

With  respect  to  the  cloathing,  the  osnaburghs  sent  out  are  iu 
themselves  ill  calculated  for  the  cloathing  of  men  who  work  in  the 
woods.      Many  bales  which  have  been  received,  though  not  I'otten, 
have  been  so  much  injured  from  the  damp  tliat  they  have  scarcely  ciotuiiv,' 
borne  washing  a  second  time,  and  one-third  of  what  was  sent  by  ^nd ''°''''' 
the  Britannia  was  totally  destroyed,   and  several   bales  of  cloth,  destroyed, 
and  other  articles,  much  injured. 

I  have,  sir,  in  a  former  letter,  wished  to  have  the  men's  cloathing  clothing; 
ready  made,   as  many   inconveniences   attend  our   receiving  the  readv^inade 
materials,  as  I  had  first  desired. 

"The  having  between  three  and  four  thousand  peo])le,  who  are 
generally  in  such  a  state  when  the  supplies  arrive  that  a  considerable 
time  passes  before  they  can  be  cloathed,  and  from  the  ditHcnlties 
attending  the  making  up  of  cloathing  for  such  a  number  of  people." 

The  Atlantic  returned  to  this  port  from  Calcutta  on  the  2Uth  of 
last  June,  and  one-third  of  every  article  received  by  that  ship,  as 
well  as  what  was  received  by  the  Britannia,  has  been  sent  to  ."^ondinK  to 
Norfolk  Island  by  the  Atlantic,  which  returned  from  thence  the  isia„"i. 
30th  of  last  month,  and  will,  I  hope,  sail  for  England  by  the 
middle  of  November  next.  Nothinir  will  detain  her  a  moment 
after  the  ship  is  ready  for  sea. 

There  remains  at  present  in  this  colony  of  flour  and  rice,  as  bread- 
sufficient  for  ninety-six  days,  at  two  pounds  of  flour  and  five  ]iouiuls 
of  rice  per  man  for  seven  days,  salt  provisions  suiliricnt  for  seventy 
days   at  a   full  ration,  and  of  pease  and  dholl  sufficient  for  one  stock  of 

■  fluiiuiicsy 

hundred  and  fifty-six  days,  at  three  pounds  per  week  for  each  man. 

In  Norfolk  Island  their  provisions  will  last  for  a   longer  time. 

You  will,    sir,   naturally  suppo.se   that  1    anxiously  look  for   the 

*  Ante,  p.  5S''. 
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arrival  of  those  ships  by  which  we  expect  a  further  supply  of 
provisions,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
adverting  to  the  observation  I  have  so  often  made,  that  the  colony, 
having  been  almost  constantly  on  a  reduced  ration,  is  a  great 
check  on  the  public  labour,  as  well  as  the  cause  of  many  very 
unpleasant  circumstances.  Men  who  are  inclined  to  be  discon- 
tented find  an  ample  source,  and  the  convicts  an  unanswerable 
excuse,  when  pressed  to  labour.  Nor  are  these  the  only  evils 
which  attend  the  untoward  circumstances  which  have  kept  this 
colony  in  such  a  state  for  nearly  four  years.  When  the  Atlantic 
arrived  from  Bengal,  this  settlement  had  only  thirteen  days'  flour 
and  forty -five  days'  maize  in  store  at  the  ration  then  issued,  which 
was  one  pound  and  a  half  of  flour  and  four  pounds  of  maize  per 
man  for  seven  days.  And  when  the  Britannia  arrived,  we  had 
only  salt  provisions  for  fifty-three  days  at  the  then  ration,  which 
was  only  two  ])ounds  of  pork  per  man  for  seven  days. 

The  arrival  of  the  above  sliips  put  it  in  my  power  to  increase 
the  ration,  and  which,  though  at  present  little  inferior  to  the  full 
ration,  is,  from  the  nature  of  some  articles,  and  the  deficiency  of 
others,  very  far  from  being  satisfactory  ;  nor  can  the  present  ration 
be  continued  many  days  longer  if  the  Kitty  does  not  arrive. 
The  expences  attending  the  supplying  the  colony  with  the  provisions 
received  from  Calcutta  by  the  Atlantic  will  be  seen  by  the  accounts 
which  accompany  this  letter*;  and  I  have  only  to  observe  that  the 
different  articles  are  very  inferior  to  those  of  a  similar  nature 
which  are  furnished  from  Eui'ope. 

Eight  casks  of  salt  provisions  which  were  sent  from  Calcutta 
on  speculation,  though  used  as  soon  as  landed,  were  very  bad,  but 
the  small  quantity  of  provisions  in  store  obliges  me  to  order  it  to 
be  issued.  It  is,  sir,  also  necessary  to  observe  that  the  beef 
received  from  the  Britannia  is  bad  in  kind ;  it  has  been  surveyed 
by  two  officers,  a  lieutenant  and  a  master  of  the  Navy.  Their 
report  states,  after  weighing  and  examining  a  considerable  number 
of  casks  :  "  That  the  average  loss  on  the  hogslieads  agreeable  to 
the  contents  marked  on  them  is  thirty-six  pounds  and  one-third, 
and  on  the  tierces  twenty  pounds  and  one-third.  And  that  the 
whole  of  the  beef  appears  to  be  lean,  bony,  and  very  coarse,  and 
inferior  in  quality  to  any  we  have  ever  seen  issued  in  his  Majesty's 
service." 

In  addition  to  the  provisions  received  from  Messrs.  Lambert, 
Ross,  &  Co.,  a  merchant,  the  Hon.  John  Cochrane,  sent  eight  casks 
of  the  finest,  and  of  the  second  sort  of  flour,  and  soojee,t  and  which 
he  offered  to  warrant  for  a  twelvemonth,  but  wdien  landed  it  was 
in  such  a  state  from  being  heated,  and  from  the  weevil,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  cause  it  to  be  immediately  issued.  The  enclosed 
extract  from  Mr.  Cochrane's  letterj  contains  his  proposal  for 
furnishing  this  settlement  with  those  articles. 


*  Not  available. 


t  A  kind  of  flour. 


}  Post,  p.  049. 


A    GOOD    HATIVEST.  C45 

"With  respect  to  the  cattle  purchased  at  Calcutta,  viz.,  two  bulls,        1792 
one  cow,  one  calf,  two  rams,  eighteen  ewes,  and  twenty  goats,  one      2  Oct. 
calf,  eight  ewes,  and  thirteen  goats  died  on  the  voyage ;  and  the 
bulls  being  of  the  buffalo  breed  will  not  connect  themselves  with 
our  cows,  which  are  of  the  European  breed.     The  only  cow  received  L'^«  stock 
from  Calcutta  was  so  weak  when  landed  that  she  has   been   since  'j"^"''''*'" 
lost  by  falling  into  the  water  when  going  to  drink.     We  have, 
however,  three  very  fine  bull  calves,  which  promise  well. 

You  will,  sir,  observe  by  this  detail  that  the  period  at  which 
the  colony  will  supply  its  inhabitants  with  animal  food  is  ni'arly 
as  distant  at  present  as  it  was  when  I  first  landed  in  this  country.  Local  meat 
I  have  in  my  former  letters  mentioned  the  means  which  appeared  proiuibiil^.' 
to  me  to  be  the  readiest  and  most  certain  to  stock  this  country 
with  cattle ;  merchant  ships  will  do  but  little,  and  I  fear  that 
little  will  be  done  at  a  very  great  expence. 

Of  the  pi-esent  state  of  this  settlement,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
assuring  you  that  the  soil  and  its  produce  more  than  answer  the 
expectations  which  I  have  formerly  given.     Our  last  year's  crop  of 
maize,  notwithstanding  the  long  drought,  was  4,844-|^  bushels,  of  ^^^vest 
which  2,649|  bushels  have  been  issued  as  bread  for  the  colony,  695 
bushels  reserved  for  seed  and  other  purposes,  and  not  less  than 
1,500  bushels  were  stolen  from  the  grounds,  notwithstanding  every  The  fields 
possible  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  it.*     From  the  time  the  P*  '^'^'" 
corn  began  to  ripen  to  the  time  it  was  housed,  the  convicts  were 
pressed  by  hunger,  and  great  quantities  were  stolen  and  concealed  J*^^!^^",' 
in  the  woods  ;  several  convicts  died  from  feeding  on  it  in  its  crude  want, 
state,  when  carrying  the  grain  to  the  public  granary.     But  in 
speaking  of    these   people,  it  is  but  just  to  observe  that  I  can 
recollect  very  few  crimes  during  the  last  three  years  but  what  have 
been  committed  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life. 

One  thousand  acres  of  ground  are  in  cultivation  on  the  public 
account,  of  which  800  are  in  maize,  the  rest  in  wheat  and  barley, 
at  Parramatta  and  a  new  settlement  formed  about  three  miles  to 
the  westward  of  Parramatta,  and  to  which  I  have  given  the  name 
of  Toon-gab-be,t  a  name  by  which  the  natives  distinguish  the  spot.  ToonRabbc^ 
The  soil  is  good,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place  there  are 
several  thousand  acres  of  exceeding  good  ground.  The  quantity 
of  ground  in  cultivation  by  the  settlers  is  416  acres,  and  they  have 
97  acres  more  ground  cleared  of  timber. |  By  the  land  in  cultiva- 
tion some  judgment  may  be  formed  as  to  the  corn,  which  may  next 
year  be  carried  into  the  store  towards  the  support  of  the  colony. 
And  I  flatter  myself  that  the  time  now  approaches  in  which   this 

«  Note  by  Governor  Phillip.— 383  bushels  of  wheat  and  59  of  barley  are  sown  in  the  public 
grounds,  and  255  bushels  of  wheat  have  been  issued  in  lieu  of  bre;ul. 

t  Phillip  divides  the  words  into  syllables,  but  it  was  afterwards  spelt  Toongabbc.  Tlio 
place  became  a  valuable  settlement. 

t  Note  by  Gnvenwr  I'hitlip.— Acres  of  land  in  cultivation,  on  the  public  account,  1,000  ; 
garden  ground,  100  ;  settlers"  ground,  415;  whole  quantity  of  ground  in  cultivation,  l,jlO. 
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country  will  be  able  to  supply  its  inhabitants  with  grain ;  but  no 
dependance  must  be  placed  on  a  crop  while  it  is  in  the  ground, 
consequently  regular  supplies  of  flour,  &c.,  from  Europe  will  be 
necessary  until  there  is  a  sufiicient  quantity  in  store  to  serve  the 
colony  for  one  year  at  least.  The  grub,  as  in  all  new  grounds,  is 
very  destructive.  The  crop  may  fail  from  a  dry  season,  or  be  lost 
from  fire  or  other  accidents,  and  to  which  it  may  naturally  be  sup- 
posed the  crops  in  this  country  are  more  exposed  than  in  Europe. 

My  letters  by  the  Svxpply,  Gorgon,  and  Pitt  will  have  shewn  that 
I  look  to  England  for  the  necessary  supplies,  of  which  we  still  stand 
in  great  need,  and  which  I  doubt  not  are  now  on  their  passage ;  but 
the  great  length  of  time  in  which  this  colony  has  remained  in  its 
present  state  takes  away  hope  from  many,  and  the  consequences 
must  be  obvious.  It  has,  sir,  been  my  fate  to  point  out  wants  from 
year  to  year;  it  has  been  a  duty  the  severest  I  have  ever  experienced. 
Did  those  wants  only  respect  myself  or  a  few  individuals  I  should 
be  silent ;  but  here  are  numbers  who  bear  them  badly  ;  nor  has 
the  colony  suffered  more  from  wanting  what  we  have  not  received 
than  from  the  supplies  we  have  received  not  arriving  in  time. 

What  is  observed  respecting  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  such  convicts  as  propose  to  become  settlers,  in  yours 
of  the  10th  of  January  marked  No.  2,*  shall  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  separate  letter. 

It  is,  sir,  observed  in  the  above  letter  that  no  return  was  made 
of  the  stock  of  provisions  in  my  dispatches  sent  by  the  Justinian, 
consequently  that  no  exact  calculation  could  be  made  on  that 
head.  I  had,  sir,  particularly  directed  the  Commissary  to  make 
that  return,  and  which,  as  far  as  his  memory  serves  him,  was  sent 
to  the  Lords  Commissionei's  of  the  Treasury. 

The  information  given  by  Major  Ross,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th 
of  August,  1790,  will  be  adverted  to  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the 
present  state  of  Norfolk  Island,  as  will  also  what  relates  to 
increasing  the  number  of  people  and  the  administration  of  justice 
in  that  settlement. 

It  has  long  been  my  wish  to  stock  this  country  with  cattle,  as 
recommended ;  but  it  has  never  been  in  my  povv^er  to  take  any 
step  towards  obtaining  that  desirable  end.  And  here  I  must  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  my  former  letters,  which  will  point  out  hoAV 
utterly  impossible  it  has  been  for  me  ever  to  employ  a  ship  on 
that  service.  The  Dpedalus  has  been  pointed  out  as  a  vessel  to  be 
employed  for  that  purpose  when  she  i-eturns  from  the  north-west 
coast  of  America,  if  not  wanted  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  by  the 
vessels  employed  on  a  survey.  How  far  the  Da?dalus  may  arrive 
here  in  a  state  fit  to  proceed  to  sea  again  in  any  time  after  a 
voyage  of  such  a  length  must  be  very  uncertain,  and  it  will 
require  a  great  length  of  time,  and  I  fear  be  attended  with  very 
great  expence,  if  this  country  is  to  be  stocked  with  cattle  through 


*  Ante,  pp.  585,  586. 
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the  means  of  one  or  two  liired  transports,  wliere  tlie  interests  of       1792 
the  owners  are  so  directly  opposed  to  the  interests  of  tlie  Crown,      2  uct. 
and  every  possible  pretence  is  made  use  of  to  create  delays;  Ijut, 
sir,  I  have  to  beg  your  pardon  for  obtruding  my  opinion  on  tiiis 
subject,  having  so  often  done  it  in  my  former  letters,  and  I  shall 
follow  the  directions  I  have  received  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Z.  Clarke,  having  jjeen  appointed  Deputy-Commissary  of 
Stores  and  Provisions  on  Norfolk  Island,  will  relieve  the  person 
now  charged  with  that  duty,*  and  who  will  be  employed  at  this 
settlement.     When  the  description  of  people  who  form  this  colony 
is  considered,  I  presume  the  necessity  of  iiaving  storekeepers  at  store- 
the  different  settlements  on  whom  some  dependance  can  bo  placed  supIt^-'^"'' 
will  appear,  and  I  have  ]>een  under  the  necessity  of  adding  one  tendcius. 
to  the  number  at  Sydney,  and  one  is  also  appointed  at  Norfolk 
Island ;  but  no  more  has  been  promised  them  than  what  is  paid 
to  the  superintendants,  and  with  which  they  are  satisfied,  in  hopes 
of  being  placed  in  better  situations  hereafter. 

The  one  whom  I  have  appointed  at  Sydney  was  a  sergeant  of 

marines,  and  the  one  at  Norfolk  Island  came  from  England  with 

Lieut. -Governor   Kino-.       The    expence  attendin-'   these  apiioint-  Small 

1        •  1    expense 

ments  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  very  trifling  wlien  compared  with 
Avhat  has  been  hitherto  lost  from  the  public  stoi'es. 

The  remittance  to  be  expected  from  the  Kittyt  will  be  applied  Economy, 
for  the  purposes  pointed  out,  and  that  with  the  sti-ictest  economy. 

If  people  for  superintendants  of  such  descriptions  as  have  been  Supcrin- 
pointed  out   can   be  found  they  will  be  very  useful.      Of  those  settltrs. 
which  have  already  been  received,  one  is  become  a  settler,  and  is 
doing  well ;   a  second  has  been  discharged  as  useless  in  every 
respect ;  and  a  third,  who  can  be  well  spared,  will  be  discharged, 
as  wishing  to  become  a  settler. 

The  steps  wdiich  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  have  been  taken  Absconders, 
to  prevent  the  ships  from  carrying  away  the  convicts  will,  I  douljt 
not,  answer  the  purpose  J  ;  and  the  necessary  proofs  against  the 
master  of  any  ship  who  may  offend  in  future  will  be  transmitted. 

The  information  respecting  the  promise  made  to  the  New  South  The  soldierb" 
Wales  Corps  respecting  their  receiving  the  usual  ration,  spirits  "^  '°"' 
excepted,  without  any  deduction  being  made  from  their  pay,!^  has 
been  communicated  to  Major  Grose,  who,  on  his  arrival,  was  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  intentions  of  Government  on  that  head. 

With  respect  to  some  of  the  marines  inlisting  in  the  additional  Extra  rom- 
company,  forty-seven  have  already  ent(;red  with  Caj)tain  (Jec 
Johnston,  the  offic(;r  who  was  left  with  the  command  of  the  marines 
when  Major  Ross  embarked,  as  will  be  explained  in  a  lettei-  which 
accompanies  this. 

The  supplying  the  deficiency  of  spirits  with  beer  may  be  done 
hereafter,  but  the  former  part  of  this  letter  will  show  that  tliat 
time  is  distant. 

*  Mr.  EoKcr  Morley.  t  Ante,  p.  589.  t  Ante,  p.  58S.  §  Ante,  p.  5SS. 
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Quaker 
families. 


Why  more 
ships  were 
asked  for. 


No 

personal 

object. 


Spirits 
welcome. 


More  provi- 
sions 
wanted. 


As  a  ship  of  foui'  hundred  tons  is  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  out  such  articles  as  have  been  required,  I  hope  her  speedy 
arrival,  and  that  the  fifteen  families  of  quakers  will  come  by  that 
conveyance.* 

You  have,  sir,  observed  in  yovir  letter,  that  "the  Admiralty 
had  not  determined  on  replacing  the  Sirius,  but  that  that  circum- 
stance would  not  occasion  any  decrease  of  the  pecuniary  emolu- 
ments with  which  I  understood  my  situation  was  to  be  attended." 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  opinion  I  gave  as  to  the  necessity  of 
employing  King's  ships  on  this  station — that  is,  as  I  explained  in 
my  letters,  ships  having  the  officers  requisite  for  keeping  a  proper 
discipline  on  board,  and  deterring  the  convicts  from  making  any 
attempt  to  escape  by  seizing  on  the  ship — did  not  proceed  from 
any  view  of  pecuniary  advantage  to  myself,  and  to  Avhich  I  never 
adverted.  That  object  never  drew  my  attention,  and  the  advan- 
tages I  derived  from  the  Sirius — a  captain's  pay  for  a  sixth  rate — 
being  by  the  royal  instructions  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April, 
1787,t  directed  to  be  continued,  although  there  should  not  be  any 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  employed  on  this  station,  rendered  it  totally 
unnecessary  for  me  to  wish  for  a  King's  ship  under  any  other  idea 
but  the  one  pointed  out  in  my  letters.  As  that  proposition  does 
not  appear  to  meet  their  Lordships'  ideas,  I  have  prepared  for  the 
safety  of  such  ships  as  may  be  employed  here,  as  far  as  depends  on 
me,  by  sending  to  Norfolk  Island  those  whom  it  might  be  presumed 
would  be  the  ringleaders,  should  the  seizing  of  any  transport  be 
ever  determined  on. 

In  the  enclosure  containing  a  list  of  the  articles  to  be  sent  out, 
marked  A,|  I  observe  that  "two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nineteen  gallons  of  rum,  being  an  allowance  of  half  a  gallon  for 
each  person  per  annum,"  was  to  be  shipped,  and  it  is  with  great 
satisfaction  I  observe  from  the  words  which  I  have  quoted  that 
Government  has  included  the  convicts,  for  it  is  a  bounty  which 
many  of  those  people  well  deserve — and  to  the  undeserving  it 
never  will  be  given.  At  the  same  time,  I  fear  that  the  soldiers 
not  receiving  the  customary  allowance  of  si)irits  as  in  other 
garrisons  will  be  the  source  of  great  discontent. 

The  quantity  of  provisions  necessary  to  serve  this  colony  for 
twelve  months  is  enclosed  |  ;  and  I  presume  a  more  considerable 
quantity  of  provisions  than  what  is  mentioned  as  shipped  on  boai'd 
the  Britannia  and  the  ships  which  were  taken  up  when  your  letter 
Avas  dated  will  immediately  follow.  Salt  provisions,  which  will 
keep  good  for  any  time  in  this  climate,  can  only  be  procured  from 
Europe.  The  badness  of  what  was  brought  from  other  parts  has 
been  already  mentioned. 

*  The  determination  of  the  Eng-lish  Government  to  send  to  New  South  Wales  a  number  of 
Quaker  families  had  its  ori^fin  in  the  proposal  of  Sutton,  ante,  pp.  580-585.     It  was  not 
carried  into  effect  owing  to  the  delay  tliat  took  place  in  making  arrang-ements. 
t  Ante,  p.  89.  X  Not  recorded. 


PRIVATE    TRADE.  649 

The  Commissary  being  obliged  to  purchase  various  articles  out       1792 
df  the  Pitt,  where  the  private  property  sokl  in  this  settlement      2  Oct 
amounted  to  upwards  of  four  thousand  pounds,  may  serve  in  some 
measure  to  point  out  what  might  be  brought  by  a  ship  loaded 
wholly  on  the  account  of  Government.    Many  of  the  most  necessary 
articles  which  had  been  put  on  board  that  ship  were  afterwards 
landed,  and  yet  the  stowage  of  those  articles  would  not  have  taken 
up  one-quarter  of  the  stowage  which  the  private  trade  took  up.  private 
It  is  not,  sir,  to  reflect  on  the  person  who  commanded  the  Pitt  *"*^'^- 
that  I  make  this  observation,  but  from  feeling  the  obligation  of 
pointing  out  a  circumstance  which  may  prevent  a  similar  evil, 
the  effects  of  which  are  at  this  moment  severely  felt  in  the  colony. 
A  copy  of  the  return  of  those  convicts  who  died,  or  run  from 
the  Pitt,  as  sworn  to  by  the  naval  agent,  is  enclosed*  ;  and  some 
restrictions  to  prevent  the  convicts  being  permitted  to  go  on  shore 
for  the  convenience  of  individuals,  by  which  means  I  understand 
several  were  lost  from  the  Pitt,   will,   I  apprehend,   be  thought 
necessary.  I  have,  etc., 

[Enclosure.]  ^-   ^"ILLIP. 

The  Hon.  John  Cochrane  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Honble.  John  Cochrane,  dated 
Calcutta,  18th  March,  1792. 
"  On  the  arrival  of  the  Atlantic,  store-ship,  I  tendered  my  services 
to  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  ship  was  recommended  to  supply  a 
considerable  quantity  of  flour  on  the  same  terms  as  I  lately  sup-  offer  of 
plied  the  East  India  Company  for  their  troops  on  the  coast  'of  """"^ 
Cromandel  and  Malabar,  and  to  guarantee  its    keeping.     But  as 
Messrs.  Lambert  &  Ross  have  taken  the  whole  contract,  they  have 
not  thought  proper  to  apply  to  me  for  any.     Lieutenant  Lowen 
has  been  so  obliging  as  to  allow  me  to  send  you  eight  casks  of 
flour  of  my  own  manufactory,  two  casks  of  the  finest  flour  bolted 
on  cloth  No.  1,  two  casks  of  second  quality  flne  flour,  two  casks 
of  tine  soojah,  or  what  the  French  call  roulon,  and  two  casks  of 
second  quality  of  soojah.     The  flour  you  will  And  on  inspection 
to  be  as  tine  as  any  English  Hour,  but  not  so  white  in  colour  ;  the 
reason  is  this  :  that  the  red  wheat  in  this  country  is  more  plentiful 
than  the  white  wheat. 

If  you  approve  of  what  I  now  send  as  a  trial,  by  the  time  your 
orders  can  come  back  I  will  be  abb;  to  furnish  you  with  any 
quantity.  The  second  flour  now  sent,  and  which  in  fact  is  etjual 
to  fine,  and  the  second  soojah  is  what  I  would  recommend  for  your 
cargo.  Flour — two-thirds  to  1)0  flour  and  one-third  soojah.  I  will 
furnish  you  with  flour  and  soojah  of  the  abu\c  .pialities,  citlu-r  injurs  ^.^^ 
or  casks,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  shillings  sterling  l)er  cwt.  of  1  iLi  II).,  """  * 
and  be  answerable  for  its  keeping  gool  for  twelve  months,  or  I 
will  supply  it  to  you  at  the  fair  market  price  of  Calcutta,  or  the 

*  Not  rccorJcJ. 
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price  at  whicli  flour  or  soojali  of  the  same  quality  sells  for  in  the 
market,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  clerk  of  the  market,  or  by  any 
person  you  may  ajipoint." 


4  Oct. 


The 
Atlantic. 


An  extra 
company 
raised 
from  the 
marines. 


Substitutes 
for  butter. 


The 
Neptune. 


Governor  Phillip  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  4th  October,  1792. 

You  will  please  to  inform  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  Atlantic,  store-ship, 
which  returned  to  this  jDort  the  20th  of  last  June  from  Calcutta, 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Bowen,  naval  agent,  is  now  fitting 
for  sea,  and  will  sail  for  England  with  the  remainder  of  the 
detachment  of  marines  now  on  duty  in  this  settlement  by  the 
middle  of  next  month. 

You  will,  sir,  also  inform  their  Lordships  that,  pursuant  to  his 
Majesty's  pleasure,  communicated  to  me  thi-ough  the  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  when  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  that  a 
company  was  to  be  raised  from  the  marines,  to  be  annexed  to  the 
New  South  Wales  corps,  and  that  his  Majesty  was  graciously 
pleased  to  permit  me  to  recommend  tlie  officers  for  that  company 
from  the  marines.  I  have  recommended  Captain  George  Jolmston 
for  the  command  of  the  company,  and  that  forty-seven  men  from 
the  marines  having  inlisted  with  that  officer  are  discharged  from 
that  corps.  Sergeant  Thomas  Smith  is  also  discharged  from  the 
marines,  being  appointed  a  storekeeper  under  the  Commissary 
for  this  territory.  I  am,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  4th  October,  1792. 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  lOtli  of  January,  1792, 
and  which  I  have  barely  time  to  acknowledge. 

With  respect  to  what  I  had  formerly  observed,  relative  to  the 
butter,  and  which  led  to  a  supposition  that  that  article  might  be 
dispensed  with  in  future,  I  did,  sir,  think  that  butter  which  does 
not  keep  good  for  any  length  of  time  in  a  hot  country,  and  of 
which  there  is  always  a  great  waste,  might  be  better  supplied  by 
some  other  article  ;  oil,  as  you  observe,  or  sugar,  are  undoubtedly 
to  be  preferred. 

An  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  tlie  master  of  the  Neptune*  will, 
I  make  no  doubt,  have  a  good  efiect,  and  which  I  believe  to  have 
been  highly  necessary,  for  the  convicts  were  certainly  very  ill- 
treated  ;  but  no  specific  charge  was  ever  brouglit  against  him 
here,  and  the  first  knowledge  I  had  of  some  circumstances,  which, 
from  the  affidavits  that  have  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  it  is 
said  I  censured,  Avas  from  these  papers  themselves. 


*  Ante,  p.  590. 
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It  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  observe  that  it  will  be  some  time  1792 
before  a  suffieieut  quantity  of  pease  can  be  raised  here  for  the  use  4  oct. 
of  the  garrison,  and  by  whom  every  article  customary  in  other  ,.    — 

,1  •'  >'  I  ease. 

garrisons  is  expected. 

I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  iron  pots  are  not  included  amongst  No  iron  pots, 
the  articles  to  be  expected  by  the  next  ship,  and  which  are  even 
more  necessary  than  cloathing.     They  should  be  from  one  to  five 
gallons  ;  about  six  hundred  pots  from  one  to  three  gallons,  and 
four  hundred  of  from  three  to  live  gallons  will  be  necessary. 

I  have,  tie, 
A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Ptionx  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  4th  October,  1792. 

The  inclosed  letter  from  the  major-commandant  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  and  which  is  accompanied  with  my  answer, 
will  serve  to  show  the  necessity  of  this  colony's  receiving  a  regular  Ret^uiar 
supply  of  provisions,  and  the  opinion  formed  of  those  supplies  neJ^^^ary 
which  have  been  received  from  India. 

I  am   sensible  that   the  officers  and  men  want  conveniences 
which  are  found  in  garrisons  long  established  ;  but  here  are  some 
advantages  to  the  officer  and  soldier  not  to  be  found  elsewliere,  and  dlsai^'' 
and  when  the  ration  is  regular,   and   the    means    of    providing  ^anta^'es. 
necessaries  for  the  soldier  is  in  a  proper  channel,  I  believe  tliere 
will  be  no  complaints  of  this  country. 

The  Britannia  was  at  anchor  in  the  lower  part  of  the  harljour.  The 
ready  to  sail  for  New  Zealand,  when  I  was  informed  that  the  hi'r'S'w^ 
officers  had  come  to  a  resolution  of  hiring  that  ship  to  go  to  the  officers. 
Ca[)e  of  Good  Hope,  and  in  the  same  evening  I  saw  Major  Grose 
on  the  subject ;  but  being  of  a  very  different  opinion  as  to  the  phiiup 
propriety,  as  well  as  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure,  I  wished  d'sappro^'cs- 
to  prevent  what  may  be  supposed  to  affect  the  interest  of  the  East 
India  Company,  by  opening  a  door  to  a  contraband  trade  ;  at  the 
same  time,  as  I  could  not  prevent  it,  and  do  not  believe  that  the 
Britannia  goes  to  the  Cape  with  any  such  view,  I  bog  leave  to  say 
that  I  do  not  think  his  Majesty's  service  will  suffer,  if  the  rea.sons 
assigned  in  Major  Grose's  letter  should   be  deemed   sufficient  for 
the  step  which  has  been  taken,  and  which  lieing  admitted  may 
prevent  much  discontent. 

In  my  letters  Ijy  the  last  ships  I  have  requested  that  the  acts  The 
relative  to  the  southern  fishery  may  be  sent,  and  such  instructions  nsiary. 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  on  that  head,  for  I  have  no  lawyer  to 
consult,  and  it  will  probably  be  the  same  witJi  the  jterson  \\ho  is 
to  supply  my  ])lace  when  I  leave  this  country,  wliich  my  state  of 
health  obliges  me  to  hope  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  after  the 
arrival  of  the  first  ships,  and  I  believe  my  returning  to  England 


unwhole 
some. 


relief. 
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4  Oct  ^'^^^  ^®  ^^^®  greatest  service  I  can  render  this  colony,  independant 
of  every  other  consideration,  for  it  will  put  it  in  my  power  to  shew 
what  may,  and  what  may  not,  be  expected  from  it.     I  have,  &c., 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.  ] 

Major  Grose  to  Goverxor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Sydney,  October  4th,  1792. 

The  situation  of  the  soldiers  under  my  command,  who  at 

this  time  have  scarcely  shoes  to  their  feet,  and  who  have  no  other 

The  rations    comforts  than  the  reduced  and  unwholesome  rations  served  out 

from  the  stores,  has  induced  me  to  assemble  the  captains  of  my 

corps  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  what  could  be  done  for  their 

relief  and  accommodation.     Amongst  us  we  have  raised  a  sufficient 

sum  to  take  up  the  Britannia,  and  as  all  money  matters  are  already 

Measures  for  settled  with  the  master,  who  is  also  an  owner,  I  have  now  to 

request  you  will  interest  yourself  in  our  favour,  that  you  Avill,  by 

representing  the  necessities  of  my  soldiers,  protect  this  ship  from 

interruption  as  much  as  you  can,  and  that  you  will  assist  us  to 

escape  the  miseries  of  that  precarious  existence  we  have  hitherto 

been  so  constantly  exposed  to.     With  every  respect,  &c., 

Frans.  Grose, 
Majoi'-Commandant  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

[Enclosure.  ] 
Governor  Phillip  to  Major  Grose. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  October  4th,  1792. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  requesting  that 
I  would  interest  myself  in  favour  of  the  ship  Britannia,  which  you 
inform  me  is  taken  up  by  yourself  and  officers,  and  that  I  would 
protect  that  ship  from  interruption  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  I 
can  only  observe  that  the  opinion  J  gave  on  the  subject  on  the 
2nd  instant,  when  the  business  was  first  mentioned,  must  have 
pointed  out  that  any  interruption  which  that  ship  might  meet 
with,  if  the  master  acted  contraiy  to  the  tenor  of  his  license  from 
the  East  India  Company,  did  not  by  any  means  depend  on  me, 
and  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion  with  respect  to  tliis  ship's  going 
to  the  Brazil,  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  I  was  at  the  above 
time.  I  am  sensible  that  the  garrison  sufiers  many  inconveni- 
ences from  the  necessary  supplies  not  arriving,  and  which  I  should 
gladly  do  away  by  any  means  in  my  power,  yet  I  cannot  acquiesce 
with  you  in  thinking  that  the  ration  served  from  the  public  stores 
is  unwholesome  ;  I  see  it  daily  at  my  own  table ;  I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  it  is  neither  so  good  nor  in  that  quantity  as  I  would  wish 
it ;  and  every  means  in  my  power  has,  and  will  be,  taken  to 
remedy  the  evil.  I  offiired  to  write  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  direct  all  the  ships  coming  to  this  settlement  to  receive  on 
board  such  necessaries  as  you  might  order  to  be  purchas'd,  and 


The 
Britannia 

chartered 
by  officers. 


East  India 
Company 
may  inter- 
fere 


The  ration 
defended. 
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Avhich  I  still  think  would  be  the  best  way  of  procuring  tlieni,  or       l^^ 
to  employ  the  Atlantic,  or  either  of  those  ships  which  are  expected      t  oct. 
to  arrive  from  day  to  day,  in  procuring  the  necessai'ies  of  which 
you  stand  so  much  in  need,  if,  when  those  wants  are  stated  officially, 
such  a  step  appeared  necessary ;  but  with  a  ship  lying  in  the  har- 
bour, already  in  the  public  employ,  and  others  expected,  I  saw  no 
necessity  for  taking  up  the  Britannia,  nor  can  I  form  any  judgement  ^  ?peciai 
how  far  that  ship's  going  to  the  Cape  will  do  away  all  the  distresses  necessary, 
you  have  mentioned,  as  only  shoes  and  the  ration  are  pointed  out 
in  your  letter.     With  respect  to  shoes,  the  corps  has  received  as 
many  as  were  demanded,  while  there  were  any  in  store,  and  the 
Commissary,  as  he   ever  has  done,  will  supply  the  quarter-master 
with  leather,  as   long  as  any  remains.     As  to  the  nature  of  the 
ration,  it  is,  I  believe,  nearly  as  good  as  what  is  issued  to   the 
army  and  navy  in  India,  and  I  think  that  there  can  be   little 
doubt  but  that  an  ample  supply  of  provisions  from  Europe  will 
arrive  before  the  Britannia  can  return  to  this  port ;  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  that  a  very  few  months  will  remove  the  Better  timts 
inconvenience  the  colony  labours  under,  of  which  you  may  form  '^°°""=- 
some  judgement  from  what  you    have   seen   of   my    letters   by 
the  Gorgon  and   Supply,  which  ships  may  be  supposed  to  have 
arrived  in  England  by  the  latter  end  of  last  June. 

When  the  Atlantic  was  sent   to    Calcutta,  every  officer  was 
permitted  to  send  for  such   articles  as  he  wanted,  and  which  will  p^^^"",,^ 
always  be  allowed,  and  everything  else  done  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  which  the 
puVjlic  service  admits. 

I  am  soriy  that  I  cannot,  with  propriety,  take  any  official  step 
in  this  business.  I  am,  itc, 

.  A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Duxdas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  4th  October,  1792. 

In  answering  that  part  of  your  letter  (No.  2)  which 
respects  the  number  of  convicts  to  be  given  to  officers  and  othere 
who  may  become  settlers  being  left  to  my  discretion,*  I  have  the  Co^n.^^jj^^ 
honor  to  assure  you  that,  in  granting  that  indulgence,  I  shall 
particularly  attend  to  the  intentions  of  Government ;  every  year 
will  of  course  lessen  the  assistance  necessary  to  he  given  to 
settlers,  but  to  those  who  have  not  the  means  of  hiring  men  to 
assist  them  in  building  their  huts,  and  in  clearing  some  ground  to 
begin  with,  some  assistance  from  the  Crown  will  always  be 
necessary.  Experience  has  sho\vu  that  a  less  number  of  convicts 
than  what  I  had  at  first  deemed  necessary,  anil  that  fifteen  or 
eighteen  months'  support  from  the  store,  instead  of  two  yt^ai-s', 
will  be  very  sufficient  to  put  a  settler  in  such  a  situation,  that  lie 
may  do  very  well  without  any  further  assistance  from  the  Crowu 

*  Ante,  p.  685. 
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Experience  has  also  pointed  out  many  inconveniences  attending 
the  receiving  men  as  settlers  who  only  look  to  the  convenience  of 
the  present  moment.  With  some  the  sole  object  in  becoming 
settlers  is  that  of  being  their  own  masters,  and  with  others  the 
object  is  to  raise  as  much  money  as  will  pay  their  passage  to  Eng- 
land, and  then  assign  their  lands  to  those  who  take  them  with  the 
same  view.  There  are  many  of  this  description  at  Norfolk  Island, 
as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  extract  from  Lieutenant-Governor 
King's  letter  to  me  on  that  subject ;  but,  as  they  have  not  received 
their  grants,  the  necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  this  im- 
position by  removing  some  from  the  island,  and  by  granting  leases 
of  only  five  or  seven  years  to  others,  for  one  or  two  of  these  people 
have  attempted  to  dispose  of  their  grounds  as  soon  as  their  huts 
were  built,  and  they  had  received  that  assistance  which  had  been 
promised  them. 

As  all  the  settlers  have  been  on  a  reduced  ration,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  them  on  the  public  store  longer  than  was  intended  ; 
but  none  of  them  will  exceed  two  years.  It  has  not  been  possible 
hitherto  to  supply  all  those  people  with  the  live  stock  promised  them 
on  their  becoming  settlers  ;  but  as  hogs  and  poultry  are  now  in- 
creasing very  fast,  those  promises  will  be  made  good  to  them. 

I  have  not  received  any  instructions  respecting  the  quantity 
of  land  which  may  be  intended  to  be  given  to  an  officer  on  such 
officers  becoming  a  settler,  nor  under  what  circumstances  an  officer 
might  be  permitted  to  settle.  This  is  mentioned  as  an  ensign  in 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  has  been  desirous  of  becoming  a 
settler  if  he  could  have  been  permitted  to  retire  on  his  half  pay. 

It  is,  sir,  likewise  necessary  to  observe  that  the  officers  in  the 
!N  evv  South  Wales  Corps  have  supposed,  on  coming  to  this  country, 
that  lands  might  be  granted  them,  with  indulgences  similar  to 
those  which  have  been  granted  to  settlers;  and  I  am.  very  far 
from  wishing  to  throw  the  smallest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  officers 
obtaining  grants  of  land ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  this  colony 
the  numbers  employed  on  the  public  buildings  in  procuring  the 
materials,  and  in  other  occupations  equally  necessary,  does  not 
leave  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  for  agriculture,  and  from 
that  number  those  convicts  must  be  taken  who  are  to  be  given  to 
officers  or  settlers,  which  will  increase  the  number  of  those  wlio 
do  not  labour  for  the  public,  and  lessen  those  who  are  to  furnish 
the  colony  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  At  present  fifty-one 
convicts  are  allowed  to  the  Major-Commandt.  of  the  New  Soutli 
Wales  Corps,  and  those  under  his  command  in  this  place,  and 
convicts  in  proportion  are  allowed  those  on  duty  at  Norfolk 
Island.  The  officers,  civil  and  military,  have  land  which  tliey 
cultivate  ;  but  as  the  grounds  which  they  have  chosen  are  mostly 
within  the  limits  of  what  is  marked  out  for  building  on  hereafter, 
or  on  the  land  which  is  to  remain  as  common  land  for  the  town- 
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ship,  no  lease  or  grant  has  been  given  with  such  grounds,  and  the  1792 
otficers  understand  that  they  are  to  give  them  u})  wlicu  wanted  4  Oct. 
for  the  public  service. 

There  is  also  a  superintendant  who  wishes  to  settle,  when  he  can 
be  spared  from  his  present  employment ;  but  as  a  settler  he  will 
expect  land  in  proportion  to  what  will  be  granted  to  those  families 
coming  from  England.  The  person  in  question  is  a  most  useful 
man,  and  the  settlement  at  Toongabbe  is  under  his  direction  ; 
increasing  his  salary  might  retain  him  for  .some  time,  and  which 
I  should  promise  him,  but  that  the  consequence  would  be  every 
superintendant  would  expect  the  same  ;  and  whatever  their  merits  Sui>erin- 
may  be,  they  are  a  set  of  men  who  cannot  be  well  spared  at  this  ge"t'je^'^  '^ 
moment.  If  I  was  at  liberty  to  grant  a  greater  quantity  of  laud 
(to  the  superintendant  in  question)  than  I  am  empowered  to  grant 
to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  I  should  propose  his  becoming  a 
settler,  and  that  a  certain  quantity  of  ground  should  be  cleared 
for  him  at  the  public  expence,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time 
his  services  as  a  superintendant  may  be  Avanting. 

What  is  recommended  relative  to  the  cloathing  will  Ijc  particu-  Clothing, 
larly  attended  to,  and  the  necessary  implements  for  manufacturing 
cloth  will  be  forwarded  to  Norfolk  Island  as  soon  as  they  arrive. 

The  inconveniences  which  attend  the  want  of  a  criminal  court  A  criminal 
at  ISTorfolk  Island  are  very  great,  and  increase  with  the  number  f°ik  isiaiX" 
of  people;  the  most  daring  robberies  are  committed,  and  frequently  necessary, 
with  impunity,  for  sending  the  party  accused  to  be  tried  here  is 
so  distressing  to  the  witnesses  who  must  be  sent  also,  and  are  in 
general  settlers,  or  men  who  have  ground  in  cultivation  on  their 
own  account,  which  they  are  obliged  to  leave,  with  all  their  little 
property,  to  the  care  of  those  in  whom  they  cannot  place  any  great 
contidence,  and  their  grounds  being  neglected  during  their  absence, 
however  much  the  individual  has  suffered  by  the  robbery,  the 
prosecuting  the  criminal  would  distress  him  still  more,  and  con-  Offenders 
sequently  many  crimes  are  never  brought  forward.      I   presume  punishnieiit. 
that  if  an  offender  could  be  tried  on  the  island,  no  capital  sentence 
to  be  carried  into  execution  until  conlirmed  by  the  Governor  of 
the  territory,  numerous  evils  would  be  prevented. 

It  is,  sir,  from  the  accounts  which  I  have  received  from  Lieu-  Kintr's 
tenant-Governor    King    that  I    am    induced    to   advert   to   this  ■""i'^""- 
subject,  which  has  been  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  and  I  .shall 
apply  the   only  remedy  in   my  power,  that  of  directing  the  most 
notorious  characters  to  be  sent  to  this  settlement,  and  replace  Romovai  of 
them  by  those  of  a  better  description  ;  Ijut  this  will   not,  I  fear,  ';i^"X,l'^^]^  *^ 
effectually  remove   the   evil,   for    the    numbers   of   tluxso    whose 
sentences  being  expired  are  free  men  will  increase,  and  they  are  a 
description  of  men  who  give  infinitely  more   trouble   than   the 
convicts,  nor  can  the  number  on   the  island  be  increased  to  such 
an  extent  as  might  be  wished. 
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It  does  not  appear  that  the  crops  on  the  island  by  any  means 
answered  the  expectations  formed  by  Major  Ross,  and  the  people 
were  all  so  much  dissatisfied  with  the  plan  laid  down  for  their 
becoming  independent  of  the  store,*  and  which  they  pretended  to 
say  they  were  forced  into,  that  Lieutenant-Governor  King  would 
have  been  obliged  to  give  it  up,  as  he  has  done,  had  the  prob- 
ability of  its  answering  been  ever  so  great. 

In  marking  out  the  grounds  for  settlers,  the  necessity  of  deviating 
from  the  royal  instructions  has  been  mentioned  in  my  former 
letters;  but  in  the  allotments  made  for  the  Church  and  for  a 
school  a  quantity  of  ground  equal  to  the  largest  allotment  has 
been  retained  for  the  use  of  the  Crown ;  and  such  land  being  per- 
mitted to  be  leased  for  fourteen  years,  and  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  having  been  desirous  of  having  30  acres  of  ground  in 
the  400  reserved  for  the  Crown,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
house,  presuming  that  he  might  hereafter  obtain  a  grant  for  that 
ground  (the  30  acres),  I  have  complied  with  his  request,  and 
granted  him  a  lease  for  fourteen  years,  for  which  he  is  to  pay  two 
shillings  per  annum  for  each  acre,  the  rent  to  commence  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  fifth  yeai\  As  similar  leases  may  be  granted  in 
future,  a  proper  form  of  a  lease  is  much  wanted ;  and  here,  sir,  I  beg 
leave  to  advert  to  the  question  asked  in  my  letter  of  the  24rth  of 
November,  1791,  by  the  Supply,  respecting  the  granting  a  certain 
quantity  of  land  to  ofiicers,  which  they  would  leave,  on  quitting 
the  country,  to  children  or  other  persons.  A  form  of  a  grant  of 
land,  with  such  a  clause  as  might  prevent  the  immediate  disposing 
of  the  property,  is  also  much  wanted.  I  am  sensible  that  it  is 
easy  to  introduce  a  clause  which  would  answer  the  purpose ;  but 
a  grant  drawn  up  by  an  official  person  would  be  more  regular  than 
anything  which  has  been  done  here,  f  I  have,  &c., 

A.    PSILLIP, 

[Enclosure.] 

Extract  from  a  letter  to  Governor  Phillip  from  Lieutenant-Governor 
King,  dated  Sydney,  Norfolk  Island,  Sept.  19th,  1792. 

"As  many  of  the  fifty  convicts  whom  I  settled  have  applied  to 
the  master  of  the  Pitt  to  take  them  ofi"  the  island,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  take  some  steps  with  respect  to  these  people,  and  to 
endeavour  to  prevent  many  evils  and  misunderstandings  that  will 
necessarily  happen  if  these  people  get  their  grants  and  afterwards 
leave  the  island,  which  inconveniences  to  the  public  will  be  more 
aggravated  if  they  are  permitted  to  make  over  their  grants,  to- 
gether with  their  lots,  to  those  women  whom  they  have  married, 
or  to  sell  them  to  any  one  they  please.  If  it  should  happen  to  be  a 
deserving  man  or  woman  that  gets  it,  it  may  be  well ;  but  I  much 

*  Ante,  pp.  445-448. 

t  The  only  form  of  grant  in  use  at  this  time  was  apparently  that  adopted  in  the  case  of 
the  first  settler.    Ante,  p.  592, 
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fear  it  would  in  <:?eneral  go  to  people  of  a  very  diirerent  description.  1792 
Soon  after  the  Pitt's  departure  I  took  an  ojiportunity  of  sending  4  oci. 
for  the  above  lifty  settlers,  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  necessity 
there  was  for  my  understanding  their  several  intentions,  and  to  in- 
form them  that  if  any  of  them  endeavoured  to  leave  the  island  before  Restrict 
or  soon  after  the  twehe-month  might  be  expired  for  which  tliev  were  ^',',o'w!! 
to  be  victualled  from  the  public  stores  they  would  be  stopped  until  to  leave, 
that  twelve-months'  provisions  should  be  made  good  to  the  public. 
I  also  informed  them  that  those  who  had  any  idea  of  leaving  the 
island  could  not  plead  ignorance  of  this  regulation,  and  that  I  knew 
it  to  be  the  intention  of  many  of  them  to  gain  what  they  could  from 
their  grounds,  and  when  they  had  realized  enough  to  carry  them  off 
the  island,  to  leave  their  families,  which  would  be  a  great  burthen  to 
the  public.  Some  of  them  hoped  that  if  they  cleared  their  ground 
they  might  be  permitted  to  make  their  grants  over  to  their  wives 
or  their  friends,  by  which  the  industrious  individual  would  suUer 
greatly,  as  fifty  of  the  best  and  most  desirable  lots  would,  in  time, 
become  the  property  of  abandoned  women,  burthened  with  children. 
"  Several  thefts  have  been  committed  during  this  month,  which 
have  in  general  received  slight  punishments,  as  they  were  mostly 
occasioned  by  hunger.  On  the  23rd,  after  receiving  their  pro- 
visions, iive  convicts  went  into  the  woods,  where  they  joined  a 
convict  (named  James  Clarke)  who  had  been  out  a  fortnight ;  Darin;,' 
they  continued  plundering  the  grounds  of  settlers  and  others,  imd  °^'^^^''"- 
were  so  daring  as  to  make  an  attack  on  the  stock  in  the  farm- 
yard, and  had  succeeded  so  far  as  to  cut  the  throat  of  a  tine  goat, 
but  on  being  discovered  they  left  the  carcass  behind  them  ;  having 
just  before  plundered  my  garden,  and  those  of  other  officers  of 
everything  they  could  take.  These  daring  outrages  made  it  neces- 
.sary  for  me  to  publish  a  proclamation  declaring  those  fugitives  to 
be  outlaws,  and  for  every  person  to  use  their  utmost  to  take  them,  Outiawrj-. 
dead  or  alive,  at  the  same  time  oflering  a  reward  to  those  who 
might  apprehend  them.  Four  were  taken  on  the  night  of  the 
29th,  and  as  the  next  day  (Saturday)  was  the  day  the  provisions 
were  issued,  the  justices  ha\-ing  found  them  'guilty,' they  received 
100  lashes  each,  in  part  of  300  to  which  thev  were  sentenced,  and  P"">sh- 
also  to  be  kept  at  hard  work  and  in  irons  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  transportation.  On  the  night  of  the  30th  another 
man  was  brought  in,  who  was  the  principal  confederate  of  the 
convict  who  had  been  out  so  long,  and  avowed  himself  the  person 
who  had  killed  the  goat,  saying  he  <lid  it  in  hopes  he  should  be 
hung.  This  hardened  wretch  is  not  more  than  18  years  of  age, 
and  has  made  two  attempts  to  murder  people.  The  pi-incijial  still 
remains  in  the  woods,  notwithstanding  tlu^  greatest  search  is  made 
for  him.  The  next  day  being  Sunday  1  forgave  the  tirst  four,  as 
they  came  in  the  Pitt,  and  as  the  tales  whicli  had  been  told  them 
of  the  woods  atlbrding  a  li\elihood  was  a  strong  inducement. 
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"As  the  settler.s  have  been  so  frequently  robbed  by  the  runaway 
convicts,  they  applied  to  me  for  arms,  which  I  granted  to  them. 

"  About  100  acres  of  Indian  corn  have  been  planted,  many  acres 
of  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  i^eplant  three  different  times, 
owing  to  the  destructive  effects  of  the  ground  grub,  which  have 
destroyed  the  whole  of  the  corn  growing  on  the  flats,  but  the 
greatest  part  of  the  hundred  acres  is  very  thriving,  and  has  a 
promising  appearance  of  doing  very  well ;  the  Indian  corn,  wheat, 
&c.,  planted  by  the  different  settlers  also  looks  well,  and  everything 
at  present  promises  ample  returns.  The  new  ground  is  not  at  all 
infested  by  the  ground  grub,  which  gives  the  settlers  a  very  great 
advantage  over  the  public  grounds,  which  are  greatly  infested 
with  them,  and  occasions  great  loss  of  seed  and  labour. 

"The  following  is  an  exact  statement  of  the  numbers  now  on 
the  island  : — 

Officers,  civil  and  military,  non-commissioned  officers,  )  j^i 

and  free  people,  with  their  wives  and  children.         \ 

Settlers  from  the  marines,  seamen,  and  convicts  1 23 

Wives,  women,  and  children  belonging  to  the  above  179 

Convicts  taken  off  the  store  by  settlers,  and  convicts  )  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

who  have  served  their  time  of  transportation,  and  |-  ^^Qj^^gj^"  '     \~ 
who  provide  for  themselves.  ) 

Servants   to  officers,   overseers,  watchmen,  under  the  j 

Provost-Martial,  hospital  cooks,   barbers,  taylors,  (  -.q, 

bakei's  employed  at   the   stores,  shoemakers,   and  (  

assisting  the  surveyor.  ) 

Clearing  half -acres,  &c.,  for  settlers 60 

Average  number  of  sick  during  the  month,  including  )  g^ 

invalids.  \ 

Women  who  do  not  work   from  being   incapacitated,  ) 

living    with  officers    as    washing- women,    having^ 137 

young  children,  and  children.  )  

S88 
"Deduct  59  men  and  17  women  off  the  store,  remains  812  persons 
on  the  island,  who  do  nothing  towards  maintaining  themselves. 

"  The  whole  number  of  souls  on  the  island  is  1,115,  from  which 
number  taking  812,  there  remains  303  convicts  (including  22 
females),  to  carry  on  all  the  works,  namely,  sawing,  carpenters,  boat- 
building, blacksmiths,  shingle-makers,  charcoal  burners,  masons 
and  labourers,  quarryraen,  lime-burners,  lath-makers,  paling, 
barrow-men,  bringing  stones  for  building,  and  the  cultivation  of 
the  ground  for  the  public  use,  thatchers,  thrashers,  &c.  ;  158  of 
the  above  are  constantly  employed  in  cultivation,  consequently 
145  remain  to  carry  on  the  other  works.  I  have  made  the  above 
statement  in  order  to  give  your  Excellency  an  idea  of  the  small 
progress  we  have  made  since  being  on  a  reduced  ration. 

"The  robberies,  both  on  public  and  private  property,  having 
for  these  some  months  past  been  of  so  daring  a  nature,  and  the 
situation  of  the  island,  and  those  upon  it,  requiring  some  examples 
to  prevent  the  growing  property  of  the  settlers  and  the  public  being 
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plundered,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  your  Excellency  will  see  the  1792 
great  necessity  of  stopping  these  ])racticos  wliich  strike  so  deeply  4  0ct. 
ivt  the  peace  and  property,  as  well  as  the  public  security. 

"  James  Clarke,   a  conA^ct  who  has  been  for  some  time  past  a 
fugitive  in  the  woods,  and   has  constantly  i)lundered  the  grounds 
of  several  people,  was  shot  at  by  Leonard  Dyer,  whose  ground  he  a  thief  shot, 
was  robbing  at  the  time  he  shot  him. 

"  This  unhappy  wretch,  who  was  killed,  has  been  constantly  in 
the  woods  these  four  months  past,  and  has  been  a  terror  to  every 
settler.  Every  patch  of  potatoes  or  cabbages  were  plundered  by  His  crimes, 
him,  and  notwithstanding  the  greatest  exertions  were  made  by 
the  different  settlers  to  detect  him,  he  always  succeeded  in  robbing 
them,  and  got  off  with  his  booty. 

"The  quantity   of  ground  sowed,  belonging  to   the  public,  is  Land  under 
nearly   as  follows,  viz.  : — In  and  about  Arthur's  Vale,  one  hun-  ""''" 
dred  and  six  acres  of  wheat,  and  seventeen  acres  of  maize ;  at 
Queensborough,  twenty-six   acres  of  wheat,  and  ninety   acres  of 
maize ;    at    Phillipburgh,    fourteen    acres  of  maize,  all   which  is 
very  thriving,  and  I   have    a    great  pleasure    in  informing  your 
Excellency  that  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  plentiful  crop  from 
the   quantity  of  ground  sowed,    which    would   have  been   much 
greater   but  from  the     work   being   carried   on   so  very  slowly, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  ration,  and   the  weak  state  of  the  Short  ration, 
labouring  part  of  the  convicts,  and  a  quantity  of  ground  origin- 
ally cleared  for  the  Government,  which  has  unavoidably  fallen  into 
settlers'  lots.       Excepting  a  few,  the  settlers  in  general  do  very 
well  ;  most  of  them  have  a  good  space  of  ground  cleared  on  their 
different  lots,  and  their  crops  are  in  great  forwardness. 

"  The  seamen  and  marines  late  belonging  to  the  Sirius  are  all  Settlers  from 
doing  very  well,  and  will  in  a  few  months  ho  in  very  good  circum-     ''   "^""' 
stances,  as  their  crops  are  likely  to  be  good. 

"I  am  sorry  to  .say  that  no  amendment  is  made  in  manufacturing 
the  flax  of  this  island.  I  am  confident  that  a  native  of  New  t'lax  mann- 
Zealand  would  in  a  short  time  enable  us  to  make  a  great  ])rogre.ss 
in  cloathing  ;  but  'till  then  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  improve  on 
the  pattern  now  sent.  Your  Excellency  may  depend  on  my  doing 
my  utmost  to  promote  that,  as  well  as  every  other  improvement. 

"  Respecting   Mr.    Chapman's   appointment  as    stoi-ekecper   at  storekeeper. 
P]iillij)burgh,*  the  nece.ssity  of   that  appointment  will   be   very 
olnious,  as  two-thirds  of  the  Atlantic's  cargo  is  landed  there,  anil 
where  provisions  are  issued. 

"  J.  T.  Doidge,  late  superintendant  of  convicts,   is  become  a  a  settler, 
.settler.      I  have  to  request  l^eing  informed  what  are  the  encourage- 
ments ar:d  conditions  on  which  the  superintendants  settle. 

"The  quantity  of  ground  now  in  cultivation  for  the  u.se  of  the 
public,  and  which  I  have  mentioned  in   a  former   part  of  my  cultivation, 
letter,  is  two  hundred  and  fifty-tiiree  acres,   ami   I   hope  ten   or 

*  >Ir.  W.  K.  Chapman,  afterwards  Secretarj-  to  Governor  King  at  Sydney. 
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convenient. 


twelve  acres  in  addition  will  be  cropped  by  the  middle  of 
November.  Everything  at  present  appears  likely  to  yield  a  good 
return,  which  may  be  estimated  at  upwards  of  five  thousand 
bushels  ;  much  may  also  be  got  from  the  different  settlers,  and 
other  individuals,  if  I  receive  orders  to  purchase  it. 

"  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  the  store  will  be  eased  of  two 
hundred  people  if  the  crops  belonging  to  private  persons  turn  out 
good  ;  but  the  whole  of  the  above  statement  must  depend  on  the 
continviation  of  the  present  favourable  aspect,  for  the  time  is  not 
past  when  a  great  part  of  our  crop  may  be  hurt  by  the  grub  and 
catterpillar,  many  acres  of  maize  have  been  planted  thrice. 

"  The  unavoidable  reduced  labour,  in  consequence  of  the  short 
ration  and  the  other  reasons  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
pointing  out  to  your  Excellency  in  a  former  part  of  my  letter,, 
have  prevented  that  quantity  of  ground  being  cleared  which  would 
have  enabled  us  to  become  every  year  more  independent ;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  our  labour  these  nine  months  past  (from  the 
above  causes)  has  not  been  so  great  as  might  be  expected ;  but  as 
these  difficulties  will  in  a  part  be  done  away  very  soon,  I  hope 
next  year,  or  after  this  crop,  to  answer  that  part  of  your  letter 
wherein  you  wish  to  know  the  time  when  further  supplies  may 
be  no  longer  necessary  with  more  certainty  than  I  possibly  can 
now.  But  it  is  my  present  opinion  that  we  shall  be  independent 
for  grain  and  flour  after  the  next  year's  crop,  if  this  and  the 
succeeding  one  turn  out  well.  Respecting  animal  food,  that  will 
be  some  time  longer  necessary,  particularly  for  the  civil  and 
military,  althougli  there  will  be  a  great  quantity  of  swine  on  the 
island  next  year  if  our  crojis  don't  fail. 

"  Having  with  infinite  labour  made  an  opening  on  the  stone 
beacli  at  Cascade  Bay  for  landing,  I  found  after  a  gale  of  wind 
from  the  northward  that  it  was  tilled  tip  with  large  stones.  I 
therefore  turned  my  attention  to  erecting  a  crane  on  the  landing- 
rock,  at  the  east  end  of  Cascade  Bay,  which  is  connected  with  the 
road  by  a  strong  and  well-framed  bridge,  and  some  rocks  that 
were  under  water,  and  have  been  blown  to  pieces,  have  rendered 
the  north  side  of  the  island  very  accessible,  and  have  removed 
every  obstacle  respecting  landing  safely  and  conveniently  on  this 
island,  which  now  can  be  always  easily  effected  either  in  Sydney 
or  Cascade  Bay,  as  they  reciprocally  become  the  lee  side  of  the 
island.     But  artificers  are  much  wanted." 


Assistant- 

Surjieon 

Arudell. 


Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  October  4th,  1792. 

In  the  return  of  settlers  which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
herewith,  you  will  observe  the  name  of  Arndell  to  a  grant  of 
sixty  acres  of  land.     He  is  an  assistant  surgeon,  who  wishes  to 
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become  a  settler,  and  who  has  with  that  view  got  about  ten  acres       1792 
of  land  in  cultivation  at  his  own  expence  ;  and  as  I  undei-stand      4  Oct. 
that  some  encouragement  was  given  to  the  .surget)ns,  to  expect 
being  put  upon  the  staff,  and  to  receive  half-pay  after  a  certain 
time   of  service,   1  am   induced,  from   the  good  conduct   of  the 
assistant  surgeon,  Mr.  Thomas  Arndell,  and  his  attention  to  his 
•duty,  to  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  as  deserving  of  some  reward 
for  his  past  ser^'ices.     He  continues  to  do  his  duty  at  Parramatta,  His  services, 
where  he  has  had  the  direction  of  the  hospital  for  near  three 
years,  and  will  be  continued  in  that  charge  until  he  receives  per- 
mission to  retire,  and  which  he  has  requested  by  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose. 

From  particular  circumstances  not  immediately   necessary  to 
trouble  you  with,  I  signed  the  grant  for  the  sixty  acres  of  land,  a  prant  of 
and  which,  as  the  colony  will  be  benefitted  thereby,  I  hope  will  ™'^"'*-"^ 
be  approved  of  :  although,  as  holding  a  place  under  the  Crown, 
Mr.  Arndell  does  not  immediately  come  under  the  description  of 
any  of  those  to  whom  I  have  been  directed  to  grant  lands. 

As  an  assistant  surgeon  will  be  necessary  when  Mr.  Arndell  is  ^'ew  ap- 
permitted  to  retire,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  JMr.  Edward  Laing,  ^'°"'  ""■"  " 
who  is  at  present  surgeon's  mate  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps, 
to  be  one  of  the  assistant  surgeons  to  this  colony.     I  have,  tkc, 

A.  Phillip. 
[Enclosure.] 

Return  of  settlers  and  persons  to  whom  lands  have  been  granted  :      8  Oct. 

At  and  near  Parramatta. 

Settler,  late  superintendant  of  convicts        1  Parramatta. 

Settlers,  late  of  the  marines  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  8 

Do.,  seamen  late  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius  ...  ...       2 

Do.,  convicts  ivhose  sentence  of  transportation  have  expired  53 
An  assistant  surgeon  (Mr.  Thos.  Arndell)    ...         ...         ...       1 

An  emancipated  convict,  who  acts  as  assistant  surgeon    ...       1 

At  Norfolk  Island. 

Settlers  from  the  marines      ...         ...         ...  ...         •••  -IG  islaiiii. 

Do.  from  his  Majesty's  late  ship  Sirius  (seamen)   ...  ...       8 

Do.  from  the  Supply,  armed  tender  (do.)    ...  ...  ...       1 

■Settlers  from  convicts,  times  expired  ...  ...  ...       3 

Desirous  of  becoming  a  settler,  J .  T.  Doidge,  late  superin- 
tendant of  convicts         ...         ...  ...         •••  •••       1 

Desirous  of  becoming   settlers,  convicts  whose  times  are 

if 
expired     ...         ...  ...         ...         •••         •••         ■••     *•> 

Sydney,  8th  October,  1792.  A.  Phillip. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Mr.  Tno.s.  Arndell*  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Parramatta,  lUtli  July,  17'J2. 

Finding  myself  advancing  in  life,  and  wishing  to  provide  wishes  to 
for  a  family  who  depend  upon  me  for  a  support,  I  take  the  lil)crty  '"''  ""' 
to  request  that   your  Excellency   will    be   pleased    to  move   his 

*  Second-Assistant  Surjicon. 
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4  Oct. 

and  become 
a  settler. 


Majesty's  Ministers  to  pei'mit  me  to  retire  from  the  service,  Avith 
such  part  of  my  pay  as  my  services  in  this  country  may  be 
thought  to  merit ;  and  that  the  h\ncl,  which  I  have  began  to 
cultivate,  with  a  view  to  becoming  a  settler,  may  be  granted  me 
for  that  purpose.  I  have,  etc., 

■ •  Thomas  Arndell. 


Extra  com- 
pany of 
marines. 


Good 

soldiers. 


Necessity  of 

immediate 

action. 


Enlistment. 


A  contingent 
appoint- 
ment. 


GovERxoR  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales.  October  4th,  1792. 

The  desire  I  had  of  securing  to  his  Majesty's  service  in  this 
country  those  marines  who  had  been  selected  to  remain  here  when 
the  rest  of  the  detachment  was  embarked,  induced  me  to  nominate 
Captain  Lieutenant  George  Johnston*  to  the  company  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
should  be  known,  pursuant  to  Lord  Grenville's  letter  of  the  7th  of 
November,  1791,  which  informed  me  that  his  Majesty  had  been 
graciously  pleased  to  permit  me  to  recommend  such  officers  as  I 
deemed  deserving  of  the  royal  favour. 

I  have  thought  that  the  opportunity  of  retaining  a  certain 
number  of  soldiers  who  had  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
good  conduct  for  more  than  four  years  was  not  to  be  lost,  although 
their  numbers  were  not  sufficient  to  form  a  com  pleat  company ; 
and  most  of  them  offijred  themselves  on  condition  of  their  serving 
with  the  officer  under  whose  command  they  had  been  left  when 
the  rest  of  the  detachment  was  embarked  for  England,  and  wlio 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  as  a  deserving  officer,  who  is  very 
properly  qualified  for  the  company. 

I  hope  that  my  not  having  waited  for  further  directions  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  will  be  justified  by  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diately accepting  the  offi3r  made  by  those  men  of  inlisting  ;  for 
had  I  waited  for  the  arrival  of  a  ship  from  England,  it  was  more 
than  probable  that,  on  their  seeing  themselves  at  the  eve  of  re- 
turning home,  few  of  them  would  have  been  willing  to  have 
remained  in  the  country. 

Of  the  fifty-nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the 
marines  thirty-eight  have  inlisted  ;  and  four  men,  whose  sentences 
had  expired,  and  who  since  their  arrival  in  this  country  had  con- 
ducted themselves  properly,  have  been  pei-mitted  to  inlist. 

I  have,  sir,  to  beg  leave  to  explain  that  my  saying  in  my  former 
letter  of  the  5th  of  last  April  that  I  had  nominated  Captain 
Lieutenant  George  Johnston  to  the  company  proceeded  from  the 
hurry  in  which  I  then  wrote,  the  ship  by  which  that  letter  was 
sent  having  at  that  time  left  the  cove  and  then  going  to  sea.  My 
meaninc;  was,  that  he  was  charajed  with  the  command  of  the  com- 
pany  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known,  and  I  only 

*  He  became  Captain  on  the  death  of  Captain  Shea,  and  was  afterwards  Major  of  the  New- 
South  Wales  Corps.    He  placed  Governor  Bligh  under  arrest  in  1808. 
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meant  to  recommend  him  for  the  company,  and  for  whicli  liis  l'i^2 
conduct  during  his  service  in  this  country  has  given  him  .so  good  4  oct. 
a  chiim. 

Of  the  marine  setthM-s  at  Norfolk  Ishmd,  nine  liave  also  given  strcni.'th  of 
up  their  laiids  and  iulisted  -svith  Captain  Johnston,  so  that  the  g|jJi,''^* 
strength  of  his  company  is  three  Serjeants,  three  corporals,  two 
drummers,  and  forty-six  privates,  of  which  number  forty-seven 
are  from  the  marines,  two  drummers,  soldiers'  sons,  one  private 
fi'om  a  transport,  and  four  from  men  whose  sentences  were 
expired.  I  have,  &c., 

■ ■  A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Hight  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  %dney,  New  South  Wales,  8th  October,  17'Jl\  sect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  superintondants 
and  others  who  are  employed  at  this  settlement,  and  at  Norfolk 
Island,  as  also  the  names  of  those  superintendants  who  have  died, 
or  been  discharged.* 

The  pi'esent  number  of  superintendants,  and  those  classed  under  supcrin- 
that  denomination,  exceed  the  number  provided  for  in  the  estimates,  'e"^*^'"-'- 
but  there  is  a  necessity  of  having  a  master  carpenter  at  Norfolk 
Island,  as  well  as  at  this  settlement,  and  as  the  one  who  now  acts  in 
that  capacity  here  cannot  be  removed  without  some  inconvenience 
to  the  individual,  the  master  carpenter  who  came  out  in  the  Royal 
Admiral  goes  to  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  con\-ict  whose  term  of 
transportation  being  expired,  now  acting  there  in  that  capacity, 
will  be  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Donovan,  late  midshipman  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  and  Lieutenant 
who  has  been  usefully  em])loyed  in  Norfolk  Island,  is  said  to  be  i*"""^'^- 
appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  will  therefore  be 
discharged  on  the  first  ship's  going  to  the  island,    in  order  for  his 
returning  to  England. 

John  Davis  will  be  discharg'd  as  soon  as  the  Atlantic  is  ready  Emanci|M- 
to  sail,  as  two  convicts  now  employed  in  the  stores,  and  to  whom 
emancipation  at  a  future  jjcriod  has  been  jjromised,  provided  they 
remain  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  will  supply  his  place  ; 
and  Andrew  Hume  will  be  permitted  to  become  a  settler,  which 
will  reduce  the  number  to  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  estimate. 

I  have,  itc, 
A.  PiiiM.ir. 

Goveunor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  9th  October,  17;)'_\  ooct. 

A  person  to  discharge  the  duty  of  Provo.st-Martial  being  ti.c  l-n.vost- 
indispensibly  necessary  on  my   arrival   in  this  country,   and   the  "■'"■'"''• 
person  who  was  appointed   in   England,    Mr.   George   Ale.xandcr. 
having  thought  proper  to  remain  on  shore  when  the  sliips  sail.-d,  I 
appointed  Mr.  Henry  Brewer,   then  a  rated  midshipman  on  boaril 

*  Not  available. 


liun. 
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1792       liis  Majesty's  ship  Sirius,   to  act  in  that  capacity,  which  he  has 

9  Oct.       continued  to  do  from  the  2Gth  of  January,  1788,   the  date  of  my 

warrant ;  and  having  had  very  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  that  it 
never  was  Mr.  Alexander's  intention  to  come  to  this  country,    I 
detained  Mr.  Brewer  to  fill  tliat  office,  and  having  recommended 
him  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  appointment,  I  was  given  to 
understand  by  Mr.  Nepean  that  my  request  woukl  be  complied  with ; 
but  Mr.  Brewer's  agent  now  writes  that  no  pay  coukl  be  received 
for  him  as  Provost-Martial,  as  he  was  not  confirmed  in  that  office. 
I  therefore  beg  leave  to  lay  tlie  whole  of  his  case  before  you, 
and  as  no  fee  nor  any  kind  of  emolument  attends  the  office   of 
Provost-Martial,  and  the  person  in  question  has  done  the  duty 
No  pay  for    near  five  years,  he  will  be  involved  in  difficulties  from  which  he 
\ejears.     j^gygj,  ^y^]j   -[^q  ^\y\Q  ^q  extricate  himself,   unless  he  I'eceives  the 
appointment  annexed  to  the  office  he  has  filled ;  and  I  also  beg 
leave  to  i^ecommend  him  for  a  confirmation  of  the  appointment  of 
Provost-Martial  to  this  territory, 
storekeeper       "William   Brougliton,   who  has  acted  as    storekeeper  from  the 
uiipai  .         20th  of  February,  1789,  and  who  is  now  employed  in  that  character 
at  Parramatta,  is  also  informed  by  his  agent  that  no  money  could 
be  received  on  his  account.    This  person  has  been  included  in  the  re- 
turns sent  home,  and  has  been  promised  the  same  salary  as  is  allowed 
to  a  superintendant,  and  for  which,  and  for  an  order  being  given  for 
his  salary  being  paid  in  England,  I  beg  to  recommend  him.     He 
is  greatly  distressed  by  the  disappointment.       I  have,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

Cost  of  Government. 

10  Oct.      An  Account  of  the  charge  and  expence  of  the  Civil  and  Military 

Establishments  in  the  Settlements  of  ISTew  South  Wales  from 
the  first  establishment  of  the  Colony  to  the  present  time*  : — 

Civil  Establishment. 

£       s.    d.         £        s.    d. 

To  the  10th  of  October,  1790 13,190  17     8 

To  do.  do.,      1791 4,558    7     8 

To  do.  do.,      1792 4,726    0    0 

22,475    5    4 


Military  Establishment. 

Pay  of  marines  to  1st  January,  1791,  about...  18,784     0     0 
Charge  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corjjs  from  \ 

5th  June  to  24th  Dec,  1789,  induding  '  ,  y.~^     „  ,, 

levy  money,  the  allowance  for  cloathing  (  '' 

and  accoutrements,  and  contingencies.  * 

The  charge  of  tlie  said  corps  for  the  year  \  r  1 14.     7     q 

1790,'  according  to  the  establishment.  /  ' 

For  the  establishment,  1791 6,134    7     2f 

For              do.,               1792 8,915    6 


44,719  10 


£67,194  15    4| 


*  ICth  October,  1792 
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Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  King,  1792 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  W<ales,  Uth  October,  1792.  "  "ct, 

I  have  received  your  letter,  dated  the  15th  of  May,  by  the 
Koyal  Admiral,  inclosing  the  copy  of  an  agreement  made  with  tli(i  xiicitoval 
master  carpenter  and  master  millei*.     The  settler,  Jameson,  with  '    "'"'' ' 
his  family,  arrived  in  this  ship. 

I  have,   sir,   also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  estimates  Estimates, 
from  October,  1792,  to  October,  1793. 

The  Royal  Admiral  arrived  here  the  7th  instant.  When  that 
ship  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  was  on  the  30th  of  August 
last,  the  Kitty  had  not  then  arrived  there.     I  am,  etc., 

A.  Phillip. 

Governor  Phillip  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  11th  October,  1792. 

I  am  honoured  ^vith  your  letter  by  the  Royal  Admiral,  dated  Tiie  Royal 
the  15th  of  May  last,  which  ship  arrived  hei'e  the  7th  instant. 

Of  the  convicts  embarked  on  board  that  ship,  ten  men  and  two 
women  died  on  the  passage,  and  four  children  were  boi-n,  one  of 
whom  died  ;  one  male  convict  escaped  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ^.^*"^'  ^'T' 
and  seventy-two  men,  eleven  women,  and  iive  children  have  Ijeen 
landed  sick.  I  have  no  douljt  but  that  strict  justice  has  been 
done  them,  and  hope  the  sending  out  convicts  and  stores  by  ships 
employed  in  the  ser^dce  of  the  East  India  Company  will  aijswer  the 
end  proposed  by  Government ;  but,  sir,  if  I  was  to  give  an  opinion,  o^<=';- 
I  think  the  people  have  been  too  much  crowded  on  board  this  ship.  "^^^^  '"^" 

That  there  are  great  numbers  of  spennacetic  whales  on  this  coast  \vhaiing. 
is  confii-med  l)y  all  the  whalers  ;  but,  I  believe,  not  one  of  them 
gave  the  coast  a  fair  trial,  nor  can  I  suppose  that  they  left  it 
solely  on  account  of  bad  weather  and  strong  currents.  The 
weather  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  is  not  bettor  than  it  is  on  this 
coast,  nor  have  the  whalers  there  those  advantages  of  harbours 
which  ships  employed  on  this  fishery  would  have ;  as  to  tlie 
currents,  they  are  pretty  much  the  same  on  both  coasts. 

The  permitting  of  spirits  amongst  the  civil  and  military  may 
be  necessary,  but  it  will  certainly  be  a  great  evil. 

The  want  of  a  place  in  which  the  copper  and  other  articles  on 

X  ■*■  *  1111  Keicasc  of 

Ijoard  the  Barrington  and  other  transports  would  liave  heen  secui-e  tnuisiwru. 
liad  it  been  seized,  until  the  legality  of  that  measure  had  been 
determined,  and  the  not  having  the  last  Acts  of  Parliament  relative 
to  the  southern  fishery,  were  amongst  the  reasons  which  induced 
me  to  let  the  transports  proceed  on  their  voyage,  and  for  which  1 
;ira  now  very  sorry.* 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  mark  the  quantities  of  every 
article  wanted  when  ho  makes  demands;  he  will  also  inform  the 
Treasury  that  no  further  supplies  of  thread,  yarn,  or  stills  will  Ijo 
necessary  for  three  or  four  years. 

•  Ante,  pp.  547,  550,  555. 
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11  Oct. 

Minor 
mitters. 


Official 
recotrnitioii. 


An  obscure 
despatch. 


Phillip's 
return  post- 
poned. 


What  relates  to  live  stock  and  the  culture  of  the  ground  will  be 
seen  in  iny  letter  marked  No.  2. 

The  master  carpenter  and  miller  are  landed,  as  is  the  person  sent 
ovit  to  become  a  settler,  or  to  be  otherwise  employed  in  the  colony. 

The  port  wine,  spirits,  and  tobacco  which  are  to  be  furnished 
the  officers  and  others  at  prime  cost,  will  be  a  matter  of  great 
conveniency  to  those  persons. 

You  are,  sir,  pleased  to  express  your  regret  at  my  being  obliged  to 
return  to  England  on  account  of  my  health,*  and  1  feel  much  satis- 
faction from  the  manner  in  which  that  circumstance  is  mentioned. 

How  far  that  part  of  your  letter  to  which  the  above  alludes 
may  have  been  intended  to  convey  to  me  his  Majesty's  permission 
to  return,  I  am  doubtful,  and  although  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
has  been  written  with  that  intention,  and  feel  how  necessary  it  is 
for  me  to  give  up,  at  least  for  a  time,  the  charge  of  this  Govern- 
ment, which  is  very  far  from  what  I  wish  to  do  at  the  moment 
the  colony  is  aj)proaching  to  that  state  in  which  I  have  so  long 
and  anxiously  wished  to  see  it ;  still,  sir,  I  fear  there  is  a  possibility 
of  its  being  expected  that  I  should  remain  until  permission  to 
quit  the  Government  is  more  fully  and  clearly  expressed  ;  and  as 
there  appears  to  be  a  wish  that  I  should  remain  in  this  country 
some  time  longer,  I  shall  wait  the  arrival  of  the  next  ships,  f 

I  have,  ifec, 

A.  Phillip. 


Supplies 
from  India. 


Live  stock 
from  India. 


Mode  of 
supply. 


Lord  Grenville  to  the  Governor- Gexeral  of  India. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  11th  Octo.,  1792. 

The  supplying  his  Majesty's  colony  of  New  South  Wales  as 
well  with  live  stock  as  with  Indian  corn  and  the  seeds  of  vegetables 
from  Bengal  is  conceived  to  be  a  measure  which  must  be  highly 
advantageous  to  that  colony,  and  I  have  in  consequence  received 
his  Majesty's  commands  to  desire  that  your  Lordship  will  take 
such  steps  for  carrying  the  same  into  execution  as  shall  appear  to 
you  to  be  most  adviseable. 

It  is  deemed  expedient  for  the  present  to  confine  the  live  stock 
which  may  be  sent  to  sheep  and  a  proportionate  number  of  cows  and 
bulls,  as  being  best  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  cultivation  there. 

I  forbear  to  mention  any  precise  number,  as  that  must  depend 
on  the  size  of  the  vessel  best  adapted  for  such  service,  as  well  as 
on  other  local  circumstances. 

The  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  will  be  made  acquainted  by 
the  first  opportunity  with  the  mode  of  supply  herein  adopted,  in 
order  that  he  may  make  such  preparation  for  its  reception  as  may 
be  necessary.  Grenville. 

'  Ante,  p.  625. 

t  Phillip  sailed  for  England  in  the  Atlantic  transport  on  the  11th  December,  1792.  On  the 
23rd  July,  1V93,  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  London,  he  wrote  to  ilr.  Dundas  resigning  the 
governorshii)  on  account  of  ill-health. 


CAPTAIN   VANCOrVEll'S   EXPEDITION. 


667 


General  Returns  of  the  :M;u-ines  doing  duty  at  Sydney,  New       1792 
South  Wales,  Oct.  12th,  1792.*  i2oct. 
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Unfit  for  duty 
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1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

16 

1st  Lieutenants  :  John  Poulden,  Thomas  Davey,  Tlionias  Timnis. 
Jud'^e  Advocate  :  David  Collins,  Esq.  .     -r. 


Sir, 


Captain  Vancouver  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Discovery,  at  sea,  15tli  Oct'r, 


15  Oct. 


Tlic 
Difdalus. 


,  1792. 
Agreable  to  the  order  and  directions  transmitted  to  me 
from  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  I  here\vith 
dispatch  the  Dwdalus,  hired  transport,  under  the  connnand  of 
Lieutenant  James  Hanson,  by  whom  your  Excellency  will 
receive  this,  and  who  is  directed  to  put  himself  under  your  com- 
mand, and  to  follow  your  orders  for  his  farther  proceedings. 

You  will  also  herewith  receive  a  list  of  the  remaining  part  of 
the  said  transport's  cargo,  which  his  Majesty's  ship  Discovery  and 
armed  tender  the  Chatham,  under  my  command,  have  not  in  tlie 
present  instance  been  able  to  take  on  board  ;  as  likewise  a  list  of  iiercarRo, 
such  part  of  the  said  cargo  as  under  the  present  circumstances  I 
do  not  deem  essential  to  me  in  putting  into  execution  liis 
Majesty's  commands  entrusted  to  my  care.  The  remaining  part 
is,  however,  absolutely  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and,  agreable 
to  their  Lordships'  directions,  I  am  to  request  your  Excellency 
will  cause  the  same  to  be  forwarded  to  my  address,  and  to  arrive 
at  the  port  of  ISTootka  aljout  the  month  of  August  following, 
where,  on  my  return  from  pursuing  my  examination  of  the  coast 
>f  N.W.  America,  I  shall  call  in  order  to  take  the  said  stores  and 
provisions  on  board.  We  are  now  on  our  passage  to  some  of  tin- 
Spanish  ports  on  the  south  part  of  the  coast  of  New  Albion, 
where  I  intend  putting  on  board  the  Diedalus,  for  tin;  use  of  his 
Majesty's  colony  under  your  Excellency's  government,  so  many 
breeding  cattle  and  sheep  as  she  can  conveniently  take,  which 
breed,  inur'd  to  countries  but  slightly  cultivated,  have  at  Nootka 
succeeded  to  a  very  high  degree  with  scarce  the  smallest  care  and 
attention.     I  therefore  trust  they  will  l)e  found  useful  in  New 

*  The  niariiifs  had  been  replaced  liy  the  New  South  Wales  Cori)s.    Only  a  small  detach- 
ment of  the  former  remained  on  duty. 


Stores  for 
Nootka. 


Cuttle  and 
shei'|>  for 
New  Suulli 
Walca 
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Supplies  for 
the  expedi- 
tiim  to  be 
kept  up. 


New  Albion. 


De  Fuca's 
Straits. 


A  cluster  of 
Islands. 


Kinpr 

Georg-e's 
Sound. 


South  Wales.  Lieutenant  Hanson,  as  you  will  observe  by  his 
oi'ders,  has  likewise  directions  to  pay  attention  to  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  procuring  such  live  stock  and  refreshments  as  may  be 
useful  at  Port  Jackson,  from  the  different  places  he  may  fall  in 
with  during  his  passage  across  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

And  as  there  is  a  probability  on  my  arrival  with  the  store- 
sliip  at  some  of  the  Spanish  ports  aforesaid  I  may  find  it  con- 
venient to  take  on  board  some  further  supply  of  provisions,  I  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  that  case  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  deficiency  so  occasioned  to  be  made  up,  as 
likewise  any  that  may  be  caused  by  leakage,  decay,  or  other 
unforeseen  accidents,  that  quantity  being  absolutely  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  perform  that  part  of  my  orders  which  still  remain 
unexecuted. 

Lieutenant  Hanson  will,  I  trust,  be  able  to  satisfy  your  Excel- 
lency's curiosity  respecting  the  general  proceedings  of  our  voyage, 
so  far  as  it  is  at  present  extended  ;  under  which  circumstances  I 
shall  not  intrude  on  your  leisure  further  than  observing  that  we 
fell  in  with  the  coast  of  New  Albion  on  the  17th  of  April,  and 
passed  Cape  Mendocino  in  lat.  40°  281'  n.  and  235°  50'  E.  longi- 
tude ;  from  whence  we  traced  the  shores  at  the  distance  of  one, 
two,  or  three  leagues,  circumstances  so  concerning,  without  finding 
any  port  or  opening  in  the  land  until  we  reached,  on  the  29th  of 
April,  the  south  entrance  of  De  Euca's  Straits,  situate  in  48°  23' 
N.  lat.  and  235°  38'  E.  long.,  which  inlet  we  pursued  up  several 
arms  of  tlie  sea,  determining  the  extent  of  each,  and  keeping  the 
continental  shore  always  in  boats,  as  far  east  as  the  long.  238° 
0'  2",  in  the  lat.  of  48°  0'  0"  N.,  from  which  station  we  coasted 
the  continent  in  an  irregular  N.-westerly  direction  to  the  lat.  of 
51°  45'  N.  and  232°  0'  4"  E.  long.,  whence  it  again  winds  to  the 
eastward  to  the  long,  of  235°  0'  5",  in  the  lat.  of  52°  15'  N., 
which  station  ended  our  present  northern  campaign,  on  the  18th 
of  August,  and  where  we  shall  recommence  an  examination  in 
the  ensuing  spring.  The  direction  of  the  continent  here  pointed 
out  leaves  the  land  in  which  Nootka  is  situated,  an  island,  or 
rather  a  cluster  of  islands,  of  considerable  extent,  caused  by  the 
junction  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  and  De  Fuca's  enti'ance, 
not  very  badly  delineated  in  Arrowsmith's  charts,  leaving  a  very 
disagreeable  and  intricate  navigation  between  them  and  the 
continent. 

On  my  passage  into  this  ocean  I  visited  a  small  part  of  the  S.W. 
coast  of  New  Holland,  and  there  discovered  one  very  excellent 
port,  which  I  have  honored  with  the  name  of  King  George  the 
Thii'd's  Sound.  As  I  think  from  its  situation,  the  fertility  of  the 
country,  with  Oyster  Bay  Harbour,  seas,  &c.,  it  may  be  worthy 
some  further  attention,  I  have  sent  you  my  survey  thereof  with  the 
adjacent  coast,  and  some  views  of  the  surrounding  country,  which, 
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though  not  executed  with  any  degree  of  neatness,  the  positions  of       1792 
the  dili'ereut  harbours,  i\:c.,  us  also  the  dill'erent  heatl-lan<ls,  ilc,  as      ij  oct. 
also  their  appearance  [are  given],  without,  I  believe,  any  material 
error.     We  likewise,  made  two  other  discoveries,  which,  belonging 
to  your  neighbourhood,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  communicate,  the  tirst 
being  a  very  dangerous  cluster  of  barren  rocks,   being  seven  in  Dansrcrous 
number,  extending  in  a  direction  about  N.  70'  E.  and  S.  70'  W. 
true,  occupying  the  space  of  about  3   leagues,  which,  from  their 
situation,  I  have  called  the  Snares  ;  the  largest,  which  is  the  N.-  The  Snares, 
easternmost,  and  about  a  league  in  circumference,   is  in  the  lat. 
48'  03'  S.  and  166°  20'  E.  longitude,   bearing  from  S.   Cape  of 
New  Zealand  S.  40'  W.  true,   19  leagues  distant,  and  from  the 
southermost  part  of  the  Traps  S.  62 i'  W.  true,  20  leagues  distant; 
the  largest,  which  is  the  highest,  may  be  seen  in  clear  weather 
aljout  8  or  9  leagues,   the   other  is  an  island  discovered  by  the 
Chatham,  after  being  separated  from  us  the  morning  we  discovered 
the  Snares,  by  a  very  violent  storm,  and  wlrich,  in  honor  of  His 
Lordship  who  presides  at  the  Admiralty  Board,  obtained  the  name 
of  Chatham  Island  ;  along  the  N.  side  of  which  he  sailed  about  12  ^^^""^ 
leagues  ;  it  is  situated  in  lat.  43°  48'  S.  and  183°  02^'  E.  long.,  its 
inhabitants  much  resembling  the  indians  of  New  Zealand,  who 
were  found  on  the  N.  side,  which  was  the  only  part  they  saw,  and 
where  they  anchored  and  took  possession;  they,  however,  discovered 
no  port. 

Knowing  of  no  other  information  that  can  be  worthy  your 
present  attention,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  best  wishes  for  your  welfare,  and  that  of  his  Majesty's  colony 
under  your  Excellency's  government.     Yours,  «fec., 

Geo.  Vancouver. 


10  Oct. 


GovERXOR  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 

My  dear  Nepean,  Sydney,  16t]i  October,  1792. 

The   Britannia  going  to  the   Cape,   although^  very  nuich 

against  my  inclination,  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  forwarding 

tJie  despatches,  and  of  saying  that  I  most  sincerely  hope  your 

voyage  has  restored  your  health. 

The  Atlantic  will  sail  about  the  middle  of   next  month,  and  Phiilip-s 
most  probably  my  letters  by  that  ship  will  be  the  first  you'll  neei'Jiirv 
receive.     As  to  myself,  I  have  still  to  wait  tlie  arrival  of  another 
ship,  and  every  day  tells  me  that  my  return  to  England,  for  a  tnn(5 
at  least,  is  more  and  more  necessary. 

The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Dundas  speaks  of  my  leaving  this 
country  isveryhandsomef ;  l)ut  I  do  notwell  understand  that  part  of 
his  letter.  I  fear  that  it  may  have  been  sujjposed  1  would  remaui 
until  His  Majesty's  permission  was  clearly  expressed  ;  and  I  should 
be  sorry,  after  all  my  labours,  to  have  it  said  on  my  return  that  I  was 
not  expected.     The  ship  which  was  to  follow  the  iioyid  Admu-ul 

*  A  private  letter.  t  Ante,  p.  025. 
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16  Oct. 

Awaits 
definite 
instructions. 


■will,  I  hope,  clear  wp  the  doubt,  and  not  only  leave  me  at  liberty  to 
quit  the  Government,  but  also  put  the  means  of  doing  it  in  my 
power ;  otherwise  I  do  not  see  how  I  am  to  get  home  after  the 
Atlantic  has  sailed,  unless  it  is  by  the  way  of  China  or  the  north- 
west coast  of  America,  neither  of  which  would  be  very  agreeable 
to  a  man  going  in  search  of  health.  That  you  may  long  enjoy 
yours  is  the  wish  of  a  very  sincere  and  faithful  friend. 

A.  Phillip. 
I  suppose  you'll  hear  from  your  brother,  but  as  he  has  some 
doubts  of  writing  by  this  ship,  he  is  well  and  much  better  than  he 
has  been  for  some  time. 


Carriage  of 
convicts. 


Terms. 


Mr.  W.  Richards,  Junr.,  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean.* 

Sir,  16  October,  1792. 

Agreeable  to  your  request  I  enclose  you  the  terms  whereby 

I  am  ready  to  engage  for  the  convicts  from  Ireland  which  are  as 

reasonable  as  it  is  possible  to  be  done,  doing  that  justice  which 

Government    have    a    right    to    expect.       Should    you    think    it 

necessary  I  am  ready  to  go  to  Ireland  and  settle  the  time,  &c., 

of  this  conveyance  with  Mr.  Hobart  as  well  as  to  superintend 

their  embarkation.  -,,^      t-, 

VYM.  Kichards,  junr. 

To  lay  in  eight  mo's  provision  for  the  passage. 

To  go  to  Dublin  and  Cork  and  remain  twenty  days  at  both  places 
for  embarking  the  convicts.      Demuri'age  after  that  time  as  usual. 

To  supply  two  tons  of  shipping  for  each  convict  agreed  for. 

To  be  paid  for  the  no.  agreed  for. 

To  be  victualed  every  day  in  one  port  in  the  passage  with  fresh 
provisions,  &c.,  and  to  be  paid  as  usual. 

To  have  three  pounds  p.  ton  for  all  stores,  Arc,  put  on  board 
after  the  convicts,  &c.,  are  accomodated. 

Twenty-six  pounds  p.  head  for  each  convict  landed. 

Twenty  pounds  p.  head  for  each  convict  embarked  and  not 
landed — which  is  the  cost  of  ship  hire,  cloaths,  bed  and  bedding, 
surgeon,  medicine,  etc.,  and  sixpence  p.  head  p.  day  for  eveiy  day 
victual'd  till  the  day  of  death.  The  remaining  provision  of  the 
eight  mo's  lain  in  together  with  the  cloathing,  bed  and  bedding 
of  such  convict  to  be  deliver'd  into  his  Majestie's  stores  free  from 
charge,  which  are  the  only  articles  by  which  a  contractor  can  be 
benefitted  in  the  case  of  the  death  of  any  one. 

N.B. — In  the  above  charge  is  £2  14s.  p.  head  alowed  for  an 
aditional  number  of  seamen  which  the  contractor  must  have  as  a 
guai'd  for  the  convicts. 

Dangers  of  the  seas  and  mutinies  excepted. 

*  Nepean,  who  went  to  the  West  Indies  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  in  December,  1701,  had 
now  resumed  duty  as  Under  Secretary  at  the  Home  Office. 
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P.ayment  as  follows  : — £10  p.  head  on  all  being  ready  and  tin-        1792 
vessells  leaving  their  moorings.  luoct. 

£10  p.  head  on  leaving  Ireland. 
The  remainder  on  tinal  settlement.* 

Wm.  Richards,  junr. 


Pavincnt. 


Memorandum  of  Contract. 
Heads  of  a  contract  to  be  made  with  ^Mr.  llichards  for  transport- 
ing convicts  from  Ireland  to  New  South  "Wales  : — 

To  transport,  victual,  and   clothe   two   liundred  and  seventy  Terms  of 
convicts  and  stores.  contract. 

To  put  on  board  eight  months'  provisions,  a  proportion  of  neces- 
saries for  preserving  their  health,  and  a  surgeon  to  attend  them. 

To  supply  them  with  beds  and  bedding. 

Two  tons  allowed  each  convict  and  soldier,  in  which  is  includ'd 
their  lodging  room,  provisions  for  the  passage,  and  provisions  and 
clotliins:  for  nine  months  after  tlieir  arrival. 

Convicts  to  he  supplied  with  fresh  provisions  in  foreign  ports 
four  days  in  a  week. 

Soldiers  to  be  victualled  according  to  the  establishment  of  the 
navy  for  one  shilling  per  day  for  each  soldier. 

£17  to  be  paid  for  each  convict  emljarkVl. 

£5  in  addition  for  every  convict  land'd  in  New  South  Wales.      Pajiuent. 
To  be  paid  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  : — 

£7  per  head  when  the  cabins  and  bulk  heads  are  built. 

£10  per  head  when  all  the  provisions,  water  cask,  stores  and 
necessaries  are  on  board  and  the  ship's  complete  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  convicts,  being  certihed  by  the  na\al  agent  at  Deptford. 

£20  per  day  demurage  for  1,000  tons,  and  Gd.  per  day  for  each 
convict  victualled. 

Demurage  to  commence  after  the  usual  lying  allowed  for 
eml)arking  and  disembarking  the  convicts. 

Ikdk  heads,  cabins,  gratings,  air  scuttles,  windsails,  «fcc.,  tfcc,  to 
Ije  found  by  the  contractor. 

The  convicts  to  be  cloth'd  and  victualled  Ijy  tlie  contractor  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  convicts  sent  in  the  Royal  Admiral. 

The  ships  to  go  to  Norfolk  Island,  if  the  Governtn-  requires  it. 

Obligation  on  the  contractor  for  due  performance,  £2,U00. 


Condition  of  Norfolk  Island. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  Grimest  to  Mr.  Crim<>s,  elated 

onboard  the  Gorgon,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  New  South 

AVales,  October  iilst,  17<J2.  -^c°^- 

"It  is  a  happy  circumstance  I  got  those  necessjiries  there  (at  the 

Cape)  or  I  should  have  been  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation,  for 

*  The  proposals  contained  in  this  letter  were  not  aocepteii,  but  tenns  were  n>,'reeil  upon 
as  shown  by  a  menioranduin  in  the  Home  otliee  pai>er,s,  which  follows, 
t  Knj,'inec;r  anJ  Surveyor  at  Norfolk  laland. 
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lU  Oct. 
No  comforts, 


Content- 
ment. 


Whaling. 


Grapes. 
Settlers. 


A  good 
harvest. 


22  Oct. 


Soldiers' 
grievances. 


Reduced 

ration. 


you  can  have  no  conception  liow  wretchedly  they  are  off  here  for 
the  little  comforts  of  life.  I  am  now  awkwardly  situated  for 
kitchen  utensils,  and  I  cannot  get  a  plate  here.  I  am  in  hopes 
now  the  worst  is  over  in  this  colony,  indeed,  I  make  no  doubt  of 
it,  but  they  have  been  dreadfully  in  want. 

"Norfolk  is  represented  as  a  paradise  almost,  at  least  everything 
that  is  sown  produces  abundantly.  I  do  not  know  what  I  shall  do 
for  stock,  as  it  is  dear,  and  it's  impossible  to  live  on  the  scanty 
allowance  allowed;  we  have  no  spirits  served.  For  my  own  part 
I  have  not  the  most  distant  idea  but  of  spending  my  time 
extremely  happy,  and  of  coming  home  much  benefitted  by  the 
trip  ;  you  may  almost  insure  yourself  good  health.  I  have  been 
very  ill  on  the  voyage  here,  and  some  time  prior  to  my  leaving 
the  Cape,  but  I  am  now  much  better  and  fatter  than  when  I  left 
England.  There  is  every  expectation  of  a  whale  fishery  being 
established  on  this  coast ;  if  so  it  may  in  time  become  a  valuable 
settlement,  for  those  ships  to  wood  and  water,  and  by  throwing 
cattle  on  the  island  make  it  very  fruitful,  which  at  present  it  is 
not,  for  want  of  manure.  Grapes  grow  extremely  well,  that  in 
the  course  of  five  years  we  shall  not  want  for  wine.  There  are 
near  forty  men,  belonging  to  the  marine  corps,  who  are  to  stay 
behind  as  settlers  for  Norfolk.  They  are  to  have  a  certain 
number  of  acres  of  clear  ground,  and  provisions  for  eighteen 
months  from  their  landing,  then  they  are  to  be  entirely  on  their 
own  bottom;  the  last  letter  from  Major  Ross,  who  is  there,  which 
arrived  three  or  four  days  since,  says  that  they  will  have  two 
thousand  bushels  of  corn  to  dispose  of  to  Government,  so  great 
has  been  the  last  produce ;  every  settler  will  have  two  hundred 
bushels.  It  is  a  pleasing  prospect  to  go  to  so  fine  a  country;  the 
island  is  so  small,  or  it  would  be  a  valuable  settlement." 


Major  Grose  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis. 
Sir,  Sydney,  22  October,  1792. 

I  think  it  requisite  to  request  your  interference  in  behalf  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  who  are  domg  duty  at  this  place.  Unwilling 
as  I  always  shall  be  to  complain,  I,  but  with  little  reluctance,  set 
about  the  subj  ect  of  this  letter,  being  confident  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  be  better  pleased  to  remove  the  grievance  than  to 
hear  it  has  happened.  I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  necessaries 
of  life  are  not  often  to  be  purchased,  and  that  the  ratio  allowed 
by  Government  is  the  soldiers'  chief  and  almost  only  support. 
Now  whenever  it  happens  that  a  short  allowance  is  issued  to  the 
felons  the  soldiers'  ration  is  also  reduced,  and  that  without  the 
smallest  difference  or  distinction — the  captain  of  a  company,  and 
the  convict  transported  for  life,  divide  and  share  and  share  alike 
whatever  is  served  out.  Our  numbers  are  too  much  reduced  by 
unwholesome  food  and  bad  quarters  to  make  the  saving  a  matter 
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of  much  momont,  even  in  tlie  greatest  sc.ircity — nor  can  I  imagine        1792 
it  was  intended  we  should  so  etjually  paltake  of  whatever  miseries      22  Oct. 
assail  the  colony ;  and  whatmakes  our  situation  the  more  unpleasant  ,r    T7 
is  that  the  Governor  does  not  feel  linnselt  authfirized  to  indulge  «'"ic  fo.xl 
with  grants  such  as  would  wish  either  for  comfort  or  anuisement  quitt^g. 
to  cultivate  a  small  quantity  of  ground.  I  havefre(|uently  apidied 
to   Governor    Phillip  on    this    business,  who,    in   answer  to   my  Xo land, 
representations,  assures  me  he  has  more  than  once  written  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  tliat  unfortunately  he  has  never  received  any  re- 
ply whatever.   One-half  the  ground  allotted  a  convict,  who  becomes 
a  settler,  would  be  a  matter  of  more  accomodation  to  the  officers 
tlian  may  be  supposed  ;  but  until  some  further  directions  are  com- 
municated to  the  Governor  we  shall  be  precluded  this  ad^■antage,  "^^  ""'y 
wliich  is  absolutely  the  only  chance  of  comfort  that  I  know  of.      comfort 

The  great  necessity  of  making  the  soldiers  as  respectable  and  as 
comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  admit  of,  is  too  obvious 
to  make  any  commentaries  from  myself  at  all  necessary.  I  rather 
hope  the  Governor  has  not  forgotten  by  this  packet  to  make  some 
representations  in  our  favour,*  for  I  am  convinced  he  both  perceives 
and  laments  the  difficulties  that  perplex  the  officers  as  much  as  I  J'jD'.'^''-"? 
can,  but  for  fear  of  accidents,  I  have  ventured  to  soUicit  your 
protection,  in  hopes  of  which  I  have,  »fec.,  Fraxs.  Grose. 

J.    BOWEX    TO    UXDER    SECRETARY    NePEAX. 

Dear  Sir,  Deptford,  November  Uth,  1792.  i^^'o^- 

1  am  inclined  to  think  your  information  respecting  the 
difficulty  of  Mr.  Richards  getting  ships  is  too  true  ;  the  owners  of 
the  Mary  has  postively  refused  to  hire  her  to  him,  and  the  owners 
of  the  William  has  done  the  same,  but  have  told  him  if  he  will 
purchase  her,  they  will  sell.  This,  I  am  told,  he  is  about  doing,  Transiiort 
but  am  afraid  he  will  not  accomplish  it.  The  people  who  ajipear  '^'"•'•'"'t''-'*- 
active  in  this  business  (by-the-bye  he  is  himself  in  the  background) 

don't  seem  to  be  very  responsible  ;  if  you  allow  him  time  lie  will 
name  half  the  ships  in  the  river,  and  I  may  dance  attendance 
after  him  until  he  has  found  somebody  that  will  go,  and  if  he  does 
we  will  shall  ha^■e  a  vast  deal  of  trouble  to  get  him  to  do  it  properly, 
and  I  am  afraid,  in  the  end,  gain  but  little  credit.  A  ])usiness  of 
this  sort  cannot  be  done  well  but  by  people  who  lia\(^  great  con- 
cern in  shipping,  and  in  good  credit  with  the  principal  tradesmen 
along  shore,  neither  can  there  be  any  dispatch  withtKit  it.f 

I  have  wrote  to  him  to  meet  me  to-morrow  at  the  Navy  olHce, 
and  have  told  him  the  service  will  not  admit  of  any  longer  delay. 
After  I  have  seen  him,  I  will  let  you  know  wliat  he  says.  1  am, 
ifec,  -f-  I5o\vex. 

I  have  been  all  this  morning  on  the  river  lo(iking  for  his  agent, 
l;ut  could  not  find  either  of  them. 

*Sce  Phillips  despatches  to  Dumlas,  ante,  np.  651,  054. 
t  The  arrant'eiueuta  referred  to  were  conipletea  in  due  course. 
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14  Nov. 
A  volunteer. 


4  Dec. 
Lieut.  Ball. 


Ready  for 
service. 


5  Dec. 


Collins 
applies  for 
leave. 


Mr.  John  Thomson  to  The  Plight  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

[London]  November  22nd,  1792. 

Hearing  that  superintendants  of  the  agriculture  at  Botany  Bay 
were  needed,  and  having  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  various 
parts  of  S.  and  N.  Britain,  I  ofier  myself  for  that  service,  if  in 
other  respects  it  can  be  made  agreeable ;  if  the  state  needs  such  a 
servant,  one  of  your  secretaries  or  clerks  may  find  me  at  Burford, 
Oxfordshire,  Avhere  any  letter  directed  to  me  by  name,  will  find  me. 


am. 


ifec, 


John  Thomson,  A.M.,  Ed. 


Lieutenant  Ball  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Sir,  Tenderden,  December  4th,  1792. 

The  state  of  my  health  on  fny  arrival  in  England  from  my  late 
long  voyage  from  New  South  Walesbeing  much  impaired,  and  having 
a  great  deal  of  private  business  to  transact,  has  made  me  trespas  en 
their  Lordships'  patience  so  long  in  not  soliciting  tO  be  employed. 

I  therefore  am  to  request  you  will  pleas  to  lay  my  letter  of  this 
day's  date  before  the  Board  [Navy  Board]  and  hope  the  above 
signification  will  meet  their  Lordships'  aprobation.  That  being 
greatly  reinstated  in  my  health,  I  beg  to  offer  my  services  for 
employment,  and  that  on  any  service  their  Lordships  may  think 
proper  to  order  me.     I  am,  &c.,  H.  L.  Ball. 


Judge- Advocate  Collins  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  5  Dec,  1792. 

Some  veiy  urgent  private  and  family  affairs  requiring  my 
presence  in  England,  I  have  to  request  you  will  be  jjleased  to 
grant  me  permission  to  return  from  this  country  for  the  purj)Ose 
of  attending  to  them. 

I  have  the  honour  of  assuring  you,  sir,  that  this  application 
entirely  meets  the  concurrence  of  Governor  PhillijD,  and  that 
nothing  but  the  most  pressing  motives  would  induce  me  to  relin- 
quish my  further  services  in  this  country,  in  which  I  have  now 
resided  within  a  few  weeks  of  five  yeai's,  during  which  time  I 
have  been  in  the  constant  execution  of  my  diity — a  circumstance 
that  will  of  itself,  I  hope,  be  allowed  to  operate  in  favour  of  my 
present  application.*  David  Collins. 

Judge-Advocate  Collins  to  Governor  Phillip. 
Sir,  Sydney,  5  December,  1792. 

Your  Excellency  having  assured  me  that  the  public  service 

does  not  admit  of  my  returning  by  this  opportunity  to  England,  as 

I  have  always  considered  it  my  duty  to  devote  myself  to  the  good 

of  his  Majesty's  service,  by  rendering  every  possible  aid  that  was 

within  my  power  or  ability,  I  submit  to  the  necessity  and  propriety 

of  remaining,  notwithstanding  the  urgency  of  the  reasons  which 

*  Owing  to  the  exij?encies  of  the  service  this  application  could  not  be  granted.    Collins 
did  not  return  to  England  until  Sept.,  1796. 
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liave  induced  a  wish  to  quit  this  settlement ;  I  liavo,  tht'refore,  to        1732 
hope  and  request  of  your  Excellency,  that  you  will,  on  your  arrival      5  Dec. 
in  England  be  pleased  to  lay  my  solicitation  for  leave  to  return  on  AsksThiiUp 
account  of   my  private  affairs  before  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  to  help  him. 
that  your  Excellency  will  at  the  same  time  point  out,  that  untU  the 
present  hour  I  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  two  appointments  under 
the  Crown,  one  of  which,  by  the  departure  this  day  of  the  last  of  the 
marine  detachment  serving  in  this  country,  I  no  longer  possess*  ; 
and  that  I  sustain  this  diminution  of  the  pecuniary  emoluments  of 
my  situation  at  a  time  when,  from  the  increasing  numbers  of  the  Loss  of 
colony,  the  business  of  it  is  considerably  augmented,   and  every  ""^o'"*'- 
article  of  comfort  or  convenience  which  arrives  here  for  sale,  bears  a 
price  most  disadvantageously  adapted  by  the  seller  to  our  necessities. 

I  have  not  my  own  ill-health  to  offer  as  a  further  reason  for  my 
wishing  to  return ;  but  the  letters  which  I  haAC  lately  received  from 
my  connexions  have  advised  me  of  the  extreme  ill  state  of  health 
and  expected  dissolution  of  my  father,  General  Collins,  who  is  much  "i?  father 
too  far  advanced  in  life  to  support  a  long  struggle  with  disease. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  hope  that  you  will  add  to  the  weight  of  these 
reasons  your  voice  in  favour  of  my  application  to  return ;  and 
suffer  me  to  subscribe  myself,  Avith  every  mark  of  respect,  etc., 

^____  David  Collins. 

Chief-Surgeon  "White  to  Sir  A.  S.  Hamgxd.I 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  11th  December,  1792.  HDcc. 

Thro'  (iovei-nor  Phillip,  who  returns  to  Europe  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health,  I  have  made  application  for  leave  of  absence  ;  Leave  of 
or  if  that  cannot  granted  me,  permission  to  return  to  England  on  my  ''^=*'^""=- 
half-pay,  in  order  to  adjust  the  deranged  state  of  my  affairs,  which 
are  made  so  by  the  failure  of  my  agent,  who  had  large  money  trans- 
actions with  Mr.  Jellicoe,  the  late  deputy-paymaster  of  the  Navy, 
whose  misfortunes  are  too  well  known.  Fearful  that  his  Excellency's 
bad  health  or  business  might  make  him  forget  to  lay  my  letter  Ijeforo 
his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  I  am  constrained  thus 
to  urge  my  pretentions  to  an  indulgence,  which  I  trust  the  length 
of  time  I  have  been  in  this  colony  and  ray  services  will  give  me 
some  claim  to.      I  might  with  great  propriety  claim  the  indidgenco 
I  now  solicit  on  account  of  bad  health,  but  would  rather  grouml  I^^^JJI^^;^ 
my  pretensions  on  my  services  and  the  justice  which  always  actuate 
those  in  so  exalted  a  situation  as  you  have  the  honour  to  fdl. 

Should  my  prayer  be  complied  with,  I  trust  and  hope  Ciovernment 
will  order  me  a  passage  home,  as  paying  for  it  by  the  circuit(ju.s 
roiite  of  China,  which,  from  the  convicts  being  sent  out  in  Tndiainen, 
is  the  most  likely  made,  would  ill  suit  my  circii instances.  1  have, 
<jr^  John   W'lirn:, 

Princiind  Surgeon  to  the  Territory. 

*  Collins  was  Captain  in  the  Marines  as  wlII  a.s  .IiiilKO-AJvocaU-. 
t  One  of  the  Coniniissioncrd  of  the  >uvy. 
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HISTORICAL   RECOUDS   OF   NEW   SOUTH   WALES. 


1792 
12  Dec. 


The 

Bodding- 

tons. 


Assistant- 
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superin- 
tendent. 


Medicines. 


Provisions. 


The  sick. 


Directions 
from  the 
Governor. 


Pay. 


TJxDER  Secretary  Nepean  to  Surgeon  Kent. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  12th  Deer.,  1792. 

Having,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  engaged  the  ship  Boddingtons  tO' 
take  on  board  some  convicts  at  Cork  and  to  convey  them  to  New 
South  Wales,  and  it  having  been  thought  necessary  that  a  person 
of  your  profession  should  be  sent  out  in  the  said  ship  in  the 
capacity  of  superintendent,  not  only  with  a  view  of  assisting  the 
surgeon  of  that  ship  in  the  necessary  attendance  on  the  sick,  but. 
to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the  several  stipulations  made  with 
the  contractor,  Mr.  Richards,  for  the  maintenance  and  supply  of 
the  convicts  and  guard  during  their  continuance  on  board ;  and 
the  Navy  Board  ha^dng  granted  you  leave  of  absence  for  that 
purpose,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  as  soon  as  possible  repair  on 
board  the  Boddingtons  and  execute  the  several  duties  attached  to- 
that  situation. 

Previously  to  your  embarkation  you  will  see  that  a  proper- 
proportion  of  medicines  and  necessaries  be  provided  by  the  con- 
tractor, and  that  during  the  passage  they  are  duly  and  properly 
administered  to  the  said  convicts,  as  well  as  to  the  troops  intended 
to  be  put  on  board  for  their  security,  whenever  their  situation 
shall  require  it. 

You  will  also  be  careful  that  the  allowance  of  provisions, 
specified  in  the  contract,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  be  regularly 
issued  at  sea,  as  well  as  in  the  several  ports  you  may  happen  to 
touch  at. 

You  will  keep  a  regular  return  of  the  sick,  and  of  such  as  may 
die  during  the  passage,  and  transmit  accounts  thereof  to  me 
from  time  to  time  ;  and  upon  your  return  you  will  deliver  into 
this  office  a  general  statement  of  your  proceedings,  together  -wdth 
your  opinion  how  far  the  contractor  shall  have  properly  fulfilled 
his  engagements. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  New  South  Wales  you  will  report  to  the 
Governor  every  occurrence  which  may  have  hajipened,  and  be 
governed  by  his  advice  as  to  the  mode  of  your  return,  either  in 
the  ship  in  which  you  are  to  embark  or  by  some  more  expeditious, 
opportunity. 

You  will  be  allowed  for  your  services  at  the  rate  of  12s.  per 
diem  from  this  date  until  the  time  of  your  return  to  England, 
unless  that  period  shall  be  unnecessarily  protracted  by  you. 
This  allowance  is  to  be  looked  upon  by  you  as  a  satisfaction  for 
your  services  and  to  cover  all  expenses  whatsoever,  including 
your  victualling  to  New  South  Wales  and  on  your  return  from 
thence. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  your  care  and  attention  in  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  your  station  will  be  a  means  of  recommending  you 
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in  case  any  further  service  of  the  like  nature  shoukl  hereafter       1792 
occur  ;  and  in  expectation  that  you  will  f  uUil  it  with  satisfaction      12  Uoc 
to  your  employer  and  credit  to  yourself. 

[No  signature]* 


The  Right  Hex.  Henry  Dcxdas  to  the  Governor-Genehal 

OF  India. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  19th  Decemr.,  1792.  10  Dec 

Since  Lord  Grenville's  letter  to  your  Lordship  of  the  1 1th  of 
October  last  respecting  the  supplying  of  New  South  AVales  with  supplies 
live  stock  from  Bengal,  I  have  received  from  Messrs.  Lambert.  *''""'  '"^'^ 
lloss,  &,  Co.  an  account  of  the  provisions  shipped  on  board  the 
Atlantic,  transpoi't,  for  that  colony. 

It  appears  from  the  contents  of  that  letter  that  they  have  made 
proposals  for  supplying  it  with  almost  all  the  articles  which  are  Proposals. 
I'equisite,  and  that  they  have  in  consequence  sent  samples  of  such 
articles  by  Mr.  Bowen,  with  the  prices  annexed,  in  order  to  decide 
upon  the  expediency  of  a  future  permanent  and  regular  supply 
from  Bengal,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  be  necessary.  If,  thei-efore, 
from  the  representation  of  bis  Majesty's  Government  of  New 
South  Wales  it  should  be  found  that,  agreeably  to  such  samples, 
the  articles  themselves  are  such  as  are  suitable  to  the  nature  of 
the  settlement,  it  will  pi-obably  be  the  ultimate  determination  of 
his  Majesty's  servants  that  the  entire  supply  thereof  shall  be  stores  from 
from  Bengal.  In  that  case,  and  in  order  to  cany  such  a  system  ^^engai. 
into  efiect,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Presidency  to  consider  of 
the  best  and  cheapest  mode  of  providing  such  supply,  and  that  the 
same  may  keep  pace  with  the  progressive  increase  of  the  colonists, 
regular  returns  of  their  numbers,  of  the  articles  of  provisions  and 
stores  in  hand,  and  of  such  as  they  stand  in  need  of,  must  be  duly 
transmitted  to  Bengal. 

In  the  meantime,  I  am  to  desire  that  in  freighting  a  vessel  with 
live  stock,  agreeably  to  the  above-mentioned  letter  from  Lord 
Grenville,  your  Lordship  will  take  that  opportunity  of  sending 
such  a  quantity  of  salted  beef  or  pork,  especially  of  the  latter,  as  gait  mcau 
the  vessel  adopted  for  that  service  can  conveniently  carry,  without 
too  much  interfering  with  the  original  purpose  for  which  she  is  to 
be  taken  up. 

I  have  more  particularly  instanced  salted  pork  because  I  observe 
tliat  two  tons  of  it  have  already  been  sent  as  a  sample  by  the 
Atlantic,  and  from  the  accounts  transmitted  I  expect  that  it  will 
succeed  and  become  a  regular  article  of  supply. 

Your  Lordships  will  likewise  take  into  consideration  what  mode 
of  payment  will  be  most  in  favor  of   Government,  whetlier  by  Pajmcnt. 

*  A  letter  similarly  worded,  but  for  the  ship  Sugarcane,  was  scut  to  Mr.  Alcxwiacr 
Jamison,  and  signed  "  Evan  Nepean."' 
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More 
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required. 
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Spanish 
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navy  bills  or  by  bills  on  his  Majesty's  treasury,  either  of  which, 
as  a  channel  of  remittance  to  Europe,  must,  of  course,  bear  a 
considerable  premium. 

The  numbers  now  in  New  South  "Wales  and  Norfolk  Island,  on 
a  rough  calculation,  may  be  estimated  at  about  live  thousand. 

I  am,  cfec, 
Henry  Dundas. 

Captain  Vancouver  to  Governor  Phillip. 

Sir,  Discovery,  Monterrey,  29th  Dec'r,  1792. 

Since  writing  my  letter,  dated  15th  Oct'r,*  which  accom- 
panies this,  we  have  experienced  a  very  tempestuous  and  boisterous 
passage  to  this  place,  which  we  reached  about  a  month  ago ;  and, 
agreable  to  my  intentions  as  stated  in  that  letter,  I  have  taken 
on  board  the  Discovery  and  Chatham  a  very  considerable  quantity 
of  the  stores  and  provisions  which  remained  in  the  Dpedalus  on 
our  departure  from  Nootka ;  the  whole  of  which  I  had  requested 
should  be  returned  to  me  ;  that,  however,  in  consequence  of  having 
made  a  material  alteration  in  my  engagement  since  that  period, 
is  by  no  means  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  remaining 
part  of  his  Majesty's  service  entrusted  to  my  care.  I  have,  therefore, 
in  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  remaining  stores  and  provisions, 
sent  your  Excellency  a  list  of  such  as  will  be  necessary  to  complete 
our  stock  for  the  time  I  conceive  we  must  yet  be  employed  in 
pi'osecuting  that  part  of  my  order  which  still  remains  unexecuted. 

The  lateness  of  my  despatching  the  Dfedalus,  occasioned  by 
adverse  winds,  &c.,  will,  I  fear,  prevent  the  returning  those  stores 
and  provisions,  as  I  have  before  requested,  by  the  month  of  August 
following  ;  it  may,  however,  so  happen  that  I  may  not  quit  Nootka 
liefore  September  or  probably  late  in  that  month  ;  it  will,  thei'efore, 
be  proper  that  the  vessel  so  charged  should  be  despatched  so  soon 
as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  me  at  that  place  ;  but  should 
I  sail  from  Nootka  before  that  should  happen,  I  shall  leave  suf- 
ficient instructions  for  th^  guidance  of  the  officer  commanding  such 
vessel,  and  in  case  there  is  a  probability  of  his  arriving  very  late 
on  the  coast,  it  would  be  necessary  he  should  call  at  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  where,  though  we  should  2iot  meet,  there  is  yet  a  great 
probability  of  gaining  some  information  respecting  us.  The  other 
object  of  the  Dredalus  accompanying  me  to  this  port,  I  have  like- 
wise been  able  to  accomplish  to  my  satisfaction  by  putting  on  board 
12  cows  and  6  bulls,  with  an  equal  number  of  male  and  female 
sheep ;  these  are  at  present  in  good  condition,  in  which  state,  I 
trust,  they  will  arrive  safe,  and  prove  highly  serviceable  to  his 
Majesty's  colony  under  your  Excellency's  government. 

The  Dajdalus,  from  accident  and  desertion,  being  short  of  comple- 
ment, Sr.  Quadra  has  made  a  promise  of  using  his  effi^rts  to  prevail 
on  some  of  the  people  under  his  command  to  undertake  this  voyage 
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in  the  Danlalus,  on  my  pnniiise  that  they  shouhl  be  returned  to        1792 
Nuotka  l)y  that  vessel  or  such  other  as  may  be  eliar^ed  witli  the      at  Dec. 
before-mentioned  stores  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  gpa,^ 
vessels  under  my  command,  to  whicli  conditions  I  have  acceded  sailors  for 
and  taken  the  liberty  of  asserting  that  your   Excellency   would  u^dalus. 
cause  the  same  to  be  put  into  execution,  and  by  comi)lying  with 
this  further  request,  should  such  a  circumstance  take  place,  y(m 
will  highly  oblige  him  who  has  tlie  lionor,  with  the  most  sincere 
wishes  for  the  welfare  of  yourself  aiul  his  Majesty's  colony  under 
your  Excellency's  government,  Yours,  «fec., 

Geo.  Vancouver. 
P.S. — I  have  been  under  the  necessity,  much  against  my  wisjies 
and  inclinations,  of  discharging  ^Ir.  Willm.  House,  late  boatswain 
of  the  Discovery,  who,  whilst  in  that  situation,  so  far  as  his 
abilities  enabled  him  to  act,  conducted  himself  as  a  sol)er,  diligent 
officer,  having  been  afflicted  with  a  violent  rheumatic  comj)laint 
wliich  rendei'ed  him  incapable  of  performing  that  service  for  many  invalids, 
months  past.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  liim  to  your 
Excellency's  notice,  toizether  with  the  three  valuable  seamen  and 
one  marine  whom  I  have  been  under  the  very  disagreeable 
necessity  of  parting  with  for  similar  reasons,  who  equally  deserve 
every  clemency  and  attention  tlie  nature  of  liis  ]\rajesty's  service 
will  admit  of.  These  people  I  have  thus  discharged,  because  we 
have  not  the  power  of  aftbrding  them  relief,  and  the  service  we 
have  yet  to  perform  being  of  a  long  and  arduous  nature.  I  am 
ill  hopes  of  its  being  shortly  in  your  Excellency's  power  of  pro- 
viding them  a  passage  to  England,  in  which  case  I  trust  they  Avill 
find  relief  from  the  severe  maladies  under  which  they  at  present 
labo]-.  Geo.  Vancouver. 

Captain  Vancouver's  Instructions  to  Lieutenant  Hanson. 

By  George  Vancouver,  Esquire,  Commander  of  his  Majesty's 

sloop  Discovery,  Arc. 
Whereas    the    Daedalus    transport    under    your   direction    has 
deliver'd  to  his  Majesty's  vessels  under  my  command,  .such  part 
of  the  cargo  slie  was  charged  with  as  they  can  conveniently  stow  ; 
you  are  with  the  remainuig  part  of  the  said  caigo,  in  pursuancf^  of  instrocUons 
his  Majesty's  pleasure,  communicated  to  me  by  the  Right  Honour-  i)a.(iai'us. 
able  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admii-aity,  hei-chy  rciiuirt-d 
and  directed  to  proceed  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,   taking 
also  under  your  charge  and  i)articular  care,  the  breeding  cattle 
and  sheep  as  per  margin,*  whicli  I  li.ive  caused  to  be  put  on  l)oard 
the  said  transport,  for  tlu-  us(;  of   liis  Majesty's  colony  at  l*<.rt 
Jackson,  New  Soutli  Wah-s,   to  which  place  you  are  immediately 
to  make  the  best  of  your  way,  observing  the  following  route  : — 

From   this  port  you  are  to  proceed   to  the   islands   that   were  Route, 
discovered  by  the  Daedalus,  when  under  the  command  of  the  late 

»  (!  Bulls,  12  cowe,  Craiiis,  I'iewcs. 
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Lieutenant  Hergest ;  and  in  the  most  convenient  port  in  those 
islands  to  cause  such  refitting  and  other  necessary  services  to  be 
performed  as  the  said  transport  may  stand  in  need  of  ;  and,  having 
executed  that  service,  you  will  endeavour  to  take  from  them  such 
live  stock  and  other  refreshments  as  may  be  likely  to  be  useful  to 
his  Majesty's  colony  at  Port  Jackson,  for  the  effecting  which  you 
have  my  permission  to  appropriate  such  of  the  articles  of  traffic 
on  board  the  Daedalus,  consigned  to  me,  as  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  taking  care  to  note  the  number  and 
contents  from  out  of  the  cases,  or  casks,  they  are  taken,  with  the 
quantity,  and  to  what  purpose  they  have  been  expended,  to  be 
transmitted  to  me  on  the  return  of  those  articles  hereafter  ;  and 
then  to  proceed  from  thence  to  a  bay  lately  visited  and  sur- 
veyed by  the  French  in  the  northern  part  of  New  Zealand,  called 
by  Captain  Cook,  Doubtless  Bay,  in  which  passage  you  are  to 
act  with  the  utmost  caution  to  prevent  falling  in  with,  in  the 
course  of  the  night,  any  of  the  many  low  islands  that  are  thickly 
distributed  to  the  southward  of  the  Marquesas,  so  far  as  the  20th 
or  22nd  degree  of  S.  latitude,  in  which  navigation  your  keeping 
nearly  in  the  parallel  of  the  Marquesas,  until  you  arrive  in  the 
212th  or  210th  degree  of  E.  longitude  will  be  your  safest  route 
to  the  southward.  Otaheite  will  be  in  that  track  ;  therefore, 
winds  and  weather  permitting,  it  will  be  proper  you  should 
touch  at  that  island,  and  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to 
do  so,  where,  should  you  meet  with  any  of  the  crew  belonging  to 
the  ship  Matilda,  said  to  have  been  lost  on  a  shoal  in  lat.  22°  S., 
and  138°  30'  W.  long'de,  and  after  which  accident  they,  in  their 
boats,  reached  that  island,  you  are  to  take  them  on  board,  and 
give  them  a  passage  to  Port  Jackson,  they  being  British  subjects, 
and  wishing  to  return  to  their  native  country  by  such  mode  of 
conveyance  ;  \dctualling  them  as  the  persons  on  board  the  said 
transport  are  victualled.  Their  numbers  said  to  be  remaining  at 
Otaheite  are  twenty-one,  among  which  is  one  convict  that  made 
his  escape  from  Port  Jackson  in  the  said  ship  Matilda.* 

At  Otaheite  you  will  endeavour  to  take  on  board  such  hogs, 
goats,  fowls,  &c.,  with  provender  for  them,  as  may  be  likely  for 
the  purpose  of  being  serviceable  to  the  said  colony,  procuring 
them  by  the  means  above  pointed  out. 

From  Otaheite  you  will  proceed  to  the  before-mentioned 
Doubtless  Bay,  a  sketch  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed  for  your 
information. 

I  have  pointed  out  this  port  as  the  one  in  that  island  most 
likely  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  you  are  required  to  revisit 
New  Zealand,  particulai-ly  from  its  situation  so  near  the  north 

*  The  Matilda  transport  sailed  from  Sydney  in  company  with  the  Marj'  Ann  for  Peni, 
December,  1791.  Collins  in  his  Account  of  New  South  Wales,  vol.  i,  p.  172,  says  :— "These 
ships  had  some  convicts  on  board,  who  were  permitted  to  ship  themselves  with  the  masters.'' 
The  convict  referred  to  in  Vancou\er's  instructions  to  Hanson  was  apparently  a  stowaway. 
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extremity  of  that  country,  round  which  is  the  most  proper  route       1788 

you  should  pursue  to  Port  Jackson ;  at  which  or  any  port  near      20  tee. 

the  north  extremity  of  New  Zealand,  should  necessity  prevent 

your  gaining  the  alx)ve-mentioned,  you  are   from  thence  to  use 

vour  best  endeavours  to  take  with  vou  one  or  two  of  the  natives  Natives  and 

•  **  flux 

of  that  country  versed  in  the  operations  necessary  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  flax-plant  of  which  their  garments  are  mostly 
made,  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of  instructing  the  new  settlers 
at  Port  Jackson  in  the  management  of  that  very  valuable  plant,* 
and  this  being  a  subject  of  no  small  importance  you  are  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  effecting  it,  in  the  execution  whereof  Tiici>iamicrs 
tlie  native  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  you  have  on  Ijoard  may  be  ti. -lua^ 
essentially  serviceable  from  his  speaking  nearly  the  same 
language,  you  will  thei-efore  endeavour  to  attarli  him  as  much  as 
possible  to  your  interest  by  attention  and  civil  treatment  which 
conduct  is  essentially  necessary  you  should,  and  you  are  likewise 
hereby  required  and  directed  by  all  possible  means  to  pursue 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea  Islands  you  may  from 
time  to  time  fall  in  with. 

You  are  also  hereby  most  strictly  enjoy ned  to  treat  in  the 
most  friendly  manner  the  subjects  or  vessels  of  any  power  or 
state  you  may  happen  to  meet  with,  and  to  be  in  every  respect 
careful  not  to  do  anything  that  may  interrupt  that  peace  which  Peaccpoiicy. 
now  happily  subsists  between  his  Majesty  and  all  otlier,  powers  j 
nor  are  you  on  any  account  to  put  into  any  of  the  ports  on  the 
cf)ntinent  of  America  to  the  southward  of  the  30th  degree  of 
K.  latitude,  unless  by  accident  you  should  find  it  necessary  for 
your  immediate  safety  to  take  shelter  there,  and  in  case  of  such 
urgent  event  to  continue  no  longer  than  may  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

These  being  the  principal  objects  entrusted  to  your  charge,  you 
are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  forthwitli  agreable  to 
the  foregoing  instructions  to  Port  Jackson  aforesaid,  and  deliver  To  fro  to 
the  pacquet  you  will  receive  herewith  to  Commodore  Pliillip,  or  in  ^^l^^ 
his  absence  to  the  commanding  oflicer,  putting  yourself  under  his 
command,  and  following  his  orders  for  your  further  i)roceedings. 

For  wdiicli  this  sliall  be  your  order. 

Given  on  board  his  Majesty's  sloop  Discovery,  in  Monterrey 
Bay,  the  29th  December,  1792. 

Geo.  Vancouvek. 

Under  Secretary  KiN(;t  to  C!overxor  Phillip. 
Sir^  Whitehall,  31st  Decem])er,  1792.  31  l)oc 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  a  sliip's  ruling  from 
Ireland  for  New  South  Wales  to  forward   to  yini  copies  of  twt> 

*  This  direction  was  carried  out.     See  Appendix  I!.  v.......,, 

t  Mr.  .John  Kin-   Under  Secretary  at  tlie  Il..nie  OHlce.     He  Rucccedcwl  Mr   I-Yin  Noih-'WH 
wiio  was  aftenvards  appointed  Secretary  of  the  .\duiirulty,  fi.v  .Mr.  I  hilip  Stcplieun. 
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letters  which  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  has  written  to  the  Gov'r-Gen'l 
of  Bengal  [India]  on  the  measure  of  supplying  the  colony  of  New 
South  Wales  with  live  stock  and  provisions.  Your  opinion  on  this 
subject  will  of  course  be  highly  acceptable  to  Mr.  Dundas. 

I  also  forward  to  you  three  packets,  which  were  received  in  the 
course  of  last  month  from  Calcutta,  on  the  same  subject,  two  of 
which  with  flying  seals  Mr.  Dundas  has  perused. 

As  an  additional  numl)er  of  convicts  Avill  most  probably  be 
sent  out  early  in  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  Dundas  will  write  to  you 


by  that  opportunity. 


I  am, 


tfcc, 
J. 


King. 


APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX  A. 


CAPTAIN  BLIGH  AND  THE  BOUNTY. 

Captain  Bligh  to  Secretary  Stephens.  1788 

Sir,  Bounty,  at  Tenarif,  Jan'y  Qtli,  1788.  ojan. 

I  request  you  will  he  pleased  to  inform  the  Lords  Coininis-  The  Bounty 
sioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I  arrived  here  on  the  Gth  instant  to  utTencrifle. 
take  in  wines  for  the  ship's  company,  which  will  be  completed  this 
day,  and  some  damages  done  to  my  boats  in  a  heaA'y  gale  of  wind 
on  the  27th  Dec'r,  and  also  the  ship  being  repair'd.  I  sliall  sail 
to-morrow  and  proceed  on  my  voyage  with  the  utmost  dispatch, 
according  to  their  Lordships'  directions.  I  have,  &c.,  - 

Wm.  Bligii. 

Captain  Bligh  to  Secretary  Stephens. 
Bounty,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

Sir,  False  Bay,  May  24th,  1V88.  24  May. 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  ca.JTT 
the  Admiralty  that,  after  experiencing  tlie  worst  of  weather  for  G'jo<i  Hojic. 
thirty  days  between  the  latd.  of  oS''  00'  So.  and  GV  00'  by  constant 
gales  of  wind  from  S.W.  to  N.W.  off  Cape  Horn,  I  have  been  cape  nom 
under  the  absolute  necessity  of  bearing  away  for  this  i)lace,  as  I  .'i^^'^^i,"!^, 
found  it  totally  impracticable  to  get  round  tlie  land  and  make  the 
passage  to  Otaheite,  agreeable  to  their  Lordshii-s'  first  onlers. 

I  hope  their  Lordships  will  observe  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
make  more  of  the  season  than  I  have  done.     I  left  Spithead  on 
the  23d  of  December  ;  Tenariff"  on  tlio  10th  Jan'y  ;  doubled  Stateii 
Land  on  the  23d  of  March,  from  which  time  the  weather  was  e.\- 
ceedingly  tempestuous,  particularly  the  last  three  weeks,  when  the 
.snow-storms  became  so  violent  we  were  scarce  ever  doing  better  vioiont 
tliau  lying  to  and  drifting  Ijeforn  the  wind.     In  this  situation  my  "'*'""*• 
people  at  last  began  to  be  allectcd  with  severe  rlieumatisms,  antl  I 
liad  three  accidents  from  the  violent  motion  of  the  ship — two  men 
fell  and  dislocated  their  shoulders,  and  one  broke  a  ril).     The  ship  Tiu-^hip 
began  to  be  leaky,  but  in  all  other  respects  as  good  a  vessel  us  ''•■'''^•- 
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Refitting. 


20  June. 


The  Bounty 

under 

repair. 


could  possibly  be  ;  this  increased  our  labour,  and  seeing  no  pros- 
pect of  success,  I  conceived  it  would  be  hazarding  the  object  of 
the  voyage,  and  my  conduct  reprehensible  under  the  discretionary 
orders  I  was  honored  with,  to  persist  any  longer,  as  I  had  not  a 
moment's  time  to  spare  to  proceed  and  refit  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  to  be  in  time  to  pass  the  intricate  parts  of  the  voyage 
and  to  secure  a  completion  of  it.  From  these  considerations  I 
bore  away  on  the  2 2d  of  April,  repassed  Staten  Land  on  the  23d, 
and,  without  ever  being  in  any  port  from  the  time  of  leaving 
TenarifF,  I  arrived  here  this  day,  with  every  man  and  officer  in  as 
good  health  as  when  they  left  England,  notwithstanding  for  these 
last  three  months  we  have  never  been  able  to  have  our  hatches 
open  for  six  hours  together. 

I  shall  refit  with  the  utmost  despatch,  and  proceed  on  the  voyage 
by  New  Holland  and  New  Zeland. 

I  have  informed  their  Lordships  by  letter  of  this  date  of  my 
proceedings  by  a  Dutch  ship ;  and  an  opportunity  offering  by  a 
French  packett,  Havre  de  Grace,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  take 
that  conveyance  also  [to]  send  a  duplicate  of  my  first  letter. 

I  have,  (fee, 
Wm.  Bligh. 

Captain  Bligh  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Bounty,  in  False  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Sir,  June  20th,  1788. 

This  is  the  third  letter  since  my  arrival  at  this  port  that  I 
have  transmitted  to  you  of  my  proceedings  hitherto  in  the  voyage*  ; 
the  former  ones  were  fully  on  the  cause  of  my  coming  here.  I 
therefore  beg  you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  that  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  requiring 
much  caulking  and  refiting  has  rendered  it  not  practicable,  con- 
sistent with  the  good  of  the  service,  for  me  to  sail  before  the  26th 
instant,  when  I  shall  proceed  on  my  voyage  to  Otaheite.  As  the 
conveyance  of  letters  from  this  to  England  in  foreign  ships  is  very 
uncertain,  it  may  not  be  improper(having  had  no  other  opportunity) 
to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  the  reason  of  my  bearing  away 
for  this  place  is  occasion'd  by  my  meeting  with  very  tempestuous 
weather  off  Cape  Horn,  where  I  i-emain'd  thirty  days  endeavour- 
ing to  perform  my  passage  that  way.  I  left  it  on  the  22d  of 
April,  and  arrived  here  the  24th  May.  I  have,  etc., 

Wm.  Bligh. 


2S  June. 


Ready  for 

sea. 


Captain  Bligh  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

Bounty,  in  False  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Sir,  June  28th,  1788. 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  that  I  am  now  ready  for  sea,  with  his  Majesty's  ship 

*  One  of  these  letters,  apparently  written  between  24th  May  and  20th  June,  is  absent. 
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under  my  command,  and  shall  sail  and  execute  theii-  Lordships'       1789 
directions  with  the  utmost  dispatch.     My  route  will  l)e  by  the     ssjunc 
south  part  of  New  Holland  and  New  Zealand.      :My  poople  are  in 
perfect  health,  and  ship  thoroughly  retitted.     Thi.s  is  the  fourth 
letter  I  have  had  the  honor  to  write  to  actpiaint  their  Lordships 
of  my  proceedings.  I  have,  ie., 

Wm.    13LIGII. 

THE  MUTINY  OF  THE  BOUNTY. 
Captaix  Bligh  to  Secretary  Stephens.* 
Sir,  Coupang,  in  Timor,  18  August,  1789.         is  Aug. 

I  am  now  unfortunately  to  request  of  you  to  acquaint  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  his  Majesty's  armed 
vessel  Bounty,  under  my  command,  was  taken  from  me  by  some  The  Bounty 
of  the  inferior  officers  and  men  on  the  28th  April,  1789,  in  the  S.e'L. 
following  manner  :— A  little  before  sunrise,   Fletcher  Christian, 
who  was  mate  of  the  ship  and  officer  of  the  watch,  with  the  ship's 
corporal,  came  into  my  cabbin  while  I  was  asleep,  and  seizing  me, 
tied   my   hands  with  a  cord,  assisted  by  others,  who  were  also  Bligh  seized, 
in  the  cabbin,  all  armed  w-ith  nmsquets  and  bayonets.     I  was  now 
threatened  with  instant  death  if  I  spoke  a  word.      T,  howe%-er, 
called  for  assistance,  and  awakened  every  one ;  but  tlie  officers, 
who  were   in  their  cabbins,  were  secured  by  centinels  at  their  The  officers 
doors  so  that  no  one  could  come  to  me.     The  arms  were  all  '**''^^"'^''- 
secured,  and  I  w^as  forced  on  deck  in  my  shirt,  with  my  hands 
tyed,  and  secured  by  a  guard  abaft  the  mizen  mast,  during  which 
the  mutineers  expressed  much  joy  that  they  would  soon  again  see 
Otaheite. 

I  now  demanded  of  Christian  the  cause  of  such  a  violent  act, 
but  no  other  answer  was  given  but,  ''  Hold  your  tongue,  sir,  or  Riisfh 
you  are  dead  this  instant,"  and  holding  me   by  the  cord  which  be  St!*' 
tied  my  hands,  he  as  often  threatened  to  stab  me  in  the  breast 
with  a  bayonet  he  held  in  his  right  hand.      I,  however,  did  my 
utmost  to  rally  the  disaffected  villains  to  a  sense  of  their  duty, 
but  to  no  effect.      The  boatswain  was  ordered  to  hoist  the  launch 
out,  and  while  I  was  kept  under  a  guard,  with  Christian  at  their 
liead,  abaft  the  mizen  mast,  the  oflicers  and  men  not  concerncil  in  oiiioint  ami 
the  mutiny  were  ordered  into  the  boat.     This  being  done,  I  was  iMio'iiio^  "^ 
told  by  Christian,   "  Sir,  your  officers  and  men  are  now  in  the  '»""<^''- 
boat,  and  you  must  go  with   them,"  and  with   the  guanl   they 

*  A  brief  account  is  here  ji'iven  of  the  seizure  of  the  Hoiinty  liy  mutineers,  nnil  I  he  boat, 
voja.ife  from  Tofoa  to  Timor.  Captain  BH^h  sent  a  fuller  aorount  Inmi  Italavia,  l.'itli 
October,  1789,  bujfinninir  with  the  arrival  of  the  liounty  at  the  (.'ape  of  i;o<mI  Hope  on  lliu 
outward  voyaj^e,  24th  May,  178S.  Post,  pp.  093-704.  The  lu'count  forwanled  by  Hlij^h  to 
Sir  .Joseph  Bunks  was  encloseii  in  a  letter  dated  Hatavia,  l^tli  (IcIoIkt.  It  cxphuuii  the 
mission  upon  which  the  Bountj'  was  sent,  ^ives  an  ae<'ount  of  the  voyot'e  from  the 
beginning,  and  describes  the  mutiny  and  the  subseijuent  adventures  of  Captain  Uligh  and 
the  loyal  portion  of  the  crew.     Ante,  pp.  208-27S. 
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carried  me  accross  the  deck,  witli  the  bayonets  presented  on 
every  side.  AVhen  attempting  to  make  another  effort,  one  villain 
said  to  the  other,  "Blow  his  brains  out."  I  was  at  last  forced 
into  the  boat,  and  we  were  then  veered  astern,  in  all  nineteen 
souls. 

I  was  at  this  time  10  leagues  to  the  S.W.  of  Tofoa,  the  N.W. 
most  of  the  Friendly  Islands,  having  left  Otaheite  the  4th  April, 
with  1,015  fine  bread-fruit  plants,  and  many  fruit  kinds,  in  all 
774  pots,  39  tubs,  and  24  boxes.  These  plants  were  now  in  a 
very  flourishing  order,  I  anchored  at  Annamocha,  24th  April, 
and  left  it  on  the  26th. 

The  boatswain  and  carpenter,  Avith  some  others  while  the  boat 
was  alongside,  collected  several  necessary  things  and  water,  and 
with  some  difficulty  a  compass  and  quadrant  was  got ;  but  arms 
of  no  kind,  or  any  maps  or  drawings,  of  which  I  had  many  very 
valuable  ones. 

The  boat  was  very  deep  and  much  lumber'd,  and  in  this  con- 
dition we  were  cast  adrift,  with  about  28  gallons  of  water,  150 
lbs.  of  bread,  30  lbs.  pork,  G  quarts  rum,  and  G  bottles  of  wine. 

The  day  was  calm,  attended  with  light  breezes,  and  I  got  to 
Tofoa  by  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  but  found  no  place  to  land, 
the  shore  being  so  steep  and  rocky.  On  the  30th  I  found  landing 
in  a  cove  on  the  N.W.  part  of  the  island,  and  here  I  remained  in 
search  of  supplies  untill  2nd  May,  when  the  natives  discovering 
we  had  no  firearms  they  made  an  attack  on  us  with  clubs  and 
stones,  in  the  course  of  which  I  had  the  misfortune  to  loose  a 
very  worthy  man,  Jno.  Norton,  quarter-master,  and  most  of  us 
hurt  more  or  less.  Our  getting  into  our  boat  was  no  security,  for 
they  followed  us  in  cannoes  loaded  with  stones,  which  they  threw 
with  much  force  and  exactness.  Happily  night  saved  the  rest 
of  us. 

I  had  determined  to  go  to  Amsterdam  in  search  of  Paulehow, 
the  king  ;  but  taking  this  transaction  as  a  real  sample  of  their 
natural  dispositions,  there  was  little  hope  to  exjject  much  from 
them  ;  for  I  considered  their  good  behaviour  hitherto  owing  to  a 
dread  of  our  firearms,  which  now  knowing  us  to  have  none  would 
not  be  the  case,  and  that  supposing  our  lives  were  in  safety  our 
boat  and  every  thing  would  be  taken  from  us,  and  thereby  I 
should  never  be  able  to  retui-n.  I  was  also  earnestly  soUicited  by 
all  hands  to  take  them  towards  home,  and  when  I  told  them  no 
hopes  of  releif  remained  for  us  but  what  I  might  find  at  New 
Holland,  untill  I  came  to  Timor,  a  distance  of  1,200  leagues,  they 
all  agreed  to  live  on  one  ounce  of  bread  a  day  and  a  jill  of  water. 
I,  thei'efore,  after  recommending  this  promise  for  ever  to  their 
memory,  bore  away  for  New  Holland  and  Timor,  across  a  sea 
but  little  known,  and  in  a  small  boat,  deep  loaded  with  IS  souls, 


I 


without  a 


single 


map   of  any  kind,   and 


nothing 


but 


my 


own 
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veccollection  and  general  knowledge  of  the  situation  <if  places  to 
direct  us.  Unfortunately  we  lost  part  of  our  provisions.  Our 
stock,  therefore,  only  consisted  of  L'O  lbs.  of  pork,  .'5  bottles  of 
^\  ine,  2  quarts  of  rum,  150  lbs.  bread,  and  2S  gallons  of  water. 

I  steer'd  to  the  W.N.W.,  with  strong  gales  and  bad  weather, 
sutif  ring  every  calamity  and  distress,  i  discover'd  many  islands, 
.ind  at  last  on  the  28th  May  the  coast  of  New  llulland,  and 
entered  a  break  of  the  reef  in  latitude  about  12'  50'  So,  and 
longVl  145"  00'  E't. 

I  kept  on  ill  the  direction  of  this  coast  to  the  nortliw'il,  touch- 
ing at  such  places  as  I  found  convenient,  refreshing  my  people  by 
the  best  means  in  my  power.  These  refreshments  consisted  of 
oysters  and  a  few  clams  ;  we  were,  however,  greatly  benetited  by 
tliem  and  a  few  good  nights'  rest.  On  the  4lli  of  June  1  past  the 
north  part  of  New  Holland,  and  steerd  for  Timor,  and  made  it  on 
the  12th,  which  was  a  happy  sight  to  every  one,  particularly 
several  who  perhaps  could  not  have  existed  a  week  or  a  ilay 
longer. 

I  followed  the  direction  of  the  So.  side  of  the  island,  and  on  the 
1  4tli  in  the  afternoon  saw  the  island  Kotty  and  west  pai-t  of  Timor, 
round  which  I  got  that  night  and  took  a  Malay  un  board  to  shew 
me  Coupang,  where  he  described  to  me  the  Governor  resided. 
On  the  next  morning  before  day  I  anchoi'ed  under  thci  Fj)rt,  and 
-•ibout  11  o'clock  I  saw  the  Governor,  Avho  received  me  with  great 
humanity  and  kindness.  Necessary  directions  were  instantly 
given  for  our  support,  and  perhaps  a  more  miserable  set  of  beings 
were  never  seen. 

Thus  happily  ended  through  the  assistance  of  Divine  Providence 
without  accident  a  voyage  of  the  most  extraordinary  nature  that 
ever  happen'd  in  the  world,  let  it  be  taken  either  in  its  extent, 
fluration,  or  so  much  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

2'Ae  j)eople  tcho  came  in  the  boat  ivere  : — 


1789 

1.5  An.'. 

I'art  of  till. 

i>rii\  i»iiiii» 
osi. 


Tlic 

,\iisln«r.  Ill 
i-oa.it 


Timor. 


.\t  Koci>aii;,'. 


J  no.  Fryer,  master. 
Wm.  Cole,  boatsn. 
AYm.  Peckover,  gunner. 
Will.  Purcell,  carpenter. 
Thos.     Dr.     Ledward,    acting 


surgeon. 


Wm.     Elphinstone,      master  s 

mate. 
Thos.  Hayward,  midshipman. 
Jno.  Hallett,  midshipman. 
Jno.  Samuel,  clerk. 

No., 


Peter  Linkletter,  (jr.-mr. 
Jno.  Norton,       do.    (killed  at 

Tofoa). 
Geo.  Simpson,     do's  mate. 
Law'ce  Libogue,  .sailiuakcr-. 
R(jbt.  Tinkler,  Ab. 
Jno.  Smith,  Ab. 
Thos.  Hall,  Ab.* 
Jiobert  Lamb,  Ab. 
Davd.   Nelson,  botanist  (since 
dea.l). 
IS. 


All  extra- 

onliiiary 

voyajri'. 


Tlie  l.\vaJ. 


•  Died    at  Batavia.     Post,  |>.  704. 
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The  disloyal, 


Secrecy  of 
the  mutiny. 


Bligh 

purchases  a 
vessel. 


Death  of 
Nelson,  the 
botanist. 


Orders  to 
detain  the 
Bounty. 


Departure 
for  Batavia. 


Kindness  of 
the  Dutch 
officials. 


Fletcher 

mate. 
Geo.  Stewart,  acting  do. 
Peter  Heywood,  midship'n. 
Edwd.  Young,  do. 

Clias.  Churchill,  corporal. 
James  Morrison,  boat'n  mate. 
Jno.  Mills,  gunn's         do. 
Chas.  Norman,  carp's 

mate. 
Thos.  M'Intosh,   do. 

crew. 
Josh.         Coleman, 

armourer. 
Thos.  Burkitt,  Ab. 


were  de- 
tained 

against 
their 
con- 
sent. 


Tlie  peojjle  icho  remained  in  the  ship  were : — 

Christian,     master's     Jno.  Sumner,  Ab. 

Jno.  Williams,  Ab. 
Matw.  Thompson,  Ab. 
Thos.  Ellison,  Ab. 
Wm.  Mickoy,  Ab. 
Jno.  Millward,  Ab. 
Richd.  Skinner,  Ab. 
Mattw.  Quintal,  Ab. 
Mich'l  Byrne,  Ab. 
Hen'y  Hilbrant,  Ab. 
Isaac  Martin,  Ab. 
Alex'r  Smith,  Ab. 
Wm.  Muspratt,  Ab. 
Wm.  Brown,  botanist's  assist- 
ant. 
No.,  25. 

The  secrecy  of  this  mutiny  was  beyond  all  conception,  so  that 
I  cannot  discover  that  any  who  were  with  me  had  the  least 
knowledge  of  it,  and  the  comparative  lists  will  shew  the  strength 
of  the  pirates. 

I  found  three  vessels  here  bound  for  Batavia,  but  as  their  sail- 
ing would  be  late,  I  considered  it  to  the  advantage  of  his  Majesty's 
service  to  purchase  a  vessel  to  take  my  people  to  Batavia  before 
the  sailing  of  the  Heet  for  Europe  in  October  ;  as  no  one  could  be 
hired  but  at  a  price  equal  to  a  purchase,  I  therefore  gave  publick 
notice  of  my  intent,  and  assisted  by  the  Governor  I  got  a  vessel 
for  1,000  Rix  dollars  and  called  her  tlie  Resource. 

We  have  not  yet  our  health  perfectly  established.  Four  of  my 
people  are  still  ill,  and  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  loose  Mr. 
Nelson,  the  botanist,  whose  good  conduct  in  the  course  of  the 
whole  voyage,  and  manly  fortitude  in  our  late  disastrous  circum- 
stances, deserves  this  tribute  to  his  memory. 

I  have  given  a  summary  account  of  my  proceedings  to  tlie 
Governor,  and  have  requested  in  his  Majesty's  name  that  neces- 
sary orders  and  directions  may  be  given  to  their  different  settle- 
ments to  detain  the  ship  wherever  she  may  be  found. 

There  is  but  little  chance  that  their  Lordships  can  receive  this 
before  I  arrive  myself.  I  therefore  have  not  been  as  particular 
as  I  shall  be  in  my  letters  from  Batavia.  I  shall  sail  in  the  morn- 
ing without  fail,  and  use  my  utmost  exertions  to  appear  before 
their  lordships  and  answer  personally  for  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's 
ship. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  the  greatest  kindness 
and  attention  has  been  shewen  to  us  while  here  by  the  Second 
Governor,  Timotheus  Wanjon,  whose  zeal  to  render  services  to  his 
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Majesty's  subjects  has  been  unremitting  during  the  sickness  of  tlie       17W 
<  Governor,  ^^■illiln  Adriaan  Van  Este,  who  now  is  at  the  point  of     isAui-. 
tleath. 

The  surgeon  of  the  fort,  a  Mr.  Max,  has  also  been  ever  atten- 
tive to  my  sick  people,  and  has  daily  and  hourly  attended  them 
with  great  care.  1  l.aVe.  S:c., 

W.M.  Bligu. 

Captain-  Bligu  to  Secretary  Stephens. 

i^ir,  Batavia,  Octr.  15th,  1789.  15  Oct. 

I  beg  you  will  present  the  enclos'd  account  of  my  trans- 
actions and  of  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Bounty  under  my  i^softhe 
command  unto  the  Lords  Commissioners  of    tlic  Admindty,   by  Homny. 
which  their  Lordships  will  please  to  obser\  e   1  have  begun  the 
account  from  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
after  my  return  from  Cape  Horn. 

I  left  at  Timor,  to  be  sent  by  the  first  vessel  that  sailed,  other 
accounts  for  their  Lordships'  inspection.  I  have,  itc, 

"\Vm.  Bligii. 
[Enclosure.  ] 

I  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  2-4th  ^lay,  1788,  Arrival  at 
from  whence  I  fully  acquainted  their  Lordships  of  my  proceedings,  *'"*-•  <-'ap«--. 
and  being  completely  victualled  and  refitted  I  sailed  on  the   1st 
-luly. 

On  the  20th  August  I  arrived  at  Van  Diemen's  Land,  and  com-  van 
pleted  wooding  and  watering  in  Adventure  Bay  by  the  4th  Septr.,  {^'jX"" 
when  I  sailed  for  Otalieite. 

On  the  19th  September,  having  pass'd  the  south  part  of  New  >-cw 
Zealand,   I  discovered  a  very  dangerous  cluster  of  rocky  islots  Zealand, 
(never  known  before).     They  extend  3^  miles  east  and  west,  and 
II  north  and  So.,  and  lie  from  the  Traps  (off  the  south  end  of  New 
:i^ealand)  S.  89°  E.,  distance  146  leagues.     Their  latd.   is  47'   44' 
So.,  and  longitude  179"  09'  Et. 

On  the  26th  October  I  anchored  in  Matavai  Bay,  Otaheite,  but  otalu-Uc. 
the  season  of  the  year  render'd  my  situation  not  safe,  and  1  there- 
fore sailed  on  the  2.')th  December  into  Toahroah  Harbuur,  ."?  miles  Thr  ii.mn:y 
from  Matavai.     I  remained  here  untill  the  fourth  of  Ajiril,  17S1»,  i.r.adiruii 
when  I  sailed  with  1,015  beautyfuU  l;read-fruit  plants,  and  many  >''"'"*• 
fruit  kind,  in  all  774  pots,  39  tuks,  and  24  boxes. 

I  found  this  harbour  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  17^  31  A'  So.,  and 
longitude  210'  31'  37"  east,  variation  of  compass  y  31'  E. 

I  left  these  happy  islanders  in  much  distress,  for  tli.'  utmost  The 
affection,  regard,  and  good  fellow.shij)  was  among  us  during  my  '*l^^'^^ 
stay.      The   king  and  all  the  royal  family  wen-  always  with  mi-, 
and   tlieir    good    sense   and    observations,  joined   with    the    nlost 
<?ngaging  dispo-sitions  in  the  world,  will  ever  make  them  beloved 
by  all  who  become  actjuainted  with  them  as  friends. 


em 
listrviBvil. 
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seized  and 
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hoisted  out. 
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threatened 
Willi  death. 


On  the  12th  April  I  discovered  an  island  called  Whytootackee, 
whose  chief  was  named  Comackeiah,  as  I  was  informed  by  people 
who  came  off  to  us  in  a  cainioe.  Their  language  seemed  to  prove 
them  nearly  the  same  people  as  at  Otaheite.  The  island  is  about 
10  miles  round,  in  latitude  18°  52'  So.  It  has  eight  small  keys* 
lying  joined  by  a  reef  to  the  S.S.E.  of  it  and  one  to  the  W.S.W. 
The  southermost  key  lies  in  latitude  18°  58'  So.,  and  longitude 
obsd.  200°  19'  Et.,  varian.  compss.  8°  14'  E.  On  the  18th  April 
1  saw  Savage  Island  in  19°  02'  So.,  190°  18'  east. 

On  the  21st  April  I  made  the  Friendly  Islands,  and  on  the  23rd 
following  I  anchored  in  Annamoka  Road.  On  the  26th  April, 
having  completed  my  water  and  got  on  board  some  wood,  1  sailed. 
Annamoka  lies  in  20°  16'  So.,  185°  30'  east. 

On  the  28th  April,  in  the  morning,  the  north-westernmost  of 
the  Friendly  Islands,  called  Tofoa,  bore  N.E.  10  leagues,  and  I 
had  directed  my  course  to  the  W.N.W.,  with  a  ship  in  most  per- 
fect order,  and  all  my  plants  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  all 
my  men  and  officers  in  good  health,  and  in  short  every  thing  to 
flatter  and  insure  ray  most  sanguine  expectations.  But  I  am  now 
to  relate  one  of  the  most  atrocious  and  consummate  acts  of  piracy 
ever  committed. 

At  dawn  of  day,  Fletcher  Christian  (officer  of  the  watch),  Chas. 
Churchill  (ship's  corporal),  Thos.  Burkett  (seaman),  John  Mills 
(gunner's  mate),  came  into  my  cabbin,  and,  while  I  was  asleep, 
seized  me  in  my  bed,  and  tied  my  hands  behind  my  back  with  a 
strong  cord,  and,  with  cutlasses  and  bayonets  fixed  at  my  breast, 
threatned  instant  death  if  I  spoke  or  made  the  least  noise.  I, 
nevertheless,  called  out  so  loud  for  help  that  every  one  heard  me 
and  were  flying  to  my  assistance,  but  all  my  officers,  except  those 
who  were  concerned,  found  themselves  secured  by  armed  centinels. 

I  was  now  haul'd  upon  deck  in  any  shirt,  without  a  rag  else,  and 
my  hands  tyecl  behind  my  back  held  by  Fletcher  Christian,  and  Chas. 
Churchill  w'h  a  bayonet  at  my  breast,  and  two  men,  Alexr.  Smith 
and  Thos.  Burkitt  behind  me,  with  loaded  musquets  cocked  and 
bayonets  fixed.     Under  the  guard  I  was  put  abaft  the  mizenmast. 

The  different  hatchways  were  all  guarded  by  armed  men  in  the 
same  manner,  and  those  who  were  to  be  sent  out  of  the  ship  and 
some  of  the  mutineers  who  could  be  spared  hoisted  the  boat  out. 
Among  these  were  the  boatswain  and  carpenter,  who,  with  some 
others,  got  sails,  twine,  rope,  grapnel,  and  a  small  cask  of  water  into 
the  boat,  about  w'ch  there  were  many  altercations  among  the 
mutinous  crew. 

"When  I  exerted  myself  in  speaking  loud  to  try  if  I  could  rally 
any  with  a  sense  of  duty  in  them,  I  was  saluted  with,  "  Damn  his 

eyes,  the  ;  blow  his  brains  out",  Christian  threatening  me 

with  instant  death  if  I  did  not  hold  my  tongue. 


*  Rocks  forming-  small  islands.    From  Cayos  (Sp.). 
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Being  contiuetl,  and  kept  apart  from  every  one,  Mr.  Sanua-l,*        1789 
with  great  resolution,  exerted  himself  and  secured  to  me  a  tjuad-      isoct. 
rant  and  comp  ss,  some  cloaths,  my  journals,  and  material  ship 
papers  ;  but  all  my  valuable  instruments,  and  a  timepiece  of  Mr.  nii^r|,s 
KendaUs  make  of  great  value,  wiiii  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  1!'"'^'* 
maps,  and  di-awings,  and  money,  with  all  my  remarks  and  observa-  him. 
tions  for  15   years  past,  were  kept  from  me.      He  also  secui-ed 
150  lbs.  of  bread,  which  prove<l  of  more  value  than  every  thing 
besides. 

The  officers  and  men  being  now  drove  into  the  boat  one  by  one, 
I  was  told  by  Christian  :  "Come,  Capt.  Bligli,  your  officers  and  men 
are  now  in  the  boat,  and  you  must  go  witli  them  ;   if  you  attempt 
to  make  the  least  resistance  you  Avill  instantly  Ije  put  to  death." 
I  w^as  then  taken  hold  of,  under  a  guard  of  armed  ruffians,  and  jju^,,,  f„,.^.^^^ 
forced  over  the  gangway  into  the  boat,  which  waited  only  for  me,  inujihc- 
and,  untying  my  hands,  we  were  veered  astern  by  a  rope.     A  few 
pounds  of  pork  were  now  tlu'owu  to  us.     We  were  19  in  number, 
and  some  began  to  sollicit  a  few  of  their  little  valuables  that  were 
left  behind.        I   asked  for  hrearms,  and  even  at  last  sollicited  _,^o  f^^.^^^.,„ 
two,   but  we  received  insolence  and  were  told  we  should  have  aiiowci. 
none.     Four  cutlasses  were,  however,  thrown  into  the  boat,  and 
we  were  cast  adrift  in  a  most  miserable  situation. 

The  size  of  the  boat  was  23  feet  from  stem  to  stern,  and  rowed 
six  oars.  We  were  so  deep  and  lumbered  that  it  was  be.lieved  we 
could  never  reach  the  shore,  and  some  of  them  made  their  jokes  of 
it.  We,  however,  by  seven  o'clock  m  the  evcMiing  got  safe  undei- 
Tofoa,  but  the  shore  being  steep  and  rocky  could  find  no  anchorage  Arrival  ut 
or  landing.  I  therefore  kept  the  boat  under  the  land  all  night,  '^"'<'^- 
paddling  with  two  oars  to  preserve  our  station. 

April  29th. — This  day  was  spent  in  searching  for  a  landing-place, 
and  at  the  N.W.  part  of  the  island,  in  lat'd.  19"  41'  S.,  I  found  a 
small  cove,  where  with  some  difficulty  I  got  a  few  of  my  people 
on  shore  to  look  for  supplies.  The  weather  jiroved  stormy,  whicli  Lookiu-for 
prevented  me  fi'om  going  to  sea,  otherwise  I  should  have  proceeded  »"i'i''"''- 
to  some  of  the  principal  islands  in  <iuest  of  tlie  chiefs.  This 
night  Ave  all  slept  in  the  boat  at  a  grapnell  in  the  cove,  and  shared 
a  few  cocoanutts  for  subsistence,  as  I  determined  not  to  toucli  any 
thing  that  we  had  brought  from  the  ship. 

;30th. — The  weather  continued  so  stormy  that  1  could  not  jiro- 
ceed  to  sea,  I  therefore  went  off  with  a  party  to  see  what  could  bo 
got,  but  in  the  end  we  all  returned  miserably  fatigued,  without  dis- 
covering anvthin''  but  a  little  water  in  Iiole.s,  tiie  whole  of  whii-h  Wuicr 
was  not  sufficient  for  one  day  s  expence.  As  every  om^  was  now 
more  or  less  jaded  and  wanted  sleep,  T  took  about  one-half  on 
shore  for  the  night,  and  in  a  cave  at  the  upper  j.art  of  the  eovo 
they  got  tolerable  good  sleep,  and  those  in  th(;  boat  liaving  more 
room  became  vastly  Ijenefitted  by  it. 

•  Note  in  J/.?. -Clerk. 
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May  1st. — The  weather  continued  so  windy  that  I  conld  not 
proceed  to  sea.  Sent  a  party  away  at  dawn  of  day  to  take  another 
route  in  search  of  supplies.  They  found  out  the  residence  of  the 
natives,  who  brought  us  a  few  bread-fruit,  cocoanutts,  and  a  few 
shells  of  water,  which  I  bought  for  buttons  of  our  jackets.  At 
sundown  they  left  us  with  a  promise  to  bring  larger  supplies  in  the 


muster. 


Spent  the  night  as  before. 

2nd. — The  weather  continued  wind  v.  In  the  morning  the  natives 
came  to  us  with  bread-fruit,  &c.,  as  yesterday,  and  also  two  chiefs, 
Eegyeefou  and  Maccaaccabou.      Soon  after  two  cannoes   came  in 

The  natives  from  a  distant  part  of  the  island,  and  the  natives  were  hourly  en- 
creasing.  The  chiefs  became  acquainted  with  our  situation — that 
the  ship  had  sunk  and  we  only  were  saved,  and  that  I  intended  to 
go  to  Paulehow,  their  king.  This  seemed  to  give  them  pleasure, 
and  Eegyeefou  agreed  as  soon  as  it  moderated  to  go  with  me. 
The  readyness  with  which  this  man  appeared  to  consent  to  go 
with  me  to  Amsterdam  gave  me  reason  to  think  we  should 
remain  on  good  terms  with  these  people,  but  unhappily  I 
had  soon  cause  to  know  the  contrary.  The  natives  began  to 
be  very  troublesome,  and  made  signs  of  hostilities  towards  us. 
I,  however,  thought  they  would  go  oif  at  sundown,  as  they 
had  done  before,  and  that  then  I  could  leave  the  place  with- 
out risk  ;  but  the  reverse  was  the  case.  Three  cannoes  were  now 
come  in,  and  places  lixed  on  for  their  residence  during  the  night. 
1  therefore  determined  to  do  our  best  while  it  was  light,  and 
directed  some  of  the  provisions  I  had  bought  to  be  put  into  the 
boat.  The  chiefs  now  desired  me  to  I'emain  on  shore  for  the  night, 
notwithstanding  they  perceived  that  I  saw  all  their  people  armmg 
with  clubs  and  stones.  The  things  being  put  into  the  boat,  we 
were  all  on  the  go,  when  an  inferior  chief"^"  took  me  by  the  hand, 
pressing  me  to  stay.  I  kept  hold  of  this  man,  and  w'th  my  people 
now  proceeded  down  the  beach  amidst  a  silent  degree  of  horroi-  on 
both  sides.  Nageetee  left  me,  and  all  except  one  man  got  into 
the  boat,  who,  while  I  was  getting  in,  observing  the  stemfast  not 
cast  oif,  ran  up  the  beach  to  effect  it,  notwithstanding  I  heard  the 
master  and  others  calling  to  him  to  return,  while  they  were  hauhng 
me  out  of  the  water.  The  attack  now  began,  with  a  shower  of 
stones  that  flew  like  shot.  The  unfortunate  poor  man  on  shoref 
was  killed  instantly,  and  we  were  all  more  or  less  lu'uized  and 
wounded.     As  I  hauled  out  to  our  grapnel,  I  hoped  they  could 

Pursued  and  no  longer  annoy  us ;  but  here  I  was  mistaken,  for  they  launched 
their  cannoes  and  stoned  us  untill  I  got  a  league  from  the  land. 
"We  could  not  close  with  them,  because  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
men  to  do  it  with  so  heavy  a  boat  ;  they  therefore  took  their 
distance  to  throw  their  shot,  which  they  did  with  such  execution 
that  but  a  shoi't  time  longer  would  have  rendered  us  incapable  of 


They 
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*  2sote  in  IfS.— Xa^eetee. 


t  Quartermaster  Norton . 
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rowing,  when  they  would  first  liave  stoned  us  to  death  and  then        1789 
taken  the  boat.    I  tlierefore,  as  the  only  thing  left  to  save  our  lives,      15  oct. 
exhorted  every  one  to  persevere  in  rowing ;  and  throwing  overhoanl 
some  cloaths  which  beguiled  them  and  they  lost  time  in  taking  up, 
togethei-  with  the  night  coming  on,  we  very  miraculously  (;scaj)ed.'  Es^-ain;. 

Taking  this  us  a  real  sample  of  their  natural  dispositions,  there  No  help 
were  little  hopes  to  expect  much  where  1  was  going,  for  I  con-  [,^11"^"' 
sidered  their  good  behavioui-  hitherto  owing  to  a  dread  of  our  tire  '""  "^" 
arms,  which  now  knowing  us  to  have  none  would  not  be  the  case  ; 
and  that  supposing  our  lives  were  safe,  our  boat,  compass,  and 
quadrant  would  all  be  taken  fj-om  me,  and,  thereby,  I  should  not 
be  able  to  return  to  give  an  account  of  tlie  trans'action.     I  was 
sollicited  by  all  hands  to  take  them  towards  home,  and  when  I  told 
them  no  hopes  of  i-elief  for  us  remained,  but  what  I  might  tind  at 
Xew  Holland,  untill  I  came  to  Timoi',  a  distance  of  1,l'U0  leag's, 
where  was  a  Dutch  Governor,  but  that  I  could  not  recollect  at 
what  part  of  the  island  he  resided,  they  all  agreed  to  live  on  one  shoit 
ounce  of  bread  per  day  and  a  jill  of  water.     I  therefore,  after  ''"""''"'^^• 
examining  our  stock  of  provisions,  which  I  found  to  consist  of 
150  lbs.  bread,  28  galls,  of  water,  20  lbs.   of  poik,  .">  bottles  of 
wine,  and  5  quarts  of  rum,  and  recommending  for  ever  to  their 
memory  the  promise  they  had  made,  bore  away  for  New  Holland, 
and  from  thence  to  Timor,  a  distance  of  1.200  leag's,  across  a  sea  Round  for 
where  the  navigation  is  dangerous  and  but  little  known  ;  and  in  ^""*"^' 
a  small  boat  deep  loaded,  and  with  18  souls,  Mithout  a  single  map, 
and  nothing  but  my  own  recollection  and  general  knowledge  of  the 
situation  of  places,  assisted  by  an  old  book  of  latitude  and  longi- 
tude to  guide  me. 

The  secresv  of  this  mutinv  was  bevond  all  conception,  and  sur-  f^ccreoy  of 
prising  it  IS  tliat  out  or  tiurteen  01  the  party  who  came  with  me, 
and  lived  always  forward  near  the  people  and  among  them,  no  one 
could  discover  some  symptoms  of  their  bad  intentions.  With  such 
deep-plann'd  acts  of  villany,  and  my  mind  free  of  any  suspicions, 
it  is  not  wondei-full  that  I  have  been  got  the  better  of.  I  slept 
always  with  my  cabbin  door  open  foi'  the  otKcer  of  the  watch  to 
have  access  to  me  on  all  occasions,  for  the  jiossiltility  of  such  a 
catastrophe  was  ever  the  faiihest  from  my  thoughts. 

To  assign  the  cause  of  such  a  resolution  we  can  only  imagine  Causoof  the 
from  the  huzzas  of  the  mutineers  that  tliey  haxc  ])r()mist'd  thein- 
.selves  greater  pleasure  and  advantages  at  Otalieite  tlian  tlicy  were 
likely  to  meet  with  in  their  native  country.  To  this  land  of  guile 
they  are  certainly  returned — a  land  where  they  need  not  labour, 
and  where  the  allurements  of  dissipation  ai-e  more  than  e(|ual  to 
anything  that  can  be  ccmceived.  For  ])articulars  J  must  lM>g  leave 
to  refer  their  Lordships  to  my  joui-nal. 

Christian  was  the  otliccr  of  tlic  dcc-k,  and  the  wiiolc  wat<'h  being  Tho  wholo 
concerned,  except  the  two  midshipmen,  who  iia«l  no  suspicions  of  ,.,,'„^.i,,„cj. 
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what  their  officer  was  about,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  buziiies.s 
was  speedily  done,  all  the  able  men  being  concerned,  as  also  the 
greatest  number,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  description  list.* 
The  people  who  accompanied  me  were  : — 

[Here  follow  lists  previously  ti'anscribed.]! 

1789,  May  3rd. — To  return  to  my  proceedings  in  the  boat. 
I  steered  to  the  W.N.W.,  as  I  formerly  had  heard  from  the  Friendly 
Island  people  that  land  lay  in  that  quarter.  The  weather  con- 
tinued very  stormy  and  the  sea  run  so  very  high  that  we  had  reason 
to  expect  to  founder  every  instant.  Unhappily  we  were  obliged 
to  throw  many  of  our  necessaries  over  board  to  lighten  the  boat, 
and  we  underwent  great  fatigue  in  bailing,  and  were  miserably 
cold  and  wet  in  the  nights. 

May  -ith. — On  this  day  I  discovered  an  island  W.S.AV.,  4  or  5 
leagues  from  me  when  I  was  in  lafd  18°  58'  S.  182°  16'  E"t. 

6  th. — On  to-day  I  discovered  ten  other  islands,  and  at  noon 
was  in  the  lat'd  17°  53'  So.,  179°  43'  E't. 

7th. — This  day  I  discovered  other  islands,  and  at  noon  was 
in  lat'd  16°  33'  So.,  178°  34'  E't,  when  I  was  chased  by  two  large 
cannoos.  Storms  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain  ;  caught  6  gallons 
of  water. 

9th. — Fair  w'r  ;  kept  steering  to  the  W.N.W.  and  west. 

10th. — Very  heavy  rains  ;  hard  gales  and  a  high  sea  unto  the 
14th,  constantly  bailing,  and  suffering  every  degree  of  distress. 

14th. — Discovered  5  islands,  and  was  at  noon  in  13°  29'  So., 
169°  21'. 

loth. — Discovered  an  island,  latd.,  noon,  13°  4'  S.,  167^  35' 
East.  Hard  gales  and  a  high  sea  with  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain,  and  very  dark  dismal  nights,  not  a  star  to  be  seen  to  steer 
by.  Keeping  the  boat  before  the  sea,  constantly  wet  and  suffering 
every  calamity  and  distress. 

May  21st. — Most  dreadfull  weather,  and  the  rain  fell  so  heavy 
that  we  could  scarce  keep  the  boat  from  filling. 

24th. — To  the  24th  the  weather  and  sea  continued  very  bad. 
"VVe  now  dreaded  the  nights,  for  we  were  all  benumbed  with  cold, 
being  constantly  wet.  To  act  against  the  evils  attending  such 
a  situation,  I  could  only  order  every  one  when  our  cloaths  became 
filled  with  water  to  strip  naked  and  wring  them,  and  when  only 
wet  by  the  i-ain  to  dip  them  first  in  the  sea,  so  that  this  v,as  the 
only  resource  we  had  for  dry  cloaths. 

28th. — To  the  28th  the  weather  became  better,  when  at  mid- 
night I  fell  in  with  the  reefs  of  New  Holland,  the  sea  broke 
dreadfully  high  ;  I  stood  off  shore  for  the  night ;  at  daw^n  of  day 
stood  in  for  the  reefs  again  to  search  for  a  passage  within  it.  At 
9  in  tlie  morning  I  saw  the  reef  again,  and  soon  after  standing 
along  it  to  the  northward,  I  discovered  an  opening  which  I  safely 
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entered,  and  li.ippily  o;ut  into  smooth  water.      Lat'd  of  the  chann<'I        1789 
1:^'  ")0'  S.,  Hy  Of^'  E't.      At  I  past  5  in  the  afternoon  I  ^'otintoa      i:-ti.:. 
bay  on  an  ishxnd  about  |  of  a  mile  from  tlie  main,  and  lindin<^  it  i„Hi,i7u,e 
uninhabited,  I  determined  on  searcliing  for  supplies.     Night  pre-  ri<.f. 
vented  us  from  doing  more  than  gathering  a  few  oysters  wliich  we 
found  on  a  bed  of  rocks  near  the  boat  ;  it  was,  however,  a  meat 
rehef  to  us.     As  our  boat  was  only  large  enough  to  admit  one- 
half  of  us  to  rest  at  a  time,  I  directed  that  one  party  should  sleep  su-cpiii;.'  on 
<  )n  sliore,  so  that  every  one  Avas  to  be  ready  to  go  in  search  of  «''"f«^- 
supplies  at  dawn  of  day. 

May  29. — After  a  quiet  and  undisturbed  night's  re.st  we  began 
to  employ  ourselves  about  what  was  to  be  done,  and  in  an  half 
hour  1  heard  the  joyfull  tydings  that  fine  fresh  water  was  found.  Waurand 
Oysters  were  plenty,  but  it  was  with  much  difficulty  we  could  ">'*'*"'■ 
break  them  from  the  rocks.  However,  a  sufficient  (juantity  was 
got  to  give  us  a  good  meal.  I  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  a 
tire,  but  at  last  effected  it  by  a  small  magnifying  glass. 

I  found  no  other  supply  to  be  expected  here,  except  a  few 
berries  which  w^ere  eat  by  the  birds,  and,  therefore,  every  person 
had  ventured  to  take  as  many  as  their  stomachs  would  bear. 

Weakness,  with  a  dizzyness  in  the  head,  and  an  extreme  tenes-  Sickness, 
mus,  were  our  only  complaints. 

We  discovered  signs  of  the  natives  having  been  here,  but  the 
marks  did  not  appear  to  be  very  recent.  I  was  therefore  not 
apprehensive,  and  permitted  one-half  of  ixs  to  sleep  on  shore  at 
night,  as  I  had  done  before. 

30th. — In  the  morning  I  found  every  one  vastly  benefitted  by 
their  being  here.     I  sent  the  parties  out  to  gather  oysters,  and  Pii'i»ntig 
others  filled  our  water-casks  and  got  the  boat  ready  for  sea.     Mr.       *^ 
Nelson  found  some  fern  root  that  I  thought  wholesome  and  very 
condusive  to  prevent  thirst.     For  that  reason  I  ordered  a  (juantity 
of  it  into  the  boat. 

Birds  could  have  been   easily  got  here  if  I  had  had  arms.     On 
that  account  every  one  we  saw  recalled  to  us  our  miserable  situa- 
tion ;   but  Providence  has  been  graciously  kind   to   us,   for   we 
frequently  caught   with  our  hands  sea  fowl,  which   made  great  ^^^^;^^ 
addition  to  our  dinner  of  bread.      As  a  supply  of   water  tin-  rain 
was  a  great  blessing  to   us,  but  I  had  not  vessels   to  contain  a 
sufficient  quantity.     It  therefore  haj)pened  that  two  gills,  or  a  tik- 
half  i)uit  of  water,  was  what  each  person  received  ni  tlie  course  ot  ^^ur. 
the  day,  issued  at  «  in  the  morning,  at  noon,  and  at  sunset,  witli 
.jV  of  a  lb.  of  bread  at  breakfast  and  the  same  at  dinner,  some- 
times giving  an  allowance  for  sujipf'r. 

I  found  the  lafd.  of  this  place  12"  39'  S.,  14r  44'.  TIm-  main 
appeared  with  a  variety  of  high  and  low  land  intcrsi)ersed  with 
wood,  and  the  more  interior  parts  mountainous.  I  called  it 
llestoration  Isl'd. 
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31. — At  4  in  the  afternoon,  after  having  performed  prayers,  1 
sailed.  About  20  natives  came  down  on  the  opposite  shore, 
armed  with  spears.  They  were  black,  and  waved  to  us  to  come 
to  them. 

I  steered  along  sliore  to  the  N.N.W.  and  IST.W.  b.  ISI".  in  tlie 
direction  of  the  coast.  Saw  several  islands,  and  at  8  in  the 
morning  passed  through  a  cluster,  and  saw"  more  natives  armed  in 
the  same  manner,  and  made  tiie  same  signs  as  those  I  had  seen 
before.     I,  however,  did  not  land. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  is  totally  changed,  being  very 
low,  and  mostly  sand  hills. 

Landed  on  an  island,  and  gathered  (shell  fish)  oysters  and  a 
few  clams,  found  fine  rain  water  in  a  hollow  of  rocks,  which 
again  enabled  us  to  fill  up  our  sea  store.  From  the  heights  of 
this  island  I  saw  a  small  key  to  the  N.W.  b.  N.  As  my  situation 
was  too  near  the  main,  having  discovei*ed  at  this  place  the  natives 
to  have  large  cannoes,  I  again  prepared  to  sail,  so  as  to  reach  the 
key  before  night.  At  noon  dined  on  ovsters  and  clams,  and 
found  the  latit'd.  of  the  isl'd  IT  58'  S.,  loiig'd.,  144°  29'  E. 

June  1st. — This  evening  I  landed,  and  spent  the  night  at  the 
key  above  mentioned.  Got  a  few  clams.  Some  of  my  people 
were  taken  ill  with  vomitings  and  dizzyness  in  tlieir  heads, 
besides  a  most  dreadfull  tenesmus  afilicted  those  who  had  not 
been  to  stool  since  they  left  the  ship,  and  others  since  they  left 
Tofoa. 

At  noon  I  found  the  latitude  of  this  key  11°  47'  So.,  long'd.  144° 
24'  Et, 

June  2nd. — This  afternoon  it  came  on  a  strong  gale,  and  my 
people  being  still  ill  I  prefered  giving  them  a  good  night's  rest  to 
going  to  sea.  At  dawn  of  day  I  found  them  much  better.  Sailed. 
Passed  several  isl'ds.  The  coast  sandy  and  barren.  At  noon 
lat'd.  11°  18'  So.,  144°  20'  Et. 

June  3rd. — At  night  I  again  stopt  on  an  island,  the  lat'd.  of 
which  is  10°  52'  So.," long'd.  144°  03'  Et.,  and  at  dawn  of  day  I 
again  sailed  and  followed  the  direction  of  the  coast  to  the  N.W. 
Saw  many  islands.  At  noon  I  was  in  the  lat'd.  10°  31'  So.,  long'd. 
143°  43'  Et.  I  now  found  I  had  passed  the  north  part  of  New 
Holland.     Land  woody. 

4th. — At  5  o'clock  this  evening  I  left  New  Holland  and  steered 
for  Timor,  the  exact  lat'd.  of  which  I  was  not  certain  of,  but  I 
determined  to  steer  for  it  in  the  lat'd.  of  about  9°  30'  So. 

]  2. — At  3  o'clock  this  morning,  to  the  great  joy  of  every  per- 
son, we  discovered  Timor  bearing  W.N.W.  At  daylight  I  found 
I  was  on  the  S.E.  part  of  it,  and  therefore  determined  to  run  down 
on  the  south  side,  and  to  lay  to  at  niglit  lest  I.  might  pass  any 
settlement,  for  I  w'as  not  certain  where  the  Dutch  Governor 
resided. 
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14tli. — This   afternoon,  after   liavinc;  passod   thnmgli  a  lioavy        1789 
breaking  sea  and  shoal  watei-.  I  discovered  an  openuiLT,  into  which      ij(jct. 
I  sailed  and  anchored   at   '.^   o'clock.     Since  found  to  be  a  bay  on 
the  west  part  of  Timor,  opposite  to  Pulo  8amon,   in  tlie  south 
enti'ance.     The  island  Kotty  being  in  sight  to  the  8.W.  b.  S.    Saw 
some  Malays.      Sent  two  men  after  them,  who  brought  several 
^Malays  to  me,  one  of  whom  agreed  to  show  me  Coupang  and  con-  Arrival  at 
duct  me  to  the  Governor.     This  being  settled,  we  sailed  and  rowed  '^'^^i^''^-'- 
along  the  east  shore,  and  in  the  morning,  a  little  before  day,  I 
anchored  off  the  town  and  waited  for  leave  to  come  on  shore. 

At  daybreak  I  was  desired  by  a  soldier  to  land,  and  I  was  con-  Kindness  <,f 
ducted  to  a  gentleman's  house,  a  Capt'n  Spikerman,  who  upon  my  ""•"  i'*^'!'^-- 
application  requested  I  would  order  all  my  people  up  to  his  hou.se 
that  they  might  receive  some  nourishment.  The  town  surgeon 
was  sent  for  (Mr.  Max),  who  gave  us  every  kind  assistance  in 
dressing  our  sores,  and  all  who  saw  us  were  ready  to  contribute  to 
the  relief  of  such  poor  distressed  creatures,  one-half  of  whom  could 
not  have  lived  a  week  longer,  and  perlia])s  not  a  few  days. 

The  Governor  from  extreme  ill-lieakii  was  not  able  to  see  me  The 
just  at  this  time,  but  he  became  anxious,  and  I  had  it  in  my  "o^'^^™°'''"- 
power  to  see  him  by  eleven  o'clock.     He  received  me  in  a  most 
affectionate    and    peculiar    manner  of  kindness.        Orders    were 
instantly  given  for  our  accounnodation,  and  I  had  full  power  to 
see  my  people  taken  care  of. 

Thus  ended  happily,  through  the  assistance  of  DiAine   Provi- 
dence,   without   accident,   a   voyage  of   the  most   Pxt'"-i">'^'.i"=V"y  onihmrT' 
nature  that  ever  happened  in  the  world,  let  it  be  taken  in  its  voyai,'c. 
extent,  duration,  and  so  much  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

For  any  one  to  conceive  the  picture  of  such  poor  miserable  Miserable 
beings  as  we  were,  let  him  fancy  that  in  his  house  he  is  in  the  *""'-'*• 
moment  of  giving  relief  to  18  men,  wdiose  ghastly  countenances 
(but  from  the  known  cause)  would  be  efjually  liable  to  aHright 
as  demand  pity  ;  let  him  view  their  liml)s  full  of  sores  and  their 
bodies  nothing  but  skin  and  bones  habited  in  rags  ;  and  at  last 
let  him  conceive  he  sees  the  tears  of  joy  and  gratitude  ilownig 
o'er  their  cheeks  at  their  Ijenefactor.  Witii  what  a  ini.xture  of 
horror,  surprise,  and  pity  will  his  mind  be  then  agitated.  So  felt 
the  people  of  Timor  on  giving  us  relief. 

The  Governor's*  ill  health   occasioned   my  transactions  to  be 
with  a  Mr.  Timotheus  Wanjon,  the  second  in  power  at  this  place. 
Of    him   I  was  supplied  w'th    whatever  I    was    in    want.      The  au  ««.u^^ 
surgeon,    Mr.    Max,    attended   daily  our   sick,   ..ur  own   surgeon 
being    incapable,    and    in    a    short     time    our    health    began    to 

improve.  .,  ^.       ,>  ^      •    ..   ,• 

I  found  in  the  road  three  vessels  that  were  to  sad  tor  batavui   -^^^ 
about  the  latter  i)art  of  September,  but  then-  loading  l)ecan.e  .so  „.,,.i, 
unexpectedly    tedious   that    it    amounted   to   a   certainty,    if    1 

*yotc  in  J/5.— Will.  AUrioan  Van  E»tc. 
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remained  to  go  with  them,  I  should  be  too  late  at  Batavia  to  sail 
for  Europe  in  the  October  fleet,  in  which  case  I  must  remain 
there  untill  January  in  the  most  unhealthy  time  of  the  year  to 
get  a  passage  in  some  of  our  China  ships.  1  therefore  determined 
to  hire  or  purchase  a  vessel  to  take  us  away,  and  gave  puljlick 
notice  of  my  intention.  Several  ofiers  were  made  to  me,  the 
lowest  of  whicli  was  tliat  they  stated  tlie  voyage  to  them  to  be 
equal  to  seven  months,  and  therefore  their  price  was  850  dollars, 
because  they  could  not  return  before  the  west  monsoon  set  in. 
As  tliis  was  the  case,  I  considered  a  purchase  to  be  vastly 
preferable,  and  on  the  1st  July  I  bought  a  vessel  for  1,000  rix 
dollars,  and  called  her  the  Resource. 

I  now  presented  a  short  account  of  my  voyage  to  the  Governor, 
Mr.  Van  Este,  Avith  a  description  list  of  the  pirates,  and  re- 
quested, in  his  Majesty's  name,  that  orders  might  be  given  to  all 
their  settlements  to  take  them  if  they  appeared.  I  also  made 
application  for  certain  sums  of  money,  or  for  the  Governor  to 
take  upon  him  to  pay  my  accounts,  for  which  I  would  give  bills 
on  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Navy  and  A^ictualling  ;  but 
a  great  demur  now  took  place.  However,  Mr.  Wanjon,*  at  last 
took  it  upon  himself  and  paid  or  advanced  the  money  out  of  his 
private  fortune,  which  the  Governor  did  not  like  to  advance  on 
the  East  India  Company's  account. 

On  the  20th  July. — This  day  died  of  an  inflamatory  fever 
Mr.  David  Nelson,  f  He  had  just  recovered  strength  sufficient  to 
go  about  the  country,  \\  lien,  by  laying  aside  some  warm  cloa thing- 
he  had  worn  for  a  considerable  time,  he  caught  a  severe  cold. 

As  a  tribute  justly  due  to  him,  I  have  to  say  he  was  ever  dili- 
gent in  his  busyness,  and  it  always  was  his  desire  to  forward  my 
directions  for  the  good  of  the  service  we  were  on.  He  was  also 
equally  serviceable  and  spirited  in  my  voyage  here,  in  thp  course 
of  which  he  always  gave  me  pleasure  by  conducting  himself  with 
resolution  and  obedience  to  my  orders.     I  regret  his  loss  ^'ery  much. 

On  the  19tli  August  I  was  ready  for  sea,  and  having  finished 
all  my  busyness  and  informed  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  of  my  proceedings,  I  waited  only  for  the  tide  to  get  out 
of  the  river. 

On  the  20th  I  sailed.  I  left  the  Governor,  Mr.  Van  Este,  at 
the  point  of  death. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  the  greatest  kindness 
and  attention  has  been  shown  to  i;s  while  here  by  Mr.  Timotheus 
Wanjon,  who  seconded  eveiy  friendly  wish  of  the  Governor  with 
real  services,  and  will  ever  deserve  our  gratefull  thanks. 

The  surgeon  of  the  town,  Mr.  Max,  has  also  been  ever  attentive 
to  my  sick  people,  and  has  daily  and  hourly  attented  them  with 
great  care,  for  which  I  could  not  get  him  to  render  me  any  account 
or  other  answer  than  that  he  thought  it  his  duty. 


*  jVofe  in  3fS.— Second  here. 


I  Botanist  to  the  expedition. 
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I  find  the  situation  of  the  Fort  of  Coup.ing  to  l)e  10'  1 2'  S    lon^.l         1789 
127=  09'  Et. ;  by  the  Dutch,  10=  11'  So.,  l^V  51'  Et.  of  (Jreen'ch.        ,,,„,. 

Oil  the  30th  August  I  passed  through  Streights  JNtangaryuo,  on 
the  west  end  of  the  Island  Flores,  4-'  00'  west  of  C'oupang,  latitu.lc 
south  part  Streights  8'  50'  S.,  and  of  the  north  8'  IW  So. 

On  the  7th  Sept'r  passed  the  N.E.  part  of  Java,  and  I  deter-  Javx 
mined  to  touch  at  the  difierent  principal  settlements  of  the  Dutch 
along  tlie  north  side  of  this  island. 

On  the  10th,  after  some  little  difficulty,  I  found  out  the  settle- 
ment of  Passourwang,  and  here  I  received  great  civiHty  and 
refreshment  from  a  Captain  Van  lleyck,  the  Resident,  who  told 
me  lie  could  not  allow  me  to  be  longer  there  than  one  day. 

On  the  12th  I  sailed  for  Sourabya. 

On  tlie    13th   anchored   in    Soural)ya    Roafl.      Received    great  .Souraixava. 
civility   and  refresliment   here   from   J\Ir.    Anthony   Barkay,    the 
Premier  of  this  town,  who,  fearfull  of  my  meeting  with  pirates, 
ordered  me  four  prows  to  see  me  safe  to  Samarang. 

On  the  17th  sailed  from  Souraliya. 

On  the  23rd  anchored  at  Samarang.     Here  I  was  oblijred  to  set  Samaran,' 
a  new  mainmast,  and,   being  refitted,   I  sail'd  on  the  26th  for 
Batavia,  witli  one  prow  in  company  to  defend  us  against  jiiratical 
vessels  which,  it  is  said,  the  coast  is  very  much  infested  with.    At 
this  place  the  Governor  of  Java  resides. 

On  the  2nd  October  I  anchored  in  Batavia  Road,  and. I  landed  ^''''!*''' •" 
about  4  in  the  afternoon.  At  5  the  Governor-General  received 
me  with  much  politeness  and  civility.  I  presented  to  him  an 
account  of  tlie  loss  of  his  Majesty's  sliip,  with  a  description  of 
the  pirates,  and  requested  in  his  INIajesty's  name  that  dii-ections 
might  be  given  to  their  diil'erent  scttleimuits  to  take  them  if  they 
apj^eared.  I  requested  leave  to  sell  his  Majesty's  schooner  that  1  The 
commanded  by  publick  sale  ;  that  I  might  have  my  ])eo|>le  and  J^'^ili'"^ 
officei-s  taken  care  of  while  here  ;  and  that  his  ExceUciuy  would 
flirect  and  give  orders  for  me  to  be  received  on  l)oard  the  first  ship 
that  sailed  for  Europe.  I  received  the  fullest  assui-ances  that 
every  tiling  should  be  done  that  ])Ossibly  could  for  my  accomo- 
<lation,  and  that  my  petition  would  l>e  presented  in  tlie  moniiiig 
to  the  Council.  In  the  morning  my  letpiest  was  granted,  and  i 
ordered  the  vessel  to  come  into  the  rivci-.  I  had  now  one  man  ill 
of  fever  and  flux,  and  two  invalids,  who  I  directcil  to  be  sent  to 
the  country  hospital,  about  4  miles  from  town. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  I  got  through  what  I  had  to  do  for 
those  who  were  with  me,  when  T  was  attacked  with  \  iolciit  fever  anil  Fi-vcr. 
headache,  and  mylif»;  became  in  emminciit  danger.   On  the  7tli  1  was 
removed  out  to  the  Physician-General's  house,  and  the  fever  abated. 

On  the  9th  I  applied  to  the  Go\  r'nior-C^eneial  to  allow  nie  am!  sallinar 
my  peojjle  to  depart  for  Europe  in  the  packet  that  was  to  sail  in  the  ,„i„u.. 
coiirse  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  when  I  was  infoi-med  his  Excellency 
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could  not  send  iis  all  in  one  ship  ;  but  that  as  the  physician  had 
informed  him  of  the  risk  I  run  by  remaining  at  Batavia  being 
very  great,  he  consented  for  me,  with  two  others,  to  have  a  passage, 
altho  it  was  contrary  to  orders  that  the  packet  should  carry  any 
passengers 

The  10th  Octr.  the  schooner  was  put  up  at  publick  sale,  and  sold 
only  for  295  rix  dollars.     Died,  Thos.  Hall. 

On  the  11th  I  was  charged  in  an  account  as  a  tax  for  sale  of 
the  schooner,  but  I  refused  paying  any  tax  ;  it  was  therefore  no 
longer  demanded. 

I  now  found  myself  so  debilitated  that  I  determined  to  sail  in 
the  packet.  My  people  and  officers  were  to  be  put  into  different 
ships.     It  therefore  only  rested  whether  I  was  to  sail  first  or  last. 

The  Sabandai-*  brought  me  word  on  the  12th  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  had  considered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  their  being- 
possessed  of  full  powers  to  detain  the  ship  and  men  belonging  to 
his  Britannick  Majesty  f ;  that  my  officers  and  men  should  be  sworn 
and  examined  as  from  a  requisition  on  my  part.  I  could  have  no 
objection. 

On  the  15th  the  officers  and  men  attended  at  the  Stadt  House 
and  were  examined  and  sworn  to  the  cause  and  loss  of  his  Majesty's 
ship,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  me. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  a  set  of  piratical  people  may  go, 
I  thought  it  proper  to  acquaint  liis  Excellency  Lord  CornwallisJ 
with  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  ship,  and  sent  him  a  desciiption  list 
of  the  pirates. 

I  now  gave  the  master  written  orders  how  to  proceed,  and  left 
with  him  the  amount  of  the  sale  of  the  schooner,  with  orders  to 
give  in  adv^ance  one  month's  pay  to  every  one  except  himself  and 
surgeon  ;  and  to  see  that  such  money  was  laid  out  in  warm  clothing, 
to  pass  the  Cape  with.  Mr.  John  Samuel  (clerk)  and  John^  Smith 
(seaman)  J  directed  to  go  in  the  packet  w'th  me. 

On  the  16th  October  I  embarked  on  board  the  Vlydt  packet, 
Peter  Couvret,  commander,  and  sailed. §  -.t^-..   -Dttptt 

Description  list  of  the  pirates  remain  ing  on  hoard  his  Majesty^ s  armed  vessel 
Bounty,  on  the  2Sth  April,  17S9. 

Fletcher  Christian,  mas'r  mate ;  aged  24  years ;  5  feet  9  inches 
high;  very  dark  complexion;  dark-brown  hair;  strong  made;  a  star 
tatowed  on  his  left  breast ;  backside  tatowed ;  a  little  bow-legged  ; 
he  is  subject  to  a  violent  perspiration  in  his  hands,  so  that  he  soils 
any  thing  he  handles, 

George  Stewart,  mid,;  aged  23  years;  5  feet  7  inches  high;  good 
complexion;  dark  hair;  slender  made;  narrow-chested  and  long- 
neck  ;  on  his  left  breast  is  tatowed  a  star,  and  also  one  on  the  left 

*  Shebander.     Ante,  p.  372.  +  The  Bounty  and  her  piratical  crew. 

I  The  Governor-General  of  India.  §  For  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  en  route  to  England. 
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arm,   on  wliicli  likewise  is  tatowed  a  Iicait  witli   dai'ts ;  tatowi-il 
oil  the  backside ;  very  small  features. 

Peter  Hey  wood,  mid  ;  aged  17  years;  5  feet  7  inches  liij,di:  fair 
complexion  ;  liglit-browii  hair  ;  well  propoi-tioiied  ;  very  mucli 
tatowed,  and  on  the  right  leg  is  tatowed  the  legs  of  Man!  as  the 
impression  of  that  coin  is  ;  at  this  timt^  he  had  not  done  growing 
he  speaks  with  the  Isle  of  Man  accent. 

Edward  Young,  mid.;  aged  22  yeai-s;  5  feet  S  inches  Iiigli;  dark 
complexion,  and  i-atlier  a  ])ad  look;  dai-k-brown  hair;  strong  made; 
has  lost  several  of  liis  fore  teeth,  and  those  that  remain  are  all 
rotten;  a  small  mole  on  the  left  side  of  the  throat,  and  on  the  light 
arm  is  tatowed  a  heart  and  dart  through  it,  Avitli  E.  Y.  underneath, 
and  the  date  of  the  year  1788  or  1789,  we  are  not  sure. 

Charles  Churchill,  ship's  corporal ;  aged  30  years;  5  feet  10  inches 
high;  fair  complexion :  short  light-brown  hair;  bald-headed;  strong 
made  ;  the  fore-tinger  of  his  left  hand  crooked,  and  the  hand  shows 
the  mark  of  a  severe  scald  ;  tatowed  in  several  parts  of  the  body. 

James  Morrison,  boatsw's  mate;  aged  28  years;  5  feet  8  inches 
high;  sallow  complexion;  long  black  liaii-;  slender  made  ;  lost  the 
use  of  the  1st  joint  of  the  fore-finger  of  his  right  hand  ;  tatowed 
with  star  under  his  left  breast,  and  a  garter  round  his  left  leg  with 
the  motto  :  "  Honi  soit  qui  mal  y  pense  ";  has  been  wounded  in 
one  of  his  arms  w'th  a  musquet  ball. 

John  Mills,  gunner's  mate;  aged  40  years;  5  feet  10  inches 
high;  fail-  complexion;  light-brown  hair;  a  strong  raw-boned 
man  ;  a  scar  in  his  right  armpit  occasioned  by  an  abcess. 

John  Millward,  A.B.;  aged  22  years  ;  T)  feet  o  inches  higii  ; 
lirown  complexion  ;  dark  hair;  strong  made  ;  tatowed  under  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  with  a  Taoomy  or  breast-plate  of  Otaheite, 

Matthew  Thompson,  A.B.  ;  aged  40  years  ;  5  feet  8  inches 
high  ;  very  dark  complexion ;  short  black  hair  ;  slender  made ; 
has  lost  the  joint  of  his  great  toe  of  his  right  foot ;  is  tatowed. 

Wm.  Mickoy,  A.B. ;  aged  25  years  ;  ■)  feet  G  inches  high;  fair 
complexion;  light  brown  hair;  strong  made  ;  a  scar  where  he  has 
been  stabbed  in  the  belly;  a  small  scar  under  his  chin ;  is  tatowed. 

Mattliew  Quintal;  aged  21  years;  5  feet  ;")  inches  high;  fail- 
complexion;  light  brown  hair;  strong  made ;  ^■(•I•y  much  tatowed; 
tatowed  on  the  backside  and  other  places. 

Jno.  Sumner;  aged  24  years;  ">  feet  8  inches  liigh  ; 
complexion;  Ijrown  hair;  slender  made;  a  scar  upon  lli< 
cheek,  and  tatowed  in  several  places. 

Thomas  Burkitt ;  aged  26  years ;  5  feet  9  inches  high 
complexion  ;  \-ciy  much  marked  with  small  pox  ;  brown 
well  made,  and  very  much  tatowed. 

Isaac  Martin;  aged  .'.O  years;  .")   feet  11  inciies  liigli  ;  sa 
complexion  ;  short  brown   hair  ;  raw-boned  ;  tatowed  on  liis 
breast  with  a  star. 
2  z 
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1789  Wm.  Muspratt  ;  aged   30  years  :  -5   feet   6  inches  high  ;  dark 

15  Oc-t.  complexion  ;  brown  hair  ;  slender  made  ;  very  strong  black 
beard  ;  scared  under  his  chin  ;  tatowed  in  several  places  of  his 
body. 

Heury  Hilbrant  :  aged  25  years ;  -3  feet  7  inches  high  ;  fair 
complexion  ;  sandy  hair  :  very  strong  made  ;  his  left  arm  shorter 
than  the  right,  having  been  broke  :  is  an  Hanoverian,  and  speaks 
ba<.l  English.     He  is  tatowed  in  several  places. 

Alexander  Smith  :  aged  22  years  ;  5  feet  5  inches  high  ;  brown 
complexion;  brown  hair;  strong  made;  pitted  Avitli  the  small 
pox  ;  very  much  tatowed  ;  scar  on  his  right  foot. 

John  AVilliams  ;  aged  25  years  ;  5  feet  5  inches  high  :  dark 
complexion  ;  black  hair  ;  slendei-  made  :  a  scar  on  the  back  part 
of  his  head  ;  is  a  native  of  Guernsey,  and  speaks  French  ;  is 
tatowed. 

Richd.  Skinner  ;  aged  22  years  ;  5  feet  8  inches  high  ;  fail- 
complexion  ;  light  brown  hair  ;  very  well  made  ;  scars  on  both 
ankles  and  on  his  rio;ht  shin  ;  is  tatowed  :  and  bv  trade  a  hair 
dresser. 

Thos.  Ellison  :  a^ed  17  vears  ;  5  feet  3  inches  liia:h  ;  fair  com- 
plexion  ;  dark  hair  :  strong  made  :  has  got  his  name  tatowed  on 
liis  right  arm,  and  dated  Octr  25th,  1788. 

Wm.  Brown,  botanist  assistant ;  aged  27  years  ;  5  feet  8  inclies 
high  :  fail'  complexion  ;  dark  brown  hair  ;  rather  slender  made  ; 
a  remarkable  scar  on  one  of  his  cheeks,  which  contracts  the  eye  lid 
and  runs  down  to  his  throat,  occasioned  by  the  King's  Evil ;  is 
tatowed. 

JMichL  Byrne  ;  aged  28  years  ;  5  feet  G  inches  high  ;  fair  com- 
plexion, and  is  almost  blind  ;  plays  the  hdle  ;  has  the  mark  of  an 
issue  m  the  back  of  his  neck. 

J  oseph  Coleman,  armourer ;  aged  40  years  ;  5  feet  6  inches 
high  ;  fair  complexion  ;  gxey  hair  ;  strong  made  :  a  heart  tatowed 
on  one  of  his  arms.  This  man  declared  to  me  publickly  A\'hen  I 
"was  in  the  boat  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  transaction,  and 
begged  of  me  to  remember  he  told  me  of  it,  and  that  he  was  kept 
against  his  consent. 

Thos.  M'lntosh,  carpt"s  crew  ;  aged  28  years ;  5  feet  6  inches 
lugh  ;  fair  complexion  ;  light  brown  hair  ;  slender  made  ;  pitted 
by  the  small  pox. 

Charles  Xorman,  cai-p.  mate  ;  aged  26  years  ;  5  feet  9  inches 
high  ;  fair  complexion  ;  light  brown  hair  ;  slender  made  ;  pitted 
by  the  small  pox,  and  has  a  lemarkable  motion  with  his  head  and 
eyes. 

These  two  last,  M'Intosh  and  Xorman,  declared  as  Coleman  had 
done.  Michl.  Byrne,  I  was  told,  had  no  knowledge  of  what  was 
doing. 

Wm.  Bligh. 
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FLAX-PLANTS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  AND 
NORFOLK  ISLAND. 


Ix  his  "Proposal  for  Establishing  a  Settlement  in  New  South 
Wales  "  Mr.  J.  M.  Matra  suggested  that  important  results  might 
l)e  obtained  from  the  cultivation  of  "tlie  New  Zealand  hemp  or  /.laian.r 
llax-plant "  ( Fhormium  Uma.cj,  which  ajipears  to  have  been  well  "=''*^i'''*"t 
known  at  the  time  to  English  manufacturers.*  Having  dwelt  on 
the  fitness  of  the  soil  of  New  South  Wales  for  the  growth  <ii  semi- 
tropical  plants,  Matra  says  : — 

I  must  not  omit  the  mention  of  a  very  important  article,  which  may  ho 
obtained  in  any  quantity,  if  tliis  settlement  be  made  the  proper  use  of, 
which  Avould  be  of  very  considerable  conseijuence,  both  among  the  neces- 
saries and  conveniences  of  life.  I  mean  the  New  Zealand  hemp  or  flax- 
plant,  an  object  equally  of  curiosity  and  utility. 

Tiie  same  idea  was  made  prominent  in  Sir  George  Young's 
'•Plan,"t  and  in  the  "Heads  of  a  Plan?.";  and  in  the  Royal 
Instructions  given  to  Phillip  he  was  enjoined  to  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  llax-plant.!^  Pliillij)  seems  to 
have  thought  that  the  plant  grew  wild  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
was  disappointed  at  not  meeting  with  it,  for  in  his  despatch  from 
Sydney,  dated  loth  May,  17H8,  he  speaks  of  a  sample  of  native  ^.^^^  ^^^^^ 
flax  that  he  is  sending  to  Enghmd,  and  adds  :  '•  iUit  the;  tlax-plant  Waicifj*.\. 
described  by  Captain  Cook  I  have  never  met  with,  noi*  liad  the 
botanists  that  accompanied  Mons.  La  Perouse  found  it  when  T  wiw 
thom,  and  which  was  some  time  after  1  ai-rived.j,"  The  plant 
<lescribed  by  Captain  Cook  is  the  Phonaiiiiti  tena.r,  whicl)  is  not 
indigenous  to  Australia.  It  was  found,  however,  at  Norfolk 
Island  growing  abundantly. •!     In  a  letter  U\  Nepean,  dated  ")th 

*  Ante,  p.  J.  t  Ante,  p.  11.  !  Ante,  p.  H).  S  Antr,  p.  S!i.  Ant»-.  i>.  12f. 

•I  Ac^coi-flinn'  to  the  ISnfanirnl  Mnii(tziiie,t\w  NewZcnliiml  ftii\  ami  tlir  Nurfi'lk  Inliuiil  flux- 
are  identkal."  Cook,  in  his  "Voyage  to  the  South  I'ole,"  vol.  II.  p.  \*x.  nnsn:  "  Wu 
observed  many  trees  and  jjlants  cDinnion  al  .Nf«-  Zealanrl.  and  hi  |iailiiiilar  the  tlux  pJBiil, 
wiiicli  is  rather  more  luxuriant  liere  jNorfolk  Islanrl)  llniii  in  .nu  part  «\  ihat  country.  • 


■08 


HISTORICAL    RECORDS    OF    NEW    SOUTH   WALES. 


Seed 
collected 
with 
difficulty. 


Mr.  C. 

iloore's 

description. 


The  iilant 
lily  or  flax 
lily. 


The  nati\e 
flax. 


Streng-th  of 
fibre. 


Flax-plants 
in  the 
Botanic 
Gardens. 


July,  1788,  Phillip  returns  to  the  subject:  "Every  possible 
attention  will  be  2:)aid  to  the  cultivation  of  the  flax-plant  when 
circumstances  permit,  and  on  our  arrival  in  this  port  it  was 
frequently  met  with  ;  but  when  I  judged  the  seed  to  be  ripe  and 
oi'dered  it  to  be  collected,  very  little  was  found,  and  none  in  those 
places  where  it  had  been  seen  in  any  quantity,  which  I  impute  to 
the  natives  pulling  up  the  plant  when  in  flower  to  make  their 
fishing-lines.*"  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  plant  referred 
to  in  this  letter  is  "  Gymnostacliys  cuicejjs,"  commonly  known  as 
the  native  flax.  Mr.  Charles  Moore,  F.L.S.,  Director  of  the 
Sydney  Botanic  Gardens,  writes  : 

The  only  plant  known  to  me  as  native  flax  is  that  called  botanically 
Gymnodachijs  aiicep-^,  which  belongs  to  the  family  aro*fZe«'.  This  plant  has 
long  flag-like  leaves,  which  are  extremely  tough.  At  one  time  its  leaves 
were  used  by  both  blacks  and  settlers  for  tying  purposes.  When  the  fibres 
of  the  leaves  have  softened  by  being  drawn  over  a  fire  and  twisted  they 
become  as  strong  as  any  flax  rope  of  the  same  size.  It  grows  plentifully  in 
shady  situations  within  the  coast  range.  This  plant  has  no  affinity  what- 
ever to  the  New  Zealand  or  Norfolk  Island  flax. 

Other  native  fibre  plants  have  a  resemljlance  to  flax,  notably 
the  giant  lily,  Doi'ycmthes  eofcelsa,  sometimes  called  the  flax  lily. 
This  plant  grows  freely  in  the  National  Park,  and  it  was  found  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  George  River  a  few  years  after  the  settle- 
ment was  formed  at  Sydney,  but  north  of  that  river  it  is  not  met 
with  until  Gosford  is  reached.  Gymnostaclnjs,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  common  to  all  parts  of  the  coast.  As  stated  by  Phillip,  the 
natives  used  it  in  making  their  fishing-lines,  and  they  employed  it 
for  other  purposes  as  well.  The  fibre  of  the  native  flax  is  stronger 
than  that  of  any  other  Australian  plant.  It  has  been  thoroughly 
tested,  and  Mr.  Moore  states  that  in  one  instance  a  thread  not, 
more  than  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter  sustained  a  weight 
of  60  lb.  Samples  were  sent  by  Mr.  Moore  to  the  London  Exhi- 
bition of  1862,  and  to  other  Exhibitions,  but  the  plant  does  not 
appear  to  have  attracted  much  attention.  Whatever  its  value  may 
be,  it  is  less  suitable  for  manufacturing  purposes  than  the  Phor- 
mium  tenax,  which  occupies  an  important  place  in  the  exports  of 
New  Zealand.  Gymnostachys  is,  moreover,  a  slow-gi-owing  plant, 
and  is  not  so  easily  cultivated  as  the  Phor7nivm  tenax.  Specimens 
of  both  may  be  seen  in  the  Sydney  Botanic  Gardens.  The  native 
flax  is  small  and  poorly  developed,  while  the  New  Zealand  plant 
grows  vigorously,  and  presents  a  handsome  appearance.  The  giant 
lily,  or  flax  lily,  grows  fairly  well  in  the  Gardens.  The  Port  Jackson 
and  Illawarra  natives  made  use  of  it  for  various  purposes,  and  it 
w^as  thought  at  one  time  that  it  might  be  used  for  paper- 
making.  It  was  tested  many  years  ago  by  the  Sydney  Paper  Mills 
Company,  Liverpool,  wdth  unsatisfactory  results.  The  fibre  was 
found  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  manufacture  of  white  paper,  although 
brown  paper  of  excellent  quality  could  be  made  from  it. 

*  Ar.te,  p  143. 


PLATE   2— NATIVE    FLAX-PLANT    OF    NEW    SOUTH    WALES. 
(Gymnostachys  anceps.) 


PLATE  3. -GIANT  LILY,  OR  FLAX  LILY,  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

(DORYANTHES   EXCELSA.) 
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The  illustrations  which  acToni'-any  tho  Appendix  aro  from  di-.iw- 
ings  of  the  Max-plant  growing  in  the  Botanic  Gardens,  Sydney. 
No.  1  is  the  New  Zealand  and  Norfolk  Island  tlax  ( I'hormiuDi 
tenax)  ;  No.  '1,  the  native  tlax  (Gymnostachys  anceps)  ;  No.  .'5,  the 
giant  lily  or  Hax  lily  ( Dorymdlies  excelsa).  Tho  drawings  were 
made  towards  the  end  of  January  when  the  plants  had  gone  out 
of  bloom,  hut  the  flower  stems  and  fadc^d  l)lossom.s  are  shown. 

No  etibrt  seems  to  have  been  made  in  Phillip's  time  to  turn  the 
New  South  Wales  Hax-plant  to  account.     The  Fhorinium  tenax. 
Cook's   flax-plant,  was   plentiful  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  it  pix)-  Norfolk 
raised  better   results   than    the   flax    that   had   been   found   near  }j*J^"'' 
Sydney.     When  King  was  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  as  Connnandant 
with  the  first  batch  of  convicts  (February,  1788),  he  took  with  him 
written  instructions  from  Phillip,  which  contained  this  direction  : 
"  You  are  immediately  to  proceed  with  the  cultivation  of  the  flax- 
plant,  which  you  w-ill  find  growing  spontaneously  on  the  island."* 
King,  in  his  first  despatch  to  Phillip,  inentions  the    flax-plant, 
which,    he   says,    "  is   found  very  luxuriant   all  over   the  island, 
growing  to  the  height  of  eight  feet";  but  the  flax-dresser  he  took 
with   him  was   unable  to   do   anything   with   it,   "as   this  plant 
requires  a  different  treatment  in  the  dressing  to  what  the  Euro- 
pean plant  does."     In  1790,  Andrew-  Hume,  a  superintendent    of 
convicts,  and  an  expert  in  flax  manufacture,  arrived  at  Norfolk 
Island.     In  February,  1791,  he  sent  specimens   of  coarse  cloth 
made  from  the  flax-plant  to   Governor  Phillip  ;    but   he  i-epre- 
sented  that  he  was  "much  in  want  of  proper  material,  as  well  a.s  oi,st;icit^ to 
proper  people,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  nianufactory."  ['^;:;;;'^;, 
English  flax-dressers  were  unfamiliar   with  the  Norfolk  Island 
l)lant,  and  it  was  decided  to  make  use  of  the  knowledge  possessed 
by  the  New  Zealand  natives.      Acting  under  insti-uctious  from 
Captain  Vancouver,!  two  men,  named  Woodoo  and  Tooke,  were  Capture.. f 
captured  by  Lieutenant  Hanson  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  taken  to  y22\MM\ 
Port  Jackson  in  the  Da'dalus,   and  delivered  to  Lieut.-Governor  ""t'^i-^ 
(irose,  who  immediatelv  sent  them  to  Norfolk  Islanil,  where  they 
arrived  on  2nd  May,  ^793.     Lieut.-Governor  King  says,   "The 
information  they  possessed  turned  out  to  be  very  little,  as  this 
<iperation  is  the  peculiar  occupation  of  women,  and  as  Woodoo  is 
a  warrior  and  Tooke  a  priest,  they  gave  us  to  uiulerstand  that 
dressing  of  flax  never  made  any  p.ut  of  their  studies  ;  but  th.' 
little  information  which  they  did  giv(^  us  was  sulhcieiit  iur  us  to 
improve  on,  both  in  (|uality  and  (luantity."     At  the  end  of  six 
months  these  men  were  taken  back  to  tbeir  own  country.      On  T|u.v»n.^^_^ 
the   arrival    of    the    transport    Britannia    at    Norfolk    Island,   m  „,^.j^„„„ 
November,  1793,  King  left  the  island  in  charge  of  Capt.  Nopeaii,  countn. 
and  embarked  on  the  Britannia  with  the  New  Zealander.s,  landing 
them  on  the   13th  November,   1793,  at  the  Buy  of  Ishnids,  and 
returninc  to  Norfolk  Island  on  the  18th. 

•  Ante,  i>.  137.  t   -^iiti.,  i>.  Osa. 
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Trees  on  the 
Nepean. 


A  tree  like 
the  walnut. 


The  red 
cedar. 


TREES  ON  THE  NEPEAN  RIVER. 

While  exploring  the  country  about  the  Nepean,  Phillip  took 
particular  notice  of  some  trees  which  were  found  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  probably  because  they  reminded  him  of  what  he  had 
seen  in  England.  In  a  despatch  to  Lord  Sydney  (ante,  p.  306) 
he  says  :  ''  The  banks  of  this  river,  which  most  probably  empties 
itself  into  the  Hawkesbury,  are  high  ;  the  soil  a  good  light  mould, 
and  covered  with  trees  ;  the  wood  of  some  of  these  trees  is  very 
light  ;  they  are  about  the  size  of  lai'ge  walnut-trees,  which  they 
resemble  ;  they  shed  their  leaves,  and  bear  a  small  fruit,  which 
is  said  to  be  very  wholesome."  Phillii'  was  not  a  careless  observer, 
but  this  description  does  not  properly  apply  to  any  tree  indigenous 
to  New  South  Wales.  The  red  cedar  (Cedrela  Ausiralis,  F.  Von 
Mueller)  is  not  unlike  the  walnut  in  foliage  and  general  appear- 
ance, and  is  also  deciduous,  a  characteristic  which  belongs  to  only 
one  other  of  our  native  trees,  viz. ,  Melia  composita  (AVilld. ),  or  white 
cedar.  But  it  bears  no  fruit,  and  in  this  respect  it  differs 
radically  from  the  tree  described  in  the  despatch  to  Lord.  Sydney. 
Phillip's  account  is  irreconcilable  with  botanical  facts,  but  it  is 
capable  of  explanation.  Phillip  saw  a  tree  which  reminded  him  of 
the  walnut,  and  gave  his  impressions  as  to  its  appearance,  but  he 
did  not  desciibe  the  .fruit  it  was  supposed  to  bear.  It  is  probable 
that  on  this  point  he  accepted  the  statementof  some  person  who  had 
noticed  fruit  growing  on  a  tree  of  a  different  kind  but  having  some 
resemblance  to  the  one  mentioned  in  the  despatch.  A  specimen 
of  the  red  cedar  may  be  seen  in  the  Sydney  Botanic  Gardens. 


THE    UAWKESBlllV. 
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THE  HAWKESBUKY. 

In  his  despatch  to  Lord  Sydney  of  l.'Hh  Febriiiiry,  1790,*  Phillip 
says  : — "  The  high  rocky  country  which  forms  Broken  Bay  is  lost  Piiillip's 
as  you  proceed  up  the  Hawkesljury,  and  the  banks  of  the  river  trwtii'o!^ 
are  then  covered  with  timber,  the  soil,  a  rich  light  mould,  and, 
judging  from  the  little  we  saw  of  the  country,  I  should  supi)oso 
it  good  land  to  a  very  considerable  extent."      This  passage  is 
open  to   misconception.     The   writer,  according  to  the  apparent 
meaning  of  the  words,  noticed  a  change  in  the  a.spcct  of  the  country 
soon  after  leaving  Broken  Bay  on  his  exploring  trip  up  the  Hawkes- 
ljury, the  fact  being  that  the  course  of  the  river  is  marked  by 
"  high  rocky  country  '"'  for  many  miles  from  the  mouth.     The  d»'-  HiKh  rx)cky 
scription  of  its  banks  ni  the  sentence  quoted  applies  to  the  upjter  '''*^""  '^' 
part  of  the  river  ;  it  can  have  no  relation  to  the  lower  part.      1  n 
March,    1791,  a  year  later  than  the  date  of   Phillip's   despatch. 
Lieutenant  Dawes,  of  tlu^  Marines,  prepared  '•  A  map  of  all  those 
parts  of  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales  which  have  been  seen 
by  any  person  belonging  to  the  settlement  at  Port  Jackson  in  the 
said  territory."     In  this  map,  which  is  published   in  Vol.    I.  of  •^•'""' '"*»•• 
the  History  from  the  llecoids,  the  course  of  the  river  is  sliown, 
and  the  chief  features  of  the  country  indicat<'d.      The  Hawkesbury 
is  thus  described  :   "  The  banks  of  tlic  llawkcsbuiy  are  very  steep, 
rocky,  and  difficult  of  access  till  within  the  distanee  of  about  10  or 
12  miles  of  Richmond  Hill."      No  doubt  it  was  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  river  that  Phillip  referred  when  he  spoke  of  the  cliange  in 
the  character  of  the  country. 

*  Ante,  \\  305. 
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Abbott,  Lieut. 

adjutant  and  inspector  of  outposts  at  Norfolk 
island,  575. 

Aboren 

1  eco\er\-  of  from  sniall-pox,  376. 

Absconders 

outlawry  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  391. 

carried  a«ay  by  the  Charlotte,  394. 

discovered  on  board  the  Neptune,  394. 

others  in  concealment,  394. 

death  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  440. 

from  the  Pitt  at  Rio,  528 ;  from  Sydney',  5G5. 

theft  of  boats  by,  534. 

Absconding 
fears  of,  534,  555. 
f)f  convicts  from  Sydney,  565. 
|ire\  ention  (jf,  sujjgested  by  Phillip,  505. 
steps    for    prevention    of,    taken    b\     Enjjlish 
Go\ernnient,  588. 

Accidents 

boat  upset  by  whale.  Port  Jackson— .Mr.  Fer- 
g'uson  and  two  marines  drowned,  30.'). 

boat  swamped  at  Norfolk  Island — Mr.  Cunninj;- 
hamc  and  three  men  drowned,  401. 

l)oat  cast  on  the  rocks  at  Norfolk  Island— eight 
lives  lost,  402. 

Active 

tonnage  of,  &c.,  422. 

arri\al  of,  at  Sydiiej-,  4S9  (note),  532,  550. 

arrival  of,  at  Table  IJay,  493. 

Admiral  Harrington 

convicts  sent  by,  403. 
leaky  slate  of,  .505,  508. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  532,  550. 


Admiralty 

requested  to  assist  in  equipment  of  First  Fleet, 
20-22. 

Phillip's  instructions  from,  2S 

asked  for  cost  of  equipment,  32. 

estimate  given,  32. 

warrant  of,  for  Judge-Advocate  Collins,  43. 

Phillip  not  subordinate  to,  after  landing,  47-49. 

orders  of,  to  Phillip,  94. 

Letters  from — 

to  Lord  Sydney,  23,  29. 

to  Na\-}-  Board,  30,  44,  46,  55,  58,  00,  61. 

to  Nepean,  47. 

to  Phillip,  48.  , 

to  Captain  Marshall,  56,  00,  01. 
Letters  to-  - 

from  the  Treasury,  25. 

from  Phillip,  28,  35,  40,  CO,  (14,  103,  105,  114, 
118,  165,  193,  214. 

from  Lord  S.ydney,  20,  94,  230. 

from  Grenville,  248,  206. 

from  Koss,  78,  104,  144,  150,  105,  109,  194,  215, 
219. 

from  Hunter,  224,  225,  227. 

from  Piiou,  286. 

See  also  "  Vice-Admiralty." 

Africa 

transportation  to,  0. 


Agriculture 


See  "  Cultivation." 


Albemarle 
tonnaj^e  of,  &c.,  422. 
mutiny  on  board  of,  487,  488,  489,  559. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydnej',  532,  550. 

Alexander 

trans]>ort-sbiii,  44,  45,  86,  121. 

number  of  convicts  on  board  of,  34,  42,  79. 

alterations  to,  45,  78,  79. 
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Alexander 

health  of  passengers,  55,  78,  107,  111. 

victualling  of,  55. 

sickness  on  board  of,  78. 

marines  on,  79. 

arrival  of,  at  Botany  Bay,  121  ;  at  Sydney  Cove, 

return  of,  to  England,  178,  182,  193,  226. 
disabled,  226. 

Alley,  R. 
arrival  of,  at  Table  Bay,  323. 
return  of,  to  England,  475. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  323. 

Allowance 
warrant  for  N.S.W.  Corps,  492. 

Alt,  Augustus 
surveyor,  salary  of,  .S3, 
a  member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
a  member  of  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  98. 
resignation  of,  551,  552. 
letter  from,  to  Phillip,  552. 

Altree,  J.  T. 
return  of,  to  England,  475. 
services  of,  481. 

America,  North 

expedition  to,  451. 
despatch  of  Daidalus  to,  497. 

American  Colonies 
loss  of,  1. 

American  Loyalists 

IST.  S.  Wales  an  asylum  for,  2,  S,  9,  12. 

American  Traders 
intention  of,  to  send  provisions  to  Sydney,  498. 

Ammunition 

none  sent  with  First  Fleet,  107,  108,  111. 

Animals 

native,  ISO,  102,  220,  222,  283,  371,  559,  566. 

Anson  Bay 

sitviation  of,  430. 

Anti-scorbutics 
required  for  marines  and  convicts,  57,  58. 
"  sweet-tea,"  220. 

Aranbanoo 

capture  of,  at  Manly,  298,  376. 

death  of,  from  small-pox,  298,  308,  377. 

Arden,  R.  P. 

letter  from,  to  Lord  Sydney,  10. 

Ariel 

ship  under  Lieut.  Moorson,  117. 

Arms  and  Ammunition 

supply  of,  28,  33,  45,  106,  108,  111,  112. 


Arndell,  T. 

services  of,  601. 

land  granted  to,  by  Phillip,  661. 

letter  from,  to  Phillip,  661. 

Arrest 

of  officers  forming  court-martial,  139,  157  et  seq. 

Arscot 
services  of,  439. 

Articles  of  "War 

received  by  Phillip,  103. 

Artificers 

to  form  part  of  the  marines,  IS. 
employed  by  Ross,  182. 
to  be  sent  in  Guardian,  230. 
detained  at  the  Cape,  352. 
want  of,  352,  548. 

Arthur's  Vale 

Norfolk  Island,  579. 

Assignment 

instructions  regarding,  258. 

inconveniences  of,  300. 

aiTangement  concerning,  left  to  Phillip,  585. 

Assistant  Surgeon 
commission  of,  ''.i. 

Astrolabe 
^■oyage  of,  123. 

Atkins,  Richard 

appointment  or,  by  Phillip,  as  Registrar  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court,  vice  Miller,  deceased,  600. 

Atlantic 

tonnage  of.  422. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  532,  550. 

engagement  of,  at  Sydney,  533. 

sent  to  Calcutta  xia  Norfolk  Island,  forsupplies, 

533,  550. 
departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island  and  Calcutta, 

554. 
return  of,  to  Sydney,  043. 
departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  643. 

Auxiliary  Company 
raising  of,  by  Phillip,  062. 

Johnston  recommended  by  Phillip  for  the  com- 
mand, 662. 
strength  of  company,  663. 

Ball,  Lieutenant 
ciinimander  of  Sujiplj-,  36,  00,  125. 
groundless  charge  against,  61. 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
member  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  98. 
sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  125,  194. 
discovers  Lord  Howe  Island,  126. 
sent  to  Lord  Howe  Island,  146, 167. 
arrival  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  379. 
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Ball,  Lieutenant 
offers  htli)  to  the  Sirius,  3S0. 
return  of,  to  Port  Jackson,  382. 
takes  the  Supply  to  Batavia  for  provisions,  372, 

382,  383. 
arrival  of,  at  Bata\na,  372. 
discovers  Sirius  Island,  383. 
discovers  a  danj^erous  shoal,  385. 
application  of,  for  leave  of  absencq,  479. 
arrival  of,  at  Plymouth,  615. 
application  of,  for  fresh  eniplovinent,  674. 
letters  from,  to  Stephens,  479,  615,  674. 
letter  to,  from  Stephens,  473. 

Ball  Bay 

situation  of,  430. 

Balmaia,  William 
assistant  surgeon,  28. 

Banks,  Sir  Joseph 
l)avt  taken  by,  in  the  foundation  of  Xew  South 

Wales,  XV. 
approval  by,  of  Matra's  proposal,  3. 
communication    with    Captain    Bligh,    re    the 

Bount.N ,  109,  117,  120. 
plants  and  seeds  for,  110,  128,  212,  220. 
samples  ot  clay  sent  to,  190. 
declmes  office  in  Enijlish  Ministry,  229. 
asks  that  plants  may  be  sent  home,  229. 
opinion  of,  concerning  essence  of  malt  as  a  cure 

for  scurvy,  232. 
proposal  of,  to  send  useful  plants  and  trees  to 

Sydney  by  the  Guardian,  247,  248. 
prosposal  approved  of  by  Government,  248,  249. 
proposal  of,  to  send  out  settlers,  424. 
memoranda  of,    re  instructions  to  Lieutenant 

Menzies,  424-426. 
suggestion  by,  to  send  second  bread-fruit  expedi- 
tion, 473  and  note, 
attitude  of  ^'ancouver  to,  521. 
expenditure  by,  for  Providence  and  Guardian, 

551. 
notes  by,  on  Chatham  and  Discovery,  635-630. 
Letters  from — 

to  Grenville,  247,  450. 

to  Ncpean,  229,  501,  502,  550. 

to  Menzies,  520. 

to  Richards,  522,  552,  580,  630. 
Letters  to — 

from  Bligh,  109,  117,  120,  267,  268. 

from  Considen,  220. 

from  Lord  Chatham,  473. 

from  Menzies,  470,  480,  489,  502,  521,  6;i8. 

from  Caiitain  Harney,  280,  427. 

from  Richards,  508,  524,  552,  580,  025,  627,  630, 
633,  042. 

Banks  Papers 

purchase  of,  from  Lord  Brabourne,  xv. 
list  of,  117,  120,  220,  221,  229,  232,  207-278,  280, 
283,  332,  397,  424,  420,  427,  451,  456,  473,  470, 
480,  485,  489,  499,  501,  502,  508,  .V20,  .521,  522, 
523,  524,  550,  552,  580,  62.5,  627,  630,  633,  635, 
636,  638,  642. 


Barracks 
site  of,  148. 

erection  of,  at  Sydnev,  195-201 ;  at  Rose  Hill 
470. 

slow  progress  with,  218. 

Barrin^ton 
becomes  a  religious  con\  ert  and  performs  service, 

505. 

Barter  witli  Natives 
articles  taken  for,  33,  43,  53,  54. 

Batavia 
arrival  of  Bligh  at,  278  (note),  703. 
departure  of  Bligh  from,  278  (note),  704, 
arrival  of  Supply  at,  372. 
fever  at,  335,  480,  617. 
unwholesome  spirits,  385. 
description  of,  by  Lieutenant  Fowell,  385-3SC. 
buildings,  386 
vessel  purchased  at,  386. 

Bengal 

supply  of  provisions  from,  477,  478,  479,  679. 
See  also  "  Calcutta"  and  "  India". 

Bennilonsr 
capture  of,  300,  309,  378. 
domesticated  by  Phillip,  300,  309. 

Berteret,  J. 

letter  to,  from  J.  .Johnstone,  523. 

Biddiilpli,  R. 
proposal  of,  to  send  pro\  isions  from  India,  593. 
letter  from,  to  Phillip,  593. 

Birds 

X.  S.  Wales,  222. 
Norfolk  Island,  398,  429. 

Births 

in  Xew  Soutli  Wales,  301. 
on  board  Lady  Juliana,  323. 

at  Norfolk  Island,   440. 

Blackburn,  David 
good  conduct  of,  as  master  of  the  Supply,  558. 

Blacklead 

tcjuiid  at  Sydney,  212  and  note. 

Blanca,  Count  Florida 

letter  of,  re  surrender  of  territory  by  Spain  at 
Nootka,  sent  by  Dundus  to  the  Admiralty,  499. 

Blankett,  Captain 
arrival  of,  at  the  Cape,  with  the  Leopard  and  the 

Thames,  408. 
Letters  to  — 

from  Stephens,  408. 

from  Xeptan,  409. 

Bligh,  Captain 
ap])ointed  to  command  of  the  Bounty,  through 

Banks,  109. 
on  board  the  Bount.^•  at  Spithead,  117. 
preparation  for  voyage  in  the  Boinity,  117. 
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Bligh,  Captain 

weatherbound  at  Spithead,  120. 

■lepartiire  of,   from   Spithead,   in   tlie  Boiint\-, 

269,  687. 
failure  of,  to  round  Cape  Horn,  269,  687. 
arri\al  of,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  269,  687, 

693. 
arrival  of,  at  Otaheite,  270,  693. 
departure  of,  from  Otaheite,  270,  693. 
arrival  of,  at  the  Friendly  Islands,  270,  690,  694. 
seizure  of,  by  mutineers,  271-272,  689-690. 
voyage  of,   in  the  Bounty's  launch,   from  the 

Friendly  Islands  to  Timor,  271-278,  690-691, 

695-701. 

reports  b.\-,  on  Mutiny  of  the  Bountv,  267-278, 

689-706. 
departure  of,  from  Timor,  702. 
arrival  of,  at  Batavia,  703. 
departure  of,  from  Batavia,  704. 

voyage  of,  to  England,  via  the  Cape,  267  (note), 
278  (note). 

court-martial  on,  407. 

arri\al  of,  at  the  Cape,  in  command  of  the  Pro- 
vidence, 617. 

assistance  given  to  the  Waaksamheyd  by,  617. 

Letters  from — 
to  Banks,  109,  117,  120,  267,  208. 
to  Stephens,  687, 688,  689,  693. 

Letters  to — 
from  Stephens,  354,  407. 

Blue  Mountains 

unsuccessful  attemjot  to  penetrate,  306. 

Board  (History) 

ajipointment  of,  ix. 

members  of,  ix. 

reconnnendation  made  by,  ix-x. 

adoption  of   recommendation    bv  the   Colonial 
Treasurer,  x. 

Boats 
l)uilding  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  437. 
theft  of,  hy  absconders,  534. 

Boddingtons 

engagement  of,  as  transport,  678. 
appointment  of  Kent  as  surgeon  of,  678. 
Booby  Shoal 

named  by  Lieut.  Ball,  383. 

Borrowdale 

storeship,  55. 
clearance  of,  166,  182. 
return  of,  to  England,  182,  193. 
disabled,  226. 

Botanical  Specimens 
sent  to  England,   116,   128,   212,  220,   222    230 
(note).  ' 

Botany  Bay 

transportation  to,  decided  upon,  14. 
.site  of  settlement,  55,  83,  86,  87,  121. 
intercourse  with  foreigners  prohibited,  91. 
an  unfavourable  spot,  121,  122,  170,  221. 
abandoned,  122,  170,  221,  225. 


Botany  Bay 

La  Perouse  at,  123,  170. 

niarshy  ground  at,  297. 

Phillip's  unfavourable  opinion  conflrmed,  304. 

path  from,  to  Sydney  Cove,  382. 

Bounty 

Bligh  conunander  of,  109 

Phillip's  proposal  that  she  should  take  out 
stores.  111. 

a  good  seaboat,  117. 

preparations  for  voyage,  117  ;  weatherbomid  at 
Spithead,  120. 

complement  of  vessel,  268-269. 

object  of  voyage,  269. 

departure  of,  from  Spithead,  269,  687. 

failure  to  round  Cape  Horn,  269,  687. 

arrival  at  Teneriffe,  687. 

arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  269,  687,  693. 

repairs  made  at  the  Cape,  688. 

arrival  at  Otaheite,  270,  693;  departure  from, 
270,  693. 

arrival  at  Ad^■enture  Bay  (Tasmania),  683  ;  at  the 

Friendly  Islands,  27O,'690,  694. 
Captain  Bligh  seized  and  forced  into  the  launch, 

271-272,  689-690,  694-695. 

\oyage  of  launch  from  the  Friendly  Islands  to 
Timor,  271-278,  690-691,  695-701.  " 

Bligh's  rejiort  of  mutiny  to  Banks,  267-278  ;  to 
the  Admiraltj-,  689-706. 

list  of  mutineers  and  non-mutineers,  274,  691-692 
mutineers  to  be  apprehended,  314. 
description  of  mutineers,  704-706. 

Boussole 
voyage  of,  123. 

Bowen,  Lieut, 
discovery  of  Jervis  Bay  by,  548,  553. 
naval  agent  on  board  Atlantic,  553-554. 
departure  of,  from  Sydnej-  for  Norfolk  Island, 
554. 

Bowen,  J.  . 

letter  from,  to  Nepean,  673. 

Bowes,  A. 

surgeon  of  Lady  Penrhyn,  120. 

Bradley,  Lieut. 

first  lieutenant  of  Sirius,  81,  96. 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
member  of  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  98. 
survey  by,  of  Norfolk  Island,  476,  616. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  616. 

Bray,  Lieut, 
reconnnended  to  the  Government,  23. 

Brazil 

See  "  Rio  de  Janeiro." 

Bread-fruit 

Bountv  sent  to  the  Society  Islands  for,  109,  117, 
269. 

Departure  of  Bountv  with  plants  from  Otaheite, 
270,  693. 

second  expedition,  in  the  Providence,  473  (and 
note),  485. 
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Brewer,  Henry 
acts  as  Provost-Marshal,  105,  111,  154,  199. 

appointed  to  direct  carpenters  and  surveyors, 

197. 
nomination  of,  as  Provost-Marshal,  471. 
uppoiiituicnt  of,  663-G64. 

Bricklayers 

want  of,  14(i. 

Brickmakin? 
at  Norfolk  Island,  435,  574. 

Brisbane  Water 

examined  b\  Pliillip,  125. 

Britannia 
tomiajre  of,  &c.,  422. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  532. 
return  of,  from  whaling  trip,  555,  558. 
whales  killed  by  crew  of,  555. 
hiring  of,  by  officers,  651,  652. 

Broken  Bay 
exploration  of,  by  Phillip,  125,  304-30(>. 

natives  of,  131. 

Bryan 

non-conniiissioned  officer  of  the  Sirius,  398. 

Buckingham,  Marquis  of 

letter  to,  from  Lieutenant-Governor  King,  52S. 

Building 

connnenced  at  Sydney  by  convicts,  145. 

restrictions,  147. 

progress  of,  at  Svdney,  189,  195,  223,  297,  469, 
470 ;  at  Rose  Hill,  362  ;  at  Sydney  and  Hose 
Hill,  4C9,  470 ;  at  Norfolk  Island,  572,  573,  574, 
575. 

want  of  lime  for,  100. 

Bulmore,  Thomas 
I>rivate,  killed  in  a  fight,  217. 

Biirton,  D. 
rcjiorl  of,  on  soil,  .599. 
death  of,  599  (note). 

Bush 
Private  Rogers  lost  in  the,  217. 
marines  and  convicts  lost  in  the,  293. 
mate  of  the  Sirius  lost  in  the,  300. 
Francis  Hill,  midshipman  of  Sirius,  lost  in  the, 
378. 

Butter 

rancid  state  of,  .590. 
substitutes  for,  050. 

Calcutta 

supplies  from,  403,  459,  58ii. 

proposed  ])urchase  of  supplies,  by  JJowen,  COO. 

proposal   of  Lambert,  Ross,   and   Biddulph   to 

send  supplies  from,  5!3(j,  004-t<09. 
samples  of  clothing  received  from,  G28. 
live  stock  from,  death  of  on  passage,  045 


Call.  John 

application  by,  for  grant  of  Norfolk  Island,  141. 

Calvert,  A. 
return  of  ti-ansports  made,  to  Nepean,  422. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  422. 

Camden,  Calvert,  and  King 

transports  in-ovided  by,  403. 

Campbell,  Duncan 
suiierintendent  of  convicts  on  Tlianics,  42,  44. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  47. 

Campbell,  Captain 

conmiended  by  Ross,  84,  195,  198,  213. 

captain  of   the    detacliment  of   marines,    106, 

110,  145. 
reports  result  of  Court  of  Inquiry,  216. 
remarks  by  GrenviUe   concerning  conduct  of, 

460. 
conduct  of,  towards  Phillip,  570. 
Letters  from— 

to  Ross,  204,  242. 

to  Collins,  241. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 
letter  from,  to  Wilberforce,  635. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

First  Fleet  to  call  at,  21,  86. 

arrival  of  Fii-st  Fleet  at,  118. 

departure  of  First  Fleet  from,  121,165. 

Sirius  returns  to,  foe  grain,  182,  1S8,  194,  207, 

224. 
arrival  of  Guardian  at,  283,  310. 
arrival  of  Lafly  Juliana  at,  323. 
departure  of  Lady  Juliana  from,  338. 
arrival  of  Second  Fleet  at,  334,  338,  300. 
departure  of  Second  Fleet  from,  367. 
Dutch  in  possession  of,  306 ;   their  character, 

366. 
arrival  of  Leopard  and  Thames  at,  408. 
high  price  of  suiiplies  at,  409. 
Riou's  difficulties  at,  409. 
monopoly  at,  410. 

live  stock,  purchase  of  at,  493,  505,  506. 
arrival  of   Active,  Lady  Jidiana,  and  Neptune: 

at,  493. 
heavy  charges  at,  494. 
storehouses  hired  at,  494. 
Governor  of,  ordered  to  Kuropc,  495. 
arrival  of  Gorgon  at,  502. 
arrival  of  Discovery  and  Chatham  at,  502,  504, 

523. 
Masson,  F. — work  of,  as  botanist  at,  500. 
]>urchase  of  stores  at,  507. 
as  a  field  for  botanists,  .521. 
departure  of  (lorgon  from,  529. 
shipwrecked  crew  of  Sandwich  rescued  at,  618. 
assistance  to,  given  by  Hunter,  018,  619. 
detention  of  British  seamen  at,  619. 
measures  for  release  of,  taken  bv  Hunter,  619, 

620. 
departure  of  Royal  .\dmiral  from,  005. 
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Caravances 
description  of,  416  (note^. 

Carmarthen  Hills 

named  b}"  Phillip,  13o  (anil  note). 

Carpenters 
want  of,  146,  183. 
washes  of,  1S5. 

Carteret,  Captain 
track  of  between  New  Britain  and  New  Ireland, 
1S2,  193. 

Cascade 
town  of,  442. 

Cascade  Bay 

landin;/  at,  379,  430. 
landing-place  made  at,  CCO. 

Castor-nut 
growth  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  438. 


Cattle 


See  "Livestock." 


Chaplain 
Rev.   Richard  Johnson,  appointment  of,  under 

ooniniission,  27. 
salarj'  of,  33. 
temporary  emplonnent  of,  at  Norfolk  Island, 

564. 
ap]iointment  of    Re\'.    S.   Marsden    as    Second 

Chaplain,  634  (note) 

•  Chapman,  W.  Neale 

appointment  of,  as  storekeeper  at  Phillipsbursfh, 
575. 

as  secretary  to  Go\  ernor  King-,  575  (note). 

Charlotte 
transport-ship,  34,  55,  86,  120,  136. 
convicts  on  board  of,  34,  4l',  70. 
marines  on  board  of,  79. 
a  bad  sailer,  105. 

health  of  convicts  and  marines  on  board  of,  107, 
111. 

discharge  of,  126,  136,  140. 

Charlottefield 
town  of,  442. 
military  post  at,  444. 

Charlotte  Sound 

proposal  of  Phillip  to  visit,  55. 

Chatham 

selection  of,  for  'Sanconver's  experlition,  451. 

arrival  of,  at  TenerifTe,  4S9,  523  ;  at  Simon's 
Bay,  502,  504  :  at  False  Bar,  523  ;  at  Nootka, 
638  ;  at  Dusky  Ba.\-,  639  :  at  Mattavai  Bay,  640 : 
at  Owhyhee.  640  ;  at  New  Albion,  668  ;  at 
Monterey,  680. 

attack  upon  crew  of,  by  Spanish  soldiers,  490, 
523. 

notes  on  voyage  of,  by  Banks,  635. 

account  of  voyage  of,  by  Menzies,  639-642. 


Chatham,  Lord 
letter  from,  to  Banks,  473 

Chatham  Island 

disci:i\ery  of,  b^-  Vancouver,  069. 

Chimney  Hill 
situation  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  570. 

China 
emigrants  from,  3,  12. 
trade  with,  3. 

transports  to  return  by  way  of,  87. 
search  for,  by  convicts,  556. 


Churches 


See  "  Public  Worship." 


Clark".  Lieutenant 
second  lieutenant  of  marines.  106,  145. 
desire  of,  to  be  relieved,  165. 
jiromotion  of,  229. 

appointment  of,   as    quarteiinaster-general    at 
Norfolk  Island,  321. 

Clarke,  Zachary 
ajipointment  of,  as  deputy  commissary  of  stores 
and  pro\isions,  415,  647. 

Clayton 
letter  to,  from  J.  W.  Harris,  340. 

Climate 
of  N.  S.  Wales,  nature  of.  1,  11,  125. 
Phillip's  opinion  of,  150,  154,  168,  190,  298. 
heavy  rains,  151, 169,  190. 
an  officer's  ojjinion  of,  222. 
Captain  HiU's  opinion  of,  368. 
of  Norfolk  Island — Kings  opinion  of,  430. 

ClothinsT 
of  convicts  and  others,  20.  53, 59.  80, 104,  105,  107, 

111,  112,  143,  154,  180,  183,  184. 
for  the  natives,  143. 
want  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  436,  443. 
want  of,  at  Sydney,  596. 
samples  of,  received  at  Svdnev  from  Calcutta, 

628. 
unsuitable  and  damaged — sent  to  Sydney,  643. 

Coast 
of  Norfolk  Island,  430. 
of  New  South  Wales,  chart  of,  434. 

exploration  of,  proposed  by  Vancouver,  519,  520. 

Cochineal 
brought  by  Phillip  from  Rio,  113. 

Cochrane,  Hon.  John 

proposal  by,  to  send  supplies  from  India,  649 

Coffee 
plants  brought  by  Phillip  from  Rio,  113. 

Colehy 
capture  and  escape  of,  300,  378. 
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Collins,  David 
judge-advocate,  26,  43, 106, 110,  145. 
commission  of,  20. 
salary  of,  33. 

warrant  of,  as  judrre-advooate,  43. 
to  administer  oaths,  75. 
Ross  oflters  him  a  captaincy,  22S. 
application  of,  for  leave  of  absence,  674. 
g-ranti:ig  of  application  deferred,  674  (note), 
loss  of  income  by,  675. 
Letters  from — 

to  Ross,  202. 

to  Nepean,  209. 

to  Phillip,  240,  263,  074. 

to  Campbell,  241. 

to  Dundas,  U74. 
Letter  to — 

from  Campbell,  241. 

Collias,  "William 

second  lieutenant  of  marines,  IOC,  110. 
return  of,  to  England,  through  ill-health,  144, 
145,  166,  ISO. 

Commissary 

Miller  goes  on  board  Sirius,  77. 
assistant,  appointed,  139. 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
member  of  A'ice-Admiralty  Court,  98. 
resignation  of  Miller,  328. 
recommendation  of  Miller  by  Phillip,  323. 
death  of  Miller,  from  fever,  428. 
appointment  of  Palmer,  475. 

Commission 

Phillips,  24,  61,  92. 

Ross's,  26. 

Collinss,  26. 

Johnson's,  27. 

'WTiite's,  27. 

Balmain's,  28. 

estabUshing  court  of  civil  jurisdiction,  70-76, 92. 

for  trial  of  pirates,  80. 

King's,  as  Commandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  136  ; 

as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk  Island,  287. 
Grose's,  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  South 

Wales,  282. 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy 

Letters  to — 
from  Lieutenant  Shapcote,  334. 
from  Phillip,  549. 

Cousiden,  D. 

animals  and  botanical  specimens  sent  by,  to  Sir 

Joseph  Banks,  220. 
leave  of  absence  granted  to,  632. 
letter  from,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  220. 

Contraband  Cargo 

carried  bv  transports,  506,  547,  549,  550,  555, 

504. 


Convicts 
transportation  of,  6,  7,  12,  14,  17,  20,  23,  30,  147, 

153. 
reformation  of,  7. 
clothing  of,  16,  20,  53,  59,  80,  104,  105,  107,  111 

112. 
number  in  each  ship,  34,  42. 
male  and  female  separate,  35. 
provisions  for,  40,  41,  50,  54,  56,  57,  59,  77,  SO,  82, 

<J1,  102,  103,  108,  110,  112. 
overcrowding  of,  40,  77,  665. 
transportation  of,  17C9  to  1775,  47. 
marriage  amongst,  52, 181. 
isolation  of,  53. 
good  behaviour  of,  57,  lOS. 
allowance  of  bread  to,  59. 
further  shipment  of,  88,  284.  286. 
emancipation  of,  90,  535. 
number  in  First  Fleet,  110. 
product  of  labour  of,  127. 
mutinv  of,  on  Scarborough,  106  ;  on  Albemarle, 

4S7,"488,  489,  559. 
sickness  amongst,  107,  111,  538,  595,  596,  665. 
many  nearly  naked,  112. 
treatment  of,  during  voyage,  113,  367,  388,  588, 

590. 
deaths  of,  in  the  First  Fleet,  113,  115,  140,  150, 
169,  193  ;  in  the  Second  Fleet,  334,  354,  36J  ; 
after  arrival  of  Second  Fleet,  362  ;  on  board 
the  Pitt,  525,  526,  528,  .595  ;  in  the  Third  Fleet, 
538 ;    at  Sydney,  596 ;    on  board  the    Royal 
Admiral,  665. 
thefts  by,  126,  147. 
labour  of,  127,  145,  150, 170,  349,  418. 
superintendents  of,  wanted,  13S,   184,  207,  347, 

471,  533,  663. 
building  of  huts  by,  145. 
indolence  of,  146. 

attacked  by  natives,  146,  148,  107,  171,  208. 
missing,  lost  or  killed,  146. 
no  more  wanted  for  some  time,  147,  153. 
treatment  of,  on  expiration  of  sentences,  154, 184. 
should  bring  two  years'  provisions,  14C,  147, 16S. 
families  of,  provided  with  passages,  254. 
assigimient  of,  258,  300,  535,  585,  654. 
a  detachment  to  be  sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  285. 
plot  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  294. 
execution  of  six  at  Sydney,  298. 
two  lost  in  the  bush,  298. 
one  killed  by  natives,  and  ten  wounded,  298. 
a  number  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  in  the  Sirius, 

325. 
term  of  sentences  of,  unknown,  329  (and  note), 

354. 
how  employed  at  Sydney  and  Rose  Hill,  363,  304. 
many  of  them  diseased  and  useless,  361. 
gardens  given  to  them,  302. 
ill-treatment  of,  in  Second  Fleet,  388,  588  ;  on 
board  the  Surj)rize,  367 ;  on  board  the  Neptune, 
388  ;  inquiry  concerning,  588,  590. 
their  treatment  of  each  other,  388. 
pardoned  for  services  on  the  Guardian,  414. 
to  be  supplied  with  tools  and  provisions,  415. 


20 


INDEX. 


Convicts 
sentences  of,  expired,  4r!3,  449,  400,  565. 
industrious,  at  Xorfolk  Island,  440. 
two  batches  to  be  sent  per  annum,  458,  532. 
return  of  expirees  to  England,  460. 
concessions  to  expirees,  460. 
return  concerninir,  463. 
distribution  of,  470. 

expirees,  claim  of,  to  freedom,  443,  449,  472. 
return  of  emancipated  convicts,  to  Enirland,  47'2. 
proposals  for  conveyance  of,  508,  515-519,  522, 

524,  625,  552,  580,  626,  637,  642,  670-671. 
)n'oposa]s  for  maintenance  of,  509-515,  625. 
absconding:  of,  at  Rio,  528  ;  at  Sydne}-,  565. 
reward  of  well-behaved,  535. 
arrival  of  1,863  at  Sydney  (Third  Fleet),  538. 
traffic  in  stores  by,  550. 
attempt  to  reach  China  by,  550. 
()rders-in-Council  relating  to,  591. 
debilitated  state  of,  596. 
ninrtalit J- amongst,  596. 
stealing  of  Indian  corn  bj-,  645. 
death  of,  from  eating  crude  maize,  '645. 
allowance  of  spirits  to,  648. 
employment  of,  as  servants  to  officers,  653. 
escape  of  one  at  the  Cape,  665. 

Cornv/allis,  Lord 
Letters  to — 
from  Grenville,  403,  666. 
from  Phillip,  600. 
from  Dundas,  679. 

Corps 

Lieut. -Colonel  Stirling's  offer  to  raise,  38. 
See  also  "  New  South  Wales  Corps." 

Cotton-plant 

brought  by  Phillip  from  Rio,  113. 

Court-martial 
Phillip  recei\es  warrant  for  appointing,  103. 
proceedings  at,  139  et  seq.,  195. 
arrest  of  offlcei's  constituting,  139  et  seq.,  157 

ct  seq. 
on  Privates  Strong  and  Knight,  199. 
on  Quarter-master  I-urzer,  202. 
officers  refuse  to  sit,  203,  216. 
Oollins's  opinion  on  legality  of,  209. 
impossibility  of  holding,  291 
asked  for  bv  Major  Grose  on  Ensign  Duberlv, 

404. 
request  withdrawn,  405. 
on  Captain  Bligh  and  officers  of   the  Bounty, 

407. 
constitution  of,  at  Xorfolk  Island,  322. 
powers  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  392. 
^.'eneral,    at  Norfolk   Island,   439  ;    number    of 

officers  insufficient  for,  484. 
fin   Captain   Hunter   and   crew  of  Sirius,  618  ; 

ac(iuittal,  018  (note). 


Courts  of  Law 
Letters  Patent  constituting,  70,  155. 
Civil  Court — 

constitution,  71. 

jurisdiction,  71. 

procedure,  71. 

appeal  from,  72. 
Criminal  Court,  69,  73 

constitution,  69,  74. 

jurisdiction,  69,  74. 

])rocedure,  69,  74. 

execution,  70,  75. 

first  assembled,  126. 

officers  object  to  sit,  139,  236,  239,  240,  247. 

officers  bound  to  act  as  members  of,  401. 

opinion  of   law  officers,  402-403  ;  publicalioii 
of,  537. 

want  of  Court,  at  Norfolk  Island,  499, 531,  563, 
655. 

See   also  "Court-martial,"  and  "  Vice- Admiralty 
Court.' 

Creswell,  Lieut. 
first  lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  110,  145. 
desire  of,  to  be  relieved,  165. 

despatch  of,  to  England,  with  the  Supply,  554, 
572. 

commendation  of,  by  Phillip,  554,  555. 

departure  of,  for  England,  with  despatches,  572. 

Crime 

Phillip's  method  of  treating,  52,  55,  126. 
Phillip  given  power  to  punish,  65. 
thefts  by  convicts,  126,  147. 
nuirdei-s  by  natives,  146,  148,  167,  171,  203. 
murders  of  natives,  150. 

robbery  of  the  provision  stores  at  Sydney,  37.'. 

robberies  at  Norfolk  Island,  655,  057,  658,  050. 

See  also  "  Execution." 

Crops 

at  Rose  Hill,  299. 

proposal  for  re-sowing,  234. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  398,  399,  417,  430,  529,  562, 
563,  639. 

at  Port  Jackson,  529,  611,  645. 

injurj"  to  from  drought,  470,  529. 

destruction  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  435,  469. 

failure  of,  from  drought,  at  Port  Jackson,  533. 

injury  to,  at  Port  Jackson,  by  grubs,  046. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  not  up  to  expectation,  656. 

See  also  "  Harvest." 

Crowther,  Rev.  John 
ajipointmcnt  of,  as  assistant  chaplain,  200. 
escape  of,  from  the  Guardian,  and  return    to 
England,  260  (note). 

Cultivation 

to  be  commenced  at  once,  87. 
clearing  the  ground  for,  123. 
the  first  sowing,  120. 
suitable  land  for,  134. 
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Cultivation 

:U  SyiliR'V,  152. 

at  Kosc  Hill,  189,  19S,  29G,  299,  -170,  471. 

Phillip's  views  upon,  134, 177. 

Ross's  views  upon,  173, 176. 

by  marines,  189. 

slow  progress  of,  207. 

at  Norfolk  Islaiid.  186,  299,  398,  399, 417,  430, 431, 

438,  442,  ;-)29,  502,  503,  658,  059. 
at  the  Settlements,  529. 
al  Parramatta,  539,  55G. 
at  Parramatta  and  Toongabbe,  645. 

Cumberland 
rounty  of,  named,  155. 

Dsedalns 

desiiatch  of,  to  N.W.  coast  of  America,  497. 

command  of,  499. 

instructions  regarding,  499,  500,  501. 

massacre  of  officers  of,  638-639. 

desjjatch  of,  by  Vancouver,  to  Port  Jackson,  667. 

sending  of  live  stock  by,  from  Monterey,  680. 

Davey,  Lieut. 

first  lieutenant  of  marines,  100,  110,  145. 
member  of  court-martial,  under  arrest,  139,  161. 
desires  to  be  relieved,  165. 

Davidson,  A. 

Letter  from,  to  Dundas,  620. 
Letter  to,  from  G.  Matcham,  590. 

Dawes,  Lieut. 
on  shore  at  Rio  Janeiro,  115. 
takes  Lieut.  Collins's  place,  144,  145,  166, 172. 
))eriod  of  service  of,  201. 

exploring  excursion  with  Captain  Hill  and  Cap- 
tain Tench,  371. 
recommended  for  employment  in  Colonj',  415. 
charges  against,  543-546. 
Letter  from,  to  Phillip,  544. 

Deaths 
on  board  the  First  Fleet,  113,  115,  146,  150, 169, 

193. 
of  Private  Bulmore,  killed  in  a  fight,  217. 
at  Port  Jackson,  298,  301. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  301. 
on  board  the  Lady  Juliana,  323. 
i)f  Captain  Shea,  324. 

on   board    the   Neptune,    Surprize,  and    Scar- 
borough, 334. 

on  board  the  Second  Fleet,  334,  354,  362. 

after  arrival  of  Second  Fleet,  302. 

of  Fairclough,  surgeon's  mate,  3;i9. 

of  Ferguson,  John,  in  boat  accident,  365. 

from  accident,  305,  401,  402. 

of  Coniniissary  Miller,  428. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  440. 

of  Lieut.  Foweil,  475. 

on  board  transports,  508. 

3  A 


Deaths 

from  fever,  on  board  Iho  Pitt,  525,  526,  527,  528, 
595. 

of  convicts,  at  Sidney,  596. 

of  convicts  at  Sydney,  from  eating  crude  maize, 

645. 
on  board  the  Koyal  Admiral,  665. 

De  Courcey,  Captain 
escorts  the  First  Fleet  down  the  Channel,  105. 

De  Fuca's  Straits 

See  "  Juan  de  Fuca." 

Delagoa  Bay 
shipwrecked  crew  of  Sandwich  rescued  at,  618. 

De  Lancey 

and  the  American  loj'alists,  8. 
letter  from,  to  Matra,  9. 

Dempsey,  "William 

assaulted  by  Hunt,  140. 

De  "Wit 

merchant  at  the  Cape,  492,  493,  494,  495. 

Dilkes,  John 

ajjplication  of,  for  Governorship,  036. 
application  not  entertained,  030  (note). 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  030. 

Discovery 

selection  of,  for  Vancouver's  expedition,  451. 

arrival  of,  at  Teneriffe,  489,  523  ;  at  Simon's 
Bay,  502,  504  ;  at  False  Bay,  523  ;  at  Nootka, 
638  ;  at  Dusky  Bay,  639 ;  at  King  George's 
Sound,  039,  608  ;  at  Mattavai  Bay,  640 ;  at 
Owhyhee,  040 ;  at  New  Albion,  068  ;  at  Mon- 
terey, 080. 

attack  upon  crew  by  Spanish  soldiers,  490,  523. 

notes  on  voyage  of,  by  Banks,  035. 

account  of  voj'age  of,  by  Menzies,  639-642. 

Dodd,  Henry  Ed-ward 

death  of,  290  (note),  470. 

Doidge,  Superintendent 

reprimand  and  resignation  of,  575. 

Donovan,  Stephen 
instructed  to  superintend  landing  of  cargoes  at 

Norfolk  Island,  553. 
praise  of,  by  Phillip,  553. 
appointment  of,  as  lieutenant,  663. 

Drought 

at  Norfolk  Island,  430. 
at  Rose  Hill,  470. 
at  Port  Jackson,  529. 
failure  of  crops  from,  533. 

Duberly,  Ensign 

court-martial  asked  for  by  Major  Grose,  404. 
request  withdrawn,  405. 
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Dundas 

appointment  of,  to  Home  Office,  49G  (note). 
Letters  from — 

to  Phillip,  496,  585,  592,  622,  631. 

to  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  499. 

to  Richards,  63S. 

to  Governor-General  of  India,  079. 
Letters  to — 

from  Phillip,  595,  600,  613,  614,  643,  651,  653, 
660,  662,  663,  665. 

from  Lambert,  Ross,  and  Co.,  604. 

from  Davidson,  A.,  620. 

from  Wilberforce,  633. 

from  Thomson,  John,  674. 

from  Collins,  674. 

Dutch 
in  possession  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  366. 
character  of,  366. 

Earthquake 
at  Trinidad,  114. 
at  Sj'dney,  150,  154. 

East  India  Company 

and  transport-ships,  4S. 

transports  to  brin'^  back  cargoes  for,  87. 

ships  of,  employed,  623. 

Edgar,  Lieutenant  Thomas 

recommendation  of,  by  the  Admiralty,  as  super- 
intendent on  board  the  Lady  Juliana,  236. 
return  of,  to  England,  475. 

Edge,  Fane 
appointment  of,  as  provost-marshal  at  Norfolk 
Island,  600. 

Emancipation 
Phillip  asks  for  power  to  grant,  55. 
of  convicts,  535. 
warrants  of,  506. 

Emigration 

policy  of,  5. 

Sutton's  proposals  for,  5S0-5S5. 

fifteen  Quaker  families  to  be  sent  from  England, 

589. 
arrangement  not  carried  out,  648  (note). 

Emu 
eaten  for  dinner,  371. 

Enderby,  Samuel,  jun. 
letter  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean,  re  whaling, 
407. 

Execution 

of  six  marines  at  Sydney  for  robbing  the  stores, 

297,  375. 
of  six  convicts  at  Sydney,  298. 
of  a  woman  at  Norfolk  Island,  301. 
Of  two  of  the  Albemarle's  convicts  for  mutiny, 

559. 


Exile 

as  a  punishment,  52,  55. 

Expedition 

by  Vancouver  to  North  America,  312-314,  451, 

497. 
instructions  to  Phillip  concerning,  312-14  ;  to 

Menzies,  424  (and  note). 

memoranda  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  426-427. 

Discovery  and  Chatham  to  be  got  ready,  451. 

objects  of  expedition,  451-454. 

by  Bligh  in  the  Bounty,  109,  117,  269  ;  in  the 
'  Providence,  473,  485,  617. 

arri^'al  of  Vancouver  at  Teneriffe,  489. 

despatch  of  Dajdalus,  497. 

instructions  to  Vancouver  from  the  Government, 
500,  501. 

arrival  of  Discoverv  and  Chatham  at  Teneriffe, 
489,  523  ;  at  Simon's  Bay,  502,  504  ;  at  King 
George's  Sound,  630 ;  at  Dusky  Bay,  639  ;  at 
Mattavai  Bay,  640  ;  at  Owhyhee,  640  ;  at  Straits 
of  Juan  de  Fuca,  640,  66S  ;"  at  Nootka,  641 ;  at 
New  Albion,  66s  ;  at  Monterey,  680. 

voyage  of  Discovery  and  Chatham,  639-642. 

Expenditure 
estimates  of,  3,  12,  32,  33. 
on  the  colony,  369. 

of  the  civil  and  military  establishment?,  up  to 
10th  October,  1792,  664. 

Expirees 

claim  of,  to  freedom,  433,  449,  472. 
return  of,  to  England,  460. 
concessions  to,  460. 
liberation  of,  535. 
departure  of,  from  Sydney,  5G5. 
See  also  "Convicts." 

Exploration 

of  the  coast,  89. 

of  the  country,  133,  134,  155. 

by  Phillip,  of  Broken  Bay  and  the  Ha'wkesbun", 

125,  304-306. 
Blue  Mountains,  unsuccessful  attempt  to  i>ene- 

trate,  306. 
Captain  Hill's  views  upon,  368;  his  excursion 

with  Tench  and  Dawes,  371. 

Paddy,  "William 

second  lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  110,  145. 

Fairclough 

surgeon's  mate  of  Guardian,  death  of,  339. 

False  Bay 

arrival  of  the  Second  Fleet  at,  334,  338. 
departure  of  Second  P'leet  from,  338. 
arrival  of  Gorgon  at,  492. 
departure  of  Gorgon  from,  503,  506. 
arrival  of  Discoierj-  and  Chatham  at,  523. 

Farmers 

wanted  as  settlers,  153,  177,  191,  207. 
See  also  "  Free  Settlers"  and  "  Settlers." 
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Farming 


See  "Cultivation." 


Farr 
remains  as  settler,  201. 

Fawkener,  W. 
letter  from,  to  Under  Secretary  King,  501. 

Fees 

on  land  grants,  259-260. 

Ferguson,  John 
drowned  in  boat  accident,  365. 

Ferguson,  W. 

ai)p!ication  of,  as  settler,  4SG. 
letter  from,  to  Lord  Sydnej-,  486, 

Fever 
at  Batavia,  3S5,  480,  617. 
on  board  the  Snelheid,  428. 
death  of  Commissary  Miller  from,  428. 
death  of  Lieut.  Fowell  from,  475. 
on  board  the  Supply,  4S0. 
on  board  the  Pitt,  525,  526,  527. 

First  Fleet 
equipment,  &c.,  14,  20,  82,  83,  86,  92,  103. 
to  call  at  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  21,  86. 
number  of  marines  and  convicts,  34,  42,  79,  109. 

distribution  of  con\'icts  amongst  transports,  34, 
42,  79. 

Phillip's  views  upon  the  conduct  of  the  expedi- 
tion, 50. 

Phillip  to  take  charge  of,  55. 

to  call  at  Teneriffe,  86. 

to  call  at  Rio  do  Janeiro,  86. 

waiting  at  the  ilotherbank,  103. 

getting  under  sail,  104. 

clearing  the  English  Channel,  104. 

dispute  with  the  seamen,  104. 

delay  in  starting,  104 

arrival  of,  at  Santa  Cruz  (Teneriffe),  106, 107, 108 ; 

at  Kio  de  Janeiro,  10!),  112  et  seq. ;  at  Cape  of 

Good  Hope,  118,  121. 
mutiny  on  the  Scarborough,  100,  lOS. 
ammunition  forgotten,  107,  108,  111. 
number  of  convicts,  110. 
ships  of,  separate,  121. 
Australian  coast  sighted,  121. 
arrival  of,  at  Botany  Bay,  121,  170. 
removal  of,  to  Sydney,  122,  170. 

Fish 

distribution  of,  docs  not  save  salt  provisions,  100, 
362. 

scarce  and  dear,  369. 

served  in  lieu  of  salt  provisions  at  Norfolk  Island, 
390,  430. 

Fishing  • 

at  Port  Jackson  and  Botany  Bay,  382. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  398,  430. 
appliances  for,  433. 


Fishbnrn 
storcship,  55. 

receives  three  men  from  Hysona,  103. 
return  of,  delayed,  154,  160, 185,  209. 
ready  for  sea,  214. 

Flax 

to  be  cultivated,  2,  11,  89,  143. 

its  commercial  value,  19,  708. 

native  flax  found  at  Port  Jackson,  143,  707 ;  its 
strength,  70S. 

Norfolk  Island,  211,  218,  219,  401,  429,  434,  707. 

fishing-lines  made  from,  at  Norfolk  Island,  296. 

natural  growth  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  401,  429. 

flax-dressers  wanted  at  Norfolk  Island,  211,  296. 
429. 

flax-dresser  arrives  at  Norfolk  Island,  403. 

manufacture  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  434,  437,  442, 

529  ;  at  Cascade  (Norfolk  Island),  441. 
cloth  sent  to  Sydney  from  Norfolk  Island,  434. 
machinery  asked  for,  by  Hume,  434. 
seeds  of,  sent  to  S3'dney,  434,  437. 
cloth  made  from,  sent  to  England  from  Norfolk 

Island,  471. 

seeds  of,  sent  to  England,  471. 

machinery  for  manufacture  of,  required,  471. 

capture  of  New  Zealand  natives  to  teach  manu- 
facture of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  4::9  (note),  6S3, 
709. 

description  of  flax-plants  of  New  South  Wales 
and  Norfolk  Island,  707-709. 

Flora 
Captain  Hill's  description  of,  371. 


Food 


See  "  Provisions." 


Foreign  Ports 
communication  with,  prohibited,  91. 

Fortifications 
at  Norfolk  Island,  295. 

Fowell,  Lieutenant 
a  promising  otlioer,  116. 

description  by,  of  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  372, 
380-t:82. 

departure  of,  with  the  Supply  to  Batavia  for  por- 
visions,  372. 

arrival  of,  at  Batavia,  372. 

appointment  of,  as  second  lieutenant  of  the 
Supply,  372. 

account  b}-,  of  the  voyage  of  the  Sirius  from  the 
Cajic  to  Port  Jackson,  373-;i7.")  ;  of  f:vents  at 
Sydney,  375-378  ;  of  events  at  Norfolk  Island, 
379-382 ;  of  the  Supply's  voyage  to  Batavia, 
383-386. 

loss  by,  of  sketches  and  collections,  3S6. 
death  of,  from  fever,  475. 
Letters  from — 

to  Under  Secretary  Ncpean,  372. 

to  his  father,  373. 
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Free  Sattlers 
officers  and  men  as,  23,  82,  198,  347,  450,  453. 
encourajfement  of,  91,  191,  361. 

want  of,  153,  177,  191,  207,  347,  470,  534,  537,  557, 

597. 
proposal  to  send  out  families,  4i4,  590-591. 
marines  as  settlers,  450. 
Ferguson,  W.,  application  of,  486. 
marines  as  settlers  at  Norfolk  Island,  531. 
proposal  to  send  out,  by  Sutton,  580-585,  586 ; 

proposal  not  carried  out,  648  (note), 
proposal  by  Matcham,  590. 
eleven  sent  by  the  Bellona,  631  and  note. 

Freeman,  Thomas 
application  of,  for  employment,  331. 
allowance  to,  588. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  331. 

French 
at  Botany  Bay,  123,  170. 

Friendly  Islands 

voyag-e  of  the  Bounty  to,  269,  270. 
arrival  of  the  Bounty  at,  270,  690,  694. 

Friendship 

transport-ship,  55,  86,  121. 

convicts  on  board  of,  34,  42,  79. 

hospital  ship,  59. 

marines  on  board  of,  79. 

health  of  convicts  and  marines  on  board  of,  107, 
111. 

return  of,  to  England,  182, 193. 

scuttled  at  sea,  226. 

Fruit 
production  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  420. 

Fruit-trees 
brought  by  Phillip  from  Rio,  54, 113. 

Fuca 

See  "Juan  de  Fuca." 

Furzer,  James 

quartermaster  (first  lieutenant  of  marines),  106. 
110,  145. 

court-martialled,  202,  203,  215,  216. 

Gaols 
a   Sydney  Bay  (Norfolk  Island),  573. 
at  Queensborough  (Norfolk  Island),  573. 

Gardens 
given  to  marines,  189  ;  to  convicts,  362. 
to  sailors,  at  Norfolk  Island,  418. 

Gardeners 
loss  of,  352. 
of  Providence,  instructions  concerning,  502,  503. 

Garrison 

PhOlip's  view  as  to  strength  required,  310. 

George  III. 
address  of  officers  on  recovery  of,  344,  589. 
kangaroo  sent  to,  by  Phillip,  559,  566. 


Golden  Grove 

storeship,  55,  218. 

return  of,  delayed,  154,  166. 

sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  185,  194,  214. 

return  of,  to  Sydney,  210. 

discovers  a  dangerous  reef,  215. 

Gooch 

astronomer  of  Daedalus,  murder  of,  by  natives, 
at  Woahoo,  638. 

Good  Hope,  Cape  of 

See  "Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

Gorgon 

reception  ship  for  convicts,  56. 

appointment  of  Captain  Harvey  to  command  of, 

280 

superseded  by  Captain  Parker,  427. 

detention  of  ship  in  England,  465. 

arrival  of,  at  False  Bay,  492  ;  at  Simon's  Bay, 
502. 

departure  of,  from  False  Bay,  503,  506  ;  from 

Simon's  Bay,  504. 
arrival  of,  at  Table  Bay,  504,  506. 
loss  of  live  stock  on,  529,  530. 
departure  of,  from  Table  Bay,  529. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  529,  537,  553. 
specimens  of  timber  put  on  board  of,  556,  572. 
departure  of,  for  England,  with  Major  Ross  and 

marines,  596. 

Governor 

appointment  of,  62. 
powers  of,  63-67. 

succession  in  case  of  vacancy,  o7. 
See  also  "  Phillip." 

Governor-General  of  India 

See  "  Cornwallis." 

Grain 

proposal  of  Phillip  for  payment  of,  as  rent,  363. 
almost  enough  raised  at  Port  Jackson  for  con- 
sumption, 646. 


Grants 


See  "  Land  Grants.' 


Gregory,  T. 

tender  of,  for  transportation  of  convicts,  20. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  20. 

Granville 

appointment    of,    to   Home   Office,  vice  Lord 

Sydney,  247  (note),  288  (note). 
approval  by,  of  PhilliiVs  conduct,  252. 
opinion  of,  that  Norfolk  Island  should  have  been 

made  the  principal  settlement,  253. 
created  baron  (note),  422. 
suggestion  of,  to  obtain  supplies  from  Calcutta, 

459. 

remarks  of,  on  conduct  of  Ross  and  Campbell, 
460. 
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Grenville 
Letters  from — 
to  the  Admiralty,  248,  266,  451,  485, 
to  Phillip,  252,   254,  256,  260,   284,  312,  410, 

413,  414,  457,  463. 
to  the  Secretary  at  War,  278,  287,  474. 
to  Lieut.  Shapcote,  284. 
to  Lieut.-Governor  Kin^',  2SS. 
to  Lord  Coniwallis,  403,  66G. 
to  Sir  Gecirge  Yonge,  491. 
Letters  to — 
from  Banks,  247,  456. 
from  Phillip,  343,  351,  353,  354,  356,  358,  465, 

469,  472,  473,  4S3,  484,  532,  542,  543,  546,  551, 

559,  664,  566,  669. 
from  Ross,  402. 

from  Lieut.-Governor  King,  455. 
from  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor-General, 

462. 

Grenville  Valley 
(Xorfolk  Island),  579. 

Grimes,  Charles 
appointment  of,  as  deputy  surveyor  of  roads  at 

Norfolk  Island,  415. 
departure  of,  from  Sydney  for  Norfolk  Island, 

543. 

statement  by,  as  to  condition  of  Norfolk  Island, 
671-672. 

Grose 

appointment  of,  to  the  command  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  249. 

proposals  of,  as  to  raising  of  corps,  250,  251,  266. 

appointment  of,  as  Lieut.-Governor,  by  com- 
mission, 282. 

liberation  by,  of  a  soldier,  and  reprunand  of,  342  ; 
explanation  b}-,  343. 

New  South  Wales  Corps  raised  by,  (note)  356. 

apjilication  by,  that  two  marines  may  be  turned 
over  to  the  navy,  373. 

application  bv,  for  court-martial  on  Ensign 
Uuberly,  404. 

withdrawal  of  request,  405. 

complaint  of,  as  to  accommodation  on  board  the 
Gorgon,  410. 

returns  of  New  South  Wales  Corps  sent  by,  432, 
526. 

arrival  of,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  525. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  595,  613. 

favourable  opinion  of,   regarding  the  uountrv, 

613. 
seeds  sent  by,  to  Nepean,  614. 
complaints  of,   as  to  treatment  of  New  South 

Wales  Cori's,  652,  672,  673. 
Letters  from — 

to  Under  Secretary  Nepean,  266,  432,  525,  613. 

to  Sir  George  Yonge,  343,  373,  404,  480,  485, 
491. 

to  Under  Sccretarj'  Lewis,  353,  405,  420,  072. 

to  Phillip,  652. 
Letters  to — 

from  Sir  George  Yonge,  249,  251,  342,  464,  491. 

from  Under  Secretary  Lewis,  27S,  279,  351, 
405,  487. 


Guardian 
sent  out  with  provisions,  &c.,  230  (note). 
Sir  Joseph  Banks's  proposal  to  send  out  useful 

plants  and  trees  bj-,  247-248. 
approval  of  proposal  by  Government,  248-249. 
fanner  superintendents  to  be  sent  out  by,  261 ; 

list  of,  262. 
arrival  of,  at  Table  Bay,  283,  406. 
striking  of,  on  an  iceberg,  287,  310,  405. 
return  of,  to  Table  Bay,  310. 
serious  state  of,  311,  317. 
survivors  of,  318  and  note, 
repair  of,  impossible,  336  and  note, 
beached  at  Table  Bay,  337. 
her  convicts  sent  to  Sydney  from  the  Cape,  338. 
Riou  proposes  that  they  should  be  rewarded, 

338. 
Riou's  conduct  approved  of  by  the  Admiralty, 

406. 
instructions  from  the  Admiralty,  406. 
payment  to  the  Dutch  East  India  Comjmny  for 

services,  408. 
provisions  of,  saved,  408. 

storehouses  for  stores  of,  hired  at  the  Cape,  494. 
stores  of,  ordered  to  be  sold,  507. 
convicts  of,  pardoned,  414,  542. 
purchase  of  plants  for,  by  Banks,  551. 
observations  of  Dundas  concerning  loss  of,  585 

Gulf  of  Juan  de  Fuca 
survey  of,  501. 

Hammond,  Sir  A.  S. 

recommendation  of  a,  draftsman  by,  23. 
recommendation  of  Surgeon  White  by,  25. 
letters  from,  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean,  23,  25 
letter  to,  from  Surgeon  White,  675. 

Hanson,  Lieut. 

sent  by  Vancouver  to  Port  Jackson,  in  charge  of 

Daedalus,  667. 
Vancouver's  instructions  to,  681-683. 

Harris,  J.  W. 
letter  from,  to  CTayton,  S.  W.,  340 

Harvest 

at  Rose  Hill,  299. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  629,  572,  672. 

at  Port  Jackson,  fill,  645. 

See  also  "  Crops." 

Harvey,  Captain 
appointment  of,  to  the  Gorgon,  2S0. 
report  of  mutiny  on  the  Gorgon,  420 ;  denial 

of  report  by  Grose,  420. 
superseded  by  Captain  Parker,  427. 
letters  from,  to  Banks,  280,  627. 

Hawkesbury 
exploration  and  description  of,  bv  Phillip,  125, 

305,  306. 
navigable  for  ships,  305. 
character  of  its  banks,  305,  711. 
connection  of,  with  the  Nejiean,  300. 
settlement  of,  deferred,  350. 
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Hawkesbury,  lord 
President  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  305  (note), 
name  of,  given  to  river  by  Phillip,  305. 

Health 

of   marines  and  convicts,  40,  48,  51,  55,  78,  79, 
107,  109-111,  119,  126. 
See  also  "Illness,"  "  Sicljness,"  "Medicines,"  and 
"Hospitals."  ♦ 

Hemming,  Private 

services  of,  201. 

Hergest,  Lieutenant 
in  command  of  Dscdalus,  499. 
instructions  to,  500. 
murder  of,  by  natives  at  Woahoo,  638-639. 

Hill,  Francis 

lost  in  tlie  bush,  378. 

Hill,  Captain 
account  by,  of  voyage  of  the  Surprize,  366-368. 
ship  unseaworthy,  367. 
convicts  illtreated,  367. 
views  on  exploration,  368. 
account  of  Sydney,  368-369. 
kang-aroo-shooting-,  369. 
privations,  369-370. 
high  charges  for  provisions,  370. 
no  land  granted  to  marines,  370. 
accuses  Phillip  of  meanness  in  govenmient,  370. 
describes  plants  and  birds,  371. 
the  emu  as  food,  371. 
letter  to  Wathen  (and  note),  366. 

History  Board 

appointment  of,  ix. 

members  of,  ix. 

recommendation  made  by,  ix-x. 

adoption  of  recommendation  by  the  ColonKil 
Treasurer,  x. 

Home  Department 
direction  by,  of  Colonial  affairs,  xiii. 
letter  from,  to  Under  Secretary  Lewis,  282. 

Hood,  Viscount 

one  of  the  Lords  of  Admiralty,  118. 

Hospitals 

Phillip  foresees  need  of,  51. 

building  of,  at  Sydney,  148  ;  at  Norfolk  Island, 
441. 

necessaries  for  use  in,  46,  82,  92,  103,  142,  155, 
183,  188. 

See  also  "  Medicines.' 

Hospital  Ship 
necessity  for,  59,  82. 

House,  "William 
discharged  from  Discovery  owing  to  illness,  681. 


Howe,  lord 

disapproval  by,  of  Matra's  proposal,  10. 

opinion  of,  regarding  Phillii),  22. 

promise  by,  to  marines  of  allowance  of  spirits, 
101. 

attitude  of,  to  Captain  Bligh,  117. 

Island  named  after  him,  126. 

letters  from,  to  Lord  Sydney,  10,  22. 

Hume,  Andrew- 
manufacture  of  flax  by,  434,  441,  442. 
seeds  and  samples  of  flax  manufactured  sent  to 
Sydney  by,  434. 

machinery  for  flax-dressing  asked  for  by,  434. 
permission  to  become  a  settler  granted  to,  663. 
letter  from,  to  Phillip,  434. 

Hunt,  Joseph 
court-martialled,  140. 

Hunter 

second  captain  of  the  Sirius,  37,  88,  96. 
to  succeed  in  case  of  Phillip's  death,  94. 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
member  of  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  98. 
sent  to  the  Cape  for  grain,  188,  224. 
arrival  of,  at  the  Cape,  224  ;  departure  of,  for 
Sydney,  372  ;  arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  375. 

departure  of,  in  connuand  of  Sirius  for  Norfolk 
Island,  395. 

arrival  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  395. 

reports  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  326,  395-396. 

return  of,  from  Norfolk  Island  to  Sydney,  465. 

arrival  of,  at  Portsmouth  in  tlie  Waaksamheyd, 

account  by,  of  voyage  of  Waaksamheyd,  616-618. 
assistance  to,  given  by  Bligh  at  the  Cape,  617. 
report  by,  of  fever  among  crew  of  Waaksamheyd, 

617. 
court-martial  on,  618. 
acquittal  of,  by  court-martial,  618  (note), 
report  by,  of  wreck  of  Sandwich,  618. 
assistance  given  to  crew  of  Sandwich  by,  618,  619. 
report  by,  of  detention  of  British  seamen  at  the 

Cape,  619. 

measures  for  their  release  taken  by,  619,  620. 
approval  of  conduct  by  Admiralty,  621. 
surveys  of,  in  New  South  Wales,  626. 
letters  from,  to  Stephens  (Admiralty),  224,  225, 

227,  395,  616,  618. 
letters  to,  from  Stephens,  601,  616,  618,  620,  626. 

Hysena 

to  accompany  the  fleet  down  the  channel,  94. 
transfer  of  three  men  from,  to  the  Fishbum,  105. 
return  of,  to  Plymouth,  witli  despatches,  105. 

Illness 

prevention  of,  46,  43,  82,  92,  142. 

extent  of,  48,  51,  55,  58,  78,  79, 107,  109,  111,  119, 
142,  155,  172. 

officers  return  ill  to  England,  144,  145. 

illness  of  Capt.-lieut.  Meredith,  216  ;  of  Lieuten- 
ant Johnstone,  448,  449 ;  of  P.  G.  King,  454, 
455  ;  of  Phillip,  xxi  (note)  ;  483,  559,  613. 
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Implements 


See  "  Tools." 


India 
suiiply  of  provisions  from,  403,  459,  477,  47S, 

OTl),  5S(i,  079. 
proposal  of  BiaJulph  to  send  provisions  from, 

5U3. 
proposed  purchase  of  supplies  at  Calcutta,  COO. 
proposal  of  Lambert,  Ross,  &  Biddulph  to  send 

supplies  from,  5SC,  G04-C09. 
of  Cochrane,  649. 

samples  of  clothing  received  from,  G28. 
recommended  by  Dundas  for  supply  of  live  stock, 

031. 
inferiority  of  pro\isions  from,  044. 
live  stock  from,  death  of  on  passage,  645. 
Governor-General  of,  requested  by  Grenville  to 

send  supplies  to  New  South  Wales,  660,  679. 
See  also  "  Bengal "  and  "  Calcutta. ' 


Indian  Corn 


See  "  Maize." 


Indigo 
plants  procured  by  Phillip,  113. 
cultivation  of,  at  Xorfolk  Island,  438. 

Instructions 

to  Phillip,  84-91. 

to  King  as  Commandant  of  Xorfolk  Island,  137- 

138. 
additional  instructions  to  Phillip,  256-200. 
instructions  to  Ross  as  Conuuaudant  of  Norfolk 

Island,  314-316. 
to  marine  surveyors,  456,  457. 

Iron-ore 
discovery  of,  222. 

Islands 

live  stock  to  be  obtained  from,  88. 

women  to  be  obtained  from,  90. 

l)roposal  to  obtain    women    from  islands    not 
carried  out,  90  (note). 

voyage  of  the  Bounty  to  Society  and  Friendly 
islands,  269-270. 

arrival  of  Bounty  at  Society  Islands,  270,  C93.   . 

arrival  of  Bounty  at  Friendly  Islands,  270,  690, 
694. 

Lord    Howe,   discovery    of   by   Ball,   126 ;    no 
anchorage  at,  296,  301. 

turtle-catching  at  Lord  Howe  Island  disappoint- 
ing, 146,  301. 

Middleton's,  295  (note). 

Mewstone,  340  (note). 

Sirius  named  by  Ball,  383. 

Swilly,  discovered  by  Furneau.\,  374  (note). 

Tench's,  situation  of,  384. 

Chatham,  discovery  of,  l)y  Vancou\er,  669. 

Vancouver,  circumnavigation  of,  453  (note). 
See  also  "Norfolk  Island." 

Isolation 
danger  of,  to  settlers,  537. 


Jamison,  Thomas 
assistant  surgeon,  219. 
continuation  of  commission  as  assistant  surgeon 

at  Norfolk  Island  requested  by  Phillip,  473. 
appointment  of,  475. 

Japan 
trade  with,  4. 

Jervis  Bay 
discovery  of,  by  Lieutenant  Bowen,  548,  553. 
report  oil,  by  master  of  Matilda,  550,  558. 

Johnson,  Colonel 
letter  to,  from  Sir  George  Yonge,  255. 

Johnson,  Eev.  Richard 
commission  of,  27. 
chaplain,  27,  42. 
salary  of,  33. 
description  by.  of  condition  of  convicts  in  Second 

Fleet,  3S0-389. 
convicts  illtreated,  388. 
their  treatment  of  each  other,  388. 
temporary  employment  of,  at  Norfolk  Island, 

564. 
complaintof ,  regarding  neglect  of  public  worship, 

594. 
injury  to  health  from  exposure,  594,  602. 
complaint    of,    regarding    want    of    places    ot 

worship,  602,  603. 
Letters  from — 

to  Nepean,  ISl. 

to  Thornton,  386. 

to  Phillip,  594,  601. 

Johnston,  Geo. 
first  lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  145. 
period  of  service,  201. 
promotion  of,  228,  229. 

Johnstone,  John 

first  lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  110,  115. 

period  of  service  of,  201. 

appointed  adjutant-general  of  Norfolk  Island, 

321. 
illness  of,  448,  449. 

Johnstone,  J. 
letter  from,  to  Berteret,  523. 

Juan  de  Fuca 
straits  of,  to  be  examined,  453. 
gulf  of,  501. 

visit  of  the  Chatham  and  Discovery  to,  640. 
examination  of,  by  Vancouver,  668. 

Judge-Advocate 

Collins,  20,  43,  100,  110,  145. 
salary  of,  33. 
warrant  of,  43. 
to  administer  oaths,  75. 
offered  a  captaincy,  228. 

application  of  Collins  for  leave  of  absence,  674, 
675  ;  leave  postponed,  674  (note). 
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Justices  of  the  Peace 

Governor,     Lieutenant-Governor,     and    Judge- 

Advccate  to  be  justices,  75. 
powers  of  justices,  76. 

Justinian 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  354,  300. 

departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island  and  China,  393. 

escape  of,  from  shipwreck,  Cl'2. 

return  of,  to  Sydney,  612. 

Karkolang  Island 

scon  from  the  Supply,  3S4. 

Kangaroo 
Phillip  sends  one  home  to  Lord  Sjdney,  180. 
two  sorts  of,  192. 
and  other  animrds,  222,  223. 
Phillip  sends  one  to  the  King',  559,  506. 
kangaroo-shooting',  369. 

Kellow,  Robert 

iirst  lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  145. 
member  of  court-martial,  under  arrest,  139,160. 
desires  to  be  relieved,  165. 
suspension  of,  449. 

Ksltie,  J. 
master  of  Sirius,  115. 

Kent 

appointment  of,  as  surgeon  of  the  Boddingtons, 

*678. 
instructions  given  to,  678. 
etter  to,  from  Stephens,  678. 

Kent,  Lieut. 
letter  to,  from  Stephens,  335. 

Kerstan 
offer  bv,  to  supjsly  provisions  at  the  Cape,  492, 
4J5.  ■ 

Kinar,  Jolin 

aiipnintment  of,  as  Under  Secretary  at  Home 

Office  in  Nepean's  absence,  589. 
succeeds  Nepean,  683  (note). 
Letters  from — 

to  Phillip,  589,  621,  683. 

to  L'nder  Secretary  Lewis,  621. 
Letters  to — 

from  Commissary  Palmer,  559. 

from  Sutton,  581,  582,  583. 

from  W.  Fawkener,  591. 

from  Phillip,  650,  665. 

Kin?,  P.  G. 

pajiers  of,  lent  to  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment, xi,  xv-xvi. 

member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
member  of  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  98. 
despatched  to  Norfolk  Island,  124,  172. 
appointment   of,  as    Commandant  of   Norfolk 
Island,  136. 

commission  of,  as  Commandant,  136 ;  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, 287. 


King,  P.  G. 
instructions  from  Phillip,  137. 
Phillip's  high  opinion  of,  124,  179,  301,  327,  32S. 
reconunendation  of,  for  promotion,  bv  Philli|>, 

179,  301,  327,  328. 
appointment  of,  as  Lieut.-Governor  of  Norfolk 

Island,  286,  401,  587. 
annual  allowance  for,  288. 
recall  (as  Commandant)  of,  from  Norfolk  Island, 

by  Phillip,  and  return  of  as  Lieut.-Governor, 

326. 
departure  of,  for  England,  383. 
arrival  of,  at  Batavia  in  the  Supjily,  428. 
departure  of,  from  Batavia  in  the    Snelheid, 

428. 
putrid  fever  on  board,  428. 
arrival  of,  at  Mauritius,  428. 
arrival  of,  at  the  Cape,  428. 
arrival  of,  in  London,  428. 
description  of  Norfolk  Island  bj-,  428-431. 
letter-book  of,  433  and  note, 
illness  of,  in  London,  454,  455. 

request  by,  for  passage  in  the  Gorgon,  456  and 
note. 

services  of,  recognised,  461. 

promotion  of,  to  rank  of  commander,  (note)  474. 

arrival  of,  at  Teneriffe,  486. 

suggestion  by,  re  flax  manufacture,  486. 

arrival  of,  at  Port  Praya,  488. 

arrival  of,  at  the  Cape,  492. 

purchase  by,  of  live  stock  at  the  Cape,  493,  495, 
505. 

departure  of,  from  the  Cape,  529. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  529. 

departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  554. 

arrival  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  562. 

Letters  from — 

to  Nepean,  427,  432,  454,  455,  486,  438,  492. 
495,  497,  503,  504,  506,  529,  530,  562. 

to  Grcnville,  455. 

to  Buckingham,  528. 

to  Phillip,  572,  656  (extract). 
Letters  to — 

from  Grenville,  288. 

from  Stephens,  433,  434. 

King  George's  Sound 

visit  of  Discovery  and  Chatham  to,  639,  668. 
discovery  of,  by  Vancouver,  639. 

Kitty 

remittance  to  be  sent  by,  588,  589. 
stores  and  convicts  to  be  sent  by,  589. 

Knight 
private,  court-martialled,  199. 

Koepang 

See  "Timor." 

Lahonr 

convict,  349. 

want  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  574. 
scarcity  of,  at  Sjxlney,  602,  654. 
hours  of,  at  Port  Jackson,  CIO. 
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Lady  Jaliana 
transiiort-sliip,  231. 
arrival  of,  at  Table  Bay,  323,  493. 
births  and  tleatlis  on  board  of,  323. 
departure  of,  from  Table  Baj',  33S. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  345. 
sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  350. 
and  to  China,  3S9. 
nieniorandun;  of  contract,  423. 
escape  of,  from  shipwreck,  C12. 
return  of,  to  Sydney,  612. 

Lady  Penrhyn 

transport-ship,  55,  86,  126,  136. 

con\icts  on  board  of,  34,  42,  79. 

for  female  convicts,  43. 

overcrowdinj,'  on  board  of,  46,  7". 

health  of  her  marines  and  convicts,  59,  107,  111. 

marines  on  board  of,  79. 

a  bad  sailer,  105. 

surgeon  of,  superseded,  120. 

discharge  of,  126,  136, 146. 

Lake  Narrabeen 
explored  by  Phillip,  133. 

Lambert,  Eoss,  and  Biddulph 

proposal  of,    to   send  supplies    from   Calcutta, 

5S6,  604-009,  679. 
Letters  from — 

to  Dundas,  604. 

to  Phillip,  608. 

Land 

fit  for  cultivation  near  settlement,  131. 

Phillip's  reports  on,  134,  177. 

under  cultivation,  152. 

Ross's  reports  on,  172,  173,  176. 

at  Rose  Hill,  189,  198. 

special  reservations  on,  258. 

reservation  of,  for  church  and  school  purposes, 

259. 
good  quality  of,   between   Rose  Hill   and   the 

Nepean,  306. 

payment  of  rent  in  grain  suggested  by  Phillii), 

363. 
complaint  of  Captain  Hill  that  none  is  given  to 

the  marines,  370. 
grant  of,  to  Ruse,  349  ;^note),  536  and  note,  592. 
grant  of,  to  settlers  at  Parramatta  and  Norfolk 

Island,  540-541. 
grant  of,  to  settlers  at  Norfolk  Island,  502. 

area  of,  available  for  cultivation   at   Norfolk 

Island,  .562. 
boundaries  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  574. 
reservation  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  for  church  and 

school  j)urp<)ses,  and  for  the  Crown,  656. 

gratit  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  to  Lieut. -Governor 
King,  656. 

desire  of  convict  settlers  at  Norfolk  Island  to 
sell,  656,  057. 

restrictions  imposed  by  Lieut.-Governor  King, 
656,  657. 


Land  Grants 

to  convicts,  7. 

to  emancipated  convicts,  90. 
to  seamen  and  marines,  53,  256. 
to  settlers,  256. 

Phillip's  jiowcr  to  make,  55,  60. 
conditions  of,  177,  256,  258. 
to  officers,  223. 
fees,  259,  260. 
registrar  of,  wanted,  557. 
issue  of  first,  to  Ruse,  592. 
Phillip's  action  respecting,  approved  by  Dundas, 
632. 

Landmark 

at  South  Head,  394,  590. 

Lansdowne  Hills 
named  by  PhiUip,  133. 

La  Perouse 
at  Botany  Bay,  123,  170. 

letters  and  despatches  of,  taken  from  Sydney  for 
the  French  Ambassador,  178. 

Law,  Martial 

See  "  Martial  Law." 

Law  Officers 

opinion  of,  re  officers  and  criminal  court,  462- 
463,  537. 

Lemon-trees 
at  Norfolk  Island,  43?, 

Leopard 

arrival  of,  at  the  Cape,  in  command  of  Captain 
Blankett,  408. 

Lewis,  Under  Secretary 
Letters  from — 

to  Grose,  278,  279,  351,  405,  487. 
Letters  to — 

from  Nepean,  279. 

from  Home  Department,  282. 

from  Grose,  353,  405,  420,  672. 

from  King  (Under  Secretary),  021. 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Ross's  commission  as,  26. 
salary  of,  33. 

appointment  of  Grose  as,  356  (note), 
appointment  of  King  to  Norfolk  Island,  286,  287, 
461,  587. 

Lime 

manufacture  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  574. 

Limestone 
want  of,  547. 

Live  Stock 
live  stock  and  seeds  to  be  taken  to  settlement, 

18. 
to  be  procured  on  voyage,  3, 12,  15,  86. 
to  be  obtained  from  islands,  15,  88,  127,  168. 
preservation  of  live  stock,  53,  88. 
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Live  Stock 
all  well  at  Rio,  IIC. 

cattle  and  seed  taken  on  board  at  the  Cape,  119. 
los3  of,  lie,  135,  149,  152,  167,  173,  192,  208. 
sheep  not  thriving,  143. 
account  of  stock,  151,  549. 
li\-e  stock  thrive  on  Norfolk  Island,  187,  400. 
loss  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  443. 
black  cattle,  want  of,  471. 
purchase  of  live  stock,  at  the  Cape,   by  King, 

493,  495,  505. 
proposed   purchase  of,  by  Vancouver,  for  the 

Sandwich  Islands,  520. 
loss  of,  on  Gorgon,  529,  530  ;  number  bought  and 

number  saved,  531-532. 
want  of,  569,  596,  597. 
despatch  of  Dsdalus  to  India  for,  recommended 

by  Dundas,  631 
death  of,  on  passage  from  Calcutta,  645. 
,     a  vessel  to  be  freighted  with,  in  India,  iJ79. 
despatch  of,  from  Monterey,  by  the  Diedalus, 

680. 
Phillip's  opinion  as  to  procuring  supplies  of,  646. 
Vancouver's  intention  to  send  cattle  and  sheep 

from  New  Albion.  667. 

long,  Jolin 

adjutant,  second  lieutenant  of  marines,  106, 110, 
145. 

Lord  Howe  Island 
discovery  of,  by  Lieutenant  Ball,  126. 
no  anchorage  at,  296,  301. 
turtle-catching  at,  disappointing,  14C,  301. 

Lunatics 
custody  of,  64. 

Macarthur,  Lieittenant 
difference  of,  \\'ith  Captain  Nepcan,  629. 

Macaulay,  Alderman 

letter  to,  from  Captain  Manning,  527. 

Macaulay,  T. 
tenders  for  transportation  of  convicts,  20. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  20. 

Maize 

at  Norfolk  Island,  431,  438,  658. 

harvest  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  572. 

at  Port  Jackson,  611. 

good  yield  of,  at  Port  Jackson,  645. 

theft  of,  by  convicts,  645. 

death  caused  by  eating  of,  in  crude  state,  645. 

destruction  of,  by  grubs,  658. 

Manly  Cove 

named  by  Phillip,  129. 

capture  of  Aranbanoo  at,  298. 

wounding  of  Phillip  by  native  at,  441  (note). 

Manning,  Captain 
account  by,  of  fever  on  board  the  Pitt,  526-528. 
letter  from,  to  Alderman  Macaulay,  526- 


Manning,  Private 

continues  as  soldier,  201. 

Manuscripts 
non-preservation  of,  x,  xxxiii. 
probable  destruction  of,  xi-xii. 
papers  of  Governor  King  lent  to  Go^  ernment, 

xi,  xv-xvi. 
transcription  of,  in  London,  xii-xiv. 
purchase  of  Banks  Papers  from  Lord  Brabourne, 

XV. 

Marines 

formation  of  corps  of,  14,  21,  22,  23. 

term  of  service,  22,  23,  201. 

settlement  of,  after  service,  22,  23,  198,  201. 

provisions,  victualling,  equipment,  &c.,  29,  30, 

32,  40,  41,  48,  49,  50,  54,  56,  101,  102,  174. 
wives  of,  29,  40,  42,  48,  78,  195. 
health  of,  40,  48,  55,  78,  79,  107,  109,  111,  172. 
returns  relating  to,  79,  106,  201,  526,  567,  667. 
promises  of  zeal,  93. 
Phillip  able  to  discharge,  95. 
anticipate  perils  before  starting,  101. 
under  canvas,  171. 
spirits  allowed,  174. 
clothing  for,  175,  199. 
gardens  of,  189. 
officers  and  men  who  desire  to  remain  in  colon}', 

201. 
officers  object  to  form   court-martial,  205-206, 

216. 
grievances  of,  212. 
quarters  of,  148,  196,  218. 
Phillip's  troubles  with,  138, 153, 169, 172, 173, 176, 

195,  212,  229,  289-291. 
detachment  to  be  relieved,  232,  254. 
grants  of  land  to,  25G,  257. 

six  hanged  at  Sydney  for  robbing  the  stores,  297. 
one  transported  to  Norfolk  Island,  298. 
two  lost  in  the  bush,  298. 
loss  of  officers'  eilects  at  Norfolk  Island,  320. 
two  companies  of,  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  in  the 

Sirius,  325. 
complaints  of,  466. 
petition  of  officers  of,  482. 
settlers  at  Norfolk  Island,  531, 554,  571  ;  at  Parra- 

matta,  571. 
detention  of,  at  Sydney,  542,  554. 
embarkation  of ,  on  Gorgon  for  England,  569,  571. 

Marine  Officers 

letters  from,  to  Phillip,  243. 

Marine  Surveyors 

instructions  for,  456-457. 

Marriage 
to  be  encouraged,  52. 
with  native  women,  52. 
with  women  from  islands,  53. 
Phillip  commended  for  promotion  of,  252. 

Marsden,  Eev.  S. 

appointment  of,  as  assistant  chaplain,  634  note). 
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Marshall,  Captain 
letters  to,  from  Stcpliens  56,  60,  CI. 

Marshall,  Lieatenant  S.  E. 

rccoiiiiuemled  by  the  Admiralty  as  superinten- 
dent on  board"  the  Lady  Juliana,  232. 
appointment  declined  by,  235. 

Martial  Law  ' 

Phillip  given  power  to  proclaim,  04,  65. 
proclamation  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  319,  320,  327, 

3S1. 
discontinuance  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  439. 

Martin,  Henry 
ComiiiroUcr  of  the  Navj-,  427. 

Mary  Ann 
tonnage,  &c.,  422. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  532. 
return  of,  from  sealing,  556,  558. 

Maskelyne,  Dr. 
desire  of,  to  send  almanacs  and  transit  instru- 
ment to  Sydney  Obser\atory,  431. 

Masson,  Francis 

work  of,  as  botanist  at  the  Cape,  50G  and  note, 
accompanies  Lieutenant  Menzies  on  excursions 
at  the  Cape,  522. 

Matcham,  G. 
proposal  of,  to  send  out  settlers,  590-591 ;  and  to 

purchase  land,  C15. 
Letters  from — 

to  Alex.  Davidson,  590. 

to  Maurice  Nelson,  615. 

Matilda 
tonnage,  &c.,  422. 

report  by  master  on  Jervis  Bay,  550. 
return  of,  from  sealing,  556,  558. 
loss  of,  on  a  shoal,  and  arrival  of  crew  at  Otaheite, 

082  and  note, 
instructions  to  Lieutenant  Hanson  by  Vancouver 

to  take  the  crew  on  board  the  Daidalus,  682. 

Matra 

probable  origin  of,  xxiv-xxvi. 

proposal  of,  for  settlement  of  New  South  Wales 
laid  before  English  Government  (Fox  and 
North's),  xxvi ;  before  Lord  Sydney,  xxvi. 

text  of  proposal,  1-8. 

Lord  Howe's  opinion  of  proposal,  10. 

letter  from,  to  Nepean,  8. 

letter  to,  from  De  Lancey,  9. 

Maxwell,  G.  W. 
lieutenant  of  Sirius,  member  of  court  for  trial  of 

pirates,  81. 
member  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  98. 
return  of,  to  England  through  ill-health,  144, 145, 

IGO,  475. 
death  of,  017. 

Maxwell,  James 
first  lieutenant  of  marines,  100. 
captain-lieutenant,  110. 
illness  of,  and  return  to  England,  166. 


Medicines 
for  convicts  and  marines,  10,  4S,  113,  175. 
want  of,  by  New  South  Wales  Corjjs,  505. 


Men-of-v/ar 


See  "  Ships." 


Menzies,  Lieut. 
instructions  for,  424-420. 

memoranda  concerning,  by  Sir  J.  Banks,  426, 427, 
dispute  with  Captain  Vanconvcr,  470,  477. 
complaints  of,  480,  481. 
arrival  of,  at  Teneriife,  489. 
account  by,  of  attack  on  Chatham's  people,  490 
arrival  of,  at  Simon's  Bay,  502. 
accompanied  by  Masson  on  excursions  at  the 

Cape,  52-'. 
account  by,  of  Daedalus  massacre,  638-039. 
account  by,  of  voyage  oi  Discovery  and  Chatham, 

639,  642. 
appointment  of,  as  surgeon  of  Discovery,  642. 
seeds  fbr  the  King's  gardens  sent  by,  642. 
letters  from,  to  Banks,  476, 4S0,  489, 502,  521,  638. 

Meredith 
captain-lieutenant  of  marines,  100,  110,  145. 
illness  of,  216. 
succeeds  Captain  Shea,  229. 
suspension  of,  by  Major  Koss.  324. 

Mewstone  Island 
situation  of,  340  (note)  ;  374  (note). 

Middleton,  Sir  Charles 
Comptroller  of  the  Navy,  38  (note), 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  35,  42,  91. 
letter  to,  from  Nepean,  32,  34. 

Middleton  Reef  and  Shoals 
seen  from  the  Supply,  215  and  note,  385. 
report  concerning,  by  Lieutenant  Shortland,  295  ; 
description  of,  295  (note). 

Military 
proposal  to  foiin  a  corps  to  take  the  place  of 
marines,  38. 

See  also  "  Marines." 

Miller,  Andrew 
commissary,  77.  81,  90. 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
member  of  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  98. 
resignation  of,  328. 
recommendation  of,  by  Phillip,  328. 
death  of,  from  fever,  428. 

Miller,  Master 
agreement  with,  621-622. 

Miller  and  Millwright 
want  of,  305. 

Mills 
irun-mills  undesirable,  364. 
windmills  asked  for,  304. 
want  of,  557,  500,  597. 
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Millstones 
at  Teneriffe,  488. 
want  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  531. 

Minerals 

existence  of,  suspected,  190,  222. 

Money 

absence  of,  557. 

sent  by  the  Kitty,  5SS,  5S9. 

Monopoly 

at  the  Cape,  410. 

Monterey 
arrival  of  Discovery  and  Chatham  at,  G8D. 

Monte  Video 

expedition  against,  114. 

Moorsom,  Lieutenant 

in  charije  of  the  Ariel,  117. 

Morley,  Roger 
services  of,  as  storekeeper  and  deputy  commis- 
sary at  Norfolk  Island,  481. 
retirement  of,  647. 

Morton,  M. 
master  of  the  Sirius,  disabled  at  Santa  Cruz,  115. 

Mount  Pitt 

birds  killed  for  food  at,  398. 
deep  soil  at,  429. 

Mudge,  Lieutenant 
despatches  from  Vancouver  taken  by,  642. 

Mutiny 

Phillip's  powers  in  case  of,  65. 

on  board  the  Scarboroug-h,  106,  108. 

of  New  South  Wales  Corps  on  the  Gorgon,  re- 
ported by  Captain  Harvey,  420. 

denied  by  Major  Grose,  420  ;  his  explanation 
420-421. 

on  board  Albemarle,  487-488,  489. 

Nantarry 
recovers  from  small-pox,  376. 

Natives 

barter  with,  43,  53,  54. 
protection  against,  52,  87,  170. 
concihation  of,  52,  89,  177,  180. 
intermarriage  with,  52. 
slavery  not  to  be  permitted,  53. 
Phillip  instructed  to  report  upon,  89-90. 
Phillip's  observations  on,  128  et  seq. 

habits  and  customs  of,  129  et  seq,  134,  191,  192, 
222,  309,  310. 

number  of,  estimated,  133,  153,  177,  191-192. 

clothing  for,  143. 

murders  by,  146,  148,  167, 171,  208,  298. 

Phillip's  treatment  of,  149,  177. 

inland,  149. 

murder  of,  150. 


Natives 
starving,  150, 178. 
food  of,  192. 

relations  with  settlers,  214. 
capture  of  Aranbanoo  at  Manly,  298,  376 ;  his 

death  from  small-pox,  298,  308  ;    capture  of 

two  natives  (Coleby  and  Bennilong),  one  of 

whom  escapes,  300,' 309,  378. 
burning  of  country  by,  300,  307,  554. 
friendliness  of,  308. 
deaths  from  small-pox,  308,  376  ;  a  boy  and  girl 

recover     from     small-pox     (Nanbarry     and 

Aboren),  376. 
tribes  and  tribal  customs,  309,  310. 
boy  and  girl  at  the  settlement,  370. 
of  New  Zealand,  capture  of,  429  (note),  683  and 

note  ;  employment  of,  in  flax  manufacture  at 

Norfolk  Island,  709 ;  return  of,  to  New  Zealand, 

709. 

Navy  Board 
Letters  to — 
from  Stephens,  36,  44,  46,  55,  58,  60. 

Nelson 
botanist  on  board  of  Bounty,  117  (note), 
death  of,  at  Koepang,  278,  702. 

Nelson,  Maurice 
letters  to,  from  G.  Matcham,  615. 

Nepean 
connection  of,  with  the  Hawkesbury,  306. 
trees  on  the,  710. 

Nepean,  Captain  Nicholas 

dispute  with  Lieutenant  Macarthur,  629    and 
note. 

Nepean,  Evan 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  3. 
departure  of,  for  West  Indies,  589. 
seeds  sent  to,  bj-  Grose,  614. 
succeeded  by  John  King,  683  (note). 
Letters  from — 

to  Sir  C.  Middleton  (Navy),  32,  34. 

to  Thomas,  41. 

to  Shelton,  42. 

to  Phillip,  102,  253. 

to  Kent  (surgeon),  678. 
Letters  to — 

from  Macaulay  and  Gregory,  20. 

from  Sir  A.  S.  Hammond,  23  25. 

from  Phillip,  30,  45,  46,  54,  58,  77,  101,  102, 
105,  106,  107,  108,  111,  114  116, 120, 142, 151, 
178,  180,  182,  218,  219,  228,  301,  327,  328,  329, 
330,  331,  345,  346,  354,  364,  389,  393,  394,  481, 
484,  555,  565,  566,  610,  628,  669. 

from  Captain  Teer,  33. 

from  Sir  Charles  Middleton  (Navy),  35,  42,  91. 

from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stirling,  37. 

from  Stephens  (Admiralty),  47. 

from  Duncan  Campbell,  47. 

from  Surgeon  White,  49. 

from  Ross,  57,  83,  92,  176,  212. 

from  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  181. 
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Nepean,  Evan 

Letters  to — 
from  Collins,  209. 
from  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  22i). 
from  "W.  Raleigh,"  233. 
from  Grose,  266,  432,  525,  613. 
from  Sur!,'eon  Alley,  323. 
from  Thos.  Freeman,  331. 
from  Fowell,  372. 
from  S.  Enderby,  407. 
from  Lord  Sydney,  422. 
from  A.  Calvert,  422. 
from  P.  G.  Kins,  427,  432,  454,  455,  486,  488, 

492,  495,  497,  503,  504,  506,  529,  530,  562. 
from  Banks,  501,  502,  550. 
from  Vancouver,  504. 
from  Bradley,  616. 
from  Dilkes,  636. 
from  Richards,  670. 
from  J.  Bowen,  673. 

Neptune 

arrival  of,  at  False  Bay,  334,  338. 

departure  from  False  Bay,  338. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  353. 

deaths  on  board,  334,  355. 

convicts  ill-treated,  388,  590  ;  inquiiT  concerning, 
588,  590,  6-23. 

arrival  of,  at  Table  Bay,  493. 

prosecution  of  officers  for  ill-treatment  of  con- 
victs, 590,  650. 

New  Albion 
arrival  of  Vancouver  at,  668. 

New  South  Wales 

suitable  for  colonisation,  1. 

J.  M.  Matra's  proposal  for  establishing  a  settle- 
ment in,  1. 

Cook's  account  of  1. 

climate  of,  1,  11,  125,  150,  154,  168,  190,  222,  298, 
368. 

proposals  for  settlement  of,  1-20. 

as  a  naval  station,  5. 

jiroposed  as  a  site  for  a  penal  settlement,  6,  7, 
14, 17. 

geographical  position  of,  11. 

prospective  advantage  of,  to  England,  11,  19, 
103,  151,  155,  179. 

territorial  limits  of,  24,  62,  85. 

transportation  to,  orders  for,  30,  68,  591. 

coast  of,  sighted,  121,  166. 

good  country  near  Sydney,  134. 

Ross's  opinion  of,  172,  176. 

Considen's  opinion  of,  223. 

Hill's  opinion  of,  368,  369,  370. 

New  South  Wales  Corps 

formaticm  of,  decided  on,  232,  254. 
estimate  of  charges,  233. 
Grose  appointed  to  the  command,  249. 
Grose's  proposals  as  to  raising  of,  250,  251. 
rank  of,  255. 


New  South  Wales  Corps 
inspection  of,  265, 266. 
augmentation  of,  proposed,  266. 
orders  and  instructions,  279, 280. 
completion,  285. 

a  detachment  put  on  board  transports,  235. 
extra  (auxiliary)  company  of,  to  be  raised   in 

New  South  Wales,  280  ;  raised  by  Phillip,  614, 

650,  662,  663  ;  command  of,  given  to  Johnston, 

614,  650,  662  ;  enlistment  of  men,  647,  650. 
returns  relating  to,  Sll,  432,  526,  568,  603-604. 
detachment  sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  341,  379,  3Q.5. 
mutiny  on  the  Gorgon,   reported  by   Captain 

Harvey,  420  ;  denied  by  Major  Grose,  420  ;  his 

explanation,  421. 
strength  of,  increased,  462,  464,  474,  484. 
paj"ment  of,  464. 
number  of  officers  of,  insufficient  for  general 

court-martial,  484. 
allowance,  warrant  for,  492. 
deaths  on  board  the  Pitt,  527. 
want  of  necessaries  and  medicines  for,  565. 
rations  to,  allowed  without  deduction  from  pay, 

588. 
Grose's  detachment  of,  arrival  at  Sydney,  595. 
complaints  by  Grose,  as  to  treatment  of  corps, 

652,  672,  073. 
desire  for  land  by  officers  of,  054. 
convict  labour  allowed  to  officers,  054. 
occupation  of  land   by  officers,  on  sufferance, 

664,  655. 

New  Zealand 
flax,  2,  11,  19,  707-709. 
timber,  4. 

canoes  and  idols  found  at  Norfolk  Island,  296. 

natives  of,  captured,  429  (note),  033  and  note  ; 
employment  of  in  flax  manufacture  at  Nor- 
folk Island,  709 ;  return  of,  to  New  Zealand, 
709. 

Night-watch 
appointment  and  duties  of,  288. 
regulations  for,  292,  293. 
regulations  for,  at  Norfolk  Island,  578-580. 

Nootka  Sound 
Discovery  and  Chatham  to  be  sent  to,  451  and 

note. 
Count  Blanca— letterof,  re  surrender  of  territory 

by  Spain,  499. 
arrival  of  Discoverj'  and  Chatham  at,  638. 

Norfolk  Island 
to  be  sottlcd,  hO,  137,  285. 
King  despatched  to,  as  Commandant,  124. 
his  report  to  Phillip,  126, 185  ;  his  description  of, 

428-431. 
Lieutenant  Ball  despatched  to,  125,  104. 
King's  commission  as   Commandant,    136 ;    as 

Lieut.-Governor,  287. 
King's  instructions,  137. 
proposed  trading  settlement  at,  141. 
Golden  Grove  despatched  to,  185,  194.  209,  210, 

214. 
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fine  timber  at,126,  429. 

progress  of  settlement  at,  211,  214,  215. 

flax  of,  211,  i?18,  219,  401,  429,  434,  70S,  709  ; 

manufacture  of,  434.  437,  441,  442,  559. 
fertility  of,  215. 
opinion  of  Grenville  that  it  should  have  been 

made  the  principal  settlement,  253. 
a  detachment  of  convicts  to  be  sent  to,  285. 
appointment  of  King  as  Lieut. -Governor,  286, 

4G1,  587. 
convict  plot  at,  294. 
hurricane  at,  294. 
pines,  219,  295, 400,  403, 429,  437  ;  pines  for  spars, 

219,  403,  437. 
fortifications  at,  295. 
fishins-Iines  made  from  fiax,  296. 
New  Zealand  canoes  and  idols  found  at,  296. 
six  months'  supply  of  grain  at,  300. 
execution  of  a  woman  at,  301. 
births  and  deaths  at,  301,  440. 
Ross's  appointment  as  Commandant  of,  314,  326 
Ross's  instructions,  314-316. 
wreck  of  Sirius  at,  with  marines  and  convicts  on 

board,  319,  326,  341,  342,  372,  380,  396. 
martial  law  proclaimed  at,  319,  320,  327,  3S1  ; 

discontinuance  of,  439. 
council  of  otficers  at,  319,  320,  321,  322. 
half-allowance  at,  320. 
good  conduct  of  Sirius  convicts,  321. 
Lieut.  J.  Johnstone  appointed  adjutant-general, 

321. 
Lieut.  Ralph  Clarke  appointed  quartermaster- 
general,  321. 
coiu-t-martial,  constitution  of,  322 ;  powers  of, 

392;  general  court-martial  held,  439. 
robbei-y  of  stores  declared  a  capital  crime,  323. 
population  of,  325,  423,  449,  450,  560,  561,  563, 

658,  676,  677. 
reduced  ration  at,  335,  390,  397,  417,  443,  466, 

674,  660. 
landing-places  at,  341,  379,  468,  660. 
want  of  harbour  at,  34S,  357,  587. 
issue  of  salt  provisions  suspended  at,  364. 
convicts  landed  from  Sirius  and  Supply  at,  379. 
fish  in  lieu  of  salt  provisions  at,  390. 
absconders  outlawed,  391,  657. 
harbouring,  and  its  penalty,  392. 
crops,  398,  417,  418,  430,  529,  562,  563,  572,639, 

656 ;  destruction  of,  435,  469. 
fishing,  398,  430. 
gardening,  393,  399. 
quality  of  the  soil,  399,  416,  458,  469. 
native  products,  399,  429. 
insect  pests,  399,  400,  417,  430,  434,  435. 
paroquets,  399,  400. 
water  supply,  399. 
destructive  gale,  400. 
live  stock,  400  ;  loss  of,  443. 
birds,  401,  429. 
rats,  401,  430. 

Mr.  Cunninghame  and  three  men  drowned,  401. 
a  boat  swept  on  the  rocks,  and  eight  lives  lost,  402 


Norfolk  Island 

Major  Ross's  plan,  403,  419,  445,  447,  468  656 ; 
abolition  of,  by  King,  562. 

flax-dresser  arrives,  403. 

Major  Ross's  remarks  and  observations  on,  416- 
420  ;  his  reports  on,  434-444. 

vegetables,  416,  431. 
grain,  416,  430,  438. 
early  sowing,  417,  438. 
land  cleared,  418,  438. 
potatoes,  418,  431,  435. 
sailors'  gardens,  418. 
convict  labour,  418. 
vines,  419,  431,  438. 
sugar-cane,  420,  43L 
fruit,  420. 

flax -dressers  wanted,  429. 
coast  of,  430. 
climate  of,  430. 
prevailing  winds,  430. 
drought,  430. 
barley,  430. 

maize,  431,  438  ;  planting  of,  653  ;  destruction 
of,  by  grubs,  658. 

cultivation  at,  186,  299,  398,  399,  417,  430,  431, 
438,  442,  529,  562,  563,  659. 

want  of  tools,  435 

bricks  made,  435,  574. 

hardships,  435,  436. 

want  of  clothing,  436,  443. 

discontent,  436. 

no  spirits,  436. 

cooking-utensils,  want  of,  436. 

boats  built,  437. 

wheat  grown,  438. 

bananas  grown,  438. 

orange  and  lemon  trees,  438. 

robberies  at,  438,  655,  657,  6.58,  6.59. 

insufficient  power  to  punish  at,  438,  498,  655. 

indigo,  438. 

castor-nut,  438. 

absconder,  death  of,  440. 

industrious  convict  at,  440. 

hospital,  building  of,  441. 

timber  sent  to  Sydney,  441. 

Cascade,  town  of,  442. 

Charlottefield,  town  of,  442 ;  military  post  of, 
444. 

good  order  in  the  settlement,  443. 

salvage  from  the  Sirius,  444,  466,  573. 

extensive  vallej-  at,  444. 

appointment  of  Ross  by  Phillip  approved,  461. 

loss  of  Guardian  felt  at,  466. 

birds  as  food,  466. 

marines,  complaint  of,  466. 

stores  and  spirits,  distribution  of,  467. 

resources  of,  468. 

settlers,  concessions  to,  468,  563. 

arable  land,  area  of,  469,  562. 

confirmation  of  assistant- surgeon  Jamison's  com- 
mission asked  for  by  Phillip,  473. 


INDEX. 


735 


Korfolk  Island 

survey  of,  by  Lieut.  Bradley,  476,  616. 

quarrellinjf  at,  496,  562. 

courts  of  justice  required  at,  499,  531,  563,  655. 

harvest  at,  529,  572. 

mariues  as  settlers  at,  531 ,  554,  562. 

two  transports  sent  to,  538. 

objections  of  masters  of  transports  to  land 
cargo  at,  547. 

appointment  of  Donovan  to  superintend  landing 
of  cargoes  at,  553. 

arrival  of  Lieut. -Governor  King  at,  5G2. 

sailors  as  settlers  at,  562. 

temporary  emplojTnent  of  chaplain  at,  5G4. 

building-  at,  572,  573,  574,  575. 

tfaols  at,  573. 

want  of  labour  at,  574. 

lime,  manufacture  of,  at,  574. 

Superintendent  Doidge  is  reprimanded,  and 
resigns,  575. 

\Yentworth,  D'Arcj-,  appointment  of,  as  super- 
intendent, .575. 

Chapman,  W.  N.,  appointment  of,  as  store- 
keeper, .575. 

wheelwright,  want  of,  at,  576. 

regulations,  576-580. 

regulations  for  night-watch,  578-580. 

Sydney,  township  of,  578. 

Chimney  Hill,  579. 

Turtle  Bay,  579. 

Arthur's  Vale,  579. 

supplies  sent  to,  598. 

relief  of  R.  Morley,  and  appointment  of  Z. 
Clarke  as  deputy-commissary,  647. 

offenders  at,  to  be  sent  to  Sjdney,  655. 

reservation  of  land  for  church  and  school  pur- 
poses, and  for  the  Crown,  056. 

land  at,  granted  to  Lieut.-Governor  King,  656. 

desire  of  convict  settlers  to  dispose  of  their 
land  and  leave  the  island,  ()56,  657  ;  restric- 
tions imposed  by  Lieut.-Governor  King,  657. 

occupations  of  people  at,  658. 

thief  shot  at,  659 

seamen  and  marines  of  Sirius  doing  well  as 
settlers,  659. 

statement  of  Grimes  as  to  condition  of,  671-672. 

North  America 
expedition  to,  451. 

Norton 
f|uartennaster  of  Bounty,  killed  by  natives  at 
Tofoa,  cm. 

Oakeley,  Sir  Charles 
meets  Lieut.  Itiou  at  the  Cape,  408. 

Observatory- 
erection  of,  at  Dawes  Point,  147. 
almanacs  and  transit  instrument  to  be  sent,  431. 

Officers 

appointments  of,  In  cases  of  vacanc}',  54,  83. 
refusal  of,  to  act  as  superintendents,  138, 153, 208 
objections  by,  to  sit  on  criminal  court,  139,  230" 
239, 240-247. 


Officers 
placed  under  arrest  by  Ross,  139  et  scq. ,  157  et  seq, 

204. 
Ross's  troubles  with,  195,  202. 
refusal  of,  to  sit  as  menibers  of  court-martial, 

203,  204,  205  et  seq.,  21(7: 

Oil 

supply  of,  in  lieu  of  butter,  590. 

Opinion 
of  law  officers  re  Criminal  Court,  402-463. 
publication  of  opinion,  537. 

Oranges 
at  Norfolk  Island,  431 ;  orange-trees,  438. 

Order-in- Council 
appointing   New  South    Wales  as  a  place  for 
reception  of  convicts,  30. 

Overseers 
See  "  Superintendents." 

Outlawry 
of  absconders  at  Norfolk  Island,  391-392,  657. 

Palmer,  John 
appointed  Commissari'  of  New  South  Wales,  475. 
letter  from,  to  Under  Secretary  King,  559. 

Paper 

scarcity  of,  521-522. 

Pardon 
power  of,  given  to  Phillip,  63. 
letters  patent  to  Phillip,  410-413;  instructions, 

413-414;  received  by  Phillip,  532. 
pardon  of  convicts  of  Guardian,  414,  542. 

Parker,  Capt. 
supersedes    Capt.   Harvey,   as    commander    of 

the  Gorgon,  427. 
letter  from,  to  Stephens,  464. 
letter  to,  from  Stephens,  431. 

Paroquets 
at  Norfolk  Island,  399,  400. 

Parramatta 

first  township,  349. 
named  by  Phillip,  539,  549,  556. 
cultivation  at,  539,  556,  645. 
settlers  at,  540,  541. 
boundaries  of,  549,  556. 
population  of,  676,  077. 

See  also  "  Rose  Hill." 

Paterson 
appointments  of  (note),  542. 

Paymaster-General 
letters  to,  from  Sir  George  Yonge,  251,  255. 

Penal  Settlement 
N.  S.  Wales  proposed  as  a  site  for,  6,  7,  14,  17. 
order  for  transportation  to  New  South  Wales, 
30. 
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Peruvian  Bark 

its  usefulness  in  hot  climates,  30. 

Phillip 

appointment  of,  as  Governor  of  New  South 
Wales,  xxi,  22,  24  ;  as  captain  of  the  Sirius,  24, 
37. 

resisrnation  of,  and  reasons  therefor,  xxi  (note), 
559,  613,  625,  666  and  note  ;  cause  of  resigna- 
tion lamented  by  Dundas,  625. 

salary  of,  19,  33,  83. 

Lord  Howe's  opinion  of,  22. 

subordinate  to  the  Home  Office,  22. 

commission  of,  24,  61. 

directions  from  Admiralty,  48,  49. 

views  of,  on  conduct  of  expedition,  50-54. 

asks  for  special  powers,  54. 

foresight  of,  56,  59. 

duties  and  powers,  61  et  seq. 

term  of  office  of,  67. 

member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81 ;  of  Vice- 
Admiralt}-  Court,  98. 

instructions  of,  84-91 ;  additional  instructions, 
256-260. 

urged  to  use  economy,  87. 

his  last  letter  to  Ncpean  before  sailing,  102-103. 

receives  warrant  for  appointing  court-martial, 

103  ;  and  articles  of  war,  103. 
foresees  advantages  to  motlier  country,  103, 151, 

155,  179. 

dispute  with  his  seamen,  104. 

arrival  of,  at  Rio,  109,  111  et  seq. 

may  discharge  crew  of  Sirius  and  Supply,  and 
marines,  95. 

expenses  incurred  by,  116. 

tranships  from  Sirius  to  Supply,  121,  165. 

sights  the  Australian  coast,  121. 

arrives  at  Botany  Bay,  121 ;  at  Sydney  Cove,  122. 

Port  Jackson  examined,  122. 

abandons  Botany  Bay,  for  Port  Jackson,  122. 

explores  Broken  Bay,  124,  125. 

observations  of,  on  the  natives,  123  ef  seq.,  148, 
191,  192,  309,  310. 

explores  tlie  country  inland,  133  et  seq. 

living  under  canvas,  136. 

instructions  of,  to  P.  G.  King,  136. 

relations  \^ith  the  militarj-,  138  et  seq.,  153,  169, 

172,  173,  176,  195  et  seq.i202,  208,  212,  228,  229, 

262-265,  289-291. 
his  treatment  of  the  natives,  149,  177. 
difficulties  encountered  by,  179,  569. 

relations  with  Major  Ross,  169,  172,  173,  176, 

212,  228. 
approval  of  conduct  by  the    King,    252  ;    by 

Admiralty,  553  ;  by  Dundas,  585. 
dispute  with  Ross,  '.'62-265. 
obstacles  to  Government  complained  of  by,  288. 

difficulties  with  Ross  from  arrest  of  marines  by 

night-watch,  289-291. 
opinion   of,   as  to  situation  of  the  people   at 

Sydney  Cove,  297. 
opinion  of,  as  to  the  climate,  298. 
request  by,  that  settlers  miirht  be  sent  out,  209, 

347. 


Phillip 

reply  of,  to  Ross's  complaints,  301-304. 

unfavourable  opinion  of  Botany  Bay  confirmed. 
304. 

exploration  of  Broken  Bay  and  the  Hawkesbury 
by,  304-300. 

views  of,  on  settlement  of  the  land,  306,  307. 

suggestion  by,  that  convicts  should  be  sent  by 

China  vessels,  307. 
suggestion  by,   that  con\icts   whose  return   to 

England  is  not    desired  should  be   sent   to 

Norfolk  Island,  307. 

opinion  of,  as  to  garrison  required,  310. 

instructions  of,  to  Koss  as  Commandant  of  Nor- 
folk Island,  314-316. 

reasons  of,  for  sending  the  Sirius  and  Supply  to 
Norfolk  Island,  325. 

apjjlication  by,  for  leave  of  absence,  329,  330, 
422,  483  ;  postponement  of  leave,  463,  464. 

report  by,  as  to  supply  of  provisions  at  S\dney, 
331. 

acknowledgment  by,  of  approval  of  conduct, 
343,  643,  066,  669. 

reasons  of,  for  choosing  Sydney  Cove,  348. 

views  of,  on  the  colony  and  its  management,  359. 

accused  by  Capt.  Hill  of  meanness  in  govern- 
ment, 370. 

speared  by  native  at  Manly  (note),  441. 

illness  of,  xxi  (note),  483,  559,  613. 

notebook  of,  484. 

charges  of,  against  Lieutenant  Dawes,  543-540. 

remarks  of,  on  conduct  of  Ross  and  Campbell, 
570. 

raising  of  auxiliary  company  of  N.  S.  W.  Corps 
by,  614. 

want  of  supplies  pointed  out  by,  646. 

opinion  of,  as  to  procuring  live  stock,  646,  647. 

appointment  of  storekeepers  by,  647. 

reasons  of,  for  wanting  men-of-war  emplo3'ed  on 

the  station,  648. 
anxiety  of,  to  return  to  England,  666,  669. 
departure  of,  for  England,  666  (note). 
Letters  from — 
to   Stephens  (Admiralty),   28,  35,  40,  60,  94, 
103,  105,  114,  118,   165,  193,  214,   324,  475, 
476,  482,  553,  558,  571,  650. 

to  Nepean,  30,  45,  46,  54,  5S,  77,  101,  102,  105, 
106,  107,  108,  111,  114,  116,  120, 142,  151,  178, 
180,  182,  218,  219,  228,  301,  327,  32S,  329,  330, 
331,  345,  346,  354,  364,  389,  393,  394,  481,  484, 
555,  565,  566,  610,  628,  669. 

to  Lord  Sydney,  50,  56,  106,  109,  121,  138,  139, 

145,  177,  179,  182,  185,  207,  210,  236, 288,  293, 

304,  324,  328,  329. 
to  Major  Ross,  161,  264. 
to  Grenville,  343,  351,  353,  354,  356,  S.-^S,  405, 

469,  472,  473, 483,  484,  532,  542,  543,  546,  551 , 

559,  564,  566,  569. 

to  Lieutenant  Dawes,  543. 

to  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  549. 

to  Dundas,  595,  600,  613,  614,  643, 651,  653, 060, 
662,  663,  665. 

to  Lord  Cornwallis,  600. 

to  Lambert,  Ross,  and  Biddulph,  001,  COS. 

to  Under  Secretary  King,  630,  665. 


IXDEX. 


737 


Phillip 
Letters  to — 
from  Surgeon  Worgan,  30. 
from  Ross,  39,  161,  162,  181,  202,  244,  262,  319, 

43J,  442,  44S. 
from  Surjreon  White,  48,  142. 
from  Stephens  (Admiralty),  48,  629. 
from  Lord  Sydney,  82,  92,  93,  94,  95. 
from  Nepcan,  102,  253. 
from  Collins,  240,  263,  074. 
from  marine  officers,  243,  482. 
from  Grenville,  252,  254,  256,  260,  284,  312,410, 

413,  414,  457,  463. 
from  Hume,  434. 

from  Dundas,  496,  585,  592,  622,  631. 
from  Dawes,  544. 
from  Alt,  552. 
from  P.  G.  King-,  572,  656. 
from  Under  Secretary  King,  589,  621,  683. 
from  R.  Biddulph,  593. 
from  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  594,  GOl. 
from  Lambert,  Ross,  and  Biddulph,  601 ;  from 

Lambert,  Ross,  and  Co.,  608. 
from  Sir  Geo.  Yonge,  629. 
from  Hon.  John  Cochrane,  649. 
from  Grose,  652. 
from  Surgeon  Arndell,  GGl. 
from  Vancouver,  667  680. 

Pines 
At  Xorfolk  Island,  supposed  to  be  useful  for 

masts,  219,  403. 
great  size  of,  at  Korfolk  Island,  400,  429. 
unfit  for  masts,  400,  429. 
useful  for  building  purposes,  400,  429. 
spars  cut  by  JIajor  Ross,  403. 
used  for  boat-building,  429. 

Pirates 
commission  for  trial  of,  80-81. 

Pitt 

engagement  of,  496. 

fever  on  board,  525,  526,  527. 

scurvy  on  board,  527. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  with  Grose,  595. 

illness  on  board  of,  595. 

sickness  of  convicts  landed  from,  595. 

Pitt,  Mount 
birds  killed  for  food  at,  398. 
deep  soil  at,  420. 

Pitt,  Right  Hon.  William 
asks  for  estimate  of  cost  of  provisions,  &c  ,  32. 

Pittwater 
examined  and  named  by  Phillip,  125. 

Plan 
Sir  George  Young's,  10. 
heads  of  a,  17. 

ilajor  Ross's,  to  make  Norfolk  Island  indepen- 
403,  419,  445-447  ;   abolition  of,  by  King, 


dent, 
562. 


Point  Sutherland 
Botany  Bay,  122. 

Population 

of  Port  .Jackson,  423,  560-561. 
of  Norfolk  Island,  325, 423,  449, 450,  560-561,  563, 
058,  676, 677. 

of  the  settlements,  423,  560-561,  Oil,  676,  077. 
occupations  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  653. 
estimate  of  population  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Norfolk  Island,  680. 

Port  Jackson 

examined,  122. 

occupied,  122. 

an  excellent  harbour,  122, 127,  221. 

Port  Praya 

fleet  passes,  112,  114. 
arrival  of  P.  G.  King  at,  488. 

Potatoes 
at  Norfolk  Island,  418,  431,  435. 

Poulden 

first  lieutenant  of  marines,  100,  110,  145. 
member  of  court-martial,  under  arrest,  139,  161, 
desires  to  be  relieved,  165. 

Power  to  Pardon 

given  to  Phillip,  63. 

letters  patent  to  Phillip,  410-413 ;  instructions, 
413,  414  ;  received  by  Phillip,  532. 

Prince  of  Wales 

transport-shiii,  55,  86. 

health  of  convicts  and  marines  on  board  of,  107, 
111. 

marines  and  convicts  on  board  of,  79. 
arrival  of,  at  Botany  Baj-,  121  ;  at  Sydney  Cove, 
122. 

clearance  of,  166,  182. 

return  to  England,  182,  193,  220. 

disabled,  22C. 

Prince  William  Henry's  Island 

Passed  by  tlie  Supply,  3S4. 

Providence 
selection  of,  for  second  bread-fruit  expedition, 

473  (note), 
gardeners  of,  instructions  for,  502,  503. 
expenditure  for,  incurred  by  Banks,  551. 
arrival  of,  at  the  Cape,  617. 

Provisions 
for  two  years,  15. 
contract  for,  20. 
for  marines,  29,  30,  40,  41,  48,  49,  50,  54,  56,  82, 

92,  102,  108,  110,  112,  142. 
for  children  of  marines,  78,  184. 
for  convicts,  40,  41,  .50,  54,  56,  57,  59,  77,  80,  82, 

102,  104,  107,  108,  110,  112,  184. 
for  children  of  convicts,  SO,  184. 
wines  and  spirits,  30,  40,  43,  54,  86,  94,  108,  112 

142,  183,  1S8. 
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Provisions 

estimated  cost  of  pro\  isions,  32. 

for  emancipated  convicts,  91. 

ration  for  marines  and  convicts,  143,  173,  1S3, 

223. 
insufficient,  40,  50,  56,  57,  59,  7V,  SO,  92, 127, 14C, 

1S4,  209,  223,  320,  326,  327,  335,  471,  533,  644, 

649. 
purchased  at  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  US. 
damaged  in  transitu,  113,  299, 
landing  of,  145. 
regular  supplies  of,  from   England   wanted   for 

some  years,  146,  147,  16S,  1S3,  209,  230,  651. 
difficulty  of  procuring:,  152. 
from  the  islands,  167. 
bad  spirits,  173. 

Sirius  sent  to  Cape  for,  182,  188,  207. 
dependent  for,  upon  England,  209. 
sent  by  the  Guardian,  230  and  note, 
destruction  of,  by  rats,  297. 
loss  of,  at  Sydne}-,  324. 
the  Supply  ordered  to  Batavia  for,  327,  330. 
report  by  Phillip  on,  331. 
issue  of  salt  provisions  suspended  at  Norfolk 

Island,  364. 
■high  price  of  provisions,  370,  602. 
stock  of,  at  Sydney  and  Norfolk  Island,  466. 
distribution  of,  467. 
ujiply  of,  from  Bengal,  477,  478,  479. 
Tcduced  allowance  of  flour  at  Sydney,  569. 
stock  of,  at  Sydney,  643. 
from  India,  infeinority  of,  644. 

Provost-Marshal 
salary  of,  33. 
duties  of,  70. 
left  behind,  105,  139. 
new  one  appointed,  105,  111,  130,  154. 
Henrv  Brewer,   nomination   of,   at   Sydney,  by 

Phillip,  471. 
appointment  of,  by  Phillip,  663. 
confirmation  of  appointment  asked  for,  664. 
Fane  Edge,  appointment  of,  at  Norfolk  Island, 

by  Phillip,  600. 

Public  "Worship 

Rev.  R.  Johnson  first  chaplain,  27,  33,  42. 

observance  of,  90. 

offer  of  Roman  Catholic  priests  to  go  to  Sj'dnev, 
119-120. 

land  to  be  granted  for  church  purposes,  259. 

Rev.  John  Crowther  appointed  as  assistant- 
chaplain,  260. 

escape  of  Mr.  Crowther  from  the  Guardian,  and 
return  of  to  England,  260  (note). 

appointment  of  Rev.  S.  Marsden,  260  (note). 

services  held  by  Barrington,  .505. 

neglect  of  public  worship,  594. 

want  of  buildings  for,  594,  602,  603. 

importance  of,  urged  by  W'ilberforce,  634. 

reservation  of  land  for  church  purposes  at 
Norfolk  Island,  656. 


Punishment 

insufficient  power  at  Norfolk  Island,  433,  49S. 

573,  655. 

Quakers 

See  "Sutton"  and  "  Emigration." 

Quarrelling 

at  Norfolk  Island,  496,  562. 

Queen 

tonnage  of,  &c.,  422. 
arrival  of,  at  Sj-dney,  532. 
departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  538. 
charges  against  master  and  mate  of,  538,  623. 

Rains 
at  S.ydney,  151,  169,  190. 

"Raleigh,"  W. 
suggestions  of,  regarding  colonisation,  233-235. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  233. 

Ration 
reduced,  at  Port  Jackson,  173,  223,  299,  326, 327, 
377,  382,  557,  570,  596,  598,  644,  654  ;  at  Norfolk 
Island,  320,  335,   390,  397,  ,417.  443,  466,  566, 

574,  660. 

increase  of,  at  Sydney,  352. 
not  to  be  sold  or  exchanged,  450. 
allow  ed  to  N.  S.  W.  Corps  without  deduction  of 
pay,  588. 

Rats 

destruction  of  provisions  bj-,  297. 
found  at  Norfolk  Island,  401, 430. 

Razors 
supply  of,  insuflBcient,  45. 

Records 

preservation  and  publication  of,  in  England,  vii, 

viii  ;   in  Canada,  viii  ;  in  New  South  Wales, 

viii-xviii. 
transcription  of,  in  London,  xii-xiv.        > 
papers  of  Governor  King  lent  to   Government, 

xi,  XV,  xvi. 
papers  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  purchased  from  Lord 

Brabourne,  x\'. 

Recruit 

warrant  to,  464. 

Regulations 
for  night-watch  at  Sydney,  292,  293 
at  Norfolk  Island,  576-580. 


Religion 


See  "  Public  Worship." 


Reprieve 
Phillip's  power  to,  63. 

Richards,  W. 

contractor  for  transportation,  44. 

proposals  of,   for  convevance  of  convicts,   508, 

515-519,   522,    524,    525,    552,    580,     626,    637, 

642,  670-671. 
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Richards,  W. 

inoposals  for  maintenance  of,  509-515,  625. 
l)roposal  to  ojicn  a  store  at  Port  Jackson,  C'2C. 
jiroposals  of,  to  supply  the  settlement,  G2G,  027, 

t;37,  68G-638. 
(litficulty  of,  to  obtain  transports,  C73. 
Letters  from — 

to  Banks,  508,  524,  552,  580,  625,  630,  C33,  642. 

to  Dundas,  036. 

to  Xepean,  070. 
Letters  to — 

from  Banks,  522,  552,  580,  630. 

from  Dundas,  638. 

Richmond  Hill 

named  by  Phillip,  133. 

soil  of,  described  by  Phillip,  305. 

Rio  de  Janeiro 

First  Fleet  to  call  at,  86. 

no  letter  to  Viceroy,  102,  103,  105. 

spirits  to  be  purchased  at,  103,  108 ;  purchased 

at,  112. 
arrival  of  First  Fleet  at,  109,  111  et  scq. 
rum  purchased  at,  112,  115. 
fresh  provisions,  plentiful  and  cheap,  112. 
ammunition  purchased  at,  112. 
Phillip  and  the  Viceroy,  112,  114,  115, 116. 
fleet  delayed  at,  116. 
departure  of  the  fleet  from,  118. 
arrival  of  Major  Grose  at,  525. 
arrival  of  the  Pitt  at,  525. 
absconding  of  convicts  at,  528. 

Riou,  Lieut. 

on  the  Salisbury,  60. 

fonnnander  of  the  Guardian,  230  (note). 

arrival  of,  at  Table  Bay,  283,  406. 

report  by,  of  accident  to  Guardian,  287,  310. 

return  of,  to  Table  Bay,  310. 

rejiort  by,  as  to  state  of  Guardian,  310-311,  317, 

330. 
suffering's  of,  317.  409. 
arrival  of,  at  Table  Bay  in  Guardian,  406. 
Guardian  beached  by,  337. 
sends  her  convicts  to  Sydney,  338. 
recommends  that  they  should  be  rewarded,  338. 
recommendation  adopted,  414,  542. 
his  conduct  approved  of  by  the  Admiralty,  406. 
writes  to  Secretary  Stephens  re  the  Guardian, 

408. 
meets  Sir  Charles  Oakeley  at  the  Cape,  408. 
difficulties  of,  at  the  Cape,  409. 
Letters  from — 

to  Stephens,  283,  310,  311,  :n7,  318,  336,  408. 

to  Admiralty,  286. 
Letters  to — 

from  Stephens,  405. 

Roddam,  Vice- Admiral 
onkr  to  assemble  a  court-martial  on  Hunter, 
Bent  to,  618. 


Rogers  (Board  of  Ordnance) 

to  furnish  account  of  value  of  stores,  &c.,  32. 

Rogers,  Private 

lost  in  the  bush,  217. 

Rose,  George 

name  of  ^dven  to  Rosehill,  ISO  (note), 
letter  from,  to  Stephens  (Admiralty),  25. 

Rose  Hill 

named  by  Phillip,  189  (note). 

settlement  at,  198,  209,  211,  213,  217,  223  ;  success 
of,  305,  376,  585, 

cultivation  at,  213,  296,  299,  376. 

harvest  at,  299. 

advantages  of,  349,  585. 

public  farm  at,  360. 

quality  of  land  at,  211,  223,  340,  360,  369,  370, 
376,  585. 

building  at,  362,  469,  470. 

opinion  of  Dundas  as  to  site  for  first  settle- 
ment, 585. 

Ross,  Major 
conmianding  the  detachment  of  marines,   24, 

106,  110,  145. 
commission  of,  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  26. 
salary  of,  33. 

reports  on  convicts  from  Portsmouth,  57. 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  pirates,  81. 
member  of  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  83,  98. 
reconnnends  Capt.  Campbell,  84,  195,  198,  213. 
provision  for  his  family  in  case  of  death,  93. 
his  confidence  in  the  corps  of  marines,  93,  104. 
reports  to  Admiralty  on  departure  of  fieet,  104 
tranships  from  Siriusto  Scarborough,  121. 
places  members  of  court-martial  under  arrest, 

ViQct  H('(j.,  157  et  seq. 
solicits  appointment  for  his  son,  145. 
trouble  with  his  officers,  157  et  seq.,  195  et  seq. 

202,  215. 
relations  with  Phillip,  169,  172, 173,  176,  212,  228. 
gloomy  predictions  of,  172,  173,  176,  199,  212. 
Phillip  does  not  consult  him,  173. 
complaints  of,  174,  176,  199,  218,  466. 
relations  with  Captain  Shea,  195. 
relations  with  Captain  Tench,  197. 
not  anxious  to  remain  in  colony,  199. 
relations  with  Quartermaster  Furzer,  202,   203, 

215. 
dispute  with  Phillip,  202-265. 
disinite  with  Phillip  concerning  arrest  of  marines 

by  night-watch,  289-291. 
want  of  harmony  with  officers,  291. 
complaints  of,  replied  to  by  Phillip,  301-304. 
apimintment    of,    as  Connnandant    of  Norfolk 

Island,  314,  326. 
instructions  of,  314-316. 
report  by,  of  wreck  of  Sinus,  319. 
martial  law  i>roelaimcd   by,  at  Norfolk  Island, 

319,  320. 
council  of  olRcers  sununoned  by,  319,  320,  321. 
proclamations  bv,  at  Norfolk  Island,  321,   323, 

335. 
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Ross,  Major 
suspension  of  Captain  ISIereditli  by,  324. 
sails  witli  marines  and    convicts    for   Norfolk 

Island,  341,  379,  395. 
is  wrecked  with  the  Sirius,  341,  3S0,  390. 
loses  his  effects,  399. 
plan   of,  to  make  Norfolk  Island  independent, 

403,  419,  445,  447,  46S ;  dissatisfaction  with,  656 ; 

abolition  of,  by  King,  562. 
remarks  and  observations  of,  on  Norfolk  Island, 

416-420. 
reports  of,  on  Norfolk  Island,  434-444. 
remarks  b.v  Grenville   concerning  conduct  of, 

460. 
appointment  of,  to  Norfolk  Island  bj-  Pliillip  ap- 
proved, 461. . 
complaint  of,  re  stores  to  marines,  466. 
reply  of  Phillip  thereto,  467. 
return  of,  to  Sydney,  509. 
departure  of,  for  England,  569,  571. 
conduct  of,  towards  Phillip,  570. 
Letters  from — 

to  Phillip,  39,  161,  162,  ISl,  202,  244,  202,  319, 
434,  442,  448. 

CO  Nepean,  57,  S3,  92,  170,  212. 

to  Stephens,  78,  104,   144,  156,  165,   109,  194, 
215,  219. 

to  Grenville,  402. 
Letters  to — 

from  officers  forming  court-martial,  160. 

from  Phillip,  161,  264. 
'  from  Collins,  202. 

from  Captain  Campbell,  204,  242. 

Boss,  John 

son  of  Major  Ross,  nominated  for  a  lieutenancy, 
145,  229. 

Royal  Admiral 

departure  of,  from  the  Cape,  665. 
arrival  of,  at  Sjdney,  665. 
mortality  and  sickness  on  board  of,  665. 
overcrowding  of,  605. 

Rum 

purchased  at  Rio,  112,  115. 
qualit}-  of,  173. 

See  also  "  Provisions." 

Ruse,  James 

takes  up  land,  349. 

grant  issued  to,  as  first  settler,  349  (note),  530 
and  note,  540,  592. 

Rushcutters 

murder  of,  148,  167,  171. 

Salamander 

tonnage  of,  &c.,  422. 
arrival  of,  at  Sidney,  532. 

Salaries 

of  the  Governor  and  staff,  19,  33,  S3. 

Salt  Provisions 
issue  of,  suspended  at  Norfolk  Island,  304. 


Salvage 

from  Sirius,  444,  460,  573. 

Sandwich 

wreck  of,  reported  by  Hunter,  618. 
crew  of,  assisted  by  Hunter,  618,  619. 

Santa  Cruz 

First  Fleet  at,  106,  107,  108. 

arrival  of  L")iscovery  and  Chatham  at,  490. 

attack  upon  the  Chatham's  ])eople,  490. 

arri\al  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King  at,  486 

millstones  at,  488. 

plants  and  seeds  from,  488. 

See  also  "  Teneriffe." 

Savoy- 
military  prison,  373  (note). 

Scarborough 

transport-ship,  34,  42,  55,  86,  121,  120,  136. 

convicts  on  board  of,  34,  42,  79. 

marines  on  board  of,  79. 

memorial  from  the  marines  on  board,  100. 

mutiny  on  board,  106,  108. 

sickness  of  convicts  and  marines    on  board  of 

107,  111. 
arrival  of,  at  Botany  Bay,  121 ;  at  Sydney  Cove, 

122. 
discharge  of,  126,  136,  140. 
arrival  of,  at  False  Bay  (Cape  of  Good  Hope),  334, 

338. 
departure  of,  from  False  Bay,  338. 
deaths  on  board  of,  334,  355,  356,  387. 
arri\-al  of,  at  Sydney  (second  vo.yage),  353. 
illtreatment  of  convicts  on  board,  388. 
inquiry  concerning  treatment  of  convicts,  588. 

623. 

Schools 

reser\-ation  of  land  for,  259. 

reservation  of  land  for,  at  Norfolk  Island,  056. 

Scurvy 

attacks  men  after  landing,  124. 

crew  of  the  Sirius  suffer  from,  224. 

opinion  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  regarding  essence  of 

malt  as  a  remedy  for,  232. 
on  board  the  Second  Fleet,  334. 
on  board  the  Pitt,  527. 

Scythes 

suppl.v  insufficient,  45. 

Seal 

to  be  delivered  to  Phillip,  03. 

design  for,  referred  to  the  Council  of  Trade  and 

Plantations,  340. 
draft  approved  by  King  in  Council,  380. 
seal  approved,  431. 
wari'ant  to  be  prepared,  431. 
warrant  for  using',  received  bj-  Phillip,  532. 

Sealing 
return  of  Matilda  and  JIary  Ann  from,  55S. 
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Seamen 
discharjfed  on  account  of  sickness,  60. 
{lunislinient  of  offences  by,  60. 
til  be  allowed  to  settle,  82. 
wages  of,  held  back,  104. 
dispute  with,  104. 
English,  in  foreign  ships,  227. 
as  settlers  at  Norfolk  Island,  5G2,  571,  OfjO ;  at 

I'arraniatta,  571. 
detention  of,  at  the  Cape,  reported  by  Hunter, 

619. 
measures  for  release  of,  taken  b.y  Hunter,  019. 

Second  Fleet 
arrival  of,  at  False  Bay  (Cape  of  Good  Hope),  334, 

3S8,  360. 
scurvy  on  board,  331. 
departure  of,  from  False  Bay,  338,  367. 
deaths  on  board,  334,  354,  362,  367,  387. 
causes  of  mortality,  354,  355,  367,  337. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  353,  367. 
return  relating  to,  355. 
illtreatment  of  convicts  on  board,  388. 
deaths  after  arrival,  362,  367,  387. 
the  sick  landed  from,  354,  362,  367,  387. 
Rev.  K.  Johnson's  statement  as  to  treatment  of 

convicts,  3S6-3S9. 
inquirj-  concerning  treatment  of  convicts,  58S, 

623. 

Secretary-at-War 
Letters  to — 
from  Grcnville,  278,  287. 

Seed  grain 
to  be  ijrocured  on  \  oyage,  15,  86. 
Sirius  to  bring  from  Cape,  183,  188,  207. 
loss  of,  188,  207. 

Sentences 
term  of,  unknown,  329  and  note,  354. 
information  concerning,  sent  to  Phillip,  460. 

Settlement 
proposals  for  establishing  settlement  in   New 

South  Wales,  1,  6,  7,  14,  17. 
Phillip's  views  on  settlement,  300,  307. 
population  of  settlements,  325,  423,  449,  450,  500, 

550,  560-561,  563,  611,  058,  676,  677. 
general   state  of    settlements,  as   reported  by 

Phillip,    considered  satisfactory   by  Dundas, 

624. 

Settlers 
officers  and  men  as,  23,  82, 198,  347,  450,  531, 654. 
to  be  encouraged,  91,  191,  361. 
want  of,  153,  177, 191,  207,  299,  347,  470,  534, 537, 

557,  597. 
encouragement  to,  257,  3G1,  468-469,  539,  563. 
Phillip  asks  for  useful  men,  347. 
first  settler,  349,  536,  540,  592. 
concessions  to,  at  Norfolk  Island,  468-469,  563. 
marines  going  as,  to  Norfolk  Island,  531 ;  land 

taken  up  by,  562. 
number  of,  at  Port  Jackson,  536,  571. 


Settlers 

prosperity  of,  536. 

modification  of  instructions  regarding,  536,  537. 

danger  of  isolation  of,  536,  537. 

superior  class,  want  of,  587. 

land  granted  to,  540,  541,  562,  592. 

numbers  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  562,  571,  061. 

numbers  of,  at  Parramatta,  571,  661. 

misconduct  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  573. 

want  of  labour  by,  at  Norfolk  Island,  574. 

proposal  to  send  out  by  Sutton,  580-585  ;  pro- 
posal not  carried  out,  648  (note). 

proposal  by  Matcham,  690. 

supplies  allo\^■ed  to,  586. 

eleven  sent  by  the  Bellona,  631  and  note. 

superintendents  as,  647. 

selfishness  of,  654. 

reduced  ration  of,  654. 

wish  of  superintendents  to  become,  655. 

Superintendent   Doidge   becomes   a  settler   at 
Norfolk  Island,  659. 

marines  and  seamen  of  Sirius  at  Norfolk  Island, 
659. 

Assistant-Surgeon   Arndell    becomes  a  settler, 
600, 001. 

See  also  "  Free  Settlers." 

Shairp,  J.  M. 

first  lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  110,  145. 
period  of  service  of,  201. 

Shapcote,  Lieutenant 
arri\al  of,  at  the  Cape,  with  the  Second  Fleet, 

334. 
departure  of,  for  Sydney,  338. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  353. 
letter  from,  to  Commissioners  of    the   Navy, 

334. 
letter  to,  from  Grenville,  284. 

Shea,  Captain 

of  marines,  lOG,  110,  145. 
relations  with  Ross,  195. 
death  of,  228,  324. 

Shehander 
functions  of,  372. 

Sheep 
not  thriving,  143. 

See  also  "  Live  Stock." 

Shelton,  Mr. 
letter  to,  from  Nepean,  42. 

Ships 
want  of,  at  Sydney,  393,  433,  472,  534,  554,  596. 
vessel  in  frame,  landed  at  Sydney,  .595. 
East  India  Company's  vessels  employed,  023. 
Phillip's  reasons  for  wanting  man-of-war,  643. 
Sec  also  "Tiaiisports." 

Ship-hnilding 
prohibition  of,  91. 
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Shipping 

rej,ailatioiis  concerning,  53. 

Shoal 
Jliddleton,  report  concerning,  by  Lieut.  Short- 
land,  2'J5. 
description  of,  295  (note), 
observed  by  Lieut.  Ball,  385. 

Shortland,  Lieut. 

appointments  of,  45  (note). 

employed  on  board  the  Alexander,  46. 

return  of  to  England,   via    Batavia    and  the 

Cape,  17S,  182,  193,  225,  227. 
shoals  and  islands  seen  by,  295. 
wrecked  in  Sirius,  398-399. 

Shot 
supply  of,  insufficient,  45. 


Sickness 


See  "Illness." 


Sinclair,  Duncan 
contractor  for  transportation,  44. 

Sirius 

Phillip,  captain,  24,  37,  86. 

equipment  of,  24  and  note,  32. 

armament  of,  28. 

departure  of,  from  Deptford,  35. 

Hunter,  second  captain,  37,  121. 

supplies  for,  40. 

marines  on  board  of,  79. 

Phillip  to  command,  86. 

to  explore  the  coast,  89. 

wages  of  crew,  103,  104. 

repairs  to,  at  Rio  Janeiro,  114. 

master  of,  disabled,  115. 

Phillip  tranships  from,  to  Supply,  121,  165. 

arrival  of,  at  Botany  Bay,  121 ;  at  Sydney  Cove, 

to  be  sent  for  live  stock,  127. 

sent  to  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  supijlics,  182, 

1S8,  194,  207,  214,  224-227. 
springs  a  leak,  225. 

vo.yage  of,  from  Sydney  to  the  Cape,  295. 
supplies  received  by,  from  the  Cape,  295. 
mate  of,  lost  in  the  bush,  300. 
voyage  of,  fi-om  the  Cape  to  Sydney,  374-375. 

injury  to,  near  South  Cape  and  Tasman's  Head, 

375. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  341,  375. 

leaky  condition  of,  377. 

repair  of,  377. 

sent  by  Phillip,  with  the  Supply,  to  Norfolk 
Island,  325. 

departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  341,  379,  395. 

arrival  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  341,  379,  395. 

wreck  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  319,  326,  332,  342, 
341,  372,  380,  396  ;  reiiorted  by  Ross,  319  ;  by 
Hunter,  326 ;  by  Harris,  342 ;  Fowell's  ac- 
count of,  380-382. 

live  stock  saved  from,  381. 

drunken  convicts  on  wreck,  381. 


Sirius 

wreck  set  on  fire  by  convicts,  382. 

marines  and  convicts  of,  landed,  395. 

stores  and  provisions  of,  saved,  380,  396,  397. 

services  of  Arscot,  carpenter  of,  439. 

sahage  from,  444,  466,  573. 

court-martial  on  loss  of,  618  and  note. 

seamen  and    marines  of,    settlers   at   Norfolk 
Island,  659., 

Sirius  Island 
named  by  Lieut.  Ball,  383. 

Skill 

letter  to,  from  Chief-Surgeon  White,  332. 

Slavery 
not  to  be  allowed,  53. 

Small-pox 
death  of  natives  from,  299,  308. 
death  of  a  seaman  from,  299. 

Snelheid 
arri\  al  of,  at  Mauritius,  with  King,  428. 
fever  on  board  of,  428. 
departure  of,  from  Mauritius,  428. 

Soil 

quality  of,  at  Rose  Hill,  211,  223,  349,  360,  369, 
370,  376,  585. 

richness  of,  al  Norfolk  Island,  399,  429. 
at  Mount  Pitt,  429. 

report  on   quality  of,  at  Parramatta,  Prospect 
Hill,  and  Field  of  Mars,  599. 

South  Cape 

Sirius  damaged  at,  375. 

South  Head 

landmark  at,  394,  590. 


Specie 


See  "Monej'.'' 


Sphynx 

sent  to  the  Cape  to  bring  back  the  commander 
and  crew  of  the  Guardian,  406. 

Spice 

cultivation  of,  5. 

Spice  Islands 
the  Supply  among  them,  384. 

Spirits 

allowance  of,  to  the  marines  promised  by  Lord 
Howe,  101. 

Phillip  receives  orders  to  purchase  three  years' 
suijply,  103. 

bad  spirits  from  Rio,  173. 

want  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  436. 

distribution  of,  467. 

duty  on,  proposed  by  Phillip,  557. 

want  of,  by  marines,  590. 

allowance  of,  to  deserving  convicts,  648. 

I'hillip's  opinion  as  to  consequences  of  introduc- 
tion of,  665. 

See  also  "  Provisions,"  and  "  Supplies." 
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Stationery 

want  of,  210,  21S,  557. 

Stephens  (Admiralty) 
Letters  from — 

to  Navy  Board,  30,  44,  4G,  47,  r.5,  58,  CO,  Gl. 
to  Xepean,  47. 
to  Phillip,  48,  620. 
to  Captain  Marshall,  5fi,  GO,  61. 
to  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  231,  235. 
to  Lieut.  Kent,  335. 
to  Bli^h,  354,  407. 
to  Riou,  405. 
to  Parker,  431. 
to  P.  (!.  Kin^,  433,  434. 
to  Ball,  473. 

to  Hunter,  601,  616,  61S,  620,  626. 
Letters  to — 
from  Phillip,  28,  35,  40,  60,  94,  103,  105,  114, 

lis,   165,  193,  214,  324,   475,   476,  482,  653, 

558,  .571,  650. 
from  Ross,  78,  104,  144,  156,  165,  169,  194,  215, 

219. 
from  Hunter,  224,  225,  227,  395,  616,  618. 
from  Riou,  2S3,  310,  311,  317,  318,  336,  408. 
from  Parker,  464. 
from  Ball,  479,  615,  674. 

Stirling,  Lient.-Colonel 

proposal  of  for  raising  special  corps,  38,  39, 
and  note. 
Letters  from— 
to  Xepean,  37. 
to  Lord  Sydney,  38. 

St.  Jago 

fc\er  on  board  the  Pitt,  contracted  at,  527. 

St.  Matthew  Island 
seen  by  Lieutenant  Ball  in  the  Supply,  384. 

Stockdale 

liis  a'^oount  of  Xew  South  Wales  quoted,  399. 

Store 
proposal  by  Richards  to  open  one  at  Port  Jack- 
son, 626. 

Storehouse 

at  Sydney,  148  ;  at  the  Cape,  494. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  574. 

Storekeepers 
appointment  of,  at  Svi'nev  and  Norfolk  Island, 
647. 

Storeship 

re'iuired  for  Port  .Jackson,  214. 

Stores 

See  "  Provisions  "  and  "  Supplies." 

Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca 

See  "  Juan  de  Fuca." 

Strong,  Private 
court-martialled,  199. 


Sugar-cane 
cultivation  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  420,  431. 
transport,  engagement  of,  679. 

Superintendents 

how  to  be  paid,  45. 

more  wanted,  138,  184,  207,  347,  471,  533,  603. 

sent  by  Guardian,  231,  261,  262. 

qualifieations  of,  351,  352,  353. 

skilled  men  required,  352,  353. 

only  one,  a  farmer,  360. 

unqualified  men  sent,  588. 

discharge  of  two  on  becoming  settlers,  and  one 

as  useless,  647. 
wish  of,  to  become  settlers,  655,  659. 
a])]ilication  of  John  Thomson  for  employment, 

674. 

Supplies 

received  from  the  Capo  h\  the  Sirius,  295  ;  from 
Calcutta,  403,  459,  5S6,  600,  604-609. 

deficiency  of,  365. 

high  jirices  of,  at  the  Cape,  409. 

to  settlers,  586. 

sending  of,  to  Norfolk  Island,  598,  643. 

stock  of,  at  Sydney,  643. 

want  of  severely  felt,  646. 

proposal  of  Cochrane  to  send  from  India,  619. 

Governor-General   of    India  requested  to  send 
shipments  of,  to  New  South  Wales,  666. 
See  also  "  Provisions." 

Supply 

tender  to  the  Sirius,  32,  83,  86,  121. 

cost  of  equipment,  32. 

guns  too  heavy,  36. 

commander  of,  36. 

alterations  to,  60,  61. 

to  explore  the  coast,  89. 

her  men  not  to  be  paid  until  eve  of  starting,  103. 

repairs  to,  at  Rio  Janeiro,  115. 

Phillip  i^recedes  the  fleet  in,  121,  105. 

arrival  of,  at  Botany  Bay,  121 ;  at  Sydney  Cove, 

122. 
despatched  to  Norfolk  Island,  124,  172,  1S7. 
despatched  to  Lord  Howe  Island,  136. 
at  Sydney,  209. 

voj-age  of,  to  Norfolk  Island  and  back,  300 
departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  301. 
wh>  sent  by  Phillip  to  Norfolk  Island,  325. 
ordered  to  Batavia  for  provisions,  327,  3S0. 
departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  with  the  Sirius, 

341. 
arrival  of,  at  Norfolk  Lsland,  341. 
escape  from  wreck,  at  Norfolk  Island,  332. 
return  of,  to  Port  Jackson,  342,  382. 
departure  of,  for  Batavia,  342,  372,  382. 
arrival  of,  at  Batavia,  372,  428. 
return  of,  to  Sydney,  from  Batavia,  465. 
departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  and  return  to 

Sydney,  4(;5. 
deaths  on  board  of,  475. 
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Supply 

repair  of,  cannot  be  done  in  colonj-,  479,   548, 

550,  553. 
ordered  home  bj-  Phillip,  548,  550,  553. 
frood  conduct  of  master  of,  558. 
departure  of,  for  England,  572. 
arrival  of,  at  Plymouth,  from  S3'dney,  61C. 

Surgeons 
Altree,  return  of,  to  England,  475. 
Balmain,  assistant  surgeon,  28. 
Bowes,  surgeon  of  Lady  Penrhyn,  120. 
Considen,  D.,  leave  of  absence  granted  to,  632. 
Jamison,  Thomas,  confirmation  of  commission 

of,  lequested  by  Phillip,  473  ;  appointment  of, 

475. 
Kent,  appointed  as  surgeon  of  the  Boddingtons, 

678  ;  instructions  given  to,  67S. 
Wentworth,  D'Arcy,  employment  of,  at  Norfolk 

Island,  575. 
White,  John,  offers  his  ser\aces,  25  ;  commission 

of,  27  ;  salary  of,  33  ;  application  by,  for  leave 

of  absence,  675. 
Worgan,  surgeon  of  the  Sirius,  30. 

Surprize 

arrival  of,  at  False  Bay,  334,  333,  366, 

departure  of,  from  False  Bay,  338. 

deaths  on  board,  334,  355,  356,  367,  387. 

arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  353. 

Captain  Hill's  account  of  voyage  of,  366-368. 

unseaworthiness  of,  367. 

illtreatment  of  convicts  on  board  of,  367,  387, 

3SS. 
departure  of,  for  Norfolk  Island  and  China,  390, 

393. 
injuiry  concerning  treatment  'of  convicts,  588, 

623. 

Surveys 
of  Norfolk  Island,  by  Bradley,  476,  616. 
of  New  South  Wales,  by  Hunter,  626. 

Surveyor  of  Lands 
salary  of,  33. 

Suspension 
of  Captain  Meredith,  324. 
of  Lieut.  Kellow,  449. 

Sutton,  John 
emigration  proposals  of,  580-585. 
fifteen  Quaker  families  to  be  sent  by,  589. 
arrangement  with,  for  sending  out  Quaker  fami- 

lie.5  not  carried  out,  648  (note). 
Letters  from — 

to  Dundas,  580. 

to  Under  Secretary  King,  581,  582,  583. 

Swilly 
island  of,  discovered  bj-  Fumeaux,  374  (note). 

Sydney 
named  by  Phillip,  122. 
clearing  the  ground,  123. 
good  land  adjacent  to,  131. 


Sydney 

huts  built,  145. 
plan  of,  147. 

Ross"s  opinion  of,  172,  173,  176. 
buildings,  145,  147,  189,  190,  195,  223,  297 
470. 


469, 


huts  and  barracks  erected  at,  297. 

Phillip's  opinion   as   to    the   situation  of  the 

people,  297. 
why  it  was  chosen,  348. 
township  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  57S. 

Sydney  Bay 

site  of  Norfolk  Island  settlement,  430. 
gaol  at,  573. 
landing-place  made  at,  600. 

Sydney,  Lord 
appointment  of  as  Home  Secretary,  xxvi. 
Letters  from — 
to  Phillip,  82,  92,  93,  94,  95. 
to  Admiralty,  20,  94,  230. 
to  Treasury,  14. 
to  Nepean,  422. 
Letters  to  — 
from  Phillip,  50,  56, 106, 109,  121, 138, 139, 145, 
177,  179, 182, 185,  207,  210,  236,  288,  293,  304, 
324,  328,  329. 

from  Lord  Howe,  22. 

from  the  Admiralty,  23,  29. 

from  W.  Ferguson,  486. 

from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stirling,  38. 

from  Surgeon  White,  175. 

from  Rev.  Thomas  Walshe,  119. 

Tatle  Bay 
arrival  of  Lady  Juliana  at,  323. 
Guardian  beached  at,  337. 
departure  of  Sirius  and  Supply  from,  340. 
arrival  of  Active,  Ladv  Juliana,  and  Neptune  at, 

493. 
arrival  of  Gorgon  at,  504. 

Tasman's  Head 

Sirius  at,  375. 

Teer,  Captain 
waits  on  Nepean,  36. 
letter  from,  to  Nepean,  33. 

Tench,  Watkin 

captain-lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  111,  145. 
president  of  court-martial,  140,  159. 
placed  under  arrest  by  Ross,  139. 
Ross  requests  recall  of,  197. 
witness  at  court-martial,  200. 
desirous  of  serving  three  more  years,  201. 
exploring    excursion    with    Captain    Hill    and 
Lieutenant  Dawes,  371. 

Tench's  Island 
situation  of,  384. 
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Teneriffe 

First  Fleet  to  call  at,  86. 

arriwil  of  Firet  Fleet  at,  106,  107,  108. 

expenses  at.  111. 

arri%al  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King  at,  486. 

millstones  at,  488. 

plants  and  seeds  from,  488. 

arrival  of  the  Discover)-  and  Chatham  at,  490. 

attack  upon  the  Chatham's  people,  490. 

Thames 
arri\ul  of,  at  the  Cape,  in  coromand  of  Captain 
Blankett,  408. 

Third  Fleet 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  532,  538. 
deaths  of  199  convicts  on  board,  538. 
illness  of  convicts  on  board,  533. 

Thomas,  Mr. 
letter  to,  from  Nepean,  41. 

Thomson,  John 
offer  of,  to  act  as  superintendent,  074. 
letter  from,  to  Dundas,  674. 

Thornton,  Mr. 
letter  to,  from  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  386. 

Timber 

of  Norfolk  Island,  126,  187,  429. 

of  Xew  South  Wales,  Phillip's  description,  127- 

128 ;  Ross's  opmion  of,  172-173 ;  an  officer's 

opinion  of,  222. 
sent  to  Sydnej-  from  Norfolk  Island,  441. 
specimens  put  on  board  Gorgon,  554,  556,  572. 
destruction  of,  bj'  natives,  554. 

trees  on  the  Nepean,  Phillip's  description  of, 
306,  710. 

See  alsa  "  Pines." 

Timins,  Thomas 
first  lieutenant  of  marines,  106,  110,  145. 
member  of  court-martial,  under  arrest,  139,  100. 
desires  to  be  relieved,  105. 

Timor 
arrival  of  Bliarh  at,  278,  C91,  701. 
departure  of  Bligh  from,  702. 

Tonyn,  General 
letter  to,  from  Yonge,  265. 

Tools 
required,  lists  of,  13,  16, 155. 
distribution  of,  87. 

want  of,  at  Sydney,  155,  230,  556,  566,  596,  643. 
want  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  435. 

Toongabbe 
settlement  formed  at,  045. 
cultivation  at,  645. 

Towns 
building  of,  ordered,  259. 

3  c 


Townshend,  Thomas 
charjfed  with  care  of  convicts,  56. 
Phillip  sends  message  to,  106. 

Traders 
American,  498. 

Trading 
l)rivate  trade  at  Sydney,  649. 
hiring?  of  Britannia  by  oflScers— objections   by 
Phillip,  Col,  652. 

Transports 
to  proceed  to  China,  25,  87. 
number  of  convicts  in  each,  34,  42. 
owners  of,  to  give  seciu^ty,  34,  35. 
list  of,  86  (note). 

return  of,  12C,  13G,  14G,  1.50,  166, 168,  225. 
arri\  al  of,  at  False  Bay,  334. 
departure  of,  from  False  Bay,  333,  367. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  353,  367. 
deaths  on  board  of,  354,  362,  367,  387,  508. 
contraband  cargo  on  board  of,  506,  547,  549,  550, 

555,  564,  623. 
arrival  of,  at  Sydney,  532. 
two  sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  538. 
objection  of  masters  to  land  cargo  at  Norfoll-' 

Island,  547. 
Phaiip's  reasons  for  release  of,  665. 

Transportation 
to  -Airica,  6. 
proposals  for,  6,  12,  14. 
tenders  for,  20. 
preparations  for,  20. 
order  for,  30,  85. 

number  of  convicts  on  each  ship,  34,  42. 
warrant  for,  44. 
contractors  for,  44. 
Act  authorising,  68  el  seq. 
warrant  for,  280,  281. 

term  of  sentences  unknown,  329  and  note,  354. 
information  containing  sentences  sent  to  Philip 
460. 

Treasury 
Letter  from — 

to  Stephens,  25. 
Letters  to — 

from  Stephens,  231,  235. 

from  Yonge,  232. 


Trees 


See  "Timber.' 


Trinidad 
earthiiuake  at,  114. 

Turtle  Bay 
Norfolk  Island,  579. 

Vancouver 
circumnavigation  of  Vancouver  Island  by,  453 

(note), 
dispute  of,  with  Lieut.  Menzies,  476-477. 
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Vancouver 

arrival  of,  at  Teneriffe,  4S9 ;  at  Simon's  Bay, 
502,  504 ;  at  Nootka,  63S  ;  at  Duskv  Bay, 
639  ;  at  Mattavai  Bay,  640  ;  at  Owhyhee,  640  ; 
at  Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  640 ;  at  New- 
Albion,  66S  ;  at  Monterey,  680. 

proposal  of,  to  examine  shores  of  Australia  and 
Van  Dienien's  Land,  to  determine  question  of 
passage  between,  519,  520. 

purport  of  instractions  to,  451-454,  499-501. 

attitude  of,  to  Banks,  521. 

proposal  of,  to  send  live  stock  from  Xew  Albion, 
667. 

examination  cf  Juan  de  Fuca's  Straits  by,  668. 

discovery  of  King-  George's  Sound  by,  668 ;  of 
the  Snares  and  Chatham  Island,  669. 

despatch  of  live  stock  from  Monterey-  by  the 
Daedahis,  680. 

instructions  of,  to  Lieut.  Hanson,  in  charge  of 
Daidalus,  681-683. 

Letters  from — 
to  Grenville,  519. 
to  Phillip,  667,  680. 

Vancouver's  Expedition 

instructions  to  Phillip  concerning,  312-314. 

instructions  to  Menzies,  424  and  note. 

memoranda  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  426-427. 

Discovery  and  Chatham  to  be  despatched,  451. 

objects  of  expedition,  451-454. 

Daedalus,  despatch  of,  to  America,  497. 

instructions  to  Vancouver  and  Hergest,  409,  501. 

vojage  of  Discovery  and  Chatham,  639-642. 

arrival  of,  Teneriffe,  489,  523 ;  at  Simon's  Bay 
502,  504  ;  at  King  George's  Sound,  639,  668 ; 
at  Nootka,  638 ;  at  Dusky  Bay,  639  ;  at  Matta- 
vai Bay,  640  ;  at  Owhyhee,  640  ;  at  Straits  of 
Juan  de  Fuca,  640  ;  at  New  Albion,  66S  ;  at 
Monterey,  680. 

Vancouver  Island 

circumnavigation  of,  bj-  Captain  Vancouver,  453 
(note). 

Van  Diemen's  Land 
proposal  of  ^■ancouver  to  examine,  with  a  view 
to  discovery  of  passage,  519-520. 

Van  Este,  Governor  of  Timor 

kindness  of,  to  Bligh,  701. 

Varconcellos 

assistance  given  to  PhiUip  by,  at  Rio,  110. 

Vessels 

See  "Ships." 

Vice-Admiralty  Court 

Letters  Patent  constituting,  95-100. 
jurisdiction  and  powers  of,  96-100. 

appointment  of,  recommended  by  Privy  Council, 

76. 
difficulties  of,  555. 

appointment  of  Atkins  as  Registrar,  vice  Miller 
deceased,  600. 

See  also  "Courts." 

Viceroy 

at  Kiode  Janeiro,  102,  103,  105,  112,  114,  115. 


Victualling 


See  "Supplies." 


Vines 
at  Norfolk  Island,  419,  431,  438. 

Waaksamlieyd 
hired  at  Batavia  to  take  supplies  to  Sydney,  372. 
hiring  of,  to  take  the  crew  of  the   Sinus  to 

England,  466,  475. 
arrival  of,  at  Portsmouth,  616. 
account  of  voyage,  by  Hunter,  616-618. 
assistance  to,  given  by  Bligh  at  the  Cape,  617. 
fever  on  board  of,  617. 

Walshe,  Eev.  Thomas 

a  volunteer  clergyman,  120. 

Wanjon 
acting  Governor  of  Timor— kindness  of,  to  Bligh, 

701,  702. 

Warrants 
Collins's,  43. 

for  transportation,  44,  280-281. 
for  seal,  431. 
to  recruit,  464. 
of  emancipation,  566. 

"Watch 

night,  regulations  for,  578-5S0. 

Waterhouse 

appointed  third  lieutenant  of  the  Sirius,  379. 

Wathen 
letter  to,  from  Captain  Hill,  366. 

Waugh,  Andrew 

proposal  of,  to  supply  provisions,  477-479. 
letter  from,  to  Home  Office,  477. 

Wedgwood 

medallion  from  cla^-  of  New  South  Wales,  made 
by,  190  (note). 

report  of,  on  specimen  of  blacklead  from  New 
South  Wales,  212. 

Wentworth,  D'Arcy 

assistant  surgeon  at  Norfolk  Island,  575. 

appointment  of,  as  superintendent  of  convicts, 
575. 

Whale 

boat  upset  by,  365. 

Whaling 
on  the  Australian  coast,  529,  553,  555,  558. 
whales  seen  on  the  coast,  532,  553,  558. 
search  for  whales,  553. 

whales  killed  by  crews  of  Britannia  and  Mary 
Ann,  555. 

observations  on  whale-fishing,  by  Phillip,  612, 
613. 

opinion  of  Phillip  that  the  coast  had  not  received 
a  fair  trial,  665. 
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Wheat 
g^rowiiig  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  438. 
issue  of,  at  Port  Jackson,  611. 

Wheelwright 

v.ant  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  576. 

White,  Surgeon 
offers  his  senices,  25. 
commission  of,  27. 
salarj-  of,  33. 

report  of,  on  sickness  in  the  fleet,  111. 
account  by,  of  loss  of  Sirius,  332. 
account  by,  of  affairs  at  Sydney,  332-334. 
application  bj-,  for  leave  of  absence,  675. 
Letters  from — 

to  Phillip,  48,  142. 

to  Nepean,  49. 

to  Lord  Sydney,  175. 

to  Skill,  332. 

to  Sir  A.  S.  Hammond,  675. 

Wilberforce 

recommendation  by,  of  second  chaplain,  634. 
observations  on  imjwrtance  of  religious  instruc- 
tions, 634. 
on  society  in  New  South  Wales,  634. 
on  insufficiency  of  ministers,  634. 
on  want  of  teachers,  634. 
letter  from,  to  Dundas,  633. 
letter  to,  from  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  635. 

William  and  Ann 
tonnajfe  of,  &c.,  422. 
arri\al  of,  at  Sydney,  532. 
whales  killed  by  crew  of,  555. 

Windmills 

I'liillip  asks  that  some  may  be  sent  out,  364. 

Winds 

prevailing,  at  Norfolk  Island,  430. 

Wine 

See  "Provisions." 

Wine-making 
at  Norfolk  Island,  proposed  by  Major  Ross,  419. 


Women 
to  be  obtained  from  islands,  15,  55,  90,  127,  190 
clothing  of,  20,  104,  105,  107,  111. 
wives  of  marines,  29,  40,  42,  48,  77,  79. 
transportation  of,  31,  34,  35,  51,  79. 
distribution  of,  amongst  transports,  34. 
con^■icts,  on  same  ship,  but  separated  from  the 

males,  35. 
convicts,  on  Lady  Penrhyn,  43,  46,  59,  77. 
marriage,  52,  53. 

further  shipment  of,  asked  for,  127. 
native,  130. 

Worgan,  Surgeon 

letter  from,  to  Phillip,  30. 

Wrecks 

of  the  Guardian,  287,  310,  337,  405. 
of  the  Sandwich,  618. 

of  the  Sirius,  319,  326,  341,  342,  372,  380,  396. 
See  also  "Guardian,"  "Sandwich,"  and  "Sirius 

Wrotten,  Midshipman 
return  of,  to  pjigiand,  116. 

Yonge,  Sir  George 
Letters  from — 
to  the  Treasury,  232. 
to  Grose,  249,  251,  342,  464,  491. 
to  the  Pajniiaster-General,  251,  255. 
to  Colonel  Johnson,  255. 
to  General  Tonyn,  265. 
to  Nepean,  206. 
to  Lewis,  353. 
to  Philli]),  629. 
Letters  to— 
from  Grose,  343,  373,  404,  4S0,  4S5  491. 
from  Grenville,  491. 

Young,  Lieut.  E.  P. 
suppression  bv,  of  mutiny  on    he  Albemarle 
488,  489,  559. 

Young,  Sir  George 

plan  of  colonisation  proposed  by,  10. 
asks  for  grant  of  Norfolk  Island,  142. 
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